
 Church and Synagogue Library Association

congregational librariestoday
SERVING CONGREGATIONAL LIBRARIES OF ALL FAITHS SINCE 1967 CSLAINFO.ORG | THIRD ISSUE 2017

>> continued, page 5

BY J. THEODORE ANDERSON
Past President of the Church & Synagogue 
Library Association and current Director of the 
Library and Archives Department  
at The National Presbyterian Church in 
Washington, DC. 

The end came on Sunday morning, 
July 16, 2017, when the president of 
the Church and Synagogue Library 
Association, Marcia S. Trauernicht, 
announced to the delegates gathered 
for the opening session of the 
50th Annual Conference that the 
association would be shutting down 
and cease operations by August 31 of 
this year. President Trauernicht said 
in her remarks that the increases in 
costs of operations and the decrease 
in membership were major factors 
in the Board of Directors’ difficult 
decision to take this plan of action. 

The organization was founded 
in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, in 
the summer of 1967 with Ruth 
S. Smith and  John F. Harvey 
as leading proponents for the 
group. Dr. Harvey was the Dean 
of the Graduate School of Library 
Science at Drexel University in 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. Mrs. 
Smith was the Head Librarian at 
the U. S. government’s National 
Institute for Defense Analysis in 
Washington, D.C. She also served 
as the librarian at the Bethesda, 
Maryland, Methodist Church and 
was the founder and first President 
of the Church Library Council 
in the greater Washington D.C. 
Metropolitan area (established 
1961). That organization continues 
to serve the greater Washington area 
to this day. 

At the organizing meeting of the 
Church and Synagogue Library 
Association, Mrs. Smith was elected 
as the first President. During the 
association’s lifetime an annual 
conference was held each year and 
an official house organ, Church and 
Synagogue Libraries, was published. 
This journal was later renamed 
Congregational Libraries Today.

Membership in the organization 
reached its zenith around the turn 

When one door 
closes, another 
opens

The closing of the Church and 
Synagogue Library Association 
(CSLA) signals the end of an 
era—an era which was rich with 
opportunities for congregational 
librarians throughout the United 
States (and for a time also, 
Canadian librarians). These 
opportunities included gathering 
together to exchange ideas and to 
assist one another in their work 
as congregational librarians. 

While one national 
organization has closed, other 
opportunities for congregational 
librarians can be developed. In 
this age of electronic media, 
the Internet, websites and a 
host of other means of sharing 
information, new groups can 
form, continuing the original 
purpose and goals of CSLA. 

There are many possible 
ways to stay in touch, including 
putting together a group email 
list of interested members. 
Another suggestion is to rename 
CSLA’s Facebook page, possibly 
using the name Congregational 
Libraries Today, and maintain it 
as a gathering forum. At the time 
of this writing no official action 
has been made regarding these 
and other methods of continued 
communication, but be proactive 
and stay in touch!

Six past presidents attended the 2017 conference and each was given 
a long-stem yellow rose. From left they are: Marcia Trauernicht, Cheryl 
Cutchin, Jim Theodore Anderson, Evelyn Pockrass, Dorothy Lewis and 
Arthur Swarthout.

Church and Synagogue Library Association to close

http://cslainfo.org
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President’s Message: CSLA needs you to help shape its future. Be active.

Maria Isabel Garcia 
accepts the 2017 
Outstanding 
Library Award from Joy Cryer, Awards Chair, 
on behalf of her library, the All Saints Catholic 
Church Library of Dallas, Texas.

Past presidents share remembrances
CSLA’s 50th anniversary dinner celebration began with 

remembrances by Art Swarthout, CSLA’s 4th president 
(1970), and by Austin Turney. Austin shared the many 
times he and his late wife, Ruth, attended approximately 
45 conferences. The Turneys served as an inspiration 
to the membership for the years they organized and 
presented the conference silent auctions. 

Austin Turney recalled highlights of the 45 years he and Ruth attended 
Annual Conference.

Workshops, such as this one given by Jim Anderson, taught subjects 
varying from cataloging to library policy to bibliotherapy. 

Members enjoyed the “psychedelic 
bus” used for tour transportation.

Rabbi Peter 
Stein (far left) 
conducts tour 
of Feinbloom 
Library at 
Temple B’rith 
Kodesh. 

A Pictorial Peek at the 2017 Conference
The 50th and final Church and Synagogue Library Association Annual Conference was held July 
16-18, 2017, (preconference tours July 14-15) in Rochester, New York. Members were treated to 
the quality workshops, inspirational tours, speakers, award ceremonies and fellowship that has 
marked CSLA conferences since the association’s inception. 

Vendor booths have always been a 
fun and informative part of every 
conference.

mailto:csla%40worldaccessnet.com?subject=
mailto:cslaeditor%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:ebosman%40ad.nmsu.edu?subject=
mailto:csla%40worldaccessnet.com?subject=
mailto:csla%40worldaccessnet.com?subject=
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Sign in Amazon through our website and CSLA 
gets a percentage of what you purchase.

In several of my recent messages in 
Congregational Libraries Today, I had 
emphasized the need for CSLA and its 
members to embrace change in order 
to adapt to the current and future 
needs of congregational libraries. 
Now, change has occurred for CSLA 
in a different manner.

For the past six years and more, 
CSLA has struggled to maintain 
a base income to sustain itself. 
Membership has continually dropped 
during these years, as has conference 
attendance. For the past two years, 
bequests and memorials have filled in 
some gaps in finances, allowing CSLA 
to remain open. 

In 2016 the CSLA Board discussed 
the future of CLSA and possible 
options at its February meeting. At 
the July 13, 2017, Board meeting 
prior to this year’s conference, the 

Board came to the sad conclusion 
that CSLA can no longer exist, and 
made the decision to close CSLA 
in 2017. Per CSLA’s bylaws, a vote 
of the membership is not required 
to proceed with this action. The 
dissolution of CSLA was announced 
to the conference attendees at the 
beginning of the conference.

Letters informing chapter 
leaders and CSLA members of the 
dissolution of CLSA have been 
delivered, containing information for 
chapters and individuals on how this 
occurrence will affect them. Many 
thanks go to Jim Anderson, Carol 
Campbell, Joy Cryer, Cheryl Cutchin, 
Scott Dutkiewicz, Maria Isabel Garcia, 
Ralph Hartsock, Dottie Lewis, and 
Debbie Scott for their ongoing work 
with CSLA during this period of 
closure, and a special thank you to 

long-time CLSA 
Administrator, 
Judy Janzen, for all 
of her dedication 
and hard work 
for CSLA over the 
years.

I urge you not to focus on the 
demise of CSLA, but to build upon 
the knowledge and support that you 
have gained from this organization 
and from each other. Continue to 
network with each other, and be 
open and available to assist anyone 
who does work with a congregational 
library.

Remember, you are the living legacy 
of CSLA, and I know that you will 
carry on its good work!

Blessings,
Marcia Trauernicht

YOU ARE NOW OUR LIVING LEGACY

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE: CSLA DISBANDS

Marcia Trauernicht, 
CSLA President

CongreGate: Free MARC Record Source for Faith-Based Libraries
BY PAT SHUFELDT

CongreGate, a union catalog 
of faith-based libraries, allows 
libraries to use z39.50 for 
downloading MARC records from 
CongreGate directly to their own 
online database for editing and use. 
As of mid-July 2017 CongreGate 
included 59,527 bibliographic 
records from 15 participating 
libraries. 

If your library’s automation system includes z39.50 
capability, connect using the following information:

URL:  http://cgate.epimetheus.scoolaid.net 
Port: 210
Database name: CGATE
Syntax: XML
Character encoding: UTF-8
MARC coding for each record is visible from the URL 

and can be used to transcribe data manually if your library 
cannot use z39.50 for downloading. 

When using from any online catalog, it is important to 
become aware of differences in cataloging practices among 

libraries, select the most appropriate 
record for your library when more 
than one is available, and edit as 
needed.

A library does not need to have 
been a member of CSLA in order 
to participate in CongreGate, nor is 
participation limited to users of any 
specific automation system. 

For further information about 
CongreGate, see Congregational Libraries Today, First 
Issue 2015, page 4. 

Would your library like to add its MARC records to 
CongreGate, or is there another faith-based library 

whose records you would especially like to see included? 
If so, please email or phone the following people for more 
information:  

Pat Shufeldt, Westminster Presbyterian Church Library, 
Greenville, SC  (pshufeldt@gmail.com) - 864-616-7676

Harry Chan, President, Media Flex, Champlain, NY 
(harry@bibliofiche.com) - 877-331-1022

http://cgate.epimetheus.scoolaid.net
mailto:pshufeldt@gmail.com
tel:%28864%29%20616-7676
mailto:harry@bibliofiche.com
tel:%28877%29%20331-1022
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Barbara O’Connor is winner of 2017 Rodda Award for Children’s Books

O’Connor and friend. Wish, by B. O'Connor, Farrar, Straus and Giroux, c2017.

O’Connor is RODDA BOOK AWARD winner  
for children’s book
BY MARY LOU HENNEMAN

The CSLA Rodda Book Award is 
named for Dorothy Rodda Sargent, 
who was a lifetime member and one 
of the founders of our organization. 
This award recognizes a book which 
exhibits excellence in writing and has 
contributed significantly to congre-
gational libraries through promotion 
of spiritual growth. The award has 
been given to books for adults, young 
adults, and children on a three-year-
rotational basis. In fact, the first three 
awards were given as follows:

2006: Gilead by Marilyn Robinson 
(adult book)

2007: A Friend at Midnight by Caro-
line B. Cooney (teen/YA book)

2008: Sleep in Peace by Ingrid Hess 
(children’s book)

This year’s winner of the Rodda 
Book Award for best children’s book 

went to Wish by Barbara O’Connor. 
The story is summarized on Barbara 
O’Connor’s web page as follows:

Eleven-year-old Charlie Reese has 
been making the same secret wish 
every day since fourth grade. She even 
has a list of all the ways there are to 
make the wish, such as cutting off 
the pointed end of a slice of pie and 
wishing on it as she takes the last bite. 
But when she is sent to the Blue Ridge 
Mountains of North Carolina to live 
with family she barely knows, it seems 
unlikely that her wish will ever come 
true. That is until she meets Wish-
bone, a skinny stray dog who captures 
her heart, and Howard, a neigh-
bor boy who proves surprising in lots 
of ways. Suddenly Charlie is in seri-
ous danger of discovering that what 
she thought she wanted may not be 

what she needs 
at all. From award-
winning author Barbara O’Connor 
comes a middle-grade novel about a 
girl who, with the help of a true-blue 
friend, a big-hearted aunt and uncle, 
and the dog of her dreams, unexpect-
edly learns the true meaning of family 
in the least likely of places. 

Now, Bev Etzelmuller, Rodda Book 
Award chair, the committee members 
consisting of Liz Evans, Betty Grypp, 
Mary Lou Henneman, Jeri Baker, 
Linda Stopani, Mary Lu Bretsch, and 
Phyllis Wendorf, as well as the entire 
membership of CSLA wish to extend 
a most heartfelt congratulations 
to Barbara O’Connor on winning 
the 2017 Rodda Book Award for 
Children’s Literature. 

Conference attendees interact  
with author via Skype

Mary Lou Henneman presented the 2017 Children’s Rodda Book Award 
to author Barbara O’Connor via Skype at this year’s annual conference. The 
audience enjoyed interacting with O’Connor in this virtual environment, 
especially since it allowed the author’s beloved dogs to be present during 
the program.

Wish is highly recommended for all church libraries. While the inclusion 
of church attendance as a part of the family and community life of rural 
North Carolina may make the book unsuitable for some synagogue 
libraries, the universal themes of family, friendship and forgiveness, in 
addition to well-realized characters and believable situations, make it an 
excellent read for fourth-through-seventh grade children of any faith.

First Baptist Church of Rochester 
treated members to delicious 
refreshments along with a tour of 
their library
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Doing Dewey: Resources for Dewey Classifiers

DOING DEWEY
RESOURCES FOR DEWEY CLASSIFIERS

BY SUSAN SNYDER
ssnyder44147@gmail.com

After having “toured” the Dewey 
Decimal Classification and having 
answered questions from readers, I will 
now conclude with resources for use in 
Dewey classification.

The most important resource in 
classifying items according to Dewey 
is the Dewey Decimal Classification 
itself. It is published in both abridged 
and unabridged editions. The abridged 
edition, which is more economical, 
provides enough detail in most sub-
ject areas for congregational libraries. 
The bibliographic information for the 
current abridged edition is: Abridged 
Dewey Decimal Classification and 
Relative Index. Edition 15. Dublin, 
Ohio: OCLC Online Computer Library 
Center, 2012. I have copies of the order 
form available for readers who are 
interested, or follow this link to OCLC 
to find printable forms for ordering 
Dewey, Abridged Dewey, and 200 Reli-
gion Class: Dewey printable order forms. 
Earlier editions of the Dewey Decimal 
Classification sometimes become avail-
able when public libraries acquire a 
later edition.

Many congregational librarians and 
congregational library users would like 
more detail than the abridged edition 
of the Dewey Decimal Classification 
provides, but only in religious subject 
areas. For this reason, I also recom-
mend the unabridged 200 Religion 
Class, which is published separately. 
The bibliographic information for the 
current unabridged 200 religion class 
is Dewey Decimal Classification: 200 

Religion Class. [Updated extract from 
Dewey Decimal Classification and Rela-
tive Index, edition 23.] Dublin, Ohio: 
OCLC Online Computer Library Cen-
ter, 2012. Again, I have copies of the 
order form available for readers who 
are interested.

Advice on how to classify using 
Dewey is included in the CSLA guide 
Cataloging and Classification for the 
21st Century, by Susan E. Snyder and 
Scott M. Dutkiewicz, edited by D. 
Lewis. Portland, OR: CSLA, 2016, and 
in its predecessor, Cataloging and Clas-
sification, by Susan E. Snyder. Portland, 
OR: CSLA, 2004. (CSLA Guide No. 20). 
These publications may still be available 
from CSLA chapters.

When you are classifying a book, it is 
often helpful to see how other libraries 
have classified it. Although the Library 
or Congress uses its own classification 
system to shelve its library materials, it 
also recommends Dewey numbers for 
use by other libraries. These are often 
found in the Cataloging in Publication 
(CIP) block on the back of the title page. 
Even if your copy lacks CIP, it is pos-
sible that the Library of Congress has 
cataloged another manifestation of it, for 
example, hardback, paperback, or large 
print. In these situations, the Library of 
Congress website (http://catalog.loc.gov) 
is useful. You should look up Dewey 
numbers found there to be certain that 
they are consistent with your library’s 
practices and to check for errors.

Even the Library of Congress can-
not have a copy of every book. If the 

Library of Congress does not have a 
particular book, it may still be included 
in WorldCat (www.worldcat.org). 
This is a very large database to which 
many libraries contribute. Through it, 
you can connect to your choice from 
among many local library databases 
and see the classification number used 
by that library. Again, you should look 
up Dewey numbers found there to be 
certain that they are consistent with 
your library’s practices and to check for 
errors.

Finally, CongreGate (http://cgate.
epimetheus.scoolaid.net) is a database 
consisting of the catalogs of fifteen 
faith-based libraries. Although the 
number of libraries is smaller, these 
libraries are focused on faith-based 
subjects. The initial results of searches 
include the call number used by the 
holding library. Again, you should 
look up Dewey numbers found there 
to be sure that they are consistent with 
your library’s practices and to check 
for errors. Harry Chan, developer of 
CongreGate, has indicated that Con-
greGate will continue to exist, and that 
new libraries may continue to join. [See 
Congregate, page 3 in this issue.]

Thank you to everyone who contrib-
uted classification questions that I used 
in previous columns. You may continue 
to email me with individual classifi-
cation questions, and I will answer 
them if I can. I’ve enjoyed writing this 
column for Congregational Libraries To-
day, and I hope you’ve found it helpful.

of the century with slightly less 
than 2,000 persons and institutions 
holding membership in the year 
2000. During its lifetime there were 
three executive administrators 
who were paid staff for the 
organization—Dorothy Rodda 
Sargent,  Lorraine Burson-Dyer and 

Judith Janzen. The headquarters 
offices, originally in Bryn Mawr, 
Pennsylvania, moved to Portland, 
Oregon, with the employment of 
Mrs. Burson-Dyer. 

While the national organization 
will close, the various regional 
chapter organizations will still 

have the opportunity of continuing 
operation with a name change which 
does not include the term Church 
and Synagogue Library Association. 
Additional information regarding 
the closure may be found on the 
association’s website, cslainfo.org.

<< article continued from page 1CSLA closing—

mailto:ssnyder44147@gmail.com
https://www.oclc.org/en/dewey/ordering.html
http://catalog.loc.gov
http://www.worldcat.org
http://cgate.epimetheus.scoolaid.net
http://cgate.epimetheus.scoolaid.net
https://cslainfo.org/
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Come to beautiful Rochester in July to enjoy our 50th anniversary celebration.

“I don’t know what I would do 

 without ResourceMate®.”

- Temple Shalom Library

Call us toll free at 800-815-8370
www.resourcemate.com

When you combine the best product, with the best customer 
experience, you get your best partner – ResourceMate.®

Your Library Automation Solution

ADMINISTRATOR’S FINAL REPORT In memory of 
Larry B. Stowers

Larry Stowers, a longtime Church 
and Synagogue Library Association 
member, died on June 17, 2017. Larry 
worked for the association on a great 
many programs as well as being the 
primary photogra-
pher for the CSLA 
annual conferences. 
This year he was 
scheduled to make 
two presentations 
at the conference. 
Our sympathy goes 
out to his wife, 
Marianne, as we remember Larry’s 
warmth, sense of humor and many 
contributions to CSLA.

Larry was born June 17, 1941, in 
Springfield, Illinois. He graduated 
from Springfield High School in 1959 
and earned his bachelor›s degree from 
Illinois College in Jacksonville. He 
also studied electrical engineering at 
the University of Illinois. He served 
in the U.S. Army and achieved the 
rank of captain. He was employed as 
an electrical engineer for CIPS and 
then worked for CWLP until his re-
tirement in 2008. Larry was a member 
of First Christian Church, Springfield, 
Illinois, where he served as an elder, 
moderator, and church historian, 
played hand bells and taught VBS. He 
was also a member of the Boy Scouts 
since the age of 8, achieved the Order 
of the Arrow, completed Wood Badge 
training, and was awarded the Silver 
Beaver. He was a COPE course trainer 
and Vice President of the Abraham 
Lincoln Council in charge of adult 
training for the Boy Scouts of 
America and served as scoutmaster. 
Larry enjoyed photography all of his 
life.

He is survived by his wife, 
Marianne, three sons, and seven 
grandchildren. 

 Some source Information for this article was provided 
by the obituary which appeared in the Jacksonville 
Journal-Courier Newspaper, Jacksonville, Illinois, June 
21, 2017

Dear CSLA Friends
We had a wonderful conference in July with great 

workshops, speakers, and networking. We missed those of 
you who were not able to attend the conference.

During our Board meeting it became very clear that 
we cannot continue to provide all our fantastic services 
because of finances and the fact that we have so many 
Board positions not filled. We have also continued to lose 
membership. It is with great sorrow that we must end our 
organization after 50 years, but that does not mean that we 
should not continue to be friends and keep in touch with 
each other.  Please know that you will still be able to email 
me at csla@worldaccessnet.com or gjjanzen@comcast.net.

The final date for ordering print copies of the guides and bibliographies, which 
are on sale for $10 each, will be September 15. These guides would be a great 
way to spread the news to churches that have not realized the importance of a 
library ministry.

Thank you for supporting us all these years! My thoughts and prayers will be 
with you as you continue your library ministry.

Judy

Judy Janzen was 
recognized at the 
2017 conference 
for her tireless 
work as CSLA’s 
Administrator.

mailto:csla@worldaccessnet.com
mailto:gjjanzen@comcast.net
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The featured speakers for this year’s conference are presented.

FICTION
What Hope Remembers
Johnnie Alexander. Revell, 2017. 346p. 
$15, paperback. ISBN: 9780800726423. 
Bakerpublishinggroup.com/revell FIC 
Secrecy—Fiction. Eating disorders—
Patients—Fiction. Horse Farms—Fiction. 
Lobbyists—Fiction. 

Gabe Kendall, a former marine, 
has just been released from 
prison and is back home with his 
Aunt Tess on her dilapidated, 
financially troubled horse farm. 

Gabe was sent to prison for being in the wrong place at 
the wrong time, but he feels guilty for not being able to 
stop things before anyone got hurt. Now he needs to 
figure what to do with his life, but does not think he has 
many options being a con.

Amy Somers had been a successful lobbyist in 
Columbus, Ohio, but when her brother and only 
family moves back to Misty Willow and gets married, 
she follows him. Amy has her secrets too. She was 
hospitalized for an eating disorder which she still 
struggles with, but doesn’t want people to know she has. 

Gabe and Amy knew each other from visits to Misty 
Willows in their youth. They loved each other back then 
and had their first kiss. Now they meet again, but each 
has their secrets from the past.

There is a subplot concerning real estate developer 
Tapley, who wants to buy Tess’s farm under false 
pretenses, as well as the property where Amy lives. He 
wants to get even with Amy because when she was a 
lobbyist for him he lost a lot of money. He hires Logan, 
another lobbyist, who knew Amy when she was a 

lobbyist. Logan has his own nefarious priorities in taking 
this job.—Phyllis Wendorf

Freedom’s Ring
Heidi Chiavaroli. Tyndale, 2017. 381p. $15, 
paperback. ISBN: 9781496423122. www.
tyndale.com FIC Rings—Fiction. Historical 
fiction. Christian fiction.

Annie Davis had been running 
in the Boston Marathon two 
years ago with her niece 
cheering her on when the bomb 
blast changed both their worlds. 
An unknown man saved her, 
but he gave her a ring with an 

inscription before he disappeared. This token helped 
her through her own physical recovery, but she has 
never been able to get over the guilt that Grace, Annie’s 
niece, lost her leg during the disaster. Annie runs away 
from her hurt by avoiding all contact with her niece and 
family because she can’t forgive herself. It is only when 
she makes her first attempt to ask for forgiveness that 
she accidentally discovers a business card in her sister’s 
Bible bearing the same emblem found on her ring. This 
begins the adventure of finding Bradford Kilroy, a former 
soldier who served in Iraq, and the history of the ring 
and what significance it held for his family. 

To learn the history of the ring, author Heidi Chiava-
roli transports readers back in time to the life of Liberty 
Gregory, how the ring came into her possession, and how 
the first Boston Massacre of the American Revolution 
played an important part in Brad’s ancestry. The jour-
ney of this small item weaves its way through political 
intrigue, deception, and attempts to find happiness in 
times of disturbing unrest. Through alternating chapters 
of the past and the present, Annie and Brad discover the 

new media for your library
fresh citations

topics
FICTION  7
COMPARATIVE RELIGIONS  16
SPIRITUAL LIFE  17
FORGIVENESS  17
MARRIAGE  18
BIOGRAPHY  18
WORSHIP  19
CHILDREN’S  19

Fresh citations: New media for your library

http://bakerpublishinggroup.com/revell
http://www.tyndale.com
http://www.tyndale.com
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ring’s history along with the importance of trusting in 
God for guidance. This is a powerful story that seamless-
ly combines present day, past history and a message of 
forgiveness and hope for two people who learn to grow 
in their faith together.—Mary Lou Henneman

Trusting Grace  
(Virtues and Vices of the Old 
West #3)

Maggie Brendan. Revell, 2017. 324p. 
$15, paperback. ISBN: 9780800722661. 
bakerpublishinggroup.com/revell FIC 
Montana—History—19th century—Fiction. 
Farm life—Montana—Fiction. Romance 
fiction. Western stories. Christian fiction.

Grace Bidwell wants romance 
again, but trying to run her 

deceased husband’s farm and caring for her ailing father 
is more than she can handle alone. Being an independent 
woman in Montana during the 1860s is also no easy task, 

so she places an ad at the local mercantile for hired help. 
When Robert Frasier finds the notice, he views it as an 
answer to his prayers and he accepts the position—but 
really, what is his background? Robert was married for a 
short time before his wife informed him she already had 
three wonderful children. Shortly after, she becomes ill, 
dies, and he also loses his farm. Afraid to reveal his past 
to Grace, he keeps the children hidden and living in his 
wagon in the woods. When Grace discovers the children, 
she and her father surprise Frasier by their acceptance 
and kindness. Also, Grace’s tender heart and love of 
children inspires her best friend to play matchmaker 
with another local gentlemen. Not all is as it appears. 
Will Grace have enough faith and wisdom to know which 
of the two men has the trustworthy inner character she 
deserves, or will she choose on outward appearances? 
This delightful historical romance balances interesting 
characters and plenty of action and is recommended for 
Christian women.—Mary Lou Henneman
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Surpass CL Surpass CL is library automation software 
streamlined especially for churches, 
synagogues, and other places of worship. 

For both new and well-established 
libraries, Surpass CL provides professional 
quality in a volunteer-friendly package. 
Pricing starts at just $495.

For convenience and security, also choose 
Surpass Hosting Service. We will keep 
your software updated and provide on-line 
access for library volunteers. Hosting 
customers may also choose to provide 
Library Trek, a smart phone app for 
patrons.

Easy-to-use 
and powerful.

• Cataloging
• Patron management
• Circulation
• Barcoding
• Inventory
• Reports
• Patron self-check
 
Surpass CL: $495

Surpass Safari CL catalog: $400

Toll-free (877) 625-2657
www.SurpassSoftware.com

NEW
FOR HOSTING!

Your members can search 
your library from smart 
phones with Surpass

Library Trek!

Just Look Up
Courtney Walsh. Tyndale, 2017 384p. $15, 
paperback. ISBN: 9781496421487. www.
tyndale.com FIC Families—Fiction. Self-
perception—Fiction. Romance fiction. 
Christian fiction.

Lane Kelly is a beautiful and 
talented woman who is on the 
verge of the largest promotion 
in her Chicago-based design 
firm. Just before she begins her 
presentation, Lane receives a 

frantic call from her family to return immediately to her 
small hometown. Not only will she have to deal with her 
brother’s coma from a motorcycle crash, but also the 
reasons she left Harbor Pointe vowing never to return. 
Reconciliation takes the care of Ryan, a childhood friend, 
who no longer sees her as the pudgy, unpopular girl of 
the past. He helps her see beyond the hurt caused by 
those broken relationships to find peace within herself. In 
helping her family and the quaint community to survive, 
Lane discovers faith and forgiveness are the keys to 
true love. This is a tender romance for Christian women 
struggling with priorities of work, family and self-image 
in relationship to their faith.—Mary Lou Henneman

The Promise of Breeze Hill  
(A Natchez Trace Novel)
Pam Hillman. Tyndale, 2017. 395p. $15, 
paperback. ISBN: 9781496423702. www.
tyndale.com FIC Natchez (Miss.)—History—
18th century—Fiction. Plantation life—
Mississippi—Natchez—Fiction. Romance 
fiction. Historical fiction. Christian fiction.

Get ready for an exciting ride 
as readers are transported back 
to the Natchez, Mississippi, 
plantation of Breeze Hill in 1791. 

Connor O’Shea, a young handsome Irishman, wants to 
indenture himself as a carpenter to get enough money 
for his four brothers to come to America. Isabella 
Bartholomew buys his indenture papers because the 
entire west wing of their estate had been destroyed 
by fire. She also is caring for her father who had been 
severely burned in the fire, a sister-in-law who is carrying 
her brother’s child, the death of the same brother at the 
hands of robbers, and the attentions of many suitors for 
her hand in marriage. They are not only looking for love 
but the valuable property Isabella would inherit. Will the 
ends justify the means for these men? Will both Connor 
and Isabella see beyond their differences in social 
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class to find true love? Author Pam Hillman creates an 
exciting adventure with clearly developed characters as 
they weave fantastic plot twists on every page. This is an 
absolutely fun novel with a Christian faith base designed 
for historical romance fans.—Mary Lou Henneman 

Where Two Hearts Meet  
(Prince Edward Island 
Dreams #2)

Liz Johnson. Revell, 2016. 376p. $15, 
paperback. ISBN: 9780800724504. 
bakerpublishinggroup.com/revell 
FIC Prince Edward Island—Fiction. 
Cooks—Fiction. Bed and breakfast 
accommodations—Prince Edward Island—
Fiction. Romance fiction.

Where Two Hearts Meet is 
the sequel to The Red Door Inn, 

the first novel in Liz Johnson’s series, Prince Edward 
Island Dreams. Caden Holt, the Red Door Inn’s chef, is 
the protagonist. In the kitchen, she is calm and in control. 
When good-looking writer Adam Jacobs shows up 
without a reservation for a two-month stay, Marie, the 
owner, assume he is the reviewer from a travel magazine 
that is going to evaluate the inn’s dining facilities and 
write a review. Marie wants Caden, an island native, to 
show him around the island. However, now the other 
side of Caden’s personality reveals itself as her self-
confidence disappears in Adam’s presence. 

Engaging with Adam in his daily morning cup of 
coffee in the kitchen, with long conversations and some 
sightseeing, the two gradually fall in love. When they 
finally realize it and declare their love for each other, 
circumstances have changed. They discover that each 
will have a new job away from the island the following 
year. Will they be able to overcome this obstacle to their 
romance?—Beverly Bixler

Wild Montana Skies
Susan May Warren. Revell, 2016. 348p. 
$15, paperback. ISBN: 9780800727437. 
bakerpublishinggroup.com/revell FIC 
Glacier National Park (Mont.)—Fiction. 
Floods—Montana—Glacier National Park—
Fiction. Women helicopter pilots—Fiction.

Emotionally troubled after 
a crash in Afghanistan, search 
and rescue helicopter pilot Kacy 
Fairing returns to her hometown 
of Mercy Falls, Montana. For 

the summer she will serve as the lead pilot of a rescue 
team in Glacier National Park. This will also give her 
the opportunity to become closer to her 13 year-old 
daughter, Audrey, who lives with Kacy’s parents.

Kacy’s high school sweetheart, Ben King, now a 

country music celebrity and Audrey’s father, although 
he does not know it, has returned to Mercy Falls to help 
his injured father. Kacy and Ben never expected to be 
in Mercy Falls at the same time and to be working with 
each other as a result of flooding in the park. Both have 
many problems in their life. Being together brings to the 
surface the troubles that they share.—Beverly Bixler

The Reluctant Duchess 
(Ladies of the Manor #2)
Roseanna M. White. Bethany House, 2016. 
393p. $15, paperback. ISBN: 9780764213519. 
http://bakerpublishinggroup.com/
bethanyhouse FIC Nobility -- Great 
Britain—Fiction. Historical fiction. Christian 
fiction.

Although an heiress, Lady 
Rowena Kinnard has not had a 
very happy young life. As the 
author begins the story, Rowena 

is traumatized by a recent sexual assault by the young 
man she had thought she might marry. She steadfastly 
refuses her father’s demand that she do just that. Her 
assailant is her third cousin and a potential heir to 
the chiefdom of the Kinnard clan. A solution is quickly 
reached when Rowena hurriedly marries the Duke of 
Nottingham, a Scotsman who now lives in England. Their 
marriage may have partially solved the problem because 
her cousin vows to find her if she becomes pregnant 
as a result of his attack, and other problems arise. One 
is danger that follows them as a result of the Duke’s 
involvement in a clandestine plan for disposing of some 
stolen jewels. Patience and trust in God bring them 
positive results.—Beverly Bixler

Counted with the Stars  
(Out from Egypt #1)
Connilyn Cossette. Bethany House, 
2016. $345p. $15, paperback. 
ISBN: 9780764214370. http://
bakerpublishinggroup.com/bethanyhouse 
FIC Slaves—Egypt—Fiction. Exodus, The—
Fiction. Friendship—Fiction. Romance 
fiction. Bible—History of Biblical events—
Fiction. Religious fiction.

In a matter of minutes, Kiya, 
daughter of upperclass Egyptian 
parents, becomes a slave. 

Connilyn Cossette’s first novel takes place at the time 
of the Exodus. Having fallen on hard times and owing a 
large debt to a friend, Kiya’s father sells her to the friend. 
She becomes the slave of his wife who is anything but 
kind. Kiya and Shira, their mistress’s personal Hebrew 
slave, develop a strong friendship.

After the plagues, when the Hebrew slaves led by 
Moses flee Pharaoh’s rule, Kiya takes her mother and 
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handicapped brother and joins with Shira’s family. 
Juno, the first-born, would have been killed. Kiya has 
already met Kben, Shira’s older brother, and during the 
months wandering in the desert, their attraction to each 
other grows, but Kiya struggles with the situation of 
renouncing her Egyptian gods and developing a faith in 
Yahweh.—Beverly Bixler 

To Follow Her Heart 
(Southold Chronicles, #3)
Rebecca DeMarino. Revell, 2016. 348p. 
$15, paperback. ISBN: 9780800722203. 
bakerpublishinggroup.com/revell FIC Long 
Island (N.Y.)—History—17th century—
Fiction. Historical fiction.

This is the third and final 
volume of Rebecca DeMarino’s 
series, the Southold Chronicles. 
Most of DeMarino’s characters 
have their basis in real people. 

Barnabas and Mary Horton, who have lesser roles in this 
novel, were the author’s ninth great-grandparents who 
helped settle Long Island in the 17th century. However, 
Patience Terry, created in the first novel and the 
protagonist in this volume, is purely fictitious. 

Patience is aptly named because she waits nearly 
two years for her beloved, Captain Jeremy Horton, to 
agree to wed. When the novel opens, Jeremy’s ship has 
been sunk in a storm leaving no survivors. That is the 
belief until the captain arrives at the church in Southold 
just as a memorial service for him begins. Naturally, 
Patience is thrilled. However, as the months pass, every 
time they talk about getting married something occurs 
that Jeremy feels obligated to attend to, again leaving 
Patience. When tragedy strikes the Horton property in 
England and Jeremy leaves, Patience refuses to go with 
him and ends the engagement. He does not know if he 
will return. Will she change her mind?—Beverly Bixler

Hannah’s Choice (Journey to 
Pleasant Prairie #1)
Jan Drexler. Revell, 2016. 390p. $15, 
paperback. ISBN: 9780800726500. 
bakerpublishinggroup.com/revell FIC 
Amish—Fiction. Underground Railroad—
Fiction. Historical fiction.

When a young Amish woman 
has two suitors to whom she 
is attracted, she is faced with 
an important decision. In Jan 
Drexler’s novel, Hannah Yoder 

finds herself in this situation. Adam Metzlee wants to 
marry Hannah, but he is a Mennonite, and that is a 
problem for her. Josef Bender is Amish, but he plans to 
move to Indiana. The Yoders are concerned about the 

diminishing numbers of Amish in the area and its effect 
on their children. News of a new community forming in 
Indiana motivates Hannah’s father to move his family. 
Hannah is determined not to go. She also is faced with 
other decisions. Should she tell her parents of her 
younger sister’s rebellious activity, and should she help 
Adam with his role in the Underground Railroad? What 
will Hannah’s choices be?—Beverly Bixler 

Loving Luther
Allison Pittman. Tyndale, 2017. 403p. $15, 
paperback. ISBN: 9781414390451. www.
tyndale.com FIC Luther, Katharina von Bora, 
1499—1552—Fiction. Luther, Martin, 1483—
1546—Family—Fiction. Reformation—
Fiction. Historical fiction.

Katharina von Bora was the 
wife of Martin Luther. This story 
is based on her life up to the 
time she married Luther.

When Katharina was only 
six her father took her to Brehna Convent and left her. 
She never saw or heard from him again. She grew up in 
the convent and made friends with Gerta and Theresa, 
whom she met the first day at Brehna. Gerta eventually 
went to Marienthorne Convent. Katharina’s cousin 
was Abbess at Marienthorne and gave permission for 
Katharina and Theresa to come to her convent. All three 
girls took their vows at Marienthorne and became nuns. 
One of the hardest things for Katharina was the vow of 
silence at the convent.

Katharina becomes discontent at the convent and 
longs for freedom. Gerta has met a young man who 
makes deliveries to the convent. He smuggles parts of 
writings from Luther, which Gerta gives to Katharina. 
Katharina decides she must leave the convent, but 
knows she needs help. Through Gerta, the young man 
and Luther, a plan is made for her and eleven of her 
sister nuns to escape. They leave on the eve of Easter, 
hidden in a pickle wagon.

Luther feels it is his job to either reunite the nuns with 
their families or find husbands for them. Luther places 
Katharina with a family where she meets and falls in 
love with Jerome Baumgartner, but his mother doesn’t 
approve of the match and sends her son away to school.

Luther moves Katharina to another home and 
introduces her to Herr Glatz. Katharina takes a dislike to 
him and is upset when he asks her to be his wife simply 
so that she can read to him and keep house for him.

Katharina knows she has fallen in love with Luther. 
Luther loves her too, but has nothing to offer her 
except himself. He knows he has enemies because of his 
teachings and his teaching would be the priority in his 
life. Eventually, the two marry and have six children. 

Readers of historical fiction will find this story very 
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interesting and discover that, despite being a fictional-
ized account, the story broadly adheres to the real life of 
Katharina von Bora.—Phyllis Wendorf

A Stolen Heart (Cimarron 
Creek Trilogy, #1)
Amanda Cabot. Revell, 2017. 329p. $16, 
paperback. ISBN: 9780800727567. 
bakerpublishinggroup.com/revell FIC 
Texas—History—1846-1950—Fiction. 
Young women—Texas—Fiction. Romance 
fiction. Historical fiction.

Fifteen years after the Civil 
War most Northerners were not 
welcomed with open arms in 
small Texas towns. This is true 

for Lydia Crawford, who traveled to Cimarron Creek to 
marry her fiancé. When she arrives by stagecoach and 
discovers her intended is missing, she is lucky enough 
to meet Travis—not only the local sheriff but also the 
town’s only lawyer—and is taken under the wing of his 
elderly Aunt Bertha, the matriarch of the town, who 
provides her with a place to stay. The friendship of 
the two women grows as Lydia meets new people who 
find this former school teacher a wonderful addition 
to their community. Determined to stay in town, Lydia 
is supported by Aunt Bertha as she opens her own 
confections shop. Her popularity grows as she is 
courted by three of the town’s upstanding young men. 
Unfortunately, quite a number of mysteriously strange 
occurrences begin happening that cause Sheriff Travis 
to wonder what the connection is between them. To help 
readers keep track of the many subplots taking place 
in this small town, Amanda Cabot provides a genealogy 
chart to track the various families. With the church as 
a central focus, this is a “cozy” historical romance filled 
with romance and intrigue.—Mary Lou Henneman

Murder is no Accident 
(A Hidden Springs 
Mystery, # 3)

A.H. Gabhart. Revell, 2017. 339p. $14, 
paperback. ISBN: 9780800727109. 
bakerpublishinggroup.com/revell FIC 
Murder—Investigation—Fiction. Mansions—
Fiction. Romance fiction. Christian fiction.

Maggie Greene may be a 
quiet 15-year-old girl, but 
she has found the perfect 

spot to write her stories in a secluded room in an old 
Victorian mansion. The mansion is up for sale and 
Maggie’s mother has been hired to keep it clean. After 
Maggie hears the realtor, Geraldine Harper, enter, and 
overhears a loud confrontation taking place with an 

unknown person, Maggie ventures down the stairs to 
find the realtor dead at the foot of the stairs. Making an 
anonymous 911 call, she leaves. Deputy sheriff Michael 
Keane is called immediately to investigate whether this 
is an accident or a murder scene. But nothing is simple 
in the quiet town of Hidden Springs. Miss Fonda, the 
elderly owner of the property, has been in a care facility 
since her stroke. Her memory has been affected and she 
often escapes to return to her former home. Why does 
seeing the body of the realtor upset her as she recalls 
memories from her past? 

Can Alexandria Smith, now an attorney in Washington, 
D.C. who has returned to take care of her uncle, 
help Michael solve this mystery? Will they put aside 
the distance their individual careers have taken to 
let romance bloom? There are plenty of plot twists 
interwoven with humor. Recommended for Christian 
women’s book discussion and fans of cozy mystery/
romance fiction.—Mary Lou Henneman

Bread of Angels
Tessa Afshar. Tyndale House, 2017. 375p. 
$15, paperback. ISBN: 9781496406477. www.
tyndale.com FIC Lydia (Biblical figure)—
Fiction. Paul, the Apostle, Saint—Fiction. 
Bible—History of Biblical events—Fiction. 
Christian fiction.

There are only a few 
references about Lydia in the 
Book of Acts—she was a maker 
and seller of purple garments, 
she knew the apostle Paul and 

she became a follower of Christ. Her story is told through 
the adept vision of author Tessa Afshar, who sets the 
scene of what it must have been like for an unmarried 
woman to live in the male dominated Roman world. 
Lydia struggles to survive as a merchant after her father 
dies. With determination and the unexpected help of 
new friends, she leaves her home in Thyatira to begin 
a new life in Philippi. Even though she lives in fear that 
something will take away her success, it is through her 
meeting with the apostle Paul that she finds peace as 
she becomes a follower of Christ and brings many others 
to the faith. The quotes from both the Old and New 
Testaments at the beginning of each chapter masterfully 
set the tone. Afshar has skillfully fleshed out Lydia’s 
story of courage and faith. Highly recommended for 
Christian libraries.—Mary Lou Henneman

SPECIAL SALE PRICE!
All print copies of the CSLA guides and bibliogra-

phies are $10 each, plus postage. Go to CSLAinfo.org for 
descriptions. Some titles may no longer be available. The 
last day to place an order is September 15, 2017. 
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The Quieting 
(The Bishop’s Family, #2)
Suzanne Woods Fisher. Revell, 2016. 338p. 
$15, paperback. ISBN: 9780800723217. 
bakerpublishinggroup.com/revell FIC 
Amish—Pennsylvania—Fiction. Clergy—
Family relationships—Fiction. Families—
Fiction.

The second novel in Fisher’s 
series features David Stoltzfus, 
a widower with six children 
and the minister of the Amish 

church in Stoney Ridge, Pennsylvania. A church crisis 
has developed which he views a morally wrong, but he 
does not know how to handle it because it involves the 
current bishop. Added to his professional trouble are 
problems in his personal life. They include the arrival 
of his mother from Ohio, supposedly to help him, and 
a romantic interest in the bishop’s sister. His mother 
frustrates everyone. The subplot revolves around the 
older of his two nieces who came with his mother. 
Although the plots keep the reader interested, the traits 
and personalities of each character from the indecisive 
minister, the meddlesome mother and a compulsively 
orderly niece to the unrepentant bishop make the novel 
fascinating.—Beverly Bixler

The Devoted 
(The Bishop’s Family, #3)
Suzanne Woods Fisher. Revell, 2016. 330p. 
$15, paperback. ISBN: 9780800723224. 
bakerpublishinggroup.com/revell FIC 
Amish—Pennsylvania—Fiction. Clergy—
Family relationships—Fiction. Families—
Fiction.

The Devoted, the third book 
in Suzanne Woods Fisher’s 
series the Bishop’s Family, is 
fascinating. Strong, realistic 

characters and unexpected plot twists and turns provide 
the interest. David Stoltzfus, the bishop, and Ruthie, his 
17-year old daughter and one of his six children, are the 
protagonists of this novel.

There are several stories occurring throughout the 
book. Ruthie ponders leaving her Amish life. Patrick 
Kelly, an Englisher, moves into her area. His desire to 
become Amish intrigues her. A lifeless body is found 
at the Inn of the Eagle Rock where Ruthie works. The 
bishop, a widower, has happily re-married, but he is 
concerned that his church members are becoming more 
secular. These are some of the situations facing the 
Stoltzfus family, to say nothing of the behavior of Luke 
Schrock, Ruthie’s former boyfriend, who causes all sorts 
of problems in the community.—Beverly Bixler

The Magnolia Duchess (Gulf 
Coast Chronicles, #3)
Beth White. Revell, 2016. 347p. $15, 
paperback. ISBN: 9780800721992. 
bakerpublishinggroup.com/revell FIC 
United States—History—War of 1812—
Fiction. Historical fiction.

The Magnolia Duchess is 
the third novel in Beth White’s 
Gulf Coast Chronicles series. 
The story continues to relate 
the lives of the Lanier family 

during the complicated and confusing period of the 
War of 1812. After the novel’s slow beginning, the action 
becomes interesting. Characters and events include the 
Battle of New Orleans, pirates, protagonist Fiona Lanier 
masquerading as a boy in order to get in the army and 
falling in love with a British naval officer, a member of 
enemy forces. She and Charlie Kincaid repeatedly find 
themselves in the same place at just the right time, 
although in highly unlikely circumstances. As improbable 
as those occasions seem, White handles them skillfully 
enough for the reader to accept them.—Beverly Bixler

The Sleeping Witness: a 
Father Gabriel Mystery
Fiorella De Maria. Ignatius Press, 2017. 172p. 
$15, paperback. ISBN: 9781621640769. www.
ignatius.com FIC Murder—Investigation—
England—Fiction. Clergy—England—
Fiction. Mystery fiction.

Father Gabriel is a middle-
aged man at Saint Mary’s Abbey 
in the village of Sutton Westford, 
England. Mr. Pederson is a 
World War II hero and artist who 

recently arrived in the village from Denmark. Dr. and Mrs. 
Paige live in the village and Dr. Paige is very protective 
of his wife.

When Pederson is murdered at a cottage on the 
abbey’s property and Marie Paige is in a coma, Father 
Gabriel starts investigating the murder. Marie Paige’s 
husband is taken into custody as the main suspect in the 
death, with the Inspector believing the husband did it in 
a fit of jealousy.

Father Gabriel thinks things just do not add up. He 
finds that Pederson has a tattooed number on his arm 
and later finds that Marie also has a number tattooed 
on her arm. How do these two people know each other? 
Did they meet in a concentration camp? Who would want 
to kill Pederson and attack Marie besides her husband? 
Father Gabriel doesn’t believe Dr. Paige was the killer, 
but then who is? 

It’s an interesting murder mystery with many twists 
and turns.—Phyllis Wendorf
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Rescue Me 
Susan May Warren. Revell, 2017. 323p. 
$15, paperback. ISBN: 9780800727444. 
bakerpublishinggroup.com/revell FIC 
Glacier National Park (Mont.)—Fiction. 
Grizzly bear—Montana—Glacier National 
Park—Fiction. Hiking—Montana—Glacier 
National Park—Fiction. Rescue work—
Montana—Glacier National Park—Fiction.

A large cast of characters 
populate this romance-
adventure story. Deputy Sam 
Brooks thinks Sierra Rose may 

be the girl for him. Sierra’s sister, Willow, has loved Sam 
for as long as she can remember. Sierra loves her former 
boss, Ian. Sam thinks his brother, Pete, is a screw-up and 
blames him for their father’s death. Both Pete and Jess, 
who work together for PEAK Rescue, like each other, but 
both think the other only likes them as a friend. Willow 
wants Sierra to be happy, so is trying to forget Sam while 
looking to land the job of her dreams, youth leader at her 
church. She has been working with the youth for the last 
three years and cares deeply for them. 

Some teenagers are at the “pit” in Glacier National Park 
after the homecoming dance. Two of them, Quinn and 
Bella, walk into the forest and a grizzly bear attacks them. 
Sam and Pete respond to the call about a girl missing 
after a grizzly attack. They find Bella with Quinn’s help, 
but the bear returns and goes after all of them. 

Willow had a hike planned for the youth in the park 
and doesn’t want to disappoint them. Sierra talks Willow 
into going on the hike and asking the new youth leader 
to attend. She also says she will go and talk Sam into 
going too. The day of the hike Sierra says she can’t go, 
but Sam will go with the group. When they get to where 
they were supposed to hike, there is a sign saying the 
path is closed due to grizzlies. Willow suggests another 
place to hike and they go there. Then the weather 
changes and it gets cold and icy. Tragedy strikes and 
the group needs to work together to be rescued. As the 
PEAK group works to find and rescue them, each finds 
they need to come to terms with their feelings, and each 
needs to be rescued in their own way. Phyllis Wendorf

The Divide
Jolina Petersheim. Tyndale House, 2017. 
375p. $15, paperback. ISBN: 9781496402226. 
www.tyndale.com FIC Mennonites—
Montana—Fiction. Technology—Social 
aspects—Fiction. Christian fiction.

In this conclusion to The 
Alliance series, The Divide picks 
up a few months after the first 
book ended. After an attack on 
the country’s power grid leaves 
everyone without power, society 

begins to deteriorate. A group called ARC has taken 
control of the town near Lenora Ebersole’s Mennonite 
community and are rounding up families to work in the 
fields. Lenora’s community flees into the mountains to 
avoid this fate. While in the mountains, Lenora hopes for 
word of Moses, who sustained injuries in a plane crash. 
Little does Lenora know that Moses has recovered and 
joined a local militia. While she awaits news of Moses, 
she is the recipient of the affections of Bishop Jabil 
Snyder. Should she wait for Moses or accept Jabil’s 
advances? 

Lenora and her brother sneak back down to where 
their home was and find their father in their home. They 
head back to the community, which is now suffering from 
devastating illness. On the way back to the community 
they run into an ARC and he insists they show him where 
the community is hiding. What should Lenora do? Lenora 
must decide between her Mennonite faith and taking 
action in this new world.—Phyllis Wendorf

Catching the Wind
Melanie Dobson. Tyndale House, 2017. 399p. 
$15, paperback. ISBN: 9781496417282. www.
tyndale.com FIC World War (1939-1945)—
Children—Fiction. Journalists—England—
London—Fiction. Suspense fiction. 
Historical fiction.

This historical novel takes 
place in different time periods 
that begins in July, 1940, when 
Dietmar Roth, age 13, and 
Brigitte Berthold, age 10, were 

children and best friends. When Nazi soldiers arrested 
Dietmar’s parents, his mother saw him looking in the 
window and mouthed “run.” He found Brigitte at their 
tree house and the children went to Bridget’s house 
only to find that they had arrested her father, too. The 
children now were on the run from the Nazis, trying to 
escape Germany. They eventually arrived in England, but 
were soon separated. After the war, Dietmar changed his 
name to Daniel Knight and made a vow to find Brigitte. 

In present day England, Quenby Vaughn is an 
American journalist working in London. She has been 
working on a story about espionage by an aristocrat 
during WWII. Daniel wants to hire Quenby to find 
Brigitte, and contacts her through his lawyer, Lucas 
Hough.

Quenby is dealing with her own demons. Among those 
are feelings of abandonment from when her mother 
took her to Disney World, put her on a ride and then 
disappeared. Quenby meets Daniel and eventually takes 
the job. In many twists and turns, Quenby, with the help 
of Lucas, follows the trail of Brigitte after she and Daniel 
were separated.

This is a very well written novel with interesting 
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characters. Each page is packed with enough intrigue 
and suspense that the reader will not want to put this 
book down.—Phyllis Wendorf

Deep Extraction  
(FBI Task Force, #2)
DiAnn Mills. Tyndale House, 2017. 379p. $15, 
paperback. ISBN: 9781496410986. www.
tyndale.com FIC Murder—Investigation—
Fiction. Victims of crimes—Family 
relationships—Fiction. Romantic suspense 
fiction. Mystery fiction. Christian fiction.

Nathan Moore is dead. He was 
a powerful force in the world 
of oil and gas, but his wife and 
two sons had seen a dramatic 

change is his behavior prior to his death. Why is his 
wife the main suspect in his death? What role do her 
two teenage sons have in their different relationships 
with their father? It will take the help of both Special 
Agent Tori Templeton and newly reinstated Deputy U. 
S. Marshal Cole Jeffers to find the real killer. But both 
of the investigators will have to set aside their personal 
connection with the family to solve this crime, especially 
when the cause of death is discovered. Christy Award 
winning author DiAnn Mills knows how to keep the plot 
moving with nonstop action and excitement as her two 
main characters develop their personal relationship as 
well as grow in their faith together. Recommended for 
Christian suspense/romance fans.—Mary Lou Henneman

Redeeming Grace: Ruth’s 
Story (Daughters of the 
Promised Land, Book #3)

Jill Eileen Smith. Revell, 2017. 356p. $16, 
paperback. ISBN: 9780800720360. 
bakerpublishinggroup.com/revell FIC Ruth 
(Biblical figure)—Fiction. Naomi (Biblical 
figure)—Fiction. Bible—History of Biblical 
events—Fiction. Religious fiction.

Author Jill Smith has written 
many books that transport 

readers into the lives of women in the scriptures. In 
the latest book in the Daughters of the Promised Land 
series, the relationship of Ruth and Naomi is masterfully 
told. She begins with the back story when Naomi and 
her husband and sons leave Bethlehem to find relief 
from the famine in Moab. Away from her family and in 
a foreign land whose people do not worship the one 
true God, her faith is tested. In the midst of her own 
struggles, including her sons marrying women outside 
their faith and the subsequent death of both her sons 
and husband, Naomi is filled with sorrow and wonders 
how she will ever survive as a widow. It is her daughter-

in-law Ruth who has learned from Naomi, and it is the 
steadfast love and determination of both women that 
will inspire modern women to grow in their faith. Smith’s 
detailed research as well as her ability to understand 
the physical and emotional struggles of both Ruth and 
Naomi bring their story to life. Highly recommended for 
all congregational libraries.—Mary Lou Henneman

When Tides Turn (Waves of 
Freedom, #3)
Sarah Sundin. Revell, 2017. 385p. $16, 
paperback. ISBN: 9780800727109. 
bakerpublishinggroup.com/revell FIC World 
War (1939-1945)—Fiction. Boston (Mass.)—
History—20th century—Fiction. Romance 
fiction. Historical fiction. Christian fiction.

Quintessa Beaumont is a 
remarkably attractive woman 
working as a sales clerk in a 
high end fashion shop in Boston. 

Even though she is bright and business savvy, the 
male dominated society has kept her from a promotion 
during 1942 war time. When the navy established the 
WAVES program to free more men for fighting overseas, 
Tess sees this as an opportunity to support the war 
effort with her talents. But she meets someone just 
as dedicated to the U.S. Navy in Lt. Dan Avery. His 
dedication to the navy is unwavering, and he puts his 
job and loyalty before his personal life. What happens 
when the two meet? Tess balances being an ensign 
with her duties selling war bonds, but when Lt. Dan falls 
hopelessly in love with Tess he struggles with keeping 
focus on his career goals. The subplot of a possible Nazi 
spy ring near the Boston shipyards keeps Tess busy 
when Dan is shipped out into the Battle of the Atlantic. 
This third installment of the Waves of Freedom series is 
filled with romance and intrigue, as well as establishing 
the firm faith of the main characters. Recommended for 
Christian historical romance fans.—Mary Lou Henneman

Crisis Shot
Janice Cantore. Tyndale, 2017. 405p. $15, 
paperback. ISBN: 9781496423702. www.
tyndale.com FIC Police—California—Long 
Beach—Fiction. Police—Oregon—Fiction. 
Mystery fiction.

Tess O’Roarke’s career is 
shattered in an instant and so 
are her dreams of becoming 
the first female police chief 
of Long Beach, California. 
When she responds to a 999 

emergency call coming to the aid of a fellow officer, 
she fatally shoots a supposed unarmed teenager. Even 
though she is cleared by a grand jury, the public outcry 
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from the press is relentless, and she takes a job as the 
police chief in Rogue’s Hollow, Oregon. It becomes far 
less of a quiet town when the pastor’s wife—one of her 
strongest supporters—goes missing and her cousin 
is murdered. Also, a number of shootings and strange 
incidents have happened at the local businesses. Tess 
must not only win the support of the townspeople, but 
also her fellow deputies in order to solve this collection 
of seemingly unrelated crimes. Relying on her dad’s 
sage wisdom of twelve basic rules, and Steve Logan, her 
deputy, she proceeds in hot pursuit to solve the crimes. 
Author Janice Cantore, a former Long Beach police 
offer, has written a well-crafted novel that gets into the 
inner feelings of Tess as she balances her personal and 
professional life.—Mary Lou Henneman

Pursued 
(The Nikki Boyd Files, #3)
Lisa Harris. Revell, 2017. 300p. $16, 
paperback. ISBN: 9780800724207. 
bakerpublishinggroup.com/revell 
FIC Airplane crash survival—Fiction. 
Witnesses—Protection—Fiction. 
Tennessee—Fiction. Suspense fiction. 
Christian fiction.

Nikki Boyd’s life is far from dull. 
She thought she would return 
home, reconnect with Tyler 
Grant, the young man she loves, 

and take care of personal health concerns. But after 
surviving a plane crash, she discovers that the woman 
who sat next to her on the plane has vanished and the 
air marshal on the same flight is dead. Nikki needs to get 
her Tennessee Bureau of Investigation team together 
to solve this strange mystery. She soon discovers that 
Erika Hamilton, the mystery woman, had been flying 
to Nashville under the witness protection program to 
testify before a grand jury. Will Nikki be able to find her 
and keep her safe? How many others will be affected 
during this roller coaster ride of intrigue? Christy Award 
winning author Lisa Harris has packed her latest thriller 
with action and plot twists to keep readers on the edge 
of their seats. Read first Vendetta and Missing, the 
first two books in the series, to appreciate how well the 
character of Nikki Boyd develops and grows in her faith. 
Highly recommended for Christian suspense fans.—Mary 
Lou Henneman

COMPARATIVE RELIGIONS
No God but One: Allah or 
Jesus?: A Former Muslim 
Investigates the Evidence for 
Islam and Christianity 

Nabeel Qureshi. Zondervan, 2016. 320p. $18, 
paperback. ISBN: 9780310522553. www.
zondervan.com 261.27 Christianity and 
other religions—Islam. Islam—Relations—
Christianity. 

“Is the truth worth dying for?” 
equals reality for many who 

leave one faith to espouse another. If you read No God 
but One as a Muslim, you will learn and relearn much 
about your faith. If you read as a Christian, the same will 
be true, as the author investigates the evidence for Allah 
and Jesus.

Qureshi’s earlier book, Seeking Allah, Finding Jesus, 
relates his journey from Islam to Christianity, and in this 
book he explains why he chose Christianity. Two central 
questions are addressed in 10 parts. The first question 
focuses on differences between Islam and Christianity 
with sharia or the gospels, tawhid or trinity, Muhammed 
or Jesus, Quran or the Bible, jihad or the Crusades as 
the issues. Ample scripture and extensive research are 
presented with objectivity, and personal experiences 
validate the author’s conclusions.

Question two is “Can we know whether Islam or 
Christianity is true?” Each part features a positive case 
and conclusion. Jesus’s death, resurrection, and claim to 
be God are counterpoised with Muhammed as a prophet 
of God, and the Quran is weighed along with the Bible. 

In the book’s conclusion, Qureshi returns to answer the 
original question: “Is the truth worth dying for?”

Though the text is difficult because of its 
thoroughness, length, and depth of content, the author’s 
passion keeps the reader engaged. Highly recommended 
for those interested in apologetics and the impact of two 
major faiths on world events.—Carolyn Egolf
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SPIRITUAL LIFE
Winning your Daily Spiritual 
Battles: Living Empowered 
by the Armor of God

Linda Evans Shepherd. Revell, 2016. 208p. 
$14, paperback. ISBN: 9780800727093. 
bakerpublishinggroup.com/revell 248.4 
Spiritual warfare. Christian life.

While evil forces impact 
nations and individuals, spiritual 
warfare and the armor of God 
receive differing levels of 

emphases in churches.
Perhaps because Paul’s many imprisonments made 

him ever-aware of the armor worn by Roman soldiers, he 
used this armor as a metaphor for the strengths needed 
to ward off evil influences. Based on Paul’s description 
of spiritual armor in Ephesians 6, “Quest for Purpose” 
and “Breakthrough to Your Purpose” bookend the 
intervening chapters which describe in detail elements of 
armor, including the breastplate of righteousness, shield 
of faith, and helmet of salvation. 

Among the sections included in each chapter are an 
introduction of the topic and an allegory story featuring 
Asriel, who represents Christ, Beliah, representing 
Satan, and Paul’s experiences. Some readers will find the 
allegory helpful, while others may be more impressed 
with the history of armor and biblical information 
presented. 

Material on God’s leading, hearing His voice, and 
serving through spiritual gifts is excellent, Prayers and 
significant quotes enrich the text. To seasoned believers 
the book will affirm already held beliefs, but caution 
is recommended for newer believers, as some of the 
miracles seem too easy and may not match the realities 
many live—even those with strong faith.

Recommended for churches and individuals who 
understand and appreciate strong emphases on spiritual 
warfare.—Carolyn Egolf

Reading for the Common 
Good: How Books Help our 
Churches and Neighborhoods 
Flourish.

C. Christopher Smith. InterVarsity 
Press, 2016. 184p. $16, paperback. ISBN: 
9780830844494. www.ivpress.com 253/.7 
Church. Christian life. Christians-Books 
and reading. Christians-Learning and 
scholarship.

Why, what and how we 

read depends on preference and purpose. Based 
on experiences at Englewood Christian Church in 
Indianapolis plus study and education, Smith calls 
us to read for the “good” of our congregations and 
neighborhoods. “Common good” involves economy, 
environment, education, and civic matters—things 
shared by all.

Flourish, defined as “to emerge into the full glory for 
which God has created us,” is a theme throughout the 
text, and in nine chapters, each beginning with a quote, 
Smith calls us individually and as congregations to read 
with flourishing as the goal.

Slow reading is noted, and lectio divina (spiritual) 
reading is discussed. Rather than individual reading, 
conversation about what is being read is stressed. 
Chapter nine summarizes concepts well and specific 
ideas are recommend. These include using existing 
groups, book clubs, reading lists and book reviews. 
Websites are suggested along with materials from 
Englewood.

The material is concentrated and is enhanced by 
recommendations of pertinent books within the text. 
Two lists of recommended books, along with an epilogue 
and notes section, add value.

Recommended for church librarians, pastors and those 
whose community and congregational ministries could 
be enhanced by shared reading and conversation. 
—Carolyn Egolf

FORGIVENESS
Forgiving Others, Forgiving 
Ourselves
Myra Warren Isenhart and Michael Spangle. 
Skylight Paths, 2015. 146p. $17, paperback. 
ISBN: 9781594736001. skylightpaths.com 
234.5 Forgiveness. Emotions.

In the last paragraph of the 
introduction to Forgiving Others, 
Forgiving Ourselves, authors 
Isenhart and Spangle state that 
both have witnessed the power 
of forgiveness, as well as the 

devastating sense of loss that comes from withholding 
forgiveness. It is their purpose to help others understand 
all aspects of forgiveness, how to grant it and how to 
accept it. To accomplish this purpose, they base their 
book on their experience as practitioners and a written 
survey of nearly 300 people, ages 20-80 of varying 
educational and religious backgrounds. Real-life stories 
illustrate all points being discussed.

As important as forgiveness is, it is one of the most 
difficult challenges of most people’s emotional life. Those 
who have been harmed in some way need to forgive 
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the perpetrator. If one has been responsible for creating 
harm, he or she needs to seek forgiveness. A third 
need for forgiveness exists and it is often the hardest: 
forgiving one’s self.

In this volume everything dealing with forgiveness is 
discussed in great depth and detail. Anyone wrestling 
with the problem of forgiveness will find this book an 
excellent guide to a solution. Questions and a good 
bibliography round out the book. Recommended. 
—Beverly Bixler

Letting Go: Rugged Love for 
Wayward Souls
Dave Harvey and Paul Gilbert. Zondervan, 
2016. 184p. $16, paperback. ISBN: 
9780310523536. www.zondervan.com 241.4 
Love—religious aspects—Christianity. 
Forgiveness—religious aspects—
Christianity. Prodigal son (parable). 
Rejection (psychology)—religious aspects—
Christianity

Almost everyone either has 
or knows a prodigal. These are 
people in our lives who rebel 

against what is right. It is the cheating spouse, the 
rebellious child or a friend who turns away. Like the 
prodigal son in the parable, they want to do what they 
like without consequences. They blame their loved ones 
for what they are doing, not taking any responsibility for 
their actions.

The authors use stories of people going through 
difficult times with their prodigals. They then offer 
advice on responding to prodigals with both love and 
faith, but also letting them live with the consequences 
of their actions. It is hard to know when to say “enough” 
and then let our prodigals go because we love them, but 
the authors help us to understand what is going on with 
prodigals and how to let them go with love. 
—Phyllis Wendorf

MARRIAGE
101 Tips for Marrying the 
Right Person
Jennifer Roback Morse & Betsy Kerekes. 
Ave Maria Press, 2016. 127p. $14 paperback. 
ISBN: 9781594716713. www.avemariapress.
com 248.4 Marriage–Religious aspects–
Catholic Church. Mate selection–Religious 
aspects—Catholic Church. Dating (social 
customs)–Religious aspects–Catholic 
Church.

On the cover it says “Helping 
Singles Find Each Other, 
Contemplate Marriage and 

Say I Do.” The authors break this subject down into 10 

chapters beginning with “The Search is On: Being Both 
Optimistic and Realistic” and ending with “Marriage 
Planning: Focus on the Marriage, Not the Wedding.” The 
authors provide dating tips. Each tip is usually one page 
and the authors then expand on the tip.

The authors talk about all aspects of dating, including 
what not to do and cohabiting. This is a well-written 
book with some good advice from a Catholic perspective, 
and it has specific Catholic teachings which do not 
necessarily reflect other religious teachings.

The book is for all ages, not just young people. Any 
reader would garner a lot of good advice by reading the 
book.—Phyllis Wendorf

BIOGRAPHY
Faith under Fire: Dramatic 
Stories of Christian Courage
Matthew Archbold. Servant, 2016. 
161p. $16. ISBN: 9781632530943. shop.
franciscanmedia.org. 270.092 Courage-
Religious aspects-Christianity. Christian 
biography.

The author divides his book 
into five sections: Unforgettable 
Stories of Forgiveness; Inspiring 
Stories about Loving Strangers; 
Courageous Stories about 

Trusting God; Memorable Stories of Self-Sacrifice; and 
Dramatic Stories of Courage.

Each story begins with a scripture passage that 
reflects the message in the story and then a message 
from the author before the story begins. Each story ends 
with discussion questions that can be used for group 
discussion or personal reflection.

The stories are about Christians who held to their 
beliefs even when pressured by outside forces. It 
starts with the story of the 2006 shooting of six young 
schoolgirls at an Amish school and how the Amish 
not only forgave the shooter, but even supported the 
shooter’s wife. One of the more remarkable stories is 
about Mother Antonia Brenner who worked and lived 
in La Mesa Penitentiary in Tijuana, Mexico. Others are 
about abortion and a homosexual wedding. The book 
can best be summed up by the author as follows: “This 
is a book about hope and faith and light, and while it 
includes some terrible events, it is a hopeful book about 
love in a world that’s often surprised and sometimes 
even opposed to those who show it.” Anyone will find the 
stories inspirational.—Phyllis Wendorf
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Things Not Seen: A Fresh 
Look at Old Stories of 
Trusting God’s Promises

Jon Bloom. Crossway, 2015. 219p. $14, 
paperback. ISBN: 9781433546990. www.
crossway.org 220.9505 Bible stories, 
English. Bible–criticism, interpretation, etc. 
Bible–Biography

The front cover says “a fresh 
look at old stories of trusting 
God’s promises.” In the 35 

chapters Jon Bloom retells stories we all know in an 
interesting way, stories of Moses, Abraham, Jacob, 
John the Baptist, Mary, Naomi and others. The stories 
touch on such subjects as grace, humility, generosity, 
leadership, service and other topics. Each chapter begins 
with the appropriate passage from the Bible. He then 
has a paragraph in which he asks the reader a question 
that ties in with the Bible story. After the story, the 
author reflects on the story and encourages the reader 
who may be wrestling with the same problem.

The chapters are short and easy to read. Even readers 
familiar with these stories will enjoy this book.—Phyllis 
Wendorf

WORSHIP
Singing God’s Psalms: 
Metrical Psalms and 
Reflections for each Sunday 
in the Church Year

Fred R. Anderson. Eerdmans, 2016. 240p. 
$24, paperback. ISBN: 9780802873217. www.
eerdmans.com 223.2/052 Bible. Psalms-
Paraphrases, English. Psalmody. Bible 
Psalms-Meditations. Common Lectionary 
(1992).

The Psalms were sung by the 
Hebrews in worship, and since that time Psalms have 
been read, sung, prayed, re-written and treasured. In that 
spirit, Anderson has created a volume making possible 
the singing of the Psalms to familiar hymn tunes. As 
a volume in the Calvin Institute of Christian Worship 
Liturgical Studies Series, the text draws the featured 
Psalms for the Common Lectionary in which a three-year 
cycle exposes worshipers to specific texts.

Anderson links Psalms with familiar hymn tunes by 
re-writing the Psalms in meter and choosing words that 
rhyme or reflect varied styles of poetry. Canticles from 
Isaiah’s, Mary’s, Simeon’s and Zechariah’s songs are 
included.

Enhancing the text are the reflections at the end of 

each entry where Anderson explains the message of the 
chosen Psalm and its value for our day.

Greatest enrichment would be found when reading 
the text if one had a copy of the Psalms in one hand 
and a hymnal in the other. Musicians might know hymn 
tunes by name, but most readers would have additional 
appreciation if they could match tune to text.

Highly recommended for pastors, church musicians 
and persons who treasure the Psalms for personal use.—
Carolyn Egolf

CHILDREN’S
When God Made You
Matthew Paul Turner. Illustrated by 
David Catrow. Waterbrook, 2017. 40p. 
$16, hardcover. ISBN: 9781601429186. 
waterbrookmultnomah.com 231.7 
Individuality—Religious aspects—Juvenile 
literature. 

With charming rhyming and 
bright colorful illustrations, 
children will love this book while 
learning how God made each 
one special and unique. The 

book emphasis the uniqueness of each individual and 
the special gifts each person has that can be shared with 
others. Readers will learn that long before birth, God 
was thinking about them. God knew what they would 
look like, their eyes and hair, and the sound of their 
voices. God knew what talents each individual would 
have, whether artistic, imaginative, a giver or a doer. God 
knows and loves each one of us just as he intended us to 
be. 

The illustrations are multicultural in nature and 
also feature fun caricatures of animals in various 
roles normally performed by humans, such as a pig 
masquerading as a policeman. 

This book would be a great addition to any 
congregational library.—Phyllis Wendorf

Your Magnificent Chooser
John Ortberg. Illustrated by Robert Dunn. 
Tyndale, 2017. 37p. $15, hardcover. ISBN: 
9781496417428. www.tyndale.com 248.82 
Choice (Psychology)—Religious aspects—
Juvenile literature.

The author describes in his 
“Note to Parents” that in the 
beginning God gave us a will. 
Each of us has a little kingdom 
where our choices make a 
difference. It’s a place where we 

can say yes or no; we can create and decide. 
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In this delightful book the author describes choosers. 
What is a “chooser?” It is a God-given part of each of 
us and helps us decide what to do. We have a “thinker” 
and a “feeler,” but the chooser chooses what actions we 
do. Making choices, even for the youngest of children, is 
important to personal development and plays a part in 
who we become as adults. Ideally, we make choices that 
honor God, and we can turn to God when we are not sure 
what to choose. God has a “chooser” too, and it works 
better than ours because it is perfect, loving and good. 

Children will love the sing-song rhymes, and the 
illustrations are bright and colorful with children in each 
one. The book teaches an important lesson in a fun and 
engaging manner. This Dr. Seuss-style book would be 
a good addition to any congregational library.—Phyllis 
Wendorf

Where Do I Find Jesus?
Sheila Walsh. Illustrated by Sarah Horne. 
BH Kids, 2017. 32p. $15, hardcover. ISBN: 
9781433688065. BHKids.com [E] Jesus 
Christ—Presence—Juvenile fiction.

This very cute and colorfully 
illustrated volume tells the 
story of Abby, who is new to her 
neighborhood. Her new friends, 
twins Emma and Liam, ask if 
she would like to go somewhere 
awesome with them. Abby 

wonders what they mean and agrees to go. When they 
pick her up, they tell her they are going to Kids Club at 
church. During Kids Club the teacher talks about looking 
for Jesus. Emma says “if you look for Him, you’ll find 
Him.” After Kids Club, Abby wants to find Jesus and 
wonders where he might be. With the help of a dog and 
cat duo, Abby sets out to find Jesus. Could he be in the 
attic or tree house? She finds out that all you have to do 
is ask Jesus to come into your heart to find him. Parents 
and other adults will appreciate the guide, complete with 
scripture references, to explain the need for a savior and 
the way to accept Jesus into one’s heart. Recommended 
for all church libraries.—Phyllis Wendorf

Meeting Moses
Robert Chasin. Illustrated by Matt 
Roussel. Meeting Bible Heroes, 2017. 
40p. $17, hardcover. ISBN: 9781684181650 
meetingbibleheroes.com J Moses (Biblical 
leader—Juvenile fiction. Time travel—
Juvenile fiction. 

This is the first book in the 
Meeting Bible Heroes series. 
Max is a little boy whose father 
invents a time-traveling machine. 
His parents tell Max he can only 

go to his grandmother’s in the machine, but Max uses 
the machine to go back in time and meets Moses as a 
young child. Max then starts telling and showing Moses 
how God talks to him and uses him when he is older. 

Although it’s called “Meeting Moses,” Max is the 
central character, and it is Max leading Moses. Max also 
brings gadgets from his time back to Egypt, which the 
Pharaoh uses to see the future. Max does change things 
back to before he came by using the rewind button.

Although it does have bright, colorful illustrations that 
children will like, adults may have mixed reactions to this 
book primarily because at the end of the book Max uses 
the rewind button so his parents would not remember 
what he did when they told him he was going to be 
grounded for using the time traveling machine.—Phyllis 
Wendorf

Early Sunday Morning
Denene Millner. Illustrated by Vanessa 
Brantley-Newton. Bolden, 2017. 40p. 
$18, hardcover. ISBN: 9781572842113. 
agatepublishing.com [E] Anxiety—Juvenile 
fiction. Singing—Juvenile fiction. Families—
Juvenile fiction. Church attendance—
Juvenile fiction. African Americans—
Juvenile fiction. Family life—Fiction.

The main character is a young 
African-American girl who is 
singing her first solo in church 
with the youth choir. Although 

she loves singing in front of her mirror or with her father, 
she is nervous about singing her solo because her voice 
gets “trembly” when singing in front of others.

Her aunt buys her a new dress, her brother’s barber 
says to pretend that everyone has a watermelon for a 
head and her parents both tell her she’ll do great. On 
Sunday morning she gets ready, but her father had 
worked late and is still in bed when they leave. When it is 
time for her to sing she sees her father come in the door. 
She is able to lift her voice and sing like the angels.

The illustrations are bright and colorful and the 
story contains a positive message for children about 
overcoming fear.—Phyllis Wendorf

A Concert in the Sand. 
Tami Shem-Tov and Rachella Sandbank. 
Illustrations by Avi Ofer. Kar-Ben 
Publishing. 2017. 32p. $8, paperback. ISBN: 
97815124010101. Available as an ebook. 
www.karben.com [E] Huberman, Bronislaw 
-- Juvenile fiction. Musicians - Juvenile 
fiction. Grandmothers—Juvenile fiction. 
Beaches—Juvenile fiction. Palestine-
History-1917-1948—Juvenile fiction. 

Uri and his grandmother 
stroll along the Tel Aviv beach 
in 1936. They see a parade of 

http://www.bhkids.com/
http://meetingbibleheroes.com/
http://www.karben.com
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people walking, some carrying strange looking cases. 
Uri cannot imagine what is happening. But as they 
reach an auditorium and find a bench to sit on, Uri sees 
the people with the cases take out various musical 
instruments. The crowd applauds for the violinist, and 
then the conductor appears—none other than Arturo 
Toscanini. The last two-page spread shows Uri holding a 
stick while imitating a conductor as his friends sit around 
him in the sand.

What Uri saw in the auditorium was the first concert 
by a group of refugee musicians who eventually helped 
form the Israel Philharmonic Orchestra. The violinist was 
Bronislaw Huberman, the Polish-born child prodigy who, 
as an adult, was able to convince other Jewish musicians 
to come to the British Mandate of Palestine in order to 
escape the rise and perils of Nazism in Europe.

This introduction to the beginnings of a world-
famous orchestra is highlighted by Avi Ofer’s whimsical 
illustrations, similar in style to the cartoons one sees 
in The New Yorker magazine. There is historical 
information at the end of the story highlighted by 
vintage photographs of Huberman and of Toscanini with 
some members of the orchestra.

Recommended for information about the founding of 
a renowned symphony orchestra and its place in world 
history of the 1930s.—Evelyn Pockrass

In the Candle’s Glow
Elizabeth Crispina Johnson. Illustrated 
by Amandine Wanert. Ancient Faith 
Publishing, 2017. 32p. $20, hardcover. ISBN: 
978494967093. ancientfaith.com/publishing 
[E] Prayer—Juvenile fiction. Candles—
Juvenile fiction.

As the bees gather nectar 
and take it back to their hive, 
Sister Irene gathers wax from 
the combs to make candles. She 
melts the wax and then dips 

the wicks in it until she has long, beautiful candles for 
the church. When Felicia enters the church, she takes 
a candle, lights it and says a prayer. Then she says the 
Lord’s Prayer. Finally, she thinks of people she wants 
to pray for and says another prayer. As she says her 
prayers, she sees the prayers in the light of the candle 
and then, in the wispy smoke, sees her prayers going up 
to heaven. Bright and colorful illustrations round out this 
book.—Phyllis Wendorf

The ABCs of Thomas Merton: 
A Monk at the Heart of the 
World

Gregory J. Ryan and Elizabeth H. Ryan. 
Paraclete Press, 2017. 32p. $17, hardcover. 
ISBN: 9781612618470. www.paracletepress.
com [E] Merton, Thomas, 1915-1968—
Juvenile literature. Alphabet books. 
Monks—Juvenile literature.

This is a lovely, illustrated 
book which tells about the 

life of Thomas Merton, a monk. Merton was born in 
France, educated in England and the United States, and 
eventually felt the call of God, became a monk and lived 
at Gethsemani Abbey in Kentucky. Each page has one or 
more examples of each letter of the alphabet. Merton’s 
life story can serve as a role model for young children, 
demonstrating kindness, love and dedication. He lived a 
purpose-driven life, advocating for peace and believing 
that the Earth is alive with God’s presence.—Phyllis 
Wendorf

The Suitcase: A Story about 
Giving 
Jane G. Meyer. Illustrated by Chiara 
Pasqualotto. Paraclete Press, 2017. 28p. 
$17, paperback. ISBN: 9781612617763. 
www.paracletepress.com J Kingdom of 
God—Juvenile fiction. Altruism—Religious 
aspects—Juvenile fiction.

Thomas was a little different. 
He liked to spin in circles and 
talk to his pet goat, Greta, and 
line up his blocks every day. One 

day Thomas came to the table with a suitcase. When 
asked where he was going, he said to the Kingdom 
of Heaven. When asked what he had in his suitcase, 
Thomas showed his family he had applesauce to feed 
the hungry, his saved chore money for someone who 
needs it, a mustard seed to plant and a trowel to dig 
up the Hidden Treasure, among other things. This is a 
delightful book showing a multi-ethnic family, and the 
group scene at the end of the book includes a diverse 
group of adults and children. Complete with wonderful 
illustrations, this book will help show children how even 
they can help other people. In the back of the book is a 
resource page for grown-ups.—Phyllis Wendorf

All cover images are used by permission  
of the publishers for this edition of 

Congregational Libraries Today only. 

Arline Cox wins software package
CSLA is delighted to announce that Arline Ott Cox of Bridgewa-

ter, New Jersey, won the drawing for a free copy of the Essential Plus 
version of ResourceMate® Library Software at the 2017 CSLA Annual 
Conference in Rochester, New York.

http://www.paracletepress.com
http://www.paracletepress.com
http://www.paracletepress.com
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Who Counts? 100 Sheep, 10 
Coins, and 2 Sons
Amy-Jill Levine & Sandy Eisenberg 
Sasso. Illustrated by Margaux Meganck. 
Westminster John Knox Press, 2017. 40p. 
$17, hardcover. ISBN: 978064262747. www.
wjkbooks.com 226.809505 Lost sheep 
(Parable)—Juvenile literature. Lost coin 
(Parable)—Juvenile literature. Prodigal 
son (Parable)—Juvenile literature. Jesus 
Christ—Parables—Juvenile literature.

This is a retelling of three 
of Jesus’ parables: the lost 

sheep, the lost coin and the prodigal son, with bright, 
colorful and modern illustrations that children will enjoy. 
It teaches children that even they are important and 
everyone counts. At the end of the book there is a note 
to parents and teachers.—Phyllis Wendorf

No One Else Like You
Siska Goeminne and Merel Eyckerman. 
Westminster John Knox Press, 2017. 32p. 
$16.00 hardcover. ISBN: 9780664263539. 
www.wjkbooks.com. 155.2 Individuality -- 
Juvenile literature.

There are over seven million 
people in this world and in all 
the world there is no else just 
like you. The authors describe 
how people live in different 
types of homes, in different 

places in the world, wear different types of clothes, are 
tall or short, some get scared and some are bold, some 
live in big families and some small. Some believe in God, 
others believe in secret powers, Santa Claus or nothing 
at all. Everyone is unique, even you. The illustrations are 
bright, colorful and show a big diversity of people and 
places.—Phyllis Wendorf

The Long Trail Home
Kiersi Burkhart and Amber J. Keyser. 
Darby Creek, 2017. 233p. $7, paperback. 
ISBN: 9781467792567. lernerbooks.com YA 
Prejudices—Fiction. Teenage girls—Fiction. 
Dude ranches—Colorado—Fiction. Jewish 
girls – Fiction. Jewish teenagers—Fiction.

Rivka is a 13 year old Jewish 
girl who lives with her parents 
and two brothers in Boston. 
The previous year she had 
gone to her temple and found 

vandals had attacked. There was a window smashed, a 
red swastika painted on the door with the words “white 
power” and “KKK”. This scared Rivka and she decides 
she does not want any part of her Jewish community nor 
does she want to go through with her bat mitzvah. After 

a year of Rivka being stubborn and defiant, her parents 
decided to send her to Quartz Creek Ranch in Denver for 
the summer.

When Rivka arrives in Denver she meets the other 
campers, Cat, Lauren and Sam, as well as the two 
trainers, Madison and Fletch. She also meets the owners, 
Ma Etty and her husband, Mr. Bridle.

The first day at camp each camper is given a horse 
to take care of, and riding lessons start immediately. 
One of the first lessons they learn is to always have a 
buddy. Rivka was paired with Cat and it quickly becomes 
evident why Cat was sent to the ranch—because she is 
hard to get along with. 

Once the campers all learn how to ride and control 
their horses, they plan an overnight campout. Later, 
Rivka and Cat get in a fight and Cat rides off. Rivka 
remembers what they were told about always having 
a buddy and follows Cat. Cat gets hurt and Rivka helps 
her. Eventually, after a long rainy night, they find their 
way back to camp. During their time on the campout, 
Rivka sees an old cabin and learns that it was owned 
by one of the original settlers, Rachel Jacobs, who was 
Jewish and lived and raised cattle on the property by 
herself. Another eye-opening experience occurs when 
they go into town and Rivka sees a flyer about a rally 
being held against the Mexican immigrants in the area. 
This brings back all the memories of her synagogue and 
the fear she felt.

After returning to the ranch, Rivka’s and Cat’s parents 
come to get them, and Rivka lets her parents know she 
wants to have her bat mitzvah, but first the girls want 
to attend the rally and stand up for the immigrants.—
Phyllis Wendorf

Under the Sabbath Lamp 
Michael Herman. Illustrations by Alida Massari. Kar-Ben Publishing, 
2017. 32p. $7.99, paperback. ISBN: 9781512408430. Available as an ebook. 
www.karben.com [E] Sabbath—Juvenile fiction. Jews—Juvenile fiction. 
Immigrants—Juvenile fiction. 

Every Shabbat, Olivia and Izzy are the weekly guests 
of their neighbors. When Izzy and Olivia decide to host 
the neighborhood Shabbat dinner, their friends are 
surprised not to see traditional candles on the festive 
table. Instead, there is a Shabbat ceiling lamp in the 
shape of a star. Olivia fills the star with oil, lights the 
wicks and the entire room is illuminated. Then Izzy tells 
the story of how Isaac, his great-great grandfather who 
raised chickens and cows in Germany, obtained the 
lamp. When Isaac came to America he took part of the 
lamp with him. Each member of his family left Germany 
separately, but each brought another part of the lamp. 
Finally, when they were all in the United States, the 
family and the lamp were whole again. That was more 
than 150 years ago and the lamp has been passed down 
from one generation to another. Izzy and Olivia received 

http://www.wjkbooks.com
http://www.wjkbooks.com
http://www.wjkbooks.com
https://www.lernerbooks.com/Pages/Home.aspx
http://www.karben.com
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the lamp at the time of their 
marriage. As the warm glow of the 
lamp shines, their guests also share 
memories of inherited ritual objects 
and traditions.

Michael Herman, the author 
who owns a 19th century Shabbat 
lamp, charms us with a simple story 
that adds a powerful meaning to 
family and religious heritage. The 
illustrator, who is from Italy, has 
been the artist for children’s books 
by authors from various countries. 
Recommended.—Evelyn Pockrass

Into the Sea, Out of the Tomb: 
Jonah and Jesus
Maura Roan McKeegan. Illustrated by T. 
Schluenderfritz. Emmaus Road Publishing, 
2016. 30p. paperback, $9. ISBN: 9781941447512. 
www.emmausroad.org 220.9505 Jonah (Biblical 
prophet)—Juvenile literature. Jesus Christ—
Biography—Juvenile literature.

There is a quote on the back cover 
“For as Jonah became a sign to the 
men of Nineveh, so will the Son of 
man be to this generation…behold, 
something greater than Jonah is 
here.” (Luke 11:30,32) 

The author, Maura McKeegan, 
takes a story from the Old 
Testament and the New Testament 
and shows how they parallel. She 

starts out with how God had a 
special mission for Jonah and Jesus, 
but Jonah ran from God while Jesus 
obeyed God. Some of the other 
things she writes about are how 
both fell asleep on a boat, how 
Jonah stayed three days and nights 
in a large fish before being spit out, 
and Jesus laid three days in a tomb 
before He arose from the dead. 
This is the second book in the “old 
and new” series from the author.—
Phyllis Wendorf 

Where Are You Hiding, God?
Elizabeth Zartl. Westminster John Knox Press, 
2017. 24p. $12. Paperback. ISBN: 9780664263522. 
www.wjkbooks.com [E] God—Omnipresence—
Juvenile fiction.

Where are you hiding God? Are 
you in my dresser, in the bathroom, 
in the garden? This is the question 
a little girl asks as she looks for 
God. She finds that God is in the 
leaf that floats down from a tree, in 
the wind that blew the leaf down 
and the mirror in her room. God is 
everywhere and inside her.

Children will love the bright and 
colorful illustrations that accompany 
the little girl’s search for God. This 
is a good book for preschool age 
children.—Phyllis Wendorf

UNT to house CSLA archives
With the closure of the Church and Synagogue Library Association, many 

members have been concerned about the potential loss of fifty years of 
association history and publications. The Board is delighted to announce that 
the University of North Texas has agreed to house the association archives. 
Members who attended the 2015 conference at UNT’s Denton, Texas, campus 
will recall the excellent faculty and facilities of this institution. Many thanks go 
to Ralph Hartsock, CSLA Second Vice President, for his work in securing this 
archival venue.

The archives will include selected photographs of conferences, lists of officers, 
copies of the CSLA guides and bibliographies, a history of the association, 
and similar documents. Electronic copies of the CSLA journal, Congregational 
Libraries Today, and its predecessor, Church and Synagogue Libraries, which 
are being digitized by Hannah Tarver, Supervisor, Digital Projects, will also be 
included. Public access to these archives will not be immediate due to the time it 
will take to select, scan, organize and catalog the material.

Board members are grateful to the Research Collections Library of the 
University of North Texas and to Morgan Gieringer, head of UNT’s Special 
Collections, for preserving the history of an organization that was of great value 
to faith-based libraries for half a century.

http://cslainfo.org
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