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CSLA Welcomed Warmly
in Springfield!

	 	 	 	 	 Despite	 blistering	 heat	 and	 a	 devastating	 drought	 (everyone	 asked	 that	
we	pray	 for	 rain!)	 Springfield	welcomed	 the	 Church	 and	 Synagogue	 Library	
Association	with	open	arms.	We	were	treated	as	special	guests	everywhere	
we	went,	including	the	Abraham	Lincoln	Home,	the	many	churches	and	their	
libraries,	and	the	fabulous	Lincoln	Museum.	The	museum	is	one	of	the	most	
frequented	 presidential	 sites	 in	 the	 United	 States.	 We	 were	 allowed	 early	
admission	for	a	special	tour	before	the	large	crowds.	Our	local	guides	did	all	
possible	to	make	us	welcome	and	show	us	everything	that	could	be	fitted	into	
four	days.	CSLA	has	never	felt	more	at	home.
	 In	 this	 issue	 you	will	 read	 all	 about	 the	workshops	 and	 tours—and	 see	

pictures—but	the	highlights	of	the	annual	conference	were	two	of	our	guests,	Martin E. Marty	and	Barbara 
Brown Taylor.
	 Martin	E.	Marty	is	an	American	Lutheran	religious	scholar	who	has	written	extensively	
on	American	religion.	He	received	a	PhD	from	the	University	of	Chicago	in	1956,	was	a	
Lutheran	pastor	from	1952	to	1962,	and	from	1963	to	1998	he	taught	at	the	University	
of	Chicago	Divinity	 School.	 In	1998,	 the	 Institute	 for	 the	Advanced	Study	of	Religion	
was	renamed	the	Martin	Marty	Center	to	honor	him	as	founding	director	and	for	his	
singular	distinction	as	historian,	author,	and	commentator	on	religion	and	public	life.	He	
received	the	National	Book	Award	for	Righteous Empire: The Protestant Experience in 
America.	At	the	CSLA	conference,	Marty	addressed	the	congregational	library	as	a	site	of	
“hospitality,”	which	he	called	a	favorite	theme	of	his;	he	asked,	“Where	does	one	feel	at	
home	so	much	as	at	a	well-run	library?”	His	insights	into	how	to	make	our	libraries	into	
hospitality	centers	inspired	us.
	 Barbara	Brown	Taylor	is	the	author	of	a	dozen	books,	including	the	2012	Rodda	Award	
winner	An Altar in the World.	A	graduate	of	Emory	University	and	Yale	Divinity	School,	

The 45th Annual CSLA C0nference in Springfield, Illinois, brought 
together congregational librarians from all over the country.

The National Park Service maintains 
the Abraham Lincoln Home.

Dr. Martin E. Marty 
signs books for CSLA 

attendees.
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From The President’s Desk...

Dear	Friends	of	the	Church	and	Synagogue	Library	Association,
		At	the	June	board	meeting	of	the	Indiana	Chapter,	our	wonderful	programming	vice	
president,	Roberta	Ash,	set	the	tone	with	a	poem	by	Mother	Teresa,	entitled	Life.	For	
Mother	Teresa,	life	was	what	you	made	of	it.	Life	contained	such	gems	as

Life	is	a	dream,	realize	it.
Life	is	a	challenge,	meet	it.
Life	is	sorrow,	overcome	it.
Life	is	a	song,	sing	it.
Life	is	a	struggle,	accept	it.
Life	is	life,	fight	for	it.

		Certainly	life	for	CSLA	and	many	organizations	during	these	past	few	years	has	not	been	easy.	Yet	we	persevere,	
and	in	these	times	of	transition	we	are	cognizant	of	needing	to	continue	to	build	on	our	strengths.
		On	a	local	level	those	of	us	in	Indiana	have	found	strength	in	the	marvelous	workshops	and	meetings	we	have	
scheduled	in	recent	years.	When	the	meetings	are	over	we	think	of	how	much	CSLA	means	to	congregational	
librarians.	Our	eyes	and	ears	are	open	to	new	ideas	and	new	opportunities.	We	could	look	at	them	as	difficulties	
and	obstacles	but	we	do	not.	We	 look	to	move	forward	and,	although	the	path	may	be	rocky	and	not	 in	a	
straight	 line,	 it	 is	a	path	nonetheless	and	 it	does	 lead	 to	CSLA’s	goals:	 	providing	educational	guidance	and	
support	in	the	establishment	and	management	of	library	services	in	religious	congregations.
		Whether	or	not	you	are	a	member	of	a	chapter	(our	association	has	recently	started	a	virtual	chapter),	CSLA	has	
so	much	to	offer.	Witness	our	recent	annual	conference;	outstanding	and	updated	guides;	a	quarterly	journal;	
mentoring	and	continuing	education	services;	the	camaraderie	of	sharing	thoughts	and	knowledge	with	others;	
and	the	joy	of	being	able	to	help	librarians	by	expanding	membership	policies	for	students,	congregations,	and	
affiliates.	There	is	the	excitement	and	enthusiasm	of	our	members	and	the	love	of	books	and	learning	
that	we	all	share.	Like	life	 itself,	our	 libraries	are	the	caretakers	of	precious	books,	histories,	prayers,	
and	faith.	Formats	may	be	different	than	they	were	years	ago,	but	the	services	we	provide	remain	vital.	
Congregational	libraries	are	assets	to	churches	and	synagogues	even	though	there	may	be	some	who	
do	not	understand	their	purpose.	Libraries	provide	unparalleled	resources	for	congregants,	clergy,	and	
the	community.	They	bring	people	together	in	a	positive	manner.	There	is	a	sense	of	wonder	and	awe	
when	young	children	turn	the	pages	of	picture	books	or	teenagers	find	something	they	really	want	to	read	or	
adults	are	surprised	to	see	a	book	or	other	item	they	cannot	locate	elsewhere.
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	 	 	As	 I	 think	about	 this	past	year	with	 the	many	 joys	
as	 well	 as	 the	 up	 and	 down	 trajectories	 we	 have	
experienced,	 I	know	that	although	nothing	has	come	
easily,	we	are	all	the	more	appreciative	of	the	gifts	God	
has	afforded	us	to	be	able	to	be	of	service	to	so	many	
outstanding	librarians	in	congregations	of	all	sizes	and	
diverse	faiths	and	circumstances	throughout	the	land.	
We	have	a	membership	that	 loves	CSLA	and,	 in	turn,	
we	all	are	here	to	help	in	every	possible	way.
	 	 	The	2011-2012	administrative	year	has	drawn	to	a	
close	and	 I	want	to	thank	you	for	the	opportunity	 to	
have	served	as	your	president.	I	also	want	to	express	
my	 thanks	 and	 appreciation	 to	 all	 CSLA	 members	
who	have	been	 so	 supportive	of	our	 association	 this	
past	 year.	 Many	 have	 served	 on	 committees	 and/
or	 participated	 on	 either	 or	 both	 local	 and	 national	
levels.	In	particular,	I	would	like	to	commend	the	hard-
working	 board	 during	 this	 period:	 Dick	 Burghduff	
(treasurer),	 Cheryl	 Cutchin	 (chapters	 coordinator),	
Alrene	 Hall	 (continuing	 education	 chair),	 Mary	 Lou	
Henneman	 (awards	 chair),	 Dottie	 Lewis	 (publications	

chair	 and	 archives	 coordinator),	 David	 Reid	 (second	
vice	 president,	 Membership),	 Pat	 Shufeldt	 (finance	
chair),	 Marjorie	 Smink	 (immediate	 past	 president/
personnel	chair/nominations	and	election	chair),	and	
Marianne	Stowers	(2012	conference	chair).	In	addition,	
David	and	Marjorie	were	fundraising	co-chairs.	Martha	
Huntley	was	our	gracious	Rodda	Book	Award	chair	(not	
a	board	position).
		Kudos	are	extended	to	our	devoted	and	conscientious	
staff:	 Judy	 Janzen	 (administrator),	 Tom	 Fountain	
(financial	 assistant),	 Monica	 Tenney	 (media	 review	
editor)	and	Jeri	Zulli	(publications	editor).
	 	 	 Now	we	 look	 forward	 to	 2012-2013.	 Please	 keep	
CSLA	in	mind	with	your	great	ideas,	refreshed	energy,	
and	a	willingness	 to	volunteer	 in	some	capacity.	 	We	
need	your	input!
			And	also	keep	in	mind	some	additional	words	of	
wisdom	from	Mother	Teresa:

Life	is	an	adventure,	dare	it.
Blessings.
			 	 —Evelyn Pockrass

Call for Nominations
2013 Rodda Award

It is time to submit your nominations for best YOUNG ADULT literature!

WHAT:   Award nominations of books for Teens/YA with original copyright dates of 2010, 2011 or 2012.

WHO:  YOU!  Any CSLA member may nominate up to 3 titles.

WHEN:  NOW or as soon as possible.  All nominations MUST BE IN by November 30, 2012 to be
   considered for the award.

CRITERIA: Strong spiritual value
   Excellence in writing
   Appropriate for the congregational library
   May be fiction, non-fiction or poetry

WHERE:   Send to:
   The Rodda Award Committee
   c/o Judy Janzen, CSLA Administrator
   10157 SW Barbur Blvd. #102C
   Portland, Oregon 97219
   OR email:
   csla@worldacessnet.com (subject line: Rodda Award)

QUESTIONS: Email: Phyllis Wendorf, 2013 Rodda Award Committe chair
    plw.rodda@gmail.com

Please include the following information with
your nominations:

Book title
Author
Copyright date
Reason for nominating this book
 (in a few sentences)
Your name
Your address (street, city, state, zip code)
Your email address
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she	 has	 received	 eight	 honorary	
doctor	 of	 divinity	 degrees	 and	 is	
professor	 of	 religion	 at	 Piedmont	
College;	 additionally,	 she	 teaches	
spirituality	at	Columbia	Theological	
Seminary.	 	 The	 CSLA	 attendees	
privileged	 to	 hear	 her	 speak	
came	 away	 with	 a	 sense	 of	 the	
importance	 of	 small	 communities	
(like	 congregational	 libraries!)	 and	
the	good	work	they	can	do.

Martha Huntley, right, chair of 
the Rodda Award Committee, 

presents the 2012 Rodda Award 
to Barbara Brown Taylor

Index of 
Publications 
on the Web

Searching for just the right CSLA 
guide that might be helpful to you in 
your library ministry?  Check www.cs-
lainfo.org for a NEWLY REVISED 
index using topics common to librar-
ians.  Topics range from accessioning, 
circulation, memorials, and posters to 
weeding.

If  you don’t have access to the 
internet, try your public library for 
internet access, or call Judy Janzen at 
1-800-LIB-CSLA.

presented	the	workshop	Disposing 
of Unneeded Donations and Older 
Library Materials.	His	first	question	
to	participants	in	the	workshop	was	
the	following:	Do	you	run	an	archi-
val	 library	 or	 a	 circulating	 library?	
Archival	 libraries	 save	 everything;	
there	are	no	materials	to	be	weed-
ed	out.	Circulating	libraries	are	con-
tinually	 updating	 and	 eliminating	
media.
	 His	first	admonition	to	the	par-
ticipants	was	never	accept	materials	
with	 strings	 attached;	never	prom-
ise	to	keep	the	material	forever.
	 When	attempting	to	sell	materi-
als	to	a	bookseller,	do	not	bother	to	
make	a	list	of	items.	Librarians	look	
at	books	differently	 from	booksell-
ers.	Making	a	list	is	too	much	work	
when	 the	 bookseller	 will	 not	 take	
your	word	for	descriptions	of	book	
condition	or	bibliographic	informa-
tion.	Most	 librarians	 have	 no	 con-
cept	of	what	constitutes	value	to	a	
particular	 bookseller:	 value	 equals	
rarity	times	demand.	Age	does	not	
add	value	unless	the	book	was	pub-
lished	 in	 the	 sixteenth	 or	 seven-
teenth	 centuries.	 Booksellers	 are	
not	 interested	 in	 book	 club	 selec-
tions	 or	 Reader’s	 Digest,	 National	
Geographic,	 or	 Time-Life	 publica-
tions.	 Library	markings	 on	 a	 with-
drawn	book	lower	the	book’s	value	
by	25-75%.
	 Some	 libraries	have	decided	to	
sell	books	on	Abe	Books,	Amazon,	
or	other	databases	when	the	books	
have	 no	 cash	 value.	 However,	 re-
strictions	such	as	Amazon’s	limit	on	
the	 amount	 the	 seller	 can	 charge	
for	postage	may	 limit	profits.	Oth-
er	 costs	 that	must	 be	 covered	 are	
monthly	 listing	 fees	 and	 commis-
sions	that	must	be	paid	to	the	sell-
ing	database.

Workshops at the Conference
	 	 	We asked several CSLA members 
to share their experiences from the 
workshops they attended. Here are 
their impressions.

			What	a	special	treat!		I	was	privi-
leged	to	be	the	only	student	in	the	
Pre-conference School for Begin-
ning Librarians	taught	by	two	highly	
experienced	and	exceptional	librar-
ians,	Alrene	Hall	and	Jane	Hope.
			I	have	been	a	church	librarian	for	
a	 little	more	 than	 a	 year	 and	 had	
no	previous	experience	other	than	
visiting	many	 libraries	 and	 reading	
voraciously.	The	 library	 for	which	 I	
am	 now	 responsible	 is	 more	 than	
50	years	old	with	more	 than	5700	
items	 in	our	 “card”	 catalogue.	The	
previous	 librarian	 had	 begun	 to	
save	 toward	 an	 electronic	 cata-
logue	 and	 had	 pointed	 out	 to	me	
many	things	that	needed	improve-
ment.	So	needless	to	say,	I	had	lots	
of	inexperience—and	LOTS	of	ques-
tions!	Alrene	and	Jane	answered	all	
of	my	 questions	 (including	many	 I	
did	 not	 yet	 know	 to	 ask)	 and	pro-
vided	many	amazing	resources	and	
suggestions	 to	 help	 us	 move	 for-
ward.	And	later,	as	we	toured	oth-
er	 church	 libraries,	 my	 education	
continued	 as	my	 teachers	 pointed	
out	various	examples	of	things	dis-
cussed	earlier.
	 	 	 I	believe	I	can	now	put	together	
a	long-range	plan	for	our	library	to	
ensure	we	are	able	to	fully	support	
our	congregational	ministries,	and	I	
thank	Jane	and	Alrene	for	their	pa-
tience	and	hard	work.		—Liz Evans

	 Dr.	John	R.	Paul,	founder	and	co-
owner	of	Prairie	Archives	Antiquar-
ian	Bookstore	in	Springfield,	Illinois,	
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	 Book	sales	are	another	option	
for	 disposing	 of	 unneeded	 ma-
terials.	 They	 can	 be	 ongoing,	 us-
ing	a	designated	space	in	or	near	
the	 library.	 Periodic	 sales	 can	 be	
more	 difficult	 to	 handle.	 Books	
must	be	stored	and	arranged	be-
fore	 the	sale.	The	books	must	be	
stored	 in	 a	 heated,	 dry	 space	 or	
mold	 can	 occur.	 Insects	 such	 as	
silverfish	 and	 cockroaches	 often	
accompany	 donated	 books	 that	
have	 not	 been	 stored	 properly.	
Public	library	friends	groups	often	
host	 book	 sales	 lasting	 from	 one	
to	three	days.	Even	after	extensive	
paid	advertising,	often	80%	of	the	
books	will	remain	unsold.	The	usu-
al	pricing	for	books	sales	 is	$2.00	
for	hardbacks,	$1.00	for	trade	pa-
perbacks,	and	50	cents	for	regular	
paperbacks.	 Outlets	 such	 as	 the	
Salvation	 Army	 charge	 $1.00	 or	
less	per	book.
			There	are	times	when	books	have	
to	be	discarded.	When	demand	is	
long	 past	 for	 a	 popular	 book	 or	
the	condition	of	a	book	would	re-
quire	 too	much	 labor	 to	repair,	 it	
is	time	to	discard	with	a	clear	con-
science.	Recycling	usually	requires	
removing	 the	 cover	with	 a	 sharp	
utility	 knife.	Do	not	 recycle	with-
out	finding	out	what	your	recycler	
requires.	Ask	your	local	bookseller	
if	you	can	use	his	or	her	dumpster.

—Carol Penka

 Using the United Methodist 
Women’s Reading List as a Bib-
liographic Tool	was�presented	by	
Mary	Z.	Walker	and	Elaine	Knight.	
As	a	participant	and	facilitator	for	
a	couple	of	reading	groups,	 I	was	
interested	in	learning	more	about	

the	 United	 Methodist	 Women’s	
reading	list.	Mary	and	Elaine	did	a	
great	job	explaining	how	the	books	
listed	 are	 chosen;	 they	 have	 five	
categories—Education	 for	 Mis-
sion,	 Leadership	 Development,	
Nurturing	 for	 Community,	 Social	
Action,	and	Spiritual	Growth—for	
three	 age	 groups:	 	 adults,	 youth,	
and	children.
	 Among	some	of	the	recent	ti-
tles	on	the	list	are	the	2011	Rodda	
Book	Award	winner	Faith	by	Maya	
Ajmera,	Magda	Nakassis,	and	Cyn-
thia	Pon	and	four	titles	that	went	
on	to	be	bestsellers:	The Immortal 
Life of Henrietta Lacks	by	Rebecca	
Skloot; A Thousand Splendid Suns	
by	 Khaled	 Hosseini; They Poured 
Fire on Us from the Sky,	 by	 Ben-
son	Deng,	Alephonsion	Deng,	and	
Benhamin	Ajak; and	I Am Nujood, 
Age 10 and Divorced	 by	 Nujood	
Ali.	 	 A	 beautiful	 picture	 book	 for	
children—and	 all	 ages,	 really—is	
included;	 it	 is	 illustrated	 by	 Tim	
Ladwig,	who	spoke	at	a	CSLA	con-
ference	I	attended,	and	written	by	
Carole	B.	Weatherford:	The Beati-
tudes from Slavery to Civil Rights.	
Powerful!	I	became	a	great	fan	of	
Ladwig’s	 artwork	 and	 highly	 rec-
ommend	this	book.

	 Mary	 and	 Elaine	 especially	
recommended:	Forgotten Girls	by	
Kay	 Marshall	 Strom	 and	 Michele	
Rickett;	 It’s Easier to Reach Heav-
en than the End of the Street	 by	
Emma	 Williams;	 and	 Concerning 
Prayer	 by	 Mary	 Kathryn	 Pearce,	
which	also	has	a	study	guide.
	 The	 Presbyterians	 also	 have	
recommended	 books	 for	 women	
which	 appear	 in	 their	 magazine,	
Horizons.	Probably	other	denomi-
nations	 have	 similar	 sources	 of	
good	ideas	for	books	for	congrega-
tional	libraries,	discussion	groups,	
or	your	own	rich	reading.

 —Martha Huntley

	 Church	librarians	are	frequently	
asked	 to	 be	 the	 church	 archivist	
as	well.	 The	 group	 that	 gathered	
for	Dr.	Curtis	Howard’s	workshop, 
Planning A Congregational Ar-
chives Center,	are	working	 in	the	
field,	 interested—and	 had	 plenty	
of	questions.
	 When	 you	 are	 starting	 an	
archive,	 it	 is	 important	 to	have	 the	
congregation’s	 leadership	 on	 your	
side	and	to	make	the	congregation	
aware	 of	 what	 you	 are	 doing.	

The workshop 
Conservation 
of Older, 
Historic Library 
Materials was 
presented by 
Bonnie Parr, the 
conservator at 
the Abraham 
Lincoln 
Presidential 
Library in 
Springfield.

...Workshops....Workshops....Workshops...
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They	 might	 become	 interested	 in	
making	 a	 donation.	 You	 should	
have	 the	 CSLA	 guide,	 Planning a 
Congregational Archives Center.		
		 The	 emphasis	 of	 this	
presentation	 was	 on	 planning	 and	
organizing	 a	 church	 archive	 center	
before	 you	 set	 up	 your	 archives.	
You	 should	 have	 a	 desk	 book	
with	 a	 mission	 statement	 and	
policy	 and	procedures	manual.	 	 You	
and	 your	 committee	 should	 	 create	
a	 mission	 statement	 which	 defines	
archives,	 describes	 what	 you	 are	
going	 to	 collect,	 makes	 clear	 what	
you	 are	 not	 going	 to	 collect,	 and	
provides	 samples	 of	 the	 documents	
needed.	 Other	 preparations	 are	
needed.	 Visiting	 other	 archives	 can	
help.	A	crucial	point:		identify	sources	
of	 income	 for	 the	 archive.	 Archives	
need	 appropriate	 space,	 dark	 and	
dry	 with	 temperature	 controls.			
		 The	Deed	of	Gift	is	a	vital	document	
which	 will	 protect	 your	 archive.	 It	
makes	 clear	 the	 terms	 under	which	
the	archive	will	accept	a	gift,	defines	
the	 ownership	 of	 the	 item,	 and	
provides	 for	 intellectual	 property	
rights.	The	archive	never	puts	a	value	
on	gifts—that	 is	between	 the	donor	
and	the	IRS.
	 The	 next	 step	 is	 accessioning.		
Maintain	a	 list	of	every	 item	 in	 the	
archives	 in	 order	 of	 receipt;	 this	
gives	 the	 items	 official	 acceptance	
and	 tells	 you	 how	many	 items	 you	
have.
	 The	 workshop	 group	 was	 par-
ticularly	 interested	 in	 the	 legal	 as-
pects	 of	 working	 with	 an	 archive.	
The	 question	 of	 dealing	 with	 pri-
vate	items	that	cannot	be	displayed	
raised	curiosity,	too.	This	workshop	
held	everyone’s	interest	while	pro-
viding	important	information

—Beverley Manning

	 Building	 on	 the	 question,	 “What	
are	 archives?”	Dr.	 Curtis	Howard	 di-
rected	 a	 vigorous	 and	 wide-ranging	
discussion	 on	 document	 collection	
and	record	retention.	Dr.	Howard	re-
minded	 her	 audience	 that	 archives	
may	 refer	 to	 a	 building	 or	 storage	
area,	a	group	of	non-current	records,	
or	a	program	or	process	for	collecting,	
organizing,	 and	 displaying	 both	 offi-
cial	and	unofficial	church	documents	
and	other	items.
	 She	 emphasized	 the	 need	 for	 ar-
chivists	 to	 work	 closely	 with	 church	
staff	and	volunteer	committee	chairs	
to	develop	a	clear	formula	for	storing	
and	 organizing	 documents.	 She	 also	
urged	 churches	 to	 have	 an	 interim	
storage	site	for	donated	materials	so	
that	 new	 documents	 can	 be	 exam-
ined,	organized,	and	cataloged	before	
they	are	placed	in	the	actual	archive.	
She	 closed	 her	 presentation	 by	 re-
minding	 the	 audience	 that	 archived	
materials	 should	 be	 cataloged	 like	 a	
book	collection	for	ease	of	use.

—Forrest Rice

	 Susan	Snyder,	a	regular	contributor	
to	 Congregational Libraries Today,	
began	her	excellent	presentation	on	
Dewey Decimal Classification	 with	
a	 strong	 recommendation	 that	 a	

church	or	synagogue	 library	adopt	a	
classification	 scheme,	whether	 it	 be	
the	DDC	or	 the	 Library	of	 Congress;	
for	 small	 synagogue	 libraries,	 she	
recommended	 looking	at	 the	Weine	
or	 Elazar	 classification	 schemes	
(referenced	 in	 her	 CSLA	 guide,	
Cataloging and Classification).	 As	
collections	tend	to	grow,	it	is	no	longer	
a	 wise	 decision	 to	 go	 with	 some	
homemade	remedy,	such	as	grouping	
books	in	broad	subject	schemes.
	 The	 advantages	 of	 the	 DDC	
are:	 	 familiarity	 to	 the	 public	 using	
public	 or	 school	 library	 collections;	
availability	 in	 both	 unabridged	 and	
abridged	 editions;	 and	 aids	 readily	
available	 from	 CLSA,	 such	 as	 the	
suggested	 Dewey	 numbers	 in	 the	
CSLA	 guide	 Subject Headings in the 
Library Catalog.	
	 Susan	 then	 reviewed	 the	 major	
changes	 between	 the	 twenty-first	
unabridged	 (thirteenth	 abridged),	
the	 twenty-second	 unabridged	
(fourteenth	 abridged),	 and	 the	
twenty-third	 unabridged	 (fifteenth	
abridged)	 editions,	 which	 include:		
comparative	religion	has	been	moved	
from	the	early	290s	to	the	early	200s	
in	 the	 two	 most	 recent	 editions,	
reducing	the	emphasis	on	Christianity	
and	making	the	200s	more	like	other	
subjects	 in	 proceeding	 from	 general	
to	 specific;	 changes	 to	 numbers	 on	
social	 and	 other	 aspects	 of	 religion;	
and	expansion	of	sections	on	Judaism	
and	 other	 world	 religions.	 There	
were	 minimal	 changes	 in	 the	 Bible	
categories	(220-229)	and	the	numbers	
for	 Protestant	 denominations.	
Making	 the	 decision	 to	 switch	 to	 a	
newer	 edition	 depends	 (in	 part)	 on	
whether	 one	 wishes	 to	 retain	 an	
emphasis	 on	 Christianity	 and	 avoid	
the	expense	of		a	newer	edition	or	to	
expand	world	 religions	 numbers.	 To	

...Workshops....Workshops....Workshops...
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avoid	the	expense	of	a	newer	edition	
of	DDC	(about	$400),	try	your	public	
library	or	nearby	university	for	a	hand-
me-down	edition.
	 All	workshop	attendees	agreed	
that	 it	 is	 important	to	remain	con-
sistent	 in	 applying	 DDC	 classifica-
tion.		 	 	 —Fred Hicks

	 The	 OPALS / Media Flex / 
Library automation	 workshop	 was	
presented	by	Harry	Chan	of	Media	
Flex.	 	 For	 those	 unfamiliar,	 Media	
Flex	 is	 a	 library	 supply	 company	
and	OPALS	is	the	library	automation	
software	 that	Media	 Flex	 provides.	
Harry	 discussed	 recently	 installed	
updates	 to	 the	 OPALS	 system	 and	
reviewed	 numerous	 forthcoming	
enhancements.	 A	 new	 cataloging	
editor	makes	MARC	records	far	less	
intimidating	 to	 users	 not	 trained	
as	 catalogers,	 and	 online	 links	 to	
Library	of	Congress	subject	headings	
are	 now	 available.	 The	 enhanced	
Pathfinder	 feature	 allows	 creation	
of	 bibliographies	 that	 include	 not	
only	titles	 in	 the	 library’s	collection	
(with	cover	images)	but	also	internet	
sources	 and	 descriptions	 and	 links	
to	 locally	 created	 PDF	 documents,	
which	can	be	listed	and	stored	online	
by	the	library.			
		Coming	in	September	2012	will	be	
the	 capability	 to	 manage	 eBooks,	
including	 the	 Digital	 Rights	 Man-
agement	(DRM)	methods	that	ven-
dors	require;	streaming	videos;	and	
catalog	records	with	links	for	down-
loading	 these	 materials	 by	 autho-
rized	 library	 users.	 OPALS	 libraries	
will	 also	be	 able	 to	 add	 their	 own	
cover	images	to	a	shared	database	
of	 titles	 for	 which	 Google	 Books	
does	 not	 provide	 images	 in	 their	

library’s	 catalog.	
Library	users	who	
check	the	catalog	
using	their	smart-
phones	or	tablets	
will	 benefit	 from	
new	mobile	apps	
and	from	the	QR	
(scannable)	 codes	 being	 added	 to	
OPALS	catalogs.

—Pat Shufeldt

	 Connie	 Altomare	 is	 uniquely	
qualified	to	speak	about	Health Ma-
terials in the Church Library,	 as	 she	
is	 a	 nurse,	 a	 trained	 librarian,	 and	
a	 church	 librarian!	 She	 provided	 a	
wealth	of	information,	including	sev-
eral	 sample	 publications	 and	 a	 list	
with	Web	 addresses.	 I	 have	 already	
taken	advantage	of	this	link:	www.nia.
nih.gov/health/publication	 to	 order	
several	free	publications	on	Alzheim-
er’s	disease.	They	even	have	posters	
and	bookmarks—perfect	for	libraries.
	 In	 addition	 to	 the	 strictly	 medi-
cal	 resources,	 she	 introduced	 us	 to	
authors	who	focus	on	the	spiritual	as-
pects	 of	 healthcare.	 Church	 libraries	
should	address	 the	body,	mind,	 and	
spirit.	 Connie	 helped	 us	 expand	 our	
focus	to	do	just	that.—Debbie Scott

	 Whenever	Jane	Hope	and	Alrene	
Hall	 present	 a	 workshop	 at	 our	
CSLA	 conferences,	 attendees	 know	
it	 will	 be	 exciting	 and	 filled	 with	
useful	 information.	 This	 year	 was	
no	 exception	 as	 they	 represented	
Concourse Book Systems Library 
Automated Software	 to	 explain	 the	
system	to	those	wanting	to	automate	
their	 libraries	 and	 to	 answer	

questions	of	current	users.		 Some	
of	 the	 topics	 discussed	 were:	 what	
computer	system	do	you	need	for	the	
Book	Systems	software;	which	of	the	
four	levels	works	best	in	libraries	with	
small,	medium,	or	 large	numbers	of	
holdings;	and	how	do	you	change	from	
your	present	system	of	automation	to	
Book	 Systems.	 They	 answered	 each	
question	clearly	and,	of	course,	with	
a	practical	demonstration.
	 As	a	user	of	 the	system,	 I	 found	
the	workshop	very	helpful	in	learning	
how	 to	 find	 the	 value	 of	my	 library	
holdings	 for	 insurance	 purposes.	
A	 few	 of	 those	 just	 exploring	 the	
many	 types	 of	 software	 available	
appreciated	 the	 clear	 instructions	
on	how	 to	 install	 and	get	 started	as	
well	as	the	free	demo	disc	to	explore	
the	 product	 in	 their	 congregational	
library.				—Mary Lou Henneman

	 	 	 The	 2012	 conference	 included	 a	
CSLA	“first”:	a	workshop—Resources 
for Congregational Librarians and Li-
braries—presented	 remotely	via	 the	
internet.	When	Ellen	Bosman	realized	
she	could	not	be	physically	present	in	
Springfield	 for	 the	 workshop	 based	
on	 her	 new	 CSLA	 guide	 Resources 
Manual for Congregational Librar-
ies, she	used	online	web	 conferenc-
ing	software	to	set	up	a	Gotomeeting	
session	 at	 www.gotomeeting.com	
and	 conducted	 the	 workshop	 from	
her	home	in	New	Mexico.	
	 Host	 Pat	 Shufeldt	 used	 an	 as-
signed	code	to	connect	her	PC	to	El-
len’s	 online	 meeting.	 Set	 up	 at	 the	
receiving	end	was	quite	easy.	Attend-
ees	could	see	Ellen’s	PowerPoint	pre-
sentation	projected	on	a	large	screen,	
hear	 her	 voice	 through	 speakers	 at-
tached	to	the	PC,	and	ask	questions.		

QR code sample

...Workshops....Workshops....Workshops...
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	 Although	lacking	the	opportunities	
for	 private	 conversations	 with	 the	
presenter,	this	approach	to	workshop	
presentations	 is	 one	 that	 chapters	
and	 conference	 planners	 may	
wish	 to	 consider	 for	 future	 events.	
It	 can	 be	 particularly	 valuable	 in	
offering	sessions	by	technically	savvy	
presenters	who	are	unable	 to	 travel	
to	an	event	due	to	busy	schedules	or	
distant	locations.					—Pat Shufeldt

	 It	was	a	special	time	for	me	to	be	
in	 the	 first	 “teleconference”	 work-
shop	 at	 the	 CSLA	 conference.	 The	
author,	 Ellen	 Bosman,	 was	 unable	
to	attend	in	person,	but	Pat	Shufeldt	
was	 able	 to	 provide	 the	 modern	
computer	abilities	so	Ellen	was	with	
us	in	the	classroom	and	was	speak-
ing	to	each	of	us	from	the	big	screen.	
She	 gave	us	 an	 insight	on	 the	 con-
tents	of	the	book	which	gives	us	the	
latest	 information	 about	 resources	
and	information	which	will	be	valu-
able	 to	 new	 congregational	 librar-
ians	as	well	as	those	who	have	been	
leading	their	libraries	for	some	time.		
No	matter	how	long	we	have	been	in	
this	place	of	leadership,	it	is	always	a	
treat		to	learn	new	ways	to	provide	
new	materials	to	our	patrons.
	 I	 have	 not	 been	 able	 to	 review	
the	new	guide;	I	intend	to	purchase	
it	for	our	use	in	the	library	as		soon	
as	possible.	 	 —Alrene Hall	

	 Monica	Tenney,	the	media	review	
editor	 for	 Congregational Libraries 
Today,	 led	 the	 workshop	 Consider 
the Sources: A Guide to Publishers 
of Religious Materials,	 and	 shared	
her	 knowledge	 of	 publishers	 in	 a	
way	that	was	easy	to	follow.	Monica	
had	 some	 wonderful	 handouts.	
One	 was	 a	 spreadsheet	 listing	 the	
different	 publishers	 along	with	 their	
subdivisions	 and	 denomination	
affiliates	 (if	 any)	 as	 well	 as	 their	
websites,	 some	 of	 the	 authors	 they	
publish,	 and	 a	 few	 sample	 titles.	
Because	this	handout	was	so	long	she	
also	gave	us	an	index.
	 Another	 handout	 showed	 the	
publishers	broken	down	into	sections	
such	 as	 “General”	 and	 “Affiliated	
with	 or	 focused	 on	 particular	 faith/
denomination,”	among	others.
	 Monica	 also	 had	 books	 she	
displayed	and	talked	about	from	many	
of	the	publishers,	some	of	which	were	
then	going	to	the	silent	auction.
	 I	found	this	workshop	to	be	very	
interesting	and	helpful.

—Phyllis Wendorf

	 Roberta	 Ash	 led	 the	 workshop	
Vision or Mission Statement: 
What’s the difference and why 
is it important?	 Starting	 with	 the	
admonition	from	scripture,	“Where	
there	is	no	vision,	the	people	perish,”	
Ash	led	workshop	participants	on	a	
journey	 from	 libraries	 that	 wander	
with	 no	 plan	 or	 purpose	 to	 those	
with	 clear	 direction	 and	 positive	
plans.	 Ash	 issued	 a	 challenge	 to	
describe	 what	 your	 library	 does—
filtered	 through	 the	 view	 of	 your	

congregation’s	 core	 values—and	
how	you	do	it,	to	clearly	demonstrate	
the	value	of	your	library	ministry.
	 Participants	were	also	encouraged	
to	 develop	 a	 vision	 statement	 to	
serve	 as	 a	 framework	 for	 planning	
what	they	are	trying	to	build.		Library	
patrons	 benefit	 from	 having	 a	 clear	
picture	of	what	the	 library	does	and	
why	it	makes	sense.			It	is	necessary	for	
congregation	members	to	understand	
the	significant	part	the	library	plays	in	
the	total	congregation	ministry—why	
the	library	exists	and	what	change	has	
been	achieved	because	it	exists.
	 Workshop	 participants	 certainly	
left	 with	 a	 mandate	 to	 articulate	
their	 mission	 and	 a	 clear	 view	 of	
how	 to	 develop	 a	 vision	 for	 their	
libraries.	 	 —Jane Hope

...Workshops....Workshops....Workshops

Sincere thanks to all CSLA attendees 
who took the time to write about 
their experiences:

Liz�Evans,	First	Christian,	Indepen-
dence,	Missouri	 ³  Alrene�Hall,	
Champion	Forest	Baptist,	Tomball,	
Texas	³  Mary�Lou�Henneman,	
Boardman	UMC,	Boardman,	Ohio	 
³ Fred�Hicks,	Our	Savior’s	Lutheran,	
Springfield,	Illinois	 ³ Jane�Hope,		
Champion	Forest	Baptist,	Tomball,		
Texas	³  Martha�Huntley,	Hope	
Presbyterian,	Clearwater,	Florida	 ³  
Beverley�Manning,	Grace	Epis-
copal,	Newington,	Connecticut	³  
Carol�Penka,	First	Presbyterian,	
Champaign,	Illinois	 ³  Forrest�Rice,	
Community	UMC,	Warrenville,	Il-
linois	 ³  Debbie�Scott,	St.	Martin’s	
Lutheran,	Sugar	Land,		Texas	 ³  
Pat�Shufeldt,	Westminster	Presby-
terian,	Greenville,	South	Carolina	
³  Phyllis�Wendorf,	Mentor	UMC,	
Concord,	Ohio
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	 Saturday	 afternoon	 of	 the	
conference	 was	 spent	 touring	
four	 libraries.	 This	 is	 always	
an	 enjoyable	 and	 informative	
experience	because	we	get	to	hear	
about	 the	 experiences	 of	 other	
librarians	 and	 learn	 about	 great	
ideas	 that	 we	 can	 implement	 in	
our	own	libraries.
	

The	 Atonement	 Lutheran	 Church	
library	 was	 started	 by	 Norma	
McFarlan	 in	 1994	 and	 features	
an	 inviting	 “oasis	 reading	 area”	
with	 wicker	 furniture	 and	 palm	
trees.	 Services	 are	 provided	
for	 children,	 teens,	 and	 adults.	
Collections	 include	 religious	 and	
secular	materials	as	well	as	Sunday	
school	 teaching	 aids,	 indexed	
by	 traditional	 card	 catalog	 and	
arranged	using	the	Dewey	Decimal	
Classification	system.
	 The	 next	 tour	 was	 at	 Our	
Savior’s	 Lutheran	 Church	 library,	

which	 opened	 in	 2009	 and	 is	
conveniently	 located	 near	 the	
sanctuary.	 The	 collection	 includes	
approximately	one	thousand	titles	
arranged	according	 to	Dewey	and	
shares	 a	 bibliographic	 catalog	
(using	 Follett	 Destiny	 software)	
with	 the	 church’s	 school	 library.	
The	church	operates	a	day	 school	
housing	 a	 library	 that	 services	
children	 while	 the	 church	 library	
services	 adults.	 Librarian	 Fred	
Hicks	 has	 created	 	 an	 inviting	
atmosphere.	We	were	also	able	to	
see	the	school	library.
	 The	 third	 tour	 was	 of	 the	
Northside	 Children’s	 Community	
Library	which	opened	in	2011	in	the	
basement	 of	 Third	 Presbyterian	
Church.	 	 This	 library	 serves	 the	
neighborhood	 children	 because	
the	 nearest	 public	 library	 branch	
closed.	 Over	 15,000	 donated	
volumes	have	been	received	from	
church	 members	 and	 community	
agencies.	 The	 Presbytery	 of	
Great	 Falls	 provided	 a	 grant	 to	
purchase	four	computers	and	two	
iPads.	 Librarian	 Rachel	 Kocis	 has	
approximately	 ten	 volunteers	 to	
help	with	circulation,	tutoring,	arts	
and	crafts,	and	games.	

	 The	 final	 tour	 was	 of	 First	
Christian	 Church	 library.	 The	
church	was	 founded	 in	 1833.	 The	
library	has	grown	from	closet-sized	
in	 1970	 to	 a	modern,	 12,000-title	
collection	 on	 the	 church’s	 lower	
level,	 next	 to	 the	 	 fellowship	
hall.	 Audiovisual	 formats	 and	
patron	 computers	 are	 readily	
accessible.	 Dedicated	 librarian	
Marianne	 Stowers	 uses	 Dewey	
for	arrangement	and	maintains	an	
automated	 bibliographic	 catalog.	
This	library	serves	children,	teens,	
and	 adults	 of	 the	 church.	 The	
library	is	known	as	the	Mary	Moyer	

Library	and	was	the	recipient	of	the	
CSLA	 Outstanding	 Congregational	
Library	Award	in	2003.
	 Thanks	 a	 million	 to	 Marianne	
and	 her	 “right-hand-man”	 Larry	
Stowers	for	the	delicious,	nutritious	
supper,	 followed	by	musical	enter-
tainment	to	close	off	the	evening.
	 We	are	very	appreciative	to	all	the	
librarians	who	hosted	our	tours.
—Ellen Amey, St. Paul’s UMC, Fort 
Washington, Maryland

Library Tours at the Annual Conference
Four Libraries in Springfield host CSLA attendees

Fred Hicks, our guide for the 
tour, and library volunteer 
Danny Kerwin lead CSLA 

attendees into the Northside 
Children’s Community Library.

CSLA attendees Dawn Domans and 
Elizabeth Evans take a moment to 
explore the Northside Children’s 

Community Library.
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	 The	 tours	 of	 the	 Abraham	
Lincoln	 historical	 venues	 were	 a	
highlight	 of	 the	 conference.	 At	
the	 Abraham	 Lincoln	 Presidential	
Museum	 we	 expected	 to	 explore	
the	 public	 life	 of	 our	 great	
sixteenth	 president;	 what	 we	 did	
not	 expect	 was	 the	 emotional	
impact	 of	 the	 personal	 side	 of	
Lincoln’s	 life.	 Touring	 the	 exhibits	
we	experienced	Lincoln	as	a	young	
man	 and	 a	 loving	 husband	 and	

father;	we	witnessed	his	personal	
losses	and	his	tragic	death.	We	felt	
on	a	personal	level	the	devastation	
experienced	 during	 our	 country’s	
darkest	hours	during	the	Civil	War.	
All	 was	 brought	 to	 life	 with	 two	
theater	 presentations:	 one	 with	
holograms	and	the	other	with	the	
sights,	 sounds,	 and	 smells	 of	 the	
battles.
	 On	the	Presidential	Library	tour	
we	 were	 treated	 to	 behind-the-
scene	 visits	 to	 the	 conservator’s	
lab,	 the	closed	stacks	housing	the	
varied	materials	 preserved	 in	 the	
library.	It	was	especially	interesting	
to	 be	 in	 the	 secure	 inner	 room	
where	 the	 original	 Lincoln	 papers	

and	memorabilia	are	stored	behind	
a	steel	door.	That	room	is	protected	
from	fire	by	an	oxygen	elimination	
system	 that	 automatically	 shuts	
down	 a	 fire—and	 it	 also	 deprives	
oxygen	 to	 any	 person	 who	 does	
not	exit	immediately.
	 Our	 Lincoln	 experience	 was	
further	 enriched	 by	 a	 visit	 to	 the	
Lincoln	home.	In	that	warm	home	
was	 reflected	 the	 family	 life	 of	
Lincoln,	 his	 wife	 Mary,	 and	 their	
three	boys.	The	family	lived	in	the	
home	 for	 seventeen	 years;	 the	
National	 Parks	 guide	 commented	
that	 those	 years	 were	 probably	
the	happiest	of	the	Lincoln	family.	
After	 leaving	 for	 Washington	 and	
the	 presidency,	 Abraham	 Lincoln	
never	 returned	 to	 Springfield	
except	 in	 death,	 after	 his	 tragic	
assassination.
	 Our	 tours	 concluded	 with	
an	 evening	 visit	 to	 the	 Lincoln	
Tomb.	 	 A	 ceremony	 of	 retreat,	
flag-lowering,	 and	 a	 gun	 salute	
brought	 our	 Lincoln	 experience	
to	 a	 reverent	 close	 in	 Springfield,	
Illinois.
 —Betty and Dick Burghduff, 

Clear Lake UMC, Houston, Texas

	 	 	One	of	 the	most	memorable	
experiences	of	the	conference	was	
the	excursion	to	Abraham	Lincoln’s	
tomb.	 When	 we	 arrived	 at	 Oak	
Ridge	 Cemetery	we	 joined	 others	
who	 had	 already	 gathered	 to	
watch	the	Retreat	 (Flag-Lowering)	
Ceremony.	 A	 drummer	 and	 a	
trumpeter	 in	 blue	 uniforms	 from	
the	 American	 Civil	 War	 appeared	
near	 the	 entrance	 to	 Lincoln’s	
Tomb	 and	 began	 to	 play	 music	
from	 that	 era	 as	 the	 reactivated	
Civil	 War	 Regiment	 marched	 into	
the	 area	 in	 front	 of	 the	 tomb.	
At	 the	 command	 of	 their	 officer,	
the	 regiment	 turned	 to	 face	 the	
tomb,	loaded	their	muzzle-loading	
rifles,	 and	fired	a	 salute.	 Then,	 to	
the	 accompaniment	 of	 a	 bugle	
call,	 they	 lowered	and	 folded	first	
the	 Illinois	 and	 then	 the	 United	
States	 flag.	 It	 was	 an	 impressive	
ceremony.

—Susan Snyder, Brecksville 
UCChrist, Broadview Heights, Ohio

Abraham Lincoln Fun Fact:  Did you know 
that our sixteenth president used his 
famous stovepipe hat to store important 
papers and documents? The hat is now in 
the Smithsonian Institution.

CSLA Attendees TourAbraham 
Lincoln Historical Sites

CSLA attendees begin their tour of 
Abraham Lincoln’s home

A Civil War regiment wearing the blue 
uniforms of the federal troops marches 

to Abraham Lincoln’s tomb

CSLA attendees watch the Retreat 
Ceremony at Abraham Lincoln’s Tomb
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	 It	was	an	exciting	night	at	the	awards	banquet	in	Springfield,	Illinois,	as	members	of	CSLA	were	honored.	
The	winners	had	been	nominated	by	their	peers	for	their	excellence	in	promoting	their	congregational	libraries,	
reviewed	by	the	awards	committee,	and	voted	on	by	the	CSLA	board.

Outstanding Congregational Library Award:
The National Presbyterian Church in Washington, DC

	 This	award	 is	given	 for	excellence	 to	 the	William	Smith	Culbertson	
Memorial	Library,	the	Satellite	Library,	and	the	Ervin	N.	Chapman	Memorial	
Archives.	As	Margaret	LeFever	stated	in	her	 letter	of	nomination,	“Not	
only	is	the	library	treasured	by	its	congregation,	it	is	a	model	for	other	
congregational	libraries.”	Bill	Doole	accepted	the	award	on	behalf	of	the	
National	Presbyterian	Church.

Outstanding Congregational Librarian Award:
Paula Altschul, Temple Emanuel of South Hills, Pittsburgh, PA

Nominator	Carol	Meisinger	tells	us,	“I	
am	sure	that	everyone	who	comes	to	Temple	Emanuel	knows	Paula	and	has	
been	cheerfully	invited	into	her	library.	She	runs	many	different	kinds	of	library	
programs	for	all	ages.”

Outstanding Contribution to Congregational Libraries:
Maryann Dotts Barth, Florida

Maryann	 is	 “a	 true	 ambassador	 for	
the	 organization.	 She	 has	 served	 CSLA	
tirelessly	 for	 over	 thirty-five	 years	 in	
leadership	and	support	roles	on	both	the	
national	and	local	levels,”	stated	Marjorie	
Smink.	 She	 has	 also	 served	 as	 chapter	
president,	chapters	coordinator,	regional	
advisor,	 mentor,	 and	 an	 inspiration	 for	
those	forming	new	chapters.	

2012 CSLA Awards 
Winners Honored

Bill Doole accepts the award for 
Outstanding Congregational Library

Mary Lou Henneman, left, 
presents the award for 

Outstanding Congregational 
Librarian to Paula Altschul

Mary Lou Henneman presents the 
award for Outstanding Contribution to 

Congregational Libraries to Maryann 
Dotts Barth

Do you know a deserving library or librarian that you would 
like to nominate for a CSLA Award?  We would love to hear 

from you!  For information on nomination procedures, please 
visit the CSLA website (www.cslainfo.org) and click on AWARDS.
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Sights and Sounds from the CSLA Conference

“A library invites you to 
an engagement, an event.”

—Martin Marty

Develop a heart 
for the library.

There are some 
questions that 

can’t be answered 
by Google.

“You are 
keepers of 
sacred places.”

—Barbara 
Brown Taylor

Thank you to Larry Stowers 
and Pat Shufeldt for all the 

conference pictures, and thank 
you to Monica Tenney for 

providing the “sounds” of the 
conference.

Get 
them 

hooked!

Watch for chances to intervene.
Children’s 

books 
aren’t 

just for 
children.

“As long as books are open, 
minds can never be closed.”
(Heard at the Lincoln Presidential 

Library & Museum)

That’s the best thing 
I’ve ever seen!

“Another great CSLA 
national conference! And aren’t 

we all grateful to Marianne 
Stowers, her husband, and the 
team who pulled it together?”

—Martha Huntley

Author Maureen Lang signs books
Children’s book author Judy 

Bloom Fradin

Susan Full and Phyllis Wendorf at the talk 
given by Martin E. Marty

Don and Linda Schneider read from Mark 
Twain’s Diaries of Adam and Eve

The Grateful Bread performs

Preserving 
and 

passing on 
our stories 

is and 
always will 
be vital if 
we are to 
know that 

greater 
story—
God’s 

story—as 
our own.

At these 
conferences 

I get to 
recharge my 

batteries.
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Tech Talk

SOCIAL MEDIA

			Social	media	is	a	buzz	term	that	is	often	heard	these	days.	What	are	social	media?	They	are	internet	tools	
that	foster	online	information	sharing	and	facilitate	interaction	between	individuals	and/or	groups.	The	basic	
tools	of	social	media	are	blogs,	content	communities,	forums,	microblogs,	podcasts,	social	networks,	and	
wikis.

Blogs	are	online	journals	that	allow	for	reader	comments.	Generally	the	most	
recent	entries	appear	first,	at	the	top.	Blogs	provide	commentary	on	a	subject	
or	function	as	an	online	diary.	Often	a	blog	combines	text,	images,	and	links	to	
other	blogs	and	websites	in	an	interactive	format.

Content communities	are	groups	which	organize	and	share	specific	kinds	of	
content.	Examples	include	Flickr,	where	users	share	photos,	and	YouTube,	
where	users	share	videos.

Forums	or	message	boards	are	online	discussion	sites	where	people	hold	conversations	by	posting	messages.	
They	may	be	tree-like	in	structure	with	multiple	topics	called	sub-forums.	A	single	conversation	(with	several	
comments)	is	called	a	discussion	“thread.”	Depending	on	the	forum,	users	may	be	anonymous	or	identified.	
Sometimes	registration	is	required	to	comment.

Microblogs	are	blogs	that	let	users	post	short	text	updates	(usually	less	than	140	characters)	and	publish	
them,	either	to	be	viewed	by	anyone	or	by	a	restricted	group.	Posts	are	called	microposts.	Images	and	
links	can	also	be	shared.	The	most	popular	microblog	host	at	the	
moment	is	Twitter.

Podcasts	are	audio	and	video	files	that	are	available	(often	by	
subscription)	through	services	such	as	Apple ITunes.	It	is	often	
possible	to	watch	live	feeds	of	sports	or	music	events	through	a	
podcast.

Social networks	are	online	communities	of	people	(often	with	a	
common	interest)	who	use	a	website	to	share	information.	The	social	network	Facebook	was	started	as	a	
venue	strictly	for	Harvard	students,	then	expanded	to	allow	all	college	students;	today	anyone	can	join.

Wikis	are	websites	that	allow	users	to	change	the	content.	They	are	usually	created	collaboratively.	
Wikipedia	is	the	most	commonly	used	online	encyclopedia.

As	a	congregational	librarian	have	you	integrated	the	use	of	social	media	into	your	library’s	mission?		If	so,	
please	share	your	experience	by	sending	a	message	to	Marjorie	Smink	(sminkm@comcast.net).	Watch	for	
more	information	on	social	media	in	future	issues	of	Congregational Libraries Today.	

—Marjorie Smink, Newton UMC, Newton, Pennsylvania
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What’s	New	in	the	CSLA	World?

CSLA Virtual Chapter
Don’t	have	a	chapter	near	you?

Need	somone	to	talk	to?
Have	a	great	idea	for	congregational	libraries?

Need	a	problem	solved?		
Just	want	to	vent?

Need	to	brainstorm?

No	boundaries!								Meet	anytime!
Get	online	with	coordinator	Dawn	Domans:

butterfliesr2free@verizon.net
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			Most	congregational	libraries	have	a	few	books	dealing	
with	 pure	 science.	 Congregational	 libraries	 located	
in	 areas	 where	 public	 library	 collections	 are	 limited	
may	have	more.	However,	 since	 the	quantity	of	pure	
science	books	in	most	congregational	libraries	is	small,	
the	Dewey	classification	numbers	in	pure	science	need	
not	 be	 extended	 as	 far	 as	 they	would	be	 in	 a	 public	
library.	 These	 numbers	 have	 changed	 little	 between	
the	 thirteenth	 abridged	
edition	(based	on	the	twenty-
first	 unabridged	 edition),	 the	
fourteenth	 abridged	 edition	
(based	on	 the	 twenty-second	
unabridged	 edition),	 and	 the	
new	fifteenth	abridged	edition	
(based	 on	 the	 twenty-third	
unabridged	edition).
			500	is	the	general	number	for	
pure	 science.	 508	 stands	 for	
natural	 history,	 including	 comprehensive	 description	
of	phenomena	in	nature.	510	stands	for	mathematics.
			520	is	the	general	number	for	astronomy.	523.1	is	the	
number	for	the	universe,	galaxies,	and	quasars.	This	 is	
where	 cosmology	 is	 classed.	 525	 stands	 for	 the	 earth	
in	astronomy.	When	 seasons	are	 considered	 from	 the	
point	of	view	of	the	earth	in	astronomy,	they	are	classed	
here.	When	considered	from	a	multidisciplinary	point	of	
view,	they	are	classed	in	508.2.	You	may	decide	to	class	
all	of	your	books	on	seasons	together.	If	so,	choose	one	
of	these	numbers	and	make	a	record	of	your	decision.
			530	stands	for	physics.	540	stands	for	chemistry.	550	
stands	for	earth	sciences.

	 	 560	 stands	 for	 paleontology,	 and	 570	 stands	 for	
biology.	580	stands	specifically	for	the	plant	kingdom.	
590	 stands	 for	 the	 animal	 kingdom.	 	 599.9	 stands	
for	 physical	 anthropology.	 599.93	 stands	 for	 human	
genetics	 and	 evolution.	 599.97	 stands	 for	 human	
ethnic	groups	(physical	ethnology).
	 	 	Books	on	the	relationship	of	science	to	religion	are	
classed	in	the	200s.	Specifically,	when	considered	from	

the	 viewpoint	 of	 philosophy	
of	 religion,	 they	 are	 classed	
in	 215.	 The	 relationship	 of	
religion	 to	 scientific	 theories	
of	 creation	 is	 classed	 in	 213.	
The	relationship	of	Christianity	
to	 science	may	 be	 classed	 in	
261.55.	 The	 relationship	 of	
Judaism	 to	 science	 may	 be	
classed	 in	 296.375,	 and	 the	
relationship	of	Islam	to	science	

may	be	classed	in	297.265.	If	the	relationship	of	several	
religions	to	science	is	being	dealt	with,	you	may	class	
the	book	in	291.175	if	you	are	using	the		twenty-first	
unabridged	edition.	 	You	may	class	the	same	book	 in	
201.65	if	you	are	using	the	twenty-second	or	twenty-
third	unabridged	edition.
			I	hope	that	you	find	this	information	helpful.	These	
opinions	are	strictly	my	own,	and	not	necessarily	those	
of	my	employer.

—Susan Snyder, ssnyder@cuyahogalibrary.org

The author is a cataloger at the Cuyahoga County 
Public Library in Parma, Ohio.

Doing Dewey
DOING	DEWEY:		DEWEY	CLASSIFICATION	NUMBERS	FOR	MATERIALS	DEALING	WITH	PURE	SCIENCE

Do you know these websites?  Learn more about Dewey!

http://www.monroe.lib.in.us/childrens/ddchow.html

http://www.library.illinois.edu/ugl/about/dewey.html

http://frank.mtsu.edu/~vvesper/dewey2.htm#Dewey
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Feeling the Spirit
The Gift of Rest: Rediscovering the Beauty
of the Sabbath
Joe	Lieberman	with	David	Klinghoffer.&	Howard	Books	(an	imprint	of	Simon	
&	Schuster)	in	conjunction	with	OU	Press,	2011.  230p.	$22.00,	hardcover.	
1	ISBN:	978-1-4516-0617-1.8	www.ou.org/oupress	5	296.4'1  Lieberman,	
Joseph.  Sabbath.  Rest—Religious	aspects—Judaism. Work—Religious	
aspects—Judaism.

In The Gift of Rest, Senator Joe Lieberman, who has always 
been public about his religious faith, offers a personal account 
of his Shabbat observance. Writing for Jews and non-Jews alike, 
he guides readers along from Shabbat preparation, through 
the various gatherings and services of the day, and into the 
new week that awaits. This is a humble and appealing book, 
neither preachy nor moralizing.  

Lieberman shares a variety of anecdotes from his family and 
from his political life to illuminate his story. They give his book 
the feel of a memoir as well as a guide for spiritual living. He 
cites the teachings of various rabbis and scholars, leading the 
reader to a deeper appreciation of our place in the universe. He 
often draws on Rabbi Joseph Soloveitchik’s understanding of 
the inner spirituality associated with the observance of Shab-
bat.  

Lieberman conveys the deeply meaningful impact Shabbat 
exerts on his life. He closes each chapter with a brief list of 
simple beginnings for readers who choose to construct a spiri-
tual practice according to their own beliefs. This sincere and 
readable book reminds us of how powerful religious tradition 
can be in shaping one’s character. —Rabbi Louis A. Rieser

Awaken Your Senses: Exercises for 
Exploring the Wonder of God
J.	Brent	Bill	and	Beth	A.	Booram.	&	InterVarsity,	
2012.	208p.	$15.00,	paperback.	1	ISBN:	978-0-
8308-3560-7.	8	www.ivpress.com	5	248  Spiritual	
life—Christianity.  Senses	and	sensation—Reli-
gious	aspect—Christianity.
J. Brent Bill and Beth A. Booram tell 

readers that the purpose of Awaken Your 
Senses is “to help more of you experience 
more of God.” In five sections, each with 

six entries, they accomplish this well. They invite readers to 
taste, see, touch, hear, and smell. Each section begins with an 
illustration and a reflection. Bill and Booram alternate entries, 

each beginning with scripture and moving into personal expe-
riences, applications, and a spiritual exercise.
Throughout the text, they reference scriptures that illustrate 

their themes, and they interweave quotes, history, and scientific 
information to enhance the text.

Persons who enjoy being in tune with nature, those who learn 
best by intentional awareness of surroundings and people, and 
those looking for God in the usual rhythms of life as well as 
in times of difficulty or celebration will enjoy this book. Many 
readers will find Awaken Your Senses a call to keener observa-
tion, finding truth in the authors’ conclusion: “Our senses are 
extraordinary conduits through which we experience daily 
doses of God’s wonder.”

Recommended for church and synagogue libraries. 
    —Carolyn Egolf

The Seder Night: An Exalted Evening:
The Passover Haggadah
Menachem	D.	Genack,	ed.	&	OU	Press,	2009.	207p.	$25.00,	hardcover.	1	
ISBN:	978-1-60280-118-9.8	www.ou.org/oupress	5	296.4'5371  Haggadot—
Texts.  Seder—Liturgy—Texts.  Judaism—Liturgy—Texts.  Haggadah.

Of the making of haggadot, the prayer book for the Passover 
seder, there is no end.  Every year it seems dozens of new 
volumes appear, each with a unique commentary. Among the 
many a few shine forth, and this one, featuring the commentary 
of Rabbi Joseph Soloveitchik, is worthy of attention.  
This is a compilation, with citations collected from Soloveit-

chik’s writings that apply to the haggadah. Rabbi Menachem 
Genack, a longtime disciple of Soloveitchik, has done an admi-
rable job of selecting and mixing the various comments.
The reader encounters a variety of themes throughout the 

book. Some focus on the underlying Talmudic discussion of the 
text; others share the practices of Soloveitchik’s father’s table 
and that of his grandfather. I was most taken by the philosophi-
cal and spiritual comments that emphasize community, inclu-
sion, and involvement.  
The commentary allows one to pick and choose, considering 

which themes will enhance one’s seder in a given year. It might 
also serve as a text, revealing the multiple layers of mean-
ing embedded within the pages of the traditional haggadah. 
However you choose to use it, this volume will deepen one’s 
appreciation of Passover, the haggadah, and the thinking of 
this seminal Orthodox rabbi.  —Rabbi Louis A. Rieser

new media for your library
fresh citations

All cover images are used by permission of the publishers for 
this edition of  Congregational Libraries Today only. 
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Happiness
Joan	Chittister.	&	Eerdmans,	2011.	225p.	
$20.00,	hardcover.	1	ISBN:	978-0-8028-6481-
9.	8	www.eerdmans.com	5	152.4'2  Happi-
ness.  Happiness—Religious	aspects.
Joan Chittister admits in the epilogue 

to Happiness that she did not in the end 
achieve her initial intent for her book. 
Instead of a single neat definition of 
happiness, the Benedictine nun discov-
ered that there are many factors that 

will provide different definitions for different people.
Chittister chronicles the findings of research into the 

qualities of happiness and how various aspects of life affect 
people’s feelings of happiness. In the final chapters, she 
discusses the views of happiness held by Hindus, Buddhists, 
Jews, Muslims, and Christians. Happiness will be of most value 
to scholars studying the subject. —Beverly M. Bixler

Praying for Strangers: An Adventure
of the Human Spirit
River	Jordan.	&	Berkley	(an	imprint	of	Penguin),	2011.	339p.	$15.00,	
paperback.	1	ISBN:	978-0-425-24560-6.  ($24.95,	hardcover.  ISBN:	
978-0-425-23964-3.)8	www.penguin.com	5	204.3  Prayer.

River Jordan usually makes a resolution or two at New 
Year’s, but as the start of 2009 approached, she had no reso-
lution in mind. With one son headed to Afghanistan and the 
other to Iraq, she was praying hard for their safety and could 
think of little else. Then it came to her: she would pray each 
day for one extra person—a stranger whose path crossed 
hers. Praying for Strangers is Jordan’s account of this remark-
able undertaking.

Each day, as she encounters strangers, she knows instinc-
tively which one is “hers.” Jordan decides early on that she 
must speak to these people who stand out to her, introduce 
herself, ask their names, and tell them about “this thing” she 
does and that she would be saying special prayers for them 
that day.

What makes this book special, aside from Jordan’s grace-
ful prose and gentle wit, are the reactions she gets from 
her chosen strangers. Almost always, they are open to her 
approach, friendly, grateful, and often feeling in particular 
need of prayer on that day. Jordan’s outreach moves and 
changes them, as it changes her.
Jordan is the author of four published novels, including 

Saints in Limbo (WaterBrook, 2009). She hosts the Clearstory 
radio show from Nashville, where she makes her home.

Praying for Strangers belongs in congregational libraries.
    —Monica Tenney
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Memorable Lives
A Dangerous Dozen: 12 Christians 
Who Threatened the Status Quo but 
Taught Us to Live Like Jesus
C.	K.	Robertson.	&	Skylight	Paths,	2011.	171p.	
$16.99,	paperback.	1	ISBN:	978-1-59473-298-0.	
8	www.skylightpaths.com	5	270.092'2  Christian	
biography.  Church	history.  Change—Religious	
aspects—Christianity.  Christian	leadership.

If asked to name a dozen figures who, at 
great personal cost, put faith into action 
and changed lives in their times and be-
yond, whom would you name?

That question surfaces as one reads the Reverend Canon C. K. 
Robertson’s A Dangerous Dozen. Among his choices are Paul 
of Tarsus, Mary Magdalene, Francis of Assisi, Sojourner Truth, 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer, and Oscar Romero. Robertson cites Jesus’ 
ministry and the opposition he faced. Robertson reminds us 
that risk and sacrifice—even to the point of death—are often 
the price for being “dangerous” in a world that feels threatened 
by new ideas taught and lived.

Each profile offers well-researched accounts of the subect’s 
ideas and actions, along with information about what we can 
learn from their writings and their lives. Examples relate to 
Thomas Cranmer’s Book of Common Prayer, Bonhoeffer’s themes 
of cheap and costly grace, and Romero’s conviction that “every 
effort to better society, especially when injustice and sin are so 
ingrained, is an effort that God blesses, that God wants, that 
God demands of us.”
The epilogue, in which Robertson writes of his encounter with 

Bishop Desmond Tutu, brings us full circle; Tutu contributed the 
book’s foreword. Recommended for church libraries and as a 
study for those interested in peace, justice, and translating faith 
into action.     —Carolyn Egolf

My Story, My Song: Mother-Daughter Reflections
on Life and Faith
Lucimarian	Roberts	(as	told	to	Missy	Buchanan,	with	reflections	by	Robin	
Roberts).	&	Upper	Room,	2012.	143p.	$18.00,	hardcover.	1	ISBN:	978-
0-8358-1107-1.	8	www.upperroom.org	5	248.8'431 Mothers—Religious	
life.  Daughters—Religious	life.  Christian	women—Religious	life. Mothers	and	
daughters—Religious	aspects—Christianity.

Lucimarian Roberts was the mother of Robin Roberts, the popular 
co-anchor of television’s Good Morning America. In My Story, My 
Song, the elder Roberts recounts episodes from her life, sharing 
from deep stores of faith. Raised in Akron, Ohio, during the Great 
Depression, Lucimarian Tolliver had an alcoholic father who was 
often absent. Her mother and grandparents instilled in her a trust 
in God, love of the church and its music (“my saving grace”), a deep 
sense of responsibility, and confidence in her God-given abilities. 
She graduated from Howard University and married Larry Roberts, 
one of the Tuskegee Airmen. They raised four children, moving 
often as Larry’s Air Force assignments required. Pass Christian, Mis-
sissippi, became their permanent home.

My Story, My Song is arranged thematically rather than chrono-
logically. Roberts writes intimately about faith, family, racial 
prejudice, military life, singing, travel, widowhood, and her loss 
of precious mementos to Hurricane Katrina. Each chapter ends 
with an excerpt of a much-loved hymn text, a scripture verse, 
and a reflection by daughter Robin. 

Roberts is warm and admirable in her positive outlook and 
energy. Her love of hymns and scripture will resonate with 
many readers. 

Older readers will appreciate Roberts’s reminiscences, her 
choice of old-time hymns, and this book’s blessedly large print. 
Recommended.   —Monica Tenney  

Treasured Moments with Mother Graham
Rose	Adams	with	Donna	Lee	Toney.	&	B&H,	2012.	302p.	$14.99,	simulated	
leather	cover.	1	ISBN:	978-1-4336-7582-9.	8	www.bhpublishinggroup.
com	5	242  Christian	life—Devotional	literature—Graham,	Morrow	Coffey.

A legacy of faith, along with deep knowledge and apprecia-

Classics Corner
   
Congregational Libraries Today continues with Classics Corner, in which we highlight works 
that are essential for most congregational libraries. If a title featured here is not on your library’s 
shelves, consider adding it.
We invite readers to suggest titles for Classics Corner by emailing CLT’s media review editor, 
Monica Tenney, at motenney@aol.com

3 in 1: A Picture of God. Rev. ed.
Joanne Marxhausen. Illustrated by Ben Marxhausen and Ed Koehler. & Concordia, 2004. 48p. $9.99, 
hardcover. 1 ISBN: 978-0-7586-0680-8. 8 www.cph.org 5 [E] 231 Trinity.

Explaining the Holy Trinity to children is no easy task; the concept of the Triune God can 
be difficult even for mature Christians. 3 in 1: A Picture of God, has been a boon to parents 
and Christian educators since its original publication in 1973. This 2004 revision features 
updated illustrations, but the text is the same.

Joanne Marxhausen likens an apple and its parts—peel, flesh, and core—to God and 
the three persons of God—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Just as the apple’s peel, flesh, and core are apple, but not three sepa-
rate apples, the three persons of God are all God, but not three separate Gods. The apple’s three parts have different purposes. 
The different persons of God have different purposes, too, but all are God.

Ben Marxhausen’s brightly colored illustrations, freshened by Ed Koehler, help even the youngest children—and their el-
ders—visualize this basic Christian lesson. 

3 in 1 is an essential book for all church libraries that serve children. —Monica Tenney
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tion of scripture, is Morrow Coffey Graham’s gift to her family. 
The ministries of son Billy Graham and other family members 
are gifts to the wider world.

Each two-page meditation in this well-designed book is 
paired with a diary-like entry by Rose Adams, Mother Graham’s 
longtime friend and caregiver. Beginning with January 1980 
and ending with August 1981, when Mrs. Graham died, obser-
vations by Mother Graham accompany passages from the KJV 
or NKJV. A “Recollection from Billy,” drawn from the son’s writ-
ings, completes each reading.
“I just want to be found faithful in doing what I can. I want 

to help brighten someone’s life every day,” could well be the 
motto of Mother Graham’s life. Among the inspiring lessons in 
this book are the significance of small kindnesses, the impor-
tance of being cared for with dignity and respect, and the need 
to share faith with future generations—a purpose this book has 
potential to achieve.

A foreword by Franklin Graham, preface by Rose Adams, and 
introduction by Billy Graham provide background, and color 
photos put faces to names. 

Recommended for church libraries or as a gift (there are spaces 
designated for journal entries by the reader). —Carolyn Egolf

Bible Lessons
Recalling the Covenant: A Contemporary 
Commentary on the Five Books of the Torah
Moshe	Shamah.	&	KTAV,	2012.	1165p.	$59.50,	hardcover.	1	ISBN:	978-1-
60280-184-4.8	www.ktav.com5	222.107  Bible.	O.T.	Pentateuch—Commentaries.
This thought-provoking commentary draws on classical Jew-

ish sources as well as contemporary archeological discoveries. 
Rabbi Moshe Shamah writes with a deep concern that readers 
understand the plain meaning of the text with all its associa-
tions and symbolic allusions. Shamah assumes that the Torah is 
divinely inspired. He also understands that the Torah addresses 
a sophisticated audience; his carefully considered, thorough 
commentary does the same.  

Recalling the Covenant follows the schedule of weekly read-
ings common in the synagogue, featuring several studies on 
each portion. Throughout, one is aware of the debt Shamah 
owes to his teacher, Rabbi Solomon D. Sassoon. In particular he 
references Sassoon’s theory on number symbolism in the Torah, 
a theory that often reveals interesting insights. 

Shamah’s blend of traditional and modern sources yields 
insight and wisdom. He offers a panoramic understanding that 
leads the reader to a deeper appreciation of the text. Shamah’s 
commentary enriches the intellect and the soul.  
This is not a book for a casual reader. It challenges us to meet 

the text anew and consider broader associations than initially 
meet the eye. Recalling the Covenant is a rewarding book that 
examines the Torah for its own message. Highly recommended.

    —Rabbi Louis A. Rieser

An Outline of New Testament 
Spirituality
Prosper	Grech.	&	Eerdmans,	2011.	140p.	$18.00,	
paperback.	1	ISBN:	978-0-8028-6560-1.	8	www.
eerdmans.com	5	248  Bible.	N.T.—Criticism,	inter-
pretation,	etc.  Spirituality—Biblical	teaching.

Readers should bring to An Outline 
of New Testament Spirituality a working 
knowledge of scripture, a mind willing to 
be stretched, and intention to study—not 
merely to read.

Prosper Grech, a professor of Christian literature and an Au-
gustinian friar, defines spirituality in part as “the Christian’s total 
response of faith.” In six chapters, he links New Testament truths 
to both Old and New Testament passages.
Themes include deliverance, covenant, Jesus, the Paschal 

mystery, light, and Christ’s place in history. Grech discusses 
the Synoptic Gospels as a group, covers the writings of John 
and Paul in separate chapters, and treats Acts and the Book of 
Revelation together. 

Of particular interest are Grech’s linking of the Lord’s Prayer to 
the Psalms and his discussion of various signs, each followed by 
an “I am” statement of Jesus. These unusual links prompt mo-
ments of “I never thought of it that way before” that keep one 
reading.

Concluding this scholarly and challenging book, Grech refers 
to John’s message of hope in times of suffering and writes, “To 
understand the moment of history in which we live, it is neces-
sary to pray with the scriptures in one hand and the newspaper 
in the other.” Recommended for seminarians, pastors, and other 
readers who wish to delve deeply into the whole of scripture.

     —Carolyn Egolf

The Invitation: The Not-So-Simple 
Truth about Following Jesus
Greg	Sidders.	&	Revell	(an	imprint	of	Baker),	2011.	
157p.	$12.99,	paperback.	1	ISBN:	978-0-8007-
3403-9.	8	www.revellbooks.com	5	248.4  Christian	
life—Biblical	teaching.  Jesus	Christ—Teachings.
Tell it straight. Greg Sidders does, allowing 

no options, no caveats, no easy ways out in 
discipleship. Jesus’ initial invitation to “fol-
low me” is the foundation of The Invitation. 
In thirteen chapters, Sidders develops—

through history and personal experiences as well as scripture 
and Bible stories—the implications for Christians.

Do you order from Amazon?
When you order books—or anything else—from 
Amazon, there is an easy way for you to provide 
financial assistance to the Church and Synagogue 
Library Association. Just remember to go first to 
the CSLA website at www.cslainfo.org.

In the box at the top on the right side, just click 
on the logo:

Amazon pays a commission to CSLA for all orders 
placed in this fashion, and there is no increased 
cost to you. So, it is a free and easy way in which 
you can support the ongoing work of CSLA.*
	
*Some	browsers	may	require	you	to	type	in	the	name	of	a	book	
before	taking	you	to	Amazon.	Do	not	click	on	Get Widget.	If	you	
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20    congregational libraries today

One senses early that Sidders writes from deep conviction, se-
rious study, and honesty as he expands on themes of surrender, 
obedience, credibility, fruit-bearing, and abiding. 
The text is evangelical in approach and conversational in style. 

Sidders anticipates his readers’ questions and reactions. He 
presents probing, strikingly on-target challenges.

An appealing twist to the study guide is the suggestion of 
scriptures to read or activities to do before reading each chap-
ter. There are questions for discussion afterwards, plus a “Christ-
quote to memorize.” 
Two particularly challenging chapters contrast “cross-carrying” 

(focusing on the cost of discipleship) and “the cost of non-disci-
pleship” (playing it safe).

Recommended for church libraries, pastors, and classes or 
committees needing a fresh look at outreach or evangelism.

    —Carolyn Egolf

Love Written in Stone: Finding God’s 
Grace in the Boundaries He Sets
Philip	Carlson.	&	Bethany	House	(an	imprint	of	
Baker),	2011.	208p.	$14.99,	paperback.	1	ISBN:	
978-0-7642-0847-8.	8	www.bethanyhouse.com	5	
241.2  Obedience—Biblical	teaching.  God—Love.

Life is tough. It is sometimes difficult to 
determine how to live as children of God in 
a world filled with choices. In Love Written in 
Stone, Philip Carlson, a pastor and medical 
doctor, examines how Christians can find 

clarity in the Bible. Carlson believes that the Bible can help 
Christians live a more meaningful and fulfilling life. In the four 
sections of his book, he focuses on guiding, instructing, direct-
ing, and finding insight into the relationship between mental 
health and physical health, and he looks at the effects of both 
on spirituality. Carlson intertwines examples from his medical 
practice with references to scripture from both the Old and 
New Testaments to demonstrate how we can become healthier 
as individuals.

Carlson also discusses how our relationship with others can 
improve our understanding of and relationship with God. Ap-
pendixes include a discussion of how to interpret some of the 
challenging portions of scripture and a list of Bible verses that 
focus on joy. This is an excellent book for Christian study groups, 
and the references suggested are perfect for further study.

    —Mary Lou Henneman

And There Was Light (DVD)
Clifton	Bible	Classics,	1987.	8	Distributed	by	Alden	Films.	33	minutes.	
$24.95,	DVD.	1	ISBN:	978-1-877684-50-0.	8	www.aldenfilms.com	5	
220.1  Bible.  Bible	as	literature.  Bible—Art.

And There Was Light gives an overview of the history of the 
Bible from its beginnings in the ancient world through its 
development and early translations to the modern English-
language Bible we know today. Film of artifacts and a wide 
range of classical biblical art along with sacred choral music 
combine with the narration to give this video an old-fashioned 
feel. (Some images are grainy. Some clips likely predate the 
1987 date given online.)

Viewers learn of the formation and emergence of the Bible—
both Old Testament and New—as the most influential book 
of all time. Selected stories from the Bible are mentioned only 
briefly. This video’s focus is on how the Bible, from its begin-
nings in Hebrew and Greek, transformed through the centuries 

into English-language versions, including the incomparable 
King James Version. Because of the apparent age of the film, 
recent Bible versions and paraphrases are not included.
This video is useful as a brief introduction to the Bible’s birth, 

its maturing, and the long struggle to put readable Bibles into 
the hands of ordinary people. It also provides glimpses of clas-
sic art that is associated with the ancient tales in the Bible.

    —Monica Tenney 

Faith & Society
Widening the Circle: Experiments 
in Christian Discipleship
Joanna	Shenk,	ed.	&	Herald,	2011.	246p.	$14.99,	
paperback.	1	ISBN:	978-0-8361-9558-3.	8	www.
heraldpress.com	5	289.709'045 Mennonites—His-
tory.  Anabaptists—History.  Church	work—Men-
nonites.  Church	work—Anabaptists.  Disciplining	
(Christianity). Mennonites—North	America.  Ana-
baptists—North	America.

Anabaptists, including Mennonites, 
Brethren, and Quakers, have among their 
core values peace, justice, simplicity, com-

munity, and living the teachings of Jesus. Mennonites contrib-
ute the majority of the nineteen essays in Widening the Circle. 
The geographical scope of the experiences is broad, as are the 
issues addressed. Chapters are divided into three “waves,” each 
covering a twenty-year period between the 1950s and the pres-
ent.

Living in intentional community involves sharing life, some-
times even the “common purse,” and these writers are honest 
in naming the rewards, including support, deep friendships, 
and shared strength. Honesty requires noting also the difficul-
ties, including economic realities, balance of responsibilities, 
and adapting to diversity in its many forms. A line by Calenthia 
Dowdy speaks directly: “Community already implies sacrifice; 
diverse community requires even more.”

Despite common threads, each essay is unique, and one is 
compelled to keep reading. Photos and biographical sketches 
of contributors, plus an informative notes section, add interest. 
Even if one is not in total agreement with all the ideas present-
ed, one’s mind will be stretched and perspective enlarged.

Recommended for church libraries and for readers interested 
in peace and justice issues.   —Carolyn Egolf

Righteous Indignation: A Jewish 
Call for Justice
Or	N.	Rose,	Joe	Ellen	Green	Kaiser,	and	Margie	
Klein,	eds.	&	Jewish	Lights,	2008.	351p.	$24.99,	
hardcover.	1	ISBN:	978-1-58023-336-1.	8	www.
jewishlights.com	5	296.3'8  Judaism	and	social	
problems.  Social	justice—Religious	aspects—Juda-
ism.  Justice	(Jewish	theology).  Jewish	ethics.  Hu-
man	ecology—Religious	aspects—Judaism.  Eco-
nomics—Religious	aspects—Judaism.
This book’s editors describe Righteous 

Indignation as a call for justice. The book is 
aimed not only at persons within the organized Jewish com-
munity but also at Jews who work outside it. They hope to 
persuade readers to get more involved in social justice issues; 
the forty essays reflect that goal. Some contributors are pillars 
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of the Jewish establishment, while others are known primarily 
as activists.  
The essays are grouped into categories: environmental con-

cerns, health care, economic justice, Israel, and more. Contribu-
tors are thoughtful in their approach; some share personal 
reflections that are quite moving. The range of issues is wide, 
providing a taste of what is certainly a much larger discussion. 
Significantly, these essays are rooted in the Jewish tradition, 
reminding readers of the deep connections between the Torah 
text and the repair of our world. 
These essays may inspire, and some may provoke anger, but 

they remind us that we are capable of making a change in the 
world based on Jewish values and community. Because Righ-
teous Indignation offers starting points for discussion and for 
action, it is worth readers’ attention. —Rabbi Louis A. Rieser

Christians & Jews—Faith to Faith: 
Tragic History, Promising Present, 
Fragile Future
James	Rudin.	&	Jewish	Lights,	2011.	267p.	$24.99,	
hardcover.	1	ISBN:	978-1-58023-432-0.	8	www.
jewishlights.com	5	296.3'96  Judaism—Relations—
Christianity.  Christianity	and	other	religions—Juda-
ism.  Christianity	and	anti-Semitism.

Rabbi James Rudin has been involved in 
the interreligious community for several 
decades. In Christians & Jews—Faith to 

Faith, he offers a sweeping overview of Christian-Jewish rela-
tions during the past two thousand years.

Rudin begins with background: definitions, Greek and Roman 
history, Jewish groups in Jesus’ time, Jesus’ followers, and the 
role Paul played in defining Christianity. He then traces the 
gradual estrangement and growing conflicts between Chris-
tians and Jews over the next centuries. About half the book is 
devoted to the ways Christians and Jews have worked together 
and increased their understanding of one another. He exam-
ines the impact of the Vatican, Protestants, and the Islamic 
community.

Rudin ends with hope for the future. He includes a guide to 
Jewish-Christian relations for interfaith groups, a discussion 
guide, notes, a bibliography, and an index.

Rudin attempts to convey so much information that at times 
the text seems unfocused. The text contains one significant 
error. Reform Judaism’s acceptance of patrilineal descent came 
in 1983, not in 1973 as it appears in the book (p. 219). Rudin 
quotes freely from writers and thinkers, but it might have been 
interesting to hear Christian views of Rudin’s opinions and 
conclusions. Overall, though, this book makes for a good start 
in understanding the issues involved. —Evelyn Pockrass

Ghazali on the Principles of Islamic 
Spirituality: Selections from The 
Forty Foundations of Religion—
Annotated & Explained
Aaron	Spevack.	&	Skylight	Paths,	2012.	300p.	
$18.99,	paperback.	1	ISBN:	978-1-59473-284-3.	8	
www.skylightpaths.com	5	297.2  Islam—Doctrines—
Early	works	to	1800.  Series:	Skylight	Illuminations.

Al-Ghazali (1058-1111) was a Persian 
student of Islamic law and spirituality. 
Aaron Spevack’s Ghazali on the Principles 

of Islamic Spirituality offers a broad introduction to Islamic faith 
and spirituality. This is hard reading, illuminated by Spevack’s 

thoughtful commentary, that yields a deeper appreciation of 
the intent of Islam and Sufism. 
The book summarizes Islam in four sections. The first, “The Sci-

ence of Belief,” focuses on Allah. The second, “Outward Actions,” 
details the ten basic requirements of Islamic life.  The third, 
“Purification of the Heart,” deals with unworthy character traits, 
while the fourth, “Meritorious Character Traits,” teaches about 
the path one should strive for.   

Christian and Jewish readers will recognize many of the 
concepts; our faiths share much in common. Equally, much in 
the approach and language will feel different. The commentary, 
which is essential, explains some of the nuance in the terminol-
ogy, identifies sources for the teachings, and offers examples. It 
makes the text intelligible to one who is new to this material.  
This text contributes to a better understanding of Islam and 

the Islamic world. The careful reader will gain new insights 
into a tradition better known from the headlines than from its 
sources, and that will benefit us all. —Rabbi Louis A. Rieser

The Call of Memory: Learning about 
the Holocaust through Narrative:
An Anthology
Karen	Shawn	and	Keren	Goldfrad,	eds.	&	Ben	
Yehuda,	2008.	275p.	$25.00,	paperback.	1	ISBN:	
978-0-9789980-0-4.	8	www.benyehudapress.com	5	
940.53  Holocaust,	Jewish	(1939-1945).

How do you talk about the unthink-
able? Such is the problem of Holocaust 
literature.  This anthology provides survivor 
narratives designed for use in high school 

and college settings that aim to present to a new generation 
the reconstructed experiences of persons who lived through 
the Holocaust. Most of the selections are memoirs. These are 
supplemented by a few fictional stories.  
The stories are grouped in order to guide the reader through 

the history of the era. The first stories reveal hints of the coming 
disaster. Later stories capture moments in the ghetto and in the 
camps. The last tales pick up after the end of the war, reaching 
into the next generation. The narratives allow the reader to 
view the subtle changes or the graphic reality of the moment. 
Recognizing that some stories may be too explicit for some 
readers, the editors note in the introduction which stories are 
best suited to particular age ranges. 

Some of the authors are well known, others less so. Regardless, 
their stories are powerful accounts that capture discreet mo-
ments in the course of the Holocaust. Narrative succeeds where 
history fails in conveying the personal experience. 

Designed for use in the classroom, The Call of Memory de-
serves a broader audience. Highly recommended.

    —Rabbi Louis A. Rieser

Ministry with Prisoners & Families: 
The Way Forward
W. Wilson Goode, Sr., Charles E. Lewis, Jr., and Har-
old Dean Trulear. & Judson, 2011. 206p. $17.99, 
paperback. 1 ISBN: 978-0-8170-1664-7. 8 www.
judsonpress.com 5 259'.508996073  Church work 
with African American families.  Church work with 
prisoners.  Church work with criminals.  African 
Americans—Religion.
The introduction to Ministry with Prisoners 

& Families contains the following informa-
tion: “The U.S. Bureau of Justice Statistics 
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reports that at midyear 2008 more than 2.3 million people 
were being held in federal or state prisons or in local jails. . . . 
Currently, 1 in 15 African American males over age eighteen is 
behind bars, as opposed to 1 of every 36 Latinos and 1 of 106 
white males.” The disproportionate figures are startling. What 
can be done? How do churches, especially ones with African 
American members, minister to the needs of prisoners and 
their families?
This collection of essays looks at why so many African Ameri-

can males and a growing number of African American females 
are in prison and why their reentry into society is so difficult. 
The solution proposed in Ministry with Prisoners & Families is to 
get churches actively involved in helping prisoners both while 
they are incarcerated and as they are being released. The book 
also stresses the importance of showing love and support to 
families of the incarcerated.
This is an excellent resource for persons who are actively 

involved in prison ministry and for anyone who feels called to 
become involved.   —Mary Lou Henneman

Faith & Family
Secrets to Parenting Your
Adult Child
Nancy	Williams.	&	Bethany	House	(an	imprint	of	
Baker),	2011.	216p.	$12.99,	paperback.	1	ISBN:	
978-0-7642-0855-3.	8	www.bethanyhouse.com	5	
248.845  Parent	and	adult	child.  Adult	children—
Family	relationships.  Intergenerational	relations.

Many parents think that once their 
children finish high school or college they 
will get jobs, move out, and live as inde-
pendent adults. Due to a variety of factors, 
which can include unemployment, broken 

relationships, credit card debt, and emotional or physical chal-
lenges, adult children are increasingly moving back home with 
Mom and Dad. Secrets to Parenting Your Adult Child addresses 
the challenges inherent in this changed situation and more. 

How do parents’ relationships with children change when the 
children have grown up?

Nancy Williams, a licensed professional counselor and life 
coach who has a master’s degree in education, offers sage ad-
vice to Christian parents. Her clear writing style is punctuated 

with specific examples to guide parents in their new role as 
supporter and advisor (when asked).

Williams emphasizes that mutual respect is the key. Each situ-
ation is different, but the chapter that encourages parents to 
“bring your children before the Lord” sums it up best. 

This is a perfect book for Christian parents wanting to estab-
lish a better relationship with their adult children.

    —Mary Lou Henneman

Spiritual Parenting: An Awakening 
for Today’s Families
Michelle	Anthony.	&	David	C.	Cook,	2010.	220p.	
$14.99,	paperback.	1	ISBN:	978-1-4347-6447-8.	
8	www.davidcook.com.www.davidccook.com	5	
248.8  Christian	life.  Parenting.

There are plenty of books out there on 
raising children, but Spiritual Parenting 
takes a different approach. When it comes 
time to help their kids make the right 
choices, Michelle Anthony proposes that 

Christian parents look at their own faith first. Anthony thinks 
parents need to examine their own beliefs before they can con-
vey Jesus’ message of love and compassion to their children. 
She hopes that the teachings of Jesus will influence parents’ 
actions related to discipline and guidance of their children.

Anthony, pastor of Family Ministries at RockHarbor Church in 
Costa Mesa, California, and the mother of two children, writes 
from both personal and professional experience. Of her ap-
proach to parenting she writes, “It’s not about perfect behavior. 
It’s about passionate hearts.” Each of Spiritual Parenting’s twelve 
chapters focuses on how to create the right environment and 
guide children in good decision-making. Firmly grounded in 
scripture, these personal examples and stories will give parents 
the needed support to grow in their own faith while they nur-
ture their children. Spiritual Parenting is a must-read book for 
all Christians who are raising children. —Mary Lou Henneman

Any Day a Beautiful Change:
A Story of Faith and Family
Katherine	Willis	Pershey.	&	Chalice	Press,	
2012.  118p.	$14.99,	paperback.	1	ISBN:	978-
0-8272-0029-6.	8	www.chalicepress.com	5	
[B]  Clergy—Biography. Women	clergy—Biography.

In Any Day a Beautiful Change Katherine 
Willis Pershey writes about her life as a 
young pastor, wife, and mother. Pershey 
and her husband are Midwesterners who 
moved to California so she could attend 

seminary near Los Angeles. They remained in the area while 
Pershey pastored a tiny Disciples of Christ church. During that 
time, Pershey gave birth to a daughter, Juliette.

Pershey writes engagingly and often intimately of the vicis-
situdes of her professional and private life. She is sometimes 
blunt as she recounts the trials of marriage, pregnancy, child-
birth, postpartum depression, and breastfeeding. Her husband, 
a recovering alcoholic, managed much of baby Juliette’s care 
so that Pershey could continue in ministry.

Pershey writes with joy of her pastoral duties and such mat-
ters as the importance of books. Her observations of daughter 
Juliette are full of wonder, humor, and love. Pershey’s family life 
and the ministry to which she feels firmly called seem amaz-
ingly integrated; she and her husband consider their family to 
be “little church.”

This issue’s reviewers
Beverly M. Bixler  First Presbyterian Church, Ashland, 
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Louis A. Rieser  Boynton Beach, Florida  ³  Monica 
Tenney, Media Review Editor  Maple Grove United 
Methodist Church, Columbus, Ohio
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Pershey now serves as associate pastor at a Congregational 
church in Illinois. Any Day a Beautiful Change is delightful read-
ing. Young mothers and clergy (or readers who are contemplat-
ing becoming either) will especially appreciate finding it on 
library shelves. —Monica Tenney

Fiction
Double Take: A Novel
Melody	Carlson.	&	Revell	(an	imprint	of	Baker),	
2011.	273p.	$9.99,	paperback.	1	ISBN:	978-
0-8007-1964-7.	8	www.revellbooks.com	5	
Fiction Mistaken	identity—Fiction.  Amish—Fic-
tion. Wealth—Fiction.  Self-realization—Fic-
tion.  Spiritual	life—Fiction.  New	York	(N.Y.)—Fic-
tion.
The grass may not really be greener on 

the other side of the fence. That is the les-
son learned by Madison and Anna as they 
switch lives in Double Take. Madison is a 

rich Manhattan girl who dumps the demanding social whirl in 
favor of Amish simplicity.  Anna is not so sure the Amish life is 
for her. When the look-alike Madison shows up in Anna’s little 
town, the switch is on. (Think Mark Twain’s The Prince and the 
Pauper.)

Both Anna and Madison change through their experiences and 
through prayer. They both realize their own lives are not so bad. 

Scenes in which the girls experience one another’s lives, such 
as when Anna has her first elevator ride, are laugh-out-loud 
funny. Madison’s first trip to an outhouse also brings a chuckle. 

Melody Carlson has written an enjoyable novel about being 
content and making time to enjoy God’s creation. Double Take 
is aimed at teenagers but will also please slightly younger read-
ers. Recommended for any church library. —Annella Grayce

The Sweetest Thing: A Novel
Elizabeth	Musser.	&	Bethany	House	(an	imprint	of	
Baker),	2011.	397p.	$14.99,	paperback.	1	ISBN:	
978-0-7642-0831-7.	8	www.bethanyhouse.com	5	
Fiction  Upper	class—Fiction.  Preparatory	schools—
Fiction.  Teenage	girls—Fiction.  Atlanta	(Ga.)—Fic-
tion.  Georgia—History—20th	century—Fiction.

Readers who are fond of historical novels, 
Christian romance, mysteries, or stories 
about social issues will find their interest 
met by Elizabeth Musser’s The Sweetest 
Thing.  With intriguing plot and strong 

characters, this novel features two protagonists, Anne “Perri” 
Singleton and Mary “Dobbs” Dillard. Within each chapter, the 
two girls take turns telling the story from their own perspec-
tives.

Perri and Dobbs attend an exclusive girls’ school in Atlanta. 
They learn that being a teenager presents plenty of problems, 
and being one in the midst of the Great Depression adds to the 
difficulties. In spite of having grown up in opposite social back-
grounds, the two girls soon become close friends. Tragedies 
and misfortunes occur in the families of both girls. One finds 
faith and one loses hers (temporarily). Both eventually find that 
love—love of God and love of the right man—is the sweetest 
thing.     —Beverly M. Bixler
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For Children
Jonah’s Whale
Eileen	Spinelli.	Illustrated	by	Giuliano	Ferri.	&	
Eerdmans,	2012.	26p.	$16.00,	hardcover.	1	
ISBN:	978-0-8028-5382-0.	8	www.eerdmans.
com	5	[E]  Jonah	(Biblical	prophet)—Juvenile	
fiction. Whales—Juvenile	fiction.

In this beautiful book, Eileen Spi-
nelli retells the story of Jonah from the 
whale’s point of view. Young readers see 
Whale amid “sea-clouds of fish,” singing 
his joyful song. When a storm comes 

and the waves rise high, Whale sees a storm-tossed boat, then 
a man hurtling into the sea. Whale obeys God’s command to 
save Jonah, swallowing him whole. Whale patiently swims and 
listens for direction from God, but after three days Whale feels 
discouraged and thinks Jonah must be discouraged, too. So 
Whale sings his song, hoping it will lighten Jonah’s heart.

God speaks, “a whisper in the music,” telling Whale to spit Jo-
nah onto dry land. Whale obeys, and Whale and Jonah part, but 
even after many years, Whale never forgets Jonah, and Jonah 
never forgets Whale.

Deep blues and greens of the sea predominate in tender wa-
tercolors by Giuliano Ferri. They perfectly complement Spinelli’s 
text. Highly recommended. For ages 4-8. —Monica Tenney

Shalom Sesame: Monsters in the 
Sukkah  (DVD)
	8	Sesame	Workshop,	2010.  SISU	Home	Enter-
tainment.	26	minutes.	$14.95,	DVD.	1	ISBN:	
978-1-56086-711-1.	8	www.sisuent.com	5	Suk-
kah—Juvenile	films.  Sukkot—Juvenile	films. 
The eleventh volume of Shalom 

Sesame focuses on the fall agricultural 
holiday of Sukkot. Avigail and Brash are 
building a sukkah, a hut-like structure 
for families to spend time in and wel-
come guests. Unfortunately the sukkah 

falls down. Grover keeps trying to figure out instructions to 
rebuild it, but it is Anneliese who comes to the rescue.

While all the excitement about the sukkah continues, viewers 
see segments on construction workers, the number six, Hebrew 
letters, children telling what they like about Sukkot celebra-
tions, and symbols of the holiday (a citron, a palm branch, twigs 
of myrtle, and a willow branch). In the evening, Avigail, Brash, 
Grover, and Anneliese enjoy a festive time with friends in the 
sukkah.
This video also features an animated segment of the biblical 

story of Abraham welcoming the three strangers, emphasizing 
the value of hospitality. There is a brief reference to the end of 

the weeklong holiday of Sukkot, when the annual reading of 
the Torah is completed. To conclude this visit to Sesame Street, 
Grover visits a kibbutz where people work together and share 
the fruits of their labor.

Recommended for children ages 3-8. —Evelyn Pockrass

Around the World in One 
Shabbat: Jewish People 
Celebrate the Sabbath 
Together
Durga	Yael	Bernhard.	&	Jewish	Lights,	
2011.  32p.	$18.99,	hardcover.	1	ISBN:	
978-1-58023-433-7.	8	www.jewish-
lights.com	5	296.4'1  Sabbath—Juvenile	
literature.

In Around the World in One Shabbat, Durga Yael Bernhard 
lyrically dramatizes the observance of the Sabbath in various 
parts of the world. Starting and ending with Jerusalem, chil-
dren visit cities and towns in Australia, Argentina, Turkey, Russia, 
France, the United States, Ethiopia, Germany, Canada, Morocco, 
Thailand, and India. They observe many familiar rituals, such as 
prayers, songs, and the lighting of candles. Occasionally they 
find variations in food and culture.

Each visit is displayed on a two-page spread, one with illustra-
tions and the other primarily with text. Although the publisher 
recommends the book for children ages 3-6, it seems more 
suited to those in the 4-8 age group due to the vocabulary level 
and the layout of the text.
There is a glossary at the end. The front has a map showing all 

the children depicted in the stories and where their countries 
are located.

Bernhard’s work is a 2012 Sydney Taylor Honor Book for 
Younger Readers. With it, parents and teachers can help 
children understand that there are Jewish families all over the 
world and they share certain traditions and language no matter 
where they live.     —Evelyn Pockrass

Joseph and the Sabbath 
Fish
Eric	A.	Kimmel.	Illustrated	by	Martina	
Peluso.	&	Kar-Ben,	2011.  32p.	$17.95,	
hardcover	library	binding.	1	ISBN:	
978-0-7613-5908-1.	8	www.karben.
com	5	398.2'36089924  Folklore.  Sab-
bath—Folklore.  Jews—Folklore.

Congregations that own a copy 
of Marilyn Hirsh’s 1986 book, 

Joseph Who Loved the Sabbath (another Sydney Taylor honoree), 
will find storyteller Eric Kimmel’s recent re-telling of that par-
able to be an attractive variation. The tale is of Joseph, a poor 
but pious man who welcomes all for the Sabbath in spite of 
his dire financial circumstances. A rich man who scoffs at him 
dreams that Joseph will have the man’s wealth and devises a 
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scheme to avoid that happening. In the end, Joseph is reward-
ed when he finds the rich man’s gem in the belly of a fish.

Kimmel’s version is enhanced by Italian artist Martina Peluso’s 
bold paintings. A 2012 Sydney Taylor Notable Book for Younger 
Readers, this attractive edition lends itself to reading aloud to 
young children and to their independent reading as they get 
older.

Kimmel does not provide background on the story, but Hirsh 
revealed that it is based on a passage from the Babylonian 
Talmud, ”He who lends to the Sabbath, the Sabbath repays him.” 
(Tractate Shabbat 19A). The story is also found in the Arabian 
One Thousand and One Nights and in collections of world 
folktales.   —Evelyn Pockrass

Come on Over: Blast Off! (DVD)
	8	Zonderkidz,	2011.	65	minutes.	$9.99,	DVD.	1	
ISBN:	978-0-310-72849-8.	8	www.zondervan.
com	5	Juvenile	fiction.  Handicrafts—Juvenile	fic-
tion. Music—Juvenile	fiction. 

Come on over to see Joel the artist, 
whose other friends always seem to be 
dropping in for learning and creative 
play. Brandy, Mr. Flappinjaw, Grandma 
Zippy, Miss Lucy, and a hedgehog with a 
British accent join Joel in Come on Over: 
Blast Off! There are two main segments of 

about twenty-five minutes each. One is on making things from 
aluminum foil (tinfoil hat, anyone?), and the other is all about 
making music with your friends. The latter segment features an 
appearance by the Grammy-winning Christian band Jars of Clay.
There is singing and dancing, mess-making, puppets telling 

knock-knock jokes, and other general goofiness. Educational 
but focused on fun, the main segments are without overt 
religious messages. Two brief follow-up segments, however, 
establish a direct “God connection.” 

An accompanying booklet for adults has suggestions for 
activities, further “God connection,” and prayer after the video. 
Come on Over offers good-natured fun for children aged 4-7.

     —Monica Tenney 

Naamah and the Ark at Night
Susan	Campbell	Bartoletti.	Illustrated	by	Holly	Meade.	&	Candlewick,	
2011.  32p.	$16.99,	hardcover.	1	ISBN:	978-0-7636-4242-6.	8	www.
candlewick.com	5	[E]  Noah’s	ark—Juvenile	fiction.  Noah’s	wife	(Biblical	
figure)—Juvenile	fiction.  Animals—Juvenile	fiction.  Night—Juvenile	fic-
tion.  Stories	in	rhyme.  Lullabies.

It is night on Noah’s Ark. Noah is sound asleep. His sons and 
their wives are bedded down. Outside the ark, the rain is com-
ing down, and thunder crashes. Some of the animals are rest-
less. Noah’s wife, Naamah, walks among the animals, singing to 
them a bedtime prayer. Her lullaby flows over the ark, soothing 
the animals. Eyes close, wings furl, tails curl. Two by two, the 
beasts fall asleep. The ark sails on into the night.

Naamah and the Ark at Night is a marvelous book. Children will 
love zeroing in on the pairs of creatures in watercolor collage 
illustrations by Holly Meade (a Caldecott honoree for Hush! A 
Thai Lullaby, published by Scholastic in 2000). The ancient Ara-
bic poetic structure known as ghazal contributes to the calm-
ing, almost hypnotic effect of Susan Campbell Bartoletti’s text. 
This is a perfect snuggle-and-read book for bedtime. Highly 
recommended for all congregational libraries. For ages 4 and 
up.      —Monica Tenney

New CSLA 
Guides

Hot off the press
Resources Manual 
for Congregational 
Libraries: an 
annotated 
bibliography by 
Ellen Bosman. 
An entirely new 
approach to 
resources for 

congregational libraries! Bosman has carefully 
researched and annotated various resources 
for libraries and has chosen the very best 
for this guide. The manual is divided into two 
major sections: one with tools for librarians 
and the other for enrichment resources for 
library patrons. Resources are arranged in 
large topic areas such as: reference materials, 
cataloging and classification, promotion, world 
religions, parenting, prayer, gender studies, and 
recommended authors.  50 p.  $14.00.

Selecting a New 
Library Cataloging 
and Circulation 
Computer System 
by Bill Doole, edited 
by Jeri Zulli. A 
carefully thought-
out process for 

choosing a library software program for your 
particular library. Each step is explained and 
clearly presented. Three easy steps to adapt 
to any size library: 1. Decide what you want 
your system to do—just catalog or have public 
access to the catalog, also keep track of 
circulation, or more; 2. Research the various 
software packages out there; 3. Create a plan 
of action. Each of these steps is detailed for the 
guide user.  20 p. $12.00.
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	 	 	CSLA	Past	President	Lois	Ward,	81,	passed	away	June	
2,	 2012,	 at	 home	 in	 Port	 Townsend,	 Washington,	
with	 her	 family	 at	 her	 side.	 Lois	 was	 born	 in	 1930	
in	 Blairsville,	 Pennsylvania.	 She	 grew	 up	 in	 western	
Pennsylvania	 and	 graduated	 from	 Capital	 University	 in	
Bexley,	Ohio.		She	married	Roy	in	1951,	and	they	settled	
in	 Columbus,	 where	 their	 three	 children	were	 born.	 In	
1958,	 they	 moved	 to	 Palos	 Verdes,	 California,	 where	
Lois	was	active	 in	church	and	community	organizations.		
	 	 	 In	1970	Lois	 returned	to	school	and	earned	a	master	
of	 library	 science	 degree	 at	 the	 University	 of	 Southern	
California,	where	 she	worked	 after	 graduating.	Most	 of	
her	professional	 life	was	 spent	 in	 college	and	university	
libraries.	 In	 1988	 she	was	 struck	
by	 a	 motorist	 in	 a	 devastating	
automobile	accident.	After	a	year	
in	the	hospital	and	rehabilitation	
treatment,	she	returned	to	work,	
but	 needed	 to	 use	 a	wheelchair	
for	the	remainder	of	her	life.
	 	 	With	her	strong	Christian	faith	
and	 love	 of	 books,	 she	 began	 a	
ministry	 as	 a	 volunteer	 church	
librarian.	 She	 worked	 to	 build	
libraries	 at	 Ascension	 Lutheran	
in	 Palos	 Verdes	 and	 later	 at	 St.	
Paul’s	 Lutheran	 in	Prospect,	Ohio.	
She	became	a	CSLA	member	of	 the	Northeastern	Ohio	
Chapter	and	later	joined	the	Central	Ohio	Chapter	in	1990,	
where	she	served	as	president	for	four	years.	As	an	active	
member	of	that	chapter,	she	presented	workshops.	At	one	
particular	workshop,	she	explained	that	what	she	wanted	
to	do—and	what	she	hoped	and	knew	we	all	would	want	
to	do—was	simply	to	“ease	the	suffering.”
		 	On	February	4,	1995,	Lois	mailed	her	first	“Gleamings	
to	 Brighten	 the	 Day,”	 which	 contained	 prayers,	 poetry,	
humorous	 stories,	 and	 glimpses	 into	 her	 daily	 life.	
Gleamings	 began	 as	 a	 letter	 to	 three	 dozen	 friends	
who	 were	 feeling	 isolated	 at	 home	 but	 blossomed	
at	 its	 height	 into	 a	 semimonthly	 missive	 of	 hope	 and	
good	 cheer	 mailed/emailed	 to	 over	 five	 hundred	
addresses,	with	many	copies	passed	along	to	others.	She	
produced	her	last	issue	just	one	month	before	she	died.		
	 	 	 Lois	 was	 invited	 to	 become	 a	 national	 CSLA	 board	
member	 in	 1996	 and	 later	 became	 president	 in	 1997,	
ending	 her	 board	 career	 as	 second	 vice	 president	 for	

membership	in	2001.	She	was	an	active	member	of	the	
publications	committee	and	wrote	the	“Party	Line”	column	
for	many	years,	beginning	in	December	1998,	for	Church 
& Synagogue Libraries.	 Lois	 never	 missed	 a	 winter	 or	
summer	board	meeting	and	attended	many	conferences.	
Her	wheelchair	did	not	keep	her	from	participating.	
	 	 	Lois	and	Roy	moved	from	Ohio	in	2001	to	Longmont,	
Colorado,	 where	 she	 immediately	 became	 librarian	 at	
Faith	 Community	 Lutheran	 Church.	 She	 also	 became	 a	
member	of	the	Mile	High	Chapter	of	CSLA	and	served	as	
president	for	two	years.	
	 	 	 CSLA	was	proud	 to	publish	a	guide	which	Lois	wrote	
in	 2004	 called	Developing An Effective Library: Ways to 

Promote Your Congregational 
Library.	It	remains	a	very	popular	
guide	for	the	association.	
			Her	efforts	to	nurture	the	library	
at	 Faith	 Community	 Lutheran	
were	 recognized	 in	 2007	 when	
the	 library	 was	 presented	 the	
CSLA	Outstanding	Congregational	
Library	 Award.	 Lois	 reflected	
her	 attitude	 of	 service	 in	 her	
newsletter	 article	 following	 the	
award:	“It	is	truly	a	library	and	it	is	
its	congregation	who	are	honored	

with	this	particular	award.	Very	few	
libraries	 have	 the	 enthusiastic	 and	 wide-based	 support	
that	Faith	has	given	to	its	library.	I	would	fill	pages	if	I	tried	
to	name	every	member	who	deserves	a	commendation....	
I	 feel	 truly	 blessed	 to	 have	 had	 a	 part	 of	 the	 library’s	
development.	It’s	been	a	privilege	and	a	joy!”	
	 	 	 She	moved	 to	Port	 Townsend	a	 year	 ago	 to	be	near	
her	 family.	 She	 is	 survived	 by	 her	 daughters,	 Ellen	 and	
Annon,	 and	 son,	 John.	 	 We	 mourn	 her	 loss	 but	 give	
thanks	for	the	life	she	shared	with	us.	We	conclude	with	
a	few	quotes	from	some	of	her	friends:	“She	was	truly	a	
special	person”	v	“What	a	wonderful	woman	she	was	and	
what	an	inspiration	she	was	to	congregational	 librarians	
throughout	 the	 country”	v	 	 “She	was	 a	 role	model	 for	
me”	v	“She	was	always	friendly	toward	me	and	we	had	
some	very	nice	chats”		v	“Lois	was	not	only	a	friend,	but	
a	worthy	 colleague”	v	 	 “Her	 ‘Gleamings’	 shed	 a	 bright	
light	on	the	lives	of	many	of	us”	v	 	“I	 learned	from	her	
what	it	means	to	be	truly	beautiful.”	—Carol Campbell, St. 
Thomas Episcopal, Sunnyvale, California

In Memoriam:  Lois Ward

Lois and Roy Ward
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Lois Ward: Blast from the Past
	 	 	To	honor	Lois,	CLT	 is	reproducing	this	page	from	CSLA’s	May/June	1999	newsletter,	Church & Synagogue 
Libraries.	Enjoy!
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Organizing a Library or Resource Center. Carol Campbell, Glenda Strombom, and Dianne Oswald. 2010. 32 p. 
$14.00; members $12.00. This guide represents a comprehensive and updated edition of three previously 
separate publications, all published by CSLA:  Setting up a Library: How to Begin or Begin Again, Standards 
for Church and Synagogue Libraries, and A Policy and Procedure Manual for Church and Synagogue Libraries: 
a Do-It-Yourself Guide. An entirely new format was created for this guide, featuring quick searching and 
clear procedures, thus providing one volume that allows users to develop working manuals for their 
congregational libraries.

Fundamentals of Financing Your Congregational Library. Craig Kubic (orig. by 
Claudia Hannaford). 2008. 32 p. $12.00; members $10.00. This guide will assist 
you in developing a realistic plan for the acquisition and careful management 
of financial resources that the library needs to be a vital part of the congregation. Includes 
thoughtful ideas on presenting a budget. 

Developing an Effective Library: Ways to Promote Your Congregational Library. Lois H. 
Ward. 2004. 48 p. $11.00; members $9.00. CSLA Past president Lois Ward was an expert in promoting libraries in 
congregations and beyond. Planning, budgeting, getting members in the door, and promoting the 
library outside the doors are all here for you. So many smart ideas are here that you could not use them 
all in your lifetime. 

Promotion Planning, All Year ‘Round. Claudia Hannaford and Ruth S. Smith. 3rd Rev. ed. 1996. 64 p. $11.00; 
members $8.00. This 64-page publication provides suggestions on what to publicize for your library, includ ing 
periodic and special items, to encourage participation in the use of the library. Includes a 12-month calendar 
outlining significant events. Often used with Ward’s Developing an Effective Library –a sure way to make your 
library visible and irresistible.

Beyond the Book: Enhancing Your Congregational Library with Audio-Visual Resources. Rusty Tryon 
(orig. by Joyce Burner). 2008. 21 p. $12.00, members $10.00. This publication is designed to assist 
congregational librarians in making audio-visual resources an integral—rather than an incidental—part 
of their library collections.

Cataloging and Classification. Susan E. Snyder. 2004. 53 p. $12.00, members $10.00. This publication covers physical processing, 
encouraging the use of the catalog and creating bibliographic records, classification, and classification schedules. It will take you 
through all the steps in cataloging. 

Subject Headings in the Library Catalog. Dorothy G. Lewis. 2007. 32 p. $12.00, members $10.00. This guide will 
help the beginning or experienced librarian identify the subject of a book and choose the most useful subject 
heading. It offers considerations for additional headings you might include to improve the effectiveness of your 
card catalog. Suggested Dewey classification numbers after each heading refer to appropriate areas of the Dewey 
schedule discussed in detail in CSLA’s publication, Cataloging and Classification.

Planning a Congregational Archives Center. Curtis Howard. 2011. $14.00; members $12.00. Often, part of the 
congregational librarian’s job is maintaining archives for the congregation. CSLA offers the perfect guide to 
assist you with your archives! This new guide is just the tool you need to get you started or to help you improve 
your existing archives center. Some of the questions Dr. Howard asks you to consider: What are your items of 
enduring value? When is the appropriate time to establish a records program? Who will authorize and manage 
the center? Answers to these questions and more are here.

CSLA Publications
Guides & Necessary Tools

Ordering information is available at www.cslainfo.org
or by calling CSLA at 800-542-2752
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Chapter Chatter
News from around the country 

	 In	May	the	Metro Atlanta chapter	met	at	First	
Baptist	of	Decatur.	The	program	had	a	presentation	
by	the	Literacy	Volunteers	of	Atlanta.	LVA’s	Decatur	
office	 provides	 literacy	
programs	 (basic,	 fam-
ily,	 and	 workplace)	 plus	
English	 for	 Speakers	 of	
Foreign	 Languages.	 The	
chapter	 also	 conducted	
round-table	 discussions	
about	 recruiting	 and	
keeping	 volunteers,	 ask-
ing	how	is	your	library	or-
ganized?	Library	software	and	online	catalog	access	
were	discussed.	Local	author	Christi	Kasha	came	to	
talk	about	her	book	Paddling Through Storms	which	
“offers	readers	practical,	real-life	advice	on	how	to	
overcome	the	hardships	encountered	in	life.”

	 At	the	Indiana chapter spring	meeting	there	was	
an	impressive	list	of	topics	presented	by	the	librar-

ian	at	the	Christ	Church	
Cathedral	 where	 the	
meeting	 took	 place.	
One	 current	 topic	 was	
“Bringing Your Library 
into the 21st Century: 
An Interactive Presen-
tation.”	Using	a	variety	
of	 laptop	 computers,	

iPads,	 and	 other	 handheld	 devices,	 the	 group	 ex-
plored	online	 library	 services	 that	 can	be	used	 for	
little	 or	 no	 cash.	 Other	 topics	 were	 creating	 your	
own	 website,	 marketing	 your	 collection,	 utilizing	
ebook	technology,	and	having	a	social	media	pres-
ence.

	 The	 Northeast Ohio	 chapter	 has	 an	 annual	
meeting	for	the	whole	state	and	regional	meetings	
in	 various	 areas	 of	 the	 state.	 This	 method	 seems	
to	work	very	well	and	may	be	worth	a	try	for	CSLA	

members	 in	 other	 areas.	 At	 their	 annual	 spring	
meeting	there	were	two	workshops	of	note. “Get It 
Done!”	(sounds	like	good	advice)	suggests	you	start	
by	capturing	your	“stuff”	in	a	“basket,”	which	could	
be	 a	 folder,	 an	 envelope,	 or	 an	 email—you	 CAN	
send	yourself	an	email.	Divide	the	stuff	into	“multi-
step	projects,”	“someday	maybe,”	and	“things	that	
can	be	done	in	less	than	two	minutes.”	Do	this	last	
group	right	now—make	it	a	habit.	Then	you	can	de-
cide	how	to	act	on	the	others,	possibly	even	dele-
gating	some	of	it	(now,	
there	 is	 a	novel	 idea!). 
“Helping People Use 
Their Talents: Minis-
tering To And Through 
Your Library’s Volun-
teers”	 suggested	 that	
you	 begin	 by	 defining	
your	 work	 situation	
and	 church	 require-
ments.	Next,	 find	 volunteers	 for	 your	 library	 com-
mittee	in	a	variety	of	ways:	pray	them	in,	get	close	
to	 your	 church	membership,	maybe	 find	 someone	
who	 newly	 has	 extra	 time.	 One	 really	 good	 point	
that	 caught	 the	 eye	was	 to	 gather	 around	 you	 IN-
TERESTED	volunteers—STOP	trying	to	convert	unin-
terested	ones.	Ask	for	a	commitment	of	time	with	a	
specific	length	of	time—maybe	a	year?	

Hope this 
gave you some 
thoughts on 
what others 

are doing and 
maybe some 

suggestions to 
use in your own 

meetings.  So 
great to share 
and/or steal 

ideas!
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From the CSLA office

Dear	Friends:

	 	 	 Our	 conference	 in	 Springfield,	
Illinois,	 was	 wonderful!	 We	 were	
small	 in	numbers	but	HUGE	in	our	
response	 to	 all	 our	 workshops,	
tours,	and	speakers!
			I	want	to	thank	all	those	who	made	
the	 sale	 of	 our	 two	 new	 guides—
Resources� Manual� for� Congrega-
tional�Libraries�and�Librarians:�an�
annotated� bibliography,	 by	 Ellen	
Bosman,	 and	 Selecting� a� New� Li-
brary�Cataloging�and�Circulation�Computer�System,	
by	Bill	Doole—a	great	success.	If	you	have	not	ordered	
these	guides	you	are	going	to	want	to	do	so	soon.
			Our	conference	next	year	is	going	to	be	held	July	28-
30,	 2013	 at	 Lake	 Junaluska—a	beautiful	 conference	
center	in	the	mountains	of	North	Carolina.	I	know	that	

it	will	be	a	fantastic	place	to	rejuvenate	
each	 of	 us	 in	 a	 quiet	 and	 beautiful	
setting!	 The	 committee	 has	 already	
put	into	place	some	of	the	workshops,	
tours,	 and	 speakers,	 which	 I	 am	 sure	
will	be	of	interest	to	everyone!
			It	is	again	that	time	of	year	when	we	
need	to	be	thinking	about	getting	our	
membership	 renewal	 sent	 in	 to	 the	
national	office	and	to	your	chapters	as	
well.	 A	 letter	 will	 be	 going	 out	 soon,	
and	we	would	like	each	of	you	not	only	

to	 renew	 your	 own	membership	 but	 also	 to	 go	 out	
into	your	neighborhood	and	invite	the	librarian	from	
another	congregation	to	join	CSLA.	We	have	the	most	
fantastic	information	available	to	help	every	librarian,	
but	so	many	of	them	have	never	heard	of	us—HELP	us	
to	spread	the	news!	 	 	 	 —Judy

CHURCH AND SYNAGOGUE LIBRARY ASSOCIATION
501(c) (3) Tax Deductible Organization

 Membership	Renewal	Form	for	January	1,	2013	–	December	31,	2013
Please send CSLA mail to: ____Home ____Congregation

Name ______________________________________________________________ _________     Circle	One
               Individual - $50
Address______________________________________________________________________     Individual Canadian - $55usd
               *Congregational - $70
City________________________ State_____ Zip+4__________________________________     *Canadian/International - $75usd
               Student - $20
Congregation__________________________________________________________________     *Affiliate - $100

Address ______________________________________________________________________     Contribution to CSLA $ ______

City____________________________________State_____Zip+4________________________    Total	Enclosed	$	__________

Phone – Home____________________________ Congregational ________________________    $15 charge for returned checks

Fax____________________________ E-mail_________________________________________    Mail to:  CSLA
               10157	SW	Barbur	Blvd	#102C
Student-Name of School ___________________________________Graduation Date_________    Portland	OR	97219-5957

Credit Card # _______________________________________Expiration date _______________
  We accept Visa / MasterCard

*Duplicate form to add as many individuals to your Congregational or Affiliate membership as desired. Congregational & Affiliate memberships 
now cover unlimited number of individuals as approved by your committee or group.
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Executive Committee
Evelyn Pockrass president

Vacant first vice president,
president elect

David Reid second vice president, 
membership

Dick Burghduff  treasurer
Marjorie Smink past president, 

personnel, nominations
Cheryl Cutchin chapters coordinator

Marianne Stowers
2012 conference chair

Committee Chairs
Glenda Strombom awards 

Alrene Hall continuing education, 
correspondence course

Pat Shufeldt finance
Vacant fund raising

Vacant nominations & elections
Vacant publications

CSLA Representatives
Vera G. Hunter center for the book

Staff and Other
Judy Janzen administrator

Dottie Lewis archives coordinator
Tom Fountain  financial assistant

Jeri Zulli  publications editor
Monica Tenney  media review editor

Aaron Gurin  webmaster

www.cslainfo.org
10157 SW Barbur Blvd, #102C

Portland OR 97219

Telephone 503-244-6919, 800-LIB-CSLA
Facsimile 503-977-3734

E-mail csla@worldaccessnet.com

      SPECIAL FOR CSLA….PICK YOUR PROGRAM… 
Then take 50% off the price to help us  

celebrate our 30th year! 

***     CATALOG CARD CREATOR            $115   was $229 
(Prints catalog card sets or singles and label sets.   Pre-formatted,  
you select type size, style.)  Complete with 100 sheet package of 3 
cards on a sheet catalog cards… 
 

 

***    COMPUTER ACCESS CATALOG   $245    was $489 
(Catalog, easiest multi-field searching, prints label sets and lists)  
 

 

 ***  The CIRCULATION DESK                  $300  was $599 
(Circulation System, catalog, easiest multi-field searching, overdue  
management, prints label sets and lists) 
 

*** These programs also available in versions that print
catalog card sets or singles and label sets.    
 Pre-formatted,  you select type size, style.)  
 

      EASY TO LEARN… 
         EASY TO USE… 
              AFFORDABLE ! 

              Serving the Church and Synagogue  
          Library Community for more than 30 years 

 

RIGHT ON PROGRAMS 
27 Bowdon Road 

Huntington  NY  11740 

 631-424-7777  FAX: 424-7207 
email: 

friends@rightonprograms.com 

  CONTACT US………. 
 for a complete,  

fully functioning, 
DEMO program….    

FREE! 
 

Try Before You Buy! 

Time to AUTOMATE 
your CHURCH LIBRARY! 

 

The time is RIGHT! 
 

      The price is RIGHT! 
 

       The software is from 
       RIGHT ON PROGRAMS! 
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