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A Capital Conference!
Librarians stay cool in record-breaking temperatures and refresh 

and renew at the CSLA conference in Washington, July 19-22, 2011

   It was a time of exploring, learning, and fellowship at the 
2011 Annual Conference of the Church and Synagogue 
Library Association. Church and synagogue librarians 
from around the country gathered in Washington, DC, 
to tour libraries and exchange ideas. I was the only 
representative from North Carolina, but I met librarians 
from California, Ohio, Texas, Florida, and many other 
places. I also met librarians from several different 
denominations, including Episcopal, Presbyterian, Jewish, 
and non-denominational, and enjoyed camaraderie with 
many United Methodist librarians.
   The conference began Tuesday with a tour of four 
different congregational libraries in Washington. [See 
descriptions in the “Library Visits” article on page 22—
ed. note.]
   Wednesday began with a tour of the National Archives, 
where we saw the original documents of the United 

States Constitution, 
Declaration of 
Independence, and 
the Bill of Rights. We 
also received a 
special presentation 
from Mary Rephlo, 
Director of the 
Modern Archives 

Institute, to help us better understand the concept 
of archives and how archival materials are arranged. 
She also pointed us to valuable resources on building 
archival collections. This presentation was followed 

by a tour of the Reading 
Rooms, where students 
and researchers go to learn 
about the holdings of the 
National Archives and make 
requests for materials. We 
finished up with a tour of 
the permanent exhibit, 
including my favorite part, 
the original homestead 
deed belonging to Mr. 
Wilder, father of Laura 
Ingalls Wilder, one of my namesakes. After a brief trip to 
the souvenir shop, we were whisked back to the hotel for 
the afternoon workshops.
   The first workshop I attended was on writing media 
reviews. The leader, Monica Tenney, writes and edits 
reviews for Congregational Libraries Today. I picked up 
many helpful tips, received a list of further resources, 
and walked out inspired to ramp up reviews of Media 
Center materials to help get the word out about the 
great resources available in our collection. The second 
workshop was on writing a policy and procedure manual 
for your church library. Glenda Strombom, a co-author 
of the newest version of this CSLA guide, went over 
the detailed manual and scrapbook she created for her 
church library.  I wrote down lots of ideas that I will be 
implementing and writing about over the next year.  [For 
more on these workshops, turn to “Workshops” on page 
4—ed. note.]

First-time attendee Laura Dallas 
relates her conference experience

Mary Rephlo addresses conferees
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From The President’s Desk...
THE GIFT OF CONGREGATIONAL LIBRARY MINISTRY

   As I move on to the position of Immediate Past President, I want to take this 
opportunity to thank you, the members of CSLA, for giving me the opportunity to 
serve you as president.  I have met and marveled at so many dedicated congregational 
librarians in my time of service.  I salute you for your gift of library ministry to your 
respective congregations.  With energy and single-minded resolve you study, find, 
order, purchase, organize, catalog, label, shelve, and re-shelve the materials in your 
congregational library.  You also provide reference service via printed material or the 
internet.  What a gift!
   You confer with church school and Vacation Bible School teachers to learn about the current curriculum—
then loan books from your adult and children’s collections to those groups to enhance the learning experience.  
What a gift!  You attend Bible study sessions and offer additional materials from the library to provide more 
information.  What a gift!  You hold holiday book/DVD sales through your local religious or denominational 
bookstore to bring new materials to families and donations to your library.  What a gift!  You produce summer 
reading programs for children and youth to stimulate their reading of inspirational material while they are on 
school vacation.  What a gift!  Your responsibility in the grand scheme of congregational life is that of sharing 
your faith through library materials—books, CDs, DVDs, journals, and websites.  What a spiritual gift!
   Whatever you do to further your congregation’s faith through your library, do it with energy and enthusiasm.  
Stretch yourself a bit to try something new—something you learned at our CSLA conference in Washington or 
at a chapter meeting.  And, never stop learning and trying new ideas.  We have a rich and wonderful profession 
as congregational librarians.  Let’s enhance and enjoy it with energy and enthusiasm.
   CSLA is proud to be a part of your library ministry and welcomes the opportunity to support you in it.  What a 
gift!  Remember to make good use of the organization’s publications—Congregational Libraries Today, guides, 
bibliographies—and its mentoring program.  In return, CSLA welcomes your financial and leadership support in 
order to remain a viable organization. What a gift!  
   A task force on the future of CSLA is currently studying financial, membership, and leadership issues of the 
organization in order to be responsible to its members. What a gift!  Change in the structure of the organization 
may be coming.  Stay tuned.        Marjorie Smink, President
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   The third day began with a much-anticipated tour of 
the Library of Congress. We started with a talk by Dr. 
John Y. Cole, the Director of the Center for the Book. 
He explained much of the history and arrangement of 
the library. We were able to view the Gutenberg Bible, 
the Great Bible of Mainz, and the first map that ever 
had “America” written on it. The library has recreated 
Thomas Jefferson’s original library, from which the Library 
of Congress was developed. We saw the Reading Room 
of the library from above and toured the current exhibits 
of Creating the United States, the Gershwin Exhibit, and 
Hope for America—centered around American legend 
Bob Hope.  After visiting the gift shop, we were back on 
the bus, heading for our third and final workshop.
   The final workshop I attended on promoting your 
library involved an exchange of ideas between the 
participants. National Church Library Month is October, 
and I brainstormed ideas to get the word out about the 
Conference Media Center. Tell your colleagues! Many 
pastors in our conference don’t even know that we have 
a media center.
   The CSLA Conference also included an exhibit hall and 
silent auction. In the exhibit hall, I met a representative 
from OPALS, an open source integrated library 
system.  This feature-rich program would catapult our 
library’s catalog into the twenty-first century, and I will be 
downloading a free demo soon to evaluate its merits for 
the Media Center. In the silent auction, many books were 
going for $1.00 or not much more. I ended up with six 
new titles for the Media Center for a cost of only $9.00! 
   On the final morning of the conference, we were 
supposed to tour Wesley Theological Seminary, but in the 

course of their renovation, they had discovered asbestos 
and the building had been closed.  Instead, Reverend Dr. 
D. William Faupel, Director of the Library, and Reverend 
James Estes, Information Services Librarian, came to us 
to give their presentations. Dr. Faupel talked to us about 
being a seminary librarian and how the library is arranged; 
he walked us through a printout of the renovation plans, 
which forecast a switch to electronic resources with 
more space for students to meet, study, and learn. In a 
collection of ten thousand reference books, the library 
weeded out five thousand books that were outdated or 
available online, sent three thousand seldom-used books 
to the basement, and ended up with two thousand left 
in the library, most of which are biblical encyclopedias 
and commentaries. Reverend Estes teaches information 
literacy to students at the seminary, and he defined 
this concept for us as “the ability to recognize one’s 
need for information, identify sources for it, retrieve it 
and evaluate it, and use it wisely.”  Reverend Estes also 
talked about e-readers, tablet computers, and electronic 
resources and the heavy use of these technologies by 
students and staff in their library.
   Although I was a first-timer and the youngest person in 
attendance, I was warmly greeted by many kind librarians 
and their traveling partners, learned lots about how other 
church libraries are run, and came away with great ideas 
to improve the North Carolina Conference Media Center.
—Laura Dallas, Media Center Associate, NC Conference 
Media Center United Methodist Church, ldallas@
nccumc.org
   Coverage of the CSLA conference in Washington 
continues on page 4.

The Best Tool for a Librarian!
This is one of those tools that every congregational library and resource center should 
place on its MUST HAVE list.  It is a carefully researched and edited guide that is an 
essential aid for a beginning library but also one for bringing an existing library into the 
21st Century.  The manual combines the guide for setting up a library with the policy 
and procedures manual and adds the previous volume of standards for congregational 
libraries. Smooth reading and an easily followed step-by-step outline make this an aid 
no library or resource center should be without. 

$12 for members, $14 for non-members, plus $3.00 p&h

Request from:
CSLA, 2920 SW Dolph Ct, Suite 3A, Portland OR 97219-4055
csla@worldaccessnet.com

Thank you, San Jose Bay Area Chapter, for paying for the printing of this guide!

Organizing 
a Library or 
Resource 
Center
Creating a Policy and 
Procedure Manual

Carol Campbell
Dianne Oswald
Glenda Strombom
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Connecting with Your Congregation
 Cheryl Cutchin and Marjorie 
Smink presented the workshop, 
Connecting With Your Congregation. 
With a PowerPoint presentation 
they demonstrated the ability 
of online reference sources such 

as concordances, dictionaries, 
handbooks, and encyclopedias to 
answer questions about the Bible and 
Bible passages. Websites providing 
parallel translations and versions of 
the Bible were also explored. Sites 
for religious bookstores, faith-based 
publishers, theological issues, and 
individual denominations were 
also provided. Social networking 
was explored as another way to 
bring computer technology into the 
congregational library. Facebook, 
Twitter, Google Groups, wikis, 
and blogs were discussed and 
demonstrated as options for 
congregational communications.
  —Marjorie Smink

Getting Good Reviews:  Attracting 
Library Visitors with Media Reviews
 Monica Tenney explained how 
reviews can help promote your library. 
Reviews describe and evaluate media 
in your library by creating a mental 
picture and assessing the quality 
of the media being addressed. In 
preparing to write a review, determine 

the purpose of the review, select the 
material, and read/view/listen to 
all of it. When evaluating the work, 
think of these points:  1) the extent 
to which the author accomplished 
the purpose; 2) the ease of reading 
or listening to the text; 3) whether 
or not the information contained 
therein is current; 4) special features, 
such as a good index or glossary; 
and 5) the physical appeal of the 
presentation of the text itself.
   Polish your review:  read through to 
ensure that you have not repeated 
yourself. Put it down and come 
back and re-read it later—read 
it aloud. Remember, the person 
reading your review knows nothing 
about the media you are reviewing. 
Avoid general terms, such as 
“readable” or “well-written”—be 
succinct but specific in assessing the 
work’s purpose and success. Avoid 
recounting the plot, but do include 
a brief summary of the author’s 
credentials or previous works.
   Now that you have your review, you 
can use it to promote your library:  
make an announcement during 
worship service, place your review in 
the weekly bulletin, post the review 
on the congregation’s website, put 
it in the congregation or library 
newsletter, post it on a bulletin 
board, or announce it in meetings 
and classes.  Monica recommended 
these sources: Writing Reviews for 
Readers’ Advisory by Brad Hooper 
and the CSLA guide, Developing an 
Effective Library: Ways to Promote 
your Congregational Library by Lois 
Ward.   —Joyce Davison

The Care and Feeding of Volunteers
Delegates attending this workshop 
left with several memorable tips 

from an unnamed internet source, 
including:
Recruit prospective volunteers with 
a five-second introduction and a 
brochure listing specific needs and 
approximate times necessary for 
each task.
Have prospective volunteers sign 
up for specific tasks and give them 
something to take away to read later. 
The act of signing one’s name goes a 
long way toward establishing a real 
commitment.
Remember, you want to activate 
interested volunteers, not convert 
uninterested ones. 
Plug in interested volunteers right 
away. They can help you recruit or 
plan your next outing. Nurture them. 
Let them know they are doing a good 
job.
Host regular group activities that 
are purely social, and you are likely 
to see the same people show up for 
workdays in the library.
  —Curtis Howard

Beyond Pizza and Coke—Cool Teen 
Programs
   The Beyond Pizza and Coke—Cool 
Teen Programs workshop focused 
on “Your Call: A Youth Best Practice,” 
a unique vocational discernment 
program created at Wilshire Baptist 
Church in Dallas, Texas, for high school 

students. Teen leaders are to consider 
whether we nurture discernment 

The Wonderful World of CSLA Workshops

Cheryl Cutchin explains connecting

Moving Beyond PIzza and Coke
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through tasks that  we assign to 
our young people. The question to 
ask ourselves is, “Is this assignment 
informational or formational?”

Informational assignments:
Cover, quickly, as much material as possible
Seek objective meaning, truth, or principle 
to apply
Seek to master text as an object to control
Analytical and critical
Concerned with solving a problem

Formational Assignments:
Cover and savor small portions of content
Focus on depth, seeking multiple layers of 
meaning in a single passage
Allow the texts to master the student who 
is shaped by the texts
Require a humble, willing, loving approach 
to texts
Open to mystery

   The challenge for young people at 
Wilshire is to discern God’s work in 
whatever vocation they feel called to 
pursue.  A “must read” by Dorothy 
Bass:  On Our Way: Christian Practices 
for Living a Whole Life. 
  —Curtis Howard

Creating and Growing a Library 
Budget
   Developing effective public relations 
tactics for the library is the key to 
unlocking donations from the rest 
of the congregation, according to 
William Doole of the Library Board of 
the National Presbyterian Church in 
Washington, who led this workshop. 

>>”Workshops” continues on page 21
>>Additional conference coverage 

begins on page 20 

Even a bake sale is an opportunity to 
get in front of an audience. All libraries 
should have a separate fund in the 
congregational budget, and donors 
should be instructed to write “library 
fund” on the memo line of their 
checks. He suggested these steps: 
establish relationships with potential 
donors; get them involved; do not 
demand too much from them; and 
send personal invitations to events, 
for example, a library luncheon.
   A “friends of the library” program 
has worked for many congregational 
libraries, he noted. Such programs are 
a source of donations and volunteer 
support. All “friends” should be given 
a special project.
Doole also recommended that 
libraries go beyond naming a token 
teenager to their board. Instead, they 
should form a separate advisory board 
of members ten through eighteen 
years old.  Libraries also should not 
hesitate to charge a small admission 
fee to events, such as movie night, 
and donation boxes should be in plain 
sight at all times. —David W. Reid

Order and Organization
 Glenda Strombom has it all 
together—her library, that is. Glenda, 
co-author (with Carol Campbell and 
Dianne Oswald) of the new CSLA 
guide Organizing a Library or Resource 
Center, showed congregational 
librarians how she uses the guide as 
the basis for keeping every essential 
document and bit of information 
about her library right where she 
needs it.
   Glenda keeps a thick binder, with 
pages from the organizational guide 
separated into chapters, marked 
by colorful tabbed dividers, and 
augmented with relevant records 
from her library at Union Presbyterian 
Church in Los Altos, California. 
Chapters of the guide cover important 
aspects of managing a congregational 

library, including: mission statement; 
facilities, furniture and equipment; 
policies; processing acquisitions; 
publicity and promotions; staff, 
reports; planning ahead; history; 
and evaluation. Glenda adds to the 
appropriate sections her library’s 
policies, forms, photographs, source 
information for equipment and 
supplies, purchasing records, and 
other essential information. One 
workshop attendee noted that we 
must consider how our successors 
will get the information they need. 
The CSLA guide Organizing a Library 
or Resource Center and its effective 
use as demonstrated by Glenda in her 
workshop are terrific tools for keeping 
it all together in your library.
  —Monica Tenney

   Cheryl Smith, another attendee at 
this workshop, adds:  This workshop 
was wonderful. I was told my library 
had a manual but I have never seen 
it; it was nice of Glenda to share what 
one should really look like and include. 
If I should one day be in charge of our 
library, I would like to work on this 
right away. This workshop should be 
given to all newcomers to the CSLA 
conferences. It was great and I was 
excited to write one of my own—
Glenda was inspirational. 

In the workshop Out From Under A Bushel, 
co-presenter Bonnie Van Dorn offers advice for 
promoting congregational libraries.

Joanne Adetayo, leading the workshop Telling 
Stories or Story Telling, delights attendees with 
new ideas for motivating children to read, using 
the age-old art of storytelling.
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Library Limelight: Keep Yours in the Center

   The Middle Ages seem always to have a lure for 
readers. This attraction is probably not explainable 
but is nonetheless true. Search your shelves and 
you will undoubedly find books that are either set in 
medieval times or have the “feel” of that era:  look 
at the Harry Potter series; even though it is not set 

in the Middle Ages, it 
has all the attributes of 
that time.  And, it is easy 
to do a background for 
such media:  a piece of 
brocade-like material, 
a metal goblet (or vase 
that looks like a goblet), 
an elaborate necklace or 
bracelet—and you have 

set the tone. Look at your media and see what fits 
with this period. Remember, the Middle Ages cover 
the years from roughly 500 to 1500 AD (CE). Relevant 
materials from your library include the development 
of the church and of church music, as well as the 
stories of the lives of those who lived then—a wealth 
of material.
   After all, our Bible was not available for all to read 
until the end of the Middle Ages. You could show the 
progression of the first written to the first printed 
Bibles and forward.  Englishing of the Bible would 
make a good text for a display. There are currently 
many reprints of the Wycliffe, Tyndale, Coverdale, 
and Matthew’s Bibles. We have copies of many 
translations of the Bible in our library so that people 
can look them over and decide which they would like 
to use for their own readings.  Our own William Gentz 
felt it most important to have multiple translations 
available for perusal. Remember, this year is the 
400th anniversary of the King James Version.
   Many good fiction books are set in medieval 
times: the award-winning The Door in the Wall, by 
Marguerite de Angeli and The Whipping Boy, by Sid 
Fleischman, come immediately to mind. Both provide 

valuable lessons about tolerance and 
awareness of others while showing 
the true grind of that life. One book I 
find myself repeatedly recommending 
to readers is The Ramsay Scallop, by 
Frances Temple. This is the 
story of two English teenagers 
sent by their village on the 
pilgrimage to the Cathedral 
of St. James in Spain. The 
purpose of the trip is to offer 
atonement for the sins of the village during the 
just-completed crusade. People today still walk this 
pilgrimage—known as the Way of St. James and the 
Camino de Santiago—from points all over Europe to 
Spain. This story will go well with any season of the 
religious year as it deals with everyday life in relation 
to God as well as major introspection.  Consider 
including My Journey to Life: On the Trail of Celtic 
Saints, a DVD reviewed in this edition of CLT.
   Along this same idea are dragons.  

We have talked a good deal this 
year about training your dragon.  
With the great popularity of the 
movie by that name, libraries can 
certainly play on that:  Train Your 
Reading Dragon or Get Fired 
Up...About Reading or ...About 
Your Library.  Dragon figures 

are available everywhere in all shapes and sizes 
and ALWAYS attract attention! There are plenty to 
download from the internet. Just type “dragons” 
into the Google search box and see what you get. 
Continuing with this theme, you could get a toy 
sword or a child’s toy javelin and try some variant 
of “getting the point!”  Good Books Always Have a 
Point or The Library Can Point the Way.
   This autumn, celebrate medieval times with your 
congregation!

—Dottie Lewis, deglewis@gmail.com

This is a photo of the actual 
Ramsay Scallop from the 

cathedral wall.  Pilgrims get 
a token of this when they 

complete the journey. 
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      SPECIAL FOR CSLA….PICK YOUR PROGRAM… 
Then take 50% off the price to help us  

celebrate our 30th year! 

***     CATALOG CARD CREATOR            $115   was $229 
(Prints catalog card sets or singles and label sets.   Pre-formatted,  
you select type size, style.)  Complete with 100 sheet package of 3 
cards on a sheet catalog cards… 
 

 

***    COMPUTER ACCESS CATALOG   $245    was $489 
(Catalog, easiest multi-field searching, prints label sets and lists)  
 

 

 ***  The CIRCULATION DESK                  $300  was $599 
(Circulation System, catalog, easiest multi-field searching, overdue  
management, prints label sets and lists) 
 

*** These programs also available in versions that print
catalog card sets or singles and label sets.    
 Pre-formatted,  you select type size, style.)  
 

      EASY TO LEARN… 
         EASY TO USE… 
              AFFORDABLE ! 

              Serving the Church and Synagogue  
          Library Community for more than 30 years 

 

RIGHT ON PROGRAMS 
27 Bowdon Road 

Huntington  NY  11740 

 631-424-7777  FAX: 424-7207 
email: 

friends@rightonprograms.com 

  CONTACT US………. 
 for a complete,  

fully functioning, 
DEMO program….    

FREE! 
 

Try Before You Buy! 

Time to AUTOMATE 
your CHURCH LIBRARY! 

 

The time is RIGHT! 
 

      The price is RIGHT! 
 

       The software is from 
       RIGHT ON PROGRAMS! 

Index of 
Publications 
on the Web

Searching for just the right CSLA 
guide that might be helpful to you in 
your library ministry?  Check www.
cslainfo.org for a NEWLY REVISED 
index using topics common to librar-
ians.  Topics range from accessioning, 
circulation, memorials, and posters to 
weeding.

If you don’t have access to the 
internet, try your public library for 
internet access, or call Judy Janzen at 
1-800-LIB-CSLA.

Do you order 
from Amazon? 
When you order books—or 
anything else—from Amazon, 
there is an easy way for you to 
provide financial assistance to the 
Church and Synagogue Library 
Association. Just remember to go 
first to the CSLA website at www.
cslainfo.org.

In the box at the bottom on the 
right side, just click on the logo:

Amazon pays a commission 
to CSLA for all orders placed 
in this fashion, and there is no 
increased cost to you. So, it is a 
free and easy way in which you 
can support the ongoing work of 
CSLA.*
 
*Some browsers may require you to type in the 
name of a book before taking you to Amazon. Do 
not click on Get Widget. If you have problems, 
contact Judy Janzen at the CSLA office.  
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Prayer & Reflection

Near to the Heart of God: Meditations 
on 366 Best-Loved Hymns
Robert J. Morgan & Revell (an imprint of Baker), 
2010. 381p. $15.99, paperback. 1 ISBN: 
978-0-8007-3395-7. 8 www.revellbooks.com 5 
245 Hymns—Devotional use. Hymns—History and 
criticism. Devotional calendars.

Robert Morgan considers hymns, from the 
first song of Moses in Exodus 15 to today’s 
new choruses, to be responses to the Bible’s 

instruction to “sing a new song.” He feels that each younger 
generation needs to be writing new praises to God. Jesus said 
that wise people bring out both old and new treasures from their 
storehouses, so even though we have new treasures, we must 
not lose the old hymns that are miniature Bible studies, journeys 
into Christian history, and timeless devotions. In this collection, 
Morgan includes 366 hymns (without music) that he feels will 
never be out of date.  

On each page, he introduces one hymn (all stanzas included) 
with author, date, and a short review of the hymn’s unique his-
tory or use. The “meditation” is the message in the hymn. Al-
though this is a devotional calendar, designed for making praise 
and worship part of one’s day, it is excellent for browsing, locat-
ing forgotten lines from a personal favorite, or special devotions. 
Near to the Heart of God includes an index of titles and first lines 
for easy location of hymns. Recommended as a quick in-library 
reference and as part of the circulating collection for all Christian 
libraries.     —Lois H. Ward 

My Journey to Life: On the Trail of 
Celtic Saints  (DVD)
Rainer Wälde Media, 2010. 8 Distributed by 
Vision Video. 75 minutes. $19.99, DVD. 1 
Catalog # 501389D. 8 www.visionvideo.com 5 
235.2 Christian saints, Celtic.

Viewers of My Journey to Life take a spiritual 
tour through Ireland and Britain, lands where 
the Celtic saints of old walked and lived their 
faith. The videography in this DVD is superb, 

and the narration makes clear the impact such saints as Patrick, 
Brigid, Columcille, Aidan, and Cuthbert had on Christianity.

Whether they watch the DVD in one sitting or divide it into its 
fourteen chapters—great for group discussion—viewers will be 
impressed by how the music and chanting combine with scenes 

of nature. My Journey to Life presents a look back at historical 
figures who continue to guide our spiritual journeys today.

Vision Video has created another great DVD for Christian 
libraries.    —Mary Lou Henneman

Women and Men in Communal 
Prayer: Halakhic Perspectives 
Daniel Sperber, et al. & KTAV, 2010. 418p. 
$24.95, paperback. 1 ISBN: 978-1-60280-152-3. 
8 www.ktav.com 5 296.832 Orthodox Judaism—
Customs and practices. Jewish women.

Change in the Orthodox world is accom-
panied by legal (halakhic) debates measur-
ing the boundaries of permissible behavior. 
Women and Men in Communal Prayer presents 

one such debate, calling women to recite blessings over the 
Torah reading during a public service.

Orthodox prayer services separate men and women, and the 
public roles open to women are restricted. In recent years these 
boundaries have been tested, and changes are taking place. The 
outside world sees only the results; this volume opens a window 
on the process.   
The book includes an informative introduction, two major posi-

tion papers on the question of women being called to the Torah, 
and two pointed rebuttals. The papers are detailed, laying out 
the issues, tracing the debates, and exploring the implications 
of their own positions. They touch on a range of related issues as 
they consider such basic halakhic categories as the honor due to 
the congregation and the honor due to an individual.

For the Orthodox reader, this book is a gem. For the rest of us it 
is an opportunity to understand a world that is otherwise closed 
to us. While the debate is particular to the Orthodox world, the 
ethical issues hold broader interest. —Rabbi Louis A. Rieser

Gray Matter: A Neurosurgeon 
Discovers the Power of Prayer. . .
One Patient at a Time
David Levy with Joel Kilpatrick. & Tyndale 
House, 2011. 304p. $14.99, paperback. 1 
ISBN: 978-1-4143-3975-7. 8 www.tyndale.com 5 
261.5'61 Medicine—Religious aspects—Christian-
ity. Nervous system—Surgery. Prayer—Christianity.
“No surgeon, not even the most highly 

trained, can save a life alone.” Surgery out-
comes, neurosurgeon David Levy writes, “are ultimately in God’s 
hands.” In Gray Matter: A Neurosurgeon Discovers the Power of 
Prayer . . . One Patient at a Time, Levy tells how learning to pray 
with his patients has transformed his life.
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In his youth, Levy had little ambition. Because his parents 
had been ostracized by their own parents for becoming 
Christians, he was not fully aware of his Jewish heritage. But 
when he entered medical school at age twenty, he found that 
many of his fellow students were Jewish. It was then that he 
gained a real appreciation of his heritage and his gifts.

Levy became a noted neurosurgeon, and pride has been 
one of his battles. He felt strongly called to pray for—and 
with—his patients. He details the struggles he faced and 
the fears he had to overcome in order to make praying with 
his patients an integral part of his practice. He does this by 
recounting some of his most challenging cases.

Gray Matter gives the reader an unusual opportunity to 
see medical science and Christian faith working hand in 
hand.     —Beverly M. Bixler

Wayfaring: Essays Pleasant and 
Unpleasant
Alan Jacobs. & Eerdmans, 2010. 154p. 
$18.00, paperback. 1 ISBN: 978-0-8028-
6568-7. 8 www.eerdmans.com 5 809  Chris-
tianity and literature.

Alan Jacobs, a professor of English at 
Wheaton College in Illinois, leads read-
ers through a variety of topics and texts 
related to travel, journey, and move-

ment, as if on a path with insightful stops along the way. 
Essays in Wayfaring introduce a book or group of books, 
comparing and evaluating within the context of time and 
culture. Jacobs looks at various works, including poetry by 
Kahlil Gibran, Samuel Johnson’s dictionary, and J. K. Rowl-
ing’s Harry Potter books (which he notes are “always on the 
side of life.”) 

A “Signs & Wonders” section aptly begins with a chapter 
on church signs. In the same section Jacobs discusses 
gardening, trees, and The Green Bible (HarperCollins, 2008). 
In an especially insightful chapter called “The End of Friend-
ship,” Jacobs observes that friendship has “no end save 
its own perpetuation” and that much about friendship is 
inexpressible.

While Christianity is referenced throughout the text, 
Jacobs focuses specifically on evangelicals in “Do-It-Yourself 
Tradition,” noting the writings of Philip Yancey and Brian 
McLaren, among others. 

Previous books by Jacobs include The Narnian: The Life 
and Imagination of C. S. Lewis (HarperOne, 2008). Wayfaring 
will appeal to persons with a particular interest in litera-
ture—religious or secular.   —Carolyn Egolf 
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Living in Faith

Flourish: Discover the Daily Joy of 
Abundant, Vibrant Living
Catherine Hart Weber. & Bethany House (an imprint 
of Baker), 2010. 299p. $14.99, paperback. 1 ISBN: 
978-0-7642-0808-9. 8 www.bethanyhouse.com 5 
248.4 Christian life. Christianity—Psychology.

Live—Grow—Flourish. Note the progres-
sion. To flourish bespeaks abundance, thriving, 
and life beyond the minimum. Drawing on 
faith and her work as a therapist and educator, 

Catherine Hart Weber invites us to daily practices that uplift, even 
as she grounds her text in the reality that life includes challenge.

Flourish is divided into six parts. It opens with a reminder of 
God’s desire for us to experience the expansive peace called 
shalom. Remaining sections focus on intentionality, relation-
ships, joy, peace, and hope. Particular strengths of the book are 
the scientific explanations of mind/body interactions and the 
emphasis on faith, underscored by ample use of scripture and 
quotations from various writers. Checklists, definitions, and spe-
cific practices add to the book’s value. “Reflective Questions and 
Flourish Practices” follow each chapter, and four appendixes aid 
in implementing ideas.
Though longer than books generally chosen for small group 

study, this is highly recommended for that purpose due to the 
wealth of material, its practicality, and its positive tone. Recom-
mended for church and synagogue libraries, pastors, counselors, 
and anyone who desires more abundant living or is in a position 
to lead others to achieve the same. —Carolyn Egolf

The Heartbeat of God: Finding the 
Sacred in the Middle of Everything
Katharine Jefferts Schori. & Skylight Paths, 2011. 
212p. $21.99, hardcover. 1 ISBN: 978-1-59473-
292-8. 8 www.skylightpaths.com 5 248 Spiritual-
ity. Christian life. Religious life. Church and social 
problems. Religion and sociology.

As presiding bishop of the Episcopal Church, 
Katharine Jefferts Schori draws from a deep 
bank of experience within her own church 

and a broad knowledge of church life in general. The joys, minis-
tries, and challenges she writes about will resonate not only with 
Episcopalians and other Protestants, but with persons of other 
faiths, too. 
The text is divided into five main sections, each with multiple 

two- or three-page entries. Entries begin with scripture, move 
through commentary, and conclude with a single question for 
reflection. These questions pierce. Consider: “What kinds of inter-
ruptions will you go out there and cause?”
The pace of the text keeps one reading, as the “heartbeat” 

continues. Fear, faith, needs, leadership, and unity (or lack of it) 
in churches are among topics addressed. Readers are never far 
from scripture, and surprises in the form of sentences that cause 
one to pause and re-read keep one attentive.

Honesty rings through the text, as Jefferts Schori speaks to con-
troversial issues, with a particularly strong section on leadership. 
One finds hope in calls to stay tuned to God’s heartbeat, serve 
willingly, and think freedom, not fear.

Recommended for church libraries and especially for pastors 
and church leaders.    —Carolyn Egolf

Decision Making & Spiritual 
Discernment: The Sacred Art of 
Finding Your Way
Nancy L. Bieber. & Skylight Paths, 2010. 197p. 
$16.99, paperback. 1 ISBN: 978-1-59473-289-8. 
8 www.skylightpaths.com 5 204.4 Decision mak-
ing—Religious aspects. Spiritual life.

Experiences from Nancy L. Bieber’s per-
sonal and professional life provide excellent 
illustrations for her book, Decision Making 
& Spiritual Discernment. Bieber, who has 

worked for many years as a psychologist and spiritual director, 
sees three things necessary for the decision-making process 
that leads to spiritual discernment: willingness, attentiveness, 
and responsiveness. These three requirements provide the 
format for Bieber’s presentation.

First is a willingness to be open to divine direction. Next, one 
faced with making a decision must be attentive to all aspects 
of his or her situation, weighing needs and desires, dreams and 
reality. The final element in the process is responsiveness—
“taking steps forward as the way becomes clear.”

Extensive exercises to help the reader practice the three 
necessary elements of decision making conclude each chapter. 
In addition, Bieber has included a guide for a six-week group 
study of her book.    —Beverly M. Bixler

Crazy Faith: Ordinary People, 
Extraordinary Lives
Susan K. Williams Smith. & Judson Press, 
2009. 126p. $15.00, paperback. 1 ISBN: 
978-0-8170-1531-2. 8 www.judsonpress.com 5 
234.23 Faith. Spirituality.

Crazy faith, according to Susan K. Wil-
liams Smith, is knowing that God will do 
incredible things in seemingly impossible 
situations. Smith describes the lives of Mo-
ses, Gideon, David, Jesus’ disciples, Harriet 
Tubman, Washington Roebling (designer 

of the Brooklyn Bridge), and Mary McLeod Bethune (educator 
and founder of a college for African Americans). These people 
started with faith, they had vision, and they took action.

Crazy faith disregards logical arguments for inaction. Smith, 
pastor of the Advent United Church of Christ in Columbus, Ohio, 
reminds readers that true faith is not hoping beyond hope 
or sitting idly by; rather, it is acting and moving in a way that 
communicates one knows that God will prevail. She reinforces 
this point by reiterating stories of a widow in search of Elisha (2 
Kings 4), the survival of Nelson Mandela in apartheid, and the 
servanthood of Mother Teresa. Each chapter ends with a “crazy 
faith challenge.” Short, easy-to-read chapters make this book 
ideal for small groups.    —Ralph Hartsock
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Support CSLA!

Renew your membership using the 

form on page 30.



  third issue  |  2011    11

Light in Our Darkness

Hope for Your Heart: Finding 
Strength in Life’s Storms
June Hunt. & Crossway, 2011. 218p. $14.99, pa-
perback. 1 ISBN: 978-1-4335-0397-9. 8 www.
crossway.org 5 248.86 Consolation. Hope—Reli-
gious aspects—Christianity.
The sea, boats, and other nautical imagery 

support the theme of June Hunt’s Hope for 
Your Heart: Finding Strength in Life’s Storms. 
Chapter titles such as “Tidal Waves of Trouble,” 
“An Anchor Like No Other,” and “When Sea 

Billows Roll” reflect the motif. Jesus Christ is the anchor; God is the 
ultimate life preserver. Only they can give us hope when we are 
adrift in the storms life sends, be they physical, mental, emotional, 
or spiritual.

Hunt presents a wealth of experiences her clients and listeners 
have shared with her, as well as many incidents from her own life. 
She is the founder of a Christian counseling ministry and the host of 
a radio talk show, both called “Hope for Your Heart.”

Caregivers and people going through crisis will find Hope for Your 
Heart worthwhile reading.    —Beverly M. Bixler

The Cure for the Chronic Life: Overcoming the 
Hopelessness that Holds You Back
Deanna Favre and Shane Stanford. & Abingdon, 2010. 204p. $18.00, 
hardcover. 1 ISBN: 978-1-4267-1001-8. $14.95, paperback. 1 ISBN: 
978-1-4267-4225-5. 8 www.abingdonpress.com 5 248.86 Christian 
life. Worry—Religious aspects—Christianity. Hope—Religious aspects—
Christianity.

Life can be tough. Sometimes we are overwhelmed by serious 
illness or some other catastrophe, but many times we are merely 
confronted by ordinary disappointments, annoyances, and frustra-
tions that can accumulate and eat away at our spirit.

Deanna Favre, cancer survivor and wife of NFL quarterback Brett 
Favre, and Shane Stanford, a United Methodist minister who is HIV-
positive, have compiled a powerful forty-day devotional guide for 
Christians. Favre and Stanford have divided The Cure for the Chronic 
Life into four sections. They present the CURE (compassion, under-
standing, response, and encouragement), basing it in scripture and 
supporting it with personal examples, to help readers grow in faith 
as they tackle life’s challenges. Each daily section includes a Bible 
verse, a personal example, a deeper explanation of scripture, an op-
portunity for journaling, a plan of action, and a prayer.

Whether used for personal devotions or small group study, this 
book will help readers find focus in Christ.

Stanford is author of several other books, including A Positive 
Life: Living with HIV as a Pastor, Husband, and Father (Zondervan, 
2010), reviewed in CLT Volume XLIII, Number 4 (2010). —Mary Lou 
Henneman

God of Our Understanding: Jewish 
Spirituality and Recovery from 
Addiction
Shais Taub. & KTAV, 2010. 186p. $18.95, paper-
back. 1 ISBN: 978-1-60280-153-0. 8 www.ktav.
com 5 296.7087'4 Spiritual life—Judaism. Drug 
addiction. Alcoholism. Twelve-step programs. Self-
help techniques. Substance abuse—Treat-
ment. Self-actualization (Psychology).

There are those who wonder, for various reasons, whether twelve-
step programs such as Alcoholics Anonymous and its counterparts 
are appropriate for Jews. This book by Rabbi Shais Taub boldly 
considers the intent of twelve-step programs alongside classi-
cal Jewish teachings. He finds strong points of commonality. The 
positive connection between recovery from addiction, twelve-step 
programs, and Jewish spirituality could not be clearer.  
The title God of Our Understanding consciously echoes the phrase 

found in the twelve-step tradition. Taub’s presentation is inclusive 
and of interest to anyone connected with the process of recovery. 
He presents an easy-to-read, well-considered study of the program 
in light of Jewish spirituality. I liked that the book was structured 
along the lines of the twelve steps. As Taub considers the steps he 
pairs them with basic principles found in Jewish ethics and spiritual 
teachings. These pairings are powerful; no one who reads this book 
can doubt the appropriateness of twelve-step recovery programs 
for Jewish participants.  

I highly recommend this book for those who are in need of 
recovery as well as those in their families and communities. Other 
readers, too, will find much here to enhance their spiritual under-
standing.    —Rabbi Louis A. Rieser

The Mind of the Mourner: Individual 
and Community in Jewish Mourning
Joel B. Wolowelsky. & OUPress, 2010. Distributed 
by KTAV. 127p. $15.95, hardcover. 1 ISBN: 978-1-
60280-159-2.  $9.95, paperback. 1 ISBN: 978-1-
60280-149-3. 8 www.ktav.com 5 296.4'45  Jewish 
mourning customs.

Different traditions greet the universal experi-
ence of death in different ways. Jewish law and 
custom outline a detailed series of practices that 

guide the mourner and the community through the full cycle 
of grieving. Among the books that aim to describe these Jewish 
practices, this small volume is worthy of notice. The Mind of the 
Mourner goes beyond simple description to explore the meaning 
and psychology that undergirds these customs. 
The book follows the order of mourning, from the hour of death 

through the full year of observances and beyond. The last chapter 
explores interesting connections between the individual who 
mourns his or her loved one and the national mourning that char-
acterizes the Tisha B’Av and Holocaust Memorial Day observances. 
The author draws heavily on the teaching of Rabbi Joseph So-
loveitchik, one of the great thinkers of twentieth-century American 
Orthodoxy, and that adds to the quality of his analysis. This is not so 
much a book about what to do in the time of grief; it is about why 
we do what we do. Recommended for any Jewish library. 

    —Rabbi Louis A. Rieser   

Family Matters

Inside Out Families: Living the
Faith Together
Diana Garland. & Baylor University Press, 2010. 
171p. $24.95, paperback. 1 ISBN: 978-1-60258-
245-3. 8 www.baylorpress.com 5 259.1 Families—
Religious life. Church work with families. 
The concept sounds so logical and has been 

practiced so effectively. So why are more 
churches not doing it? Diana Garland, Dean of 
the School of Social Work at Baylor University in 
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Texas, tells how powerful it can be for families to help other families. 
As she explains, “my premise has been that the goal of family minis-
try is to empower families to live their faith with one another and in 
the communities and relationships in which they are embedded.” In 
her skillfully researched book, Garland gives families and churches 
practical ways to organize this important ministry. The personal 
stories included make this a good book for anyone interested in 
missions. Inside Out Families is indexed; chapter notes and the 
impressive bibliography are useful tools for further study. 

    —Mary Lou Henneman 

God Loves Single Moms: Practical
Help for Finding Confidence, Strength, 
and Hope
Teresa Whitehurst. & Revell (an imprint of Bak-
er), 2010. 187p. $12.99, paperback. 1 ISBN: 
978-0-8007-3277-6. 8 www.revellbooks.com 5 
248.8431 Single mothers—Religious life. Christian 
women—Religious life. Motherhood—Religious as-
pects—Christianity. Single mothers. Motherhood.

Psychologist Teresa Whitehurst knows from 
personal experience how tough it is to be a single mom. In God 
Loves Single Moms she offers practical suggestions on scheduling, 
money matters, discipline, basic organization, and much more, as 
she helps women regain control of their lives. Suggested invento-
ries help readers assess their current situations, and examples and 
advice give practical ideas on improving family lives. Each chapter 
highlights positive thinking and provides an inspirational prayer. 
Whitehurst discusses how single moms can gain spiritual strength 
and find support from people around them. This book is an excel-
lent self-help choice for Christian women and would be a good 
subject for small group discussion.  —Mary Lou Henneman

Teenology: The Art of Raising
Great Teenagers
Jim Burns. & Bethany House (an imprint of 
Baker), 2010. 221p. $14.99, paperback. 1 ISBN: 
978-0-7642-0704-4. 8 www.bethanyhouse.com 5 
248.845 Parent and teenager—Religious aspects—
Christianity. Parenting—Religious aspects—Christi-
anity. Teenagers—Religious life. Child-rearing—Re-
ligious aspects—Christianity.
Jim Burns felt called to work with and minis-

ter to teens. It is fortunate for teens and their parents that he did. 
Burns directs the HomeWord Center for Youth and Family at Azusa 
Pacific University near Los Angeles. In Teenology, he explains the 
physiological, emotional, and spiritual changes teens go through 
as they mature. When parents understand what is occurring in their 
children, their next important step is to keep the lines of communi-
cation open. 

With issues such as dating, sexuality, peer pressure, self-image, 
bullying, and pornography, how can parents guide their teenagers, 

keep them safe, and encourage good decision-making based on 
Christian faith? Burns offers practical advice and great examples. He 
addresses many of the challenges teens sometimes face, including 
body image, depression, sexual abuse, and loss. This book is a must-
read for Christian parents. It will let them know they are not alone 
as they help their teens navigate adolescence. 

    —Mary Lou Henneman

No Place for Abuse: Biblical & Practical 
Resources to Counteract Domestic 
Violence. Rev. ed.
Catherine Clark Kroeger and Nancy Nason-Clark. & 
InterVarsity, 2010. 249p. $17.00, paperback. 1 
ISBN: 978-0-8308-3838-7. 8 www.ivpress.com 5 
261.8'327 Church work with dysfunctional families. 
Family violence—Religious aspects—Christianity.

Seminary professor Catherine Clark Kroeger 
and sociologist Nancy Nason-Clark have revised 

No Place for Abuse, which they first published in 2001. It is a care-
fully researched and documented analysis of domestic violence. 
In the preface, they write: “Secular knowledge alone is insufficient. 
Women and men alike voice another concern. When will people 
talk about abuse in theological language?” The authors think that 
sacred and secular caregivers have worked in isolation from each 
other for too long. Their book emphasizes the need to combine the 
two approaches.
The first chapter presents an overview of the worldwide scope of 

the abuse women suffer. Subsequent chapters deal with specific 
aspects of abuse—causes and problems—as well as ways of cop-
ing with and treating it. The final chapter discusses many resources 
available in print and on the internet.

Kroeger and Nason-Clark note that only eight percent of clergy 
feel they are well equipped to help victims of abuse. No Place for 
Abuse is a valuable resource for clergy and other caregivers. 

     —Beverly M. Bixler

Spiritually Healthy Divorce: 
Navigating Disruption with Insight 
and Hope
Carolyne Call. & Skylight Paths, 2011. 205p. 
$16.99, paperback. 1 ISBN: 978-1-59473-288-1. 
8 www.skylightpaths.com 5 248.846 Divorced 
people—Religious life. Divorce—Religious aspects—
Christianity.

Carolyne Call’s sensitivity in Spiritually Healthy 
Divorce comes from professional and personal 

experience. An ordained minister, college lecturer, and advisor to 
people experiencing divorce, Call has herself been divorced. To 
illustrate her discussions, she extensively quotes people she has 
counseled, and she shares her personal reactions to her own 
divorce.

Call advocates having a spiritual roadmap to help navigate 
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through divorce. Creating the roadmap requires serious introspec-
tion regarding one’s relationship to self, to others, and to God. It 
also requires a serious examination of reasons for obtaining a 
divorce and the setting of a goal for one’s future. To help with all 
this, she advises readers to have a “compassionate mirror,” a person 
who will allow one to reflect on his or her thoughts and attitudes 
regarding divorce.

In addition to references for further reading on the subject, Call 
includes guidelines for establishing a small group devoted to 
spirituality in divorce and for using her book in such a group. Clergy, 
anyone contemplating or going through divorce, and professionals 
involved in the divorce process will find Spiritually Healthy Divorce 
helpful.      —Beverly M. Bixler

The Power of We: God’s Gift to Marriage  (DVD)
David J. Ludwig. 8 Concordia, 2009. Approx. 180 minutes. $69.99, 
DVD with CD-ROM. 1 Catalog #: 203487WEB 8 www.cph.org 5 
248.844 Marriage—Biblical teaching.  

Pastors and other professionals who are looking for a good Bible 
study for pre-marriage or marriage counseling will appreciate this 
DVD and CD-ROM set. The DVD contains six sessions, each with a 
run time of about twenty minutes. Sessions are divided into smaller 
segments to allow appropriate breaks for discussion. Guided by the 
onscreen couple Jack and Victoria, a husband and wife who explain 
the basics on how married couples relate effectively or ineffectively 
with each other, viewers follow three other couples through rela-
tionship scenarios. When things go wrong, short scenes demon-
strate how couples can resolve difficult issues when they turn to 
prayer and rely on God’s will for guidance. For healthy relationships, 
couples must focus on the we instead of the me. It helps if Christian 
couples remember that Christ is also part of their relationship.
The CD provides a leader’s guide (seventy-five pages) and a par-

ticipant’s guide (eighty-three pages). Each of the lessons contains 
Bible readings, prayers, relationship strategies, questions, and 
responses. The Power of We is designed for six one-hour sessions, 
but there is enough bonus material to extend a study to twelve 
sessions. This is an excellent resource to enrich new marriages or to 
help couples who are going through tough times. 

    —Mary Lou Henneman

Hospitality

Mennonite Girls Can Cook
Lovella Schellenberg, et al. & Herald (an imprint 
of Mennonite Publishing Network), 2011. 207p. 
$24.99, hardcover. 1 ISBN: 978-0-8361-9553-
8. 8 www.heraldpress.com 5 641.5 Mennonite 
cooking. Cookbooks.
“You Mennonite girls sure can cook,” Lovella 

Schellenberg has been told. She and nine 
friends prove it in this beautiful cookbook. 

Most of the authors first met on the internet, sharing recipes and 
stories. All but one live in western Canada. Recipes reflect their 
heritage as Mennonites whose German forebears fled to Russia to 
escape persecution. Inspired by Christ “to share the joy of hospital-
ity,” they wrote their cookbook to honor the women who taught 
them to delight in cooking and serving.

Dishes are hearty, but many are health-conscious. Instructions 
are clear, with amounts given in both conventional measures and 
metric weights. One of the authors, Julie Klassen, has celiac disease; 
she contributes gluten-free recipes.

The recipes are tempting, but the presentation and the extras 
make this book a standout. Many of the photographs are stunning 
in their beauty. Every recipe is accompanied by a brief comment 
from the contributor and at least one color photo. Each author 
takes a page to tell her own story, so readers get to know the 
women behind the recipes. They add “Bread for the Journey,” peri-
odic pages with scripture and reflection. Color photos adorn even 
the glossary and index. 

Proceeds are being donated to feed hungry children. Enthusiasti-
cally recommended for church libraries.  —Monica Tenney

Kosher Elegance: The Art of Cooking 
with Style
Efrat Libfroind. & Feldheim, 2011. 257p. $39.99, 
hardcover. 1 ISBN: 978-1-59826-762-4. 8 
www.feldheim.com 5 641.5676 Jewish cooking. 
Cookbooks.

Kosher Elegance is more than just another 
oversized cookbook; it is an unusually creative 
offering by Efrat Libfroind, an Israeli chef, on 
food preparation and presentation. Libfroind 

organizes her one-hundred-plus recipes under nine categories. 
Recipes contain brief introductions and cooking tips and are 
enhanced by Shiran Carmel’s striking full-page color photographs. 
Frequent ingredients include chicken, salmon, nuts, dried cranber-
ries, honey, soy milk, vegetables, whipping cream or non-dairy 
substitute, and chocolate. The finished creations are exquisitely 
shaped, often in rounds, squares, rectangles, or cones.

I made the sweet potato salad from the “Simplicity” section. It was 
delicious but took longer than this category’s ascribed two minutes, 
requiring a fair amount of chopping and fifteen minutes for baking 
the sweet potato cubes to the desired consistency. 
Translated from the Hebrew by Brocha David, this cookbook is 

recommended for congregational libraries where there is interest in 
a wide variety of food options.

Even though Libfroind is primarily a pastry chef, the index lists 
only one pie recipe and no cookies or cakes (although cake bases 
are used for roulades). There are, however, brownies and petit fours. 
Right now, thinking of autumn and winter entertaining, I am look-
ing at the chocolate petit fours that feature halva, a crushed sesame 
seed confection, as an ingredient. Yum!  —Evelyn Pockrass

Baptist Dishes Worth Blessing
Jo Ann Leavell, ed. Illustrated by Joy Rust. & Peli-
can, 2010. 192p. $14.95, spiral-bound paperback. 
1 ISBN: 978-1-58980-705-1. 8 www.pelicanpub.
com 5 641.5 Cookbooks.

Baptist Dishes Worth Blessing is an attractive 
version of the familiar spiral-bound cookbooks 
often compiled by church committees and 
similar groups. This second edition of a volume 
first published in 1978 by the New Orleans Bap-

tist Theological Seminary (NOBTS) offers more than five hundred 
recipes collected by students, faculty, and staff. 

Recipes vary widely, and many are suitable for potlucks—there 
is no shortage of casseroles and salads. Some recipes serve ten 
or more. Special features include a history of NOBTS; Joy Rust’s 
charcoal drawings of scenes from the campus; menus for special 
occasions, such as a Christmas open house or bridal tea; a guide to 
party-planning; and a helpful list of the quantities of various foods 
needed to serve one hundred people. A non-culinary “Look in the 
Bible” section suggests specific Bible passages for particular circum-
stances. The book closes with an index.

can Cook
girlsMennonite

Mennonite Girls Can Cook is filled with more than a hundred enticing and easy-to-use recipes that are 
bound to become trusted favorites. Combine these with the many personal stories and colorful photos 
and you have a close kitchen companion. Join the authors on a delightful journey that’s much more about 
hospitality than entertaining—about blessing, not impressing. It’s all about passing God’s bounty on to 
family and friends.

Traditional recipes and new favorites—
with many gluten-free adaptations!

$24.99 USD/$28.99 CAD
COOKING

Meet the Mennonite Girls: Julie Klassen, Betty Reimer, Bev Klassen, Anneliese Friesen, Charlotte Penner, 
Judy Wiebe, Lovella Schellenberg, Marg Bartel, Ellen Bayles, Kathy McLellan
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There is a dated air to this cookbook; oleo appears on some ingre-
dient lists, and the back cover notes that the collection is “an indis-
pensable aid to pastors’ wives and other churchgoers.” But library 
visitors looking for an old-fashioned church-social cookbook—one 
with a Southern accent—will be glad to discover Baptist Dishes 
Worth Blessing.     —Monica Tenney 

The Reluctant Entertainer: Every 
Woman’s Guide to Simple and 
Gracious Hospitality
Sandy Coughlin. & Bethany House (an imprint of 
Baker), 2010. 160p. $17.99, hardcover. 1 ISBN: 
978-0-7642-0750-1. 8 www.bethanyhouse.com 
5 642 Entertaining. Cookbooks.
This book is a pleasure in its presentation—

color photos, easy-to-read type, and variety in 
text, recipes, and lists. It is practical, with sug-

gestions for saving time, energy, and money. Author Sandy Cough-
lin stresses simplicity, seeing perfectionism as a form of imprison-
ment from which we need to free both providers and recipients of 
hospitality. Coughlin discourages rigidity and if/then thinking. She 
recommends the use of “perfect” in one way only—we should “quit 
looking at others and turn our hope to the Perfect One.”

Coughlin refers frequently to her blog, and there you will find, as 
in the book, her “10 Commandments of Hospitality,” as well as web-
site recommendations. She provides lists of items one should keep 
on hand for relaxed hosting and food preparation. Recipes appear 
throughout the book, and there is also a collection of recipes near 
the end.

Noting that hospitality centers more on conversation than on 
food and surroundings, Coughlin includes games and conversa-
tion starters, leading to a section on “More than Dinner Parties: 
Deeper Connections.” Throughout the text there is a sense of the 
sacred, with quotes from scripture, Henri Nouwen, Edith Schaeffer, 
and others.

Recommended for church libraries and as a gift. —Carolyn Egolf

Challenging Beliefs

Max on Life: Answers and Insights to 
Your Most Important Questions
Max Lucado. & Thomas Nelson, 2011. 254p. 
$24.99, hardcover. 1 ISBN: 978-0-8499-4812-1. 
8 www.thomasnelson.com 5 230'.04624 Chris-
tian life—Miscellanea. Theology, Doctrinal—Popu-
lar works.

Many are the questions that people have 
asked pastor and well-known author Max Luca-
do. His latest book, Max on Life: Answers and 

Insights to Your Most Important Questions, is the result. Although it 
differs in format from his previous books, his style—great insight 
and gentle humor—has not changed. He has grouped 172 queries 
into seven themes, with most of the answers requiring only a page.
Just about any question one can think to ask about living a Chris-

tian life is addressed in these pages. They range from how God’s 
love is different from human love to whether it is right to quit one’s 
job and wait for Jesus’ imminent return to earth. Other questions 
concern such matters as how a woman can be the mother God 
wants her to be, what passages from the Bible we should consider 
commands for today, and how God can judge people who have 
never heard of God.

Because so many people have asked Lucado about writing and 
publishing, he concludes his book with an addendum, “The Write 
Stuff,” in which he gives some pointers. See the Thomas Nelson 
website for group study kits and other related materials. Max on 
Life will be a valuable addition to any church library.

     —Beverly M. Bixler

Speaking Christian: Why Christian 
Words Have Lost Their Meaning and 
Power—And How They Can
Be Restored
Marcus J. Borg. & HarperOne (an imprint of 
Harper Collins), 2011. 248p. $25.99, hardcover. 
1 ISBN: 978-0-06-197655-1. 8 www.harperone.
com 5 230 Theology, Doctrinal—Study and teach-
ing. Christian education and language.

Marcus Borg thinks that Christians should not 
simply recognize biblical and Christian words—they should also 
understand them. Readers familiar with Borg’s earlier works already 
know of his historical-metaphorical understanding of Christian lan-
guage. He looks beyond questions of factual accuracy to examine 
historical context and symbolic, “more-than-factual” meanings.

In Speaking Christian, chapters proceed through a Christian vo-
cabulary that includes key concepts, events, and traditions. These 
include sin, salvation, God’s character, believing, forgiveness, being 
born again, the rapture, the Lord’s Supper, the Trinity, and more. For 
each, Borg presents his views on usages and interpretations that 
reflect the character and passion of God, as revealed in Jesus. In his 
chapter on Easter, Borg writes, “the factuality of the empty tomb is 
irrelevant.” Easter’s story of the empty tomb, to Borg, “means that 
death could not hold Jesus, could not stop what he had begun.”

Speaking Christian will be especially helpful for new (or not-so-
new) Christians who are grappling with such issues as the iner-
rancy of scripture claimed by some Christians, whether Jesus died 
for our sins, the meaning of Easter, Christianity as “the only way,” or 
affirming one’s faith by saying traditional creeds. Recommended 
for all church libraries.    —Monica Tenney

The Questions Christians Hope No 
One Will Ask (With Answers)
Mark Mittelberg. & Tyndale House, 2010. 327p. 
$14.99, paperback. 1 ISBN: 978-1-4143-1591-1. 
8 www.tyndale.com 5 239  Apologetics.

People new to the Christian faith as well as 
long-time believers will find Mark Mittelberg’s 
new book interesting and helpful. The Ques-
tions Christians Hope No One Will Ask presents 
information gathered in a national survey. 

Mittelberg admits that many believers would find these challeng-
ing questions difficult to answer without preparation, prayer, and 
proximity (that is, a good relationship with the questioner).

Questions about God’s existence, evolution, the trustworthi-
ness of the Bible, and why a God of love allows so much evil and 
suffering are the top problems bothering would-be Christians and 
others. Other subjects included in the top ten responses to the 
survey are abortion, homosexuality, hypocrisy, and the existence of 
heaven and hell.

Each chapter in Mittelberg’s book includes a careful discussion of 
the topic based on the Bible, a concise summary of the main points, 
useful tips for talking about the topic, and questions for group 
discussion. The Questions Christians Hope No One Will Ask, with a 
foreword by Lee Strobel, should be in every church library.

     —Beverly M. Bixler
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The Bible

6 Amazing Bible Stories to Strangely Warm Our Hearts
James W. Moore. & Abingdon, 2011. 110p. $14.95, paperback. 1 
ISBN: 978-1-4267-1589-1. 8 www.abingdonpress.com 5 220.6 Chris-
tian life—Methodist authors. Christian life—Textbooks. Bible—Textbooks.

Many Christians have good intentions about Bible-reading: they 
begin, eager for inspiration, but end up feeling confused by the 
language. Sometimes, they give up in frustration. Prolific author 
and retired United Methodist pastor James W. Moore takes the 
fear out of reading the scriptures in this six-session study guide 
for small groups. Beginning with a general chapter on how to 
approach reading the Bible, he chooses specific passages—three 
from the Old Testament and three from the New Testament—as he 
combines his storytelling skills with scriptural knowledge to clearly 
explain the verses’ meanings, the intended audience, and the im-
pact in biblical times and today. Moore uses The Wesley Study Bible, 
edited by William H. Willimon and Joel B. Green and published by 
Abingdon in 2009, as his main source. Moore includes Wesleyan 
core terms, life application topics, and questions for reflection. This 
is a powerful study guide for Christians (especially Methodists) that 
will enhance their reading of the Bible and help them see the word 
of God with new insight.   —Mary Lou Henneman

The Power of Blessing: How a 
Carefully Chosen Word Changes 
Everything
David Timms. & Bethany House (an imprint of 
Baker), 2010. 155p. $14.99, paperback. 1 ISBN: 
978-0-7642-0679-5 8 www.bethanyhouse.com 5 
226.93  Sermon on the Mount—Criticism, interpre-
tation, etc. Beatitudes.

Many Christians, when reading or hearing the 
eight Beatitudes that open Jesus’ Sermon on 
the Mount, have the feeling they do not meet 

the criteria. Perhaps they do not feel they are pure enough in heart 
to receive the blessing promised in Matthew 5:8. David Timms 
hopes they will realize their error. In The Power of Blessing: How a 
Carefully Chosen Word Changes Everything, Timms takes a detailed 
look at the real meanings of the Beatitudes. 
Timms briefly treats the deterioration of our words through 

overuse and misuse. In contemporary life, we often use the word 
“blessing” with little thought of its real significance. Or we think we 
cannot give a blessing because we do not know the right words. 
Timms writes, “But the right words are any words that we speak 
tenderly and lovingly person-to-person. Blessings are a function of 
the heart more than the mouth.”
Timms also discusses the importance and meaning of blessings 

in Jesus’ day. Jesus spoke to the broken and the marginalized. The 
Beatitudes are meant to include, not exclude. 
This book should be in all congregational libraries.
     —Beverly M. Bixler

Biblical Seductions: Six Stories 
Retold Based on Talmud and Midrash
Sandra E. Rapoport. & KTAV, 2011. 638p. 
$29.50, paperback. 1 ISBN: 978-1-60280-170-
7. $49.50, hardcover. 1 ISBN: 978-1-60280-
154-7. 8 www.ktav.com 5 221.83067 Sex in the 
Bible. Rape in the Bible. Women in the Bible. Bi-
ble. O.T.—Criticism, interpretation, etc. Midrash.

Although the title of her book may seem 
provocative, Sandra E. Rapoport, an attorney 
who spent twelve years litigating sexual 

harassment cases, provides serious, methodical analyses of the 
stories of six women in the Hebrew Bible. These women found 
themselves in what we recognize as disturbing relationships with 
men. The tales involve seduction, rape, incest, murder, fratricide, 
and loss, but also triumph and the birth of sons whose descen-
dents become well known to future generations. Rapoport notes 
that God did not condemn these women (although some com-
mentators have).

Rapoport is fascinated with the women and the men in their 
lives—Dinah and Shechem, Tamar and Judah, Batsheva and 
David, Amnon and Tamar, Ruth and Boaz, and the daughters of 
Lot. She translates portions of the Hebrew Bible and examines 
them in detail, explaining the derivation and meaning of names, 
places, words, and phrases. She parses rabbinic literature (Tal-
mud and Midrash) and more current writings to fill in gaps in the 
biblical narrative.

More than a hundred pages are devoted to notes, an exten-
sive bibliography, a source index, and a general index. Well 
researched, occasionally repetitive, but always thoughtful and 
compelling, Rapoport’s work is recommended for Bible study 
and women’s groups.    —Evelyn Pockrass

You Need to Know about Archives
   Often, part of the congregational librarian’s job is maintaining archives for the congregation. 
CSLA offers the perfect guide to assist you with your archives!
   Planning A Congregational Archives Center, the new guide authored by Curtis Howard, 
PhD—director of the John O. Peterson Library at the Alfred Street Baptist Church in Alexandria, 
Virginia—is just the tool you need to get you started or to help you improve your existing 
archives center. 
   Some of the questions Dr. Howard asks you to consider:
What are your items of enduring value? When is the appropriate time to establish a records 
program? Who will authorize and manage the center? Where is there appropriate space for an 
archival records program? How does the archival collection fit into the budget?
   For answers to these questions and more, check out this guide!

$12 for members, $14 for non-members, plus $3.00 p&h

Request from:
CSLA, 2920 SW Dolph Ct, Suite 3A, Portland OR 97219-4055

csla@worldaccessnet.com
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A Basic Introduction to Biblical 
Hebrew  [With CD]
Jo Ann Hackett. &/8 Hendrickson, 2010. 302p. 
$39.95, hardcover with CD-ROM. 1 ISBN: 
978-1-59856-028-2. 8 www.hendrickson.com 
5 492.4 Hebrew language—Grammar. Hebrew 
language—Grammar—Problems, exercises, 
etc. Bible. O.T.—Language, style.

It is hard for me to remember what it 
takes to learn biblical Hebrew since I have 

been reading it for so many years. Nonetheless, I found the 
methodical way this book walks readers through the basics of 
the language to be helpful. In thirty chapters the author guides 
us from the introduction of the letters through the intricacies 
of verbal forms. With careful attention, a dedicated student will 
gain the skills to read biblical Hebrew. 

While it is always better to study a language with a teacher, 
and preferably with a partner, I believe that the exercises in 
this book, paired with the accompanying CD, will suffice. Each 
lesson encompasses a small amount of information—learners 
will not be overwhelmed. The CD includes practical exercises 
(with answers) with audio available for checking pronunciation, 
to keep the student on track as the material gets more com-
plicated. The author includes a variety of appendixes showing 
the various forms of Hebrew—useful material as one’s skills 
progress.  
This is an accessible book that will be a useful tool for anyone 

wishing to learn the original language as a key to understand-
ing the Bible.    —Rabbi Louis A. Rieser

Fiction
Angel Sister
Ann H. Gabhart. & Revell (an imprint of Baker), 
2011. 407p. $14.99, paperback. 1 ISBN: 978-0-
8007-3381-0. 8 www.revellbooks.com 5 Fic-
tion Kentucky—History—20th century—Fiction. Fos-
ter children--Fiction.

A small Kentucky town during the Great 
Depression is a natural setting for Ann H. 
Gabhart’s Angel Sister. Gabhart grew up in 
such a place and listened to her mother and 
aunts tell about that era. She interweaves 

flashbacks with the present (of the Depression) to show the 
backgrounds of Nadine Reece and Victor Merritt. The two marry 
just before Victor leaves for France to fight in World War I. Their 
love for each other and subsequently for their three daughters 
sustains their marriage. Victor’s alcoholism and family conflicts, 
however, make life difficult.

One day, fourteen-year-old Kate, the middle daughter and the 
novel’s main character, discovers a five-year-old girl sitting on 
the church steps. Her name is Lorena Birdsong, and she says her 
parents left her there because they could not afford to keep her. 
Lorena’s mother told her that an angel would take care of her, 
and she thinks Kate is that angel. Kate takes Lorena home with 
her, but that brings more problems.

While Lorena thinks that Kate is her angel, by the end of the 
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novel, the reader may suspect that the child is the real angel. 
Faith in God, forgiveness, true love, and perseverance are the 
powerful strands woven throughout Angel Sister.

     —Beverly M. Bixler

Beneath the Night Tree
Nicole Baart. & Tyndale House, 2011. 382p. 
$12.99, paperback. 1 ISBN: 978-1-4143-2323-
7. 8 www.tyndale.com 5 Fiction Unmarried 
mothers—Fiction. Grandmothers—Fiction. Birthfa-
thers—Fiction. Families—Fiction.

Beneath the Night Tree is the final novel 
in the Threads of Change trilogy by Nicole 
Baart. Julia DeSmit, her five-year-old son, 
Daniel, and her ten-year-old half-brother, Si-
mon, live on a farm with her widowed grand-

mother. Never married, Julia does not know where Daniel’s father 
is. She is in love and hopes to marry Michael Vermeer, whom she 
has dated for several years.
The first real obstacle in Julia’s situation arises when Michael 

goes to Iowa City to attend medical school. Because of the dis-
tance from the farm, he wants Julia to move there, too. The next 
obstacle consists of unexpected emails from Patrick Holt, Daniel’s 
father, and his appearance one day at Julia’s door. From that 
point on, her life becomes more complicated. She needs much 
maturing before she comes to a true understanding of herself 
and of God’s will for her life.

Beneath the Night Tree will appeal most to readers who are 
single mothers or who are coping with the problems of blended 
families. Earlier volumes in the series are After the Leaves Fall 
(2007) and Summer Snow (2008), both from Tyndale House.

     —Beverly M. Bixler

Predator
Terri Blackstock. & Zondervan, 2010. 334p. 
$14.99, paperback. 1 ISBN: 978-0-310-25066-1. 
8 www.zondervan.com 5 Fiction Cyberstalking—
Fiction. 

She’s dead. Krista Carmichael is devastated 
when she learns that her fourteen-year-old 
sister has been found brutally murdered by 
someone who was tracking her activities on 
an online social-networking site. Ryan Adkins, 

who developed the GrapeVyne site in his college dorm room, joins 
forces with Krista to track down the killer. They find that after a com-
pany bought Ryan’s idea and turned it into a multi-million-dollar 
business, young people who have innocently posted their activities 
on an open site are now prey to a cyberstalking killer.
Terri Blackstock has created another powerful Christian suspense 

thriller as she tackles the issue of cyberstalking and the dangers it 
poses for teens and young adults who accept online others into 
their circle of friends. Krista must rely on her Christian faith in her 
search to discover who murdered her sister. She aims to help other 
girls learn to safely use social-networking sites. Predator also deals 
with how the victim’s father and others deal with the tragedy of the 
young girl’s murder. A story that will keep readers on edge until the 
final page, it is bound to spark lively discussion. 

    —Mary Lou Henneman

Hero’s Ransom
Diane and David Munson. & Micah House Media, 
2010. 310p. $14.99, paperback. 1 ISBN: 978-0-
9825355-3-0. 8 www.davidanddianemunson.com 
5 Fiction Archaeology—China—Fiction.

While on a dig in China, archaeologist Amber 
Worthing unearths a two-thousand-year-old 
mummy. After recording pictures of the find, 
she is suddenly arrested and accused of espio-
nage. Does this have anything to do with the 

other pictures on her memory card and the mysterious explosion 
she witnessed late one night? Why is her mother in danger of losing 
custody of Amber’s son when the parents of her dead husband 
want to claim him? Will their Christian faith see them through 
as they struggle to overcome what seem to be insurmountable 
obstacles? Add to this the suspense of stolen art treasures and 
unsettling relations between two powerful nations.

CIA agent Bo Rider and Federal agent Eva Montanna, each with 
specific expertise, form a dynamic team. They investigate through 
many twists and turns that will keep readers of this thriller in 
suspense from the first page to the last. Writers Diane Munson, a 
former federal prosecuting attorney, and her husband David Mun-
son, a former FBI agent, draw on their real-life career experiences 
to bring readers into the action. Hero’s Ransom is the fourth book in 
the Munsons’ Justice series. Check out their earlier books and a new 
release at www.dianeanddavidmunson.com.—Mary Lou Henneman

Until The Blue Kingdom Comes 
James B. Rosenberg. & Xlibris, 2011. 159p. $19.99, paperback. 1 ISBN: 978-1-4568-0837-2. 8 www.
xlibris.com 5 811.6 American poetry—Jewish authors.
   For over twenty years I have enjoyed the poems my colleague, Rabbi James Rosenberg, wrote and 
used to illuminate services at our professional gatherings. His superb understanding of prayer seems 
reflected in the quality of his poetry, and I have long 
hoped for a collection of his poems. At last his lyrical 
exploration of themes from Jewish prayer and much 
more are collected in one volume for all of us to relish.  
   The works in Until the Blue Kingdom Comes are diverse. 
Some respond to other works of art, such as paintings or poems. I appreciate 
those that expand familiar sounds or smells into emotional experiences; coffee on the Mass Pike propels one into eternity, 
and the letter “s” sinks into the expulsion from Eden and the gas chambers of the SS. The raw material for these poems 
comes from everywhere in life: a dumbwaiter in a Bronx high-rise, a piece of sea glass, a pomegranate. Like all good poetry, 
Rosenberg’s writing finds within these common objects glimpses of larger meanings and evokes universal memory and 
experience.  
These are accessible poems that stir the reader to consider the world anew.  —Rabbi Louis A. Rieser 

Editor’s Choice
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Children & Teenagers

Gatlin Fields Series, Books 1-4

Maggie’s Treasure
Sandra Waggoner. & Sable Creek, 2008. 93p. $9.95, paperback. 1 
ISBN: 978-0-976-68230-1. 
In the Shadow of the Enemy
Sandra Waggoner. & Sable Creek Press, 2009. 163p. $10.95, paper-
back. 1 ISBN: 978-0-976-68236-3. 
When Secrets Come Home
Sandra Waggoner. & Sable Creek Press, 2010. 149p. $10.95, paper-
back. 1 ISBN: 978-0-976-68231-8. 
After the Dust Settles
Sandra Waggoner. & Sable Creek Press, 2010. 148p. $10.95, paper-
back. 1 ISBN: 978-0-982-88751-6.
 8 www.sablecreekpress.com 5 Fiction Depressions—1929—Kansas—
Juvenile fiction. Family life—Kansas—Juvenile fiction. Stepmothers—Ju-
venile fiction. Fathers and daughters—Juvenile fiction.

In the Gatlin Fields series, Sandra Waggoner provides a thrilling 
set of tales that will keep “tween” girls riveted to the adventures 
of young Maggie Daniels. The stories feature intrigue, tenderness, 
and humor, all girded by strong Christian principles, against the 
backdrop of the Great Depression.

In Maggie’s Treasure, the title character faces changes in her life. 
Her father, raising Maggie alone since her mother died, finds a 
woman he admires and quickly remarries, taking Maggie from 
the farm. They move to Dodge City, Kansas, to live in a boxcar! At 
first, Maggie feels she has lost out in this new arrangement, but 
she soon discovers her stepmother, Sue, is a woman of faith who 
believes God wants the best for everyone. But Thomas Gatlin, the 
town’s richest, greediest man, is upset that Sue did not marry him, 
and the formidable Mrs. Crenshaw forms an instant dislike for Mag-
gie. Maggie learns to be a big sister to her new sisters, Opal and 
Ruby. Then Maggie’s father is involved in an explosion at the salt 
mine. What is Maggie’s treasure? It is a precious gift, given to her by 
her mother, that will bring her new family closer.

In the Shadow of the Enemy continues with the family still strug-
gling. With Maggie’s father still unable to work (and the powerful 

Mr. Gatlin threatening anyone in town who would hire him), elev-
en-year-old Maggie offers to work for her enemy, Mrs. Crenshaw, 
by helping watch two mischievous Crenshaw nephews, Cecil and 
Elbert. Can Maggie win these two over before they cause her to 
lose her job? Can “heaping coals of kindness” on them do the trick?

When Secrets Come Home picks up speed and suspense as an 
intruder invades the family’s boxcar home. Why does Mr. Gatlin 
suddenly want to buy their property? Maggie needs to find out the 
truth, and she learns to be a “fruit inspector” who recognizes true 
Christians by the fruits of their spirit—faith, love, peace, and joy. But 
she needs to act quickly, before she becomes a victim.

In the last book, After the Dust Settles, Mr. Gatlin has been arrested 
for his evil deeds. After pleading insanity and managing to get free, 
he goes after Maggie and the treasure. Maggie does not realize 
she holds the key to the object of his search, but she relies on her 
faith, along with family and friends, and her adventure comes to a 
dramatic and satisfying conclusion. Young readers will not be bored 
for an instant.    —Mary Lou Henneman

Devotions for the God Girl:
A 365-Day Journey
Hayley DiMarco. & Revell (an imprint of Baker), 
2010. 365p. $15.99, hardcover. 1 ISBN: 
978-0-8007-1950-0. 8 www.revellbooks.com 5 
242.633 Teenage girls—Prayer books and devo-
tions. Christian teenagers—Religious life. Devo-
tional calendars.

Hayley DiMarco knows that becoming a “God 
Girl” is a process of growing and maturing in 
faith through study and action. In her latest 

book, she has compiled a series of devotions based on scripture 
from both the Old and New Testaments. Each entry contains a 
scripture quotation, a clear explanation of the passage, and a reflec-
tion on how the verse relates to the lives of young women. Girls can 
read an entry each day or look in the “quick relief” index for specific 
topics such as confidence, dating, or parents. Even though the en-
tries are brief, their messages are powerful. This is an excellent book 
for Christian girls in high school and college.

DiMarco has authored or coauthored a number of books for 
young girls, including Frenemies: What to Do When Friends Turn 
Mean, reviewed in CLT Volume XLIII, Number 4 (2010).

    —Mary Lou Henneman

Defy Conformity  (DVD)
Keith Deltano. 8 Vision Video, 2010. 66 minutes. 
$19.99, DVD. 1 Catalog #501388D. 8 www.
visionvideo.com 5 248.83 Christian youth—Con-
duct of life—Humor. 
Teens, especially ones who are thirteen or 

older, are confronted by a barrage of negative 
influences. Christian adults can sometimes 
use help in encouraging teens to make good 
choices in spite of everything they see and 

hear. Help is available from comedian Keith Deltano, who uses 
high-impact standup comedy to get the message across without 
talking down to his audience.

Firmly basing his lessons in scripture, Deltano takes on such topics 
as drinking, sex, drugs, acting “macho,” and conformity. His energy 
level never diminishes in this video of an interactive live perfor-
mance for teens and young adults. The added segment of short 
clips and discussion questions is a bonus.

Defy Conformity is an effective tool to use with Christian youth 
groups.     —Mary Lou Henneman



  third issue  |  2011    19

Thriving at College: Make Great 
Friends, Keep Your Faith, and Get 
Ready for the Real World!
Alex Chediak. & Tyndale House, 2011. 327p. 
$14.99, paperback. 1 ISBN: 978-1-4143-
3963-4. 8 www.tyndale.com 5 378.198 Chris-
tian college students—Religious life. College 
student orientation.

For young adults, looking forward to the 
first years in college can be both exhilarat-
ing and scary. There are many decisions to 
make: what classes to take, how to make 

new friends, and how to balance a social life with academics. What 
role does faith play in these decisions? Alex Chediak draws from 
his own experiences on both sides of the desk, first as a student 
and now as an associate professor at California Baptist University. 
He offers suggestions on making smart decisions through the 
college years. Chediak discusses college life in general, personal 
relationships, character development, and academic concerns. By 
addressing ten of the most common mistakes, such as treating 
college as an extension of high school and lacking commitment, he 
helps Christian students balance academics and personal lives. The 
examples are practical, and the advice is sound.
This is an excellent book for young Christians as they embark on 

college life.    —Mary Lou Henneman

Insight
Diana Greenwood. & Zondervan, 2011. 
218p. $15.99, hardcover. 1 ISBN: 978-
0-310-72314-1. 8 www.zondervan.com 5 
Fiction Christian life—Fiction. Wisconsin—Fic-
tion. Secrets—Fiction. Prophets—Fiction.
“It wasn’t a scream, exactly, coming from 

behind the closed door of my mother’s 
bedroom. It was more of a moan that 
started small and rose in pitch to a sharp 
yip as if a dog were dreaming and someone 
snuck up and gave it a swift kick.” These 

opening lines transport teen readers to the strange life of ten-year-
old Elvira Witsil. Elvira’s family lives in rural Wisconsin, and they keep 
secrets. Her grandmother and mother do not get along. Her father 
has left home to join the war after a fight with her mother. He dies 
far from home, and her mother gives birth to a girl, Jessie. Her little 
sister, Elvira realizes, is able to see things before they happen.

Diana Greenwood weaves a fantastic tale for Christian teens. Her 
varied characters, such as a revival preacher and a German woman 
who come into Elvira’s life, add interest to the story, as members of 
Elvira’s family reconnect with their faith in God. Young readers will 
gain insight as they learn with Elvira the value of faith and truth. 

    —Mary Lou Henneman

   Many congregational libraries will contain at least 
some dictionaries and other books about the English 
language or other languages. This will be especially true 
for congregations where a language other than English 
is used, either in worship services or in daily life. These 
subjects will be classed in the 400s.
   400 is the general number for language, and 401 is the 
number for philosophy and theory of language, including 
semantics.
   The number 419 is the part of the 400s whose meaning 
has changed somewhat between the thirteenth abridged 
edition of the Dewey Decimal Classification (based on 
the twenty-first unabridged edition) and the fourteenth 
abridged edition (based on the twenty-second unabridged 
edition). In the thirteenth abridged edition, this number 
includes hieroglyphics and picture language, as well as 
sign language for the deaf. In the fourteenth abridged 
edition, this number has been limited to sign language 
and fingerspelling. Hieroglyphics, as were used in Egypt, 
have been moved to the number 493.1. Picture writing 
has become included in the number 411.7.
   The number 423 stands for English language dictionaries. 
The numbers for dictionaries in other languages are also 
used for bilingual dictionaries of the other language and 

English. For example, Yiddish language dictionaries are 
classed in 439. Spanish language dictionaries are classed 
in 463. Latin dictionaries are classed in 473. Classical 
Greek dictionaries are classed in 483. Russian language 
dictionaries are classed in 491.73. Other Slavic language 
dictionaries are classed in 491.8. Hebrew language 
dictionaries are classed in 492.4. Both the abridged and 
unabridged Dewey Decimal Classification list numbers 
that can be used for dictionaries in other languages.
   I recently returned from a workshop at OCLC 
headquarters in Dublin, Ohio, at which the twenty-third 
unabridged edition of the Dewey Decimal Classification 
was introduced. Of course, there will be some changes 
from the twenty-second unabridged edition. However, I 
do not believe these changes will affect congregational 
libraries as much as the changes between the twenty-first 
and twenty-second unabridged editions.  Publication of 
the fifteenth abridged edition, based on the twenty-
third unabridged edition, is planned for later this year.  
I plan to write more about the newest edition, as well 
as the thirteenth and fourteenth abridged editions, in 
future columns.

—Susan E. Snyder, ssnyder@cuyahogalibrary.org

Doing Dewey
DEWEY CLASSIFICATION NUMBERS FOR MATERIALS ON LANGUAGES
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   Allan Stypeck, a renowned book 
expert who has provided evaluations 
for PBS’s Antiques Roadshow, is 
president of Second Story Books, 
one of Washington’s largest and 
best-known dealers of rare and used 

books. His opening day luncheon 
presentation on Wednesday included 
many fascinating stories about 
experiences in evaluating academic, 
seminary, museum, and church 
libraries as well as the personal 
archives of well-known people.
   Based on his experience as the 
appraiser and expert witness for 
Tulane University library’s losses 
of 700,000 items during Hurricane 
Katrina, Stypeck warned that the 
insurance landscape for libraries in the 
twenty-first century has become very 
difficult. Tulane’s insurer did not want 
to reimburse the library for “tactile 
use” materials. Instead, they brought 
in as an expert witness a librarian 
who declared that “the printed word 
is obsolete” and that in twenty years, 
nothing printed would be of any value. 
Stypek’s contention is that only the 
library can determine its mission and 
whether digital copies are satisfactory 
substitutes for printed books. While 
Stypeck’s view apparently prevailed in 
an out-of-court settlement for Tulane, 
he urged librarians to look carefully at 
any insurance policies that cover their 
collections. Before it is signed, assure 

that the policy clearly maintains 
the library’s right to decide the 
appropriate format for replacements.
   Stypeck also told of one rare book 
in a seminary library that had doubled 
in value overnight as the result of a 
sale price for a later edition overseas. 
He warned, “Be very careful about 
how you approach insurance if you 
are offered rare items.” Cost may be 
prohibitive.
   Stypeck also offered a number of 
suggestions for ways congregational 
libraries can use the internet and 
change their pricing structure to 
increase income from sales of 
donated books:  establish values 
through the internet and sell more 
valuable items online; have a preview 
night at booksales where dealers are 
charged $100 each in order to have 
first pick of the sale items; and ask 
buyers to “Give us what you think it’s 
worth—minimum $1.00” instead of 
setting the price at $1.00.
  —Pat Shufeldt

Ray Suarez is even more delightful 
in person than he is on the PBS 
NewsHour. He is very witty, and we 
were amused by his talk after dinner 

on Wednesday evening. He began his 
speech by saying he had spoken at 
many places and before many groups, 
but after the invitation with us he was 
even more convinced that there truly 

is an organization for everything. His 
book The Holy Vote: The Politics of 
Faith in America is a wonderfully easy-
to-read explanation about how we 
have gotten into the current tangle of 
faith and politics. He asks questions—

as indeed I would: does it really matter 
for your politics that you may not think 
as some of your constituents about 
the location of heaven or hell, prayer 
in schools, and related issues? Will 
that help you make a better decision 
about the budget deficit? Suarez 
was pleasant to speak with after the 
talk while signing books. It was a 
pleasure to see him in person and to 
hear him speak. From this conferee’s 
perspective, Washington was a great 
choice for the location, the current 
political climate, and our organization.  
  —Dottie Lewis

John Kiser’s current book, The Monks 
of Tibhirine, is a fascinating study of 
the fraught relationship between 
France and Algeria after World War 
II. It seems incredible that all this 
turmoil, fighting, and cruelty took 
place with so little notice from the 
rest of the world. All the history he 
describes was complete news to me 
(the history major). The impressive 
story of the Trappist monks 
of  Tibhirine alone makes the book 
a spiritual journey. After completing 
the book I was most anxious to hear 

Featured Guests at the Conference

John Kiser

Ray Suarez

Allan Stypeck
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The Sweet Mystery of Life
   It is no mystery why Martha Huntley’s 
The Sweet Mystery of Life was such 
a lively and information-packed 
workshop—Martha loves mysteries, 
has read widely in the genre, and 
feels strongly that they deserve a 
place in congregational libraries. 
With their focus on good versus evil, 
moral choice, and the fallout that 
results when people choose evil over 
good, mysteries and detective stories 
reflect our hunger for justice. Murder 
mysteries allow us to “hear the 
blood of the victims calling from the 
ground.” They are, Martha pointed 
out, a way of saying that life is sacred.

   Martha treated workshop attendees 
to a brief history of mysteries, noting 
classics of the genre and surveying 
various categories and subgenres, 
including crime fiction, spoofs, police 
procedurals, legal thrillers, capers, spy 
thrillers, and “cozies.” Listeners came 
away with plenty of suggested writers 
and titles suitable for congregational 
libraries, websites, helpful handouts, 
and new enthusiasm for mysteries.
  —Monica Tenney

When You have to be the Archivist, Too
This workshop focused on the 
importance of maintaining and 
building memory for congregations. 
The workshop leader stressed the 
importance of teamwork when 
establishing an archive center and 
knowing which items are of continuing 
value. His list of major factors in 

building an archive also included: 
knowing what has already been done 
(or not done); age of denomination 
and your congregation; size of your 
congregation; sources, quantity, and 
location of materials; availability of 
leadership and funding.
   Recommended books include:
Ann Pederson, Editor. Keeping Archives. 
Australian Society of Archivists, Inc. 1987
Don Williams and Louisa Jaggar. Saving 
Stuff: How to Care and Preserve Your 
Collectibles, Heirlooms, and Prized 
Possessions. Simon and Schuster, 2005.
   Recommended sources of archival 
supplies include:
Conservation Resources International,
www.conservationresources.com
Gaylord, www.gaylord.com
  —Curtis Howard

The Faith Club—A Workshop Study
   This workshop, presented by Judy 
Dodge, was based upon the book 
The Faith Club: A Muslim, a Christian, 
and a Jew—Three Women Search 
for Understanding by  Ranya Idliby, 
Suzanne Oliver, and Priscilla Warner.  
Judy formed a workshop study group 
consisting of women of different 
faiths. Using the book as a guide, 
they discovered and discussed the 
differences and similarities of their 
faiths. Individually they searched 
within to discover how deep their own 
faith and beliefs are and wondered if 
they could convert to another faith.
   This book could lead to a series of 
faith clubs or be an inspirational choice 
for a book club.—Joyce Davison

>>Workshops, from page 5

Martha Huntley unlocks mysteries

Arthur W. Swarthout suggests archiving strategies

Kiser speak. He spoke of his journey 
from a fairly well-to-do background, 
to a job  traveling around the world, 
to making a home in France to just 
study the Bible. He spoke of the 
remarkable life of Father Christian, 
the prior of the community in remote 
Algeria, and how he and his brothers 
stayed in country, despite threats, in 
order to live out their lives with their 
friends and neighbors in Algeria. He 
did not mention the tragic events 
that overtook the monks but said 
that the film Monks and Madmen 
shows the beauty and tragedy of the 
story very well. So does the book.
  —Dottie Lewis

The Honorable George R. Nether-
cutt, Jr., author and former Con-
gressman from Washington State, 
was the luncheon speaker on Fri-

day. Mr. Nethercutt told the intrigu-
ing story of how he came to write 
his recently published book, In Tune 
with America: Our History in Song. A 
devotee and champion of American 
history, Nethercutt was aware that 
most people had trouble remem-
bering the chronology of significant 
events and leaders in our nation’s 
past but they remembered popular 
tunes. He composed a chronology 
of popular patriotic tunes from the 
American Revolution to the pres-
ent and connected them with sto-
ries to historical events of the same 
era. Our speaker’s delightful history 
book with a musical twist was pub-
lished in 2010 by Marquette Books. 
  —Marjorie Smink

George Nethercutt
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   On Tuesday, July 19, CSLA 
attendees toured the libraries of 
Washington.
 The first stop was the Foundry 
United Methodist Church. Foundry 
was established in 1815. The 
name has two sources:  Foundry 
Chapel in London, which was John 
Wesley’s first church; and the metal 
works foundry of Henry Foxall, an 
influential businessman who had 
followed Methodist Bishop Francis 
Asbury (a childhood friend) to 
America.  Foxall donated the land 

and building after his Georgetown 
iron foundry survived the British 
attack on Washington in the War 
of 1812. The library is a small and 
delightful room with every space 
available filled with books and 
related materials. In the church’s 
June/July 2011 newsletter, “The 
Foundry Forge,” I found the “Check 
it out!” article by Kimberly Crago, 
Children’s Library Assistant; in the 
article, she reviews My Life with 
the Saints by James Martin.  What 
an excellent way to let parishioners 
know there is a church library 
and what is new in it!  There is a 
developing archival project going 
on along with a wonderful ministry 
of collecting donated books 
requested by prisoners.
   Our next stop was the Washington 

Hebrew Congregation Library. There 
are actually three libraries housed in 
this beautiful synagogue: a general 
library for adults, one for children, 
and a library specifically for Jewish 
authors. Sections are identified by 
signs over each, such as History, 
Biography, Jewish, and Fiction. 
The libraries emphasize study, 
especially encouraging children to 
learn about their heritage. Winners 
of the Sydney Taylor Book Awards 
were prominently featured; this 
award is presented annually to a 
book for children and/or teens that 
authentically portrays the Jewish 
experience. —Joyce Davison
   Our third stop was Saint Columba’s 
Episcopal Church. Saint Columba 
is a saint of knowledge and books; 
the chapel had a gorgeous stained 
glass representation of him featured 
with a collection of books. The 
congregation and the church staff 
are big proponents of knowledge 
and study, and the libraries are used 
often. The main library space is 
small but packed full. A few satellite 
locations hold the overflowing 
collections of reference books and 
Christian Education materials. They 
even have a small bookstore and two 
book sale carts placed throughout 
the church.
   The last stop of the day was the 
National Presbyterian Church and 
Center, the famous church home 
of President Dwight D. Eisenhower.
Many other important political 
figures have worshipped here, 
including Ronald Reagan, George 
W. Bush, and Condoleezza Rice. The 
church covers a large campus and the 
library is in a separate building where 
it has lots of space. This library uses 
the Library of Congress classification 

Chris Matthews, librarian at Foundry United 
Methodist Church, discusses the Books to 
Prisons program operated by their congregation  
(bookstoprisons.org)

CSLA Conference Library Visits

Saint Columba, patron saint of poets and 
bookbinders, portrayed in stained glass, at Saint 
Columba’s Episcopal Church.

”The Kennicott Bible, 1771. One of the most 
sumptuous Hebrew illuminated manuscripts 
in existence, and a masterpiece of medieval 
Sephardic art.” From the display in the Hurston 
Adult Library of the Washington Hebrew 
Congregation.

“Foundry United 
Methodist Church’s 
archives room provides 
a model for the kind of 
combined storage and 
workroom facility I’d 
like to see in my own 
church.”—Pat Shufeldt
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system, which is different from 
most church libraries, which use 
the Dewey Decimal System. After 
touring the church, the library, and 
the church’s bookstore, the staff 
provided a wonderful dinner for us, 
followed by a presentation by their 
pastor on faith and art, featuring 
pictures of faith-inspired art that 
church members had done and 
displayed in a recent art show at the 
church.
  —Laura Dallas
 

  The entire day was enjoyed by all. 
Thanks to all the staff and volunteers 
of these libraries for their warm 
welcome to CSLA.  

CSLA conferees in the Court of Flags at the 
National Presbyterian Church

CSLA conferees check out the New Books section 
of the library at the National Presbyterian 
Church

Attention CSLA shoppers! 
   Our library uses the CSLA auction as a source for bargain acquisitions—
and it need not take much time. In twenty minutes, I surveyed the items 
and wrote down three titles that might fit into our collection. I made no 
bids. Other activities took precedence and I did not get back to the auction 
until the final hour of bidding. It was time to swing into action. I scribbled 
down information about eighteen more books and raced back to my room. 
Using a laptop, I checked all twenty-one titles against our online catalog 
to see where there was over-
lap or duplica- tion. Then, I took 
a quick look at Amazon reviews. 
I ended up bid- ding on twelve 
books and had the winning bid 
on all of them. 
   By any mea- sure, this was a 
great deal. Only a day earlier, Al-
lan J. Stypeck, Jr., president of 
Second Story Books, told the 
conference that Amazon has created the largest and fairest book market 
in the history of the world. We gave CSLA $44 for those twelve books. But 
their value, according to Amazon, was a whopping $261. That means we 
paid an average of $3.67 per title for books worth an average of $21.75 
each.
   On departure day, I crammed the books into luggage but could have 
asked the hotel concierge to ship them. This kind of savings is one reason 
we will send a representative to our fifth consecutive CSLA conference 
next year in Springfield, Illinois.   —David W. Reid

The presentation of the 50th Anniversary Award to the Congregational 
Library Association of the Greater Washington area. Holding the plaque and 
accepting the award is Curtis D. Howard, President. To her right are Joanne 
Adetayo, Treasurer, and E. J. Jarvis, Jr., Immediate Past President. In the 
front row from left to right are: Margaret LeFever, Bonnie VanDorn, Vera G. 
Hunter, Avery Burns, J. Theodore Anderson, and Claude Henderson.
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   As congregational librarians, we are continually 
searching for excellent books that are well written and 
contain a strong spiritual impact for our readers. In order 
to help us accomplish this goal, CSLA created the Rodda 
Book Award, named for lifetime member and one of the 
founders of our organization, Dorothy Rodda Sargent. 
This award recognizes a book which exhibits excellence in 
writing while contributing significantly to congregational 
libraries by promoting spiritual growth. The award is 
given to books for adults, young adults 
and teens, and children on a three-year 
rotational basis. Members of CSLA are 
invited to nominate books; the winning 
entry is selected by the Rodda Award 
Committee, and the award is presented 
at our annual conference. 
   At this time I would like to thank CSLA 
members who nominated titles for 
this year’s award honoring children’s 
literature. I would also like to thank 
the members of the Rodda Book 
Award Committee for their dedication 
in reading and evaluating the many 
wonderful entries we received this year. 
The voting members are: Jeri Baker, 
Joyce Davison, Dottie Lewis, Evelyn Pockrass, Helen 
Zappia, and last but not least, Martha Huntley, the new 
chair of the Rodda Book Award committee. Nonvoting 
members are Marjorie Smink, our current president, who 
offered me sage advice, and Judy Janzen, our wonderful 
administrator, with whom I always find working a pleasure 
and a joy.
   Now it is my privilege as chair of the Rodda Book Award 
committee to announce that the winner of the 2011 Rodda 
Book Award for Children’s Literature is Faith, published by 
Charlesbridge Publishing and written by Maya Ajmera, 
Magda Nakassis, and Cynthia Pon. It has been a delight 
communicating with each of our authors, and I want to 
thank Lili Cohen of Charlesbridge Publishing for all her 
help and support.
   What can I say about Faith and the reasons it won the 
2011 Rodda Book award? It is a simple book that shows 
children of varying faiths learning, celebrating, and sharing 
their varying faith stories and their journeys through 
some of the most fantastic photographs ever. It is an 

intergenerational book in many ways, as children can learn 
and share their stories with friends, older siblings, parents, 
teachers, ministers, rabbis, and many more. The text is 
simply written, but the message speaks volumes, loudly 
and clearly. The explanations for older readers and adults 
comparing the various faith backgrounds lend this book to 
being not only a good read but also a book that can create 
discussion, deepen each reader’s understanding of his/
her own faith, and help us realize we are a “people of the 

book,” who worship God in both similar 
and different ways.
   It is now my privilege to introduce the 
three authors who wrote Faith. 
   Maya Ajmera is the founder of The 
Global Fund for Children (GFC), a 
philanthropic intermediary that makes 
small grants to innovative, community-
based organizations, working with 
some of the world’s most vulnerable 
children and youth. Maya is sought 
out nationally and internationally to 
address audiences on local and global 
philanthropy, global children’s rights, 
early childhood development, and 
social entrepreneurship. Her work and 

life story have been profiled by such media outlets as CNN, 
The Oprah Winfrey Show, Financial Times, NPR, and many 
others. Maya serves on the boards of directors of Echoing 
Green, the Washington Area Women’s Foundation, and 
New Global Citizens, and is a trustee of the North Carolina 
School of Science and Mathematics. She also serves on 
the advisory boards of numerous philanthropic entities. 
Maya received a master’s degree in public policy from 
Duke University and a bachelor’s degree in biology from 
Bryn Mawr College.
Magda Nakassis is an assistant editor at the National 
Gallery of Art, Washington, DC. After earning her bachelor’s 
degree in English language and literature at the University 
of Michigan at Ann Arbor, she has pursued a career in 
publishing, specializing in illustrated works. As an editor 
and writer, she has worked on a range of publications, 
from scholarly fine art volumes to playful children’s books. 
She is interested in the interplay of words and images, and 
in visual literacy through printed and online publications.
Cynthia Pon is the director of Global Fund for Children 

2011 RODDA BOOK AWARD
CHILDREN’S LITERATURE
Mary Lou Henneman introduces the winners

The authors (from left: Maya Ajmera, 
Cynthia Pon, and Magda Nakassis) 
pose in front of the cover of their book.
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Call for Nominations
2012 Rodda Award

It is time to submit your nominations for best ADULT literature!

Criteria for nomination:
Ø Adult book
Ø Strong spiritual value
Ø Excellence in writing
Ø Appropriate for congregational library
Ø Copyright date of 2009, 2010, or 2011

All genres of adult literature—fiction, non-fiction, and poetry—are eligible

Send submissions to: Rodda Committee, c/o Judy Janzen, 2920 Dolph Court Ste 3A, Portland OR 97219-4055
  or

csla@worldaccessnet.com  (subject line: Rodda Award)

All submissions must be received by December 31, 2011—and the sooner the better!
Questions?  E-mail Martha Huntley, 2012 Rodda Award Chair, mwhuntley@aol.com

Please, submit nominations with:
Y book title and author’s full name 
W publisher, publication date, ISBN
Y brief explanation for you choice
W your name, address, phone number
Y your e-mail address

Books. She is a student of literature and world cultures. 
She loves to explore words, spirituality, and social justice, 
especially in interfaith and intercultural contexts. Cynthia 
has experience as an educator, having worked in higher 
education and civil rights education. She grew up in Hong 
Kong and has a bachelor’s degree from the University 
of Hong Kong. She later earned a master’s degree and 
a doctoral degree in comparative literature from the 

University of Michigan at Ann Arbor. She is the co-author 
of Global Fund for Children titles, such as Children of the 
U.S.A. and Faith. 
   Now it is my privilege to present Maya, Magda and 
Cynthia, the authors of Faith, with the 2011 Rodda Book 
Award for Children’s Literature. 

Maya Ajmera, Cynthia Pon, and Magda 
Nakassis visit with Dot Rodda Sargent, for 
whom the award is named.

WINNERS OF THE 
2011 CSLA AWARDS 

ANNOUNCED AT ANNUAL 
CONFERENCE

Jeri Baker, chair of the CSLA Awards Committee, 
announced the following awards at the annual 
conference in Washington, DC.

OUTSTANDING CONGREGATIONAL LIBRARY
AWARD
The Ellen Perkins Memorial Library, The Vienna 
Presbyterian Church in Vienna, Virginia; George 
Marling, chairman of the library committee, 
accepted on behalf of the library.
OUTSTANDING CONGREGATIONAL LIBRARIAN 
AWARD
Margaret LeFever, Craig Eder Library at Saint 
Columba’s Church, Washington, DC
OUTSTANDING CONTRIBUTION TO 
CONGREGATIONAL LIBRARIES AWARD
Carol Campbell, Saint Thomas Episcopal Church, 
Sunnyvale, California
FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARY AFFILIATE AWARD
The Congregational Library Association
Curtis D. Howard, president, accepted on behalf
of CLA
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Sights and Sounds from 
the CSLA Conference

We are grateful to Pat Shufeldt, Larry Stowers,
 and Tom Schum for all the conference pictures!

Wait till 
I tell my 
pastor!

Where does Jim get all his energy?

Try it in your 
congregation. 

If it doesn’t work, 
you don’t have to 

keep doing it.

Embrace 
change.

I could eat three of these desserts!

My heart’s 
beating so fast! 

I’m at the Library 
of Congress!

Thank heaven for air conditioning.

I never 
thought I’d 
sit in both the 
Clintons’ and 
the Reagans’ 
church pews—
in the same 
day.

Cindy Longacre at the 
Library of Congress

Ruth S. Smith, a founding member and first president of CSLA, 
spoke at the closing luncheon about CSLA’s early years.

Jeri Baker presents awards 
to George Marling, left and 

Margaret LeFever

Beautiful stained glass windows at 
Washington Hebrew Congregation

On Friday evening, CSLA conferees sailed the 
Potomac and enjoyed dinner aboard the Odyssey

Ann Burke, left, and Amy Ownbey 
examine National Archives kitsFriday featured a tour of the 

Washington National Cathedral
St. Columba’s Episcopal Church 

welcomed CSLA members
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Using Free Web 2.0 Tools in Your Library
   Technology is a moving target in these times. No sooner do you figure out what a new 
technology term means or what the software does when there is a new version, and 
you cannot afford it, or it just takes too much time and effort to figure it out. If you have 
been reluctant to look at Web 2.0 technologies, beware—as Web 3.0 is already here.  I am a firm believer in using 
technology if it helps me complete a task efficiently and does not take me three hours to figure out how to do it.  
Wordle (www.wordle.net) and Tagxedo (www.tagxedo.com) are free websites that you can use to enhance your 
congregational library, show you are keeping up with new technologies, and have a little fun.

   What are Wordle and Tagxedo?  Both websites are tools that allow you 
to create “word clouds” from any combination of words that you provide. 
These sites allow you to create those clever signs that draw you right into 
the message with lots of words going all different directions or sometimes 
in the shape of an animal or object.  The clouds give greater prominence to 
words that appear more frequently in the word list you provide and you can 
tweak your word clouds with different fonts, layouts, and color schemes. 
The example shown here was created in Tagxedo in about five minutes.  
The hardest part is thinking of enough words to fill the space!

Uses
•	 Make signs depicting topics within a Dewey section. Example: A word list for fiction could include mystery, 

historical fiction, romance—all the appropriate genres.
•	 Make signs for holiday greetings in different languages.
•	 Create a collage of the characteristics of a librarian or special person.

Helpful Hints
•	 Choose your topic and create your word list or paragraph before you begin.  
•	 Repeating words in your list will result in those words appearing larger than words listed only once.
•	 Save your list of words as a plain text file. Your list can be modified and reused without starting over.
•	 Finished word cloud will fill an 8 ½”x11” page.

Wordle (www.wordle.net)
•	 Copy and paste your word list into the word box on the website, or you can type directly into the word box.
•	 Saving Wordle word clouds requires a screen shot (press the print screen key—PrtSc) on your computer 

keyboard; then, paste into Paint (usually under Accessories in your Windows menu), crop the picture, 
and save.

Tagxedo (www.tagxedo.com)
•	 Click on the Create tab to begin your project.
•	 The first time you use Tagxedo, you will see the prompt Please Install.  Follow the prompts to install the 

Microsoft product Silverlight.
•	 Enter your word list by clicking on the Load button and then Browse for your file.
•	 The images you create in Tagxedo can be saved as .jpg files, the same type of file as pictures are saved.  Click 

the Save button in Words section.  Choose the 123KP jpg button in the Image section.

—Cheryl Cutchin, cherylcsla1@gmail.com

Tech Talk
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San Jose/Bay Area 
   While some of us may have dwindling membership and 
interest, this chapter keeps moving right along and has 
new members.  We congratulate their energy and effort!  
Their schedule shows they meet every other month 
even during the summer—I expect the more you meet, 
the better the chance for people to make it to meetings, 
even if they cannot come to all of them.
   Their first meeting of this year was in February and 
was held at First United Methodist Church of Palo Alto.  
Beth Bunnenberg, Director of Archives at First UMC, 
gave a presentation and handouts about her job and the 
archives at the church.  The group actually met in the 
room used for archival storage. First UMC has almost 
all church directories dating from 1903.  Beth has been 
working on the archives committee for six years. Following 
the workshop, the group toured the library.

Indianapolis
   The spring workshop, titled “Bee a Better Bookkeeper,” 
had an interesting session led by our own Joyce Allen.  
She called it “Beyond the bake sale—a librarian’s guide 
to creative fundraising.”  We could all use this guidance.  
How about sharing with the rest of us!
   The second workshop—“Better Bookkeeping Bureau”—
focused on caring for your materials. It was led by Susy 
Murphy.
   It was good to see that the chapter had the Rodda Award 
nominations listed as well as an announcement of the 
scholarships available for the conference.  We all need 
to keep these opportunities in front of our membership.

North Texas 
   In April the chapter had an intriguing program that 
included “Joan of Arc, Mark Twain, and the God of the 
Bible;” “Make History with Your Garden;” “The Historic 
Card Catalog Becomes the Foundation of New Software;” 
and “Sharing Old Material in New Ways.”
   The presenters of the Joan of Arc workshop, Chris 
Snidow and Catherine Henon, have for the last ten years 
led several pilgrimages to France focusing on France’s 
patron saint. Chris has written books and composed 
music about her that has gathered critical acclaim. Mark 
Twain was also very attracted to Joan’s story and wrote 
both a book (which he considered his best work) and an 
essay about her.

  Glenn McEowen presented the historic catalog work-
shop as a brief presentation of library software that dem-
onstrates how the traditional card catalog is a surprisingly 
powerful “search engine.”
   Ruthe Turner latched onto the idea that garden shops 
put out their best plants to attract customers.  She talked 
about the best materials to have in your library for all 
ages, to help your patrons flourish.

Western New York
   The chapter has a new president, Herman Bernhardt.  
In his first letter to the chapter he says, “I see what a 
blessing it is for a church that has a good library.  It is 
sad when I also see churches that do not have a library 
and miss out on an opportunity to share good materials 
with members and visitors.  It is a missed opportunity 
to develop friendships and to support good education 
resources for children, youth, and adults with no cost to 
them.  Cost of a library is small because many donations 
of appropriate material come from members, and there 
is good communications with the church library team 
with the needs of the church.  Also, new materials are 
becoming less expensive.  Feeding and weeding of the 
library is an enjoyable experience.”  
   This group has a new dues structure that might be 
helpful in enticing members. The cost is $4.00 to attend a 
meeting and you automatically become a member then.  
For first-time attendees the cost is waived.
   The speaker for the spring meeting was Al Gurley, CCTECC 
Coordinator for Interaction International. Interaction 
International’s focus is meeting needs of Third Culture 
Kids (TCKs) and internationally mobile families.

Congregational Library Association
This Washington, DC, chapter invited CSLA to its 
fiftieth anniversary celebration on April 11, 2011. CSLA 
President Marjorie Smink attended.  Two awards of life 
memberships to the association were made:  Ruth Smith, 
first president of CSLA and founding member of CLA, and 
J. Theodore Anderson, past-president of CLA and CSLA.  
Congratulations to CLA for fifty years of excellent work 
with congregational libraries in the DC area and many 
thanks for their association with CSLA over the years. 

   It is always good to see what our friends around the 
country are doing.

Chapter Chatter
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   The spring meeting of the Delaware Valley Chapter, 
held at the Plains Mennonite Church in Hatfield, 
Pennsylvania, became an intergenerational event 
where two young readers met award-winning 
author Sally Keehn. Luncheon speaker for the 
April 2 event, Sally Keehn lives in Allentown, 
Pennsylvania, and frequently visits schools to 
present her work and encourage her listeners not 
only to read but also to 
write their own stories. 
Her most well-known 
book, I Am Regina, is the 
gripping story of a young 
Pennsylvania German girl 
captured by the Indians in 
the 1700s. Later rescued, 
the girl is torn between 
two cultures—the one 
which gave her birth and 
the one which adopted 
her.
   The two seventh graders, 
Rachel and Tori, were 
intrigued by the author 
when they heard about her 
from DVC board members 
who planned the event. 
They visited her website and excitedly waited to 
meet her. Keehn graciously took time to talk with 
them and autograph copies of her book. Both girls 
thought it was “really cool” to meet the author 
and learn about how she creates her characters 
and develops stories. Rachel, who assists in book 
checkout and shelving at her church library, is 
looking forward to reading The First Horse I See, a 
novel based loosely on Keehn’s growing up years. 
After meeting the author, Tori, a budding writer, 
went home and wrote about it in her journal. 
Meeting Keehn gave her the inspiration, Tori says, 
“to be more creative and to improve my writing 
at school,” and now she gets positive comments 

from her teacher. “When I started reading I Am 
Regina, I was immediately pulled in,” she says, by 
the suspense of eight-year-old Regina’s capture by 
Indians during the French and Indian Wars.
   Keehn engaged her audience at the gathering with 
a heartfelt story of her growth and development 
as a writer. In her presentation she shared events 
of her life and the sources of her inspiration for 

stories. I Am Regina was 
inspired by the true story 
of Regina Leininger, who 
was captured by Indians; 
Keehn’s second novel, 
Moon of Two Dark Horses, 
deals with the conflicts of 
a friendship between an 
Indian boy and a white 
boy during the American 
Revolutionary War. The 
First Horse I See is based 
on her own love of 
horses; other titles, such 
as Magpie Gabbard and 
the Quest for the Buried 

Moon and Gnat Stokes and 
the Foggy Bottom Swamp 
Queen, grew out of her love 

of the folklore and culture of Appalachia. The 
American Civil War is the basis of Anna Sunday, 
the story of a twelve-year-old girl’s attempt to 
save her family.
   Keehn’s books, while not overtly religious, 
are carefully researched and provide not only 
exciting narratives but also examples of courage, 
compassion, and determination to guide young 
readers in their own character growth and 
development.
   For more information about Sally Keehn, visit 
her website at www.sallykeehn.com.
—Verna M. Colliver, Immediate Past President, 
Delaware Valley Chapter, May 12, 2011 

Two young readers, Rachel (left) and Tori, choose books by 
author Sally Keehn (Center) at an April event planned by 
the Delaware Valley Chapter.
Thanks to Cindy Longacre for the photograph.

Delaware Valley Chapter
Hosts Author Sally Keehn
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From the CSLA office
Dear Friends:

   We had a fantastic conference in 
Washington DC in July! We made 
lots of new friends and all enjoyed 
an out-of-the-box conference. 
The morning tours were fantastic. 
We were treated to tours that the 
average person does not get the 
privilege of enjoying. The speakers 
were inspiring and the workshops 
were—as usual—very interesting, and we 
learned many new and better ways to make our 
libraries thrive.
   We have a new guide on archiving ready for 
you to purchase. The author of the new guide, 
Curtis Howard, has given us a superb guide that 

I know each one of you will want for your 
library.
   I want to thank each one of you for your 
generous donations to CSLA this year. We 
know that each additional dollar you send 
us is a sacrifice, and I promise that we 
will use it wisely. The contributions not 
only help a great deal with our everyday 
expenses, and as you are aware these seem 
to go up every year, but they also allow us 

to continue with additions to our website for online 
activities. We are also able to continue with revisions 
of our guides and bibliographies. Thank you for your 
continued support of our extraordinarily fantastic 
organization!
     Judy

CHURCH AND SYNAGOGUE LIBRARY ASSOCIATION
501 (c) (3) Tax Deductible Organization

Membership for Calendar Year January 1, 2012 - December 31, 2012

Please print neatly in all blank spaces.

Please send CSLA mail to   ______Home   or   _____Congregation  (check one)

I am a  _____New   or   _____Renewing Member (check one) of _______________ Chapter

Name ______________________________________________ Circle one below:

Address  ___________________________________________ Individual    $50

City______________________State ______Zip+4_________ Canadian/International  $55

Congregation ______________________________________ Congregational   $70

Address  ___________________________________________ Canadian/Intl Congregational $75

City____________________State _______Zip+4___________ Affiliate    $100

Name of Representative ____________________________ Additional Contribution to CSLA $____

Phone (home)____________  Congregation__________________ 

Fax______________________  E-mail_________________________  Total Enclosed $____

Please note there is a $15 charge for returned checks.  
Chapter dues should be paid directly to the chapter.
Mail your dues payment to:

CSLA
2920 SW Dolph Ct, Suite 3A

Portland OR 97219-4055
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Executive Committee
Marjorie Smink president

Evelyn Pockrass first vice president, 
president elect

Marianne Stowers second vice president, 
membership

Dick Burghduff  treasurer
Rusty Tryon past president, personnel
Cheryl Cutchin chapters coordinator

J. Theodore Anderson 
2011 conference chair

Committee Chairs
Jeri Baker awards 

Alrene Hall continuing education, 
correspondence course

Pat Shufeldt finance
Vacant fund raising

Rusty Tryon nominations & elections
Dottie Lewis publications

CSLA Representatives
Vera G. Hunter center for the book

Staff and Other
Judy Janzen administrator

Dottie Lewis archives coordinator
Tom Fountain  financial assistant

Jeri Zulli  publications editor
Monica Tenney  media review editor

Robert Lewis  web master

www.cslainfo.org
2920 SW Dolph Ct., Ste. 3A

Portland OR 97219-4055

Telephone 503-244-6919, 800-LIB-CSLA
Facsimile 503-977-3734

E-mail csla@worldaccessnet.com

The LiBRARYSOFTTM

Small library discount package
Only $495 !

(Regular price $1078 - includes all items below)

The Full Version of LiBRARYSOFT (regular $595):
• Includes all LiBRARYSOFT Modules: Catalog, Circulaton, OPAC 
(including Kid’s OPAC and Internet Versions), MARC, Acquisitions, 
Notices & Inventory, Serials, Security, Report Generator and more.
• Language formats include Hebrew, Chinese and Spanish.
• Six months of free Customer suport and upgrades
• Training CD Included.

Locking Self-Circulation, OPAC, Catalog (regular $149):
• Prevent users from accidentally or intentional damaging your 
computers. Unauthorized users cannot delete or access hard drive 
control even if they reboot the computer.

AutoCataloguing (regular $95):
• Use the barcode scanner along with AutoCataloguing to quickly 
and easily acquire data by simply scanning in the ISBN number of 
the item. from any z39.50 site. It can even retroactively scan your 
database read ISBN numbers that are in the data and fill out the 
missing fields.

Receipt Printer (regular $130):
• This compact printer quickly prints high quality barcode labels, 
library card labels, receipts.

ECO Barcode Scanner (regular $99):
• Our most popular scanner. This durable hand held scanner 
reads barcode labels from up to 3 inches away.
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