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Fundraising for Fun and Profit

Introduction
   Often times congregations vote approval of a library 
and duly provide suitable quarters. A librarian is chosen, 
but somehow the project dies a slow death because 
the appointee receives nothing more than a couple of 
boxes of old books and a lack of dependable funding. 
The librarian may have the ingenuity to make good 
use of the old books and a few sporadic dollars, but 
much more is needed to develop a fine and adequate 
educational center for his or her congregation.
   The best kind of library financing follows congregational 
polices and assures a regular, dependable income. 
Some congregational policies forbid most fund-raising 
methods. So, if your congregational library is affected 
by such policies, it is a good idea to CHECK FIRST 
and diligently campaign to become a line item in the 
budget! Ideally, the budget should include money to 
equip a new library or to increase the inventory and 
equipment of an already existing one.
   For the most part, the times have always been 
challenging for congregational libraries. As such, 
librarians have had to be creative in getting the monies 
needed to function adequately. In general, fundraisers 
are a lot of work! Not only that—they can be expensive, 
and the return on the investment may be minimal. 
However, when you factor in the visibility you gain, you 
will see that having “fun” raisers can be an effective 
tool to promote your library.
   Two time-consuming tasks of fundraising are finding 
new income streams and cultivating passion and 

Ideas for congregational librarians 
in tough economic times

interest. Every type of event takes some amount of 
preparation, planning, and hard work. Choose those 
events you want to have based on your prospective 
attendees. Remember, the two goals of a fundraising 
event are to raise money AND to have fun doing so. In 
order to accomplish both goals, you will need to get 
as many people as possible excited about attending or 
participating in your event. 

Ten Tips for Organizing Fundraisers*

1.  Develop a written project plan.  A plan guides your 
efforts by spelling out your goals and all roles and 
responsibilities as well as a tentative budget.
2.  If available, use your congregation’s website to 
communicate goals, thank sponsors, highlight periodic 
offerings, recognize successes, and honor individual 
contributors and supporters.

As of October 
1, 2011 our new 

address is:

CSLA
10157 SW Barbour Blvd  #102C

Portland OR 97219

The suite #102C MUST be on the mail or it 
will be returned.

Phone and email are the same.
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From The President’s Desk...
The New CSLA

Dear CSLA friends.
   Many of you know that I served as president of the Church and Synagogue Library 
Association from 2005-2006, so this is the second time you have afforded me the honor 
and privilege of serving in that position. As is the custom, I am greeting you at the beginning 
of the current term with words based on my installation speech in the hope that you will 
join with me in what promises to be an exciting and productive year for CSLA. 
   In many ways I am in a parallel position to 2005-2006. 2005 was a time when none of 
us could foresee the economic and technological changes lurking on the horizon. Some of 
what I had to say then is still appropriate and some is not.  What bears repeating?

   CSLA has been my crutch, and I know it has been your helper too. CSLA helped me understand how to process and 
catalog books and media, told me where library supply houses could be found, launched our library’s mission and 
selection policy statements, enabled us to set standards for how a library should operate, lay the foundation for us 
to create displays and build reading incentive programs, demonstrated the importance and variety of promotions, 
paved the way for us when we entered the new world of computers, encouraged us to obtain objective information 
on new books and media, provided us with information for a chapter library whose church had been on fire, enhanced 
our skills in working with volunteers, kept us on top of the library’s finances, and facilitated our meeting with other 
congregational librarians in our state chapter and at annual conferences.
   And, importantly, CSLA taught me that when it comes to congregational libraries, we all have the same problems, 
regardless of denomination and whether you are paid or volunteer:  How do you handle overdue books? What happens 
when the clergy has overdue books? How do you deal with unwanted gifts? How have you classified a particular 
volume? What criteria do you use in weeding? Do you cover paperbacks? How many Bible commentary sets does any 
congregational library really need?
   Many of us feel we would have a hard time managing without the support, guidance, and friendship that CSLA has 
provided religious libraries all over the country and the world since 1967. The internet has allowed CSLA to be a contact 
for anyone on this earth who has a library-related need. Please know that CSLA is here for you, too, whether you work 
alone in a small library or are part of a large library committee. We are here for you whether you live in an isolated area 
or in a major metropolis. We are here for you wherever and whenever you need us.

   These sentiments remain the same and inspire me and many of you to keep the flame of CSLA alive and well. I still 
see ”energetic vision seekers, engaging in thinking new thoughts, dreaming new dreams pioneering new spaces, and 
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lighting new lights.  We are not standing still, just as you 
in your congregational libraries cannot stand still.” But it is 
in the implementation of all these wonderful aspirations 
that CSLA has come to a turning point and must make 
profound changes.
   In 2005 CSLA had not lost a sizable percentage of our 
membership, putting a drain on our financial resources in 
order to keep operating; we did not see numerous libraries 
being discontinued due to the economy and technological 
advances that have led some pundits to question if we even 
need libraries, let alone congregational libraries. Recently 
I found myself reminding some of my younger friends 
that when television first became popular, there were 
people who said there was no longer a need for movies, 
and when the personal computer became available to all, 
there were people who said that we would be living in a 
paperless society! These predictions did not happen, but 
the world did change and then, as now, we have to be part 
of that change.
   Therefore, a task force for the Future of CSLA has been 
engaged during the past few months in trying to work out 
a concrete plan that will ensure survival of the association.  
We have analyzed several financial documents, reviewed 
the status of our chapters, and discussed whether or not 
to continue with annual conferences. We feel we have 
much to offer, and your enthusiastic response to Judy 
Janzen’s fundraising letter this spring has warmed our 
hearts and given us courage to continue. None of us want 
to dissolve. We have ruled out any merger with any other 
religious library group. We are in the process of trying to 
cut expenses and increase income, without increasing 
dues.
   Other decisions have been made or recommended to 
the CSLA Board:

•	 Frequent reminders to use the CSLA website in 
order to make purchases from Amazon.com will 
be implemented.

•	 CSLA’s web presence for visibility and for 
fundraising, as well as learning and education, will 
be emphasized.

•	 Printing and postage expenses will be reduced; 
this includes putting all issues of Congregational 
Libraries Today online effective immediately.

•	 We are developing plans to stabilize and increase 
our membership.

   Both in 2005 and now, in 2011, we have been blessed 
with a dynamic Board of Directors. Although we all have 
different perspectives and may not agree on everything, 
our goal is for the New CSLA to survive and thrive in the 
twenty-first century. One absolute necessity, at this time, 
is for much of our communication with you to be web or 
email related. We know that not all of our members can 
or wish to use computers and/or the internet. Whatever 
the reason, let us know what your circumstances are and 
we will do our best to help you through this transition. We 
need you all to be able to access Congregational Libraries 
Today online, to participate in voting, and to communicate 
with us electronically whenever possible. We need you 
all to be able to receive email notices and information. 
It is my absolute intention for the CSLA membership to 
hear from CSLA much more frequently—and not just for 
fundraising but for what is new and exciting in the world 
of congregational librarianship. But we need you in order 
to serve you!
   So, here I am, repeating myself—and I hope with wisdom 
and with fairness. With the help of all of our devoted 
members, and with God’s blessings, the Church and 
Synagogue Library Association will be a vital link in the 
lives of each of you and your congregations for many years 
to come.
   God Bless you all, and God Bless CSLA!
   Let me take this opportunity to wish you and yours the 
blessings of the 2011 holiday season.
   —Evelyn Pockrass

You Need to Know about Archives
   Often, part of the congregational librarian’s job is maintaining archives for the congregation. 
CSLA offers the perfect guide to assist you with your archives!
   Planning A Congregational Archives Center, the new guide authored by Curtis Howard, 
PhD—director of the John O. Peterson Library at the Alfred Street Baptist Church in Alexandria, 
Virginia—is just the tool you need to get you started or to help you improve your existing archives 
center. 
   Some of the questions Dr. Howard asks you to consider:
What are your items of enduring value? When is the appropriate time to establish a records 
program? Who will authorize and manage the center? Where is there appropriate space for an 
archival records program? How does the archival collection fit into the budget?
   For answers to these questions and more, check out this guide!

$12 for members, $14 for non-members, plus $3.00 p&h

Request from:
CSLA, 10157 Barbour Blvd, #102C,  Portland OR 97219, csla@worldaccessnet.com
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3.  Review previous records. See 
what has been successful before. 
Look for ways to improve upon the 
past. In other words, brainstorm 
and research.
4.  Set a specific timeline. Make 
sure that your START date and 
END date are both firm. Avoid 
scheduling conflicts. Plan ahead to 
avoid overlapping other important 
congregational activities as well as 
important community events and 
holidays.
5.  Actively recruit volunteers. Get 
more and better volunteers by 
going after them. Do not wait for 
them to come to you. Advertise 
for specific help via newsletters, 
word of mouth, and congregational 
websites.

6.  Identify needs and define (or 
refine) roles by developing written 
job descriptions. Do it ahead of 
time and match your group‘s 
needs to each volunteer’s skills and 
availability.
7. Use different people. Fill 
organizational roles well ahead of 
time with different people than on 
the last fundraiser, unless there is a 
good reason not to switch.
8. Start early to broaden 
participation. Put the word out 
early and often about what 
volunteers you need. Get plenty of 
them, so no one feels overworked. 
Offer a volunteer sign-up sheet for 
different events at every meeting 
until you get what you need.

9.  Have a “master sergeant.” Use a 
strong communicator and “people 
person” to help group and assign 
volunteers.
10. Set small group goals. Break 
down the overall goal into what is 
needed from each sub-group. Set up 
each unit with its own goals. Reward 
each sub-group based on its own 
success.  
*These tips are based on an internet article 
by Kimberly Reynolds, a writer for national 
publications about nonprofit fundraisers.

Ideas for “Fun” Raisers 

An ideal fundraiser is one 
that benefits the participants, 
beneficiaries of the mission, and 
those who donated money, time, 
and talent, as well as the library 
hosting the fundraiser.
1. Dedicate a Percentage of the 
Offering—Congregational leaders 
and Sunday School departments 
(or other educational departments) 
may be encouraged to support the 
library with a percentage of their 
proceeds or offerings on a regular 
basis. This is one way to get CASH 
instead of things!
2. Schedule Library Sunday or 
Sabbath—Such a special day might 
be incorporated as an annual event 
on the church calendar. Special 
segments of the worship service 
highlighting the library would be 
a plus. All monies collected in the 
special offering would be used to 
support the library.

>>  from front page 

3. Recommend a Class or Group 
Project —The key is to target a class 
or group for certain library interests. 
For instance, items purchased as a 
Sunday School class or Education 
Department project will likely reflect 
the special interest of that class or 
group.  
   In another scenario, older adults 
might select devotional reading, 
novels, Bible study helps, and 
other reference materials.  Younger 
married and/or professional people 
may be interested in books about 
childcare, marital problems, and 
general psychology from a biblical 
point of view.
   Women or youth groups might 
provide funds for missionary 
adventures or hobbies. Teens 
may prefer their favorite novelists 
or inspirational items written by 
prominent personalities, such as 
athletes or movie stars. Fiction or 
biography catches the eye and the 
interest of most youngsters from 
junior high school age down.
   Educators in the congregation will 
want to see materials on teaching 
and student guidance. They as well 
as ministerial staff may contribute 
one or more holy texts along with 
commentaries, or atlases or works 
of art, geology, or geography.
4. Seasonal Projects—Holidays or 
special religious 
observances are 
great times to of-
fer or create for 
sale ornaments, 
greeting cards, 
and gift wrapping. Included in the 
seasonal projects are hearts and 
flowers for Valentine’s Day or theme 
baskets for Thanksgiving. This may 

be a good time (prior 
to the holiday ba-
zaars and festivals) 
to offer a class in arts 
and crafts to create 
seasonal items.
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5. Piggy Banks—Library staff 
and volunteers could decorate a 
large piggy bank and place it in a 
conspicuous place in the library or 
sanctuary (with permission). Have a 
contest to name the piggy bank, and 
encourage patrons to put their spare 
change in it.

6. Bottle and Can Drive—This 
fundraiser is as old as dirt. Once a 
month or once a year, hold a bottle 
and can drive. Involve the community 
and let them know when and where 
items can be dropped off.
7. Read-A-Thon—For this event, 
readers should be grouped by ages 
or classes. They could collect pledges 
from family, friends, and neighbors. 
The pledges might be a penny a page 
or a set amount for each book read 
during the event. There are many 
possible variations of this activity.

8. Auctions—Invite local businesses 
and individuals to donate interesting 
products (or services) that could be 
offered at an auction. Select a good 
auctioneer—one who has humor 
and skill. Include some “mystery 
packages” that are specially 
wrapped. To attract a larger crowd, 
publicize your event well in advance 
with flyers and posters.

9. Local Idol Com-
petition—Mine 
the talent of your 
youth. Select a 
group of young 
people to be in 
a competition 
similar to Ameri-
can Idol. All of your judges should 
be NICE.  Not everyone need be a 
singer—include musicians, comedi-
ans, and dancers.  The try-out stage 
should only take place in front of 
judges—no live audiences at this 
point. This serves to narrow down 
the list of competitors. Charge ad-
mission to the final evening of com-
petition.
10. Private Exhibition—Individuals 
who are talented in the field of 
painting, sculpting, needlework, 
jewelry-making, and other creative 
crafts can hold occasional exhibitions 
and charge admission. Invite the 
public. Note that these same artisans 
could help with “seasonal projects.”
11. Gardening or Green 
Thumb Project—If you 
have volunteers with 
green thumbs, they 
could easily grow some 
plant cuttings or start 
some seeds or bulbs 
growing, ready for a 
plant sale in the spring 
or early summer, when 
people are looking to 
restock their gardens. Other times 
could include Mother’s, Father’s, 
and Women’s Day; Valentine’s Day; 
or days of special religious obser-
vance. Mulch or pine straw can be 
good revenue producers, too.  
12. Shelves ‘R Us—The congregation 
and their families could be 
encouraged to donate funds to 
have their names (or those of their 
deceased loved ones) engraved 
on library shelves to help fund the 
library. My church did this, and it 
was very successful.

13. Memorial Gifts—Library pub-
licity should occasionally indicate 
that it is prepared to accept books 
and other library materials given in 
memory of loved ones, to mark the 
death of a special person, or to com-
memorate events, such as congrega-
tional anniversaries.  Acknowledge-
ment of such gifts should be sent in 
writing promptly.
14. Book “Showers”—Similar to a 
baby shower, such a project might 
be sponsored by either the whole 
congregation or one department. 
A local bookstore might be willing 
to consign a selection of books that 
have been chosen jointly by the 
librarian and bookstore manager. 
This fundraiser gives special impetus 
to building the library inventory 
because people will far more quickly 
buy a book that they hold in their 
hands than one they must choose 
from a booklist.
   One church used a book shower 
project by designating the month of 

November as “Thanks-
giving Month for the Li-
brary.” The theme of the 
month-long display was 
“Be Thankful for Written 
Words.” Posters encour-
aged members to be ac-
tively thankful by giving 
a book to the library. Do-
nors received a name-
plate in each book given.

15. Library Book Clubs—A club could 
be organized whose members buy 
books, read them, and then donate 
them to the congregational library. 
The advantage to club members is 
that they would obtain discounts 
from publishers or bookstores. Many 
companies extend such discounts to 
churches, but rarely to individuals.
16. Wanted List —The librarian 
should prepare an annotated list 
of books from which persons may 
select and purchase books as gifts 
to the library. The list will need to be 
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revised regularly, deleting acquired 
books and adding newly published 
ones. The librarian should also 
supplement this list with another 
comprehensive listing of the titles 
and types of books which the 
congregational library will accept. 
Be sure to have a “donation policy.”

17. Music Con-
cert—A themed 
music concert can 
be a great family 
night—or do the 
same thing for 
teens. Be sure the 
performers you 
bring in have the 
right sound for 
the target groups.

18. Yard Sale—The yard sale 
or rummage sale is an age-old 
fundraiser. Put the 
word out to get as 
many desirable and 
usable items to sell as 
possible. You might 
even accept items on 
consignment. In this 
scenario, the library 
splits the proceeds 
with the donor. Good recordkeeping 
is a MUST!
19. Commercial Fundraisers—If you 
do not want to be involved with “do-
it-yourself” fundraising ideas, there 
are tons of companies that are eager 
to help libraries and schools. Be sure 
to read the fine print and do a little 
research beforehand. Advertising 
and good recordkeeping are also 
wise. 
   Among the popular commercial 
fundraisers are those that handle 
personalized cookbooks, candy, or 
photographs. Other lesser known 
ones involve recycling cell phones 
and personalizing children’s books.

Conclusion

   Do not forget to evaluate—the 
evaluation phase is as important as 

the planning and research phase 
and should not be overlooked.  
Evaluation not only reports success 
but also points future planning 
teams in the right direction.
   The first and 
more measur-
able point to 
consider is the 
financial suc-
cess. If you did 
not meet your 
financial objectives, try to determine 
why.  Less measurable is the aware-
ness factor: if you achieved your at-
tendance or participation numbers, 
count that as a success. Gather feed-
back from attendees, staff, and vol-
unteers. Was the “buzz” good? Are 
people talking about next year or 
the next project? What went right 

and what went wrong?
   When fundraising 
events work, they can 
be a real boon to your 
development efforts. 
The keys are having a 
well-thought-out plan, a 
comprehensive budget, 
and good and sufficient 

people to help make it happen. And, 
when you pair the goals of raising 
money and raising awareness, you 
can end up with a satisfying, fun 
event that helps to develop a new 
image for your library—one that 
builds a positive energy that will 
help meet many of your library goals 
and mission.—Joyce Allen, Indiana 
Chapter (and former president of 
CSLA), jsallen@hotmail.com

Sources

Joachim, Jean C.  Beyond the Bake 
Sale: The Ultimate School Fund-
Raising Book. New York: St. Martin’s 
Press, 2003.
Loewe, Missy and David R. Mould.  
Beyond the Bake Sale:  100 Innovative 
Fundraising Ideas for Nonprofits. 
Frederick, MD: PublishAmerica, 
2007.

More information 
on fundraising is 
available from these 
websites:
ala.org/ala/professionalresources/
libfactsheets/
alalibraryfactsheet24.cfm

librarysupportstaff.com/find$.
html#nonprofit

staff.lib.msu.edu/harris23/
grants/4relfund.htm

In this 
season of 
giving—
please 
keep CSLA 
in mind.

Dues pay only a portion of our 
expenses; the association depends 
upon donations to maintain 
operations.  As you make up your 
gift-buying list this season, please 
consider a gift to your association.

Together, we can keep CSLA 
strong and healthy.
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REVISED BYLAWS 
AND STANDING 

RULES

   CSLA has updated its governing documents—now called the Revised Bylaws and Standing 
Rules. This revised version of the CSLA Constitution and Bylaws, originally composed in 1969, 
was approved by the members present at the recent CSLA Business Meeting during the annual 
conference in Washington, DC, on July 22, 2011. The former Constitution is now incorporated 
into the revised Bylaws. Amendments to the Bylaws must be recommended by the Board 
of Directors and submitted to the membership for approval. A companion document, the 
Standing Rules, contains policies that refer directly to specific provisions in the Bylaws. Standing 
Rules may be changed by a vote of the Board of Directors. These new documents will be 
posted on the CSLA website for access by all members.
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CSLA Board Convenes Online
   On October 24, 2011, your board collected themselves for a conference call. 
The board has agreed that, with all things technical proceeding at breakneck pace, 
perhaps they should stay in touch more frequently.  Email is speedy, of course, but 
does not lend itself to productive discussion. The board has done this before with 
success and this “meeting” was useful. 

At this meeting:

Ø   It was agreed that CSLA participate in the Women’s Bean Project as a fundraising 
event.  Please, see the article below for more information. Participation in this project 
will provide a great opportunity for CSLA members to Christmas shop and help CSLA at the same time. This 
program will work much the same as our agreement with Amazon; by using the CSLA code when purchasing, the 
organization receives a benefit from each purchase.

Ø   Under consideration is a revised dues structure that would include a student fee—something we have not 
had before—as well as adjustments to the current membership opportunities.

Ø   Also under consideration is the possibility of journeying to Lake Junaluska in North Carolina for the 2013 
annual conference.
   The board will conference again in January for the regular meeting, since it is no longer deemed expedient, 
nor economical, to travel for the January meeting.

Women’s Bean Project
   The Women’s Bean Project was created in 1989 in Denver,  Colorado, to help women 
overcome the challenges of poverty and chronic unemployment. A volunteer at a 
women’s shelter, Jossy Eyre, came to the realization that the women needed a way to 
help themselves in order to keep poverty at bay. The project started with $500 worth 
of beans and two homeless women willing to work. From there, the enterprise has 
expanded in several directions and has many products to offer:  gourmet bean soup 
mixes, dip mixes, cookie mixes, organic coffee, instant teas, tea bags, sweets, and 
handmade jewelry. 
   This is a wonderful organization that has grown over the years with its mission of 
providing skills for self-improvement, building confidence to create better lives for 
the women and their families, and giving hope for the future.
   With their partnering feature, WBP allows others to help them and help themselves.  CSLA is delighted to be a 

part of this program, which has double benefits for participants—giving and receiving.
    Visit the website: www.womensbeanproject.com. If you decide to make a purchase, include 

CSLA’s designated code in the PROMOTION CODE box at checkout:  CSLA11.  CSLA will 
receive a percentage of the proceeds of the sale.

   If you live in the area, you can take a tour and learn about the project; WBP offers BeansTalk 
Tours on the first Friday of each month.
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      SPECIAL FOR CSLA….PICK YOUR PROGRAM… 
Then take 50% off the price to help us  

celebrate our 30th year! 

***     CATALOG CARD CREATOR            $115   was $229 
(Prints catalog card sets or singles and label sets.   Pre-formatted,  
you select type size, style.)  Complete with 100 sheet package of 3 
cards on a sheet catalog cards… 
 

 

***    COMPUTER ACCESS CATALOG   $245    was $489 
(Catalog, easiest multi-field searching, prints label sets and lists)  
 

 

 ***  The CIRCULATION DESK                  $300  was $599 
(Circulation System, catalog, easiest multi-field searching, overdue  
management, prints label sets and lists) 
 

*** These programs also available in versions that print
catalog card sets or singles and label sets.    
 Pre-formatted,  you select type size, style.)  
 

      EASY TO LEARN… 
         EASY TO USE… 
              AFFORDABLE ! 

              Serving the Church and Synagogue  
          Library Community for more than 30 years 

 

RIGHT ON PROGRAMS 
27 Bowdon Road 

Huntington  NY  11740 

 631-424-7777  FAX: 424-7207 
email: 

friends@rightonprograms.com 

  CONTACT US………. 
 for a complete,  

fully functioning, 
DEMO program….    

FREE! 
 

Try Before You Buy! 

Time to AUTOMATE 
your CHURCH LIBRARY! 

 

The time is RIGHT! 
 

      The price is RIGHT! 
 

       The software is from 
       RIGHT ON PROGRAMS! 

Index of 
Publications 
on the Web

Searching for just the right CSLA guide 
that might be helpful to you in your li-
brary ministry?  Check www.cslainfo.org 
for a NEWLY REVISED index using topics 
common to librarians.  Topics range 
from accessioning, circulation, memori-
als, and posters to weeding.

If you don’t have access to the internet, 
try your public library for internet access, 
or call Judy Janzen at 1-800-LIB-CSLA.

Do you order 
from Amazon? 
When you order books—or 
anything else—from Amazon, 
there is an easy way for you to 
provide financial assistance to the 
Church and Synagogue Library 
Association. Just remember to go 
first to the CSLA website at www.
cslainfo.org.

In the box at the top on the right 
side, just click on the logo:

Amazon pays a commission 
to CSLA for all orders placed 
in this fashion, and there is no 
increased cost to you. So, it is a 
free and easy way in which you 
can support the ongoing work of 
CSLA.*
 
*Some browsers may require you to type in the 
name of a book before taking you to Amazon. Do 
not click on Get Widget. If you have problems, 
contact Judy Janzen at the CSLA office.  
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For the Holidays
Nathan Blows Out The
Hanukkah Candles
Tami Lehman-Wilzig with Nicole Katzman. Il-
lustrated by Jeremy Tugeau.  Kar-Ben, 2011. 
32p. $17.95, hardcover library binding.  
ISBN: 978-0-7613-6657-7.  www.karben.
com  [E] Autism—Juvenile fiction. Hanuk-
kah—Juvenile fiction. Brothers—Juvenile 
fiction. Neighborliness—Juvenile fiction. Juda-

ism—Customs and practices—Juvenile fiction.
The title alerts you that something is a little off—Hanukkah 

candles are supposed to burn all the way down each night. 
Blowing them out is a bit shocking. Nathan’s brother, Jacob, 
cannot believe it when Nathan blows the candles out. Jacob 
gets angry, but his anger is the prelude to understanding.

We learn early that Nathan’s “mind is wired differently.” While 
the family understands his quirks, Jacob becomes concerned 
when a new friend joins them for lighting the candles. Jacob 
worries about how his new friend will react to his weird brother. 
A careful reader will quickly understand that Nathan is autistic. 
The author admirably illustrates the tensions that arise as the 
family copes with his different behaviors. The resolution is one 
that is inclusive and compassionate. Jacob defends and even 
takes pleasure in his brother. For Nathan’s family and friends, 
this odd Hanukkah becomes “totally awesome.”  

Families that include an autistic child often face difficulties; 
communities sometimes do not provide sufficient support. This 
book is a welcome tale of understanding and transformation. I 
found it a heartwarming tale that may serve as a model for real-
life acceptance and inclusion. Highly recommended.

    —Rabbi Louis A. Rieser

Song of the Stars:
A Christmas Story
Sally Lloyd-Jones. Illustrated by Alison Jay. 
 Zonderkidz, 2011. 32p. $15.99, hardcov-
er.  ISBN: 978-0310-7229-1-5.  www.
zondervan.com  [E]  Jesus Christ—Nativity—
Juvenile fiction.

It begins quietly, with rustling 
leaves and a whisper, but the word spreads quickly. (“It’s time! 
It’s time!”) All creation, from tiny field mice and sandpipers 
to the great whales and the mighty lion—even the stars and 
trees—rejoice at the word: “The One who made us has come 
to live with us!” All living things take up the song, joining their 
voices with those of the angels.

Luminous paintings by Alison Jay beautifully complement the 
psalm-like text by Sally Lloyd-Jones. From the quiet beginning, 
the feeling of celebration pulses and builds. Readers young and 
old will feel the joy at the birth of “Heaven’s Son.”
This is a captivating book, highly recommended. Previous 

books by Lloyd-Jones include the The Jesus Storybook Bible 
(Zonderkidz, 2007).   —Monica Tenney 

‘Tis the Season: Church Celebrations 
for Advent & Christmas
Rachel Gilmore.  Judson Press, 2011. 110p. 
$14.99, paperback.  ISBN: 978-0-8170-1697-5.  
www.judsonpress.com  263’.91 Advent. Christ-
mas. Worship programs.

In ‘Tis the Season, educator Rachel Gilmore 
offers a bounty of ideas and instructions 
for worship services and other events to 

celebrate Advent and Christmas. Her guide, aimed at church 
staff and volunteers, provides detailed information for eigh-
teen programs. For each, Gilmore gives the scriptural basis; a 
“leader’s need-to-know;” a list of necessary equipment, supplies, 
and personnel; carol and hymn suggestions; and, where ap-
plicable, the order of worship, script, and readings. An appen-
dix provides reproducible handouts and other resources, and 
there is a list of free downloads and handouts available at the 
publisher’s website. 
The eighteen celebrations include a “Hanging of the Greens 

Worship Service,” services based on the traditional Sunday 
themes of Advent (hope, love, joy, and peace), workshops, dra-
matic readings, a carol service, and a “Jesus, Light of the World” 
service in which participants form a cross with luminaries. In 
addition to the themes of Advent, Gilmore emphasizes peace, 
light, eternal life, responsible stewardship, and serving others.
‘Tis the Season is an excellent resource for church staff and vol-

unteers. Even though it may not stand up to library circulation 
(pages began to separate slightly from the binding as I read), it 
will be a useful resource for church workers who plan seasonal 
celebrations.   —Monica Tenney 
 

Engineer Ari and the
Hanukkah Mishap
Deborah Bodin Cohen. Illustrated by Shahar 
Kober.  Kar-Ben, 2011. 32p. $17.95, hard-
cover library binding.  ISBN: 978-0-7613-
5145-0.  www.karben.com  [E] Railroad 
trains—Juvenile fiction. Hanukkah—Juvenile 
fiction. Bedouins—Juvenile fiction. Jews—

Palestine—Juvenile fiction. Palestine—History—1799-1917—Juvenile 
fiction.

Engineer Ari is out for his third holiday train ride, this time 

new media for your library
fresh citations
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from Jerusalem to Jaffa, carrying all the necessary goods 
for Hanukkah. As he makes his way, he encounters chil-
dren playing games that tell the story of Judah Maccabee 
and Hanukkah. The ride is interrupted, however, when 
a camel blocks the tracks and causes an accident. While 
waiting for help, Engineer Ari celebrates the first night of 
Hanukkah with a Bedouin, Kalil, who comes to his aid and 
becomes his new friend. 
The background to this story lies in Israel of the 1890s, 

when the first railroad ran between Jerusalem and the 
Mediterranean coast. The author adds helpful notes at the 
end about the train and the holiday.  
This colorful book for preschoolers succeeds in telling 

the holiday tale and teaching something about Israel’s 
early days. Both text and illustrations include appealing 
humor. This is an easy and interesting story for introduc-
ing Hanukkah to young children.

See earlier holiday outings in Engineer Ari and the Rosh 
Hashanah Ride (2008) and Engineer Ari and the Sukkah 
Express (2010), both from Kar-Ben.  —Rabbi Louis A. Rieser

Christmas Stories: 
Heartwarming Classics of 
Angels, a Manger, and the 
Birth of Hope
Max Lucado.  Thomas Nelson, 2011. 
271p. $17.99, hardcover.  ISBN: 978-1-
4016-8543-0.  www.thomasnelson.com 
 242.335 Christmas—Anecdotes. Jesus 
Christ—Nativity.

All the stories in Max Lucado’s 
Christmas Stories have been pub-

lished previously, some under different titles. Neverthe-
less, because of the author’s inimitable creativity and style, 
his stories remain fresh, appealing, and inspirational.
This new compilation consists of two parts: “Christ Is Cel-

ebrated” and “Christ Is Born.” Interspersed with the stories 
are brief excerpts from Lucado’s other works appropriate 
to Christmas and his short introductory statements “From 
the Desk of Max Lucado.” (The latter are apparently new; 
no source for them is indicated.)

Christmas Stories will be a valuable addition to a library’s 
holdings on the Nativity and of Lucado’s books.

   —Beverly M. Bixler
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A Lancaster County Christmas 
Suzanne Woods Fisher.  Revell (an imprint of Baker), 
2011. 198p. $15.99, hardcover.  ISBN: 978-0-8007-
1995-1.  www.revellbooks.com  Fiction Amish—Fic-
tion. Lancaster County (Pa.)—Fiction. Christmas stories. 

Suzanne Woods Fisher has a special interest 
in what happens when the lives of the Amish 
and the “English” intersect. In A Lancaster 
County Christmas, the paths of an Amish fam-
ily and a young couple cross two days before 

Christmas. When Jaime Fitzpatrick’s flashy sports car slips into 
a pond, she and her husband C. J. have no choice but to stay 
a while at the farmhouse of Solomon and Mattie Riehl, their 
young son Danny, and Mattie’s teenage nephew Zach. Each 
of Fisher’s adult characters is troubled: grief for a lost mother, 
infertility and a recent miscarriage, the suspicion of marital 
infidelity, parental rejection, fixation on material possessions, 
career concerns, or a broken relationship with God. 

A Lancaster County Christmas presents an absorbing story, 
skillfully told and set in Pennsylvania farm country during a 
Christmastime snowstorm. Readers follow the Riehls and the 
Fitzpatricks from the biting winds outside to the barn where 
a Christmas lamb is born and to the cozy interior of the Amish 
farmhouse. In these pleasing settings, Fisher’s well-drawn char-
acters mend relationships, learn from one another, and resolve 
an unexpected crisis. Recommended. —Monica Tenney 

Remembering Christmas 
Dan Walsh.  Revell (an imprint of Baker), 2011. 
264p. $15.99, hardcover.   ISBN: 978-0-8007-1979-1. 
 www.revellbooks.com  Fiction Christmas stories. 

Former pastor Dan Walsh adds to his recent 
string of novels with Remembering Christmas, 
a tale that touches on relationships between 
adult children and their parents, stepfamilies, 
homelessness, mental illness, and the choice 
between self-centered affluence and a life of 

simple goodness and charity. Most of all, Walsh’s novel is about 
looking back with gratitude at the life-changing example of 
people who live their faith. 

Rick Denton looks back on a Christmas thirty years earlier, 
when his life as a busy CPA in another state was interrupted by 
his stepfather’s medical crisis. Rick grudgingly agreed to fill in 
at the church-basement bookshop his mother and stepfather 
ran. Rick was dismayed to find he must extend his stay beyond 
the weekend stopover he had originally planned. Rick found 
himself intrigued by a young single mother who helped at the 
shop and disturbed by a homeless man his stepfather had fed 
and protected. Eventually, the surprises Rick encountered made 
all the difference in his life. Now a grandfather, Rick remembers 
with gratitude the Christmas that changed everything.  

Walsh has crafted an enjoyable, nostalgic tale. Recommended 
for fans of Christmas fiction.  —Monica Tenney 

The Christmas Shoppe 
Melody Carlson.  Revell, 2011. 168p. $15.99, 
hardcover.  ISBN: 978-0-8007-1926-5.  www.
revellbooks.com  Fiction Christmas stories. 

As Christmas nears, a stranger comes to the 
town of Parrish Springs. Matilda Honeycutt 

has bought the old Barton Building 
downtown, and word is she intends to 
open a business. Matilda strikes most of the 
townspeople who encounter her as odd. Her 

hair is long and gray. She wears sandals in November and long, 
swirly skirts. Her jewelry jingles. Is she a hippie? Is she some 
kind of witch? The townspeople are abuzz with curiosity. 

Newspaperman Tommy Thompson, city manager Susanna 
Elton, local pol George Snider, and other characters bring their 
own foibles to the situation, sometimes with humorous results. 
Past hurts, too, require attention. When Matilda finally opens 
the doors to her shop, each visitor in turn finds something 
surprising, healing, and very special.  

Fans of Carlson will find what they are looking for in The 
Christmas Shoppe.   —Monica Tenney 

Sources of Strength

Wisdom Found: Stories of Women 
Transfigured by Faith
Lindsay Hardin Freeman, ed.  Forward Move-
ment, 2011. 128p. $17.95, hardcover.  ISBN: 
978-0-88028-326-7.  www.forwardmovement.org 
 242.643 Christian women—Anecdotes. Christian 
women—Prayers and devotions. 

Stories teach, strengthen, and bring 
together cultures and generations. Wisdom 
Found, a book by and for women, features 

stories of one or two pages each. There are sections on finding 
balance, work and play, motherhood, marriage, pain and heal-
ing, grief, and more. Not all the stories have happy endings, but 
all yield general or particular wisdom.
The stories shared are as varied as the women who wrote 

them. Some, from cancer patients and widows, are poignant. 
Some, from victims or perpetrators of crimes, are dramatic. 
Others speak of the ordinary—having coffee, folding clothes, 
enjoying unexpected blessings, experiencing friendships, and 
grandparenting.

Limits on women’s roles in the church, the glass ceiling in the 
workplace, and other reasons women sometimes do not feel 
fully acknowledged frame some of the stories. References to 
the Episcopal Church reflect this publisher’s connection with 
that denomination but do not limit the text’s value for others. 
These issues cross denominational and cultural lines.

Watch for exceptional phrasing—“God’s will is what you 
would choose if you knew all the facts” and “consolidated 
prayers of the congregation.” With artwork, scripture, poetry, 
and other quotations enhancing the text, this beautiful and 
meaningful book earns a high recommendation for church 
libraries.    —Carolyn Egolf

The Monastery of the Heart: An 
Invitation to a Meaningful Life
Joan Chittister.  BlueBridge, 2011. 224p. $19.95, 
hardcover.  ISBN: 978-1-933346-34-2.  www.
bluebridgebooks.com  248.482 Spiritual life—Catho-
lic Church. Monastic and religious life. Benedictines—
Religious life.
“Monastery” may evoke thoughts of silence, 

austerity, isolation, and limited living. Not 
so in Monastery of the Heart, where the Rule 
of St. Benedict, written over fifteen hundred 

years ago, is presented in a fresh, practical way. According to 
Benedictine nun Joan Chittister, Benedictine values are both 
possible and desirable not only in monasteries but also in our 
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hearts as we live, work, and relate in a fast-paced world.
Six sections focus on commitment, interior life, community, 

service, promise, and spiritual growth. Each of the twenty-five 
meditations is centered on the page, suggesting poetry. Do not 
assume this format calls for quick reading; taking time is the es-
sence of Benedictine spirituality. Readers should give this text 
the time required to absorb its depth.
Three particularly strong chapters are on hospitality, leader-

ship, and manual work. The tone is freeing, suggesting balance, 
awareness, and deep appreciation for beauty, for people, and 
for joy in both creation and creativity. Love is the over-arching 
theme.

Recommended for church libraries, spiritual directors, teach-
ers, and readers interested in contemplative life. See www.mon-
asteriesoftheheart.org for more information on the Monastery of 
the Heart movement.    —Carolyn Egolf

Life Is Too Short: Stories of Transformation and 
Renewal after 9/11
Wendy Stark Healy.  iUniverse, 2011. 114p. $12.95, paperback.  ISBN: 
978-1-4620-2022-5.  www.iuniverse.com  363.3 Disaster relief. Septem-
ber 11 terrorist attacks, 2001. Lutheran Disaster Response (Program).
Ten years after that awful September day in 2001, the changes 

it brought are all around us. Wendy Stark Healy was running a 
communications and marketing firm when the terrorists struck. 
Soon after, she was helping manage communications for the 
Lutheran Disaster Response of New York. In Life Is Too Short, 
Healy tells the stories of a dozen people whose lives and work 
were profoundly changed by the events of September 11.

Among the persons profiled is a pastor who served as a chap-
lain at Ground Zero and blessed body parts recovered from the 
rubble. He became a counselor specializing in recovery from 
trauma. Another is a woman who formerly ran a sweater busi-
ness; she oversaw the creation of a nonprofit community center 
focusing on disaster preparedness, response, and recovery. A 
young woman who had worked as a financial consultant now 
manages a museum and a four-thousand-member non-profit 
that supports victim’s families.  
The work of several of Healy’s subjects has been funded by 

Lutheran Disaster Response of New York. Her book is an inspir-
ing study in the ways people can find strength and healing in 
caring and service for others.  —Monica Tenney

More Glimpses of Heaven: Inspiring 
True Stories of Hope and Peace at the 
End of Life’s Journey
Trudy Harris.  Revell (an imprint of Baker), 2010. 
204p. $13.99, paperback.  ISBN: 978-0-8007-3440-
4.  www.revellbooks.com  236.1 Death—Reli-
gious aspects—Christianity.
This volume follows Trudy Harris’s Glimpses 

of Heaven (Revell, 2008). Harris, a nurse, 
tells many of her own recollections; others 

are from hospice nurses, volunteers, and others. In these brief 
stories, God intervenes in both expected and surprising ways. 
Often the end-of-life wishes reflect the life, as in the case of a 
Navy man who desired to be buried in his uniform to “meet his 
Commander.”

It comes as no surprise that among the most poignant stories 
are those involving children. Their acceptance of the reality of 
death and their openness in sharing “glimpses” are inspiring 
and instructive.

One finds comfort in the peace evident in nearly all the stories, 
though often that comes after certain issues—relationships 

or responsibilities—are resolved. Admiration increases for the 
sensitivity of those who work in hospice settings, whether in 
medical roles or as chaplains or volunteers. While the text is 
evangelical in tone, it is ecumenical in scope, spanning ages, 
lifestyles, and economic situations.

Recommended for church libraries, chaplains, pastors, and 
medical personnel, especially those working in hospice settings 
and with end-of-life issues.  —Carolyn Egolf

Coach Wooden: The 7 Principles that 
Shaped His Life and Will Change Yours
Pat Williams with James Denney.  Revell (an imprint 
of Baker), 2011. 186p. $17.99, hardcover.  ISBN: 
978-0-8007-1997-5.  www.revellbooks.com  
Biography Christian life. Success—Religious aspects—
Christianity. Wooden, John, 1910-2010. Basketball 
fans—Religious life.

Fans of college basketball know coach John 
Wooden stands out not only as the great-

est basketball coach but also as a person who lived by strong 
principles. The seven principles Wooden’s father taught him are: 
be true to yourself, help others, make each day your master-
piece, drink deeply from good books, make friendship a fine art, 
build a shelter against a rainy day by the life you live, and pray 
for guidance and counsel and give thanks for your blessings 
each day. Pat Williams skillfully illustrates each of the chapters 
with stories by Coach Wooden along with memorable quotes 
and numerous anecdotes from friends, players, and colleagues. 
Tony Dungy’s foreword is a heartfelt memory that readers will 
not soon forget.

Librarians will note Wooden’s love for great literature, especial-
ly the Bible; he majored in English literature at Purdue Univer-
sity. End matter includes the eulogy given by Wooden’s son at 
his father’s funeral in 2010, a list of his coaching achievements 
from high school through the championship years, a collection 
of “Woodenisms,” and a complete list of sources. Wooden and 
his strong principles will inspire readers of this book.

   —Mary Lou Henneman

Family & Community

Amish Values for Your Family: What 
We Can Learn from the Simple Life
Suzanne Woods Fisher.  Revell, 2011. 188p. $12.99, 
paperback.  ISBN: 978-0-8007-1996-8.  www.
revellbooks.com  241’.0497 Conduct of life. Fami-
lies. Amish—Conduct of life. Aphorisms and 
apothegms.

Although Suzanne Woods Fisher is not 
Amish, her interest in Amish culture stems 
from having a grandfather who was. Her 

research for Amish Values for Your Family included visiting and 
even staying with Amish families in many parts of the coun-
try. She also received permission to include excerpts from The 
Budget, the Amish-Mennonite weekly published in Sugarcreek, 
Ohio. The excerpts end each chapter following the author’s 
brief summary with suggestions on how the chapter’s subject 
may apply to anyone’s family.
The reader gets a thoughtful look at Amish life, including 

child-raising, work ethic, church services, and weddings. Fisher 
writes of the rumspringa, the “running around” in which sixteen 
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to twenty-one-year-olds have a chance to sample life outside 
their community before they decide whether to join the church. 
If they do not, they are no longer Amish and must leave their 
family.

Fisher prefaces each of her chapters with an Amish proverb, 
such as “No joy is complete unless it is shared” and “Teamwork 
divides the effort and multiplies the effect.” Amish Values for 
Your Family will be a good addition to a church library’s section 
on Christian living.   —Beverly M. Bixler 

A Man’s Responsibility: A Jewish 
Guide to Being a Son, a Partner in 
Marriage, a Father, and a Community 
Leader
Joseph B. Meszler.  Jewish Lights, 2008. 171p. $21.99, 
hardcover.  ISBN: 978-1-58023-362-0.  www.
jewishlights.com  296.7081 Jewish men—Religious 
life. Jewish men—Conduct of life. Masculinity—Religious 
aspects—Judaism. Sex role—Religious aspects—Judaism. 
Marriage—Religious aspects—Judaism.

In recent years concern has been raised about the participa-
tion of men in liberal Jewish life. The concern is two-pronged. 
The number of men accepting leadership roles has dropped 
as women, at long last, are welcomed into these positions, so 
there is fear that men are leaving synagogue life. Also, while 
the number of books and articles on feminine spirituality are 
mushrooming, only a few focus on male spirituality. This seems 
to be the background to Joseph Meszler’s new book.  
This volume effectively uses biblical tales, Talmudic lessons, 

psychological insights, and Meszler’s pastoral experience as 
ways to discuss men’s spirituality. Meszler focuses on the roles 
men fulfill through the course of their lives in family, work roles, 
and community. This is not simply a description of the develop-
ment of men but an ethical guide to becoming a mensch, an 
honorable human being. 

Meszler provides a useful tool for the individual who wishes 
to consider his own path. It would be more powerful, in my 
estimation, as a guide for communal discussion, guiding men 
through the group discussion to reclaim their own sense of 
spirituality and mission.  —Rabbi Louis A. Rieser  

Out of the Spin Cycle: Devotions to 
Lighten Your Mother Load
Jen Hatmaker.  Revell (an imprint of Baker), 2010. 
175p. $12.99, paperback.  ISBN: 978-0-8007-
3448-0.  www.revellbooks.com  242.6431 Moth-
ers—Religious life. Motherhood—Religious aspects—
Christianity. Jesus Christ—Meditations.

Her three young children have provided 
Jen Hatmaker with the experiences needed 
to write Out of the Spin Cycle: Devotions to 

Lighten your Mother Load. The author’s style is reminiscent of, if 
not equal to, Erma Bombeck’s. Presented in the light of Jesus’ 
life and teachings, the devotions treat such subjects as forgive-
ness, worry, Santa Claus, and many others pertinent to parent-
ing.

Each chapter concludes with one or two questions for the 
reader to answer with regard to her own life. For example, 
“Have you been tricked into thinking you don’t need help? If so, 
how is that working out?” Also included is a suggested activ-
ity pertaining to the main point of the devotion, such as “In an 
age-appropriate way, tell your kids today about the greatest 
thing you’ve ever seen Jesus do.”  —Beverly M. Bixler

Listen to the Children: Conversations 
with Immigrant Families
Elizabeth Conde-Frazier.  Judson, 2011. 69p., 75p. 
$13.99, paperback.  ISBN: 978-0-8170-1661-6.  
www.judsonpress.com  305.9’06912 Emigration 
and immigration—Psychological aspects. Emigration 
and immigration—Social aspects. Immigrant chil-
dren—Psychology. Families—Psychological aspects.

Listen to the Children: Conversations with 
Immigrant Families, by Elizabeth Conde-
Frazier, presents the challenges immigrants 

face not often addressed in the daily media. Chapters discuss 
the psychological effects of all aspects of immigration on 
families and especially on children. These include the decision 
to immigrate, telling children of the decision and its reasons, 
problems and adjustments in the new country, and issues 
related to education and faith. Included in Listen to the Children 
is a Spanish-language version, Escuchemos a los Niños: Conver-
saciones con familias inmigrantes.  —Beverly M. Bixler

Making Room for Neighbors: 
Strengthen Relationships, Cultivate 
Community  (DVD)
Max Lucado and Randy Frazee.  Hendrickson, 2011. 
88 minutes. $89.95, DVD with 7 study guides.  
ISBN: 978-1-59856-658-1.  www.hendrickson.com  
248.8 Christian life. Christian hospitality. Bible study.  

Christians sometimes struggle with how 
to live their faith within their own homes 
and neighborhoods. Based on Proverbs 
27:10, “Better is a neighbor who is near than 

a brother who is far away,” this five-session study for small 
groups is a guide for participants who want to make room for 
life, family, neighbors, “chill time,” and service. Famed author 
and preacher Max Lucado has joined with Randy Frazee, his 
colleague at Oak Hill Church in San Antonio, to recommend 
that Christians invite their neighbors for small group Bible 
studies, make family dinner a time to reconnect, and create op-
portunities to get to know neighbors (whether next door or in 
churches). Lucado and Frazee, along with their wives, families, 
and friends, use personal examples of how relationships can 
grow. Except for the first session with its short clip, each session 
contains two segments, one a basic explanation and the other 
going deeper. The study guide is well organized. The DVD has 
many extras, including a greeting from Frazee, Lucado’s greet-
ing to pastors, a guide for small group leaders and hosts, and 
extra examples from their own families. —Mary Lou Henneman

Giving—The Sacred Art: Creating a 
Lifestyle of Generosity
Lauren Tyler Wright.  Skylight Paths, 2008. 169p. 
$16.99, paperback.  ISBN: 978-1-59473-224-9.  
www.skylightpaths.com  205’.677 Generosity. Gen-
erosity—Religious aspects.

While an individual act of giving may be 
as simple as smiling at a stranger or as 
complicated as establishing a foundation, 
generosity serves as a powerful spiritual 
practice. Lauren Tyler Wright opens Giving—

The Sacred Art by acknowledging her debt to her parents for 
teaching her the transformative practice of giving to others. Her 
book explores facets of generosity through the different lenses 
of worship, stewardship, obligation, redemption, charity, and 
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justice. The teachings of many religious traditions expand the 
scope of her exploration in valuable ways. 

Wright’s understanding is complex. Yes, one gives money, but 
not so much as to impoverish oneself. One helps others, but al-
ways with an eye to their dignity. Giving may express the yearn-
ing of one’s heart, but questions of societal justice are equally 
present. Responsibility for others is balanced by responsibility 
for oneself. This book is both practical and inspiring.

Wright reminds us that simple acts involve complex under-
standings. Because the Divine, however we understand that, is 
involved when one person gives to another, generosity moves 
us in compelling, mysterious ways. Wright’s expansive explora-
tion helps us to discover new dimensions in our many ways of 
giving.  
This book, one of Skylight Path’s Art of Spiritual Living series, is 

worthy of individual study and communal discussion.
   —Rabbi Louis A. Rieser 

Our Faith Heritage
 

Sacred Trash: The Lost and Found 
World of the Cairo Geniza
Adina Hoffman and Peter Cole.  Schocken (an 
imprint of Random House), 2011. 283p. $26.95, 
hardcover.  ISBN: 978-0-8052-4258-4.  www.
schocken.com  296.09182’20902 Judaism—His-
tory—Medieval and early modern period, 425-1789—
Sources. Jews—History—70-1789—Sources. Cairo 
Genizah.

A geniza is a storehouse of discarded 
documents. In 1896, Solomon Schechter, a reader in rabbin-
ics at Cambridge University in England, learned of a geniza 
stashed behind the wall of the women’s section in the Ben Ezra 
Synagogue in Old Cairo. While word of this cache had leaked 
out for a decade or more, Schechter understood its importance 
as few before him had. He set off for Egypt and soon recovered 
crates of documents and fragments. These he took back to 
Cambridge. 

Schechter’s discovery set off a scholarly frenzy that continues 
to this day. Based on the myriad of documents in that stash 
(now numbered at over 300,000), our entire understanding of 
Mediterranean society—primarily the Jewish community but 
extending beyond—was rewritten. 
This magnificent book reads like a mystery novel, progressively 

revealing new layers of the puzzle as successive scholars ex-
plore different parts of the collection. Ideas concerning liturgy, 
the role of women, poetry, relations between Jews and others, 
and much more evolve with each new discovery.  

Early assessments were that the Cairo Geniza was nothing 
but a dusty trash heap, accumulated over a millennium. Sacred 
Trash is anything but dusty. Its discoveries are engaging and 
exciting. Highly recommended for all readers.

   —Rabbi Louis A. Rieser  

Inside Hana’s Suitcase   (DVD)
Larry Weinstein.  Menemsha Films, 2011. 90 
minutes. $29.95, DVD.  ASIN: B005T64MAO. 
 www.menemshafilms.com  940.5318 Brady, 
Hana—Juvenile films. Holocaust, Jewish (1939-
1945)—Czech Republic—Biography—Juvenile 
films. Jewish children in the Holocaust—Czech 
Republic—Biography—Juvenile films. 

Hana Brady was born in Czechoslavakia 
in 1931, in time to enjoy a few years of 

safe and secure childhood. Before she turned ten, the Nazis 
turned her world upside down. Her parents were taken away by 
the Gestapo. Before long, Hana and her older brother were also 
deported, first to the camp at Terezín, then to Auschwitz. There 
Hana died in the gas chamber.

When Fumika Ishioka, director of the Tokyo Holocaust Educa-
tion Center, saw a mound of suitcases on display at the Aus-
chwitz Museum, she asked to borrow one to display in Tokyo. 
When a suitcase arrived, all she knew about its owner was what 
was written on the case—name, birth date, and “weisenkind,” 
German for orphan. Ishioka, whose center promotes nonvio-
lence and acceptance, finally found Hana’s brother, who had 
managed to survive Auschwitz and now lives in Canada.

Hana’s Suitcase weaves together three moving stories: one of 
Hana’s short life, another of George Brady’s survival with painful 
memories, and yet another of Ishioka’s determination to bring 
Hana’s story to light and teach children what hate can do.

Production values are top-notch. This DVD (also available in 
a 60-minute version for school settings) was inspired by the 
book Hana’s Suitcase (Albert Whitman, 2003), by Karen Levine. 
—Monica Tenney

American Grace: How Religion Divides and Unites Us
Robert D. Putnam and David E. Campbell.  Simon & Schuster, 2010. 673p. 
$30.00, hardcover.  ISBN: 978-1-4165-6671-7.  www.simonandschus-
ter.com  201’.7097309045 United States—Religion—1960-  Religion and 
sociology—United States.

Robert Putnam and David Campbell open their magisterial 
book with a reminder of the difference between the presi-
dential bids of two Massachusetts Catholics with the initials 
“JFK.” John Kennedy fought to overcome his identification as a 
Catholic, lest he be perceived as beholden to the Vatican, while 
John Kerry fought to overcome the impression that he was too 
independent and unresponsive to religious teaching.  

American Grace provides a fascinating snapshot of religion in 
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American life as we enter this new century. Topics addressed 
include diversity, gender, politics, and movement between 
religious traditions.

Chief among the authors’ conclusions is that America suc-
ceeds in accepting a broad religious diversity among its 
population even while there is a confluence of our political 
and religious beliefs—diversity despite divisions. Putnam and 
Campbell rely on statistical surveys and case studies from 
congregations across the country, making for a readable mix of 
scholarship and story.  

Anyone interested in the evolution of religion in America 
and anyone who serves in a religious community should read 
American Grace. Insights gained regarding trends in religion 
will help any leader—lay or clergy—assess his or her own work 
in a new light. Highly recommended. —Rabbi Louis A. Rieser 

Discovering Christian Classics: 5 Sessions in the 
Ancient Faith of our Future   (DVD)
 Paraclete, 2010. 92 minutes. $59.99, DVD.  ISBN: 978-1-55725-786-4. 
 www.paracletepress.com  270 Christian literature.

Paraclete Press publishes contemporary editions of texts that 
are foundational to Christian thought. The DVD Discovering 
Christian Classics introduces viewers to five of these volumes. 
In three segments, Jonathan Wilson-Hartgrove, an evangeli-
cal teacher and a founder of the New Monasticism movement, 
discusses three volumes: his own recent work, The Wisdom of 
the Desert Fathers and Mothers; The Love Chapter: The Meaning 
of First Corinthians 13, by St. John Chrysostom; and The Good 
Life: Benedict’s Guide to Everyday Joy, by Robert Benson. Lauren 
F. Winner, author and a professor at Duke Divinity School, takes 
over for the last two segments on The Imitation of Christ, by 
Thomas á Kempis, and The Cloud of Unknowing, whose author 
is unknown. 

Commentary by Wilson-Hartgrove and Winner is easy to fol-
low and enlightening. Viewers who are new to these classics 
will get a good summary of essential points; viewers who are 
already familiar with the texts will have renewed appreciation 
and, perhaps, a desire to revisit them. An off-camera narrator 
effectively reiterates basic ideas.
This is an appealing video that will enhance small-group or 

individual study. A brief leader’s guide is included. Consider 
adding this to your library’s wish list, ready for the next time a 
church member wants to make a memorial gift.

   —Monica Tenney 

Sacred Passion: The Art of William 
Schickel. 2nd ed.
Gregory Wolfe.  University of Notre Dame Press, 
2010. 218p. $75.00, hardcover.  ISBN: 978-0-268-
04417-6.  www.undpress.nd.edu  709.2 Schickel, 
William, 1919-2009—Criticism and interpreta-
tion. Catholic Church—In art.
“Art matters. It matters because it leads 

us to God.” These words in the foreword by 
Jesuit priest James Martin set the tone for the second edition 
of Sacred Passion, which examines the work of church architect 
William Schickel (1850-1907). Passion is evident indeed in the 
scope of Schickel’s work, which spans sculpture, painting, and 
architecture, among other media. Passion is also reflected in 
his painstaking and unpredictable ways of merging theology 
with culture, tradition, and fresh possibilities.
Three of Schickel’s works examined in Sacred Passion are per-

haps the best known: the Abbey of Gethsemani in Kentucky, 

the Duchesne Memorial Shrine in Missouri, and the Living Wa-
ter Fountain in the Grotto at Notre Dame University in Indiana. 
Schickel’s projects are not limited to religious edifices; they are 
barns, houses, and hospitals and other public buildings. 

Schickel lived and worked in Loveland, Ohio; a gallery there 
displays his works. 

Sacred Passion is recommended for college and seminary 
libraries. Because of its cost and specialized interest, church li-
braries may suggest it as a gift in someone’s honor or memory.

     —Carolyn Egolf

Church Matters
The Spirit and Culture of Youth Ministry: Leading 
Congregations Toward Exemplary Youth Ministry
Roland Martinson, Wes Black, and John Roberto.  EYM Publishing, 2010. 
366p. $20.00, paperback.  ISBN: 978-0-9823031-2-2.  www.exempla-
rym.com  259.23 Church work with youth.
There are many books focusing on how to entice youth to 

get involved in church. They offer sound advice and clever 
icebreakers as well as hints for church staff and volunteer lead-
ers. The Spirit and Culture of Youth Ministry goes beyond the 
usual how-to manuals. Authors Roland Martinson, academic 
dean of Luther Seminary in Minnesota; Wes Black, professor at 
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary in Texas; and John 
Roberto, president of Lifelong Faith Associates, have compiled 
findings of the Exemplary Youth Ministry study, which was 
completed in 2003. The EYM report focuses on the success of 
various congregations, including Assemblies of God, Evangeli-
cal Covenant, Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, Pres-
byterian (USA), Roman Catholic, Southern Baptist, and United 
Methodist. The research carefully evaluates how youth can 
develop deeper relationships with Christ and become witness-
es to Christ’s teachings. Each of the studies is well documented 
with numerous surveys, charts, checklists, examples, and ad-
ditional reference materials. This book is geared to pastors and 
youth ministers who want a better understanding of how to 
guide youth in their faith journey. —Mary Lou Henneman

Making Friends, Making Disciples: 
Growing Your Church Through 
Authentic Relationships
Lee B. Spitzer.  Judson, 2010. 161p. $16.00, paper-
back.  ISBN: 978-0-8170-1645-6.  www.judson-
press.com  254’.5 Church growth. Interpersonal 
relations—Religious aspects—Christianity. Discipling 
(Christianity).
This first volume in Judson’s Living Church 

series opens with a look at the problem of 
loneliness and the value of friendship. Lee Spitzer, an American 
Baptist minister, examines the ways friendships are formed, 
maintained, and lead to discipleship. He explores Jesus’ friend-
ship circle and other friendships in the Bible. He reminds read-
ers that, while a warm welcome is important, friendliness is not 
the same as friendship.

Much of Spitzer’s text is as applicable to the secular world as 
to the church, notably the concept of friendship circles. Best 
friends, special friends, and social friends, few in number, form 
three inner circles. Ringing those circles is a larger circle of 
casual friends, which may number up to two hundred.

A poignant chapter, realistic yet hopeful, looks at the end of 
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friendships due to distance, differences, or death. Spitzer sug-
gests friendship as a force for peace and reminds us that we live 
always in the love and friendship of God.

Strengths of the text are the lists, diagrams, quotations, and 
ideas from a range of sources. Questions within chapters and 
exercises in the appendix invite practical application. Highly 
recommended for church libraries. —Carolyn Egolf

Setting the Agenda: Meditations for 
the Organization’s Soul
Edgar Stoesz and Rick M. Stiffney.  Herald, 2011. 
290p. $15.99, paperback.  ISBN: 978-0-8361-9556-
9.  www.heraldpress.com  250 Religious institu-
tions—Management. Religious institutions—Employ-
ees—Prayers and devotions. 

Edgar Stoesz and Rick Stiffney are Men-
nonites. Both have served on boards and 
in various other leadership roles. They have 

observed that many board members, even those serving in 
faith-based nonprofit organizations, fail to tap into their spiri-
tuality in leadership and decision-making. Setting the Agenda 
encourages leaders to correct this lack of reliance on spirituality. 
The first part of Setting the Agenda provides a thoughtful 

discussion of spirituality in the boardroom and how it can be 
more fully recognized and fostered. In the second section, the 
authors have collected ninety-five meditations from various 
contributors and arranged them in helpful groupings: times of 
celebration, disappointment, decision-making, conflict, “or-
dinary times,” and times there is a need to seek wisdom and 
deeper spirituality. 

Even though Setting the Agenda is written from a solidly 
Christian perspective, there is much here that will be useful to 
groups of other faiths. Many of the contributors are Mennonite, 
and many are active in faith-based nonprofit organizations. 

Stoesz previously authored Meditations for Meetings (Good 
Books, 2001), a similar collection that lacks the excellent mate-
rial of the first section in Setting the Agenda. —Monica Tenney

Fiction
40: A Novel
Travis Thrasher.  FaithWords (an imprint of Ha-
chette), 2011. 417p. $13.99, paperback.  ISBN: 
978-0-446-50551-2.  www.faithwords.com  
Fiction Terminally ill—Fiction. Death—Fiction. Life 
change events—Fiction. Faith—Fiction.      

If you are a first-time reader of Travis 
Thrasher, get ready for an amazing experi-
ence. 40 tells the story of Tyler Harrison, 
a man to whom music has always been 

important and who now has a career as a music producer. Tyler 
is shocked to learn that he has only nine months to live and will 
die as he turns forty. Tyler must quickly determine what is most 
important to him and how he will live out his remaining days. 

Guided by Michael, an atypical angel, Tyler experiences a se-
ries of flashbacks as he tries to make sense of his past and pres-
ent relationships with his father, his ex-wife, and his one-time 
girlfriend. Can Tyler discern God’s plan for him? What role does 
music play in his life? In a powerful stream-of-consciousness 
style, Thrasher takes readers on a roller-coaster ride into Tyler’s 
psyche as the pace of the story escalates. As the suspense 

grows, new layers of meaning appear and come into sharper 
focus. 
This novel will appeal especially to readers who care about 

music and how it reflects our lives and our faith. Questions at 
the end of the book are an added bonus for small discussion 
groups.    —Mary Lou Henneman

Mercy Creek
Matt Matthews.  Hub City Press, 2011. 207p. 
$24.95, hardcover.  ISBN: 978-1-891885-77-8. 
 www.hubcity.org  Fiction Teenage boys—Fic-
tion. City and town life—Virginia—Fiction. Eccentrics 
and eccentricities—Fiction.

In the Virginia shore town of Rooksville, 
sixteen-year-old Isaac Lawson copes with 
summertime boredom and the still-painful 
absence of his mother, who died the previ-
ous year. A recent rash of home break-ins 

has left townspeople uneasy. No one has been hurt—the 
break-ins have occurred while residents were away—but the 
vandals have damaged the houses in strange and menacing 
ways.

Isaac is tempted to pursue the $5,000 reward for identifying 
the person or persons responsible. At his job at Chum’s Hard-
ware, where old-timers gather to gossip, Isaac learns tantaliz-
ing bits of information, and he realizes that the crimes may be 
linked to a long-ago tragedy that involved someone close to 
him.

Matt Matthews, a Presbyterian pastor, skillfully conveys the 
adolescent angst that troubles Isaac. Tension builds slowly as 
racist acts of the past are revealed. 

Mercy Creek is a sensitive story—one that both adult readers 
and YAs will enjoy—of a young man’s maturing, of standing up 
to hatred, and of letting go of hate. It won the South Carolina 
First Novel Prize for its author.

Librarians should be aware that there is occasional profanity, 
mostly in the dialogue, and that the print size is quite small.

    —Monica Tenney

Larkspur Cove
Lisa Wingate.  Bethany House, 2011. 360p. 
$14.99, paperback.  ISBN: 978-0-7642-0821-8.  
www.bethanyhouse.com  Fiction Single mothers—
Fiction. Game wardens—Fiction. Texas—Fiction.

Andrea Henderson’s life has taken an 
abrupt turn. In just over a year she has gone 
from being happily married to a popular 
pastor to being a divorced mom raising a 
teenage son. Andrea has made a new start 
by moving back to her parents’ small town 

of Moses Lake, Texas, and starting a new career, but she still has 
emotional and relationship issues to resolve. Enter a handsome 
game warden, Mart McClendon, who is trying to put his own 
troubles behind him. Andrea and Mart discover that a little girl 
appears to be in the care of the town recluse.

Meanwhile, Andrea’s son struggles with his parents’ divorce. 
Add a most interesting group of townspeople who gather at 
the local Waterbird Bait and Grocery, and you have the makings 
of a great story. When the decisions are put into God’s hands, 
the results are amazing. Author Lisa Wingate changes narrators 
for each chapter, alternating between Mart and Andrea, to cre-
ate a clever Christian romance. This is a great book for Christian 
women’s book clubs.  —Mary Lou Henneman

Edgar Stoesz and Rick M. Stiffney

Setting 
theAgenda

Meditations  
for the  

organization’s 
soul

Setting the Agenda offers practical advice on how to govern an 
organization from a spiritual vantage point. 

The first part focuses on the importance of spirituality and the way 
it is expressed in the boardroom. Authors Edgar Stoesz and Rick M. 
Stiffney encourage directors to lift themselves out of the present 
and peer into the future—which is itself a spiritual exercise. 

The second part consists of more than ninety meditations by a  
variety of writers. The meditations address different moods or  
challenges that boards face in their work. 

• • •

“By venturing into the largely uncharted territory of spirituality and 
board leadership, Stiffney and Stoesz have proved themselves coura-
geous and groundbreaking pioneers. May board members of faith-
based organizations take these words to heart.”

—Margaret Benefiel, author of Soul at Work and The Soul of 
a Leader

“The authors provide lots of practical advice on the role of spirituality 
in building strong and vibrant organizations. They include medita-
tions that will inform the mind and encourage the heart. It’s a must-
read for boards that want to become more effective!”

—D. Merrill Ewert, president of Fresno Pacific University

• • •

$15.99 USD/$18.50 CAD
RELIGION-Devotional

Setting the Agenda, full cover.indd   1 1/27/2011   3:10:21 PM
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Another Dawn
Kathryn Cushman.  Bethany House (an imprint 
of Baker), 2011. 318p. $14.99, paperback.  ISBN: 
978-0-7642-0825-6.  www.bethanyhouse.com  Fic-
tion Autism—Fiction. Vaccination—Fiction. Mothers 
and sons—Fiction. Tennessee—Fiction.

Grace Graham is another single mother 
trying her best to raise her son, but her 
life is far from easy. She tries to prove her 
independence by facing the tough situation 
alone, but after her mother dies and her 

father needs care after surgery, she must help her sister, who 
has been his caregiver. Grace arrives back home to find that she 
and her sister disagree on practically everything. In addition, 
Grace’s old anger with her father resurfaces. 

 The plot becomes more complicated as Grace, who wants 
a completely natural lifestyle with organic foods and natural 
remedies only—no childhood vaccines—finds that her son has 
exposed a community of children to measles. There is a debate 
in the town about whether the MMR vaccine is responsible for 
autism. Mothers of young children might find this an interest-
ing book that will be good for group discussions.

   —Mary Lou Henneman 

The Lord Is My Shepherd
Debbie Viguié.  Abingdon, 2010. 285p. $13.99, paperback.  ISBN: 
978-1-4267-0189-4.  www.abingdonpress.com  Fiction Friendship—Fic-
tion. Murder—Investigation—Fiction. Rabbis—Fiction. Easter stories.

On Monday of Holy Week, when Cindy Preston arrives to 
begin her workday as secretary at First Shepherd Presbyterian 
Church, she literally stumbles over a dead body in the sanctu-
ary. Jeremiah Silverman, the rabbi at the synagogue next door, 
hears her scream and comes to her aid. Thus begins a week of 
murder and mayhem in which the church secretary and the 
rabbi become friends and fellow crime-fighters. The Lord Is My 
Shepherd, the first installment in The Psalm 23 Mysteries series, 
features likable lead characters, a complex premise for elabo-
rately staged serial killings, overwhelmed police detectives, and 
a surprisingly high body count. Along the way, Christian read-
ers follow Cindy’s introduction into Jeremiah’s Reform congre-
gation’s Passover observances.

Fans of crime fiction may enjoy The Lord Is My Shepherd. The 
sleuthing by Cindy and Jeremiah continues in two subsequent 
titles in the series, I Shall Not Want and Lie Down in Green Pas-
tures, both from Abingdon.

Viguié is the co-author of the Wicked series of fantasy novels 
for young adults.   —Monica Tenney

For Children
Shabbat Shalom, Grover! (Series: Shalom Sesame)  
(DVD)
 Sesame Workshop. SISU Home Entertainment, 2010. 28 minutes. $14.95, 
DVD.  ISBN:  978-1-56086-703-5.  www.sisuent.com  Juvenile fic-
tion. Grover (Fictitious character: Henson)—Juvenile films. Sabbath—Juve-
nile films.

In the third episode of the new Shalom Sesame series, Gro-

ver wonders why everyone is so busy on Shabbat if it is a day 
of rest. He goes to help Shoshana, but each time candlesticks, 
a kiddush cup (for wine), and a set of challot (two loaves of 
braided bread) are placed on the table, Grover thinks he has to 
put them elsewhere!

In this fast-paced introduction to the Sabbath for young 
children, songs are sung, Israeli children tell how they celebrate 
the seventh day of the week, and Grover learns that in order to 
rest people have to prepare for the observance. Two Hebrew 
letters are highlighted and “the count” counts to seven. Shab-
bat is over when three stars are seen in the sky. Havdalah is the 
ceremony marking the end of this weekly holiday.

Cedric the Entertainer, Big Bird, and Elmo also make appear-
ances. Although the conclusion of the story has little to do 
with Shabbat (a fast trip to the ancient city of Safed), this DVD 
should be appealing and educational for most youngsters. 

    —Evelyn Pockrass

Grover Learns Hebrew (Series: Shalom Sesame)  
(DVD)
 Sesame Workshop. SISU Home Entertainment, 2010. 23 minutes. 
$14.95, DVD.  ISBN: 978-1-56086-708-6.  www.sisuent.com  Juvenile 
fiction. Grover (Fictitious character. Henson)—Juvenile films. Hebrew 
language—Juvenile films.

Grover asks Shoshana to teach him some Hebrew words, 
starting with boker tov, for good morning. As he meets people 
he greets them, and they respond. Shoshana tells him about 
Eliezer Ben-Yehuda, the father of Modern Hebrew, who invent-
ed more than three hundred words that were not in the Torah 
in order for people to speak Hebrew. Grover learns that the 
word for bottle is similar to the sound one hears when liquid 
is poured from a bottle. He hears the alef-bet song with all the 
letters of the Hebrew alphabet, and Zoe sings about the letters 
in her English name.
The count‘s number of the day is 2, and the Hebrew calendar 

month is Iyar. Finally Grover hears the Hebrew word mishpocha 
(family). A song (“We are a family / We help each other”) sum-
marizes the theme of the DVD. Grover’s postcard visit to Tel Aviv, 
a major city on the Mediterranean with great beaches, signals it 
is time to say goodbye, shalom.
This eighth volume of the Shalom Sesame series moves right 

along for children aged 3-8. The sound is not quite synchro-
nized, but the message is a happy one. —Evelyn Pockrass

Little Croc’s Purse
Lizzie Finlay.  Eerdmans, 2010. 32p. $15.00, 
hardcover.  ISBN: 978-0-8028-5392-9.  
www.eerdmans.com  [E] Conduct of life—Ju-
venile fiction. Lost and found possessions—Ju-
venile fiction. Crocodiles—Juvenile fiction.

 “No one returns things nowadays!” 
“Finders keepers,” shout Little Croc’s 
friends, but Little Croc ignores them 
all and sets off for the police station to 
find the owner of the newly discovered 

purse. Temptations abound on his way to the station, but his 
honesty prevails. When the owner of the purse is found, she 
keeps the special locket inside the purse but gives the purse 
and the money inside back to Little Croc. Wisely, with his new 
wealth Little Croc creates “spend,” “save,” and “share” piles. In the 
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end, Little Croc’s realistic approach to his money benefits all.
Finlay’s sweet illustrations help convey to children ages 3-7 

the themes of responsible stewardship and “honesty is the best 
policy.”     —Nanette Goings

Uh-oh!
Mary Newell DePalma.  Eerdmans, 2011. 32p. 
$14.00, hardcover.  ISBN: 978-0-8028-5372-1. 
 www.eerdmans.com  [E] Clumsiness—Fic-
tion. Dinosaurs—Juvenile fiction. Humorous 
stories, Juvenile.

Ever have an “uh-oh” kind of a day? You 
know, a day where everything you touch 
seems to break, spill, or get hurt? You 

may just need to take a break, sit down, and read Uh-Oh!, by 
Mary Newell DePalma, to see the humor in it all. This almost 
wordless book follows Little Dinosaur as he is having one of 
those kinds of days. Humorously messy illustrations of Little 
Dinosaur making innocent mayhem and his family cleaning 
up effectively convey the mood of the story. There are lots of 
things to see and discover in DePalma’s illustrations every time 
young ones “read” this book! For ages 3-7. —Nanette Goings

The Bible for Young Children
Marie-Hélène Delval. Illustrated by Götting. 
 Eerdmans, 2010. 88p. $16.50, hardcover. 
 ISBN: 978-0-8028-5383-7.  www.eerd-
mans.com  J220.9’505 Bible stories, English. 

The Bible for Young Children stands 
out in the children’s Bible market. It 
features no vegetables, mice, or bugs 
retelling the familiar Bible stories. 
Rather, each two-page spread consists of text appropriate for 
ages 4-8 and a corresponding (and ethnically appropriate) full-
color illustration. Bible stories in the volume are: Creation, Noah 
and the Flood, Abraham, Moses and the Israelites, Prophets and 
Kings, Jonah, Daniel, The Savior Comes, and The Life of Jesus. 
This is definitely a non-traditional and welcome addition to a 
collection of Bible stories for children. —Nanette Goings

Brave Young Knight
Karen Kingsbury. Illustrated by Gabrielle Gri-
mard.  Zonderkidz, 2011. 32p. $15.99, hard-
cover.  ISBN: 978-0-310-71645-7.  www.
zondervan.com  [E] Conduct of life—Juvenile 
fiction. Courage—Juvenile fiction. Knights and 
knighthood—Juvenile fiction. Contests—Juve-
nile fiction.

 What does it mean to be brave? The 
brave young knight from the West Village is kind, “blazing fast, 
fiercely strong and deeply intelligent.” But are those qualities 
good enough to be chosen as the Prince of the Kingdom, espe-
cially when the competition is tough? The brave young knight 
remains honorable and true to God throughout the king’s 
competition. The other competitors—well, not so much. Will 
the king recognize, in the end, these qualities as bravery? Read 
Brave Young Knight to find out who wins in the end.
This book will be a wonderful addition to any congregational 

library. Family discussion topics that will tie in nicely to this 
book include: not giving in to peer pressure, recognizing your 
gifts and talents, and staying true to who you are. For ages 4-7.

    —Nanette Goings

 The Littlest Mountain
Barb Rosenstock. Illustrated by Melanie Hall. 
 Kar-Ben, 2011. 24p. $17.95, hardcover 
library binding.  ISBN: 978-0-7613-4495-
7. $7.95, paperback.  ISBN: 978-0-7613-
4497-1.  www.karben.com  [E] Ten 
Commandments—Juvenile fiction. Sinai, 
Mount (Egypt)—Juvenile fiction.

Adapted from “The Contest of the 
Mountains,” a legend in the Midrash, this ancient story has been 
told through the years by rabbis to explain why God chose 
Mount Sinai to be the site where Moses would receive the Ten 
Commandments. According to the legend, God chooses Mount 
Sinai, “the humblest mountain,” to be the special place where 
he would speak to his people. Little Mount Sinai may not seem 
to be the most likely place from outward appearances, but it is 
peaceful, trusting, and not boastful. This sweet and gentle book 
with a big message will make a nice addition to any congrega-
tional library. For pre-K to grade 2. —Nanette Goings
 
At Your Baptism
Carrie Steenwyk and John D. Witvliet. Il-
lustrated by Linda Saport.  Eerdmans, 
2011. 12p. $8.00, board book.  ISBN: 
978-0-8028-5381-3.  www.eerdmans.
com  J234’.161 Baptism—Juvenile litera-
ture. Board books.  

Portions of the text in At Your Bap-
tism come from the French Reformed 
liturgy for baptism. At first glance, this 
seems not a good fit for a board book. As one reads the simple 
explanatory text at the bottom of each page and takes in the 
bright and bold illustrations, however, one realizes this is a 
perfect book to help parents explain to preschoolers just what 
baptism is. As they grow, children will enjoy reading this book 
again and again to remind them of the very special day of their 
baptism. 

At Your Baptism is a much-needed resource in congregations 
where infant and early-childhood baptism is the norm.

    —Nanette Goings

S Is for Snowman: God’s 
Wintertime Alphabet
Kathy-jo Wargin. Illustrated by Richard G. 
Johnson.  Zonderkidz, 2011. 40p. $15.99, 
hardcover.  ISBN: 978-0-310-71661-7.  
www.zondervan.com  [E] God—Juvenile 
fiction. Winter—Juvenile fiction. Alpha-
bet—Juvenile literature. Stories in rhyme—
Juvenile literature.

Kathy-jo Wargin is a prolific author of children’s books. With 
S Is for Snowman, she offers another delightful alphabet book. 
Beginning readers will enjoy picking out the familiar wintry 
words—evergreen, gifts, hot chocolate, lights, and mittens, to 
name a few. 

Frosty snow scenes and cozy interiors, all showing plenty of 
people and animals enjoying wintertime fun, will draw young-
sters in. Wargin’s simple rhyming text emphasizes God’s love. 
Recommended for any church or synagogue library that serves 
young children. For ages 4-7.  —Monica Tenney



20    congregational libraries today

Chapter Chatter

   Western New York CSLA Chapter is the only chapter 
in New York State but it is limited to the western part of 
the State. The geographical area is nine counties, with 
Rochester on the eastern boundary, and including Buffalo, 
the Tonawandas, and Niagara Falls. Our region borders 
Lake Erie and Lake Ontario to the north and Pennsylvania 
to the south and west. At the present time, the chapter 
has 50 members and 32 churches. We are on a campaign 
to expand those numbers. 
   The chapter has started an interesting project. We 
are having each congregational librarian team write 
a description of its particular library and share this 
with other chapter members. These descriptions will 
be collected, and we are publishing a book in 2012, 
titled Congregational Libraries Of Western New York; 
Western NY chapter of the Church and Synagogue Library 
Association.
   Mile High Chapter has had two meetings in 2011. In 
April we met at Riverside Baptist Church, which had 
recently moved its library to an attractive, more centrally 
located room. Our theme was How to Grow Your Library.  
We discussed the following “grow” strategies:  through 
participation with a “Friends of the Library” program, 
by enhancing the collection through memorials, by 
expanding interest through publicity, by increasing the 
number of patrons through library events, by using 
book sales to boost operating funds, and by enlisting the 
support of the church leadership through reporting of 
budget expenditures and needs.
   In August we met in and toured the beautiful 100-year-
old St. John’s Episcopal Cathedral in downtown Denver. 
This library uses Library of Congress classifications, and 

we discussed the merits of this for our various church 
libraries. Then, borrowing an idea from the Florida 
Suncoast Chapter, each one of us reviewed what she or he 
had been reading lately. Each title prompted discussion 
and the recollection of other titles by the same author or 
books of similar subject matter.  We all came away with 
ideas of books we would like to read or add to our library 
shelves. We concluded with a slide presentation of the 
CSLA national convention just held in Washington DC, 
provided by David Reid.
   We plan to have our next meeting in February 2012.
   Los Angeles County Area Chapter will have met on 
September 28. Joyce Davison hosted at her church 
St. George Episcopal in La Canada. The program was 
“Reflections from Washington” by Joyce Davison and 
Ann Burke. Joyce must have attended every possible 
workshop and lecture so it was certainly a great program. 
She was one busy lady, writing up everything as she went 
along as she was off on a cruise right after conference.
   San Jose Bay Area Chapter was to meet in August 
at St. Thomas Episcopal in Sunnyvale. This is Carol 
Campbell’s church. They were planning a sharing time 
as a way to honor the tenth anniversary of the attacks 
of September 11. They hoped to have Julie Riley and 
her daughter Shannon relate their experiences at the 
national conference in DC.  It was great to have such an 
enthusiastic youngster among us—Shannon seemed 
most interested and happy to be with us.
   The chapter had its now-famous biblical luncheon at 
their April meeting. As usual, Courtney Tan did a superb 
job of planning and preparing finger/bread dishes that 
the people of Bible times would have enjoyed.

The San Jose Bay Area Chapter Children’s Book List for 2011 is posted in the 
Members section of the CSLA website (www.cslainfo.org). These are the books 
discussed and handled at chapter meetings. Chapter members are serious about 
selecting materials and have spent a good bit of time reviewing lots of books. 
Because the area has two excellent children’s bookstores, the members have 
the opportunity to see many books. Since many CSLA members do not have this 
opportunity, the San Jose Chapter is graciously sharing their recommendations. 
Their belief is that you should see (or know quite a bit about) a children’s book 
before purchasing it. The Chapter Chat reviews are meant as a memory jogger 
for members who physically handled copies of books at a chapter meeting. Some 
books listed have been recommended by members via email. Check them out!  
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   Earlier this summer I attended a workshop at OCLC 
Headquarters in Dublin, Ohio, at which the twenty-third 
unabridged edition of the Dewey Decimal Classification 
was introduced. This new edition has now arrived at the 
public library where I work on weekdays. In preparation 
for writing this article, I compared the new edition to 
the two previous editions in the 100s, 200s, and 300s of 
the Dewey Decimal Classification. I also referred to the 
booklet distributed at the workshop.
   In numerical order, the first change likely to affect 
congregational libraries is that 176, the number for ethics 
of sex and reproduction, can now be further subdivided, 
with 176.2 standing for ethics of reproductive technology, 
176.3 standing for ethics of birth control, and 176.4 
standing for ethics of sexual relations.
   The numbers for Eastern Orthodox churches can now be 
subdivided further than before. It was already possible to 
add the appropriate geographic number from Table 2 to 
281.9 to indicate whether the church was Greek Orthodox, 
Russian Orthodox, etc.  In the new edition of the Dewey 
Decimal Classification, it is now possible to add 0 after the 
geographic number and then add the geographic number 
for the location of the local church(es); for example, 
use 281.947073 for the Russian Orthodox Church in the 
United States. This feature will be most useful to libraries 
in Eastern Orthodox congregations.  Other congregations 
will probably not require this level of detail.
   Also, the twenty-third unabridged edition labels 286.6 
as standing for the Restoration movement, of which the 
Disciples of Christ is a part. (Earlier editions labeled 286.6 
as Disciples of Christ.)  Libraries that want a more specific 
number for Disciples of Christ may use 286.63.
   The number 296.76 has been added to stand for 
Jewish religious experience, life, and practice for persons 
experiencing illness, trouble, or bereavement.

   The number 302—which stands for social interaction, 
including mass communication, audiences, and 
crowds—also now includes bullying.
   Obviously, none of these changes will affect 
congregational libraries as much as the change from 
the twenty-first unabridged edition (the basis of the 
thirteenth abridged edition) to the twenty-second 
unabridged edition (the basis for the fourteenth 
abridged edition) did. The change between these two 
previous editions moved comparative religion from the 
numbers starting with 291 to the beginning of the 200s, 
where it remains.
   At the time of the previous change, my predecessor, 
Esther Bierbaum, recommended that most 
congregational libraries reclassify existing materials 
on comparative religion.*  Switching to the newer 
edition of the Dewey Decimal Classification had the 
advantage that newly assigned classification numbers 
found in cataloging-in-publication (CIP) or the web site 
catalog.loc.gov would not need to be changed back to 
classification numbers from the earlier edition.
   However, once again, congregational libraries with 
a limited budget may wish to avoid the expense of 
purchasing a new edition of the abridged Dewey Decimal 
Classification.  The important thing is to be consistent 
in your use of the Dewey Decimal Classification in 
your congregation’s library. —Susan Snyder, ssnyder@
cuyahogalibrary.org

*Bierbaum, Esther.  “Redoing Dewey:  Should You or Shouldn’t 
You?” Congregational Libraries Today v. 40 no. 5-6 (Sept.-Dec. 
2007):  p. 25.
   Although the twenty-second edition is still available for purchase 
(as of 9/15/2011), the abridged fourteenth edition is out of print. 
   A single-user online version of Abridged WebDewey is available 
for $75/year. Visit www.oclc.org for more information.

Doing Dewey
CHANGES TO THE 100s, 200s, AND 300s IN THE TWENTY-THIRD 

UNABRIDGED EDITION OF THE DEWEY DECIMAL CLASSIFICATION

Do you know these websites?  Learn more about Dewey!

http://www.monroe.lib.in.us/childrens/ddchow.html

http://www.library.illinois.edu/ugl/about/dewey.html

http://frank.mtsu.edu/~vvesper/dewey2.htm#Dewey
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Members’ Corner
Do you have news to share?  Have you started a blog or found a useful website? This 
corner is for you!  This is the place set aside for members to share ideas, triumphs, 
concerns, questions—anything and everything.  Send submissions for Members’ 
Corner to Jeri Zulli, jerzulli@live.com.

   Springfield, Illinois, is the site for the 
45th annual national conference of 
the Church and Synagogue Library 
Association—join us in the “Land 
of Lincoln”! In the middle of flat 
prairie covered by corn and soybean 
fields, Springfield is approximately 
two hundred miles from Chicago 
and Indianapolis and one hundred 
miles from Saint Louis and Mark 
Twain’s Hannibal, Missouri. 
  Springfield has much to offer 
visitors. The Dana Thomas House 
is an early Frank Lloyd Wright-
designed home with original 
furniture intact, now owned by the 
State of Illinois and open to tourists. 
It includes a library, which the owner 
opened to neighboring children.  
   The Abraham Lincoln Home is a 
part of the National Park Service. 
Brand new in 2005-2006, the 
Abraham Lincoln Presidential 
Library and Museum welcomed 
over a million visitors in its first few 

CSLA 45TH ANNUAL
NATIONAL CONFERENCE

JULY 29-31, 2012
Springfield, Illinois

(In the Land of Lincoln)

Lincoln
Logs
On!

Traditions and 
innovations

In library ministry!

years of operation. Although the 
National Archives does not include 
this library in its list of presidential 
libraries because Lincoln’s papers 
and personal items were not moved 
directly here when he left office, 
nevertheless the library possesses 
a great many of these items. The 
museum is interactive and has 
received rave reviews—even from 
the many school children who tour it. 
   The home of American poet 
Vachel Lindsay is near the Illinois 
Governor’s Mansion in Springfield. 
Both can be toured. Additionally, 
Springfield is the site of the State 
Library and Patent Office, the State 
Archives, the State Museum, and 
the national Surveying Museum.
    Save the date: July 29-31, 2012. 
Plan on joining us—and let us 
know if you would like to help out 
with the planning!—Marianne 
Stowers, mariannes8888@hotmail.
com, 217-787-2016 

Spiritual Reflections: Journal for Nurses and Health Advocates
Sharon T. Hinton. Essence, 2010. 32p. $12.95, spiral-bound paperback. ISBN: 978-1-55452-502-7. www.essencebookstore.com

   Sharon T. Hinton, a frequent reviewer for CLT, has written Spiritual Reflections, a journal especially for nurses and 
other health advocates. Hinton invites journalers to spend time alone with God, forget about spelling and editing, 
and follow where the Spirit leads them. She poses questions, offers tips, and quotes scripture and other sources, 
taking care to address people of all faiths. Designed to be used over six days, the journal invites users to focus on 
roles and identity, relationship with God, beliefs, direction in life, living according to God’s plan, and moving forward 
into the future. For each day, Hinton asks questions and provides prompts. Following each question or prompt, 
there are spaces for responding with writing or even doodling.
   This slender, spiral-bound book, while perhaps not a good candidate for library shelves, makes an excellent tool 
not only for nurses but also for other health care workers, family caregivers, or any people of faith who enjoy or 
would like to try journaling.
   Hinton is a registered and degreed nurse and is an educator with the International Parish Nurse Resource Center.
          —Monica Tenney
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Guides
Organizing a Library or Resource Center. 
Carol Campbell, Glenda Strombom, 
and Dianne Oswald. 2010. 32 p. $14.00; 
members $12.00. This guide represents 
a comprehensive and updated edition of 
three previously separate publications, all 
published by CSLA:  Setting up a Library: 
How to Begin or Begin Again, Standards 
for Church and Synagogue Libraries, 
and A Policy and Procedure Manual for 

Church and Synagogue Libraries: a Do-It-Yourself Guide. 
An entirely new format was created for this guide, 
featuring quick searching and clear procedures. The 
goal is to provide one volume for users to develop 
working manuals for their congregational libraries.

Fundamentals of Financing Your 
Congregational Library. Craig Kubic (orig. 
by Claudia Hannaford). 2008. 32 p. $12.00; 
members $10.00. This guide will assist you in 
developing a realistic plan for the acquisition 
and careful management of financial 
resources that the library needs to be a vital 
part of the congregation. Includes thoughtful ideas on 
presenting a budget. 

Developing an Effective Library: 
Ways to Promote Your Congregational 
Library. Lois H. Ward. 2004. 48 p. 
$11.00; members $9.00. CSLA Past-
president Lois Ward is an expert in 
promoting libraries in congregations 

and beyond. Planning, budgeting, getting members in 
the door, and promoting the library outside the doors 
are all here for you. So many smart ideas are here that 
you could not use them all in your lifetime. 

Beyond the Book: Enhancing Your Congregational 
Library with Audio-Visual Resources. Rusty Tryon (orig. 
by Joyce Burner). 2008. 21 p. $12.00, members $10.00. 
This publication is designed to assist congregational 
librarians in making audio-visual 
resources an integral—rather than 
an incidental—part of their library 
collections.

Necessary Tools
Cataloging and Classification. Susan E. Snyder. 2004. 
53 p. $12.00, members $10.00. This publication covers 
physical processing, encouraging the use of the catalog 
and creating bibliographic records, classification, and 
classification schedules. It will take you 
through all the steps in cataloging. 

Subject Headings in the Library Catalog. 
Dorothy G. Lewis. 2007. 32 p. $12.00, 
members $10.00. This guide will help the 
beginning or experienced librarian identify the subject of a 
book and choose the most useful subject heading. It offers 
considerations for additional headings you might include to 
improve the effectiveness of your card catalog. Suggested 
Dewey classification numbers after each heading refer to 
appropriate areas of the Dewey schedule discussed in detail 
in CSLA’s publication, Cataloging and Classification.

Disaster Management in the Church and 
Synagogue Library. Nadia J. Martin. 2000. 14 
p. $8.00, members $6.50. The information 
in this guide can help you prepare for 
natural and “unnatural” disasters. It will 
provide you with the tools you need to 
create a customized disaster plan for your 
congregational library. It will help you 

minimize the costs and loss of value of your collection 
due to disaster.  Do not be naïve, it is not IF you have a 
disaster, it is WHEN!

Promotion Planning, All Year ‘Round. Claudia Hannaford 
and Ruth S. Smith. 3rd Rev. ed. 1996. 64 p. $11.00; 
members $8.00. This 64-page publication provides 
suggestions on what to publicize for your library, includ-
ing periodic and special items, to encourage participation 
in the use of the library. Includes a 
12-month calendar outlining significant 
events for the congregation. Often used 
with Ward’s Developing an Effective 
Library –a sure way to make your library 
visible and irresistible.

 
Ordering information is available at

www.cslainfo.org
or by calling CSLA at 800-542-2752

CSLA Publications for New
& Experienced Librarians
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    We all have seen our fellow CSLA members work 
miracles in their congregational libraries. They have 
wonderful promotional ideas; select great books 
for children, teens, and adults; and inspire all of us 
with their enthusiasm. A number of libraries and 
librarians were chosen to be recognized at our annual 
conference this last summer in Washington, DC, and 
it is time to begin nominating members from our 
area for the various awards. The process is easy. Just 
log onto the CSLA home page and 
click on the Awards link to download 
the nomination form. The deadline 
for entries is March 3, 2012, but do 
not wait until the last minute. Send 
your nominations in now. If you have 
questions, Mary Lou Henneman, the 
new Awards chair, will be more than 
happy to answer them. Contact her at 
englishfestival@yahoo.com. 
   Check out the following award 
categories. 

Outstanding Congregational Library
   CSLA honors a church or synagogue library which 
has responded in creative and innovative ways to the 
library’s mission of reaching and serving members 
of the congregation and/or wider community. 
Criteria taken into consideration for this award are: 
demonstrate frequent use by all ages of church or 
synagogue membership; be accessible and attractive 
with some elements of uniqueness; have up-to-date 
and varied materials; have resources other than 
books; serve all branches of the sponsoring church or 
synagogue; evidence growth and development in size 
and use.

Outstanding Congregational Librarian
CSLA recognizes a church or synagogue librarian who 

exhibits distinguished service to his/her congregation 
and/or community through devotion to the ministry of 
congregational librarianship. 

Outstanding Contribution to Congregational Libraries
This award is given to a person or institution who 
has provided inspiration, guidance, leadership, or 
resources to enrich the field of church or synagogue 
libraries. Criteria for this award include an unusual 

extension of library services in the 
community; development of special 
services or materials; promotion 
and development of congregational 
library workshops, material, or 
literature; promotion of libraries in a 
community or area; and promotion of 
libraries through a denomination or 
an interdenominational or interfaith 
group.

Helen Keating Ott Award for 
Outstanding Contribution to Children’s Literature
Named for Helen Keating Ott, one of CSLA’s most 
active members and three times a national officer, this 
award honors a person or organization for significant 
contribution in promoting high moral and ethical 
values through children’s literature. In addition 
to librarians, educators, or clergy, appropriate 
nominees for this award are authors, illustrators, 
editors, or publishers of children’s books.

Pat Tabler Memorial Scholarship Award
Named for Pat Tabler who served CSLA in several 
capacities on national, regional, and local levels, the 
award recognizes a librarian who has shown initiative 
and creativity in starting or renewing a congregational 
library. This is the only award that can be self-
nominated.

2012 CSLA AWARDS 
NOMINATIONS

CSLA NEEDS YOU!
Renewing your membership for 2012 is easy—

just use the form on the next page.
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Call for Nominations
2012 Rodda Award

It is time to submit your nominations for best ADULT literature!

Criteria for nomination:
Ø Adult book
Ø Strong spiritual content*
Ø Excellence in writing
Ø Appropriate for congregational library
Ø Copyright date of 2009, 2010, or 2011

All genres of adult literature—fiction, non-fiction, and poetry—are eligible
*For the purposes of this award, “spiritual” is defined as having a relationship with God

Send submissions to: Rodda Committee, c/o Judy Janzen, 10157 SW Barbour Blvd, #102C, Portland OR 97219
or

csla@worldaccessnet.com  (subject line: Rodda Award)

All submissions must be received by December 31, 2011—and the sooner the better!
Questions?  E-mail Martha Huntley, 2012 Rodda Award Chair, mwhuntley@aol.com

Please, submit nominations with:
Y book title and author’s full name 
W publisher, publication date, ISBN
Y brief explanation for you choice
W your name, address, phone number
Y your e-mail address

CHURCH AND SYNAGOGUE LIBRARY ASSOCIATION
501 (c) (3) Tax Deductible Organization

Membership for Calendar Year January 1, 2012 - December 31, 2012

Please print neatly in all blank spaces.

Please send CSLA mail to   ______Home   or   _____Congregation  (check one)

I am a  _____New   or   _____Renewing Member (check one) of _______________ Chapter

Name ______________________________________________ Circle one below:

Address  ___________________________________________ Individual    $50

City______________________State ______Zip+4_________ Canadian/International  $55

Congregation ______________________________________ Congregational   $70

Address  ___________________________________________ Canadian/Intl Congregational $75

City____________________State _______Zip+4___________ Affiliate    $100

Name of Representative ____________________________ Additional Contribution to CSLA $____

Phone (home)____________  Congregation__________________ 

Fax______________________  E-mail_________________________  Total Enclosed $____

Please note there is a $15 charge for returned checks.  
Chapter dues should be paid directly to the chapter.
Mail your dues payment to:

CSLA
10157 SW Barbour Blvd, #102C

Portland OR 97219
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Tech Talk
ONLINE COMMUNITIES 

   There are several ways to set up an online interest or 
discussion group. The major sites are Google, Yahoo, and 
GroupSpaces. These sites are designed to enable groups 
of people with common interests or affiliations to use the 
internet to communicate.  Google and Yahoo were created 
and have been updated over time to fit the current trends 
of their constituents. GroupSpaces was created by two 
busy undergrads at Oxford to help groups, clubs, and other 
organizations keep up with schedules, be in touch, and 
just know where to go when.  This site has also undergone 
changes as the tech world speeds ahead.
   It is probably wise to gather a group of like-minded 
people before launching a group. Choose a moderator—
someone responsible for making the decisions about 
who can join as well as accepting (or rejecting) discussion 
topics or emails. Having a group already in place keeps the 
site from languishing due to lack of interest.

   What are Google Groups?  Google Groups are online 
discussion groups based on common interests that are 
created using the Google Groups service.  This service 
allows group members to communicate with each 
other, access information using email and the internet, 
and manage and archive their mailing lists—all at no 
cost.  Membership organizations such as CSLA chapters, 
congregational committees, neighborhood associations, 
alumni groups, and teams use them regularly for 
communication and collaboration.
   How to create a Google account
Go to the Google Accounts page:  www.google.com/
accounts/NewAccount.
Follow the directions for entering information.  You may 
use your current email account or set up a new gmail 
account.

   How to start a Google Group
Go to the Google Groups 
homepage: groups.google.
com.
Sign in to Google Groups 
using your email account.
Click Create a Group.
Name your group and fill out the required information.  
Enter the email addresses of the people you will invite 
to join.  Write a welcome message.  Click Invite 
members.  Google will send invitations to your group 
members.
   How to join a Google Group:  Identify and Search the 
name of the group at the Google Groups website, and go 
to the group’s homepage. Register with the group by using 
your Google account. 

   Create a Yahoo Group by going to www.yahoo.com and 
creating an ID (if you do not already have one).  From there 
you can create a group and choose various options, such 
as whether to be public, private, or by invitation only—
these procedures are similar on all sites. You can join a 
public group by going to its site and signing up.
   One of our members uses Yahoo Groups to keep up with 
her granddaughter’s girl scout troop. She has been most 
pleased with using it.

   GroupSpaces appears to be simple to set up and use 
(groupspaces.com).  It will handle membership, email, 
events, files, payments, forum discussions, and even a 
wiki.  The Rodda Committee used a service similar to this 
several years ago and found it useful. 
   What a great way to keep in touch with your CSLA 
chapter, your library committee, or your study group—the 
possibilities go on and on!
 —Marjorie Smink, sminkm@comcast.net

2011 CSLA Conference Evaluations Winner
This year’s conference delegates were entered into a drawing for a prize of $100 in cash for returning their evaluation 
forms at the end of the conference. More than 55% of the delegates returned their forms. The winning form was 
submitted by Grace Headman of Pennsburg, Pennsylvania. Grace is a member of the East Swamp Church in 
Quakertown—this was her first conference! She not only filled out the basic information requested but also wrote 
extensively on both sides of the form, providing both positive and not-so-positive feedback, which will be of great 
value in helping to plan for next year’s programs. The association very much appreciates all those who submitted 
evaluations, as this will provide additional good material for the future plans.
         —J. Theodore Anderson, 2011 Conference Chairman
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Library Limelight: Keep Yours in the Center

It is hard to coordinate the publishing schedule of the 
CLT with the various seasons we go through in a given 
quarter. Depending on the collection of articles and 
columns, we cannot judge exactly when the CLT will 
go online. For this issue, we have decided to go with 
general ideas that you can adapt to your congregation 
for whatever season or event you deem necessary.

“Dig for Facts/Fun at the 
Library” is good for winter 
snow or gardening time. Try toy 
shovels, mounds of cotton balls 
for winter (or anything you 
can make to resemble snow) 

and lots of books or book jackets. For the gardening 
season you can use some of that awful grass that 
comes in Easter baskets or you can make grass from 
green construction paper, as described previously in 
this column. Remember you can make a copy of a 
book jacket to use ONCE (then destroy). This theme 
will work well for promoting materials you 
have that support the educational curriculum 
of your congregation. Using “fun” instead of 
“facts” will do for leisure reading and story 
DVDs. As we used to say when I was a child, 
“Easy-peasy!”

   In our library we have a collection 
of construction-paper hands, used 
mostly for Halloween. “These 
Books Deserve a Hand” can 
certainly be used seasonally, but 
anytime will do. Choose books or 
other materials that are great but 

seldom noticed. Hands are certainly 
easy enough to draw and cut out in all 
sizes. 
“Hats off to Reading” is a great lead-
off to a winter reading program. Stay 
indoors, take off that winter hat, settle 
down, and read. Gathering all kinds of 
winter hats for the bulletin board or 

display should be easy. Stuff a few hats with books, 
display a child or adult holding a book, and have a 
winter storm as a background. You can reverse this 
idea and use the theme in the spring or summer 
time by discarding hats of winter and filling with 
appropriate books of a new season.  
“Reading Makes for Smart Cookies” is an idea our li-
brary committee used to kick off the school year. How-
ever, it can be used as well at other times, and I expect 
we will adapt it again. We rounded up some cookie 
jars, stuffed 
them with pack-
ing paper, and 
placed books 
in the opening. 
We sprinkled a 
few real cook-
ies around the 
display case (for 
a bulletin board 
you would, of 
course, have 
to make paper 
cookies or per-
haps cut out 
pictures). We 
used books per-
taining to school 
subjects, such 
as ABCs, num-
bers, and math. 
This theme 
would work 
well for subjects 
to accompany 
your Sunday School or educational curriculum. 
—Dottie Lewis, deglewis@gmail.com

   We would love to hear from you! Please email us 
your column suggestions for Library Limelight.
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...technical news... technic 

The American Library 
Association offers online 
learning  in the form 
of webinars—online 

seminars, which are presented live and then archived.  
For more information:  http://www.ala.org/ala/
onlinelearning.
   For example, a recording of American Library 
Association’s ALCTS 86-minute webinar Book Repair 
Basics for Libraries is available for online viewing at no 
charge, and a PDF of handouts may be downloaded.
The url is: http://ala.org/ala/mgrps/divs/alcts/
confevents/upcoming/webinar/pres/091411.cfm. The 
live webinar was held on September 14, 2011.  Peter 
D. Verheyen and Marianne Hanley from Syracuse 
University Library’s Preservation and Conservation 
department were presenters for this webinar.  

Many archived webinars are available FREE OF 
CHARGE.  Below is just a sampling of webinars that are 
free and currently available on the ALA website (the 
name of the webinar leader and original live airdate 
are also included):

Archival 101, Peter D. Verheyen, May 11, 2010
   Pat reports:  “I did participate in the live webinar 
Archival 101 in May 2010.  It was very well done and 
well worth the time.”
Cataloging More Icky Things, Or, If you can Catalog a 
Book, You can Catalog this Stuff too!, Pamela Newberg, 
June 2, 2010
Digital Preservation: An Introduction, Cathy Martyniak 
and Emily Gore, November 17, 2010

Disaster Preparedness and Planning, Nancy Kraft, May 
12, 2010
Introduction to Sears Subject Headings I,  Sara Rofofsky 
Marcus, November 10, 2010
Introduction to Sears Subject Headings II, Sara Rofofsky 
Marcus, December 8, 2010
Mold Prevention and Remediation, Michele Brown, 
May 13, 2010
Preserving Your Personal Digital Memories, Bill Lefurgy, 
April 28, 2011

Protecting Future Access Now, Amy Kirchhoff, April 27, 
2011
Protecting & Saving Family Treasures, Nancy E. Kraft, 
April 26, 2011
Selling Withdrawn Books and Unwanted Gifts, Robert 
Holley, October 27, 2010

More online help:

Book repairs: online videos, webinar 
recording, downloadable handouts
In September 2011 Syracuse University Library’s 
“Preservation Channel” on YouTube posted five videos 
demonstrating various common types of book repairs.  
The videos range in length from one to fifteen minutes 
and cover page tear repairs, page tip-ins, hinge 
tightening, and spine repairs.  To view these videos, go 
to:  www.youtube.com/user/SULPreservation.

—Pat Shufeldt

Do you have recommendations for websites that our 
members will find useful?  Please send the details to 
the Publications Editor, Jeri Zulli, jerzulli@live.com.

WebinarS for Librarians
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al news... technical news... 

BODLEIAN GOES MOBILE: FIRST APP FEATURES 
HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE KING JAMES BIBLE EXHIBITION 
 “The Making of the King James Bible”
Available for Apple and Android devices 
Price: 99 cents

   The Bodleian Libraries of the University of Oxford 
form the largest university library system in the United 
Kingdom. They include the principal University library—

the Bodleian Library—
which has been a library of 
legal deposit for 400 years; 
major research libraries; 
and libraries attached to 
faculties, departments, and 
other institutions of the 
university. The combined 
library collections number 
more than 11 million 
printed items, in addition to 
30,000 e-journals, and vast 
quantities of materials in 
other formats. 

   The Bodleian Libraries have launched their first 
app (application), entitled “The Making of the King 
James Bible.” The King James Bible app is available for 
purchase at http://apps.toura.com/bodleian-library-
at-oxford/the-making-of-the-king-james-bible.
   The app is being launched to coincide with the 400th 
anniversary of the King James Bible’s publication and 
the Bodleian’s recent summer exhibition, Manifold 
Greatness: Oxford and the Making of the King James 
Bible. Featuring over 60 items from the exhibition, the 
app brings together, for the first time, many of the 
books and documents that lay behind the King James 
Bible translation. It traces the history of the book and 
the influence of the translation in England up to 1769. 
It was in this year that the King James Bible was first 
revised—resulting in the ‘Oxford Standard’ version that 
the world knows today. Highlights include narration 
from Oxford’s Diarmaid MacCulloch – prize-winning 
author and one of the world’s leading authorities on 
the history of the Church

Explore a variety of 
items in high resolution, 
including:
•	 the only surviving 

copy of the 1602 Bishops’ Bibles distributed to the 
translators for their use, and annotated by them

•	 old English manuscripts, such as Aelfric’s version 
of the Heptateuch, the MacRegol gospels, and one 
of the earliest surviving Wycliffite Bibles (the first 
full translation of the Bible into English)

•	 a glimpse into the process of translation, with 
the original rules of translation (from the British 
Library) and John Bois’s notes from the general 
meeting (on public display for the first time)

•	 a rare copy of the “Wicked Bible” of 1631 (most 
were burned at the time), which was so named 
because of a famous misprint in the seventh 
commandment

Richard Ovenden, Deputy Librarian, Bodleian Libraries, 
said: “A key aspect of the Bodleian cultural strategy is 
to share our renowned collections with the general 
public locally and internationally. The new technology 
is giving us the opportunity to reach out to people 
worldwide and we are pleased we can make our 
treasures available in this format as well.”
—Oana Romocea, Communications Officer, Bodleian 
Libraries, oana.romocea@bodleian.ox.ac.uk, www.
bodleian.ox.ac.uk.

Do you have recommendations for apps that our 
members will find useful?  Please send the information 
to the Publications Editor, Jeri Zulli, jerzulli@live.com.

King James Bible goes Mobile
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From the CSLA office
Dear CSLA Friends:

   The national office moved into a 
smaller and more economical space 
October 1, 2011. The new address is

10157 SW Barbur Blvd.  #102C
Portland OR 97219

Our e-mail and phone numbers will 
remain the same.
   In September I mailed out the 
renewal letter for the calendar year 
January 1, 2012–December 31, 2012. Be sure to mail 
it to the new address; it must have the suite number 
(102C) with the address or it will be returned to you.
   The new guide Planning a Congregational Archives 
Center by Curtis D. Howard, PhD, is now available!  
The list price is $14 (members pay only $12) plus $3 
postage and handling.
   During the conference in July a volunteers list 
was passed around during the business meeting 
by Marjorie Smink, asking for volunteers for the 
following areas:  helping with the 2012 conference 

in Springfield, IL; contributing of articles 
and ideas for the CLT—specifically a 
person is needed to take over the column 
Library Limelight in the CLT.  Other areas 
of need:
Fundraising
Membership Recruitment
Mentoring
Rodda Book Award Committee
Technology-social media
Virtual Chapter
We welcome any other talent or area of 
expertise that you are willing to share 

with CSLA. The more volunteers that we get, the 
more we will grow and continue to give the excellent 
assistance to all congregational librarians.
   Starting with the first issue of 2012, CLTs that are 
mailed out from the office will be 8 ½” x 5 ½”—this 
will save on paper and postage. A full size copy can 
be obtained from the Members Only section of our 
website.
   I would like to wish each one of you a very Blessed 
Holiday Season!! 
     Judy

The dragon is still 
outside the Gate!

CSLA is like the moon—the prize—the dragon is seeking, and we need to keep 
the moon glowing. “Our organization has served many members through its 
well-written guides, mentoring program, and always-insightful information from 
Congregational Libraries Today”  (Craig Kubic). So far we have managed to keep 

the dragon at bay. However, we need to encourage all congregational libraries to be members of CSLA. 
Members are needed to help with the many volunteer tasks that keep us moving forward. We need:

{ help with the 2012 conference in Springfield IL
? articles and ideas for this journal (CLT)
 $ fundraising—do you know ways to raise funds?
J help with membership recruitment
: technology/social media ideas and techs
$ readers/members for the Rodda Committee
J mentors for new librarians
: a virtual chapter for members with no available local chapter 
? writers for the Library Limelight column of CLT
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Executive Committee
Evelyn Pockrass president

Vacant first vice president,
president elect

David Reid second vice president, 
membership

Dick Burghduff  treasurer
Marjorie Smink past president, personnel

Cheryl Cutchin chapters coordinator
Marianne Stowers 

2012 conference chair

Committee Chairs
Mary Lou Henneman awards 

Alrene Hall continuing education, 
correspondence course

Pat Shufeldt finance
Vacant fund raising

Vacant nominations & elections
Dottie Lewis publications

CSLA Representatives
Vera G. Hunter center for the book

Staff and Other
Judy Janzen administrator

Dottie Lewis archives coordinator
Tom Fountain  financial assistant

Jeri Zulli  publications editor
Monica Tenney  media review editor

Robert Lewis  web master

www.cslainfo.org
10157 SW Barbour Blvd, #102C

Portland OR 97219

Telephone 503-244-6919, 800-LIB-CSLA
Facsimile 503-977-3734

E-mail csla@worldaccessnet.com

The LiBRARYSOFTTM

Small library discount package
Only $495 !

(Regular price $1078 - includes all items below)

The Full Version of LiBRARYSOFT (regular $595):
• Includes all LiBRARYSOFT Modules: Catalog, Circulaton, OPAC 
(including Kid’s OPAC and Internet Versions), MARC, Acquisitions, 
Notices & Inventory, Serials, Security, Report Generator and more.
• Language formats include Hebrew, Chinese and Spanish.
• Six months of free Customer suport and upgrades
• Training CD Included.

Locking Self-Circulation, OPAC, Catalog (regular $149):
• Prevent users from accidentally or intentional damaging your 
computers. Unauthorized users cannot delete or access hard drive 
control even if they reboot the computer.

AutoCataloguing (regular $95):
• Use the barcode scanner along with AutoCataloguing to quickly 
and easily acquire data by simply scanning in the ISBN number of 
the item. from any z39.50 site. It can even retroactively scan your 
database read ISBN numbers that are in the data and fill out the 
missing fields.

Receipt Printer (regular $130):
• This compact printer quickly prints high quality barcode labels, 
library card labels, receipts.

ECO Barcode Scanner (regular $99):
• Our most popular scanner. This durable hand held scanner 
reads barcode labels from up to 3 inches away.
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