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Giving the Gift of Reading
is at the Heart of 

Congregational Librarianship
Recently, while leafing through comments made 

by students in an annual reading incentive program 
sponsored by the Religious School and Temple Library 
of Indianapolis Hebrew Congregation, our attention 
was directed to  a carefully printed note from a 
kindergartner.  “It was a fun story,” she wrote, adding, 
“it was the first book I read all 
by myself.” What a wonderful, 
refreshing endorsement 
for a program that aims 
to help students enhance 
their reading skills and gain 
knowledge about their 
religious faith in a voluntary, 
pleasant manner.

At Indianapolis Hebrew 
Congregation (IHC) we are 
just concluding our twentieth yearly program. Many 
churches have summer reading programs and may be 
in the process of planning for them now. Whatever 
the name and whenever the timing of the program, 
there are some general procedures you may want to 
follow; here are some suggestions and insights.
Ø Have a clear vision of the program’s purpose. 

Usually, the goal is to encourage participants to de-
velop knowledge about their faith, enhance literacy 
and welcome congregants of all ages to the library.

Ø If possible, find a partner. An additional spon-
sor, such as the education ministry or an adult group, 
will give more visibility and lend more financial and 
creative resources.
Ø Reading incentive programs are often focused 

on children of a designated age group but could also 
include adults or families.
ØFor many, summer 

provides the best timing, al-
though your program could 
be planned for any time dur-
ing the year. The starting and 
ending dates should be maxi-
mized for your congregation.
ØWhen possible, have a 

kick-off and/or closing event. 
Summer programs frequently feature ice cream or 
other treats.
ØReading programs have themes. They may be 

related to something biblical or spiritual or be part of 
a congregation’s faith or local history.
ØTry to schedule a literary activity with the 

program. Consider inviting a storyteller or a local 
author/special person in the congregation to spend 
time with the participants.
ØPublicize the program in your congregation’s 

Reading Incentive 
Programs enliven our 
library offerings and 

make lifetime readers out 
of our younger members
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From The President’s Desk...
Dear CSLA friends,
Suddenly it is spring and with it has come the realization that when I fill out the registration 

form for the 2013 Church and Synagogue Library Association Conference it will be the seventeenth 
consecutive conference that I have attended. Who knew, back in 1997 when I was president of 
the Indiana Chapter and thought it would be a good idea to attend the conference as a chapter 
representative, that all these years later I would still be attending and enjoying?

Every conference is different—and that is the way it should be. Reminiscing about all 
the wonderful workshops, exhibits, speakers, awards banquets, entertainment, and tours—
as well as the devoted congregational librarians I have met—my mind takes me back to 
Philadelphia, hearing Jerry Spinelli speak in 1997 and being mesmerized. I also remember meeting librarians from 
all over the country and suddenly not feeling alone in congregational library work. Excellent conferences followed 
in:  Cleveland (remember the “bridges”?), Orlando (a workshop led by Charles Snyder), Kansas City (who could forget 
Walter Wangerin’s hour-long presentation?), Atlanta (there was a power outage but the speaker continued as though 
nothing had happened), Washington, D.C. (a tour of the Library of Congress), Milwaukee (great tours and workshops), 
our own Indiana Chapter hosting in 2004 (Rabbi Sandy Sasso and Philip Gulley were featured speakers and we had a 
great conference committee), Portland (got to meet Eric Kimmel, a favorite writer of children’s books), back to the East 
Coast and Greensboro, North Carolina (with the superbly funny Ann B. Ross), Philadelphia (for the majestic fortieth 
anniversary of CSLA and the electrifying speech by Dr. Tony Campolo), Greenville, South Carolina (closing speaker was 
the thought-provoking Charles Kimball), up north to Canton, Ohio (visiting the First Ladies Museum), down to Houston 
(a visit the incredible library at Champion Forest Baptist Church), north again to Washington, D.C. (morning tours 
included treasured time at the National Archives), and last year at another capital, Springfield, Illinois (for the warmth 
of the Land of Lincoln filled with history, speakers, entertainment, and delightful workshops).  Being members of CSLA 
enabled us to crisscross the United States and discover the best of all worlds in congregational librarianship.

What awaits us now for 2013? Again, something completely different. We are not going to a big city or a capital 
city. CSLA is guiding us to Lake Junaluska, North Carolina, at the United Methodist Conference and Retreat Center, 
where we can relax, learn, and refresh ourselves.  The forty-sixth annual CSLA conference, July 28-30, is located in a 
scenic area with comfortable facilities and unique resources to cater to all our needs. The conference committee, co-
chaired by Marjorie Smink and Naomi Kaufmann, has been diligent in its efforts to provide our members with another 
outstanding get-together. Details are in 2013 issues of Congregational Libraries Today, or you may just click on www.
cslainfo.org to learn more about where we will stay (Lambuth Inn has been designated a National Historic Landmark), 
the workshops, the speakers, the exhibits, the tours, the entertainment, and the camaraderie that are all part of this 
exciting and inspiring event.
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A New CSLA Guide for YOU
Sarah Meghan Harper’s bibliography for CSLA, HELPING THOSE 
WHO HURT, is a blessed gift to those who need material to 
help people dealing with difficulties not of the ordinary kind. The 
congregations we serve have many of these trying times. Many of our 
old standbys no longer fit these times. With excellent research and 

beautiful annotations, Dr. Harper has given us an abundance of ideas in several media types to 
assist not only the hurting people, but also those who help the hurting. With useful and to-the-
point subject headings, this will be a wonderful resource for congregational librarians and their 
patrons. Such headings as addictions, adoptions and foster care, bullying, grief and loss, jail, 
hope, prayer and faith are divided into two major sections—one for children and one for teens. 
There are also lists of valuable websites.

Dr. Harper is an associate professor at Kent State University in Kent, Ohio. She serves 
as the coordinator of the school library program and currently teaches three courses in the 
area of youth services in the School of Library and Information Science. As you can see, she is 
well qualified to advise on the subject at hand.  29 pp. $14 [$12 members] $4 postage 

There is much to look forward to: having a lake on the 
premises, taking a break from the hustle and bustle of city 
life (at least for those who live in urban communities), being 
close to nature in all its beauty, and being with religious 
librarians who know and understand our questions and 
comments. Whether we are seasoned congregational 
librarians or just starting out in this monumental mission 

to enhance the work of each of our congregations and 
faiths, the CSLA conference has so much to offer. So 
register now!

I look forward to seeing you in Lake Junaluska and to 
our “suddenly” meeting and greeting one another.

Blessings to all.
—Evelyn Pockrass, epockrass@iquest.net

  A Special Thank You
Thanks to Dorothy (Dottie) Lewis for her time on the CSLA Board as publications 

chair. She began this job with the third issue in 2009 and is now taking a well-
deserved retirement from this position. During her time as chair, she was 
responsible for four new guides: 

Helping Those Who Hurt: An Annotated Bibliography for Congregational 
Libraries�Serving Teens and Children, by Sarah Meghan Harper. 

Planning a Congregational Archives Center, by Curtis D. Howard, PhD
Resources Manual for Congregational Libraries: An Annotated Bibliography, by Ellen Bosman.
Selecting a New Library Cataloging and Circulation Computer System, by Bill Doole.
She will continue to work on the revision of four additional guides.
As a long time member of CSLA, she has filled many jobs, starting with the presidency 1996-97.  She then 

began the task of being the archives coordinator. Dottie has traveled to the Portland office on many occasions 
through the years to work on the ever-growing collection of archives. 

She also held several positions in the North Carolina chapter of CSLA until it became inactive in 2012. 
Dottie remains an active member of the library committee at First Baptist Church in Martinsville, Virginia. 

She and her husband David live in Virginia with their three Jack Russell Terriers. 
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bulletin, e-mails, and/or library page, and on posters 
and signs—everywhere you can.
ØBrainstorm with your committee or volunteers 

about all the details. If prizes are involved, determine 
how many books should be read to earn a prize. Of 
course, the greatest reward for participants is the 
sense of accomplishment and the knowledge gained.
ØTrack each child’s progress by keeping careful 

records.
ØAnnounce the results and honor all participants.
ØFind a format that will 

work for you and your con-
gregation. Every library’s sit-
uation is different. Although 
this is not an expensive pro-
gram it still may entail costs. 
Enlist as many volunteers as 
you can and enjoy the results.

For Indianapolis Hebrew 
Congregation, the reading 
incentive program resulted 
from a suggestion of the 
religious school commit-
tee in 1994.  The initial pro-
posal—to have the program 
run throughout the religious 
school year—was imprac-
tical.  Based on Temple Li-
brary’s experience of marked 
increases in circulation ev-
ery February (the shortest 
month, the most books bor-
rowed!), we suggested plan-
ning the program for about 
ten weeks from January through March. This timing 
has worked exceptionally well, and when Sunday 
classes have been cancelled due to weather or spe-
cial programming, the ending date has been extend-
ed to early April.

The first year our theme was Noah A Jewish Book 
and the program focused on children in kindergarten 
through seventh grade.  Due to the structure of 
our Sunday curriculum, most of the participants 
are in grades kindergarten through fourth, as those 
grades come to the library on Sundays periodically 
for storytelling and borrowing books. Many students 
come to the library to check books out at other times 
as well.  Summer reading programs and those in 

conjunction with Bible Schools could schedule their 
times accordingly.

There had been discussion about including 
parents in the program.  The one year that was 
included and publicized, only one parent took part. 
However, we often include four-year-old  pre-school 
siblings, so that when they are in kindergarten they 
are acquainted with the instructions.

Volunteers help with the tracking of records. 
During the course of the program, a reading incentive 
card is put in the book pocket of each borrowed book. 

The card contains space for 
the child’s name, grade, the 
book title, the author, and 
whether or not the child 
likes or dislikes the book and 
why. Parents sign the card 
and return it to the book 
pocket for the volunteers 
to record information. On 
separate sheets for each 
child, volunteers mark the 
child’s name, grade, teacher 
and room, category and book 
title, author, date submitted, 
and whether a prize has been 
given. Prizes can be selected 
for every four young children’s 
books (books with yellow 
protectors on the spine labels) 
or two youth books (red 
labels on the spine). There is 
no limit to how many books a 
child can read. We have never 
given awards to a child who 

reads the “most books.” Every child who participates 
receives a certificate at the end of the year. Since 2008, 
every grade that reads sixty or more books has a pizza 
party at the end of the school year.

Our prizes are trinkets that can be purchased 
through religious vendors and include items such 
as stickers, jigsaw puzzles, wipe-off slates, rulers 
(containing Hebrew alphabet or holiday graphics), 
sand art, velvet art, scratch-off items, and crafts with 
religious symbols. In addition, for the past several 
years we have added books to the prize selection. 
Luckily our congregation’s sisterhood grants the 
religious school funds to purchase items such as 
these so the library has not had any expense.

A seven-foot “dinosaur” visits Indianapolis 
Hebrew Congregation’s kick-off for Jewish 
Books are Dino-Mite, January 2013.
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After the volunteers record all the books returned 
each Sunday, the librarian reviews the cards, checks 
that each card’s information is recorded for that date 
and adds the teacher’s name and room on the child’s 
sheet—and tallies all the numbers. The librarian 
notifies the school director of the weekly statistics, 
and after a few weeks we also do a breakdown of the 
number of participants in each grade. The director 
informs the teachers, who encourage their students 
to read and report. Publicity is placed in IHC’s monthly 
bulletin and a flyer is sent to school families via e-mail.

All participants are honored at a year-end 
assembly. As their names are called, students fill 
the steps in front of the sanctuary, culminating in 
a very touching moment. We average about eighty 
students a year reading approximately three 
hundred books!

Suggestions for themes are in the sidebar. IHC’s 
2013 theme was Jewish Books Are Dino-Mite and 
the kick-off included a seven-foot dinosaur.  The 
director wrote a short skit and rented a costume, 
worn by a student assistant, much to the delight of 
parents, students, and younger siblings. So, hats off 
to kindergartners and others who read the first books 
by themselves when their houses of worship offered 
reading incentive programs.

January 20-April 14, 2013 

9 Sh’vat—4 Iyar 5773 

20th Annual Reading Incentive Program 
For Religious School Students Grades K-7 

Questions:  Contact Evelyn Pockrass (IHC 
librarian) at 255-6647 x217 or Marcia 
Goldstein (RS Director) at 255-6647 x213.   
 
Carpool parents:  If students in your car-
pool need to choose a prize, please give 
them a few minutes to do so after dis-
missal.  Thank you!  

 
HOW THE PROGRAM WORKS: 
 Select an age appropriate Children’s or Youth book from the IHC library. 
 Read and enjoy it! 
 Complete a “Jewish Books are Dino-Mite” card placed in the book pocket whenever you check out a 

book.  Have your parent sign it, return the card to the book pocket, and leave the book on the desig-
nated table in the foyer. 

 On Sundays, from 10:30-11:00 a.m. check with the volunteers at the book table in the foyer to see if 
you are eligible for a prize.  Earn a prize for every four Children’s books (yellow label) or every two 
Youth books (red label) that you read.  There is no limit to the number of prizes you can earn. 

 All participants receive a certificate at the end of the school year. 
 Any grade that reads 60 or more books will have a pizza party on April 28th! 
 

Hint: Doing a book report for secular school?  Choose a Jewish book and get credit in both schools! 

 

Information for this article is based on resources 
found on the National Church Library Association 
website and the experiences of Indianapolis Hebrew 
Congregation. Contact us with questions or if you 
would like to tell CSLA members about your reading 
program. What a special way to bring joy to children, 
their parents, and their faith, exemplifying the value of 
a congregational library!

—Evelyn Pockrass, Librarian, Indianapolis Hebrew 
Congregation, evelynp@ihcindy.org

Promotional Flyer for Jewish 
Books are Dino-Mite.

SIDEBAR:  Themes for a 
Reading Incentive Program

Themes can be adapted for your own faith 
and needs. Listed below are themes used 
by Indianapolis Hebrew Congregation (IHC) 
chronologically since 1994. One theme was used 
twice. Participation in the program has varied from 
year-to-year; our highest was in 2001, when we had 
113 students reporting on 512 books.

Noah Jewish Book [theme repeated]
Welcome to Judaic Park where Jewish Books are 

not Extinct!
Jerusalem Jones and the Treasures of Jewish 

Books
Moses Proposes:  Let My People Read!
Bounce into Jewish Books [basketball theme]
I Dig Jewish Books!
Harry Potter Says...Jewish Books Are Magical!
Wave a Flag for Jewish Books!
Chai Five…for Jewish Books  [Chai is the Hebrew 

word for life and is also Hebrew for 18]
A New World of Jewish Books...Celebrate 350 

Years of Jews in America
Super Kids Read…Super Jewish Books!
IHC Leads...IHC Reads…Happy 150th Anniversary!
Happy Books…Tapping into Jewish Stories [a 

Happy Feet theme]
Book-It for Israel:  Celebrating Israel’s 60th Birthday
Transform Your World—Read Jewish Books [a 

Transformer theme]
Max Out with Jewish Books—Let the Wild Rumpus 

Begin! [based on Maurice Sendak’s Where The 
Wild Things Are—we have the book in Hebrew]

IHC Hard Hat Zone:  Building Jewish Readers [our 
building was being renovated]

Super Reading Bowl 2012 [Indianapolis hosted the 
Super Bowl]

Jewish Books Are Dino-Mite
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What could be more heartwarming to a librarian than 
storytelling? An historic Cherokee country setting holds 
thousands of stories, both sad and happy, that will make 
your heart glad you came. Do not hesitate any longer 
to register for the 46th National CSLA Conference, July 
28-31, 2013. 

The Great Smoky Mountains, rich with the history 
and lore of Cherokee, is the perfect backdrop to a time 
of ENRICHMENT, REFLECTION, AND RENEWAL you will 
not soon forget. The conference promises engaging 
speakers, skill-based and informational workshops, time 
for fellowship and creating friendships, moments of 
spiritual renewal—all in the wonderful accommodations 
of the Lambuth Inn, the focal point of Lake Junaluska 
Conference & Retreat Center.

The story begins on Saturday, July 27, with a pre-
conference day filled with visits to congregational libraries 
in the nearby town of Waynesville;  a trolley tour of Lake 
Junaluska libraries, museums, and gardens; and an original 
drama of the life of Bishop Walter Russell Lambuth, a 
lifelong missionary who is memorialized by Lambuth Inn. 
The Rev. Ashley Calhoun, retired United Methodist pastor, 
portrays the Bishop, who established hospitals in China 
and founded mission work in Japan and other countries. 
He served many years on mission boards and engaged in 
ecumenical causes in the United States.

The official opening of the conference, Sunday, July 
28,  will feature the upbeat author and motivational 

speaker, Nancy Robinson Masters. She honors librarians 
who gave her “freedom to read ’em.” The day climaxes 
with the spirited performance of Sarah and Thom 
Howard, a husband-and-wife duo who use stories and 
music to get the audience up on their feet to dance.  

The conference, from beginning to end, is packed with 
workshops to enhance your skills and help you broaden 
your library collection with books and media that will 
serve the needs and interests of your congregation. A 
variety of workshops on timely topics is offered:  web-
based cataloging, books and media for all age groups, 
social media, archival practices, special collections on 
religious humor, worship resources, and environmental 
consciousness, as well as novel activities such as creating 
activity bags for children and Biblical gardens.

Two outstanding speakers have been engaged to 
deepen your experience at the conference. After lunch 
on Monday, Missy Buchanan, a popular conference/
retreat leader, will give her listeners a “holy nudge” and 
provide them with a dose of spiritual encouragement to 
lead them to meaningful direction in their lives. She has 

Make Your Plans 
to Attend CSLA’s 

Annual Conference

Rev. Ashley Calhoun portrays 
Bishop Walter Russell Lambeth

The Great Smokey Mountains



  second issue  |  2013    7

Karen Greenwaldt

written articles and books on aging and faith, one 
appropriately titled Don’t Write My Obituary Just Yet:  
Inspiring Faith Stories for Older Adults. Her humor and 
storytelling skill invite audiences of all ages to think anew 
about growing older. Recently she was a presenter in a 
webinar to provide clergy and professionals a spiritual 
framework for ministry with older adults with a segment 
titled “Aging as Personal Journey.”  Buchanan also co-
authored My Story, My Song with Robin Roberts, co-
anchor of Good Morning America, and Robin’s mother 
Lucimarian Roberts.

Monday evening’s after dinner speaker is Karen 
Greenwaldt, a long-time staff executive of the General 

Missy Buchanan

Board of Discipleship in the United Methodist Church. 
Her published work includes Singles Care for One 
Another, For Everything There is a Season, and many 
articles. Praised for having “steadfastly led the UMC’s 
ministry of equipping disciples to help God change the 
world,” she finds excitement in seeing evidence of faith 
formation in people, especially in working with young 
adults. Her work does not keep her from pursuing her 
fabric and bead art, creating jewelry, brooches, dolls, 
teddy bears, and flower arrangements. 

The most moving of all the stories comes at the close 
of the conference when Freeman Owle, a member of 
the Cherokee Nation, tells about the “Cherokee of 
Yesterday and Today.”  On the Cherokee tour following 
his presentation, his stories will come to life as you visit 
the Cherokee Museum and the Oconaluftee Village.  
You will see firsthand the home of the eastern band of 
the Cherokee and learn of the resilience of these folk, 
forced from their land but never losing their love of the 
earth and their Creator. Their descendants who live in 
the land today give profound evidence of that strength, 
especially in the drama, “Unto These Hills,” presented at 
the end of the day by the Cherokee people. You will take 
their stories with you as a lasting memory of the 46th 
National CSLA Conference.

From the Inn’s front porch rocking chair to the leisurely 
walk on the lake path to the inspirational speakers, 
authors, and workshop leaders—along with the added 
tours—this conference is an event you do not want to 
miss. Bring the family to enjoy this exciting event with 
you. Plan to extend your stay to take advantage of what 
the Great Smoky Mountain area has to offer.

—Verna Colliver, vcolliver@dwcnet.org

Conference information 
and registration form may be 

downloaded at:
www.cslainfo.org
or you may email:

csla@worldaccessnet.com
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Library Limelight
keep yours in the center

Mary Engelbreit is a favorite children’s author 
and illustrator who all you children’s book lovers 
will know. She illustrated a book (authored by 
Melissa Hart) entitled, 101 Ways to Love a Book. 
In cataloging it for the library,  I was struck by the 
number of ideas in it that could easily become 
bulletin boards or displays. Remembering that 
every presentation needs a header/title, here are a 
few of the ideas that our library plans to use:

Never Leave Home Without One will have a 
selection of book bags, such as children carry, and 

adult-type totes filled with 
books. This can be done as 
display or with those T-pins 
we are always encouraging 
pinned to a bulletin board. If 
the display items turn out to 
be too heavy, pictures from 
catalogs will be most colorful. 
It is permissible for you to copy 

book jacket covers ONCE to use in a display, as 
long as you destroy them after use. However, your 
display will be more attention-getting if you use 
real objects.

Where Are These Characters? Make a series 
of “Wanted” posters of historical people—or 
storybook characters, or novel characters—and 
describe each vividly 
from descriptions in 
their books. If you use 
not-so-famous people 
pictures, it might 
make people come and look up the books to see 
who’s who! If you stick “Wanted” signs all around 
the board with just descriptions for clues, it will 
also get people to come and see who they can find 
in the library.

Create a set of travel brochures or posters 
with pictures downloaded from the internet that 

describe exotic places in 
various books. These can be 
real places in fiction as well 
as non-fiction. This will be a 
great way to show off your 
travel books. Many authors 
have a series of books set 
in very different and vividly 
described settings. You may have DVDs of the Holy 
Land or other well-traveled places to add to this 
presentation.

Whose Are These? Make a scrapbook-type 
display by gathering objects (or pictures of 

objects) that are the marks 
of certain book characters, or 
famous people, or authors—
for example, a collection of 
farm animals and a picture of 
a stone wall can be used to 
suggest James Herriot. You 
can create a sort of map that 
makes each clue a little closer 

to the person’s identity, or you can just lay the 
objects at random and let onlookers guess. If you 
do displays you can use an actual scrapbook with 
the objects sticking out. In the background of the 
bulletin board/display you can feature any books.

As none of these themes are seasonal, here is 
an opportunity to use whatever seasonal materials 
you have that may not actually relate to the media 
you are presenting. For balance to the eye, all 
types of displays need some small items such as 
leaves, flowers (it is Spring!), very small storybook 
characters, miniature books, scraps of material, 
scarves, or similar things to give the presentation 
“punch.” Do not get carried away with these items, 
however; the books, videos, DVDs, and CDs are 
what we are promoting!                                        

—Dottie Lewis, deglewis@gmail.com 
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Don’t Forget...
When you sign into THE

 

USe:

The WBP just gets better and better!  We all love it, but CSLA does not get a share unless 
you put on your order!

We have Mother’s Day coming soon, and graduations, and the 
wedding season is upon us. WBP has many gifts you can buy to 
help you with all those gifts.
Here’s a great kitchen shower gift.  Bet there won’t be one 
of these at that party—gift baskets overflowing with beans, 
cornbread mix, tea, cookie mix, dip mixes, and about anything you 
could wish to give to that happy couple.

Have you seen the handmade jewelry? All of it is quite lovely 
and each piece is unique. A great graduation gift for some lucky 
person on your list.

The women now have a whole 
selection of gluten-free products—
cornbread, soup, chili, salsa, and fajita 
mixes.  Tastes like summer!

www.womensbeanproject.com

“CSLA13”

“CSLA13”
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Chapter Chatter

Northeastern Ohio  On October 19, 2012, the 
fall meeting of the Youngstown/Warren Area 
chapter was held at the Storybook Museum 
located in Salem, Ohio. This special museum, 
according to the director, Elizabeth Thatcher, 
“offers a wonderful opportunity for people in the 
community to experience fine art and notable 
books from children’s literature.” The chapter 
program featured Ginger Grilli, 
who provided attendees with tips 
on how to conduct a successful 
story time—the main points: 
select two or three books that 
support a theme, follow up the 
reading with a craft based on 
the theme, and be sure to ask 
the children questions about the 
books and the theme.

In memoriam: We remember 
Helen Stahler, who passed away 
on June 20, 2102, in Akron, Ohio. 
She was a very active chapter 
member, specializing in cataloging 
procedures and, more importantly, in encouraging 
others. Our prayers go out to her family and to her 
CSLA colleagues.

Connie Altomare shares a useful website: Novel 
Crossing (www.novelcrossing.com), providing the 
latest on Christian fiction from all publishing houses.

Indiana  This chapter’s fall workshop had the 
theme of READecorating Your Library. 
The first presentation was by Christine Sterle on 
the topic of weeding—the removal of materials no 
longer of use. She emphasized ongoing collection 
development and having clear, well-written 
policies for the maintenance of your library. 
The second presentation featured Roberta Ash, 
who shared ideas from the 2012 CSLA national 
conference. The workshop took place on October 
20, 2012, at the North United Methodist Church in 
Indianapolis.

San Jose Bay Area  Sharing of church promotional 
materials, such as bookmarks, articles, and posters 
as well as the review of books about the Amish 
made up the program of the January 28, 2013, 
meeting of the SJBA members. The latter topic 
served as a lead-in to the chapter’s annual spring 
meeting on March 11, 2013. The featured speaker 
is best-selling author Suzanne Woods Fisher, who 

has written both fiction and non-
fiction works about the Amish.  
For more information about 
this author, please go to www.
suzannewoodsfisher.com. This 
looks to be an interesting and 
enjoyable event!

Chapter member Marjorie Cook 
has worked for Wycliffe Bible 
Translators, living for a time in the 
Philippines.  Her recent newsletter 
included the following:  “I think 
the most exciting news from 
Wycliffe Bible Translators is that 
there are now 2075 translations 

in progress (not all being done by Wycliffe,) with 
1967 languages yet to go. This is exciting because 
it is the first time that the number has dropped to 
below 2000 languages without God’s Word. ‘The 
truth is marching on ….’”

Recently, the chapter included members’ 
library annual reports in a newsletter. Does your 
library produce an annual report?  If so, what does 
it include, and why? Sharing reports with others 
in your chapter is sure to spark a good discussion 
on the make-up of a good report, metrics, telling 
the library’s story, and generating publicity.

If you have news to share with CSLA in addition 
to what is covered in your chapter’s newsletter, 
please send it me for inclusion in the next issue of 
Congregational Libraries Today.  Thanks!

—Marcia Trauernicht, marciatmail@gmail.com
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The CSLA Virtual Chapter!
Don’t have a chapter near you?

Need somone to talk to?
Have a great idea for congregational libraries?

Need a problem solved?  
Just want to vent?

Need to brainstorm?

No boundaries!        Meet anytime!

In 2010, the CSLA Virtual Chapter was created  to provide an 
outlet for members who are not located near a chapter—and for 
anyone who wants to network with others, give and get advice on 

working in congregational libraries, brainstorm new ideas, learn about 
new developments in the library world, solve problems and encourage 
creativity, all in a flexible and accommodating online environment. What 
could be easier?

Dawn Domans graciously agreed to lead this initial effort. Through her 
leadership, the chapter has increased its membership. Now she is ready for 
another to take over and coordinate the Virtual Chapter and its activities. 
Will you be the one to work with an enthusiastic and eager group to 
develop CSLA’s outreach in this new arena? Having co-coordinators is a 
definite option, too!

Interested in learning more?
Please contact Dawn Domans at butterfliesarefree2@verizon.net.

CSLA Virtual Chapter Update:
We Need You!
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The Bible
A Cultural Handbook to 
the Bible 
John J. Pilch. & Eerdmans, 2012. 307p. 
$26.00, paperback. 1  ISBN: 978-0-8028-
6720-9. -  Available as an ebook. 8  www.
eerdmans.com 5  220.9  Bible—Hand-
books, manuals, etc.
John J. Pilch’s A Cultural Handbook 

to the Bible is a solid reference work 
with many surprises for the discern-
ing reader. Discussion of the chang-
ing understanding through the bibli-
cal era of terms like sheol, Hades, and 
hell is outstanding. The importance 
of honor in the Middle East receives 

extensive treatment. There are lighter topics; Pilch discusses 
entertainments such as games, music, and sports.
The treatment of the Samaritan woman at the well, whose 

name in the Eastern church is Photina, meaning “light,” is reveal-
ing. Also illuminating is the detailed discussion of some of the 
parables of Jesus. Pilch reminds western readers to approach 
these stories from the point of view of a Middle Eastern peasant 
of the first century.

Each chapter ends with a good bibliography. One need not 
read this book from cover to cover; readers can engage its 
contents at almost any point. The dense text, however, requires 
work. Nevertheless, A Cultural Handbook to the Bible merits 
close attention. Highly recommended for clergy, seminarians, 
and other students of the Bible.   —Forrest Rice

Everyday Matters Bible 
for Women: Practical 
Encouragement to Make 
Every Day Matter. Rev ed.
& Hendrickson, 2012. 1603p. $44.95, 
hardcover. 1  ISBN: 978-1-59856-705-2. 
-  Available as an ebook. 8  www.hen-
drickson.com 5  220.52083  Bible.  Chris-
tian women—Religious life. 

With its title, Everyday Matters Bible 
for Women claims its audience and 
its purpose. Articles by more than 
one hundred writers (male and fe-
male) focus on twenty-four spiritual 

disciplines and practices, including fasting, solitude, prayer, ac-
ceptance, hospitality, and mentoring. Colorful icons represent 
various disciplines, and each gets a four-pronged treatment 
that focuses on day-to-day challenges: Everyday Matters, Every-
day Profiles, Everyday Reflections, and Everyday Q&As. 
The attractive floral design on the cover invites the reader 

in, where tinted pages await. As with many Bibles, the print 
is small. The version is the New Living Translation. Each book 
of the Bible is preceded by an introduction, and there are 
scripture references, brief definitions, and other helpful notes 
throughout. An index lists appropriate scriptures for each of the 
featured disciplines; a list of contributors gives brief informa-
tion about the writers.
The message of encouragement and the style in which it is 

presented make Everyday Matters Bible for Women a welcome 
addition to church libraries. It will make a fine donation in 
honor or memory of a loved one.    —Carolyn Egolf

Story of Stories: A Guided Tour 
from Genesis to Revelation
Karen Lee-Thorp. &  InterVarsity, 2012. 
366p. $18.00, paperback. 1  ISBN: 978-
0-8308-5816-3. -  Available as an ebook. 
8  www.ivpress.com 5  220.95  Bible 
stories.
The Bible can be difficult reading. 

Karen Lee-Thorp does not intend for 
her Story of Stories to replace that 
essential text; she hopes it will moti-
vate us to read the Bible and value its 
wonders even more. 

Lee-Thorp, author of numerous 
Bible studies, does an admirable job 

of retelling the major stories of the Bible, from the Creation in 
Genesis to the apocalyptic visions of Revelation. Lee-Thorp’s 
text is easy to read, lively, and occasionally humorous, with a 
flow that draws the reader along these stories of God’s relation-
ship with humankind. 

In the Old Testament chapters, Lee-Thorp’s Christian per-
spective is clear; she often foreshadows the coming of Christ. 
Chapters close with “Questions for Reflection and Discussion.” 
The book ends with a leader’s guide, timeline, black-and-white 
maps of Bible lands then and now, notes on the text, extensive 
subject index, and scripture index. Scriptural quotations are 
from the New International Version. 

Church librarians will want to recommend this book to seekers 
and new Christians who find the Bible daunting. For Christians 
already familiar with these tales, Story of Stories will refresh and 

new media for your library
fresh citations

Our reviews now include 
information on ebooks. 
Look for this symbol: -
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     reviews

deepen their appreciation. Two earlier editions, published by 
NavPress in the early nineties, are long out of print. This new 
release from InterVarsity is highly recommended for church 
libraries.    —Monica Tenney 

The Dead Sea Scrolls and the 
Bible
James C. VanderKam. & Eerdmans, 
2012. 188p. $25.00, paperback. 1  ISBN: 
978-0-8028-6679-0. 8  www.eerdmans.
com 1  221.4’4  Dead Sea Scrolls.  Dead 
Sea Scrolls—Relation to Old Testa-
ment.  Dead Sea Scrolls—Relation to 
New Testament.  Judaism—History—
Post-exilic period, 586 B.C.-210 A.D.
The Dead Sea Scrolls continue to 

fascinate people. These ancient 
scrolls from just before the time of 
Jesus and the destruction of the 
Jerusalem Temple offer a picture of 

one part of the Jewish community at a time of transition. They 
reveal inter-group tensions of the day as well as speculations 
about the appearance of a messiah.
James VanderKam offers a useful summary of current 

scholarship on the scrolls. Originally presented as lectures at 
Oxford University, these studies examine the links between 
the scrolls and both the Hebrew Bible and the New Testament. 
VanderKam illustrates various ways in which the scrolls and 
other texts relate to one another. I was particularly interested 
in his chapter that considers which ancient texts functioned 
as authoritative for the scroll writers.
These essays provide a substantial overview. They are ac-

cessible and will enhance the reader’s understanding of the 
many ways in which these scrolls open windows on the world 
of the ancient Jewish community. —Rabbi Louis A. Rieser 

The Queen You Thought You Knew: Unmasking 
Esther’s Hidden Story
David Fohrman. &  OU Press, 2011. 162p. $24.95, hardcover. 1  ISBN: 
978-09832690-1-4. -  Available as an ebook. 8  www.ou.org 
1  222.9  Bible. O.T. Esther—Criticism, interpretation, etc.
The Book of Esther, with its foolish king, evil minister, and 

heroic queen, masquerades as a children’s tale. Of course 
there must be more, or it would not have been included in 
the Hebrew Bible. What else is here?

The Queen You Thought You Knew is a clever and engaging 
volume that ranks among the most interesting commentar-
ies I have read. It begins with a simple premise: that surprises 
are waiting for those who read carefully enough. Rabbi David 
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Fohrman reads carefully and walks the reader through the book 
to reveal profound lessons within Esther’s story. 
This is a deductive exercise, one that Sherlock Holmes would 

appreciate. Fohrman notes simple clues. He points out, for 
instance, that the story goes on long past the obvious denoue-
ment when the evil Haman is killed, and he asks why. Fohrman 
connects the events of Esther’s story with other happenings 
in the Hebrew Bible and discovers a message of redemption 
that links the opening stories of Genesis with this tale, among 
the last to be added to the Bible. Readers will ask: “Why didn’t I 
think of that?” 

Accessible, well written, engaging, and highly recommended.
    —Rabbi Louis A. Rieser 

The American Bible Challenge: 
A Daily Reader: Volume 1
Troy Schmidt. & Thomas Nelson, 2013. 
161p. $15.99, hardcover. 1  ISBN: 978-0-
8499-4755-1. 8  www.thomasnelson.com 
5  220.07  Bible—Miscellanea.

When television’s Game Show 
Network began airing The American 
Bible Challenge in 2012, it had an 
instant hit. Now in its second season, 
the show has spawned this book 
tie-in, a nine-week daily reader with 
questions to test Christians’ Bible 
knowledge.
The book’s author is Troy Schmidt, a 

Baptist pastor and writer for the television show. Comedian Jeff 
Foxworthy, the show’s amiable host, contributes the foreword. 

Each daily entry begins with a suggested passage (not printed 
in the book—readers will need to have their Bibles at hand). 
Then comes Schmidt’s text, in which he muses on the scrip-
ture and suggests its applications to modern life. The tone is 
light-hearted, with plenty of casual humor and current cultural 
references (Tim Tebow, tweets, and the television show CSI, to 
name a few). Entries close with “Today’s Bible Challenge,” five 
questions that test knowledge of the day’s scripture. (Ques-

tion: What kind of wood was the ark made of? Answer: Cypress.) 
Answers are easy to find in the back of the book.

The American Bible Challenge: A Daily Reader will not only make 
a good daily support for personal or family Bible study; it will 
also provide entertaining exercises for Sunday school classes, 
youth groups, and other church classes. —Monica Tenney 

Overcoming Evil God’s Way: 
The Biblical and Historical Case 
for Nonresistance
Stephen Russell. &  Faith Builders Resource 
Group, 2008. 320p. $12.99, paperback. 1 
ISBN: 978-0-9816569-0-8. 8  www.
christianlearning.org 5  261  Social theol-
ogy.  Pacifism.  Nonviolence—Religious 
aspects—Christianity—Mennonites. Ana-
baptists. Mennonites. Biblical history.  
The debate rages on over such 

issues as the relationship between 
church and state and whether to 
meet volatile situations with armed 
power or with nonresistance. What 

did Christ say that can apply to these matters? Did these hot 
topics cause conflict for the early Christians, as they do for us 
today? How should today’s Christians follow the teachings of 
Christ in a secular society?

Stephen Russell received his master’s degree in church history 
and theology from Wheaton College Graduate School in Illinois 
and now trains educators for work in Mennonite schools. From 
his Anabaptist perspective, Russell offers fresh insights on the 
relationship between church and state and on the role of non-
resistance. He considers his topics in light of both Old and New 
Testaments, the history of the early church and the Reformation, 
and today’s political and religious conflicts.

Russell wrote Overcoming Evil God’s Way during a sabbatical 
in Israel. His research is impeccable, and the presentation is ap-
pealing. His book offers an in-depth study of nonresistance and 
pacifism from an Anabaptist point of view. It is a good book for 
Christian discussion groups. —Mary Lou Henneman

Classics Corner
Parenting in the Pew: Guiding Your Children into the Joy of Worship. Rev. ed.
Robbie Castleman. & InterVarsity, 2013. 154p. $15.00, paperback. 1 ISBN: 978-0-8308-3777-9.  Avail-
able as an ebook. 8 www.ivpress.com 5 249 Children in public worship. Worship (Religious education). Par-
enting—Religious aspects—Christianity.

Parenting in the Pew first appeared in 1993. The first edition and a second one in 2002 have 
helped countless Christian parents teach their children to worship God. Robbie Castleman, the 
wife of a Presbyterian minister and mother of two sons, thinks that merely keeping young ones 
quiet with coloring books is insufficient. She acknowledges that “children’s church” can help, as 
long as its purpose is to teach children to worship and not to babysit or keep children enter-
tained. She prefers that children worship alongside their parents, observing and participating. 

Castleman offers practical hints for parents. For example, they can ask youngsters to listen dur-
ing anthems and hymns for a special word such as Jesus or glory. Young children can squeeze a 
parent’s hand when they hear the special word. Castleman also suggests ways for worship leaders 
and congregation members to support parents in teaching their children to worship.

The third edition of Parenting in the Pew is updated with stories from other parents and with 
recollections from Castleman’s now-mature sons. The clarity of the print is improved over the second edition’s, and there is 
an updated list of further reading.

Not everyone will agree with Castleman, but her book should be in every church library. —Monica Tenney
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 Fire Bible: King James Version: 
A Study Bible for Spirit-led 
Living
& Hendrickson and Life Publishers Inter-
national, 2012. 2233p. $49.95, hardcover. 
1  ISBN: 978-1-59856-945-2. 8  www.
hendrickson.com 5  220.5203  Bible—Ref-
erence editions.

Fire Bible is a new version of the 
original Full Life Study Bible, an edi-
tion of the Bible aimed at Pentecos-
tal Christians. Fire Bible is available 
in various editions and bindings, 
including the New International 

Version and student versions. This King James Version offers 
the beautiful, time-honored translation along with pleasing 
physical attributes and features that will aid serious Bible study. 
The paper is reasonably thick, and the print is clear and surpris-
ingly generous in size. There are study notes along the bottom 
of almost every page, cross-references noted in the margins, 
“Themefinder” icons that signal twelve significant Pentecostal 
themes (and an index to these themes in the back), articles on 
various topics (e.g., “Wine in the Bible”), a limited concordance, 
a subject index, one- and two-year reading plans, and charts, 
maps, and other illustrations. The words of Jesus are in red.
The original 1991 preface by Donald C. Stamps, the late editor 

of the Full Life Study Bible, and the “Epistle Dedicatory” from the 
King James Version are included in this Bible’s front matter. 
This is an attractive, easy-to-navigate Bible, recommended for 

evangelical, Pentecostal, and charismatic Christians.
    —Monica Tenney

Prayer & Practice
Honest to God Prayer: 
Spirituality as Awareness, 
Empowerment, 
Relinquishment and Paradox
Kent Ira Groff. &  Skylight Paths, 
2013.  159p. $16.99, paperback. 1  ISBN: 
978-1-59473-433-5. -  Available as 
an ebook. 8  www.skylightpaths.
com  248.3’2  Prayer.  Spirituality.  Ignatius 
of Loyola, Saint, 1491-1556.  Exercitia spiri-
tualia.  Indians of North America—Religion.

Kent Ira Groff defines spirituality as 
“learning to respond rather than react 
to the circumstances of your life.” He 

suggests four ways: awareness, empowerment, relinquishment, 
and paradox. In Groff’s view, these correspond not only to the 
four points of the compass, but also to times of day—morning, 
noon, afternoon, and night. 

Groff has a broad scope of knowledge and an extensive back-
ground as pastor, retreat leader, and writer. Prayers, poems, and 
twenty-four specific prayer practices make his book more than 
just a text to read and ponder. It is a call to action.

Groff’s section on paradox reminds us of the many things 
in life that seem opposite and in tension, yet soul-nurturing: 
absence and presence; ability and disability; simplicity and 
complexity. Old and new come together, for example, with a 

quotation from Meister Eckhart (born in 1260) followed in short 
order by the phrase “high-tech and high-touch.”

Readers of Honest to God Prayer may feel as if they are skip-
ping in a field of assorted thoughts—ancient to modern, 
simple to complex, and humorous to serious. This makes for 
interesting and pleasant reading. Readers should bring to this 
an open mind and the expectation of truths from many faiths. 
Recommended.    —Carolyn Egolf

Opening Ourselves to Grace: Basic
Christian Practices (DVD)
& United Methodist Church (U.S.). Illinois Great River Conference.  Dis-
cipleship Resources, 2007. Approximately 60 minutes.  $26.00, DVD with 
CD-ROM. 1  ISBN: 978-0-88177-508-2. 8  http://bookstore.upperroom.
org 5  287 or 291.22  Grace. Wesley, John, 1703-1791.   Methodism.     
John Wesley, the founder of Methodism, left clear instruc-

tions for Christians on how to realize God’s grace—the un-
merited love and mercy freely given by God. This four-part 
study introduces Christians to the “means of grace” within 
the Wesleyan tradition. Designed for group viewing followed 
by discussion, each of the four video sessions has a viewing 
time of between thirteen and nineteen minutes. Viewers learn 
about the balanced Christian life advocated by Wesley, with 
works of worship and devotion nourishing acts of compassion 
and justice (and vice versa). The video’s clear explanations and 
examples, appealing visuals, subtle but evocative background 
hymns, and excellent production values make it a desirable 
acquisition. There are enlightening observations and testimo-
nies from various individuals, including seminary professors 
and students, pastors, musicians, a former prison chaplain, and 
others. Especially moving are accounts from a young hospice 
worker, a former South African bishop, parish nurses, and a 
couple of Methodist parishioners who recall moments of grace 
from their past. 
The accompanying CD-ROM includes a discussion guide for 

leaders, supporting information and resources, and a guide for 
a six-week Bible study. Recommended for United Methodist 
and other Wesleyan libraries. —Monica Tenney

When “Spiritual but Not 
Religious” Is Not Enough: 
Seeing God in Surprising 
Places, Even the Church
Lillian Daniel. &  Jericho (an imprint of 
Hachette), 2013. 215p. $19.99, hardcover. 
1  ISBN: 978-1-4555-2308-5. -  Avail-
able as an ebook. 8  www.jerichobooks.
com 5  248.4  Christian life.  Spiritual 
life.  Faith.

United Church of Christ pastor 
Lillian Daniel does not care much 
for the common refrain about be-
ing “spiritual but not religious.” Two 
of the thirty-two essays in her new 

book chide people who make this claim. They often explain, 
Daniel notes, that they find God in nature instead of in church 
(as if, Daniel points out, churchgoers never leave the building 
and never read psalms that praise God’s creation). When “Spiri-
tual but Not Religious” Is Not Enough takes readers to all sorts of 
places where Daniel has come closer to God: a theology class 
at Sing Sing prison, airports, yoga classes, and school cafeterias. 
She has experienced God in the cherished memories of her late 
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parents, a blind rescue cat, and her seriously eccentric Southern 
grandmother. 

Daniel reflects on the lives of immigrants (and how most of us 
descend from immigrants), the different ways Christians per-
ceive Jesus, perplexity amidst faith, and young people reared in 
the church and marrying there. Many of her essays spark with 
flashes of humor.

Daniel previously coauthored, with Martin Copenhaver, This 
Odd and Wondrous Calling: The Public and Private Lives of Two 
Ministers (Eerdmans, 2009). Recommended for all congrega-
tional libraries.    —Monica Tenney

Family Matters

Hopes and Fears: Everyday Theology for New Parents 
and Other Tired, Anxious People
Bromleigh McCleneghan and Lee Hull Moses. &  Alban, 2012. 221p. 
$17.00, paperback. 1  ISBN: 978-1-56699-431-6. -  Available as an 
ebook. 8  www.alban.org 5  248.8’45  Parents—Religious life.  Parent-
ing—Religious aspects—Christianity.  Child-rearing—Religious aspects—
Christianity.

Are there connections between parenting and developing a 
deeper relationship with God? Definitely, say pastors Bromleigh 
McCleneghan (United Methodist) and Lee Hull Moses (Disciples 
of Christ), in their book Hopes and Fears. The authors discuss in 
alternating chapters their experiences as ministers and moth-
ers. They offer Christian parents hints on increasing their own 
faith while showing their children the love of Christ. McCle-
neghan and Moses became friends during their college years 
at the University of Chicago, married their spouses, and gave 
birth to their first children a week apart. As they each moved to 
different parts of the country, they stayed in touch.

With humor, they describe their experiences of pregnancy 
tests, nursing, and getting little ones to sleep. They cite the 
wisdom of such notables as Madeleine L’Engle, Paul Tillich, 
Martin Borg, and Harold S. Kushner. This book is a “must read” 
for Christian parents, especially mothers. It will inspire them 
and help them understand how they can come closer to God as 
they raise their young ones. —Mary Lou Henneman

Married Mom, Solo Parent: 
Finding God’s Strength to Face 
the Challenge
Carla Anne Coroy. &  Kregel, 2011. 272p. 
$15.99, paperback. 1  ISBN: 978-0-8254-
2626-1. -  Available as an ebook. 8  www.
kregel.com 5  248.8’431  Mother and child—
Religious aspects—Christianity.  Child rear-
ing—Religious aspects—Christianity.  Par-
enting—Religious aspects—Christianity.

Many young mothers have hus-
bands who must spend time away 
from the family due to work-related 
travel, military service, illness, or other 

circumstances. These moms feel like solo parents who must 
raise their children alone for days or weeks at a time. Carla Anne 
Coroy understands these solo moms and offers them help.

In Married Mom, Solo Parent, Coroy combines practical advice 
with Christian values to inspire solo moms to stay strong and 
maintain healthy, happy family relationships. Her fifteen chap-
ters cover a multitude of topics, such as coping with loneliness, 
determining who is responsible for chores, and maintaining 
discipline. She includes advice on how to honor your husband 
and ensure he remains a vital presence in the family, even 
when he is away. She shares ideas not only for celebrating 
birthdays and other special times, but also for making everyday 
mealtimes more meaningful. 

Coroy suggest ways congregations can help. She encourages 
readers to keep God in the center of the family and includes 
inspirational scripture verses and prayers. End matter provides 
prayers, blessings, and other resources. Coroy also includes the 
text of Job 38-42, with its special significance for parents. 

Married Mom, Solo Parent is an important survival guide for 
Christian mothers who find themselves having to parent on 
their own.   —Mary Lou Henneman

Lives & Letters

And Live Rejoicing: Chapters 
from a Charmed Life: Personal 
Encounters with Spiritual 
Mavericks, Remarkable Seekers, 
and the World’s Great Religious 
Leaders
Huston Smith with Phil Cousineau. &  New 
World Library, 2012. 211p. $15.95, pa-
perback. 1 ISBN: 978-1-60868-071-9. 
- Available as an ebook. 8 www.new-
worldlibrary.com 5 200.92 or B Religion 
historians—United States—Biography. Reli-
gions. Religious leaders.

And Live Rejoicing is a light-hearted 
romp through almost ninety years 

of religion scholar Huston Smith’s life, from his childhood in 
China as the son of Methodist missionaries, to college in rural 
Missouri, the beginnings of his academic career in Colorado 
and New York, and his later years in California. Smith, with help 
from Phil Cousineau, presents a wealth of stories about his 
youth, his early career before The Religions of Man (later titled 
The World’s Religions) made him famous, subsequent world trav-
els, and his fascination with the variety and power of religions 
he encountered. Smith’s spiritual journey led him from Meth-
odism to an appreciation of religious truths found in a wide 
variety of faiths and ultimately to a home in Unitarianism. Smith 
has counted the Dalai Lama, Aldous Huxley, Peter Drucker, and 
Bill Moyers among his friends.

Smith does not dwell on personal troubles, although he men-
tions his daughter’s death from cancer when she was a young 
mother. He seems to be an individual whom Providence smiled 
upon and who smiled right back. This is a fine volume, well 
worth attention. 
This memoir follows Smith’s 2009 autobiography, Tales of 

Wonder: Adventures Chasing the Divine, published by Harper-
One.     —Forrest Rice
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Saint Ignatius Loyola: The 
Spiritual Writings: Selections 
Annotated & Explained
Saint Ignatius Loyola, 1491-1556. Annotat-
ed by Mark Mossa. &  Skylight Paths, 2012. 
251p. $18.99, paperback. 1  ISBN: 978-1-
59473-301-7. - Available as an ebook. 8 
www.skylightpaths.com 5  242  Spiritual 
life—Catholic Church.  Saint Ignatius—the 
spiritual writings.  Series: Skylight Illumina-
tions.
“Keys to opening the spiritual clas-

sics” is the fitting tagline for the Sky-
light Illuminations series, of which 
Saint Ignatius Loyola is a part. In the 

book’s eight sections, the writings of Ignatius appear on the 
right-hand page. Annotations by editor Mark Mossa, a Jesuit 
priest, are on the left. Mossa’s notes help by providing back-
ground, definitions, and modern applications.

Mossa takes readers into the major themes of Ignatius, who 
lived in the sixteenth century and founded the Society of Jesus, 
commonly known as the Jesuits. His best-known work, Spiritual 
Exercises, is still widely used today.

Deep, intentional study will reward readers with focus on spiri-
tual exercises, prayer, imitating Jesus, living with and for others, 
and other aspects of Christian life. 

An especially practical chapter is “Choice and Life Decisions,” 
which addresses discernment, God’s will, and giftedness. Here, 
as in many sections, readers see the similarity of the issues 
Ignatius faced, either personally or in community, with those of 
today. Similarities continue with the awareness that some mat-
ters remain in the realm of mystery.

Recommended for libraries in churches and other institutions 
where saints are a significant part of faith tradition. 

    —Carolyn Egolf

The Imitation of Christ: 
Selections Annotated & 
Explained
Thomas à Kempis. Annotated by Paul 
Wesley Chilcote. &  Skylight Paths, 2012. 
183p. $16.99, paperback. 1  ISBN: 978-
1-59473-434-2. -  Available as an ebook. 
8  www.skylightpaths.com 5  242  Medita-
tions.  Imitatio Christi.  Thomas, à Kempis, 
1380-1471.  Chilcote, Paul Wesley, 1954- 
.  Wesley, John, 1703-1791.  Series: Skylight 
Illuminations.

Another volume in the Skylight Il-
luminations series is this study of The 
Imitation of Christ. In this fifteenth-

century classic, Thomas à Kempis writes of living so that the 
indwelling of Christ is evident. That this work is second only 
to the Bible as a devotional resource is easy to believe. In this 
annotated volume, Paul Wesley Chilcote provides a thorough 
introduction to John Wesley’s abridged 1741 translation, The 
Christian’s Pattern.

The Imitation of Christ comprises four books: “Life of the Soul,” 
“Interior Life,” “Comfort of the Heart,” and “The Sacrament of 
Holy Communion.” For each book, Chilcote supplies notes for 
each brief chapter. Ample scriptures are woven throughout, 
and annotations clarify word meanings, provide context, and 

include significant quotations from varied sources. Pilgrimage 
is a continuing theme.

Chilcote notes that Thomas à Kempis wrote as a kindly, 
intentional teacher, using “plain words for plain people” that 
expressed his desire to live as “Jesus’ apprentice.” 
This book will inspire upon first reading; subsequent readings 

will provide new insights. Recommended for church libraries 
and for personal devotional use. —Carolyn Egolf 

Besides the Bible: 100 Books 
That Have, Should, or Will 
Create Christian Culture
Dan Gibson, Jordan Green, and John 
Pattison. &  InterVarsity, 2012. 261p. 
$15.00, paperback. 1  ISBN: 978-0-
8308-5610-7. -  Available as an ebook. 
8  www.ivpress.com  5 230  Christian 
literature—Bibliography.  Christian-
ity—Bibliography.  Christians—Books and 
reading—Bibliography.  Christianity and 
literature—Bibliography. Best books.

Books on other books are popular, 
and Besides the Bible is sure to spark 
good discussions among readers. 

Its three authors have compiled a list of a hundred books they 
think all Christians should read. The books are not necessar-
ily their favorite works, or even the most important books on 
Christ and his church. This list is aimed at starting and main-
taining conversation in churches and elsewhere. It will do so 
especially, perhaps, among young adults, college students, and 
educators. 

Dan Gibson, Jordan Green, and John Pattison are young evan-
gelicals with roots in the West Coast publishing and blogging 
community. After agreeing on their list and developing analyti-
cal reviews, they sought input from friends and coworkers. 

Index of 
Publications on the Web
Searching for just the right CSLA guide 
that might be helpful to you in your 
library ministry? Check www.cslainfo.

org for a NEWLY REVISED index using 
topics common to librarians. Topics 
range from accessioning, circulation, 
memorials, and posters to weeding.

If you don’t have access to the internet, 
try your public library for internet access, 
or call Judy Janzen at 800-LIB-CSLA.
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The meat in this savory dish is, of course, the choice of books. 
It is good to see Eudora Welty, Flannery O’Connor, Harper Lee, 
and Madeleine L’Engle included, but where are Marcus Borg 
and Elaine Pagels? Tim LaHaye, Ayn Rand, Frank Peretti, Charles 
Darwin, Gary Wills, and historian Howard Zinn all make the cut. 
It is easy to quibble with a particular book chosen for a given 
author, because for so many of these authors there are mul-
tiple worthy titles. 

Readers will want to return to Besides the Bible again and 
again. Some readers will even want to begin their own lists.

    —Forrest Rice

Fiction

All Things New
Lynn Austin. &  Bethany House (an imprint 
of Baker), 2012. 413p. $14.99, paperback. 
1  ISBN: 978-0-7642-0897-3. -  Available 
as an ebook, audiobook, and in large print 
library binding. 8  www.bethanyhouse.
com 5  Fiction  Plantations—Virginia—Fic-
tion.  Reconstruction (U.S. history, 1865-
1877)—Fiction.  Mothers and daughters—
Fiction.  Freedmen—Virginia—Fiction.

In All Things New, Lynn Austin skill-
fully manages the biblical themes of 
forgiveness and loving one’s ene-
mies. Three main characters recount 
life on a Virginia plantation in the 

months immediately following the end of the Civil War. Euge-
nia Weatherly, a widowed matriarch, wants life to be exactly as 
it was before the war. Josephine, her daughter, knows that is 
impossible and is in almost constant conflict with her mother. 
Never having worked, Josephine realizes that Lizzie, a freed 
slave, will have to teach her the skills needed to sustain herself 
and her mother. Lizzie and her family are the only former slaves 
who have remained on the plantation. Because Mrs. Weatherly 
still treats her as a slave, Lizzie has difficulty realizing she is free.

Anger and bitterness over losses motivate many of the char-
acters. They have suffered the loss of loved ones, of property, 
and of faith. They have been on the losing side of a terrible war. 
Austin has created a fascinating plot enacted by strong char-
acters. She employs marvelous irony when a young “enemy” 
soldier is the one responsible for restoring Josephine’s trust in 
God. By the end of the novel, all characters have changed for 
the better, but the changes occur gradually and are credible.

     —Beverly M. Bixler

Serpent of Moses: A Novel
Don Hoesel. &  Bethany House (an 
imprint of Baker), 2012. 315p. $14.99, 
paperback. 1  ISBN: 978-0-7642-0925-
3. -  Available as an ebook. 8  www.
bethanyhouse.com 5  Fiction  Archeol-
ogy teachers—Fiction.  Moses (Biblical 
leader)—Fiction.  Christian antiquities—
Fiction.  Relics—Fiction.  Secret societ-
ies—Fiction.

Indiana Jones lives!  Archeologist 
Jack Hawthorne is bored with teach-
ing at a small North Carolina college, 
so he takes up the quest to find the 
Nehushtan, the staff of Moses with 

the image of a snake at the head. Hawthorne finds evidence 
that the staff, long thought to have been destroyed, may still 
exist, having been hidden for three thousand years. An English 
museum offers him a sizeable commission to find it, but he 
finds himself in a race with Mossad agents, Libyan secret police, 
and tomb robbers to unearth the staff.

Serpent of Moses is suspenseful, fast-paced, and filled with 
intrigue and double-crossing agents. However, the insertion of 
a CIA agent is distracting, and the Libyan-Mossad rivalry can be 
confusing. Just who is trailing, knifing, and pursuing whom? 
This book is a quick read, and the author raises good ques-

tions. Who are the rightful owners of ancient antiquities un-
earthed today—museums with deep pockets, governments, 
or the descendents of the people who hid the treasures?  Also, 
are relics worth the innocent blood of people caught in the 
crossfire of police, robbers, and terrorists?
This sometimes confusing but enjoyable tale is the second 

Jack Hawthorne adventure. I would bet a long-lost mummy 
there will be a third.   —Forrest Rice
 

A Sound among the Trees
Susan Meissner. &  Waterbrook (an 
imprint of Random House), 2011. 327p. 
$14.99, paperback. 1  ISBN: 978-0-
307-45885-8. -  Available as an ebook, 
audiobook, and in large print hardcover. 
8  www.waterbrookmultnomah.com 
5  Fiction  Haunted houses—Virginia—
Fredericksburg—Fiction.  Fredericksburg 
(Va.)—History—Civil War, 1861-1865—Fic-
tion.

In A Sound among the Trees, Susan 
Meissner combines the historical 
and the contemporary. When Car-
son Bishop remarries, he brings his 

bride, Marielle, to join him and his two young children at Holly 
Oak, the ancestral Virginia home of his deceased first wife. Her 
grandmother Adelaide is the estate’s current owner. During the 
Civil War, it had been rumored that Susannah Page, Adelaide’s 

This issue’s reviewers
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great-grandmother, aided the Yankees, and the rumor persisted 
through the years. Because of misfortunes suffered by the 
women who have lived at Holly Oak, Adelaide believes that the 
house itself seeks revenge for these misfortunes.

Marielle begins her marriage with the increasing pressure of 
unanswered questions and the belief by some that Susannah’s 
ghost haunts the home. The unexpected discovery of Susan-
nah’s letters leads all the characters to come to an understand-
ing of the historical significance of Holly Oak and its relevance 
for their contemporary lives. —Beverly M. Bixler

The Air We Breathe: A Novel
Christa Parrish. &  Bethany House (an 
imprint of Baker), 2012. 348p. $14.99, 
paperback. 1  ISBN: 978-0-7642-0555-2. 
-  Available as an ebook, audiobook, and 
in large print library binding. 8 www.
bethanyhouse.com 5 Fiction  Teenage 
girls—Fiction.  Female friendship—Fic-
tion.  Psychic trauma—Fiction.
The Air We Breathe tells of three 

main characters: Molly, Hanna and 
Claire. Seven-year-old Hanna wit-
nesses her father’s murder and is 
abducted by the killers. She eventu-
ally escapes, but both Hanna and her 

mother, understandably, have trouble getting beyond this hor-
ror. Molly is a teenager who lives on an island with her mother. 
Molly never ventures outside; she is kept inside by her own 
fears. Claire is a woman who lost her children in an accident 
for which she blames herself. After the accident, her husband 
divorced her. She is alone and troubled by her tragic past. 

Seeing how God places people into lives just when they are 
needed and works miracles through these people for the heal-
ing of all was interesting and heartwarming. Even though the 
time shifts caused a bit of confusion at the beginning of The Air 
We Breathe, it did not take long to become engaged with the 
characters and eager to see how everything will work out for 
each of them. Ultimately, I was sorry to see the book end.

    —Phyllis Wendorf

All for a Song: A Novel
Allison Pittman. &  Tyndale House, 2013. 
357p. $13.99, paperback. 1  ISBN: 978-
1-4143-6680-7. -  Available as an ebook. 
8  www.tyndale.com 5  Fiction  Evange-
lists—United States—Fiction.  McPherson, 
Aimee Semple, 1890-1944—Fiction.  Nine-
teen twenties—Fiction.

Allison Pittman’s All for a Song looks 
back at the life of Dorothy Lynn 
Dunbar from her room at the Breath 
of Angels Nursing Home. Readers al-
ternately see the unfolding life of the 
young Dorothy Lynn and the waning 
days of the centenarian Lynnie.

At age nineteen, Dorothy Lynn enjoys her small-town life; she 
loves playing the guitar and creating worshipful songs. Plans 
call for her to marry the young pastor who succeeded her late 
father in the pulpit. In spite of her apparent contentment, how-
ever, Dorothy Lynn harbors a desire for something more.

A visit to her sister in St. Louis introduces Dorothy Lynn to city 
life of the Roaring Twenties. She hears the preaching of the re-

nowned evangelist, Aimee Semple McPherson, who captivates 
her and presents her with unexpected temptations. Dorothy 
Lynn, enticed by her new surroundings and the possibility of 
evangelizing with her music, leaves behind the life she had 
planned.

All for a Song ends at the nursing home as Lynnie observes her 
107th birthday. Pittman has created a strong, credible main char-
acter and adroitly presents the struggle a young person of faith 
can have when facing temptations that on the surface may not 
seem harmful.    —Beverly M. Bixler

A Change of Fortune
Jen Turano. & Bethany House (an 
imprint of Baker), 2012. 318p. $14.99, 
paperback. 1 ISBN: 978-0-7642-1018-1. 
-  Available as an ebook and in large print 
hardcover. 8 www.bethanyhouse.com 
5  Fiction  Man-woman relationships—Fic-
tion.  Socialites—New York (State)—New 
York—Fiction.

In her debut novel, A Change of 
Fortune, Jen Turano has woven a plot 
that takes many unexpected twists 
and turns. Turano handles these un-
likely situations so skillfully that her 
readers can readily accept them.

In England at the end of the nineteenth century, Lady Eliza 
Sumner has suffered the loss of family, friends, and fortune. 
These losses have also caused her to lose her faith. She travels 
to New York, intending to track down the former caretaker who 
has embezzled her family’s fortune, recover it, and return home 
to England. Without funds, Lady Eliza as “Miss” Sumner secures 
a position as governess in a wealthy family. The twists and turns 
begin.

Eliza loses her job but is befriended by Hamilton Beckett, a 
young widower with two small children. He is having troubles 
of his own with his family’s business.

Eliza and Hamilton discover that a person exists with ties to 
both of their situations. To complicate matters, an attraction be-
gins to develop between Eliza and Hamilton. By the end of the 
novel, Lady Eliza has endured and survived seemingly hopeless 
situations and, in the process, has regained her faith. 

    —Beverly M. Bixler

For Young Children

All Kinds of Friends
Norma Simon. Illustrated by 
Cherie Zamazing. &  Albert 
Whitman, 2013. 32p. $16.99, 
hardcover. 1  ISBN: 978-
0-8075-0283-9. 8  www.
albertwhitman.com 5 [E] 
177'.62  Friendship—Juvenile 
literature. 

Norma Simon wants chil-
dren to think about how 
nice it is to have friends, to 

enjoy one another’s company, to talk with them and to listen. 
All Kinds of Friends assures children that friends come in all va-
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rieties—schoolmates, family members, lots of grown-ups, and 
pets. Even toys and dolls can be friends.

Simon does not ignore what children already know—that 
friends sometimes get angry and stop talking with one another. 
She reminds them, though, that friends can say “I’m sorry,” and 
be friends again. Simon also acknowledges that sometimes 
people must move away and friends must say goodbye, but 
they can still communicate and be friends, even from far away. 
Simon reminds children, too, that being in a new place gives 
them the chance to make new friends. You talk, you play to-
gether, you get to know one another, and soon you are friends.

Color illustrations by Cherie Zamazing provide plenty of 
examples of friendship between children of different races and 
ethnicities. For ages 4-7.   —Monica Tenney 

The American Flag: An American Symbol
Alison and Stephen Eldridge. & Enslow, 2012. 23p. $21.26 ($15.95 with 
library discount),  hardcover library binding. 1  ISBN: 978-0-7660-4057-
1. 8  www.enslow.com 5  [E]  Flags—United States—Juvenile literature.

The American Flag: An American Symbol is a small (6” x 7”), 
sturdy book for beginning readers. Its eye-catching pho-
tographs with bright colors and handful of words, printed 
large and bold, on each two-page spread give simple 
information about our nation’s flag. The final page provides 
a brief list of “Read More” book titles and websites with in-
formation about the flag. There is also an index of the basic 
terms that appear in the text (flag, stars, stripes, for exam-
ple). This and the simple table of contents are good tools for 
teaching about finding things in books.  

    —Monica Tenney

An Amish Alphabet
Ingrid Hess. &  Herald, 2012. 28p. 
$17.99, hardcover. 1  ISBN: 978-
0-8361-9645-0. - Available as an 
ebook. 8  www.heraldpress.com 
5  289.7’3  Amish—Dictionaries—Ju-
venile literature.

An Amish Alphabet is the 
creation of Ingrid Hess, whose 
children’s book Sleep in Peace 
won CSLA’s Rodda Book Award 
in 2008. Hess’s mother grew 
up Amish, and her father was 
raised in a conservative Menno-

nite family. Hess clearly admires these modest and peace-
loving people.

From “A is for Amish” and “B is for barn raising” to “Y is for 
Yoder” and “Z is for zzzzzzz” (for early bedtimes of the early-
to-rise Amish), Hess gives young readers a glimpse of Amish 
life. She provides information on “plain” dress, use of the 
German language, horse and buggy transportation, music, 
nonviolence, Rumspringa, and other aspects of Amish life. 
Some entries include quotations of scripture (New Revised 
Standard Version) that show the biblical bases for Amish 
ways.

Hess’s cut-paper illustrations are lovely; most are in sub-
dued colors appropriate to the subject. Children of all ages 
(and many adults) will enjoy this book. Younger readers 
will find the text challenging and will appreciate help from 
a parent or friend. Recommended for all congregational 
libraries.  —Monica Tenney

Colossal Tales: A Lesson in 
Honesty and Being Yourself 
(DVD)
8 Kidhouse Entertainment, 2008.  Dis-
tributed by Vision Video. 25 minutes. 
$9.99, DVD. 1  Item #: 501279D. 
8  www.visionvideo.com 5  [E]  Hon-
esty—Juvenile fiction.  Series: The 
Adventures of Carlos Caterpillar
The first DVD in the Carlos Cat-

erpillar series teaches preschool-
ers that it is good to be yourself. 
Carlos and his insect friends are 
enjoying a trip to a water park. 

When an attractive newcomer named Leticia joins in, Carlos 
and his rival, Sluggy the Slug, compete for her attention. In 
an effort to impress Leticia, Carlos tells a little lie. The lie 
quickly gets bigger and bigger, as lies tend to do. Fortu-
nately for Carlos, his wise Uncle Pedro, a mature butterfly 
with plenty of experience, flies in to counsel him. Carlos 
admits his lie to Leticia, and she has a confession to make, 
too. All is now well (except for the devious Sluggy) and the 
bug bunch has a fine time at the water park.

With bright colors, cheerful songs, funny-looking insect 
friends, and a Latin flavor, this video will delight the toddler 
set and teach them that lying is a bad idea. Viewers can play 
it in English or Spanish.
This DVD is part of a Carlos Caterpillar set of twelve (with 

other topics including teamwork, responsibility, and similar 
themes), available from Vision Video.  —Monica Tenney   

Do you order
from Amazon?

When you order books—or anything 
else—from Amazon, there is an easy way 
for you to provide financial assistance 
to the Church and Synagogue Library 
Association. Just remember to go first to 
the CSLA website at www.cslainfo.org.

In the box at the top on the right side, 
just click on the logo:

Amazon pays a commission to CSLA for 
all orders placed in this fashion, and 
there is no increased cost to you. So, it 
is a free and easy way in which you can 
support the ongoing work of CSLA.*
 
*Some browsers may require you to type in the name of 
a book before taking you to Amazon. Do not click on Get 
Widget. If you have problems, contact Judy Janzen at the 
CSLA office. 
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If I Were a Mouse
Karma Wilson. Illustrated by Marsela 
Hajdinjak-Krec. &  Zonderkidz (an im-
print of Zondervan), 2011. 28p. $15.99, 
hardcover. 1  ISBN: 978-0-310-71603-
7. - Available as an ebook. 8  www.
zondervan.com 5  [E]  Imagination—
Juvenile poetry.  Gratitude—Juvenile 
poetry.

A small child imagines life as a 
mouse, living in a cozy hole in a 
tree. Then there is the life of an 
owl, hoo-hooing and soaring 
through the air. How about life as 

a squirrel? A chickadee? A tomcat? What fun it is to imagine life 
as any of these creatures! The child decides, though, that since 
God made him a child, that is what he is meant to be. He can 
thank God, “Father, Creator, and friend,” for also giving him the 
ability to imagine other lives and for making him the child he is.

Karma Wilson also wrote Bear Snores On (Simon & Schuster, 
2002) and other picture books. Croatian artist Marsela Hajdin-
jak-Krec contributes soft-colored artwork with simple details for 
young eyes to find. If I Were a Mouse will make a nice addition to 
congregational libraries that serve children. For ages 4-7.

    —Monica Tenney

For Older Children
& Teens

Meet at the Ark at Eight
Ulrich Hub. Illustrated by Jörg Mühle. 
&  Eerdmans, 2012. 66p. $12.00, pa-
perback. 1 ISBN: 978-0-8028-5410-0. 
8  www.eerdmans.com 5  Fiction  God—
Juvenile fiction.  Penguins—Juvenile 
fiction.  Pigeons—Juvenile fiction.  Noah’s 
ark—Juvenile fiction.

Noah’s Ark is a familiar Bible story. 
In Meet at the Ark at Eight, Ulrich 
Hub adds his humorous spin to the 
tale. In Hub’s retelling, penguins 
learn that a great flood will soon 
destroy the earth and that only two 
individuals of each species will be 

saved. The quandary: there are three penguin friends. Can they 
stop bickering long enough to trick Noah? Can two of them 
smuggle their friend aboard Noah’s boat in a suitcase?
The dove—Noah’s messenger—needs to get this matter 

settled because this is his last stop before the deluge begins.
Hub blends wit and depth perfectly as he prompts young 

readers to ponder who God is, why God lets bad things happen, 
and whether fighting and disobedience can be forgiven. Jörg 
Mühle captures the right tone in his clever drawings that are 
reminiscent of James Thurber’s. Meet at the Ark at Eight is an ex-
cellent book for children in the fourth grade and up. Let them 
compare the original with this delightful retelling.

    —Mary Lou Henneman

All cover images are used by permission 
of the publishers for this edition of  

Congregational Libraries Today only. 

Saint Kateri Tekakwitha: Courageous Faith
Adapted from a book by Lillian M. Fisher. Illustrated by Barbara Kiwak. 
&  Pauline, 2012. 135p. $7.95, paperback. 1  ISBN: 978-0-8198-7250-
0. -  Available as an ebook. 8 www.pauline.org 5  Biography  or 
974.7’02092  Tekakwitha, Kateri, 1656-1680.  Mohawk women—New York 
(State)—Biography.  Christian saints—New York (State)—Biography.  Se-
ries: Encounter the Saints.

Part of the Encounter the Saints series, this slender book 
depicts the courageous life of Kateri Tekakwitha. The shy 
young girl known as “Little Sunshine” was the daughter of an 
Algonquin mother and a Mohawk chief. The girl’s mother had 
secretly become a follower of Christ through the ministry of 
Catholic missionaries, and she taught her daughter what she 
had learned. The girl’s father, however, wanted her to follow 
the beliefs of his tribe. Saint Kateri Tekakwitha: Courageous Faith 
tells the story of the determination and quiet resolve of the 
young girl, scarred by smallpox, who dedicated her life to God 
and eventually emerged as the first Native American saint of 
the Catholic Church. Illustrations by Barbara Kiwak bring the 
scenes to life. The reading level is perfect for older elementary 
and junior high students.   —Mary Lou Henneman

Is your 
membership 
up to date? If 

not, please 
renew using 
the form on 

page 30. 
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“I don’t know what I would do 

 without ResourceMate®.”

- Temple Shalom Library

Call us toll free at 800-815-8370
www.resourcemate.com

When you combine the best product, with the best customer 
experience, you get your best partner – ResourceMate.®

Your Library Automation Solution

2013 RODDA AWARD
The Rodda Award Committee is pleased to announce that the 

2013 winner for youth/young adults is With�A�Name�Like�Love by 
Tess Hilmo, published by Farrar, Straus and Giroux.

Everlasting Love is a traveling preacher. He travels with his 
wife and five daughters from town to town to preach, staying in 
each town for only three days.  Ollie, the oldest, hands out flyers 
and helps set  up for the prayer meetings. Their latest town is 
Binder, Arkansas. While in Binder Ollie meets a young boy named 
Jimmy. Townspeople warn her to stay away from Jimmy because 
his mother murdered his father, and everyone seems against the 
family. Ollie does not think that Jimmy is bad and befriends him 
and his mother. Ollie feels strongly that she and her family need to 
stay and try to help prove that Jimmy’s mother is innocent.

This is a book about caring and helping people who cannot help 
themselves.

Tess Hilmo married her college sweetheart and they have three 
children. When asked why she likes to write for young readers, 
she answered “Young readers are the smartest, funniest, kindest, 
most imaginative readers in the entire world.  Why wouldn’t I like 
to write for them?”

—Phyllis Wendorf, plw.rodda@gmail.com

2014 Rodda 
Award

Now is the time to start 
thinking about nominations 
for the 2014 Rodda Award.

The 2014 award is for a 
children’s book with a 
copyright date of 2011, 
2012 or 2013.  

Criteria for the nominations 
are strong spiritual values, 
excellence in writing, and 
appropriateness for the 
congregational library.

So, start looking for books 
that fit the criteria and get 
your nominations in to Judy 
Janzen by November 30, 
2013.

Please include the 
following information with 
your nominations:  book 
title, author, copyright 
date, reason you are 
nominating this book, your 
name, your address, and 
your email address.
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Organizing a Library or Resource Center. Carol Campbell, Glenda Strombom, and Dianne Oswald. 2010. 32 p. 
$14.00; members $12.00. This guide represents a comprehensive and updated edition of three previously 
separate publications, all published by CSLA:  Setting up a Library: How to Begin or Begin Again, Standards 
for Church and Synagogue Libraries, and A Policy and Procedure Manual for Church and Synagogue Libraries: 
a Do-It-Yourself Guide. An entirely new format was created for this guide, featuring quick searching and 
clear procedures, thus providing one volume that allows users to develop working manuals for their 
congregational libraries.

Fundamentals of Financing Your Congregational Library. Craig Kubic (orig. by 
Claudia Hannaford). 2008. 32 p. $12.00; members $10.00. This guide will assist 
you in developing a realistic plan for the acquisition and careful management 
of financial resources that the library needs to be a vital part of the congregation. Includes 
thoughtful ideas on presenting a budget. 

Developing an Effective Library: Ways to Promote Your Congregational Library. Lois H. 
Ward. 2004. 48 p. $11.00; members $9.00. CSLA Past president Lois Ward was an expert in promoting libraries in 
congregations and beyond. Planning, budgeting, getting members in the door, and promoting the 
library outside the doors are all here for you. So many smart ideas are here that you could not use them 
all in your lifetime. 

Promotion Planning, All Year ‘Round. Claudia Hannaford and Ruth S. Smith. 3rd Rev. ed. 1996. 64 p. $11.00; 
members $8.00. This 64-page publication provides suggestions on what to publicize for your library, includ ing 
periodic and special items, to encourage participation in the use of the library. Includes a 12-month calendar 
outlining significant events. Often used with Ward’s Developing an Effective Library –a sure way to make your 
library visible and irresistible.

Beyond the Book: Enhancing Your Congregational Library with Audio-Visual Resources. Rusty Tryon 
(orig. by Joyce Burner). 2008. 21 p. $12.00, members $10.00. This publication is designed to assist 
congregational librarians in making audio-visual resources an integral—rather than an incidental—part 
of their library collections.

Cataloging and Classification. Susan E. Snyder. 2004. 53 p. $12.00, members $10.00. This publication covers physical processing, 
encouraging the use of the catalog and creating bibliographic records, classification, and classification schedules. It will take you 
through all the steps in cataloging. 

Subject Headings in the Library Catalog. Dorothy G. Lewis. 2007. 32 p. $12.00, members $10.00. This guide will 
help the beginning or experienced librarian identify the subject of a book and choose the most useful subject 
heading. It offers considerations for additional headings you might include to improve the effectiveness of your 
card catalog. Suggested Dewey classification numbers after each heading refer to appropriate areas of the Dewey 
schedule discussed in detail in CSLA’s publication, Cataloging and Classification.

Planning a Congregational Archives Center. Curtis Howard. 2011. $14.00; members $12.00. Often, part of the 
congregational librarian’s job is maintaining archives for the congregation. CSLA offers the perfect guide to 
assist you with your archives! This new guide is just the tool you need to get you started or to help you improve 
your existing archives center. Some of the questions Dr. Howard asks you to consider: What are your items of 
enduring value? When is the appropriate time to establish a records program? Who will authorize and manage 
the center? Answers to these questions and more are here.

CSLA Publications
Guides & Necessary Tools

Ordering information is available at www.cslainfo.org
or by calling CSLA at 800-542-2752
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Tech Talk
EBooks in Your Library:

Yes or No?

Probably the most intriguing and troublesome 
issue facing congregational libraries is eBooks. 
They have begun to change everything about 
our libraries, including, some suggest, whether 
congregations even need to have libraries. In this 
column I am sharing some of the ideas I have 
learned over the last few months on eBooks and I 
will appreciate feedback that others may have to 
share. 

The largest eBook distribution center is 
OverDrive (www.overdrive.com) with more 
than one million titles from over one thousand 
publishers. Your patrons can use any reading 
device and from everywhere. Your library can 
lend eBooks, audiobooks, music, and video to 
your users with a digital lending library from 
OverDrive. From the Overdrive website: “Your 
OverDrive digital library is a website that allows 
patrons 24/7 online access to a digital collection of 
eBooks, audiobooks, music, and video. You select 
from a vast catalog of hundreds of thousands of 
titles. Patrons browse your collection and check 
out titles online, and read in the browser with 
OverDrive Read, read on a Kindle device or within 
Kindle apps (U.S. only), or download to a wide 
variety of devices.” The annual cost is based on 
the number enrolled.

A useful digest of various eBook possibilities 
can be found in OPAL Resources, in a handout pre-
pared for a workshop at the 2013 annual confer-
ence of the Association of Presbyterian Religious 
Educators (http://cogent.opalsinfo.net/bin/pf/
pfView?pfId=20). 

Amazon has a new program which might prove 
useful to libraries by purchasing Kindle readers 
with preloaded books. Kindles sell for about $100 

and can be preloaded with eBooks in various 
categories such as biographies, mysteries, and 
Bible commentaries. Then, patrons can check 
out the Kindle. The content can be changed 
remotely, the Kindle can be set so it can only 
be used for reading, and Amazon gives a heavy 
discount to libraries that purchase the titles. For 
more information from Amazon go to https://
whispercast.amazon.com.

—Jay Jarvis, library@bethelhebrew.org

The information below is from Lisa Silverman, 
Library Director, Sinai Temple Blumenthal Library 
in Los Angeles; her library uses Kindles:

We have not used Whispercast, but we found 
out that it is only for new accounts (so we cannot 
use it, as we have six Kindles loaded with over one 
hundred books). You have to buy one book per 
Kindle, and that costs significantly more money. 
Educators are talking about this, of course, and 
I suggest you look at this recent post with the 
comments and see what you can glean from it:

http://edukindle.ning.com/profiles/blogs/
whispercast-changes-everything#comments
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Right now, we are allowing our 
six (old!) Kindles to be checked out 
by patrons, and we are loading each 
book we purchase to all six Kindles, 
as that seems to be allowed by 
Amazon at this time, although it is 
sort of murky. We like to have more 
copies of the same book, particularly 
for our book groups.

At this time, we have purchased 
a refillable American Express credit 
card that is attached to the Amazon 
account used to buy Kindle books. 
Each book is purchased only by 
library staff and subtracted from 
the balance. There is the danger 
of patrons purchasing an item on 
their own, however it is possible to 
“de-authorize” the Kindle from the 
account so that will not happen. 
Unfortunately, it is somewhat of a pain to do that. 
We have a user agreement that patrons need to sign 
that states that they will not buy books themselves. 

Whispercast is probably best 
used in a college or high school 
setting where they are buying 
dozens of Kindles. It avoids the 
issue of patron purchasing by 
limiting the ability to purchase 
items from the Kindle itself.

As far as putting all the 
different types of books on 
different Kindles—I would 
imagine that just having all of 
them on all the Kindles would be 
much easier. We have created 
different “collections” within the 
Kindles so people can browse 
more easily, but this way, they 
know that if they check out a 
Kindle, the book they want will 
be on it, and they can also enjoy 
looking at other possible titles 

that are loaded on them. If you have more than 
six, it would make more sense to separate them 
by genre in groups of six Kindles.
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Most congregational libraries have some books 
on visual arts and handicrafts. These books are in-
cluded in the 700s in the Dewey Decimal Classifica-
tion. These numbers have changed little between 
the thirteenth abridged edition (based on the 
twenty-first unabridged edition), the fourteenth 
abridged edition (based on the twenty-second un-
abridged edition), and the fifteenth abridged edi-
tion (based on the twenty-third unabridged edi-
tion).

700 is the general num-
ber for fine, decorative, 
and performing arts. If a 
book also deals with litera-
ture along with these top-
ics, class it here.

703 stands for dictionar-
ies and encyclopedias of the 
fine and decorative arts.

704 stands for special 
topics in the fine and dec-
orative arts. Religious art 
and religious symbolism are 
classed here.

708 stands for galleries, museums, and private 
collections of fine and decorative arts.

709 stands for historical and geographical treat-
ment of the fine and decorative arts.

712 stands for landscape architecture. 720 
stands for architecture in general, and 726 stands 
for architecture of religious buildings.

730 stands for sculpture, and 738 stands for ce-
ramic arts.

741 includes books on how to draw or sketch, as 
well as collections of drawings. Books about post-
ers are also classed here.

745 is the general number for decorative arts 
and folk art. Specifically, 745.5 stands for handi-

crafts. Flower arrangement is classed in 745.9
746 stands for textile arts and handicrafts.
747 stands for interior decoration.
748 stands for artistic use of glass, including 

stained-glass windows.
750 includes books on how to paint pictures, 

as well as collections of paintings. Books that deal 
with both painting and drawing are classed here. If 
a book deals with all forms of two-dimensional art, 

the thirteenth abridged 
edition (based on the 
twenty-first unabridged 
edition) and the four-
teenth abridged edition 
(based on the twenty-
second unabridged edi-
tion) class it in 760. The 
fifteenth abridged edi-
tion (based on the twen-
ty-third unabridged edi-
tion) would class it in 
740.

770 stands for photog-
raphy.

Near the time of this writing, the Library of 
Congress will be changing the rules used for de-
scriptive cataloging from the Anglo-American Cat-
aloging Rules, 2nd edition (AACR2) to Resource 
Description and Analysis (RDA). These changes 
will affect how books are described in catalog-
ing, but not how they are classified. The fifteenth 
abridged edition (based on the twenty-third un-
abridged edition) of the Dewey Decimal Classifica-
tion will remain as the latest edition for several 
more years, so what I have written about Dewey 
Decimal Classification numbers will still be valid.  

I hope that you find this information helpful.
 —Susan E. Snyder, ssnyder44147@gmail.com

Doing Dewey
 DEWEY CLASSIFICATION NUMBERS FOR MATERIALS DEALING WITH 

THE FINE AND DECORATIVE ARTS 
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San Jose Bay Area Chapter
Enjoy Amish Spring Lunch
Ninety guests were treated to a special catered 

Amish Spring Luncheon sponsored by the CSLA San 
Jose Bay Area Chapter and the Union Presbyterian 
Church Friendship Book Club on Monday, March 
11. The guest speaker was bestselling author 
of both fiction and non-fiction, Suzanne Fisher 
Woods, whose presentation about the Old Order 
Amish kept the audience spellbound for nearly an 
hour.

Traditionally, the chapter has had an annual 
Biblical luncheon with approximately thirty-five 
guests. This year they decided to include the 
book club members from Union Presbyterian 
Church and to seek out a local author. Suzanne 
was recommended and graciously agreed to speak 
to our group. Chapter members were anxious as 
we wanted a good turnout but were concerned 
that we might not have more than twenty-five 
guests. Advertising began with local newspapers, 
church newsletters, and lots of word of mouth. 
We made flyers for members to post but we 
also had postcards printed that could either 
be handed out or mailed.  When the number 
grew to over fifty, we panicked but the caterer 

assured us she could handle it with the help of 
many hands.

Suzanne was an excellent presenter. Her books 
include the fictional Lancaster County series, 
(including A Lancaster County Christmas) and 
the Stoney Ridge Seasons series (including The 
Keeper) as well as non-fictional Amish Peace and 
Amish Proverbs.  All of her books are published 
by Revell. Her interest in the Anabaptist culture 
can be directly traced to her grandfather, who was 
raised in the Old Order German Baptist Brethren 
Church in Franklin County, Pennsylvania. Suzanne 
is the host of Amish Wisdom, a weekly radio 
program, and is a columnist for Christian Post. She 
has a free downloadable app, Amish Wisdom, that 
delivers a daily Amish proverb. She lives with her 
family in the San Francisco Bay Area. You can find 
Suzanne on-line at www.suzannewoodsfisher.com. 
She loves to hear from readers!

—Carol Campbell, Carol@dlccomm.net

Suzanne Fisher Woods

Display for Suzanne Fisher Woods’ books on Amish culture
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Elizabeth Peebles, Knoxville TN
Jenni Pritchett, Bellingham WA
Frances Ramsey, Beaumont TX
Ruth Ridgway, Beaumont TX
William & Elizabeth Rivers, Jr., Philadelphia PA
Karen Ross, Indianapolis IN
Mary Ann Seeland, Barnegat NJ
Linda Seybold, West Chester PA
Carolyn Shaffer, York PA
Anna Smyth, Glen Mills PA
Susan Snyder, Broadway Heights OH
Susan Sponaas, Greenville SC
Emily Thrasher, Vienna VA
Diane vanNaerssen, Denton TX
Theodora Wright, Downingtown PA
Betty Bridges, Virginia Beach VA

SPONSOR $100-$499

Alice Barth, Pittsburgh PA
J. Catherine Bishop, Baltimore MD
Elise Blackwell, Gibsonville NC
Marilyn Brandt, Raleigh NC
Joyce Burgart, Stoneville NC
Kathryn Crowell, Matawan NJ
Phyllis Edmiston,Statesville NC
Carolyn Egolf, Ft. Wayne IN
Elizabeth Evans, Independence MO
FL Suncoast Chapter of CSLA, FL
Houston Area Chapter of CSLA, TX
Sally Hubbard, Carmel IN
Indiana Chapter of CSLA, IN
Catherine Ivey, Macon GA
Gerald & Judy Janzen, Portland OR
Naomi Kauffman, Perkasie PA
Janet Kohn, Columbus OH
Nancy Landis, Kokomo IN
Audrey Lantz, Pottsville PA
Cindy Longacre, Telford PA
Bea Maguire, Bedford NY
Beverley Manning, Newington CT
Beverly McDonald, Columbus OH
Northeastern Ohio Chapter of CSLA, OH

Thanks to all Who Keep CSLA 

CONTRIBUTOR $1-$99

Elaine Amromin, Aldan PA
Roberta Ash, Sierra Madre CA
Maryann Barth, New Port Richey FL
Anne Basile, Sylvania OH
Shirley Berndsen, Westlake OH
Janice Berrian, Philadelphia PA
Bethany UMC, Ellicott City MD
Mary Lu Bretsch, Belleville IL
Betty Jo Buckingham, Prairie City IA
Alice Campbell, North Manchester IN
Betty Charnholm, Salem OR
Mary Jane Conger, Greensboro NC
Arline Cox, Bridgewater NJ
Judith Crocker, Los Alamos NM
Cheryl Cutchin, Jefferson GA
Bernard Deitrick, Warminster PA
Judy Dilcher, Glen Mills PA
Divinity Lutheran Church, Melvern PA
Mark Dobbs, Houston TX
First Presbyterian Church, Kerrville TX
First Presbyterian Church, Morehead City NC
Julia Foster, Delaware OH
Beth French, Parma Heights OH
Maria Isabel Garcia, Richardson TX
Alrene Hall, Tomball TX
Jane Hope, Spring TX
B. Joann Huddleston, Brookline MA
Melba Huddlestun, Marion OH
Vera Hunter, Washington DC
Martha Huntley, Clearwater FL
Florence Jensen, Menlo Park CA
Nancy King, Mechanicsville VA
Margaret Landers, Pensacola FL
Martin Marty, Chicago IL
Carol Meisinger,Wexford PA
Kathryn Meredith, Indianapolis IN
Alice Moore, Pittsburgh PA
Jane Morris, Dallas TX
Kay Mowery, Clio MI
Newark UMC, Newark DE
Russell Newburn, Alliance OH
North TX Chapter of CSLA, TX
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Dianne Oswald, San Jose CA
Evelyn Pockrass, Indianapolis IN
David Reid, Fort Collins CO
Forrest Rice, Warrenville IL
Ethel Rush, Lansdale PA
Art & Betty Swarthout, Lake Junaluska NC
Marcia Trauernicht, Rochester NY
Ruth & Austin Turney, Lawrence KS
Ruth White, Sewickley PA

SUPPORTER  $500-$999

Delaware Valley Chapter of CSLA, OH
Randy & Debbie Majors, Denver CO
Monica Tenney, Columbus OH

SUSTAINER $1000-$4999

Cynthia Buening, Wheaton IL
Dick & Betty Burghduff, Houston TX
Carol & David Campbell, Sunnyvale CA
Marilyn Demeter, Bratenahl OH
Patricia Shufeldt, Greenville SC
Marjorie Smink, Newtown Square PA

DONATIONS MADE IN HONOR OF

Lena Coffman
Margaret Collmus
Alrene Hall
Lois O’Dell
Evelyn Pockrass
Marjorie Smink

DONATIONS MADE IN MEMORY OF

Shirley Dobson
Carol Krumm
Drew Lewis
Nancy Lewis
Agnes Morris
Ed Sizemore
Lois Ward
Mary Louise Williams

Growing! To help YOU grow...
Continuing Education

and the Church Library
Continuing education is part of our lives. If you 

are learning to knit, you are experiencing continuing 
education. If you have just started working in your 
church library, you may feel that you have a lot to learn. 
Here are some suggestions on education for the library. 
Librarianship sounds like a big project, but you do not 
have to know every thing at once! The first step is to 
talk to other people who have worked in your church 
library or any other type of  library.  An experienced 
librarian is of great value.

The primary purpose of CSLA is to help people 
working in church and synagogue libraries. Use all 
that CSLA has to offer you, including the articles in 
Congregational Libraries Today, the college course 
that Alrene Hall teaches, the workshop that Alrene Hall 
and Jane Hope offer as part of the national conference 
every summer, and the workshops at the national 
conference, the guides we publish, and the advice you 
can obtain through our chapter meetings.  

How about some self-analysis? Think about your 
job in the library. Are you helping with displays, keeping 
track of finances, selecting materials (that is always the 
fun part of the job), or helping with media? Each job 
needs different training. There are workshops, how-
to books—even online courses to provide you with 
specific training—and your training materials do not 
necessarily have to be focused on libraries.

Search the web!  Here are some sample findings: 
www.gaebler.com/Small-Business-Accounting.htm 

(Accounting can apply everywhere.)
www.ehow.com/list_6559119_library-science-

online-degree-programs.html (This is a list of 
accredited schools.)

http://openlibrary.org/books/OL2867795M/
Display_and_publicity_ideas_for_libraries (This is a 
formal program, but try checking with your public 
library to see what they offer, especially in new 
technology.)

http://guides.library.stonybrook.edu/workshops 
(This is a list of free workshops for the Long Island 
area. You do not need to travel long distance—look 
for workshops and courses in your area.)

—Beverley Manning, Continuing Education Chair, 
bmanning01@att.net
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From the CSLA office
Greetings CSLA Friends!

Spring has finally arrived!  I 
am sure you are now looking 
forward to your summer 
vacations. Be sure to mark 
your calendar for July 28-30, 
2013, to attend the forty-
sixth annual conference. The 
conference committee has 
worked hard to put together 
a unique conference for us. 
Be sure to stay and sign up for 
the Cherokee Tour. The tour 
will be a full afternoon and evening so wear 
comfortable clothes and shoes.

We now have an NEW guide: Helping�Those�
Who�Hurt: An�Annotated�Bibliography�for�
Congregational�Libraries�Serving�Teens�and�
Children by Sarah Meghan Harper. This guide 

is one your library should not 
be without! It has resources 
to help kids (K – 12th) with 
all kinds of problems and 
situations in their lives. This 
list will help anyone working in 
a religious educational setting 
or pastoral care. The resources 
include instruction, discussion, 
and bibliotherapy.  List price 
is $14.00, member price is 
$12.00, plus $4.00 shipping 
and handling.

Do you know someone 
who has not yet renewed their dues for 2013?  
Please help us out by encouraging them to 
renew soon.

SEE YOU AT THE CONFERENCE IN JULY!

—Judy

CHURCH AND SYNAGOGUE LIBRARY ASSOCIATION
501(c) (3) Tax Deductible Organization

 Membership Renewal Form for January 1, 2013 – December 31, 2013
Please send CSLA mail to: ____Home ____Congregation

Name ______________________________________________________________ _________     Circle One
               Individual - $50
Address______________________________________________________________________     Individual Canadian - $55usd
               *Congregational - $70
City________________________ State_____ Zip+4__________________________________     *Canadian/International - $75usd
               Student - $20
Congregation__________________________________________________________________     *Affiliate - $100

Address ______________________________________________________________________     Contribution to CSLA $ ______

City____________________________________State_____Zip+4________________________    Total Enclosed $ __________

Phone – Home____________________________ Congregational ________________________    $15 charge for returned checks

Fax____________________________ E-mail_________________________________________    Mail to:  CSLA
               10157 SW Barbur Blvd #102C
Student-Name of School ___________________________________Graduation Date_________    Portland OR 97219-5957

Credit Card # _______________________________________Expiration date _______________
  We accept Visa / MasterCard

*Duplicate form to add as many individuals to your Congregational or Affiliate membership as desired. Congregational & Affiliate memberships 
now cover unlimited number of individuals as approved by your committee or group.
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Executive Committee
Evelyn Pockrass president

Cheryl Cutchin first vice president,
president elect

David Reid second vice president, 
membership

Alice Campbell  treasurer
Marjorie Smink past president, 

personnel, nominations
Marcia Trauernicht chapters 

coordinator
Naomi Kaufman & Marjorie Smink  

2013 conference chair

Committee Chairs
Glenda Strombom awards 

Phyllis Wendorf rodda award 
Beverley Manning continuing 

education, correspondence course
Pat Shufeldt finance

David Reid & Marjorie Smink fund raising
Jay Jarvis publications

CSLA Representatives
Vera G. Hunter center for the book

Staff and Other
Judy Janzen administrator

Dottie Lewis archives coordinator
Tom Fountain  financial assistant

Jeri Zulli  publications editor
Monica Tenney  media review editor

Cheryl Cutchin  web coordinator

www.cslainfo.org
10157 SW Barbur Blvd, #102C

Portland OR 97219

Telephone 503-244-6919, 800-LIB-CSLA
Facsimile 503-977-3734

E-mail csla@worldaccessnet.com

      SPECIAL FOR CSLA….PICK YOUR PROGRAM… 
Then take 50% off the price to help us  

celebrate our 30th year! 

***     CATALOG CARD CREATOR            $115   was $229 
(Prints catalog card sets or singles and label sets.   Pre-formatted,  
you select type size, style.)  Complete with 100 sheet package of 3 
cards on a sheet catalog cards… 
 

 

***    COMPUTER ACCESS CATALOG   $245    was $489 
(Catalog, easiest multi-field searching, prints label sets and lists)  
 

 

 ***  The CIRCULATION DESK                  $300  was $599 
(Circulation System, catalog, easiest multi-field searching, overdue  
management, prints label sets and lists) 
 

*** These programs also available in versions that print
catalog card sets or singles and label sets.    
 Pre-formatted,  you select type size, style.)  
 

      EASY TO LEARN… 
         EASY TO USE… 
              AFFORDABLE ! 

              Serving the Church and Synagogue  
          Library Community for more than 30 years 

 

RIGHT ON PROGRAMS 
27 Bowdon Road 

Huntington  NY  11740 

 631-424-7777  FAX: 424-7207 
email: 

friends@rightonprograms.com 

  CONTACT US………. 
 for a complete,  

fully functioning, 
DEMO program….    

FREE! 
 

Try Before You Buy! 

Time to AUTOMATE 
your CHURCH LIBRARY! 

 

The time is RIGHT! 
 

      The price is RIGHT! 
 

       The software is from 
       RIGHT ON PROGRAMS! 
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