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Our 2016 conference 
was a success. An 
article about the 

conference with photos 
and a roundup of the 
workshops are in this 

issue

Collaboration with Kent State School of Library and 
Information Science Makes for 

A GREAT ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
CSLA members and guests enjoyed an outstanding 2016 conference in Kent, 

Ohio, this summer. Thanks to Dr. Meghan Harper, Associate Professor at Kent 
State’s School of Library and Information Science (SLIS) and CSLA Conference 
Co-chair, the conference was able to meet within the university’s main library. 
Attendees benefited by workshop lead-
ers who were library professors, authors 
and speakers drawn by SLIS’s reputa-
tion, and special collections such as the 
Marantz Picture Book Collection and 
the Babar Collection. 

The preconference library 
tour featured four very different 
congregational libraries serving First 
Christian Church, Stow Presbyterian 
Church, Kent United Methodist 
Church, and Temple Israel. These 
libraries were brimming with different 
ideas and strategies for serving their congregations, ideas that attendees eagerly 
jotted down as applicable to their own situations. 

The keynote speakers were as outstanding as they were diverse. Lindsay 
Bonilla demonstrated her storytelling art, which tied in well with CSLA’s 2016 
theme, Telling Your Story. It was also fun to hear Dandi 

Meghan Harper (standing, left) and Marcia Trauernicht (standing, center) distribute handouts in 
main meeting room.

Marianne Stowers with Babar.

http://cslainfo.org
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I’m so glad I was 

able to participate 

in the conference.  

It was a joy to see 

some friends I 

haven’t seen for a 

while.  I knew I was 

going to appreciate 

every one of the 

speakers.  Besides 

good information, 

I think the thing I 

liked the best was 

that each of the 

speakers was so 

“real.” Thank you 

and all who had a 

part in pulling such 

an outstanding 

event together.—
Louise Neubert, 

Northeastern Ohio Chapter

Daley Mackall, the charming author 
behind so many of the children’s books 
found in congregational libraries. 

Shelley Pearsall, Wednesday’s evening 
speaker, told how 
she uses her experi-
ence as a teacher to 
relate to African-
American teens. “I 
knew I was connect-
ing when I saw teen 
boys holding my 
books to their chests 
as if to say, `This is 
me.’” Pearsall’s latest 

creation, The Seventh 
Most Important Thing, is a 2016 ALA 
Notable Book.

Vendor displays provided an op-
portunity to see new books, library 
equipment, software products and some 

lovely 
hand-
made 
mer-
chandise 
that 
many 
attendees 
pur-
chased for 
gifts to take home. Two of the vendors 
were also workshop presenters. 

CSLA uses the annual conference as 
a venue for presenting its awards. These 
awards not only alert the membership 
and public to outstanding literature, 
people and institutions that serve con-
gregational libraries, but also encourage 
others who strive to enhance spiritual 
life through library services. 

Akron’s Temple Israel welcomes tour.

Lindsay Bonilla enlists Mary 
Rodgers to teach storytelling.

Shelley Pearsall 
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50TH ANNIVERSARY LOGO WINNER ANNOUNCED

This year the Rodda Award was pre-
sented to Ron Koertge for his young 
adult book, Coaltown Jesus, a first-
person narrative told in blank verse 
from the viewpoint of a teenage boy  
Walker who is trying to deal with the 
death of his older brother.  As is com-
mon in such situations, he cries out to 
whomever is up there, asking why. To 
Walker’s amazement, Jesus appears in 
the boy’s bedroom, explaining that he 
was delayed because of traffic on the 
freeway. Poignant and often humor-
ous, this book addresses grief, guilt 
and the search for meaning within 
tragedy. Koertge delivered his accep-
tance speech and answered questions 
from the audience via Skype

The Helen Keating Ott Award for 
Outstanding Contribution to Chil-
dren’s Literature went to Rabbi Ron 
Isaacs and Karen Rostoker-Gruber. 
Rabbi Ron and Karen are both gifted 
and prolific authors. They recently 
collaborated on a delightful children’s 
book, Farmer Kobi’s Hanukkah Match, 
the first of many planned books for 
children that illuminate values and 

enhance understanding of religious 
practices. Karen and her puppet Ma-
ria also spoke at the awards banquet 
via Skype. 

Harry Chan, President of Media 
Flex/Bibliofiche, received the Out-
standing Contribution to Congre-

gational Libraries award. In 2001, 
Chan was made aware of the need for 
quality library support software that 
is affordable to small school systems 
and non-profit libraries. He developed 
OPALS, an open source cataloging 
and circulation system. Chan has 

attended CSLA 
conferences 
since 2008 as 
a vendor and 
presenter, has 
supported the 
organization’s 
charitable initia-
tives, and listens 
to member’s 
input. It was this 
input that led 
to the creation 
of CongreGate, 
a free union 
catalog of faith-
based libraries. 
While the cata-
log started with 
OPALS users, it 
has since been 
opened to CSLA 
libraries that 

Hands-on help from vendors. 

Arline Cox 

sets up a 

display of 

Rostoker-

Gruber 

books at 

the Awards 

ceremony.

Skype allowed Koertge to share his story with 
the CSLA audience.Harry Chan

Mission and relationships should define technology 
architecture and engineering. Sometimes it’s done 
the other way around, and usually we regret those 
outcomes. – Harry Chan

50th anniversary logo winner announced 
Earlier this year CSLA announced a contest for the 

creation of a logo design to be used in the celebration of 
its 50th anniversary. At the 
recent annual conference at 
Kent State, attendees voted for 
their favorite logo out of eight 
entries. The contest winner is 
Jodie Signes from Los Altos, 
California, who designed the 
logo shown on the left. She 
received a $250 Amazon.com 
gift card for her design.

When Jodie submitted the design, she wrote “Thank you 
for inviting me to join the fun. I was excited to learn about 

and participate in 
this logo contest 
celebrating CSLA’s 50 
years of service. This 
opportunity to have 
fun letting my mind 
be creative has, in a 
way, been therapeu-
tic.”

 For the next year, 
this logo will be used 
on CSLA stationery, 
placed on the website and found within the quarterly jour-
nal, Congregational Libraries Today.

Jodie Signes (left) accepts prize from 
Carol Campbell.

>> continued,  page 4
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CONFERENCE WORKSHOP RECAPS

WORKSHOP RECAPS

Conference—

John Schuster of 
Opals shows how 
to manage online 
resources.

Scott Dutkiewicz teaches modern 
cataloging practices.

Scott Dutkiewicz, in Cataloging for 
the 21st Century (Description 

and Access Points), explained the 
basic bibliographic information 
that is needed to catalog an item 
under RDA guidelines and used six 
examples of books with and without 
CIP information.  He noted the 
essential differences between AACR2 
and RDA. This workshop was a good 
introduction to the new CSLA Guide, 
Cataloging and Classification for the 
21st Century, which Scott co-authored 
with Susan Snyder. Scott is Associate 
Librarian for Clemson University, 
Clemson, South Carolina.

KAPCO Book Protection & 
Repair. Shawn Smith is the Customer 
Service Supervisor for KAPCO (Kent 
Adhesive Products Company). He 
gave a very informative demonstration 

on ways to help preserve the good 
condition of materials that are added 
to our library collections. Shawn also 
stressed the importance of protecting 
library materials before they get 
worn or soiled. A variety of product 
samples were given to workshop 
attendees.

KAPCO is a well-established, repu-
table company in the industry and 
seems eager to help libraries regardless 
of size. Unfortunately, there was no 
time to try out some of the book cov-
ering techniques. Shawn stated that 
KAPCO’s customer service depart-
ment is always ready to help people 
who have questions. —Betsy Ketchum

Managing Varied Resources. John 
Schuster opened up a world of op-
portunity for congregational librar-
ians by demonstrating how to use 
free online resources for reference 
and bibliographic help. Workshop 

attendees benefited further by a lively 
discussion on the need to determine 
the reliability and credibility of online 
sources, how to find and host RSS 
feeds, and using technology to ad-
dress the needs of both youth and 
senior members of the congrega-
tion.—Mary Rodgers

In Library of Congress Subject 
Headings (LCSH): What They 
Can Do for You and Your Patrons, 
Sevim McCutcheon explained how 
subject headings are created and 
why understanding this process 
is important to congregational 
librarians. Using controlled 
vocabulary maximizes users’ ability 
to find suitable resources and 
compliments keyword searching, 
which can often bring up too many 
hits to be useful. She also showed 
attendees how to evaluate and assign 
subject headings 

use other software. such as Follett and 
ResourceMate.    

Attendees also had the opportunity 
to meet in a small group roundtable 
of their choice. Discussion group 
topics covered ideas for CSLA’s 50th 
Anniversary, CSLA’s website and 
visioning a virtual future, the Virtual 
Chapter and OPALS/CongreGate.

Friday’s business meeting included 
a very informative plenary session 
by Dr. Miriam Kahn on disaster 

management.CSLA officers for 2016-
2017 were installed, the winner of 
the 50th Anniversary Logo contest 
was announced (see page 3), and 
members were treated to a preview of 
next year’s conference to be held in 
Rochester, New York, July 16 – 18. 

Many attendees stayed for a tour 
of Cleveland’s outstanding Botanical 
Gardens and the Eleanor Squire 
Library, a special collection of books 
on gardening and horticultural plants. 

As with so many of the places we saw 
and things we learned at this fabulous 
conference, tour attendees left hoping 
to return to the Kent area for a longer 
visit. 

Inside the rainforest greenhouse.

>> continued,  page 5
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Heather 
Swift dem-
onstrates 
Pray & 
Play story 
time.

Kelly 
Boyer 
Sagert 
gives 
creative 
writing 
tips. 

Sevim 
McCutcheon

Paul Fehrmann

that would be the 
best fit for one’s 
own catalog. The 
Library of Congress 
Authorities website 
has a complete 
listing of their 
subject headings 

and includes cross references from 
unused terms to authorized headings.  

McCutcheon specializes in catalog-
ing print books, ebooks, maps, and 
electronic theses and dissertations for 
Kent State University and has had a 
distinguished career with OCLC and 
the Ohio public library system.

In the workshop of freelance writer 
and editor Kelly Boyer Sagert, Writ-
ing Devotionals: Weaving Stories of 
Our Lives, Sagert spoke of using in-
cidents from her own life experiences 
as material for devotional stories. This 
gives a writer’s work both immediacy 
and authenticity. Sagert is the author 
of 13 books, including Everything to 
God in Prayer: A Writer’s Weekly De-
votional, along with three full length 
plays, a PBS documentary script and 
thousands of articles. —Mary Rogers

Paul Fehrmann, 
Reference & 
Instruction 
Librarian at Kent 
State University, 
presented a workshop 
introducing Zotero as 
a Library Resource. 

Zotero (http://www.zotero.org) is 
free open source software developed 
to create and organize personal 
libraries of resources: downloaded 
web pages, bibliographic citations 
from sources like OCLC’s WorldCat, 
PDF documents and personal notes.  
Zotero can be used with Firefox, 

Chrome, or Safari browsers, with 
resources saved to an online account 
and/or to one’s computer (Firefox 
users only.) Content can also be 
synced between a Mac or PC database 
and an online account.  Among 
Fehrmann’s recommended resources 
for getting started with Zotero are 
a series of brief YouTube videos by 
Nicholas Cifuentes-Goodbody  
(http://bit.ly/2cjRKqu )

As a Zotero user for the past five 
years, I can attest to how useful the 
software is for organizing information 
on any topic: cataloging, theology, 
medical information, home renova-
tion projects and many more.—Pat 
Shufeldt

Heather Swift’s Pray and Play 
Story Time featured an actual story 
time which she normally does for 
18-month to three-year-old children. 
She had wonderful handouts and 
suggestions for participants to take 
back to their own libraries.  Heather 
suggested limiting programs to only 
30 minutes for these young children.  
This is a great way to bring families 
into the library.—Phyllis Wendorf

Susan Snyder, retired professional 
cataloger and author of the CLT 
column, “Doing Dewey,” presented a  
Dewey Decimal Classification work-
shop. Susan covered the basics of how 
the Dewey system works and the ref-
erences one needs to do classification. 
The workshop dovetailed with that 
of Scott Dutkiewicz (see above) and 
used the same six examples to show 
the classification side of the cataloging 
and classification process as outlined 

in their new CSLA guide, Cataloging 
and Classification in the 21st Century.

 Donation Do’s and Don’ts: Tips 
for Building Quality Church and 
Synagogue Library Collections 
was really two very valuable sessions 
in one. Dr. Belinda Boon, Assistant 
Professor of Kent State University’s 
School of Library and Information 
Science, stressed the importance of 
having a donation policy in place for 
one’s library and distributed examples 
of policies from various institutions. 
Dr. Boon stated that it is essential that 
the library controls whether an item 
will become part of the collection and 
how it may dispose of unwanted or 
unsuitable items.

The second part of the session, 
weeding, was equally important and 
also related to the collection policy. It 
is difficult for many librarians to part 
with items on their shelves. Weeding 
is an integral part of maintaining an 
up-to-date and inviting collection. 
Dr. Boone illustrated her points with 
some very useful handouts.—Betsy 
Ketchum

In Mortal 
Dilemmas: Some 
Things You Need to 
Know About Dying 
Before You Are 
Dying, Dr. Sheryl 
Buckley focused 
upon the difficult 

questions that medical practitioners, 
clergy and families are having to face. 
These include whether the sacred 
nature of human life obliges us to 
always use all medical technology, 
whether it is still possible to have 
personal growth while dying, and the 
novel question, “Should this illness be 
allowed to be the final one?” 

Dr. Buckley practiced medicine for 
over 30 years and has headed hospital 
ethics committees for more than 20 
years. She has taught bioethics at Hi-
ram College and is a long-time elder 
in the Presbyterian Church (USA).

Sheryl Buckley

http://authorities.loc.gov/cgi-bin/Pwebrecon.cgi?DB=local&PAGE=First
http://authorities.loc.gov/cgi-bin/Pwebrecon.cgi?DB=local&PAGE=First
http://www.zotero.org
http://bit.ly/2cjRKqu
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Tantalizing techniques

TANTALIZING 
TECHNIQUES  
to promote your library

Mary Anne Nichols, Senior Lecturer, 
Kent State University School of 
Library and Information Science, gave 
a wonderful plenary session titled 
Marketing Your Library at the 2016 
conference. Here is a summary of her 
advice.

Before beginning any marketing 
endeavor, know your audience and 
your collection. Is the marketing 
device, whether it is a bulletin board, 
a brochure or a webpage, aimed at 
your entire congregation or a specific 
segment, such as teens or a women’s 
book club? Then design the marketing 
to appeal to that segment. Also, assess 
the collection to be certain that the 
library contains enough attractive, 
up-to-date material to be worth the 
effort.

Take a good look at the library 
from the viewpoint of a new user. 
Are posters and displays dirty, dingy 
or outdated? Weed your collection. 
Damaged and dirty material does 
not attract browsers. Take a tip from 
bookstores and make room on the 
shelves for some front-facing books. 
Publishers design book jackets to 
catch the eye and sell their books. Use 
them!

Keep a calendar of events that 
includes upcoming congregational 
and community happenings and 
national and world events that impact 
your congregation. This calendar can 
become a springboard for posters and 
displays. 

Look for help. Find inspiration 
from online sources such as Pinterest. 
Look at displays in stores. What 
catches your eye? Why? Can you do 
something similar in your library? 
And don’t forget local help. There 

may be a creative person in your 
congregation who will take over some 
aspect of marketing, such as taking 
ownership of a bulletin board or 
making attractive bookmarks.

Here are more tips taken directly 
from one of Ms. Nichols’ workshop 
handouts:
• Purchase a versatile fabric (1 ½ - 2 

yards should be enough) to drape 
over tables or flat surfaces on 
which displays are placed.

• Think FACE FRONT! Avoid 
shelving all materials spine out.

• The ceiling is a great place from 
which to hang signs. Use fishing 
line and your props seem to float 
in the air. BUT do you have a 
motion sensor?

• When placing items in a display, 
use a foreground, middle ground, 
and background.

• Bricks or boxes placed under fabric 
can add height to materials helping 
to make the display appear fluid.

• Avoid displaying materials flat.
• Use three-dimensional props for 

displays.
• Bright colors and prominent 

locations draw the attention of 
readers and non-readers to book 
displays.

• Effective merchandisers constantly 
move things around. They 
rearrange, restock, and re-shelve 
displays to keep the area and 
collection visually appealing.

• Display all types of library 
materials together – AV, books, 
videos, and magazines. This 
technique provides more materials 
and greater depth to the display, 
while decreasing the likelihood 
that a patron might discover an 
“empty” display.

• Use a hands-on display method. 
Make sure everyone can touch the 
materials on display. Props should 
not be valuable or breakable.

• Make sure to keep the display filled 
and remove information when it 
becomes outdated or tired.

• Take a photo of the display so you 
have a pattern.

• Reuse materials or recycle materi-
als. What do you have around your 
home or church?

http://www.pinterest.com
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Doing Dewey: Usomg Table 4 to make classification numbers for language-related materials more precise. 

DOING DEWEY
USING TABLE 4 TO MAKE CLASSIFICATION NUMBERS FOR 

LANGUAGE-RELATED MATERIALS MORE PRECISEBY SUSAN SNYDER
ssnyder44147@gmail.com

Since Issue 4, 2015, the Doing Dew-
ey column has been focusing on the 
Tables, which provide instructions for 
making Dewey numbers more pre-
cise. As the reader may recall, Table 
1 contains the standard subdivisions, 
Table 2 covers geographic areas and 
persons and Table 3 covers individual 
literatures and literary forms. This fi-
nal column on the Tables will address 
the subdivisions of individual lan-
guages. Most congregational librar-
ies have at least some material about 
languages, for example, dictionaries. 
This material is usually classified in 
the 400s. 

As mentioned in earlier columns, 
the precision provided by the Tables 
is rarely needed for smaller libraries.  
Table extensions, however, frequently 
appear in Library of Congress catalog-
ing records, usually offset by one or 
more apostrophes or forward slashes 
indicating where the call number may 
be truncated. It is help-
ful to be aware of what 
these extensions mean. 
In addition, even a small 
library may have a large 
collection of dictionaries 
and phrase books in one 
or more languages that 
are native to members 
of their congregations 
or of a country where 
the congregation sends 
missionaries. If so, the 
following directions can 
help with cataloging this 
material.

Titles about one or 
more languages—When 
classifying a book about 
one or more languages, 
first find the base num-

ber for the language or language fam-
ily in the 400’s. If the base number has 
a note with instructions to use Table 
4, or if it is followed by an asterisk, 
then subdivisions from Table 4 may 
be added to make the classification 
number more precise. Numbers from 
Table 4 are never used alone.

Table 4 begins by listing each of the 
standard subdivisions from Table 1 
with added notes describing how they 
apply to languages.For example, in 
Table 4 the -01 extension, Philosophy 
and theory, includes semantics, prag-
matics, languages for special purpos-
es, lexicology and psycholinguistics. A 

note at -03 warns that this number 
is not used for dictionaries of the 
standard form of the language, and 
a note at -09 warns that this number 
is not used for materials stressing 
historical and geographical varia-
tions from the standard form of the 
language. 

After standard subdivisions have 
been added, if applicable, Table 4 
continues with instructions which 
apply to the standard form of the 
language. 

Consider as an example an 
English-language dictionary. The 
instructions for 421-428 (subdivi-
sions of English) say, “Except for 
modifications shown under spe-
cific entries, add to base number 
42 notation 1-8 from Table 4;” and 
the notes at Table 4 say not to use 

EXCERPTS FROM TABLE 4
-01-09 Standard subdivisions

-1 Writing systems, phonology, and 
phonetics, including spelling

-2 Etymology 
-3 Dictionaries (use instead of Standard 

subdivision -03)
-5 Grammar
-7 Differences among historical, geographical 

and other variations of the language
-8 Standard usage of the language

-82 Formal presentation of grammar, 
vocabulary and reading selections

-83 Audio-lingual approach to expression, 
including bilingual phrase books

Adapted from Abridged Dewey Decimal Classification and 
Relative Index, devised by Melvil Dewey. Edition 15. Dublin, 
OH: OCLC, 2012.

>> continued,  page 8
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“I don’t know what I would do 

 without ResourceMate®.”

- Temple Shalom Library

Call us toll free at 800-815-8370
www.resourcemate.com

When you combine the best product, with the best customer 
experience, you get your best partner – ResourceMate.®

Your Library Automation Solution

-03 from the standard subdivisions 
for dictionaries of the language, but 
rather to use -3.

Multiple languages in the same 
family—Sometimes a book will deal 
with several languages from the same 
family. For many language families, 
the main schedule of the 400 class 
provides a way to apply subdivisions 
to the entire language family. For ex-
ample, 440 is the number for French 
and related Romance languages. The 
main schedule of the 400 class speci-
fies 440.01 as the number for phi-
losophy and theory of the Romance 
languages, including semantics. A 
note in the schedule also indicates 
that subdivisions from Table 4 may 
be added to 44, the base number for 
French, resulting in 440.1 as the num-
ber for philosophy and theory of the 
French language, including semantics. 
(As always, when adding a subdivi-
sion makes the completed number 
more than three digits long, insert a 

decimal point between the third and 
fourth digits of the completed num-
ber.)

Afro-Asiatic languages—Another 
example of a language family clas-
sification is 492, which includes both 
Arabic and Hebrew as well as other 
Semitic languages. Again, the main 
schedule of the 400 class specifies 
492.01 as the number for philosophy 
and theory of Afro-Asiatic languages, 
including semantics. The number for 
the Hebrew language is 492.4, and the 
number for philosophy and theory 
of the Hebrew language, includ-
ing semantics, is 492.401. (There is 
an asterisk and a note in the main 
schedules. The note leads to “420-
490 Specific languages” which points 
to Table 4.) In contrast, all materials 
about the Arabic language are classi-
fied in 492.7, a number which cannot 
be further subdivided, because there 
is no asterisk or note in the main 
schedules with instructions to do so.

Bilingual dictionaries—Diction-
aries with entry words in only one 
language should be classified with 
dictionaries of that language. In Table 
4, under -3 in the 15th abridged 
edition of the Dewey Decimal Clas-
sification, a note says, “A bilingual 
dictionary with entry words in both 
languages aimed at speakers of only 
one of the languages is classed with 
the other language.” For example, a 
Spanish-English, English-Spanish 
dictionary aimed at English speak-
ers would be classified as a Span-
ish dictionary in 463. One aimed at 
Spanish speakers would be classified 
as an English dictionary in 423. The 
instructions under -3 in Table 4 in the 
15th abridged edition of the Dewey 
Decimal Classification say that “a bi-
lingual dictionary with entry words in 
both languages aimed at speakers of 
both languages is classed with the lan-
guage coming later in the 400’s in the 
main schedules.” There is something 
to be said, however, for classifying a 
bilingual dictionary where it would be 
most useful to your library’s clientele.

The base 
number is 
463 since this 
is a Spanish 
dictionary 
for English 
speakers.

Classic 
Religious 
Books for 
Children:
An Annotated 
Bibliography  
by Carol 
Campbell & 
Evelyn Pockrass. (2015). Completely 
redone from the previous edition. 
Carefully researched with helpful 
annotations and notes. Here are the 
very best children’s religious books 
from several faith traditions. $14/$12 
+ S&H

CSLA BIBLIOGRAPHY
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2017 Roadda Award nominations being sought.

2017 Rodda Award —Send in those children’s book nominations
BY BEV ETZELMUELLER, RODDA AWARD CHAIR

I have a confession to make. I 
love to read children’s books. With 
children’s books, the message 
is simple, to the point and the 
conclusion comes quickly. In my 
church library, I have a large round 
table with child-size chairs. I love 
sitting on the chairs because I can see 
the children’s portion of the library 
from a child’s level. Much inspiration 
has come from the vantage point of a 
child.

It is now time to make a nomination 
for the 
2017 Rodda 
Award. The 
category for 
this year is 
CHILDREN. 

The award 
has a long 
history 
nominating 
top quality 
children’s books. The 2014 Rodda 
Award winner, Thoughts to Make 

Your Heart Sing by Sally Lloyd-Jones, 
highlights children’s devotions. The 
author shares spiritual truths from 
the Bible told in a conversational 
tone to turn the reader’s eyes toward 
the heavens. The brief but profound 
entries are stunningly illustrated by 
Jago. 

The Rodda Award Committee, 
a subcommittee of the CSLA 
Awards Committee, requests 
your nominations by November 
15, 2016. Feel free to submit up 
to three nominations for this 
category from books published 

from 2014 through 2016. We rely 
on your recommendations for the 
nominations to ensure that we have a 
quality winner.

Complete the nomination form on-
line and submit it to the CSLA office 
at csla@worldaccessnet.com. You may 
also print the form, fill it out by hand 
and mail it to the office. Your nomina-
tions will be forwarded to the com-
mittee, which will review them with 
great care using the highest standards. 
The committee looks for literary 
excellence and content that promotes 
a child’s spiritual growth. 

Calling For Nominations
 

2017 Rodda Award
Nominations are now being 
accepted for a children’s book 
for the 2017 Rodda Award. The 
book nominated must include 
strong spiritual values and 
literary excellence. Nominations 
may have text and pictures or be 
a wordless picture book. Keep 
in mind, however, that it can 
be difficult to find a spiritually 
significant book that only 
contains pictures. Remember 
that each nomination should be 
appropriate for congregational 
libraries. 

Each nomination must have a 
2014, 2015 or 2016 copyright date.  
Audience level should be within 
preschool age through 12 years 
old.  A member may nominate up 
to three books. 

Nominations should  
be submitted  
by Nov. 15, 2016, to:

Rodda Committee
c/o Judy Janzen
10157 SW Barbur Blvd., 102-C
Portland, OR 97219
Or email to
csla@worldaccessnet.com, (sub-
ject line: Rodda Award)

Please include the following 
nomination information:
• Title of book
• Author’s full name
• Publisher, publication date, 

ISBN
• Provide brief explanation of 

your choice
• Provide your name, address, 

phone number
• Provide e-mail and CSLA chap-

ter (if applicable)

The Rodda Award was established in 2005 
to honor Dorothy Rodda Sargent, CSLA’s 
first Executive Secretary. 

Questions?  Email Bev Etzelmueller 
bevetz@sbcglobal.net

Disaster 
Management 
Planning 
for Small Libraries 
By Laura Dallas. (2015) Disaster 
can strike at any time. This is an 
excellent guide for producing 
a plan to be ready when “IT” 
happens. Succinct and to 
the point. $10/$12 + S&H

CSLA GUIDE

Need note cards?
Call 800-LIB-CSLA

to order CSLA cards today!
6 card + envelopes $5.50 +$3 postage
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President’s Message: CSLA’s story in the 21st century
Chapter Chatter: News from Houston, San Jose Bay; Virtual chapters
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Marcia Trauernicht, 
Chapters Coordinator

HOUSTON AREA CHAPTER
What’s been happening in Houston? 

The Awesome April Workshop! Held 
at Tallowood Baptist Church on 
April 23 and hosted by Joy Cryer, the 
program included these educational 
sessions: CLSA Websites, Reading 
Clubs for All, Reduce/Refresh/
Recycle, and Stump the Librarian. 
A plenary program followed. The 
meeting concluded with Book 
Buffet. Members were asked to bring 
a children’s book that has made a 
difference in his/her library and 
describe why it is special.

SAN JOSE BAY AREA 
CHAPTER 

Willow Glen United Methodist 
Church was the location of the 
San Jose Bay Area Chapter’s spring 
meeting on May 9. Hostesses were 
Alice Singh and Dianne Oswald. 

The Rev. Katherine B. Doar, 

Associate Priest at St. Francis 
Episcopal Church in Willow Glen, 
California, was the guest speaker. Rev. 
Doar described a number of books 

for adults and 
children that she 
has come across 
in her second 
job at Hicklebee’s 
Children’s 
Bookstore http://
www.hicklebees.
com/. 

Julie Reilly, 
librarian at Sunnyvale Presbyterian 
Church, brought the group’s attention 
to a new webpage that she has created 
on her library’s website: Resource 
for Seniors and Those Who Live 
with Disabilities (http://www.svpc.
us/calendar/lib_resources_sd.php.) 
Resources reflect what is available 
in that area of California, but 
this page can provide a template 

(and inspiration) for creating a 
similar resource page for your own 
congregation.

On July 11, the chapter held a  
day outing. Members met at Leigh’s 
Bookstore in Sunnyvale, California. 
After time spent browsing through 
the store, attendees enjoyed a leisurely 
lunch at a nearby restaurant.

VIRTUAL CHAPTER
A survey was sent to the Virtual 

Chapter members to gather input 
on how to improve the chapter and 
determine its future development. 

SAD NEWS
Due to lack of membership, 

the following chapters have been 
dissolved: Florida Suncoast, Metro 
Atlanta and Miami Valley Ohio. Their 
dissolutions were approved with 
regret by the CSLA Board at its July 
25 meeting. 

Katherine B. Doar

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE: CSLA’S STORY IN THE 21ST CENTURY

Marcia Trauernicht, 
CSLA President, 
invites conference 
attendees to share 
their stories.

Summer is nearing its end, though at the 
time that I am writing this article, the heat and 
humidity continues. I hope that you all have 
had a restful and relaxing time during this 
season and have taken opportunities here and 
there to learn new things, too. Those attending 
the 2016 CSLA Conference certainly did. You’ll 
find an overview of the wonderful conference 
presentations and workshops in this issue.

One session presented by Mary Ann Nichols 
covered marketing your library. The same 
concepts and techniques can be applied to 
marketing your chapter and CSLA. The first 
step: plan your story and identify who will 
want to hear it. Sound familiar?

CSLA’s story is approaching a 50-year 
milestone. Many of us know its story, having 
been associated with this organization for 
years, but who needs to hear its story now? 

And, more importantly, what will CSLA’s story 
be in the future?

From now through next year’s conference 
in July, we will be celebrating CSLA’s past 
accomplishments and those who made those 
accomplishments possible. But we also must 
look ahead and determine what must take 
place in our organization to be as viable in the 
21st century as it was in the 20th century. Your 
voice is crucial in identifying CSLA’s role for 
the future, and I ask that you participate in this 
dialogue in the coming months.

Soon a survey will be delivered to all 
CSLA members to gather information, 
ideas, comments and concerns for and about 
CSLA, and your input will determine our 
organization’s path. I know that you can be 
counted on to assist CSLA in telling its (and 
your) new story.

http://www.hicklebees.com/
http://www.hicklebees.com/
http://www.hicklebees.com/
http://www.svpc.us/calendar/lib_resources_sd.php
http://www.svpc.us/calendar/lib_resources_sd.php
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fresh citations: new media for your library

FICTION
The Midwife’s Dilemma  
(At Home in Trinity #3)
Delia Parr. Bethany House, 2016. 320p. $15, 
paperback. ISBN: 9780764217357. www.
bethanyhouse.com. Midwifes—Fiction. 
Historical fiction. Love stories.

Martha Cade is the only 
midwife in the town of Trinity. 
She is living through a time of 
immense changes in her life 
and the life of her town. She 
is widowed, a mother whose 

children have recently left home, her beloved horse has 
died and the 19th century town is growing increasingly 
connected to the outside world. Amidst these changes, 
Mayor Thomas Dillon has asked Martha to marry 
him, and she struggles with accepting his proposal or 
continuing with midwifing. She is inclined to accept 
Thomas’ proposition, but tells Thomas before she 
marries that she needs to find someone to replace her as 
midwife and that could take a year or more.

In the interim, Martha must find a new horse. The 
search leads to a comical side story when someone 
gives her a horse which turns out not to like women 
and causes trouble for Martha. Additionally, Thomas 
becomes impatient and wants to marry sooner. Toward 
this end, he promises she can keep being a midwife until 
she finds a replacement, but she is not sure he can keep 
his promise.

Can their faith in God and His plans for their lives see 
them through? —Phyllis Wendorf

Every Bride Has Her Day 
(Brides With Style, Book #3)
Janice Thompson. Revell, 2016. 339p. $14, 
paperback. ISBN: 9780800724016. www.
revellbooks.com Weddings—Fiction. Love 
stories.

Janice Thompson has added a 
third novel to her series Brides 
With Style. This book continues 
the story of Katie Fisher’s love 
life. After winning a wedding 
dress from Cosmopolitan Bridal, 

she becomes an employee of the salon. She falls in love 
with the owner’s son, Brady James, who is the interim 
manager. Katie and Brady have just become engaged 
when the story opens. If Katie previously thought she 
had troubles, she is in for a surprise. Everybody wants 
to plan her wedding and gives no thought to what she 
wants. Finally, they realize it is her right to plan the 
event. 

Getting married is apparently contagious because 
several other main characters become engaged or marry 
unexpectedly, including Katie’s great aunt, who is in 
her eighties. Momentarily, at least, these events take 
attention from Katie. Having overcome resistance to 
having her wedding in her small hometown, Katie now 
faces the possibility that many people may not attend 
after an argument between two elderly residents has 
created dissension in the town. Will Katie have her 
day? —Beverly M. Bixler

http://bakerpublishinggroup.com/bethanyhouse
http://bakerpublishinggroup.com/bethanyhouse
http://www.revellbooks.com
http://www.revellbooks.com
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The Wishing Season (A 
Chapel Springs Romance #3)
Denise Hunter. Thomas Nelson, 2014. 331p. 
$16, paperback. ISBN: 9781401687045. 
http://www.thomasnelson.com City and 
town life—Fiction. Restaurants—Fiction. 
Shelters for the homeless—Fiction. Love 
stories.

In The Wishing Season, 
Denise Hunter has created an 
interesting plot that has readers 
wondering how things will be 

resolved at the end of the story. Both P.J. McKinley 
and Cole Evans have a dream. P.J.’s is to have her own 
restaurant and Cole’s is to provide a transitional home 
for young people leaving foster care. Mrs. Simmons, an 
elderly Chapel Springs resident, needs to dispose of 
her home. Instead of selling it, she will offer it as a prize 
in a contest. The winner will be the person whose plan 
for the house will most benefit the community. The 
committee charged with making this decision cannot 
decide between P.J. and Cole. Mrs. Simmons resolves 
the conflict by requiring that both live in the house 
for a year with the restaurant on the first floor and 
accommodations for the kids on the second floor. After 
the year is up, the winner will be announced.

Renovations and establishing their respective 
businesses cause problems, and both contestants have 
personal issues. Cole is burdened by years of false guilt, 
and P.J. feels the need to prove herself. Add to these 
challenges a budding romance and the realization that 
winning will deprive the other of his or her dream. What 
should they do?—Beverly M. Bixler

Murder Comes by Mail (A 
Hidden Springs Mystery #2)
A. H. Gabhart. Revell, 2016. 352p. $14, 
paperback. ISBN: 9780800727055. www.
revellbooks.com City and town life—Fiction. 
Murder—Fiction. Detective and mystery 
stories.

Deputy Sheriff Michael Keane 
is back again in the latest 
installment of A Hidden Springs 
Mystery series. This time he is 
driving the delightful church 

ladies to see a theatrical production starring one of their 
talented residents. Little does anyone guess that Michael 
will become a hero when, on the way, he needs to stop in 
order to rescue a potential suicide victim who threatens 
to jump off a bridge. But why does this stranger tell the 
sheriff that he will regret his heroic deed? Everyone on 

http://www.thomasnelson.com
http://www.revellbooks.com
http://www.revellbooks.com
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CLASSICS CORNER
The Adventures of Rabbi 
Harvey: A Graphic Novel  
of Jewish Wisdom and Wit 
in the Wild West

Steve Sheinkin. Woodstock, VT: Jewish 
Lights, 2006. 123p. paperback, $17. ISBN 
9781580233101. www.jewishlights.com 
Jews—Folklore. Western stories. Graphic 
novels.

Originally published in 
2006 and since translated 

into multiple languages, this text is exactly as the 
title describes: a graphic novel of Jewish folk tales 
set in the American West circa 1870. The artwork is 
as entertaining as the stories found in each chapter. 
The stories will make readers smile as they get to 
know Rabbi Harvey and his unique way of dispensing 
advice. Watch Rabbi Harvey as he ousts the bad guys 
from Elk Spring, Colorado, and tricks criminals into 
confessing. Steve Sheinkin, author and illustrator, has 
created a unique spin on Jewish wit and wisdom and 
made it appealing to readers of all ages. This text is 
appropriate for congregational and youth-focused 
libraries with sections on folktales, Jewish wisdom, 
and humor. Although it is a graphic novel, the binding 
is softcover in regular 9’x 6’ book size for ease of 
shelving.—Sharon Hinton

the bus has been busy snapping photos on their cell 
phones, so why can’t they find clues to discover this 
man’s identity? Why are certain young women being 
murdered and who is responsible for their deaths? Who 
is sending the photos of the dead girls to the sheriff and 
newspaper editor? How can Michael protect the people 
about whom he cares? Join with the charming cast of 
characters as they rally together to solve the mystery. 
Recommended for Christian women’s book discussion 
groups who enjoy a “cozy” small town mystery. —Mary 
Lou Henneman

Sea Rose Lane
Irene Hannon. Revell, 2016. 368p. $15, 
paperback. ISBN: 9780800727543 www.
revellbooks.com. Bed and breakfast 
accommodations—Fiction. Christian fiction. 
Love stories.

Eric Nash is a dedicated 
and successful new attorney 
who racks up more than the 
average billable hours for his law 
firm. Unfortunately, cutbacks 
suddenly place him in the ranks 

of the unemployed, and he returns to his home town of 
Hope Harbor to figure out his future career options and 
his personal life. Little does he suspect that he would 
literally run into B.J., a beautiful woman recently hired 
by his widowed father to turn his home into a bed-and-
breakfast. This fortuitous fender bender opens up new 
possibilities for both of them as they face bumps along 
life’s road. Through a series of events involving caring 
for others, as well as discovering their true personal 
desires and talents, the pair finds hope and strength in 
their faith as they tackle a variety of challenges. This is 
a perfect Christian romance for book discussion groups. 
 —Mary Lou Henneman

Amish Sweethearts 
(Neighbors of Lancaster  
County #2)
Leslie Gould. Bethany House, 2016. 376p. 
$15, paperback. ISBN: 9780764215247. www.
bethanyhouse.com Amish—Pennsylvania—
Lancaster County—Fiction. Love stories.

Over time, life’s circumstances 
and struggles change 
individuals’ attitudes and 
behaviors. Likewise, Leslie 
Gould’s characters in Amish 

Sweethearts change slowly, making the characters well-
developed and credible.

Zane Beck and Lila Lehman have been neighbors for 
years and by their late teens have become best friends. 

Zane would like to be more than a friend, and Lila would, 
too, although she does not like to admit it. However, 
there are obstacles to that happening. Lila is Amish 
and Zane is not. Lila has yet to join the church but she 
declares that when she does, she will never leave it. She 
is also being courted by the bishop’s son at the request 
of her father. In an argument, Lila tells Zane to go as far 
away from her as possible. Ultimately, that puts him in 
Afghanistan. When the novel ends, Lila and Zane have 
reconciled and agreed that to realize their dream of 
spending the rest of their lives together they will have to 
proceed step-by-step.—Beverly M. Bixler

Planning a Congregational Archives Center. Curtis 
D. Howard, PhD. (2011). This is a great reference book 
on processing, preserving, storing and exhibiting your 
archives. It offers tips on what to include in your archives 
and discusses their importance to your congregation. $12/ 
$14 + S&H. 

CSLA GUIDE
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Eden Hill 
Bill Higgs. Tyndale, 2016. 384p. $15, 
paperback. ISBN: 9781496410832. www.
tyndalehouse.com Service stations—
Kentucky—Fiction. Kentucky—Social life 
and customs—20th century—Fiction. 
Christian fiction.

The old adage “if it ain’t broke, 
don’t fix it” is just the frame 
of mind held by the residents 
of the small town of Eden Hill, 
Kentucky, in 1962. Virgil Osgood 

has been the owner of a filling station for a long time, 
but when Cornelius Armstrong drives through this 
little town, he has the brilliant idea that the lot across 
the road from Virgil’s is the perfect place to build a 
new and modern Zipco station. Thus begins a series of 
conflicts on a variety of levels with neither man knowing 
what the other is experiencing behind the scenes. 
Virgil is struggling with an old building and trying to 
understand his wife, Mavine. Cornelius did not realize 
all the demands and costs the Zipco Company would 
impose on him as a franchise owner. How can he find a 
way to have enough money to support his wife and their 
soon-to-be-born baby? Even though Reverend Eugene 
Caudill initiated the conflict by selling the property to 
raise money for the church, it is through his wisdom and 
care that the delightful members of Eden Hill learn how 
to follow Christ’s teachings in their actions and to love 
their neighbors. This is a wonderful story for Christian 
readers looking back to the good old days and realizing 
things have not changed that much today.—Mary Lou 
Henneman

Annabel Lee
Mike Nappa. Revell, 2016. 368p. $15, 
paperback. ISBN: 9780800726447. 
http://www.revellbooks.com Private 
investigators—Fiction. Suspense fiction.  
Christian fiction.

Secrets abound in this 
masterfully crafted suspense 
thriller as private investigators 
Trudi Coffey and Samuel Hill 
join forces to discover a hidden 
treasure of rare value. The 

mystery begins as two former Special Forces operatives, 
Truck and the Mute, form an alliance to protect and hide 
11-year-old Annabel Lee—a girl of rare talents—from 
a group trying to kidnap her for powers she does not 
even know she possesses. Through their love of Edgar 
Allen Poe, Truck leaves a series of clues only Trudi will 
be able to decipher. But will she find the girl in time? To 
add to the intrigue and plot development, each of the 
chapters is identified as being told from the viewpoint of 

the various main characters. Not only is this an amazing 
suspense novel, but the elements of Christian faith are 
woven seamlessly as the characters face fear and doubt 
in their struggle to find the strength to survive. This is 
a powerful novel. It will appeal to all readers who want 
an intriguing story with a cutting-edge plot interwoven 
with faith issues including mysticism and basic beliefs. 
To reveal more would take away the thrill of the story. —
Mary Lou Henneman

A Fool & His Monet
Sandra Orchard. Revell, 2016. 336p. $15, 
paperback. ISBN: 9780800726713. www.
revellbooks.com Art thefts—Investigation—
Fiction. Detective and mystery stories.

Serena Jones is the newest 
agent on the FBI art crime task 
force and her first case has been 
successful in spite of her small 
claustrophobia problem. Not 
only is she bright, but she is 
surrounded by a loving mother 

who wants her daughter to give her grandkids and an 
aunt who considers herself a cross between Sherlock 
Holmes and Miss Marple. Her newest case centers on 
the disappearance of two major paintings from the local 
museum’s storage, one of which is a valuable Monet. 
Can Serena help her friend Zoe, the new temporary 
head of museum security, save her job? What does Mr. 
Burke, an employee at the museum, or Malgucci, the 
local mob boss, have to do with the missing paintings? 
Filled with humor, bullets flying, and plenty of suspects, 
author Sandra Orchard’s first book in the Serena 
Jones mystery series sets the stage to answer who 
killed her grandfather in another art theft years ago. 
Recommended for congregational libraries to add to 
their secular mystery section. —Mary Lou Henneman

A Plain Death (Appleseed 
Creek Mystery series, #1)
Amanda Flower. B&H Books, 2012. 336p. $15, 
paperback. ISBN: 9781433676970. http://
www.bhpublishinggroup.com Amish—
Ohio—Knox County—Fiction. Detective and 
mystery stories.

Twenty-four year old Chloe 
Humphrey was raised in the 
Cleveland, Ohio area. After 
graduating from college she 
finds a job as the head of direct 

services technology at a small college in Knox County, 
Ohio, in the heart of an Amish county. On her way to 
Appleseed Creek she sees an Amish teenage girl being 
harassed by two men. She stops to help and meets 
Becky Troyer, who has decided to leave the Amish. Chloe 

http://www.tyndalehouse.com
http://www.tyndalehouse.com
http://www.revellbooks.com
http://www.revellbooks.com
http://www.revellbooks.com
http://www.bhpublishinggroup.com
http://www.bhpublishinggroup.com
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lets Becky stay with her and meets Becky’s brother 
Timothy, who also has left the Amish. Becky borrows 
Chloe’s car one day and accidently kills the popular 
Amish bishop. Later, the trio discovers the brakes on 
Chloe’s car had been cut. Chloe and Timothy try to find 
out who cut the brakes and why.

The author blends information about the Amish and 
the elements of a mystery story in an enjoyable manner, 
and readers will find the discussion questions at the 
end helpful for book clubs. Recommended for mystery 
lovers.—Phyllis Wendorf

A Plain Disappearance 
(Appleseed Creek Mystery 
series, #3)

Amanda Flower. B&H Publishing Group, 
2013. 336p. $15, paperback. ISBN: 
9781433676994. www.bhpublishinggroup.
com Amish—Ohio—Knox County—Fiction. 
Murder—Fiction. Detective and mystery 
stories.

Chloe Humphrey, an employee 
at a small college in the middle 

of an Amish area, is now being courted by Timothy 
Troyer, who was formerly Amish. On their first date, 
Timothy stops at an abandoned Amish farm to give 
Chloe a Christmas gift. While there, they discover a 
teenage Amish girl dead and frozen in the snow. It 
turns out she was murdered and the chief of police 
asks Chloe’s help, since she has access to the Amish 
community that the chief lacks. So begins another 
mystery for Chloe and Timothy to solve.

There are twists and turns in this book, and the reader 
will be surprised when the murderer is revealed. An easy 
read and very enjoyable.—Phyllis Wendorf

At Love’s Bidding
Regina Jennings. Bethany House, 2015. 
352p. $15, paperback. ISBN: 9780764211416. 
www.bethanyhouse.com Painting—Fiction. 
Humorous stories. Love stories. Detective 
and mystery stories.

Miranda Wimplegate is a 
young woman whose family 
owns an auction house in Boston 
dealing with fine antiques. When 
a painting is sold by mistake 
to an anonymous bidder, the 

owner, a member of a powerful family that could ruin the 
Wimplegates, insists they return the painting.

They discover that the painting was shipped to an 
auction house in Missouri and assume the painting is 
located there. Much to their dismay, the auction house 
is for sale, which may put the painting at risk. In an 
attempt to secure the painting, Amanda’s father buys 
the auction house, and Amanda and her grandfather 
travel to Missouri to retrieve the painting.

When they arrive they find a small country town, the 
“auction house” turns out to be a barn for livestock, and 
the auctioneer-manager, Wyatt Ballentine, is annoyed to 
find they know nothing about livestock. Needless to say, 
the painting is not located at the barn.

Now Amanda and her grandfather need to find out 
who might have the painting and get it back to Boston 
before their family loses everything. Amanda and Wyatt 
form a strange partnership, but both keep secrets from 
the other. Meanwhile, Amanda’s grandfather starts 
showing signs of dementia.

Jennings has penned an over-the-top humorous book 
mixed with elements of romance and mystery.—Phyllis 
Wendorf

Pioneer’s
Endowment Fund

Consider sending a gift today to the CSLA office, marking it  
for the Pioneer’s Endowment Fund.

Donations & bequests to 
Pioneers Endowment Fund will 

help ensure CSLA’s financial 
health now and in the future.

Cataloging and 
Classification for 
the 21st Century 
Scott M. Dutkiewicz and Susan E. 
Snyder (2016). All the steps from 
physical processing to encourag-
ing catalog use to creating bib-
liographic records and determining 
classification. $12/$14 + S&H.

CSLA GUIDE
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Until the Dawn
Elizabeth Camden. Bethany House, $15, 
paperback. ISBN: 9780764217203. www.
bethanyhouse.com Hudson River Valley 
(N.Y. and N.J.)—History—Fiction. Weather—
Observations—Fiction. Historical fiction. 
Christian fiction.

Sophie van Riijn loves the 
abandoned mansion, Dierenpark, 
and its property situated on 
a cliff on the Hudson River. 
She goes there every day to 

check the instruments she installed on the roof without 
permission from the newly formed National Weather 
Bureau.

The mansion had a tragic history and there were 
rumors about a curse on the family who owned the 
mansion. The Vandermarks had not been back for sixty 
years, but now Quentin and his son, Pieter, have arrived 
with bodyguards. Quentin and Sophie are immediately at 
odds, and Sophie is shocked when she learns Quentin is 
there to tear down the mansion and burn its contents. 

Pieter is a scarred and frightened child, having been 
kidnapped the year before, but Sophie is able to reach 
the troubled child. As a result, Quentin allows her to 
continue with her weather reports. Meanwhile, Sophie 
is determined to find a way to save the mansion. Soon 
Quentin’s grandfather arrives, and it is he who wants the 
mansion torn down.

Quentin is fascinated with Sophie, her patience with 
everyone and her reliance on her faith. Slowly, she 
begins to influence him, and he begins to change.

The mystery of the family, the “curse” and the 
blooming relationship between Sophie and Quentin 
make this a good read.—Phyllis Wendorf

Where She Belongs
Johnnie Alexander. Revell, 2016. 363p. 
$15, paperback. ISBN: 9780800726409. 
www.revellbooks.com Widows—Fiction. 
Dwellings—Fiction.

Shelby Kincaid, protagonist of 
Where She Belongs, spent much 
of her youth at her grandparents’ 
house, Misty Willow. Widowed 
for two years when the novel 
begins, she has written a letter 
to A. J. Sullivan, the current 

owner of the property, expressing her deep desire to buy 
her family’s former homestead. She wants her two young 
daughters to have happy experiences in that house and 
to gain an understanding of the importance of heritage. 

Shelby goes to see the property and to talk with Mr. 
Sullivan. She is distressed to see the neglected condition 
of the house. She is prepared to dislike A. J. because 

she believes the Sullivans stole her grandparents’ 
property and caused other problems for them. Questions 
exist about that past relationship. Shelby and her girls 
eventually move into Misty Willow, but obstacles to 
finding the peace she desires keep occurring. Alexander 
slowly develops her characters and they are better 
individuals at the end of the novel than at the beginning. 
Faced with the possibility of having to leave Misty 
Willow, Shelby realizes that people, not a place, provide 
the peace she seeks.—Beverly M. Bixler

All Summer Long  
(Follow Your Heart #2)
Melody Carlson. Revell, 2016. 320p. 
paperback, $15. ISBN: 9780800723583. 
www.revellbooks.com Cooks—Fiction. Ship 
captains—Fiction. Love stories.

Tia D’Amico is a talented 
chef working in her family’s 
restaurant when she receives 
a call from her aunt in San 
Francisco offering her a chef’s 
job aboard a yacht she is turning 

into a dinner cruise ship. When Tia arrives in the city, 
she is met by the ship’s captain, Leo Parker. They realize 
they met 10 years ago at a boating camp when Tia was 
visiting her aunt. Leo was her childhood crush and first 
kiss.

Tia finds out that Leo just became engaged. Tia and 
Leo need to work together to get her aunt’s ship, The 
Pacific Pearl, ready by mid-July, but their efforts are 
complicated by secrets kept from Leo by his fiancée.

This is a sweet love story with likeable characters.—
Phyllis Wendorf

An Endless Christmas
Cynthia Ruchti. Worthy Inspired, 2015. 
240p. hardcover, $16. ISBN: 9781617955877. 
worthypublishing.com Families—Fiction. 
Christmas stories. Domestic fiction. 
Christian fiction.

Katie Vale is from a very 
dysfunctional family going back 
generations. Micah Binder is 
from a very large loving family 
who lean on their faith in God. 

At Christmas, Micah is taking 
Katie to meet his family at his grandparents’ cottage. As 
soon as they arrive and in front of everyone, Micah asks 
Katie to marry him. Katie says no, she can’t marry him, 
and then is surprised when all the Binder women come 
hug her and say words of comfort. Despite the rejection 
of Micah, the Binders share their many holiday traditions 
with Katie. 

With all the people crowded in the cottage, Katie 

http://bakerpublishinggroup.com/bethanyhouse
http://bakerpublishinggroup.com/bethanyhouse
http://www.revellbooks.com
http://www.revellbooks.com
http://www.worthypublishing.com
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A Basic Media List for 
Church Libraries: 
An Annotated Bibliography 
by Ellen Bosman. (2015) Updated 
approach to Basic Books that 
utilizes all media that should be 
available in congregational libraries. 
Carefully selected by our new Media Review Editor. $14/$12 + S&H

CSLA BIBLIOGRAPHY

waits for what she is used to—family fighting. Slowly, 
Katie comes to realize that even in this “perfect” family 
everything is not always so perfect, but they work 
through the tough times with their love of God and each 
other.

In this contemporary Christmas story, the author 
weaves a magical story of love, acceptance and being 
part of God’s family.—Phyllis Wendorf

Anchor in the Storm  
(Waves of Freedom, #2)
Sarah Sundin. Revell, 2016. 400p. 
paperback, $15. ISBN: 9780800723439. 
www.revellbooks.com Women 
pharmacists—Fiction. World War, 1939-
1945—Fiction. Detective and mystery 
stories.

This story takes place between 
December 7, 1941, and July 
4, 1942, when America is just 
entering the Second World War.

Lillian Avery is a young woman who recently 
graduated from Ohio State University with a pharmacy 
degree. She is self-conscious because she lost a leg in 
an accident and wears a prosthesis. Although not many 
women are pharmacists, she lands a pharmacy job in 
Boston because all the men are joining the services. She 
hopes to make a good impression on her new boss and 
become indispensable.

Ensign Archer Vendenberg comes from a very rich 
New England family. His best friend is Lillian’s brother, 
Jim. Both Jim and Archer survived the sinking of their 
ship by German U-boats and now find themselves on 
survivors’ leave. When Archer meets Lillian, he is very 
taken with her.

When Archer returns to sea, he notices his sailors are 
lethargic. Could someone be selling drugs to the crew? 
Hoping to gain Lillian’s trust, they work together to solve 
the mystery. 

This is an enjoyable novel with likeable characters. 
The discussion questions at the end make this a natural 
choice for a book club.—Phyllis Wendorf

The Red Door Inn
Liz Johnson. Revell, 2015. 348p. $15, 
paperback. ISBN: 9780800724023. www.
revellbooks.com Bed and breakfast 
accommodations—Prince Edward Island—
Fiction. Prince Edward Island –Fiction.

Throughout Liz Johnson’s 
book the reader knows that 
Marie Carrington is running 
away from an unpleasant event 
in her past. Although small hints 
are given from time to time, the 

reader does not learn the complete story until near the 
end of the novel.

On a ferry to Prince Edward Island, Marie sits next to 
an elderly widower. He asks her opinion about some 
swatches of paint color he is holding. Impressed with 
her answers and judging that she has no money nor any 
place to stay, he convinces her to take a job renovating 
an old home into a bed-and-breakfast in memory of 
his deceased wife. His nephew, who is helping him, is 
not happy with the new assistant, but over time that 
changes. Johnson creates strong major and minor 
characters. With strong-willed characters, there are many 
obstacles in their path, but all reach satisfying solutions 
to their problems.—Beverly M. Bixler

MEDIA
The Freedom Fighters of NILI
Modified Entertainment, Inc., 2012. 74 minutes. $25, DVD.  
http://www.modifiedentertainment.com 940.4 NILI (Organization: 
Palestine). Aaron Aaronsohn, 1876-1919. World War, 1914-1918—Military 
intelligence– Palestine. Zionism.

This documentary DVD chronicles the rebirth of Israel 
in the territory of Palestine. It details NILI, a secret pro-
British spy organization that operated in areas under 
Turkish rule (Syria and Palestine) during World War One 
from 1915 to 1917. The Ottoman Empire had ruled the 
region since 1517, but was disintegrating by the early 
20th century. One of the first Jewish settlements was 

The CSLA Virtual Chapter!

Don’t have a CSLA chapter near you? 
Need somone to talk to? Have a great 

idea for congregational libraries? 
Need a problem solved? Just want to 

vent? Need to brainstorm? No bound-
aries! Meet anytime!  

Interested in learning more?  
CONTACT MARCIA TRAUERNICHT 

AT MARCIATMAIL@GMAIL.COM

http://bakerpublishinggroup.com/revell
http://www.revellbooks.com
http://www.revellbooks.com
http://www.modifiedentertainment.com
mailto:marciatmail@gmail.com


18  congregational libraries today

Media for the Teen and Young 
Adult Reader Selected and 
annotated by Mary Lou Henneman. 
This guide is meant more to offer 
suggestions on a variety of books 
for congregational libraries than a 

definitive bibliography directed toward the interests and 
needs of teens and young adults. $12/$14 + postage.

CSLA BIBLIOGRAPHY 

founded at Zichron Ya’akov. Letters display Europe’s 
anti-Semitism, one of the causes of the mass migration 
of Jews.

Historical events narrated in the film include the 
Ottoman oppression of Armenians, the 1915 locust 
plague and the work of Aaron Aaronsohn (1876-1919), a 
leading agricultural expert in Palestine. Aaronsohn used 
his position in agriculture to monitor Ottoman military 
movements.

Some interviews are in Hebrew with English subtitles. 
Journalist Patricia Goldstone, author of Aaronsohn’s 
Maps, provides analytical commentary. Background 
music integrates folk elements, such as klezmer. DVD 
quality, an offline reproduction, is good for most of 
the program, but this reviewer’s copy of the DVD did 
not play near the end. The DVD includes color with 
black and white sequences, is in wide screen format 
and contains some still images. This somber video 
will be of interest to historians, agriculturalists, and 
geographers. —Ralph Hartsock

Adrenaline
Word Films, 2015. 93 minutes. $15 DVD. Available in streaming video. www.
wordfilms.com. FIC 791.4372. Automobile racing drivers-Drama. Paraplegics-
Drama. Automobile racing drivers.

Joseph Jenkins has drag racing in his DNA. Perhaps 
the best race car driver in his state, Joseph finds his life 
turned upside down when an accident robs him of his 
ability to walk. Angry, he sulks in his hospital bed and 
takes his anger out on those around him. His hospital 
roommate, Elijah, a Christian, sets a positive example 
of how to live with a challenging health issue. Elijah, 
through his actions, subtly witnesses to Joseph, and 
the two become friends. Eventually, Joseph gains a new 
perspective on life, renews old friendships, and finds a 
solution to his need for speed. 

The faith aspect of this movie is more suggestive than 
overt, but should appeal to all Christians, especially 
racing fans.—Ellen Bosman

The Ninth Day
Ignatius Press, 2015. 95 minutes. $20, 
DVD. www.ignatius.com 791.4372 Dachau 
(Concentration camp). Catholic Church. 
Clergy. Holocaust, Jewish (1939-1945). World 
War (1939-1945). Luxembourg—History—
German occupation, 1940-1944.

Originally released in 2004, 
this German-language film with 
English subtitles centers around 
Father Henri Kremer, a priest 
interned in Dachau. Father 

Kremer lives with other priests on a special block, where 
they are treated slightly better than the other camp 
inhabitants. One day he is mysteriously selected to be 

released. He travels to his native Luxembourg where 
he joins his prominent family. Soon the reason for his 
release becomes clear; he has been selected to confront 
the local bishop and convince the bishop to stop 
resisting the Nazis. Father Kremer is given nine days 
to accomplish this task. He is faced with multiple moral 
dilemmas. Should he win his freedom by convincing the 
bishop to cooperate with the Nazis? Should he try to 
save himself by running away, even though his family 
will be killed, as well as all the priests in the camp? What 
is the right thing to do? Can he maintain his faith in the 
light of Dachau’s degradation and the moral choice that 
has been foist upon him?

Father Kremer is convincingly played, as is the 
Gestapo officer responsible for monitoring the priest’s 
release. The tension between the two is palpable, and 
the audience will find themselves thinking about what 
they would do if faced with such moral quandaries.

Based on the true story of Reverend Father Jean 
Bernard and his book Pfarrerblock 25487 (Priestblock 
25487), this film is recommended for all collections. 
—Ellen Bosman

RELIGIOUS PERSPECTIVES
Struggling in Good Faith: 
LGBTQI Inclusion From 13 
American Religious 
Perspectives

Mychal Copeland and D’vorah Rose, eds. 
Skylight Paths, 2016. 212p. paperback, $20. 
ISBN: 9781594736025. www.skylighpaths.
com 200.86 Gender identity—Religious 
aspects. Sex roles —Religious aspects. 
Sexual minorities—Religious aspects.

Over the last fifty years the 
gay rights movement has made great strides toward 
achieving equality. The speed at which these changes 
have occurred forced religious institutions to openly 
discuss matters of sexuality, gender identity and gender 
roles. Many faiths have struggled to respond to and 
reconcile their beliefs to these rapid changes.

http://www.wordfilms.com
http://www.wordfilms.com
http://www.ignatius.com
http://skylightpaths.com
http://skylightpaths.com
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Non-religious people frequently learn how faith groups 
have dealt with LGBTI challenges through the media. 
Dealing in sound bites and sensationalism, the media 
oversimplifies the positions and complexities of beliefs. 
This book corrects this situation for both non-believers 
and believers by explaining the positions of 13 religious 
groups. The groups run the gamut from mainline and 
evangelical Protestantism, Catholicism, Mormonism, 
Judaism, Buddhism, and Hinduism. Native American 
and Unitarian perspectives are also included. Each 
chapter is arranged as follows: “Laying the Groundwork,” 
“Foundational Narratives,” “Encountering LGBTQI 
Issues,” Tradition and Transformation” and “Looking 
Forward.” This arrangement allows readers to see the 
historical evolution of each faith’s beliefs and positions. 
In doing so the authors wish to “...strengthen the 
movement toward LGBTQI integration...while bringing 
[faiths together] in conversation with each other.” 

This book is a handy, one-volume overview of various 
perspectives on a topic of contemporary importance and 
debate. The book’s glossary and a list of readings at the 
end of each chapter round out this easily readable text. 
Recommended for all libraries.—Ellen Bosman

The Rebirthing of God: Christianity’s  
Struggle for New Beginnings
John Philip Newell. Skylight Paths, 2014. 142p. $15, hardcover. ISBN: 
9781594735424. www.skylighpaths.com 270.83 Christianity. Church and the 
world. Church renewal.

“It is rebirth we are seeking, not just a resuscitation,” 
Newell’s thesis challenges, as he speaks to the struggles 
faced by Christianity in a culture seeking new ways to 
define and relate to God.

Readers familiar with the Iona Community in Scotland 
will feel right at home with pilgrimage as a thread 
through the text. For all readers, content is rich with 
scriptures, poetry and hymn lines, which deserve study 
rather than casual reading.

Each of the eight chapters has “Reconnecting” as the 
first word in its title, and themes addressed are Earth, 
compassion, light, journey, spiritual practice, nonviolence, 
unconsciousness and love. In addition to Newell’s 
experiences and observations, each chapter includes 
stories and thoughts of a modern prophet, such as 
Thomas Merton, Carl Jung, Mary Oliver, Simone Weil and 
George MacLeod, founder of Iona.

An informative yet challenging chapter is 
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“Reconnecting with the Unconscious,” where 
imagination, dreams and Carl Jung’s psychological 
insights are discussed. Also stressed is the importance of 
stories.

Nature, unity and spiritual practices resonate with 
today’s seekers, and Newell’s knowledge of history, 
trends and the broader frame of spirituality make the 
book relevant to a wide audience.

The epilogue provides a chapter-by-chapter summary, 
and the “Notes” section suggests the many resources 
referenced.

Recommended for individuals and groups interested 
in Celtic spirituality, changing views of God and unity 
among persons of different faiths.—Carolyn Egolf

FAITH AND SPIRITUAL LIFE
Brimstone: The Art and Act 
of Holy Nonjudgement 
Hugh Halter. David C Cook, 2015. 186p. 
$16, paperback. ISBN: 9781434706539. 
www.davidccook.com 248.4. Judgment—
Religious aspects—Christianity. 

How does one judge a book 
on judgement? In the case 
of this book, very favorably. 
Hugh Halter’s writing on the 
subject is approachable and 
compassionate. Some authors 

of Christian theology fall into two camps. Their writing 
can be heavily academic and nuanced or they can be too 
simplistic. However, this book is not simplistic nor is it 
heavily academic. Halter writes at a level that most will 
comprehend and find agreeable to read. 

In Brimstone, Halter explains that human errors in 
judgment stem from the fact that our inherent fallen 
nature twists what it means to know the difference 
between good and evil. Halter elaborates on this idea by 
referencing the laws found in the Old Testament. 

At first glance, God and God’s laws are harsh and full 
of wrathful judgment. It is hard for readers of the Bible to 
reconcile the judgmental God in the Old Testament with 
the God of love and mercy in the Gospels. He explains 
that humans corrupted God’s laws by making them 
harsher and more complex than God intentioned. Halter 
writes, “God’s ten laws were turned into thousands 
of laws, and His simple judgements got replaced by 
confusing human judgements that grew harsher and 
harsher.” 

According to the author, humanity needs judgment, 
good judgement with mercy, understanding, compassion 
and love, the kind of judgement Jesus offers. Jesus’ 
incarnation was God’s way of showing humanity how 
to live the way God planned for humanity. Only then 
can one understand that salvation is not contingent 
on judgement but on God’s grace and faith. —Carlos R. 
Fernandez

The Best Is Yet To Be: Moving 
Mountains in Midlife
Bruce Peppin. David C. Cook, 2015. 384p. 
$16, paperback. ISBN: 9780781411042. 
www.davidccook.com 248.4 Middle age—
Religious aspects—Christianity. Midlife 
crisis—Religious aspects—Christianity. 
Christian life.

Midlife crisis. We hear the term 
all the time. It is a time in life 
when children leave the nest, 
parents grow old and need care, 

retirement looms and marriages sometimes become 
stale. Looking back on life may cause regret, dreams may 
be unrealized and questions surface regarding where life 
has gone. 

This book helps readers realize that life, even in later 
years, can be great. The author defines his goal as “to 
finish life in right relationship to my God, spouse, family, 
fellow man, and the work He gave me to do.” He walks 
readers through these struggles and reinforces the 

http://www.davidccook.com
http://www.davidccook.com
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Selecting a New Library 
Cataloging and Circulation 
Computer System. by Bill 
Doole,(2012).  A carefully 
thought-out process for 
choosing the right library 
software program for your 
congregational library. 
$12/$14 + S&H

CSLA GUIDE

Organizing a Library or Resource Center: 
Creating a Policy and Procedure Manual. 
Revised and compiled from three CSLA 
publications, A Policy and Procedure Manual for 
Church and Synagogue Libraries; Standards for 
Church and Synagogue Libraries; and Setting 

Up A Library. This new publication provides a simple 
method of developing a working manual for organizing and 
operating a congregational library. $13/$14+ postage. 

CSLA GUIDE

normality of mid-life. Practical advice on how to face the 
challenges of mid-life is provided. 

At the end of the book are a very helpful questions 
section and a Bible study.—Phyllis Wendorf

Soul-Centered: Spirituality 
for People on the Go
Jim Clarke. Paulist Press, 2015. 139p. $15, 
paperback. ISBN: 9780809149193. Available 
as an e-book. www.paulistpress.com 
248.4’82 Christian life-Catholic authors. 
Spiritual life-Catholic Church. Spirituality-
Catholic Church.

Due to the density of this 
text, ample quotes and valuable 
insights, it is recommended that 
the reader outline or take notes 

as he reads.
Each of the 18 chapters begins with an “S” and 

has a subtitle and a few focused words or phrases. 
Sample chapter titles include “Sacrifice,” “Silence,” 
“Spaciousness,” “Support” and “Sustenance.” The 
practicality of the material is evident in listings within 
the text. Questions, prayer forms, spiritual practices and 
suggestions for further reading enhance the value of this 
book for group or personal study.

The book’s subtitle, “Spirituality for People on the 
Go,” defines the focus of this work. The emphasis is 
on spirituality as a way of living rather than a specific 
religion. Ideas are designed for busy lives and aimed for 
seekers as well as those seasoned in faith but desiring 
more.

The text is freeing in that “one size does not fit all.” 
There is humor, reality and a blend of traditional themes, 
such as holiness, and modern concerns like sustenance 
and community support. The chapter on aridity/darkness 
speaks to doubt, while the chapter on service offers 
practical ways to put faith into action.

Written from a Catholic stance, this book is particularly 
recommend for libraries in Catholic churches and 
schools, although anyone seeking guidance, uplifting, 
and refreshment of spirit would find this an excellent 
resource.—Carolyn Egolf

WORSHIP
Worship With Gladness: 
Understanding Worship  
From the Heart.

Joyce Ann Zimmerman. Eerdmans, 2014. 
174p. $18, paperback. ISBN: 9780802869845. 
Available as an e-book www.eerdmans.com 
248.3 Worship.

“What is worship?” is the 
central question of this 
trans-denominational work, 
with Zimmerman, a Catholic, 

integrating traditions and vocabularies of other 
traditions. This integration is a strength of the book, and 
many scriptures are referenced.

Each of the four chapters opens with a verse from a 
hymn, and chapters are titled “Worship: Withering or 
Greening?” “God’s Word: A Primer on Worship?” “Who 
We Are Before God” and “Being Together Before God.” 
“Reflective Pauses” with open-ended sentences prompt 
readers to pause within chapters, and if one did nothing 
more than study and discuss those pauses, one would 
have a much deeper understanding of worship.

This is not a “how-to” worship, but rather a call to “full, 
conscious, active participation” with worship ultimately a 
way of life. The book requires intentionality, knowledge 
of scripture and a basic vocabulary as pertains to a 
variety of worship customs and styles.

The conclusion consolidates ideas to create a 
definition of worship and presents challenges that come 
with greater awareness of the many facets of worship. A 
subject index, as well as an “Index of Biblical References,” 
underscore the scope of the text.

Highly recommended for pastors and worship 
committees, but the intended audience is anyone who 
desires to worship from the heart.”—Carolyn Egolf

All cover images are used by permission 
of the publishers for this edition  

of Congregational Libraries Today. 

http://www.paulistpress.com
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INTER-FAITH RELATIONS
Seeking Shalom: The Journey 
to Right Relationship 
Between Catholics and Jews

Philip A. Cunningham. Eerdmans, 
2015. 268p. $30, paperback. ISBN: 
9780802872098. Available as an e-book. 
www.eerdmans.com 261.2’6 Judaism-
Relations-Christianity. Christianity and 
Other Religions-Judaism. Judaism-
Relations-Catholic Church. Catholic Church-
Relations-Judaism. 

On October 28, 1965, the 
Second Vatican Council issued an extraordinary 
document: The Declaration of the Church’s Relationship 
with Non-Christian Religions. Known by its opening 
words in Latin, Nostra Aetate (“in our time” or “in 
our age”), the document set the stage for improving 
relationships with other religious groups in general and 
between Roman Catholics and Jews in particular. 

Philip A. Cunningham, a professor of theology at 
St. Joseph’s University, Philadelphia, is a well-known 
scholar in the field of Christian-Jewish relationships. On 
the fiftieth anniversary of Nostra Aetate, Cunningham’s 
informative volume provides an excellent overview of 
the church’s relationship with Judaism from biblical 
times through the present, as well as an explanation of 
the theological aspects of implementing the document.

Cunningham analyzes the Gospels and the words 
of Mark, Matthew, Luke and John in their approach 
to Judaism and Christ’s teachings. He notes that the 
covenant between God and the Jews has not been 
revoked. He enunciates several major aspects of Nostra 
Aetate: the repudiation of deicide charges against 
the Jews, the emphasis of the religious bond between 

Judaism and Christianity, the deploring of anti-
Semitism, the focus on accurate biblical interpretation, 
the importance for Catholics and Jews to engage 
in discussions and inquiry and the affirmation that 
the church was not interested in baptizing Jews. 
Cunningham also probes diverse Jewish perspectives on 
Nostra Aetate. His personal approach is to emphasize 
chavruta, friendship between members of religious 
groups, as a key to understanding and tolerance.

There are notes and an impressive bibliography. 
Highly recommended as a springboard for clergy 
and study groups to promote the value of interfaith 
relations.—Evelyn Pockrass

Note: The book’s cover art, Synagoga and Ecclesia 
in Our Time, is a photograph of the sculpture at St. 
Joseph’s University that was blessed by Pope Francis 
during his visit in September 2015.

VIEWS ON THE BIBLE
The Cities That  
Built the Bible
Robert R. Cargill. HarperOne, 2016. 337p. 
hardcover, $30. ISBN: 9780062366740. 
harperone.hc.com. 220.91 Bible. Cities and 
towns in the Bible. Bible—Antiquities.

Towns and cities such as 
Bethlehem, Babylon and Jerusa-
lem are often settings for biblical 
events, but how did they influ-
ence the writings of the Bible and 
where did the Bible come from? 

This book takes many different perspectives on how the 
places in the Bible had a profound impact on the people 
of the Bible and on the writing of the sacred scriptures. 

Shopping at 

Use CSLA’s website as your portal and a 
percentage of the profit goes to CSLA!

? A percentage 
of the profit 

from any 
orders placed 
with Amazon 

during this 
visit goes to 

CSLA.

It’s as easy as 1, 2, 3
1Go to cslainfo.org. 

2Type your search word or phrase 
into the Amazon search box. 3Click on GO

http://www.eerdmans.com
http://harperone.hc.com/
http://cslainfo.org
cslainfo.org
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It is amazing just how much influence the cities had 
on the written text of the Bible. Join Mr. Cargill on a 
wonderful journey into the cities of the Bible and learn 
how they interacted with the written word of God.

As we go from Phoenicia to Rome, Cargill uses the 
consensus of scholarly opinions and archaeological, 
historical and literary evidence to explain how the 
“Biblia” (Greek word for “many books”) has been 
influenced by the cities and the people. The book also 
describes the trade patterns between cities and how 
goods such as purple dye influenced the culture and 
Bible. 

Cargill explores where famous scholars and 
intellectuals lived and how they influenced society and 
the writings in the Bible. He supports his interpretations 
with scripture and archaeological proof. For instance, 
how did Alexander the Great influence Greek culture? 

One of the challenges Cargill faced was trying to 
interpret the verses of the Bible and determine if they 
were based on fact or fantasy. He researched various 
verses and linked them to what seems to be actual 
events rather than myth or fantasy. 

The influence of Greek philosophers on the Bible and 
the New Testament is mentioned and various quotes 
from famous philosophers are given. The adoption of 
Christianity by Rome is explored in relation to its role in 
the formation of the Christian Bible.—Bob Osser

CREATIONISM
God’s Crime Scene: A  
Cold-case Detective 
Examines the Evidence for a 
Divinely Created Universe

J. Warner Wallace. David C Cook, 2015. 320p. 
paperback, $18. ISBN 9781434707840. www.
davidccook.com 231.7652 Creationism. 
Apologetics. Religion and science. Crime 
scene searches.

As a cold-case detective and 
law enforcement officer, the 

author provides a unique discussion of creation theory/
apologetics. Wallace’s conversational writing style, along 
with many charts and illustrations throughout the text, 
take the reader on a pleasurable adventure through the 
evidence and conclusions regarding divine existence and 
involvement in our universe. Examining the “evidence” in 
order to come to a conclusion that is “beyond reasonable 
doubt” fills over half of this text. In the final chapters, 
the author explains secondary investigations which aim 

to explore and disprove alternate explanations of the 
evidence. 

This book is appropriate for congregational libraries. It 
takes an often dry topic and turns it into understandable 
information. While it does not have discussion questions 
at the end of each chapter, it does have “emerging 
suspect profiles” which, in combination with its 
investigative writing style, would make this text a good 
candidate for group reading and discussion. —Sharon 
Hinton 

GRIEF
Grieving with Your Whole 
Heart: Spiritual Wisdom and 
Practice for Finding Comfort, 
Hope and Healing after Loss

Created by the Editors at Skylight Paths. 
Skylight Paths Publishing, 2015. 253p. 
$19, paperback. ISBN 9781594735998. 
www.skylightpaths.com 155.937 Loss 
(Psychology). Death—Religious aspects. 
Grief.

This book centers on grieving 
and shows readers how to accept grief as a part of 
our everyday lives, and to allow it to teach us how to 
embrace it. It is a collaboration of short missives by over 
60 contributors from various faiths around the world.

Using scripture in various biblical sources, the writings 
show readers how to accept grief and how to be a more 
sensitive person. One profound statement was “What 
formerly was a painful emotion weighing you down 
becomes an aspect of character that helps you live a 
better life.” Hence, grief is a part of life that grows with 
us and guides us towards being a better human being.

On that note, there is so much grief as a loved one dies 
and the book aids readers by saying that lamenting over 
grief does not help. Prayers and poems of mourning, 
lament, despair and hope unlock our grief and aid this 
journey. 

Quite a few of the writers ask readers to explore what 
grief teaches us about life and, as one writer put it, 
“Trust love even if it brings sorrow. Do not close your 
heart.” Grief is to be embraced and accepted as part of 
the human condition. Think of grief as being a thorn on 
a rose. It is there to protect the rose. Without it, the rose 
does not exist.—Bob Osser

http://www.davidccook.com
http://www.davidccook.com
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The Gate of Tears: Sadness 
and the Spiritual Path
Jay Michaelson. Ben Yehuda Press, 2015. 
200p. $17, paperback. ISBN: 9781934730454. 
benyehudapress.com 204.42 Spiritual life. 
Sadness—Religious aspects.

The Gate of Tears straddles 
the border between Judaism, 
Buddhism, and non-
denominational spirituality. 
Michaelson is eclectic, drawing 
from divergent value systems 

and systems of thought. His central message is: Don’t 
run away from sadness. Rather, “The only way out is 
through; it is not possible to deny, avoid, or repress 
one’s way to freedom. The fears, the cracks, the empty 
spaces…through the gateless gate which is never 
shut.” The book is filled with statements like this: 
“To try to explain suffering is to attempt escape. But 
when explanation is no longer sought, the deep joy of 
the contemplative arises. Here we are; this is what is 
happening” and “I can breathe in the mud, and the act of 
surrendering to it brings relaxation and release.” All the 
rest is commentary on Michaelson’s life.

The books is composed of approximately 80 two-
page meditations, essays, or musings in no discernable 
order, though Michaelson has grouped them into three 
sections: Opening, Listening, Merging. Each stands on its 
own. Some are especially meaningful.

Michaelson’s reframing of sadness as a normal and 
unavoidable part of human experience that we do best 
to surrender to will have value for many people.— Amy 
Scheinerman

HEALING
Dancing Mindfulness:  
A Creative Path to Healing 
& Transformation

Jamie Marich. Skylight Paths, 2016. 187p. 
$17, paperback. ISBN: 9781594736018. 
www.skylightpaths.com 616.891655 Dance 
therapy. 

Dr. Jamie Marich is a counselor, 
presenter and writer. She 
focuses on “bringing the art 
and joy of healing to others” 

(http://jamiemarich.com/bio.html). Through this text, 
Dr. Marich shares her love of yoga, art and dance as a 
way to explore mindfulness meditation through body 
movement. She explains that dance has historically been 
a method of communal healing. “Instead of reacting 
compulsively or withdrawing into isolation, [dance] leads 

to enhanced wellness, vitality, and clarity.”
Chapter topics include breath, sound, body, mind, 

spirit, story, fusion and leading by example. Readers 
will especially appreciate the “try this” practices and 
additional resources in each chapter. The author makes 
it easy and appealing to experience dance therapy. 

This book is of interest to both young adult and 
adult readers. It is appropriate for congregational and 
academic libraries, as well as for counseling centers, 
health ministry and other body-mind ministries.— 
Sharon Hinton

MEMOIR
From Generation to Generation; A story  
of Intermarriage and Jewish Continuity
Jane Larkin. CreateSpace, 2014. 265p. $15, paperback. ISBN: 9781495301520. 
Available as an e-book. www.createspace.com BIO or 296.4443 Interfaith 
marriage—United States—Biography. Interfaith families—United States—
Biography. Jews—Identity. 

Part memoir dealing with family relationships and 
part discussion of various aspects of intermarriage, Jane 
Larkin’s story offers an intimate view of personalities and 
socio-religious perspectives of family life in the United 
States. Her book is published by CreateSpace, a self-
publishing company connected to Amazon.com.

Although Jane Larkin, who writes popular-style 
articles on parenting and interfaith issues, attempts to 
be objective in citing various studies and documented 
sources, her work comes across as a very personal 
picture of someone struggling to account for the 
challenges she has faced in life. Jane, who was born 
Jewish, had a brief marriage to a Jewish man and 
then fell in love with Cameron, who grew up as an 
Episcopalian. Extended family dynamics play a role, 
as Cameron’s family seems much more accepting and 
understanding of the couple’s marriage than Jane’s 
family. Jane and Cameron’s inquisitive and perceptive 
son, Sammy, has posed several questions about his 
parent’s separate religious beliefs, and Jane describes an 
episode involving the “December Dilemma” (interfaith 
deliberations concerning family observances for 
Christmas and Hanukkah).

In the course of her story, Larkin lists historical and 
cultural studies as well as religious surveys, notes, 
resources and a glossary. It is as though she just has 
discovered Judaism as she becomes active in her 
synagogue and creates a Jewish environment at home. 
Cameron is supportive of his wife’s activities.

Portions of most chapters were previously published 
for InterfaithFamily, an organization and online resource. 
In addition, Larkin includes a guide for establishing 
interfaith family groups.—Evelyn Pockrass

http://benyehudapress.com/
http://www.skylightpaths.com/
http://jamiemarich.com/bio.html
https://www.createspace.com/
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CHRISTIAN LIFE
Steadfast Love
Lauren Chandler. B & H Publishing Group, 2016. 194p. $18, hardcover. 
ISBN: 9781433683787. www.bhpublishinggroup.com 248.843 Christian life. 
Christian women—Religious life. God—Love.

Immerse yourself in Psalm 107 before reading 
Steadfast Love, and see if your discoveries parallel the 
author’s. 

Worship is the opening theme with gratitude book-
ending the twelve chapters organized into five parts. 
An anchor, referenced frequently, graces the cover, 
and abundant scriptures are interwoven with personal 
experiences in ways that compel one to keep reading.

The history of the Israelites in the desert is recounted 
in part two, with “Chains”, and “Folly” being themes of 
parts three and four. In part five, titled “The Storm,” 
stories of the disciples at sea and Jonah’s experiences 
are compared. Each part focuses on specific verses 
in Psalm 107 and points to God’s use of storms to 
demonstrate his care. 

Chapter 11 is the most poignant, as Chandler shares 
the journey of her husband’s brain tumor, treatment, and 
God’s faithfulness in their storm. Only later do we learn 
of her husband’s outcome.

A summary quote suggests the overarching theme: 
“Praise lets us tell on God—the record of all the ways 
he has been faithful.” The note section following the 
conclusion and epilogue is helpful.

Chandler’s experiences as pastor’s wife, worship leader 
and mother equip her for sharing her faith. Let us hope 
more books by her appear.

Both the attractiveness and content of the book 
prompt its high recommendation for church leaders, 
students of the Psalms, and as a gift.—Carolyn Egolf

CSLA Membership Renewal
Membership Renewal Form for January 1, 2017—December 31, 2017

Your membership renewal and donations help us provide the latest information to assist you in 

your library ministry. Congregational Libraries Today is the best quarterly journal to help YOU as 

a congregational librarian with informative articles, media reviews, information about publishers, 

software, our excellent guides and bibliographies, as well as our annual conference.

Please send CSLA mail to: ____Home ____Congregation____Resource Center

Name  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________

Address _________________________________________________________________________________________________

City __________________________________________________  State ____________  Zip+4 _______________________

Congregation/Resource Ctr. _________________________________________________________________________

Address  ________________________________________________________________________________________________

City __________________________________________________  State ____________  Zip+4 _______________________

Phone  _______________________________________________    ____________________________________________
 Home Congregational/Resource Ctr 

Fax ______________________________________________________________________________________________________

E-mail ___________________________________________________________________________________________________

Students: Name of School ____________________________________________________________________________Graduation Date __________________

Credit Card #  ______________________________________________________________CSV# _______________________Expiration date  _______________

CIRCLE ONE
Individual - $50
Individual Canadian - $55usd
*Congregational/Resource Ctr - $70
*Canadian/Int’l/Resource Ctr - $75usd
Student - $20
*Affiliate - $100
FRIENDS OF CSLA $ ___________________
Total Enclosed $ _______________________
$15 charge for returned checks

Mail to: 
CSLA
10157 SW Barbur Blvd #102C
Portland OR 97219-5957

Duplicate form to include up to 
three individuals as part of a single 
Congregational/Resource Center or 
Affiliate membership. These three 
individuals include the primary contact 
person for the library or institution.

The Church and Synagogue Library 
Association is a 501(c)3 organization. 
Contributions are tax deductible to the 
full extent of the law.

 We accept Visa / MasterCard  3 digit # on back of card

http://www.bhpublishinggroup.com
https://www.facebook.com/cslainfo
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Administrator’s report: Successful conference leads to 50th anniversary in 2017

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT

Successful 2016 conference leads 
to 50th anniversary in 2017
BY JUDY JANZEN, Administrator

We had a wonderful conference 
in Kent, Ohio, in July. The 
workshops, speakers, and tours 
were great. We were small in 
numbers but huge in learning, 
networking and visiting with old 
and new friends.

We are now busy planning our 
50th Anniversary Conference at 
the DoubleTree in Rochester, New 
York, July 16-18, 2017. Be sure to 
put these dates on your calendar. 
You will not want to miss our 
celebration of 50 years serving 
librarians of all faiths. Many 
surprises are being planned.

Our Fund Raising Chair, 
Carol Campbell, is asking 
us to participate in a special 
donation—$50 for 50 Years. This 
would be above your regular 
Friends of CSLA donation, 

which also is greatly needed and 
appreciated. $50 for 50 Years will 
help us cover the cost of CSLA’s 
very special celebration. 

Would you like to help with the 
planning of this conference? Please 
call 1-800-542-2752 and we would 
be happy to have you join the 
planning committee.

It is again the time of the year 
when membership renewal letters 
and forms are going out. We rely 
on renewed and new memberships 
to support CSLA financially during 
the year. Please consider sending 
in your renewal as soon as you 
are able. It can be done online 
through PayPal, by mailing a check 
or credit card information, or by 
calling the office and giving your 
credit card information over the 
phone.  

Judy assists Bev Etzelmueller (left) at the conference. 

CHILDREN’S
Not for All the 
Hamantaschen 
in Town
Laura Aron Milhander. 
Illustrated by Inna 
Chernyak. Kar-Ben 
Publishing, 2016. 
32p. $18, hardcover. 
ISBN: 9781467759281. 
Available as an ebook. 
www.karben.com E 
Swine—Juvenile fiction. 
Wolves—Juvenile 
fiction. Purim—Juvenile 

fiction. Conduct of Life—Juvenile fiction. [Pigs—Fiction.] 
`Pigs—Fiction’ is a LC children’s catalog subject 
heading.

In this takeoff on The Three Little Pigs, 
the pigs have Hebrew names and there 
is a moral to the story: if you want some-
thing, you do not need to be a bully. Just 
ask nicely for it. 

A wolf wants to eat hamantaschen, 
the popular Purim pastries. The pigs 
wear crowns and the wolf decides he can 
disguise himself to obtain the haman-
taschen at the Purim carnival. He tries to 
intimidate the pigs by huffing and puffing 
his way toward capturing the crowns. All 
does end well; the wolf learns a lesson, 
and the pig who took the time to make a 
sturdy crown is the only pig whose crown 
survives. An abbreviated glossary and 
note about Purim, as well as a recipe for 
hamantaschen, are featured on the final 
page.

The illustrations are bright, bouncy and 
appealing for young children. One won-
ders, though, if the author and editors 
ever researched certain terminology in the 
text. There are several references to “a ha-
mantaschen.” However, the word “haman-
taschen” is plural; the singular is “haman-
tasch.”* Therefore, one is “a hamantasch”; 
more than one is “the hamantaschen” 
or just “hamantaschen.” In a lighter vein, 
we cannot expect a wolf or pigs to speak 
grammatically, but for the sake of accura-
cy and for educational purposes, this issue 
should be clarified. —Evelyn Pockrass

*See: Alexander Harkavy. Yiddish-English-
Hebrew Dictionary. A Reprint of the 1928 
Expanded Second Edition. Schocken Books 
and the YIVO Institute for Jewish Research, 
1988, p. 194.

Helping Those Who Hurt
S. Meghan Harper. An annotated bibli-
ography of print, non-print, and online 
resources divided into elementary and 
teenage groups. Designed for those 
working with children in congregation-
al and pastoral care settings. Carefully 
selected for the potential of facilitat-
ing discussion between and among 
children and adults. $12/$14 +postage. 

http://www.karben.com
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List of 2015 contributors

Officers
Marcia Trauernicht President
Maria Isabel Garcia First Vice 

President
 Ralph Hartsock Second  

Vice President
Evelyn Pockrass Interim 

Treasurer
Cheryl Cutchin Past President

Committee Chairs
Dottie Lewis Archives 

Coordinator
Joy Cryer Awards

Marcia Trauernicht Chapters 
Coordinator

Marcia Trauernicht Continuing 
Education

Cheryl Cutchin Interim Finance 
Chair

Carol Campbell Fund Raising
Susan Sponaas Publications

Debbie Scott Technology

CSLA Staff
Judy Janzen Administrator

Tom Fountain Financial Assistant
Sue Poss Publications Editor
Ellen Bosman Media Review 

Editor

cslainfo.org
10157 SW Barbur Blvd, #102C

Portland OR 97219

Telephone 503-244-6919 
800-LIB-CSLA

Fax: 503-977-3734
Email: csla@worldaccessnet.com

2015 CONTRIBUTIONS
Anderson, Jim–Washington DC
Ash, Roberta–Indianapolis IN
Avers, Joyce–Pickerington OH
Baker, Jeri (2)–Dallas TX
Barth, Alice–Pittsburgh PA
Bennett, Celestine–Oakland CA 
Berrian, Janice –Philadelphia PA
Bosse, Barbara–Houston TX
Brandt, Marilyn–Cary NC
Buening, Cynthia–Wheaton IL
Burke, Margaret–McMurry PA
Campbell, Alice–North Manchester 

IN
Campbell, Carol (2)–Sunnyvale CA
Cook, Marjorie –Arlington VA
Crocker, Judith (2)–Los Alamos 

NM 
Crowell, Kathryn (2)–Matawan NJ
Cryer, Joy–Richmond TX
Cutchin, Cheryl (2)–Jefferson GA
Deitrick, Bernard–Warminster PA
Delaware Valley Chapter of CSLA
Demeter, Marilyn–Willoughby OH
Diem, Dorothy–Parkesburg PA
Domans, Dawn (12)–Basking Ridge 

NJ
Doole, William & Margaret–Vienna 

VA
Eddy, Celia–Topeka KS
Edmiston, Phyllis-Statesville NC
Egolf, Carolyn (2)–Ft Wayne IN
Eix, Phyllis–Allen TX
Garcia, Maria Isabel–Richardson TX
Hobson, Janet–Pine Knoll Shores NC
Indiana Chapter of CSLA
Ivey, Cathy–Macon GA
Janzen, Judy & Gerald (2)–Portland 

OR
Kauffman, Naomi–Perkasie PA
Kauffman, Duane–Perkasie PA
Kohn, Janet–Columbus OH
Los Angeles Area Chapter of CSLA
Landis, Nancy (3)–Union MO
Lange, Nancy–Ambler PA
Lantz, Audrey Anne–Pottsville PA
Maguire, Beatrice–Bedford NY
Manning, Beverley (2)–Newington 

CT
MacDonald, Beverly–Columbus OH
Meisinger, Carol–Wexford PA
Meredith, Kathryn (2)–Indianapolis 

IN
Morris, Janet–Dallas TX
Mowery, Kay–Clio MI
North Texas Chapter of CSLA
Oswald, Dianne–San Jose CA
Pockrass, Evelyn (3)–Indianapolis IN
Rice, Forrest–Warrenville IL
Ridgway, Ruth (2)–Winona Lake IN
Sargent, Dorothy Rodda–Vienna VA 
Science Hill Community Church–

Alliance OH
Scott, Debbie–Sugar Land TX
Seeland, MaryAnn–Barnegat NJ
Shaffer, Carolyn–York PA
Shufeldt, Pat–Greenville SC
Smith, Cheryl–Upper Chichster PA
Snyder, Sue–Broadview Hts OH
Sponaas, Susan–Greenville SC
Stowers, Marianne & Larry (2)–

Springfield IL
Strombom, Glenda (2)–Mountain 

View CA
Swarthout, Arthur (2)–Asheville NC
Trauernicht, Marcia (2)–Rochester 

NY
Turney, Austin & Ruth–Lawrence KS
VanNaersson, Diane–Denton TX

IN HONOR OF

Dick and Betty Burghduff 
Maria Isabel Garcia
Joan Kelly

IN MEMORY OF

Elaine Amromin
David Campbell (3)
Robert Grimm for the CSLA Pioneer 

Endowment Fund
Ellen Herring
Naomi Kauffman (7)
Naomi Kauffman (1) for the CSLA 

Endowment Fund

MONTHLY PLEDGE

Dawn Domans, Pioneer Fund

http://cslainfo.org
mailto:csla%40worldaccessnet.com?subject=
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