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Celeste Williams is the first female sports editor for the Fort Worth Star Telegram, but to 

her, getting there was simply part of her career path and what she had fun doing. 

Williams grew up in Denton and started journalism early as sports editor for her eighth-

grade yearbook and as a staff writer the Denton High School newspaper. She went to what was 

then North Texas State University, where she also covered Denton High for the Denton Record 

Chronicle. After a brief stint volunteering for AmeriCorps VISTA, Williams returned to 

journalism at the Seguin Gazette. 

“I was the one-person sports staff there, which meant covering the high school and Texas 

Lutheran College, and whatever else we could do,” she said. “If there was a kid from Seguin that 



played for Texas, we’d do something. We’d do something on the Spurs every now and then 

because San Antonio was just down the street.” 

After Seguin, she moved to Beaumont to work in sports information for Lamar 

University, before working for the Beaumont Enterprise and Journal. She then moved to 

Houston to write for the Houston Post, and then the Houston Chronicle. 

“Back then, being a woman in sports, you kind of got a lot of opportunities,” Williams 

said. “I never had any issues. I always had really good mentors, really good bosses. There was 

sometimes some jealousy, ‘Well, she got a promotion because she’s a woman,’ or ‘she got this 

[or] that [because] she’s a woman.’ But I think that I always proved that I could do the work and 

do it well.” 

While at the Post, Williams got her career back on the editing track. She had covered 

tennis, but found she enjoyed writing headlines and cutlines and laying out pages. 

She briefly worked for the Star-Telegram in the early 90s before joining the staff at the 

Sporting News Magazine,where she helped lead a redesign in an otherwise relaxed atmosphere.  

“Sporting News was a lot of fun. It was a bunch of Texans there,” she said. “The boss 

was from Borger, and I had known him. He was out in San Jose and he had tried to hire me to go 

out there, but I didn’t want to live out in California. But he kept up with me. … When he got to 

the Sporting News, I couldn’t resist that. That was working for a sports magazine. That was the 

ultimate, it sounded like.” 

From Sporting News, Williams moved to the Chicago Sun Times, and then served as 

deputy editor of the Kansas City Star before returning to Texas with the Dallas Morning News. 

She then worked a few years at the Association of Tennis Professionals Tour, but wanted to 

return to the newsroom. She had a chance to be the sports editor at the Star, but the San Antonio 

Express-News needed an immediate response so she became the deputy sports editor . 

Williams was in San Antonio when the Spurs won the 1999 NBA Championship. But 

within a year, one of her former editors was hired as managing editor at the Star-Telegram and 

wanted to bring Williams on as the sports editor. 

Being the first woman sports editor, she said the only obstacle she faced was the 

publisher “just wanted to make sure that a chick knew her sports.” 

When she began her tenure at the Star-Telegram, Williams said her staff covered more 

national news and competed in Associated Press Sports Editors competitions against much larger 

publications. But in 2008, the Star-Telegram had its first of several layoffs. 

“We’ve done it so many times now, I’m kind of numb to it,” she said. 

Her staff still tries to cover local sports — she has a staffer for each professional team, for 

each college, and a part-time staffer covering high schools. The rest is done by freelancers. 

She said covering local sports is different from national sports, where “you get to do big 

picture stuff.” Maintaining objectivity in the newsroom can be difficult — like when the Rangers 

lost in the World Series in consecutive seasons — but the sports staff is so busy, it’s hard to get 

caught up as a fan. 

The changing news industry has caused the Star-Telegram to do more digital work, and 

Williams has led DFW OT, a digital sports magazine supplement to the newspaper. But despite 

the cutbacks, Williams says her team does good work. 

“I don’t take it easily when they tell me, ‘Hey, we’re cutting your space,’ or, ‘Hey, we’re 

laying off all your copy editors,’” Williams said. “I just go and tell them what I think and when I 

think they’re making mistakes. But, I think, having said that, I think we do a pretty good job of 



getting it covered. We don’t have the space like Dallas does. Of who’s left, I think we have 

really good writers. I think our Cowboy people are great. I think our Rangers guys are great.” 


