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combining creativity and culture 
At UNT, we host events to broaden your horizons, engage your intellect

and touch your heart. Please join us this fall. 

  The Philadelphia Story
Philip Barry’s witty comedy follows Tracy Lord during her 1930s Philadelphia wedding. Guest 
directed by Robin Armstrong, the show examines the social hierarchy of the time period while 
maintaining quick humor and hilarious hijinks. Presented by the UNT Department of Dance 
and Theatre.

7:30 p.m. Nov. 5-7 and 2 p.m. Nov. 8
Radio, Television, Film and Performing Arts Building  
Tickets: danceandtheatre.unt.edu/productions-ticket-purchasing

Permanence/Impermanence
Professional artists challenge the ideals of stability and transience in this UNT Art Gallery 

exhibition. The exhibit explores expectations relating to climate change and how the notions of 
steadfastness or transitory influence our observations of the world around us. Curated by the 

College of Visual Arts and Design photography program.

Sept. 10 - Nov. 17 

UNT Art Gallery
Information: gallery.unt.edu/exhibitions

RJ Mitte
Famous for his portrayal of Walter Jr. on Breaking Bad, Mitte 

was born with mild cerebral palsy and faced school bullying.
He speaks on overcoming adversity and has become a vocal role 

model for those who have turned a disadvantage into an asset.  
Presented by the Fine Arts Series.

8 p.m. Oct. 29
Murchison Performing Arts Center — Winspear Hall

Tickets: studentaffairs.unt.edu/fine-arts-series 

  Easy to Love: 
  A Celebration of Love Songs from Broadway

In its annual gala, the College of Music features famous love songs from classic Broadway 
musicals. David Itkin conducts the UNT Symphony Orchestra and solo student vocalists 
in songs from South Pacific, Cinderella, The King and I, and many more. Presented by the 
College of Music.

4 p.m. Oct. 4 

Murchison Performing Arts Center — Winspear Hall
Tickets: thempac.com/tickets 

2015
EVENTS

5288-NTXN.indd   2 9/9/15   12:17 AM



F a l l  2 0 1 5   |  northtexan.unt.edu  |   T h e  N o r t h  T e x a n  1

combining creativity and culture 
At UNT, we host events to broaden your horizons, engage your intellect

and touch your heart. Please join us this fall. 

Inside F A L L  2 0 1 5

125 Things We Love About UNT  

IN HONOR OF OUR 125TH ANNIVERSARY — AND WITH HELP 
FROM YOU, OUR ALUMNI, FACULTY, STAFF, STUDENTS AND 
OTHER FRIENDS — WE COMPILED THIS LIST OF THE PEOPLE, 
PLACES, TRADITIONS AND QUIRKS THAT HAVE MADE UNT 
DEAR TO OUR HEARTS DOWN THE CORRIDOR OF YEARS. 
NORTH TEXAS, NORTH TEXAS, WE LOVE!

Above, spirit postcard for North Texas State Normal College, our name from  
1901 to 1923

16
 D E P A R T M E N T S

 F R O M  O U R  P R E S I D E N T  •  3
Since 1890, UNT has been an engine of  
opportunity, creativity and growth

U N T  T O D A Y  •  4
Honoring our history ... Mean Green … 
Ask an Expert ... UNT Alumni Association

 L A S T  W O R D  •  5 6
Thoughts from UNT presidents through the years

FEATURES

12   State of the University
President Neal Smatresk unveils year 
two of his action plan to achieve national 
prominence and build community.

50 Homecoming 2015 

Alumni, students and community  
celebrate “Forever Mean Green:  
A Journey Through Time.”

52 Preserving History 

UNT libraries’ special collections 
department protects campus and 
community treasures of the past. 
By Jessica DeLeón
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Online E X C L U S I V E S

northtexan.unt.edu/online

UNT, an American success story
WATCH OUR ANNIVERSARY VIDEO THAT CHRONICLES UNT’S  
125-YEAR HISTORY, BEGINNING AS A TEACHERS COLLEGE AND 
GROWING INTO ONE OF THE NATION’S LARGEST AND MOST 
COMPREHENSIVE UNIVERSITIES. LEARN HOW YOU CAN JOIN THE  
CELEBRATION AND SHARE YOUR MEMORIES AT 125.UNT.EDU.

When you see this arrow, join our North Texan community online 
at northtexan.unt.edu.

ONLINE FEATURES

WELCOME 
BACK!
Check out the 
video that  
welcomed 
our students 

back to campus for the fall semester. 

BEST AND 
BRIGHTEST 
Get to know 
some of the  
30 National 
Merit  

Scholars who have chosen to earn  
their degrees at UNT.

16-YEAR-
OLD PH.D. 
STUDENT  
Meet Noel 
Jett, a teenage 
Ph.D. student 

at UNT who is studying gifted and talented 
young people. 

GET CONNECTED

M
xxxxxxxxx

Connect with us at  
facebook.com/northtexas  

Follow us at  
twitter.com/northtexan 

Watch us on youtube.com/ 
universitynorthtexas
 
Follow us at  
instagram.com/unt

Visit The North Texan online to:
•  Keep up with what’s happening between 

issues of The North Texan
• Tell us what you think about our stories
•  Learn more about your fellow alumni
• Write memorials about friends we’ll miss 
•  Enjoy an array of additional stories,  

photos, videos and recordings
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Turning 125 
SINCE 1890, UNT HAS BEEN ENGINE OF 
OPPORTUNITY, CREATIVITY & GROWTH

Ahna H
ubnik
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President Neal Smatresk shares his Mean 
Green pride and greets students with the Eagle 
Claw on the first day of fall classes.

ON SEPT. 16, 1890, JOSHUA 
C. Chilton founded the Texas 
Normal College and Teacher 
Training Institute — now UNT 
— with a vision to be the best and  
a commitment to do its best for 
students. We work hard to fulfill 
that mission every day. We’re now  
a thriving public research university 
with nationally recognized  
programs, 37,000 students and 
380,000 alumni.   

As you’ll read in this special commemorative issue, which includes a list of the “125 
Things We Love About UNT,” created with input from our alumni, students, faculty 
and staff, our history is one of originality and adaptation. We always have taken the 
road less traveled on our path to excellence — from admitting women on our opening 
day to pioneering water quality research, establishing the nation’s first jazz studies 
program and becoming one of the first universities in Texas to desegregate.

We’re celebrating that pioneering spirit with events throughout the year. I hope 
many of you were able to join us for Founder’s Week, which featured my State of the 
University address. Our next anniversary highlight is Homecoming Week Oct. 4-10. 
This year’s theme — “Forever Mean Green: A Journey Through Time” — is a nod to 
our history and traditions, and I look forward to celebrating with you. 

You can learn more about these celebrations and our history at 125.unt.edu. You 
also can watch a special 125th anniversary video that tells the story of how UNT has 
transformed from a teacher training school into the nation’s 25th largest university.

In my State of the University address, I discussed how our past and our future 
intersect as we build on 125 years of excellence to become a nationally prominent 
university. Each year, we’re making significant progress through our Planning  
Implementation process and Action Plan (page 12). 

Turning 125 is a great time to take stock of our progress. Since 1890, UNT has 
fueled opportunity and growth, and through our students, alumni and friends like you, 
we make the world a better place. We have a storied past, and an even brighter future. 

UNT proud, 

Neal Smatresk  
President
president@unt.edu 
@UNTPrez
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 Today Best  
college 
town! 
page 7

UNT’S PURSUIT OF EXCELLENCE, SPANNING 
academics to athletics, and its strength as a community partner 
have helped to define the university’s legacy since its founding in 
1890. As part of Founder’s Week, UNT celebrated these 
qualities and 125 years of progress, growth and service in the 
community with festivities that included the annual President’s 
State of the University address, Denton ISD sixth graders on 
campus, a picnic and cupcake celebration, right. 

“I’m proud of our history and journey,” President Neal 
Smatresk says. “Our focus is to continue to be a catalyst for 
creativity and fuel progress, innovation and entrepreneurship for 
Denton, the North Texas region and the state.”

Ahna H
ubnik

HONORING 
OUR HISTORY

UNT formally kicked off its 125th anniversary  
with a week of festivities to honor the 

first day of classes — Sept. 16, 1890 — and  
envision the university’s future.

 
Learn about how you can join  

the celebrations this year at 125.unt.edu. 
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1935
First funded faculty research on 

water quality begins.  
First graduate work offered.

1936
First master’s degrees awarded. 

First dormitory, Marquis Hall, built.

1946
First jazz studies degree program in 
U.S. begins as dance band program.

1953
First doctoral degrees awarded.

1954
 Desegregation begins when first African 

American graduate student attends.

1961
Name changes to North Texas State 

University. University Day  
tradition begins.

1988
Name changes to  

University of North Texas.

1999
UNT System officially established.

2003
Discovery Park, UNT’s  

300-acre research park, opens.

2015
UNT celebrates 125 years.

Founder’s Week celebrations

From humble origins in a rented space above a hardware store in downtown Denton, 
UNT has grown into the nation’s 25th largest public university. To kick off Founder’s 
Week festivities Sept. 11-20, students and alumni came out in force to tailgate and 
cheer on the Mean Green at the Sept. 12 season opener in Dallas against Southern 
Methodist University.

The week’s highlight event was the president’s Sept. 16 State of the University address 
— attended by students, faculty, staff, alumni and DFW area dignitaries — at which 
Smatresk outlined the university’s progress over the past year and plans for the 2015-16 
academic year. See page 12 for more details. 

UNT also celebrated its longtime ties to the Denton community by hosting sixth 
graders from the Denton Independent School District for two days. Students toured the 
campus, attended mock classes and ate lunch on campus as part of their visit.

“UNT is committed to providing students with the best educational experience in 
Texas, and we want to begin showing this to students early,” says Elizabeth With, vice 
president for student affairs. “Our students are our legacy and by preparing them for 
college early, we’re ensuring Denton and the North Texas region will continue to have an 
educated workforce and bright future.”

And in celebrating that legacy, the Division of Student Affairs organized a Founder’s 
Week picnic and helped generate buzz about the week by encouraging students to submit 
photos on social media wearing recreated beards in honor of Joshua C. Chilton, UNT’s 
founder and first president, left. He served at what was then the Texas Normal College 
and Teacher Training Institute from 1890 to 1893.  

Beginning Sept. 18, students commemorated the university’s anniversary by sharing 
their UNT experiences with friends and family as part of Family Weekend. The 
celebration culminated with the Mean Green vs. Rice football game, the first home 
game of the season. 

 “Our 125th anniversary celebration this year was a great opportunity to bring these 
events together into one week to commemorate our founding and legacy in the North 
Texas region,” Smatresk says. 

1890
Established as Texas Normal College 

and Teacher Training Institute.

Ahna H
ubnik
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Today

B R I L L I A N T LY 
G R E E N

Pass it on: Great things are happening at UNT. Learn about them here and share our 
successes with your family and friends. 
• Rock star honorees. Alumnus Don Henley and the Eagles will receive 2015 Kennedy Center Honors  
for their exemplary lifetime achievement in the performing arts in a ceremony to be televised Dec. 29. 
Known for their Southern California sound and memorable lyrics, the Eagles are one of the most successful 
American rock bands. Earlier this year, Henley released Cass County, his first solo album in 15 years.

• National Humanities Medalist. Author and alum Larry McMurtry (’58) received a 2014 National 
Humanities Medal and was honored Sept. 10 at the White House. The honor recognizes those whose work 
has deepened the nation’s engagement in the humanities. McMurtry wrote Lonesome Dove, which won a 
Pulitzer Prize, and other bestsellers including The Last Picture Show and Terms of Endearment. He also  
co-wrote the Brokeback Mountain screenplay, for which he shared a Golden Globe and an Oscar. 

• Scrappy helps ring closing bell. To celebrate UNT’s financial services program receiving a $50,000 
grant from TD Ameritrade, Scrappy and faculty members Marcia Staff and David Ragan received a special 
invite to help ring the closing bell at the New York Stock Exchange. The grant — a part of TD Ameritrade’s 
NextGen Financial Planning Initiative — is being used to create a TD Ameritrade internship program in UNT’s 
Student Money Management Center to provide more real-world financial advising experience and exposure 
to students. Watch the video of the bell ringing at 
northtexan.unt.edu/online. 

Courtesy of TD
 Am

eritrade

Wyndham scholarship

Allie Salgueiro, a senior 
hospitality and tourism 
management major, attended 
the 2015 World Education 
Congress this summer, thanks 
to a Wyndham Worldwide 

Scholarship and the Meeting 
Professionals International 
Foundation.  The WEC is the 
annual global conference of the 
foundation. 

A member of the founda-
tion’s Dallas-Fort Worth 
chapter and its Future Leaders 
Network, Salgueiro also was 
selected to attend the confer-
ence’s Future Leaders Forum. 
On track to earn her bachelor’s 
degree in May, she hopes to 
work in sports event manage-
ment and marketing.

Peace scholar

Emmanuela Akosua Opoku, 
a doctoral student in philoso-
phy, was awarded a Philan-
thropic Educational Organiza-
tion International Peace 
Scholarship this summer to 

research floods and droughts in 
northeast Ghana, her native 
country. She will study their 
impact on food security and 
livelihood, particularly for 
women farmers. Her faculty 
mentor is George James, 
professor of philosophy and 
religion. After graduating, she 
plans to teach at the University 
for Development Studies in 
Ghana and conduct research in 
land management, rural 
development and poverty 
reduction.
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G U L F  O F  M E X I CO  R E S E A R C H
Biology researchers Aaron Roberts, Warren Burggren and Dane Crossley are 
studying the effects of oil on different fish species from the Gulf of Mexico with 
the help of a $2.7 million grant from the Gulf of Mexico Research Initiative. 
Awarded this summer, the grant will support their research over three years. 
The team will evaluate the performance of juvenile fish after oil exposure and 
their capacity to recover, and the cardiovascular impact of exposure to com-
ponents of oil in the early life stages of Mahi-Mahi and Red Drum. They’ll also 
study the chemical breakdown, toxicology and interactions of sunlight and oil 
in the upper column of the Gulf, where many embryos of various species live. 

Acclaimed journalist and 
author Barbara Ehrenreich was 
this year’s keynote speaker at 
the 11th annual Mayborn 
Literary Nonfiction Conference 
in July.

S H O U T  O U T
 Denton is No. 5 on 
Livability.com’s list of 
the nation’s Top 10 

Best College Towns, 
thanks to UNT and 

others who are part of 
the city’s creative vibe. 

Ahna H
ubnik

M
ichael Clem

ents

   Mayborn conference

Provocative story tellers 
converged for UNT’s world-
class Mayborn Literary 
Nonfiction Conference in July. 
This year they gathered to 
tackle the divide between 
America’s haves and have-nots 
and shed light on economic, 
racial, gender and cultural 
barriers in the U.S. The 11th 
annual conference featured top 
writers Anne Fadiman, Barbara 
Ehrenreich and Alex Tizon as 
guest speakers. 

Ehrenreich, who related her 
experiences of three months of 
working minimum wage jobs 
in the bestselling memoir 
Nickel and Dimed: On (Not) 
Getting By in America, was the 
conference’s keynote speaker. 

She is an acclaimed journalist, 
author and activist known for 
championing the poor.

More than 25 nationally 
acclaimed writers explored the 
conference’s theme.

 Distinguished educator

Nandika D’Souza, Regents 
Professor of mechanical and 
energy engineering and 
associate dean of undergradu-
ate studies in UNT’s College 
of Engineering, has been 
named the 2015 Society of 
Women Engineers Distin-
guished Engineering Educator. 

The award is presented  
to educators who make 
significant contributions to  
the engineering field. 

D’Souza has worked with 
students in the areas of failure 
analysis, viscoelasticity and 
material reliability. She is a 
fellow of the Society of Plastics 
Engineers for her contributions 
to the field of polymers, 
composites, fibers, films  
and coatings. 

Her teaching and research 
focuses on mechanics and 
materials and how best  
to incorporate them reliably  
in design.

She has recently focused  
on microelectronic packaging, 
biomedical surgical mesh,  
the creation of plant-based 
building materials and  
carbon fiber.
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Kaydon Kirby (#50) was one of three 
Mean Green players named to award 
watch lists this summer.

Football season is here 

Led by head coach Dan McCarney in 

UNT’s third Conference USA season, the 

Mean Green is the team to watch with 

its talented student-athletes. Wide 

receiver Carlos Harris, center Kaydon 

Kirby and placekicker Trevor Moore were 

named to nationwide award watch lists 

this summer: Harris for the Paul 

Hornung and Biletnikoff awards, Kirby 

for the Rimington and Lombardi awards, 

and Moore for the Lou Groza Award.

Harris led the team in receiving 

yards, all-purpose yards and kick-off 

return yards and was second in punt 

return yards in 2014. He ranks in the top 

10 at UNT in receptions.

Kirby, who started 25 straight games 

at center for the Mean Green heading 

into the 2015 season, is the first UNT 

center since 2004 to be on the 

Rimington watch list. He is the third 

straight Mean Green player to be named 

to the Lombardi watch list.

Moore had an All-American 

freshman season last year, setting a 

school record for field goal percentage 

(88.2 percent) and kicking a perfect 37 

of 37 extra points. 

In July, the trio also made the 2015 

C-USA preseason first team. 

 

Fall football, volleyball  
and golf

Preseason player of the year

This summer, UNT volleyball standout 

Carnae Dillard was named Conference 

USA Preseason Player of the Year, the 

conference’s top preseason honor. 

A first-team all-conference selection in 

her first three seasons and C-USA’s Player 

of the Year in 2014, the senior entered 

2015 second in UNT history with 1,640 

kills, third with 4,295 attacks and sixth 

with 1,031 digs. She led the conference in 

kills and total points in 2014.

Golfers earn prestigious honors

UNT sophomore golfer Michael Cotton 

captured the 106th Texas Amateur 

Championship this summer. He is the 

third UNT player ever to win the presti-

gious title. Zach Atkinson won in 2004, 

and Joe Conrad won in 1951.

In women’s golf, freshman Nyca Khaw 

was named a Women’s Golf Coaches 

Association All-American Scholar for the 

2014-15 season. She had a season-best 

finish at the Price’s Give Em Five Intercol-

legiate and helped UNT to a fourth-place 

finish at the C-USA Championship.

 

   

 
GAMES AHEAD

Oct. 3: at Southern Miss, televised 

 Oct. 10: vs. Portland State,  
Homecoming 

Oct. 15: vs. Western Kentucky,  
televised 

Oct. 24: at Marshall,  
televised 

Oct. 31: vs. UTSA,   
televised 

Nov. 7: at Louisiana Tech,  
televised 

Nov. 14: at Tennessee 

Nov. 21: at Middle Tennessee,  
televised  

Nov. 28: vs. UTEP,  
televised

 MEAN GREEN FOOTBALL

Show your support for  
the Mean Green at home 

and away games this football 
season. For tailgate tent package 
reservations at home games,  
call 940-565-2527. Buy season 
tickets at meangreensports.com 
and learn about pregrame and 
gameday festivities and events 
at northtexasgameday.com and 
untalumni.com.
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How can you trace your genealogy?

................................................................................Ask an Expert

Ever wonder about your family’s history or who 
your great-great-great-grandfather was? Roberta 
Sittel, government information librarian at the 

UNT Eagle Commons Library, says “anyone can trace 
their family lineage with patience, persistence and a little 
bit of knowledge.” 

Sittel, an expert in government information and legal 
research, assists library users with finding the resources 
and knowledge they’re searching for — including clues to 
their hidden ancestries. She offers the following tips to 
help you get started.  

Do your homework
• Begin with a blank pedigree chart and put down 
everything you know about your family tree. Find blank 
charts at ancestry.com/download/charts.
• Visit with relatives who are most familiar with your 
family history. StoryCorps, a national oral history 
initiative, also can provide help and questions to get a 
conversation started.  
    
Use all resources
• Start at your local public library. While many resources 
are available online, some are available only as paper 

copies. Libraries also provide access to subscription 
services such as Ancestry.com and Fold3.com.  
• Use subscription services and other websites. Both 
free and paid online services exist to help you find 
your family history. FamilySearch.org is a helpful free 
website, and the Portal to Texas History at 
texashistory.unt.edu, a site operated by the 
UNT libraries, offers invaluable resources for 
relatives who may have lived in or passed 
through Texas.   
• Check public records. You can track down 
information in county courthouses or through local 
historical societies, but this can take time.  
 
Keep looking
• Share what you find. Register your family tree 
with subscription services, blog about it and post it 
for friends and family to see on social media sites. It 
might help you on your quest.  
• Not every clue will lead to success. In research 
there are always dead ends, but don’t give up. There 
are always more clues.  
    — Jennifer Pache

G
ary Payne

................................................................................Ask an Expert

G
ary Payne

New provost

This summer, College of 
Business Dean Finley Graves 
began serving a two-year 
appointment as provost and 
vice president of academic 
affairs. He previously served on 
an interim basis. Graves was 

dean of the College of Business 
from 2007 to 2015. He twice 
led the business college through 
an international accreditation 
process and also oversaw the 
design and 2012 opening of the 
Business Leadership Building. 

A licensed and award-win-
ning accountant, Graves will 
work to enhance the academic 
experience for students. He 
arrived at UNT in 2002 as a 
professor and chair of the 
accounting department. 

Marilyn Wiley, professor of 
finance, was appointed to serve 
a three-year appointment as 
dean of the college.

New arts dean

Greg Watts began his new 
role as dean of the College of 
Visual Arts and Design in 
August. Previously chair of 
the art department at Metro-
politan State University of 
Denver, he led the department 

to accreditation, helped create 
bachelor’s degrees in studio art 
and art history/critical theory 
and a minor in digital media, 
and helped implement the first 
online and hybrid course 
offerings. His artwork has 
been featured in numerous 
exhibitions, and he is a 
consultant and legal expert  
in photography and photo-
graphic evaluation. 

Watts, who earned an 
M.B.A. and two art degrees, 
will help UNT students 
master the business and 
economics of art and design.
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TodayToday

To join the association or learn more,  
visit untalumni.com, email  
alumni@unt.edu or call 940-565-2834.

B
rad H

olt

The UNT Alumni Association used feedback from its 
recent survey to create more programs and opportunities for 
alumni, with the first event helping to kick off the Mean Green 
football season and UNT’s 125th anniversary celebration. 

“To build an effective alumni engagement program we 
must stay relevant to our alumni constituents,” says Robert 
McInturf, executive director of the association. “The first step 
is asking what our alumni think and want.”

The association helped the Mean Green paint Dallas green 
by hosting the Official Mean Green Alumni Rally at Four 
Corners Brewery in Dallas Sept. 11, above, a day before the 
season opener against DFW rival Southern Methodist 
University.  Scrappy and the UNT cheerleaders helped pump 
up fans for the game as they enjoyed food trucks and special 
brew crafted by UNT alumni owners of Armadillo Ale Works 
and Audacity Brew House. The fun continued gameday with 
alumni, students and other fans tailgating on the SMU 
campus before the game.

“The weekend’s festivities were a great start in offering 
consistent and sustainable outreach to our alumni in Dallas,” 
McInturf says, adding that regional alumni chapters will be 
implemented this fall in Dallas and Collin counties, with plans 
to extend programs to other areas in the DFW area soon.

“We’ll continue to use this alumni survey feedback to better 
engage with them,” he says, “and offer more programming and 
events that allow our alumni to come together and spread  
their green pride.” 

Learn about other upcoming events at untalumni.com.

’AUSTIN 12’  
COLLECTION 

UNT is now home to a col-
lection of materials from 
the “Austin 12’s” historic 
conversation about gay 
rights with then-Texas 
Gov. George W. Bush. In 
2000, Charles C. Francis, 
a friend of Bush, broke 
the barrier for gay-rights 
advocates by organizing 
a meeting with the gover-
nor and 11 other gay Re-
publican men and wom-
en. On the agenda for 
the “Austin 12”: personal 
stories as gay and les-
bian Republicans and a 
discussion about Bush’s 
presidential candidacy. 
Fifteen years later, Fran-
cis has donated his col-
lection from the meeting 
to the UNT libraries’ LGBT 
Archive that documents 
the struggle of gay Re-
publicans to influence 
the direction of the GOP 
within their party.

 
   

Pioneer award

Richard Dixon, Distin-
guished Research Professor of 
biology, earned the Phytochem-
ical Society of North America’s 
Phytochemical Pioneer Award 
this summer in recognition of 
his contributions to the field of 
plant sciences. 

A member of the National 
Academy of Sciences, he serves 
on a National Research 
Council committee examining 
the history, safety, benefits and 
drawbacks of genetically 
modified crops around the 
world. In October, he will begin 
serving as president of the 
American Society of Plant 
Biologists after serving as 
president-elect for the past year.

Travel Learn

UNT’s Center for Achieve-
ment and Lifelong Learning is 
offering several upcoming trips 
through its Travel Learn 
program. The excursions for 
adults and alumni are guided 
by UNT faculty. 

From Oct. 29 to Nov. 1, 
participants will travel to  
Taos, N.M., to explore the 
Sangre de Cristo Mountains 
and local archaeological sites 
with Reid Ferring, professor of 
archaeology.  The 2016 
schedule includes a trip to 
Machu Picchu, Cusco and the 
Sacred Valley in Peru March 
28 to April 2, and a European 
cruise along the Danube River 
May 25 to June 3. Register at 
call.unt.edu/travellearn or call 
940-565-3481. 

UNT Alumni Association
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For the 2015-16 academic year, UNT will strengthen  
academics and research to steadily move toward status as a 

nationally prominent research university. 

On Sept. 16, 1890, Joshua C. Chilton opened 
the Texas Normal College and Teacher Training 
Institute with a dream for the school to lead the 
way in educating the men and women of Texas. 

Exactly 125 years later, the 16th president, Neal 
Smatresk, echoed that same dream — on a much 
grander scale. 

In his 2015 State of the University address, 
Smatresk outlined a vision for the school — now 
the University of North Texas — to be among the top public 
research institutions in the nation, known around the world for its 
excellence, creativity and innovation. He sees a UNT that is a 
first-choice university, transforming its students into the workforce 
and leaders of tomorrow.

“In 1890, President Chilton envisioned an institution that 
transformed young men and women into leaders. He couldn’t have 
imagined what UNT has become today,” Smatresk says. “In 125 
years, we’ve become the nation’s 25th largest university with more 
than 37,000 students and 380,000 alumni who are making a 
difference and building prosperity throughout the world.”

In his address, Smatresk laid out the progress UNT has made 

thus far and the steps the university must take to 
achieve its vision. He reviewed UNT’s accomplish-
ments for the past year, captured in the 2014-15 
Accomplishments Summary and the 2014-15 
Planning Implementation Report, and he detailed 
priorities for 2015-16 that include continuing to grow 
enrollment and improve retention; growing federal 
research funding; and expanding UNT’s reach in 
Dallas, Frisco and surrounding areas. 

The 2015 State of the University also formally launched UNT’s 
year of 125th anniversary celebrations and was the centerpiece of 
Founder’s Week, a series of events to honor UNT’s legacy and 
impact. As part of that, the event included the debut of UNT at 
125, a documentary that highlights UNT’s growth and progress for 
the past 125 years. Watch the video at northtexan.unt.edu/online.

About 800 people attended the 2015 State of the University. The 
audience included students, faculty, staff, leaders from UNT and the 
UNT System, community members and distinguished guests, such 
as state Rep. Myra Crownover, who sponsored a state resolution 
honoring UNT’s 125th anniversary and its milestones. 

“Texas can’t be a first-rate state without a first-rate education 

125 YEARS
of

CREATING 
BRIGHT FUTURES
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In 125 years, we’ve become the nation’s 25th largest university  
with more than 37,000 students and 380,000 alumni who are  

making a difference and building prosperity throughout the world.
— President Neal Smatresk

M
ichael Clem

ents

President Neal Smatresk, UNT’s 16th president, delivered his second annual State of the University address Sept. 16, to about 800 attendees  
at UNT’s Murchison Performing Arts Center.

system,” Crownover says. “It’s been wonderful to see UNT grow, 
expand and reach new goals.”

Attendees also included alumni and friends of the university such 
as Jim McNatt (’66), an alumnus and businessman who co-owns 
local dealerships. McNatt recently pledged more than $2.6 million 
to the university to support scholarships, research and athletics. His 
gifts, some of which are eligible for matching funds from the state to 
support emerging research universities, could have a total impact of 
more than $3.4 million.

“I’m proud of UNT’s leadership. They are dedicated to ensuring 
the university remains a quality institution, expands its outreach and 
grows its nationally ranked programs,” McNatt says. “We can 
continue to be a top-notch university if alumni remain involved in 
the university. “

Along with McNatt and his wife, Linda, four additional alumni 
— Ernie Kuehne (’66), Kristin Farmer (’95), Don Lovelace and C. 
Dan Smith (’62) — committed $600,000 to support UNT’s 15 
new National Merit Scholars for four years. 

“I’m from humble roots and the dream of a college education 
for me really began at UNT,” Kuehne says. “It’s been a labor of love 
to help UNT and support students.” 

Farmer is paying forward the help she received as a student.
“It’s important for me to now give back and encourage other 

alumni like me who received scholarships to give, too,” she says. 
“You can never forget where you came from.” 

Dreaming and planning
The State of the University encapsulates a planning process that 

is about blue-sky visioning and the nuts and bolts of planning, 
Smatresk says. For UNT to achieve national prominence and Tier 
One status, it requires planning and action — two cornerstones of 
his administration.

Last year’s accomplishments included operational changes like 
making critical leadership hires to ensure the university had a solid 
foundation to move forward. At the same time, the university 
strengthened support for students by implementing mandatory 
advising and launching critical recruitment initiatives such as the 
Eagle Express Tuition Plan, Eagle Advantage guaranteed admission 
program and the Oklahoma Tuition Plan. 

This year’s focus will be on ways to improve UNT’s academics, 
research and reputation — essential ingredients for achieving 
national prominence. 

Through his 2015 Planning Implementation Workshop, Owning 
Excellence, Smatresk worked with key stakeholders to begin 
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developing priorities for how to help UNT reach Tier One status  
in its own unique way — capitalizing on its creative culture and 
strengths — by fostering excellence and ownership so that everyone 
understands the role they have to play.  He detailed 2015-16 
priorities for education, research and infrastructure that include 
creating a one-stop student success center to improve retention, 
recruiting more National Merit and high-ability scholars, opening a 
UNT campus in Frisco and expanding programs in Dallas. 

Smatresk noted that UNT must grow research funding by 
fostering more collaborative research, expanding research focus 
areas, attracting more high-impact hires, and creating more and 
better research space. 

In the workshop and at the State of the University, Smatresk 
showed a peer analysis that compared key Tier One metrics and 
detailed how UNT stacks up among its current and aspirational 
peers. In areas such as enrollment, retention and graduation rates, 
UNT is on par with its peers. But to be successful, UNT must 
bolster its research funding, research space and endowment —  
three important measures for reaching Tier One status. 

Tom McCoy, vice president for research and economic develop-
ment, says UNT must strengthen its research infrastructure. 

“We need to recruit more faculty who have research grants and 
help our current faculty get more research funding — and use our 
space accordingly,” McCoy says. “We can do this by making sure they 
have the support, space and equipment to conduct the innovative 
research that will attract funding and public-private partnerships.” 

  
 

Putting plans into action
Finley Graves, provost and vice president for academic affairs, 

says that UNT’s journey to national prominence requires both a 
cultural and a behavioral shift. 

“The peer analysis showed how far UNT has come and how 
much work we still have to do,” Graves says. “While our 125th 
anniversary is a time to celebrate our progress and our legacy, it’s also 
a good opportunity to chart our path forward.” 

After building a strong foundation last year, UNT is focused on 
closing the gaps so that it can become a nationally prominent 
institution. That means lifting up UNT’s core programs in engineer-
ing and science, doing more applied research, and attracting more 
research funding, new donors and partnerships, Smatresk says.  

UNT’s FY 2016 budget reflects those priorities, with $7.4 
million more for academic affairs and research initiatives and $1.5 
million more for scholarships, enrollment technology, and recruit-
ment and retention efforts. 

“We’ve set our sights high because that’s what our students 
deserve,” Smatresk says. “Now it’s time for all of us to move the 
needle in other areas that will impact their education.” 

Achieving the dream
The 2014-15 accomplishments gave UNT a strong start this 

year, and UNT enrolled more than 37,000 students — a new 
enrollment record. UNT also welcomed its biggest, most talented 
freshman class and 15 new National Merit Scholars. 

There was significant growth across the board, from a 16.3 
percent increase in graduate student enrollment to a 7.3 percent 
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Left: UNT President Neal Smatresk brainstorms ideas to advance the university with UNT and external community representatives at the 2015 Planning 
Implementation Workshop hosted in August. Center: Guests view archival UNT documents at the 2015 State of the University reception in September.
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OWNING EXCELLENCE
  
As members of the UNT community — alumni, friends, students, 

faculty and staff — you have a role to play in helping UNT 

transform itself into a nationally prominent university.  

President Smatresk invites you to share how you will help UNT 

move forward: 

 •  What will I do to help UNT close the gaps and  

own excellence?

Share your ideas to help UNT best plan our action steps toward 

progress. There are three ways to share your thoughts: 

 • Visit president.unt.edu/planning-implementation 

 •  Tweet @UNTPrez or @UNTSocial using the  

following hashtag: #UNTExcellence

 •  Email president@unt.edu with “UNT Excellence”  

in the subject line 

To watch a recap of the president’s State of the University 

address, visit president.unt.edu/state-university-2015. 

 
Watch the video, Moving UNT Forward, to see how  
members of the UNT community have committed to helping 
the university close the gaps and move forward. And learn 
about UNT’s history in the special documentary, UNT at 125,  
at northtexan.unt.edu/online. It premiered at the State of  
the University celebrating UNT’s 125th anniversary.

jump in undergraduate transfer students and a 6.6 percent gain in 
freshmen over last year. The diversity of the student body also rose, 
with increases in Hispanic, African American, Asian American and 
American Indian student populations, and more students are 
making UNT their first-choice university. 

Shannon Goodman, vice president for enrollment, says 
UNT’s efforts to offer more scholarships, to make the financial 
aid process easier — resulting in earlier award packages — and to 
continue attracting a high-quality, diverse student population are 
adding to that momentum. More improvements, including the 
addition of a Constituent Relationship Management system and 
focused and targeted messaging to pinpoint recruitment efforts, 
will continue to make these processes even better. 

“It’s amazing to think that we started in 1890 with 70 students 
and after 125 years, we have more than 37,000 students,” 
Goodman says. “UNT has and always will be a university of 
access and opportunity for anyone who wants to go far thanks to 
a great education.” 

Noting UNT and Denton’s shared history for the past 125 
years, Denton mayor and UNT alumnus Chris Watts (’83, ’92 
M.Ed.) looks forward to building on that to keep UNT and 
Denton moving forward — together. 

“The city of Denton’s relationship with UNT is strong, it’s 
productive, and it’s growing by leaps and bounds,” Watts says. 
“Because of what this university has given to me, it’s great to form 
partnerships that benefit this wonderful university.”  
    — Ernestine Bousquet 
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Right: Smatresk recognizes alumni donors Don Lovelace, C. Dan Smith (’62), Bruzzy Westheimer Jr. (’65), Kristin Farmer (’95), Jim McNatt (’66) 
and Ernie Kuehne (’66) at the 2015 State of the University.

Left: UNT President Neal Smatresk brainstorms ideas to advance the university with UNT and external community representatives at the 2015 Planning 
Implementation Workshop hosted in August. Center: Guests view archival UNT documents at the 2015 State of the University reception in September.
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To help commemorate our 125th anniversary and our rich history, 
traditions and culture, we asked alumni, students, faculty, staff and 
other friends what they love most about UNT.

What we learned is that while the campus map, fashions, music 
and technology have changed through the years, our caring commu-
nity and individual curiosity have not. 

Students seek out UNT for our top-notch academic programs 
and esteemed faculty, but also for our culture of creativity and 
 

quirkiness that can’t be found anywhere else. And they stay and 
flourish in our campus community that welcomes all types of people 
and allows anyone to feel at home. 

Danielle Godwin (’12) summed it up for us in her submission: 
“One of the things I love most about UNT is the wide variety of 
students and faculty who make up the fun-loving population. Their 
quirks, attitudes and passions are what rounded out my experience at 
UNT beyond academic to life changing. Thanks for the memories!”

We know there are countless things to love 
about UNT. This featured list is just a sampling and the 
items are in no particular order. If they stir your memo-
ries or you have other favorites to add to the list, let us 
know at northtexan@unt.edu or write to: The 
North Texan; University of North Texas; Division 
of University Relations, Communications and 
Marketing; 1155 Union Circle #311070; Denton, 
Texas 76203-5017.

Visit our special commemorative 125th anniversary 
website at 125.unt.edu and experience UNT’s 
history and traditions through an interactive 
timeline, watch our 125th anniversary video, learn 

how you can celebrate at special events this 
year, find links to anniversary merchandise, and 
submit your memories and photos to our 
memory project. 
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Famous faces on campus through the 
years have included former President 
George W. Bush, actor and activist 
George Takei, the band Pearl Jam, 
and poet and author Maya Angelou.

Big celebrities  
on campus

The oldest building still on campus, it 
was constructed as the first library 
building in 1912-13. It also housed the 
Historical Collection (see page 42) and, 
in the basement, a women’s gym. The 
girls would move to the outdoor P.E. area 
only after other classes began so no one 
would see them in their gym outfits.

Curry Hall

Participating in intramurals and other 
sports is a favorite memory of alumni. 
Intramurals are still going strong, and 
sport clubs include dodgeball, eSports, 
paintball, quidditch (pictured) and rugby.

Intramurals 
and sport clubs

Our bright and talented students come from 
across the state, nation and world.  “We have 
students from all walks of life, diverse 
backgrounds, all ages, and with so many 
different talents. It’s wonderful to be at a 
university that serves so many with such 
varying skills and interests.” — Nancy 
Stockdale, associate professor of history  

Our exhibit spaces showcase the work of 
faculty, students, alumni and other artists. 
Pictured is Milagro by Robert Milnes, 
retired dean of the College of Visual Arts 
and Design.

Art galleries
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Students, and a lot of the rest of us, love a snow day. We’ve seen sledding by the Coliseum, snowball fights, snow sculptures  
and even an impressive igloo on campus. During winter storms like the 2013 Icepocalypse, students were eager to get their Eagle Alert 
phone call announcing campus closures. Pictured is our iconic In High Places Eagle, dressed for the winter weather.

Snow days
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Eagle  
Ambassadors

When prospective students come for a tour 
of campus, their guides are fellow students, 
Eagle Ambassadors. Last year, 24,000 
visitors came for 2,300 tours.

The Student

Many love stories begin and flourish on 
campus. Rebecca Finberg (’10) met her 
husband, David Hand (’08), before her 
Eagle Camp. He was a student worker in 
the New Student Orientation Office. “After 
a very brief interaction, I naively turned to a 
friend to say, ‘What if that’s the guy I’m 
going to marry someday?’”

Love stories

Chilton Hall, built as the first men’s dorm on campus in 1938-39, went on to house military 
groups, then women, then men, then women again. Watching over them from the courtyard 
was The Student, a statue created by then graduate student Sterling Cook (’39). The statue 
was uncovered in 1987 during renovations to the hall, and now its restored head and 
shoulders are on display inside. Pictured are Alpha Phi sorority sisters Lurline Crider and 
Linda Tillman (’61) in 1959-60.

Chilton Hall, built as the first men’s dorm on campus in 1938-39, went on to house military 
groups, then women, then men, then women again. Watching over them from the courtyard 
was The Student, a statue created by then graduate student Sterling Cook (’39). The statue 
was uncovered in 1987 during renovations to the hall, and now its restored head and 
shoulders are on display inside. Pictured are Alpha Phi sorority sisters Lurline Crider and 
Linda Tillman (’61) in 1959-60.
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Class ring

A ticket was required to get into our first 
classes, but today you don’t have to be 
anywhere near Denton to earn a degree. 
We offer excellent distance education 
programs in information science, 
education, business and other fields.

A long treasured tradition, the official 
class ring features the university seal, an 
eagle and McConnell Tower. A ring 
ceremony for graduating seniors takes 
place every fall and spring.

Every spring, UNT remembers the 
students, alumni, faculty and staff who 
died in the past year at this memorial 
ceremony.

Flight Memorial

Distance 
education

Our founder and first president was a teacher and principal in Indiana when he 
decided to establish a training college for teachers in Denton in 1890. Texas 
Normal College and Teacher Training Institute opened with 70 students, and 
Chilton’s legacy lives on with a university that boasts 37,000 students. 

Joshua C. Chilton
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The first building on campus 
— paid for by the city of 
Denton and built on 10 acres 
donated by a group of 10 local 
businessmen known as The 
Syndicate — was completed  
in time for the Texas Normal 
College’s second year, 1891.  
The curfew bell that rang  
from its tower was removed  
a few years before a 1907 
lightning strike burned the 
building down.

Normal Building

Many businesses have graced the Denton square 
through the years, but we have a soft spot for the 
hardware store that sat on the northwest corner in 
1890. The first classes of the Texas Normal College 
and Teacher Training Institute began on its second 
floor and UNT was born. The building is pictured 
in the 1930s, after it became a grocery store. Today a 
furniture store marks the spot.

1890 hardware store

UNT is seeing increasing numbers 
of students who are the first in their 
families to earn college degrees. For 
Kathy Maskow (’07), the journey 
took an unusual 19 years, starting 
when she began night classes. She is 
the granddaughter of immigrants 
and daughter of a laborer and 
waitress. Her message: “Fellow 
dreamers — I did it, you can too!”

First-generation 
students

Commencement
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Forget flowers or 
chocolate. If you want a 
truly unique Valentine’s 

Day gift, your sweetheart 
can be serenaded by a 

quartet from the UNT 
chapter of the Interna-

tional Tuba Euphonium 
Association, which has 

hosted this annual 
fundraiser since 2005.

Tuba valentines

For the latest news, pick up 
The North Texas Daily — the 
student newspaper that bore 
the name The Campus Chat 
from 1916 to 1970, at left,  
journalism professors C.E. 
Shuford and Keith Shelton (’72 
M.J.).  Student radio stations 
KNTU and NTDailyRadio.
com and student television 
stations NTTV and NT Daily 
TV also cover campus.

Campus news

The campus is filled with more charac-
ters than usual when Oct. 31 falls on a 
class day (see Ironman, above). Add 
ghosts and Bruce Hall’s annual 
haunted house, and it’s definitely a 
holiday worth remembering.

Halloween

Opened in 2011, this LEED-certified 
building features innovative sun control 
and other modern technology. Designed 
to meet the needs of business students,  
it includes a securities trading room and  
a Starbucks coffee shop.

Business  
Leadership 
Building
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Pictured, 2012’s Heard performance on campus, created by former student 
Nick Cave, internationally recognized artist and 2011-12 artist-in-residence.

Our famous college jazz band has 
garnered six Grammy nominations and 
played internationally. Former member 
“Blue” Lou Marini is shown soloing on 
the sax in 1967.

One O’Clock Lab 
Band Denton, recently named a Best College Town, is a great place to call our own: 

tunes on the Courthouse lawn, community markets, parks, parades, festivals, 
food trucks, coffin races. Need we say more?

The town we call home

One of our earliest spirit and service 
groups was the Green Jackets, above, 
formed in 1925. The Talons and NT40 
join them today in keeping traditions, 
service and spirit alive. 

UNT spirit

Pictured, 2012’s Heard performance on campus, created by former student 
Nick Cave, internationally recognized artist and 2011-12 artist-in-residence.
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Golden leaves and the energy of returning students make fall’s arrival unmistakable.

Seasons on campus
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“UNT is a family affair for me. I met my 
wife of 35 years at UNT in 1976. We 
graduated in ’78 and ’79. Our two sons 
graduated in ’09 and ’10. My wife’s mother 
(deceased) graduated from UNT.  Still 
waiting for grandchildren because they 
will attend UNT.” — Harvey Avery (’78)

Legacy families

The Rafes Urban Astronomy Center, 
opened in 2007, houses four telescope 
huts and an amphitheater for monthly 
Star Parties. Earlier gazing took place 
at the old Nike missile base observa
tory, which had a charm all its own.

Star gazing

The weekly variety shows led by ’Fessor 
Floyd Graham at the Auditorium ran 
from the 1920s to the 1960s. The Aces of 
Collegeland band played and backed 
student entertainers like singer Pat Boone 
and actresses Joan Blondell, Ann 
Sheridan and Nancy Gates.  “I was always 
ready with my act,” says RoseMary 
Rumbley (’52, ’53 M.Ed., ’70 Ph.D.). “It 
was backstage I met the greatest 
drummer, Jack Rumbley (’51, ’52 M.M.), 
who played with ’Fessor, and whom I 
married the day after I graduated. We 
had a fabulous life with Jack often playing 
in the orchestra and me on stage — all 
thanks to terrific teachers at UNT.”  

Saturday Night Stage 
Shows

These days the pool is inside the Pohl 
Recreation Center, but the summer fun 
remains the same (1950s, above).

No matter the decade, students enjoy a 
snow-filled campus (1920s, above).

Flowers bloom and birds rival the bands 
for show-stopping tunes in the spring. 
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The Green Brigade marching band ends each postgame concert with this stirring song. 
But it’s not the only one of the band’s standards to become a fan favorite.   
“Any time I hear the song ‘Fly Like an Eagle,’”  
says Heather Whitlock Hays (’96),  
“I am immediately at a UNT football  
game in my mind!”

‘You’ll Never Walk Alone’

We’ve been named one of America’s 
100 Best College Buys® for 19 
consecutive years, a ranking based on 
having a high-achieving freshman 
class and affordable tuition.

Affordability

It seems alumni pick up music’s most prestigious award every year — including, 
but not limited to, Lecrae (’09), above, and Roy Orbison, Don Henley, Lyle Mays, 
Norah Jones, Jeff Coffin (’90), Michael Daugherty (’76) and the bands Snarky 
Puppy and Brave Combo. 

Grammy winners

The Murchison showcases the world-
class performances of our students and 
faculty, as well as visiting artists and 
speakers. More than 1,000 College of 
Music concerts each year offer something 
for everyone — early music, symphonic 
music, choral music, jazz, percussion, 
winds, a cappella, opera and more.  

Murchison 
Performing 
Arts Center
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From Constance Whitney Warren’s 1924 
statue of painter Diego Velazquez, 
pictured, to David C. Iles’ (’77 M.F.A.) 
sculpture of J.K.G. Silvey in front of the 
Environmental Education, Science and 
Technology Building, our creative campus 
looks the part. 

This longtime spring festival brings to town 
major acts from the world of jazz, including 
some alumni. UNT boasts its own stage, 
giving its ensembles and lab bands an 
audience of thousands of eager fans.

Denton Arts & Jazz 
Festival

Campus art

Designed by former student O’Neil Ford, who became a renowned architect, the 
gazebo has been on campus since 1928 — a gift from that year’s senior class. It 
originally housed a water fountain and was a popular gathering spot on campus.

Gazebo
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The Administration Building — built in 1956 and renamed the Hurley Administra-
tion Building in 2002 to honor Chancellor and President Emeritus Alfred F. Hurley 
and his wife, Johanna — is UNT’s most iconic structure. Its tower, named for  
President Emeritus W. Joseph McConnell, is flooded with green light after athletic 
victories and events such as class ring ceremonies, making UNT after dark a sight to 
see. “Walking across the Library Mall toward the clock tower, especially when the 
tower is lit with the green lights — beautiful!” says Margaret Phillips (’15).

UNT after dark
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“That place was always full of life!” says Roanne Ting Thompson (’12) of the space in the 
old University Union that featured the lab bands every week. “I loved the staircase seating 
and inviting round tables. When music students played, it brought a sense of community.” 
The lounge in the new Union will be located in the two-level Syndicate.

Alumni can celebrate the 125th 
anniversary in style with the official 
UNT tartan, which is featured on 
apparel and merchandise. The pattern  
was created by fibers student  
Casey Heidt (’15). A portion of the 
proceeds from the sale of merchandise 
goes to support fibers student 
scholarships. 

One 
O’Clock Lounge

Tartan

The Greek Life Center, a central, stand-alone meeting spot for 38 fraternities and 
sororities, is the first of its kind in the nation. It’s near the fraternity and sorority 
houses, where Greeks bond with their brothers and sisters. Kelleyton J. Wilson Sr. 
(’01), a member of Kappa Alpha Psi, says, “Whether hosting fundraisers, community 
service events or the always entertaining Third Thursday parties (after all, we were 
college students), my brothers and I formed life-long relationships. As proud alumni, 
we make it a point to remain actively engaged at UNT in various capacities.”

Greek life
A memorial to students, this cast 
bronze arch of books commissioned 
by the Student Government 
Association was completed in 2008 by 
Jonathan Snow (’04, ’08 M.F.A., ’11 
M.A.) as he was finishing his master’s 
degree in sculpture.

The Sustaining Arch
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The Avesta student literary magazine was 
published from 1917 to 1965, with a few 
years off during the war years. The student 
yearbook also ranks as an all-time favorite 
publication. Ours has been known 
through the years as the Cotton-tail, the 
Yucca, Wings and the Aerie.

Student publications A. Tennyson Miller became the first African American to attend North Texas when 
he enrolled as a doctoral student in 1954. And in spring 1956, Irma E.L. Sephas 
became the first black undergraduate to attend, thanks to a lawsuit filed by prospective 
transfer student Joe Atkins (’66 M.Ed.). A group of freshmen — including football 
players Leon King (’62, ’72 M.S.) and Abner Haynes — came in the fall of 1956. 
While there were some ugly incidents, students faced a mostly peaceful integration. 
Rose Simpson (’63, ’70 M.A.) attended all-black high schools before coming here.   
“At North Texas, I learned to relate to students of diverse races and cultures,” she says, 
“and I discovered that I could succeed and excel in that environment.”       

Pioneering students

Students get the care and support they 
need, from tutoring at the Learning 
Center to information on responsible 
financial management at the award- 
winning Student Money Management 
Center.

Support to help 
students succeed
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Since 1950, outstanding students, 
faculty and staff have been recognized 
at this annual celebration started by 
the Meritum chapter of the Mortar 
Board honor society.

Honors Day

We try hard to make new students 
feel at home. At orientation, they 
learn how to navigate campus,  
register for classes and connect with 
our traditions — learning that patting 
Spiriki on the head brings good luck 
(see page 44). And alumni, staffers 
and other students help carry their 
belongings into their new dorm digs 
during Mean Green Move-In Day.

Welcoming new 
students

The Pohl Recreation Center is your one-stop spot for climbing a wall, swimming laps 
— and making your own energy on the ellipticals.  

Burning off steam
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Written by two 
students, our alma 
mater was adopted in 
1922. The title and 
some of the words 
have changed, but not 
the sentiment. “Never 
more do the lyrics 
hold true in my life 
than now,” says Eric 
Roman (’96, ’99 
M.S.), former student 
body presi dent. 
“Down the corridor 
of years, we’ll forget 
the joys and tears. 
But North Texas ... 
we love!” 

‘Glory 
to the 
Green  

      and White’

A variation of the jitterbug, this dance 
originated on campus and caught on 
across the region. Students of the ’50s  
and ’60s perfected their steps in the 
Union, on the Slab (above) or at dances in 
the clubhouse or the Snake Pit.

North Texas Push

Back in the 1960s and early 1970s, the 
Men’s Gym — today’s Bahnsen Gym — 
was quite the scene for basketball games. 
Mark Miller (’70, ’80 M.B.A.) recalls a 
game where some students let loose a live 
snake on the court. “The games were 
absolutely packed with students and were 
so loud the metal walls would shake from 
the stomping of feet and cheering,” Miller 
says. Basketball games moved to the 
Super Pit, the UNT Coliseum, in 1973.

Snake Pit

The center was established in 1994 thanks 
to a group of students, including members 
of Kappa Alpha Psi, who wanted to 
provide a welcoming environment for 
students of color. The center now also 
produces programs for groups such as the 
interfaith community and students with 
disabilities. “It was and is a great honor to 
be a part of a movement that was ahead of 
its time,” says Elliotte’ Dunlap, one of the 
student organizers. “The number of 
faculty, students and parents served is far 
beyond my wildest dreams.”

Multicultural  
Center

This 1991 movie about a ragtag 
football team was filmed on campus 
and features many shots at Fouts 
Field. Students worked behind the 
scenes and as extras. Pictured is 
Kathy Ireland, one of the film’s stars.

Necessary Roughness
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Students from 129 countries attend UNT and share their culture, traditions, 
sports, languages — and food. Pictured, students represent their native 
countries and organizations in a flag parade at University Day. 

International events

The campus celebrated our first University Day in 1961 with an assembly, pep 
rally and dancing. The tradition continues with a big celebration every spring.

University Day

The libraries 
They house 7 million print 

and digital items, and the 
Digital Library ranks in the 
top 30 world repositories.
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Auditorium
When today’s Auditorium Building debuted as the campus Administration 

Building in 1923, its auditorium soon became the go-to venue on campus. In 
addition to the famous Saturday Night Stage Shows and other concerts, the 

auditorium hosted the world premiere of Julia Smith’s (’24) opera Cynthia Parker in 
1939 and was the place students gathered to hear the news of war after the bombing 

of Pearl Harbor in 1941. It also was the site for commencement — when the 
graduating class was still small enough to fit inside.
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The aroma of the fresh-baked treat lured 
students to the Union for decades. “We 
stood in line, hoping and praying there 
was coffeecake remaining when our turn 
came,” recalls Janie Lindsey Grimes (’70, 
’93 M.Ed.). The cake can still be found  
on campus today for special occasions.

Union Coffeecake

Our 300-acre research park is the largest in the North Texas region and home to 
the College of Engineering and College of Information. Pictured at Discovery Park 
is the state-of-the-art Zero Energy Laboratory, where researchers test renewable 
technologies for residential and commercial buildings.

Discovery Park

Among many efforts to reach out to others, the UNT community serves area 
charities as part of The Big Event each year and students spend their spring breaks 

helping other communities. As part of the Discover College Life project, a program 
that educates Hispanic families about college, Eddie Arellano (’88) encouraged 

UNT students to write to elementary school students and their parents about the 
value of a college education. “We love the act of volunteerism at UNT,” he says.

Community service
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UNT was founded as a teachers 
college and, in 1914, established a 
model training, or demonstration, 
school that eventually spanned 
grades K-12. The College of 
Education continues to graduate 
some of the largest numbers of 
certified teachers in the state.

Training teachers

The bonfire, the reunions, the tailgating, 
the football, the royalty — we look 
forward to Homecoming every fall. Game 
day begins with the parade. “I have 
watched this parade since I was barely 
able to walk,” says Blake Windham (’12).  
“As student body president, I rode in it 
and this is something I will never forget.”

Homecoming

Online researchers have access to a world of information about Texas, thanks to 
the UNT libraries’ award-winning portal at texashistory.unt.edu. The collections 
there include digitized news papers, photos, videos and artifacts from around the 
state. Pictured is an 1855 map of Texas from UNT’s special collections.

Portal to Texas 
History

The memories changed with the places 
through the years — meeting up with 
friends at Dyche’s on the Corner, buying 
books at Voertman’s, eating pizza at the 
Flying Tomato or catching bands like 
Tripping Daisy or, later, The Polyphonic 
Spree, left, at the Fry Street Fair.  “My first 
week on campus, I happened upon a 
drum circle on Fry Street,” says Libby 
Spears (’98 M.A.). “I thought, ‘This is the 
kind of school I was looking for.’ I longed 
for a place where there was diversity, 
interesting people and an open-minded 
atmosphere. I got that at UNT.”

Fry Street

UNT helps the community through 
outreach centers like the Kristin Farmer 
Autism Center, pictured, and the Speech 
and Hearing Center.

Outreach centers
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The Sub-Antarctic Biocultural Conservation Program in Chile was formed in 
2000 to integrate environmental philosophy, science and policy. Projects include 
a field station at Cape Horn. UNT conducts the program with the Chilean 
Institute of Ecology and Biodiversity and the Universidad de Magallanes. 

Research at the bottom of 
the world

The center’s environmental education 
programs offer unique youth program-
ming — including the Environmental 
Discovery Adventure Program, work-
shops and summer camps.

Elm Fork Education 
Center

We recycle 30 tons of paper, cardboard, 
bottles and cans each month.

Recycling

Renovations funded by the Onstead 
family made the area in front of Willis 
Library a great place for a party and 
gathering spot. You never know what 
you’ll find there. We’ve seen a hot air 
balloon, a freeze mob, a lip dub video in 
progress, a zombie horde, and even a 
couple of camels, pictured above.

Onstead Plaza 
and Promenade

Apogee Stadium — the first new 
construction college football facility in the 
nation to earn LEED Platinum certifica-
tion — boasts three wind turbines that 
help generate power for the stadium and 
surrounding buildings.

Generating power
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On the roof of the Life Sciences Complex and at 
Discovery Park, greenhouses support our work 
in bioenergy, bioproducts and plant science. And 
at the Environmental Education, Science and 
Technology Building, a greenhouse powered by 
the wind and sun shows schoolchildren the 
benefits of alternative energy.

What started as a student art project has 
become a #Sweaterbomb winter tradition 
for sculptures at the Environmental 
Education, Science and Technology  
  Building and other places around  
     campus.

Tiny animal  
sweaters

A sustainability project managed by fibers 
students, the green space west of Bain 
Hall is a community garden dedicated  
to sustainable textile design  
and dye projects. 

Natural dye garden

Some of our earliest environmental 
research began in 1935 when J.K.G. 
“Doc” Silvey, pictured, studied the 
changes in the taste of tap water over 
time. Today, researchers in UNT’s 
Institute of Applied Science continue to 
push boundaries in aquatic ecosystem 
restoration and aquatic ecology. 

Water research

Mean Green

We chose the Eagle as mascot in 1922, 
and our unique Mean Green nickname 
got its start in the mid-’60s as football 
fans cheered on the punishing defense.

Greenhouses
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We chose green as our school color more than a century ago to gain Mother Nature’s 
favor, and our commitment to the environment has only grown through the years. 
Our first green building, the Environmental Education, Science and Technology 
Building, celebrated its grand opening in 1998. It offers planetarium shows in the 
Sky Theater and environmental education in its backyard nature area. Pictured is a 
planetarium show based on Pink Floyd’s Dark Side of the Moon.

First green building
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The Union has long been the center of student activity on campus. Students from the 
1970s to 1990s fondly remember the Rock Bottom Lounge, a restaurant and nightclub 
that featured music and comedy acts. Highlights of the new Union include a rooftop 
garden, a meditation room — and Fuzzy’s Taco Shop.

The little things mean a lot at UNT. There’s the sun dial on Bruce Hall, the bench  
that students gave in memory of President R.L. Marquis, who died in office in  
1934, and, pictured, a cartouche from Masters Hall preserved in front of today’s  
Life Sciences Complex.

University Union

Details of the big picture

From creative writing to journalism and 
the annual Mayborn Literary Nonfiction 
Conference, we love a good narrative. We 
were home to the winners of eight 
Pulitzer Prizes in journalism and Larry 
McMurtry (’58), Oscar, Pulitzer Prize and 
National Humanities Medal winner.

Compelling writers
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Students who share a major or interest can live on the same floor or residence 
hall, thanks to our 15 “Residents Engaged in Academic Living” communities.

REAL communities

State Historical  
Collection

This museum operated from 1928 to the 
1980s in Curry Hall. Created by history 
professor J.L. Kingsbury, it provided 
schoolchildren and other visitors with a 
look at some vast collections, such as 
military weapons and books, and some 
quirky delights, including a preserved 
buffalo head. Pictured, Mabel Kingsbury 
plays the museum’s rock piano.

Four national titles (1949-1952) put golf 
on the map at UNT, and recent alumni 
are playing professionally. Pictured in 
1951, from left, Don January (’53), Buster 
Reed, Billy Maxwell and Joe Conrad.

Champion golfers

The time capsules from 1962 and 1988 
that were opened this year included items 
such as letters, a cheerleader uniform and 
vampire teeth from blood drives.

The alma mater rings from McConnell Tower and musicians practice everywhere. 
“Walking by Bruce Hall you could hear all kinds of instruments playing,” says Melissa 
Ybarra-Jimenez (’92). 

There’s always music in the airBlasts from the past

Students from earlier decades took the 
yellow bus known as the Goose to town. 
Today, students still take the bus — in 
green and white — to get around. And we 
again have rail service with the A-train.

Getting around town
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This band — Spanish for “eagle mariachi” — began as a student organization 
and now performs at regional and national conferences. UNT offers a class 
for mariachi music and hosts a summer camp for aspiring performers. And 
Mariachi Águilas alumni have formed their own offshoot, Mariachi Quetzal.

Mariachi Águilas

“We’re like a giant family. If we lose one of 
our fellow students or faculty and staff, 
we all mourn together as if we lost our 
own loved one. And if something good 
happens to the university or one of our 
students, faculty or staff, we all rejoice 
together.” — Irae Yoo (’14), pictured

Mean Green family

Our student-athletes score not only on the field but also in the classroom. In 
2015, 40 athletes earned the Conference USA Commissioner’s Academic 
Medal for having a 3.75 GPA or higher. And 164 made the academic honor 
roll with a 3.0 or higher.

Student-athletes

Even our food is green. In 2011, the Mean 
Greens dining hall in Maple Hall became 
the first all-vegan college cafeteria in  
the nation.

Vegan dining
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Everything’s better at Apogee Stadium — the wing section, the sightlines, the club 
level, the prime location, seating for 31,000 fans. The Mean Green was ranked  
the No. 1 team in the nation for home field advantage in college football. In addition  
to our beloved Mean Green, readers noted a few other stadium favorites: the man 
filming from the top of the scoreboard is always dancing, and some of our favorite 
local ice cream, Beth Marie’s, is served there.

This Model A Tudor Sedan, painted in 
green, has been shown off at football 
games and other events since 1974.

Hold up your hand. Make the “V”  
sign. Curl your thumb, index and  
middle fingers. Now that’s the  
Eagle Claw.

Mean Green  
Machine Eagle Claw

Commissioned by the Geezles, Spiriki 
guards the entrance to the field at 
Apogee Stadium. Mean Green players 
touch the statue to pledge their best 
efforts in the game.

Spiriki

Apogee Stadium
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Brought to campus in 1891 to mark 
curfew, the bell became the Spirit Bell in 
the 1960s. The original is retired, but its 
spirit lives on in today’s bell.

The North Texas flag has been a symbol 
of spirit since 1986. The Talons wave 
the largest version at football games. 

Curfew/Spirit Bell North Texas flag

The Talons have fired the victory 
cannon at football games and other 
special events since 1970.

Boomer the  
Cannon
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We can boast two Miss Americas as 
alumni: Phyllis George, who won in 
1971, and Shirley Cothran Barret (’73, 
’74 M.Ed.), who won in 1975.

Miss Americas

Lots of memories are made in the residence halls. “We often waited until midnight when Clark Hall’s cafeteria would open 
up and it would be the hangout spot for late-night munchies,” says Elizabeth Nguyen (’10). “The traditions and myths of 
each dorm were great! My favorite was from Kerr Hall, where you can put a cylindrical item on the floor and watch it roll  
to the other side.”

Dorm life

A new albino squirrel spotted on campus 
follows a string of former stars like 
Thelonius and Baby in the 1990s and 
2000s. It’s a sign of good luck when 
students cross his path. We also love the 
other squirrels on campus, who make sure 
they are not overshadowed by their albino 
cousins — especially at lunch time.

Albino squirrel 
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UNT has strongly supported its 
veterans, whether it was dedicating the 
Memorial Student Union to them in 
1949 or setting up a veterans services 
office in 2009. We’re proud to be 
named a military friendly school by 
G.I. Jobs magazine. 

Veterans
Alumni who have gone for the gold: Bill 
Schmidt (’70), 1972 javelin bronze 
medalist, pictured; Dave Clark (’60), 
1960 pole vaulter; football’s Johnny 
Quinn (’06), 2014 bobsledder. And 
former student Jordan Malone won 
bronze and silver in men’s short track 
speedskating in 2010 and 2014.

Olympians

Established in 1988 (above), TAMS 
allows talented high schoolers to start their 
first two years of college early and gets 
them on the path to a STEM career faster. 

Texas Academy 
of Mathematics 
and Science

From 1973 to 1982, the Mean Green 
football helmets sported a logo that was 
supposed to evoke the image of an eagle, 
but which alumni lovingly refer to as “the 
Flying Worm.”

Flying Worm

“Most of my teachers have become 
more to me than just teachers. They 
are listeners, mentors, advisors, 
wisdom-givers, supporters, comfort-
ers, guides and friends.” — Cecilia 
Chen, senior

Mentors

UNT students are nothing if not original. 
Along with our diversity comes individu-
ality. You might see it expressed in hair 
color, body art or choice of accessories.

Originality
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More than 20,000 pieces of clothing 
— from prominent international 
designers such as Balenciaga, Oscar de la 
Renta and Charles James — are housed 
in this collection, which began in 1972. 
UNT’s fashion design program has 
produced many top designers too, 
including Michael Faircloth (’83), who 
created an inauguration gown for former 
first lady Laura Bush.

Texas Fashion  
Collection

It’s a place for students aiming for a career 
in the restaurant industry to hone their 
skills — and a place for staff, students and 
other customers to experience fine dining. 

Club at Gateway 
Center

Students and others can use a 3-D 
printer, record a video with Google 
glass and develop a virtual reality 
environment at Willis Library’s 
high-tech makerspace.

The Factory 

The earliest fraternities and sororities on campus were local groups whose members still keep in touch today. The first two 
men’s groups, the Talons and the Geezles, were created in the 1920s, and the first two women’s groups, the Kaghlirs and the 
Phoreffs, began in the 1930s. The number of local groups grew to 17 by the early 1950s, when all but the Geezles affiliated 
with the national Greek organizations that we’re familiar with today.

Local fraternities and sororities

A victory in the 2014 Heart of Dallas 
Bowl — played in the Cotton Bowl 
stadium in a sea of green on New Year’s 
Day — was a recent high point for the 
Mean Green Nation. The team has played 
in eight bowl games, celebrating its first 
bowl appearance — in the Optimist Bowl 
in 1946 — with a victory. We also won 
the New Orleans Bowl in 2002.

Bowl wins
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UNT honors alumni of great achievement with annual awards. Past recipients 
include federal judge Hilda Tagle (’71 M.S.); self-help expert and TV host Phil 
McGraw (’76 M.A., ’79 Ph.D.); sculptor Jesús Bautista Moroles (’78), pictured;  
and actor/director Peter Weller (’70).

“As a graduate student, my favorite 
memory was walking along the Seine in 
Paris learning about Parisian crime 
during a faculty-led study abroad in the 
summer of 2013. UNT changed my life 
by opening up my eyes to the possibility 
of changing the world around me for the 
better.” — Cody Pennington (’14)

Study abroad

Distinguished alumni

Built in 1951, the stadium saw future pros like Abner 
Haynes and Joe Greene play their college ball. It also was 
reportedly a favorite parking spot for couples — at least until 
the president turned his porch light on across the street. 
Pictured is an architectural detail from the stadium.

Fouts Field Prime location 
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Take a walk down memory lane as UNT celebrates  
its 125th anniversary Oct. 4-10 at this year’s  
Homecoming themed “Forever Mean Green: A Journey 
Through Time.” Join in on Friday night’s traditional 
Spirit March to the bonfire, one of UNT’s oldest  
traditions. And, Saturday, plan for a full day of events 
that include watching the parade and tailgating at 
Mean Green Village, followed by the Mean Green  
taking on Portland State at UNT’s Apogee Stadium. 
For information visit homecoming.unt.edu.

A Journey Through Time

Celebrate the 50th anniversary of  

the Alumni Awards event at  

UNT’s Gateway Center Ballroom. 

Reception at 6 p.m. followed by  

dinner at 7 p.m.

For tickets: annie.carter@unt.edu or 

940-369-7001

Distinguished Alumni  
Achievement Awards

6 p.m.
Begins at Fraternity Row on Maple 

Street and proceeds to the bonfire site 

near UNT’s Apogee Stadium.

Spirit March

7 p.m.

Lighting of the bonfire at the northwest 

side of the stadium. Alumni are invited 

to the Alumni Pavilion 7:30 to 9:30 

p.m. for the best seats in the house.

Bonfire 

8 p.m.

THURSDAY
October 8

FRIDAY
October 9
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4 p.m.

7:15 a.m.

Free and open to everyone, the 5K 

intramural Homecoming Fun Run 

starts in front of the Pohl Recreation 

Center. Preregistration not required. 

Registration until 7 a.m.

For information: 940-565-2275 or  

visit recsports.unt.edu

Fun Run

9 a.m.

10 a.m.

1-3:30 p.m.

UNT’s Gateway Center Ballroom

Reservations, $20.

RSVP: alumni@unt.edu or  

940-565-2834

Golden Eagles Class of ’65 
Breakfast/Reunion

Watch the parade around the Denton 

square and along Hickory Street 

and North Texas Boulevard. Parade 

ends at North Texas Boulevard and 

Highland Street. For more details on 

the route, visit homecoming.unt.edu. 

Homecoming Parade

Tailgating around campus starts early 

and ends 30 minutes before kickoff. 

Organization, department and college 

tents at UNT’s Apogee Stadium 

add to the Homecoming spirit, along 

with live music, the Junior Mean 

Green Fun zone and the Mean Green 

March featuring the cheerleaders, 

dancers, marching band, head coach 

Dan McCarney and the Mean Green 

football team.

Mean Green Village

Mean Green Village  
Tailgate Tent Info  

Tailgate tent package options  

include game tickets, parking passes, 

tents, tables and chairs for alumni 

groups, campus organizations,  

departments, schools and colleges 

that plan to host tailgate functions 

near the stadium before the  

Homecoming game. 

For tailgate tent package  

reservations, contact ticketoffice@

unt.edu, call 940-565-2527 or visit 

meangreensports.com/ 

homecomingtailgate. 

Deadline: Sept. 30

Join UNT Alumni Association 

members and friends for an open 

house two hours prior to kickoff at 

the Alumni Pavilion near UNT’s 

Apogee Stadium. 

For information: alumni@unt.edu or 

940-565-2834

Alumni GameDay Grille

Ticket options start at $12.  

For information: Speak with 

a ticket sales consultant about 

individual, family or group seating 

options at 940-565-2527 or visit 

northtexasgameday.com.

Mean Green vs. Portland State 

SATURDAY
October 10

2 p.m.

Share your photos from  
Homecoming on Twitter  
and Instagram—hashtag  
#UNTHomecoming—to  
win prizes.

1927 
An early celebration referred to as 

“Homecoming” took place in May when 
alumni were invited back to campus for 

a commencement anniversary  
celebration. They were entertained 

with speeches, music, barbecue and an 
auto tour of Denton.

1929
On Nov. 11, one of the earliest 

Homecomings associated with a 
football game brought “home comers” 

back on Armistice Day to enjoy a 
parade around the square, a boarding 
house decoration contest, a barbecue, 

a dance and a 34-0 win against East 
Texas State Teachers College. The 

crowd of 4,000 set a new attendance 
record at Eagle Park.

1946  
At the first Homecoming celebrated 
since 1941, the football team chose 
the first Homecoming Queen, Nikki 

Hendrix, pictured at far left, top.  
The Eagles’ 47-7 win over East Texas 

State earned them the Lone Star  
Conference title and a berth in their 
first bowl game, the Optimist Bowl, 

where they beat Pacific 14-13.

1973 
Rosalind Johnson (’75) was the first 

African American to be elected  
Homecoming Queen. The results of the 
election were announced at the bonfire 

the night before the game. Pictured 
at far left, bottom, she was crowned 

at Fouts Field before the Mean Green 
defeated Wichita State 31-21.

1976 
On Nov. 13, the coldest Homecoming of 

the 20th century in Denton brought  
6 inches of snow. Florida State 

squeaked by, 21-20, in a game that 
featured seven turnovers, a barely  
visible field, a snowball fight in the 

stands and a halftime performance by 
four members of the band’s  

horn section.

1984 
The first official Homecoming King, 

Homero Bayarena (’86, ’88 M.B.A.), was 
elected. The team beat  

Northeast Louisiana 10-3 and fans 
enjoyed a postgame barbecue , dance 

and student victory party.
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WWhen Texas Normal College and Teacher Training Institute 
opened on Sept. 16, 1890, President Joshua C. Chilton read a 
speech to mark the occasion on the northwest corner of the 
Denton square.

The pages of the speech were discovered by UNT archivists in a 
tiny box of Chilton’s documents that had been stored through the 
years. He numbered the nine pages, adding a 5A and 5B. One page is 
a little torn up, and page two is missing. But his words are legible. 

“Chilton’s cursive handwriting is meticulous,” says Morgan 
Gieringer (’01), head of the libraries’ special collections. “Seeing his 
actual handwriting and where he edited and crossed things out 
— there’s something evocative about it that you don’t get with an 
electronic text.” 

These historic pages will be the centerpiece of an exhibition 
presented by the special collections department this year marking 
UNT’s 125th anniversary. The first 50 years will be the focus in the 
fall, and the last 75 years will be highlighted in the spring. The 
libraries’ staffers also have been marking the anniversary with a blog 
that contains a weekly post about UNT’s history.

But the department’s special collections aren’t only UNT-focused. 
“These collections preserve the first-hand evidence of the people 

and communities throughout Texas and beyond,” Gieringer says. 

“Our collections include letters, diaries and scrapbooks that, 
viewed today, provide a window to look back and understand how 
people lived, and what was important to them, 50 or 100 years ago. 
Other items such as historic maps and county records provide the 
larger context for events that shaped communities all over Texas.” 

Bringing it all together
When an item arrives at the libraries, Perri Hamilton (’85) may 

be one of the first staffers to see it. Her job as an assistant to the 
archivist includes examining the materials to check their condition 
and putting them in order. One of her most recent projects was to 
look through UNT’s time capsules that were buried by students in 
1962 and 1988 and unearthed this year for the anniversary. 

The capsules contained letters from students to future classes, 
recorded speeches, books, newspapers and other materials. 

“It was interesting to see what was important to students at the 
time,” Hamilton says.  

The items in the 1962 box were in remarkably good condition, 
but the 1988 box got wet. The VHS tape of a speech by then 
Chancellor and President Alfred F. Hurley had to be sent out to be 
dried, and a cheerleader’s jumpsuit had to be cleaned. 

UNT libraries’ special collections department 

helps connect our history to future generations 

by organizing and protecting pieces of the past. 

by Jessica DeLeón

Preserving  
        History
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Many items are sent to the preservation unit. Jessica Phillips, the 
head of the unit, was assigned the task of conserving Chilton’s speech 
in preparation for the exhibition. She lightly sprayed the pages with a 
magnesium oxide solution to neutralize the acids in the paper and 
then encapsulated them between sheets of inert polyester. The 
process is different from lamination in that the plastic is sealed only 
at the edges and does not adhere to the enclosed document. 

Phillips also works on other projects for the general public. She 
recently repaired a book, published in the 1920s, for a Houston man. 
She also conserved a friend’s great-grandparents’ love letters from the 
1910s that had been rolled up in a cigar box and stored in an attic. 

Many of the papers were rolled tightly, and some of the rolls had 
been crushed, so Phillips put them in a “humidity chamber” — a 
covered plastic container with water at the bottom and a plastic  
grid to hold the letters in the center — so the papers would relax. 
Then she deacidified and encapsulated them. The friend gave  
them to her grandmother, the daughter of the letter-writers, as a  
Christmas present. 

“We always handle items with care in preservation, but especially 
so when these are one-of-a-kind manuscripts such as hundred-year-
old love letters or a speech written in President Chilton’s own hand,” 
Phillips says. 

“No one wants to be responsible for accidentally damaging an 
irreplaceable piece of history.”

After preservation, the item is ready to return to its owner or 
come back to be stored at UNT for reference. 

Users of the special collections include researchers who travel  
to campus from around the country and students looking for 
primary sources. 

One such researcher is Byrd Williams IV, who donated his 
family’s photo collection of more than 10,000 prints taken by four 
generations. Williams is working on a book about his family that  
will be published by the UNT Press in 2016. 

He wanted to find out more about his great-grandfather, Byrd 
Williams, who lived in Gainesville. He found nothing when he first 
visited the city. Then the UNT staff found Gainesville newspapers 
from the 1880s and 1890s.

“These may have your answers,” a staffer told him.
“And they did,” he says.
The newspapers featured advertisements for Byrd Williams’ 

photography studio and hardware store. He was able to find where 
his great-grandfather’s house and shop were located.

Williams was glad he chose to donate the family’s collection to 
UNT rather than other colleges because UNT wanted the whole  

Pictured are items from UNT’s special collections including President Joshua C. Chilton’s hand-written opening day speech, a 1908 postcard 
advertising the college and early photos of football and boarding house residents.
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collection, which includes cameras, diaries, letters, negatives and 
other artifacts, intact. 

Plus, he says, “It is a beehive of activity and they take care of me.”

Maintaining UNT’s heritage
As UNT celebrates its milestone anniversary, the university 

archives take on special meaning.
Looking through the special collections, Gieringer comes upon a 

1904 diploma from North Texas State Normal College. It is on 
parchment and she points out the officials’ signatures. 

“They had to sign them each by hand,” she says. 
She looks at a class photo taken in 1915. Most of the students are 

dressed in white, with the women in long skirts and blouses and the 
men in white suits and straw hats. Band members posed with 
instruments, including a large drum. 

Another photo is a series of oval-shaped portraits of students 
taken in the early 1910s. The students wear serious faces.  

“You can spend a week back here looking 
through everything,” Gieringer says. 

UNT’s archives document the history of 
the university with newspaper clippings, 
Board of Regents records and faculty papers. 
The documents of the UNT presidents range 
from one box for Chilton to hundreds of 
boxes for Hurley. The photography collection 
includes 6,000 images that have been digitized 
— and the staff is not even halfway through 
uploading them all. 

They keep catalogs, commencement 
programs, class schedules, scrapbooks,  
posters promoting upcoming events and even 
clothes — such as freshman beanies and the  

 bloomers that were part of an early women’s 
 P.E. uniform. 

“Student life is an important part of university culture,” Gieringer 
says. “Many of the things that make UNT so unique and provide such 
a memorable experience for students happen outside the classroom 
and are just as important for us to preserve as the official university 
records. Scrapbooks, letters, snapshots, class rings and club posters 
help us preserve the experience of students at UNT throughout the 
years.” 

Often, staffers will get a call from someone who was clearing out 
an older relative’s home and found something for the university. 

“It’s really fascinating to see how things have changed over time,” 
Gieringer says. 

But technology is changing the methods rapidly, with email, social 
media and computer files replacing the hard copies of archival items 
that were used in the past. For example, the UNT budget and course 
catalogs are now produced electronically, so archivists will harvest the 
digital copies online and add them to the library. 

“While our digital archival materials are more fragile than their 
paper counterparts and have to be meticulously preserved, backed up 
and stored correctly in our digital library, once they are preserved they 
are instantly available, making them much more accessible than items 
you can only view by visiting the archive,” Gieringer says. 

“The digital age has presented new opportunities for archivists  
to preserve history with so many ways for people to create and 
disseminate information,” she adds.  “In years past we focused only on 
collecting printed photos and documents, but now we have much 
more to consider.” 

M
ichael Clem

ents

“These collections preserve the  
first-hand evidence of the people and 
communities throughout Texas and 
beyond.” — Morgan Gieringer, head of UNT 

libraries’ special collections 

UNT libraries staff from left, Jessica Phillips, head of preservation; Morgan Gieringer, head 
of special collections; and Perri Hamilton, assistant to the archivist.
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S P E C I A L  C O L L E C T I O N S

The special collections department doesn’t just cover 

UNT, but the community at large. 

The department’s other collections focus on Texas  

history, Latino/Latina culture and the lesbian, gay, bisexual 

and transgender movement. 

More than 4,000 miniature books are in a permanent  

exhibition that is part of its collection of rare and unique 

books, pictured above. It also features the Vann Collection 

of Victorian literature, which includes a first edition of A 

Christmas Carol, and literary papers from authors such as 

Pulitzer Prize-winner Larry McMurtry (’58) and Texas-born 

mystery writer Deborah Crombie. 

Plus, it has amassed thousands of artwork, maps and 

photographs, including examples of early photography — 

such as “cased photography,” including daguerreotypes 

and ambrotypes.   

The public is welcome to visit the collections at the 

Judge Sarah T. Hughes Reading Room on the fourth floor of 

Willis Library. Many items — including Chilton’s speech and 

UNT commencement programs and yearbooks — are also  

accessible on the Portal to Texas History at texashistory.

unt.edu and at digital.library.unt.edu. 

Learn more about UNT’s history through 
the special collections’ weekly 125th 
anniversary blog featuring historical 
photographs, documents and memorabilia 
at blogs.library.unt.edu/unt125.

From top, items being conserved include a 1950 
Betty Crocker cookbook; a 1915 book; and a 1920 
North Texas State Normal College class photo. 
Below, Hamilton examines the contents of the 1962 
time capsule unearthed this April.
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T H E  LAST Word

FROM THE PRESIDENTS  
 

President Neal Smatresk is UNT’s 16th 
president. Below, words from a few of his 
earliest and longest-serving predecessors 
reflect our first century of growth.

It will be our aim to become leaders in 
the education of the young men and 
women of Texas, fitting them to credit-
ably fill the most important positions in 
business and professional circles. We 
desire the cooperation of all who believe 
in higher education and who want to see 
our state in the very front of intellectual as 
well as material progress. 

— President Joshua C. Chilton (1890-
1893), opening speech for the Texas Normal 
College and Teacher Training Institute, 1890

Teach so that you may almost hear the 
clapping of hands from your pupils as 
they rejoice in the delights of newly 
discovered truth. Teach so as to make the 
pupil feel more and more that universal 
ends are those he should choose. 

— President M.B. Terrill (1894-1901), 
undated lecture

 Notwithstanding the minimum age at 
which students may enter is fixed at 16, 
more students above 25 than below 18 
were enrolled. ... It naturally followed that 
the government of such a body would not 
be difficult. Here and there, it is true, 
restraining influences were now and then 
necessary, but the discipline of the school 
was at no time difficult. 

— President J.S. Kendall (1901-1906), 
report to State Board of Education, 1902

I hope that next session, as more and 
more of our boys in khaki re-enter, the 

literary societies will begin with renewed 
vigor and deeper purpose, and that all of 
us may realize more fully than ever before 
our ideal of a perfectly educated man, 
strong in physique, learned in science, 
versed in art, skilled in hand, gentle in 
manner, and sound in judgment. 

— President W.H. Bruce (1906-1923), 
message in 1920 Yucca

After your stay of four years, the cam-  
pus is not the same; you have knowingly 
and unknowingly done something to it. 
And the college goes out with you. It will 
influence your thinking and your living, 
no matter how far you may travel; no  
matter what is your work. … Renew your 
campus contacts often. It will refresh and 
rejuvenate you, and your visits will be 
good for the college. 

— President R.L. Marquis (1923-
1934), message in 1931 Yucca

In my 17 years as president, I have 
seen the regular nine months’ enrollment 
grow from 1,700 to 6,000; the campus 
expand from 24 to 300 acres; ... the 
“teachers college” name changed to North 
Texas State College; and finally, I have 
seen NTSC organized into a university-
type institution. ... NTSC has attained a 

status which commands within the state 
the favorable recognition recorded it 
throughout the nation. 

— President W.J. McConnell (1934-
1951), final report to regents, 1951

Additional dollars, additional build-
ings, additional students alone do not 
ensure greatness. ... Men, not bricks and 
mortar, are the abiding value. The task of 
a university is to weld together imagina-
tion and experience and enthusiasm and 
wisdom. ... The educated man is the goal. 
All else are but means. 

— President J.C. Matthews (1951-
1968), speech recorded for 1962 time 
capsule

From the beginning, North Texas ... 
has been more accessible, more demo-
cratic and more inclusive than many state 
universities. Long after it stopped being 
exclusively a teachers college, North Texas 
retained its reputation as a people’s 
university. As we begin the phase as an 
emerging research university, that quality 
of community ... must not be lost. 

— Chancellor and President Alfred F. 
Hurley (president 1982-2000, chancellor 
1982-2002), comments for UNT’s 
Centennial, 1990 

From left, W.J. McConnell, Alfred F. Hurley and J.C. Matthews
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— Molly Grisham
        Mean Green Soccer Defender

Coming from high school to a  
Division I team is no easy adjustment.  
For senior Molly Grisham, playing 

soccer for UNT was a challenge, but 
it was one she was up for. She 

credits her success juggling 
school, soccer and work to 

support from teammates, 
academic counselors and 

the resources available at 
UNT. Molly’s experience 
at UNT has provided her 

with the skills to win on 
and off the field. She’s been 

a Conference USA Co-Offensive 
Player of the Week, a member of 

C-USA’s All-Tournament Team and 
a member of the defending regular-

season conference champion team — 
all while maintaining a 3.74 GPA.

Follow Mean Green Sports for 
information and game updates.

800-UNT-2366 / 940-565-2527
MEANGREENSPORTS.COM
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This fall, UNT welcomed to campus the Class of 2019, one of our biggest and strongest 
freshman classes with 5,800 bright and talented students embodying the UNT spirit 
through and through. For Student Spirit Night, #UNT19 put their newfound Mean Green 
pride on display for their class photo at Apogee Stadium, forming UNT in a sea of green and 
white. Relive the moment in the 30-second timelapse video at northtexan.unt.edu/online.

The North Texan 
U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  N O R T H  T E X A S 
Division of University Relations, Communications and Marketing
1155 Union Circle #311070    Denton, Texas 76203-5017
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