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Our return to the Oregon Trail began with some wonderful tours, 
starting with Powell’s Books, which seemed more like a library 
than a bookstore, and continued into the afternoon with visits to 

Congregation Neveh Shalom, Trinity Episcopal Cathedral, and St. Andrews 
Presbyterian Church. 

Outstanding authors and speakers such as Kathi Macias and Rabbi David 
Zaslow shared their insights, and attendees found great bargains at the silent 
auction. More tours, including a breathtaking cruise through the Columbia 
River Gorge, was the icing on the scrumptious cake of this conference.

Missed the conference or simply want to see what one workshop covered while 
you attended another? Look over the Workshop Recap, beginning on page 3, 
to see an overview of these continuing education opportunities. Many of the 
workshops have CSLA Guides associated with them, so go to the website at 
CLSAinfo.org to learn more about these topics.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

CHERYL CUTCHIN
PRESIDENT, CSLA

47th annual 
conference 
over and next 
year’s already 
in the works, 
awards 
announced, 
the resources 
that CSLA has 
to help you. 
Read on… 

CSLA can help you when your mind goes blank!
It is hard to believe that the Church and 

Synagogue Library Association has completed 
its 47th Annual Conference and is well into 
planning the 48th conference in the Dallas, Texas, 
area in 2015. If you would like to be involved 
in the planning or participate as a workshop 
leader, please 
contact CSLA 
Administrator 
Judy Janzen and 
she will get you 
connected with 
the conference 
chairs. 

As we continue 
2014 with new 
officers installed 
and several 
new committee 
chairs, I hope 
you not only will 
offer them your 
support, but also 
will give your 
suggestions to 
make CSLA even better and more meaningful to 
its members.

Congratulations to the Outstanding 
Congregational Librarian award winner, Ruth 
White, from St. Stephen’s Church in Sewickley, 
Pennsylvania, and to this year’s Rodda Award 
winner, Sally Lloyd-Jones, for her children’s book 

Thoughts to Make Your Heart Sing. 
The annual conference activities led me to 

think about what member benefits are available 
from CSLA if you cannot attend a conference. 
The answer actually came rather quickly as 
there are resources I use constantly in my 

congregational 
library work.

The wealth 
of knowledge 
available through 
CSLA is actually 
astonishing when 
you consider 
what you can gain 
through your 
membership. Yes, 
you make lifelong 
friends and have 
knowledgeable 
colleagues who 
can answer your 
questions. But you 
can also find many 

resources available 
on the CSLA website and guides available for 
purchase that are specific to the needs of a 
congregational librarian. If you haven’t reviewed 
the available guides lately go to the website at 
www.cslainfo.org and click the Publications 
tab. Two of my favorite guides are Cataloging 

>> article continues on page 3

This is the team that will lead CLSA for 2014-15. From 
left to right are Cheryl Cutchin, Maria Isabel Garcia, 
Evelyn Pockrass, Alice Campbell, Dottie Lewis, Jeri 
Baker, Carol Campbell, Debbie Scott, Ralph Hartsock, 
and Marcia Trauernicht. See a complete list of officers, 
committee chairs and staff on page 35.  

President’s Message: CSLA can help you when your mind goes blank!
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From technology to bibliographies,
workshops provide participants with valuable information 

President’s message— << article continued from page 2

and Classification by Susan Snyder 
and Subject Headings in the Library 
Catalog by Dorothy Lewis. Even 
though the congregational library 
catalog may be automated, there are 
some titles that still require original 
cataloging. New guides are frequently 
written and others are being updated, 
so don’t miss the latest. 

 Have you ever had your mind just 
go blank when you are looking for 
ideas for special days for your library 
and thinking what can be done to 
publicize the library? The calendar 
posted on the CSLA website under 
Resources is the place you want to go. 
Just when you think you have run out 
of ideas you can click on the calendar 

for links to the sponsors for most of 
the special event days or weeks. What 
a gem of a resource. 

The value of the book reviews 
published in Congregational Libraries 
Today and then posted to the CSLA 
website are just what are needed when 
looking for new additions to the 
collection. Although the budget isn’t 
large, I know I can always depend on 
the reviews to be accurate and timely 
so that the funds are wisely spent. 
Thank you Monica Tenney and your 
review committee.

As I reflect on my time as your 
President this year, I realize I have 
received far more than I have 
given. I always have the wonderful 

resources of CSLA, but I have a new 
appreciation of the CSLA spirit of 
helping and giving of oneself to 
help others succeed. The success of 
the organization is built upon the 
willingness of others to give a little 
extra of themselves. We all benefit 
when together we give a little. This 
year I have personally been the 
recipient of many people giving of 
themselves, and that has made my 
tenure as your president a fulfilling 
and gratifying experience. 

As I continue as your president, I 
hope you will continue your support 
of congregational libraries through 
the CSLA spirit of giving.

Conference attendees enjoyed a slate 
of informative workshops that ranged 
from technology issues to library 
organization to bibliographies. Here 
are summaries of the offerings.

Scott Dutkiewicz was a busy man 
at the conference, presenting three 
workshops, each on a specific aspect 
of cataloging. Scott is a cataloger 
for Clemson University Libraries, 
Clemson, South Carolina.

“Sound and Video Recording in a 
Hybrid Environment” may appear 
to be an esoteric title for a workshop, 
but in Scott Dutkiewicz’s capable 
hands it became an informative and 
interactive session on cataloging 
sound and video recordings under the 
Resource Description Access 
protocol. Implemented by the Library 
of Congress in 2013, RDA does not 
replace the Anglo-American 
Cataloging Rules, Second Edition, 

(AACR2) that defined cataloging for 
several decades; rather it is an 
expanded method of cataloging (not 
classification) in the 21st century 
applicable both to print and non-print 
materials. Scott used the Prince 
Caspian videodisc as an example to 
demonstrate that data entered by 
RDA catalogers is more specific. Some 
examples: RDA has “access points” 
whereas AACR2 has “headings”; RDA 

IMG 3367 Crop and enhance color as needed.
Caption: New ideas didn’t stop at the workshop 
door. Scott Dutkiewicz, Cheryl Smith, Glenda 
Strombom, Heidi Rockett and Jennifer Knight 
(left to right) continue the information exchange 
over lunch.

New ideas didn’t stop at the workshop door. Scott Dutkiewicz, Cheryl Smith, Glenda Strombom, Heidi 
Rockett and Jennifer Knight (left to right) continue the information exchange over lunch.

>> article continues on page 4

From technology to bibliographies, workshops provide 
participants with valuable information
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avoids abbreviations; RDA explains 
the relationships between the creators 
and the works in much finer detail 
than AACR2. Most catalogs today are 
hybrids, that is, they keep the catalog 
records created using AACR2 but 
include new records created with 
RDA. EP

In “‘Treasures’ for Your Catalog: 
LCGFT and FAST,” Scott explained 
that Library of Congress Subject 
Headings, which originally were 
headings limited to the topic, 
geography, and chronology covered 
in a work, expanded to include 
form (what a work is, such as a 
periodical) and genre (what a work’s 
characteristics are, such as a fantasy 
film). The problem was that the same 
term could be used both as a topical 
subject heading and as a form or 
genre heading. For instance, “fantasy 
films” could be a work about making 
fantasy films, or it could be a work 
that is a fantasy film. LC and OCLC 
have been addressing this confusion 
with the Library of Congress Genre/
Form Thesaurus (LCGFT) and 
OCLC’s Faceted Application of 
Subject Terminology (FAST). SCS

“Applying RDA Standards in 
Congregational Libraries: History, 
Highlights and Hip Tips!” Sarah 

Meghan Harper, Associate Professor 
in the School of Library Science, Kent 
State University, and Scott Dutkiewicz 
showed how to apply the new RDA 
cataloging standards to get the most 
out of our online catalogs. SCS

Digital 
Repositories of 
Religious History: 
Structure, Method 
and Content.” 
In this workshop, 
Ralph Hartsock, 
University of North 
Texas, presented 
a general overview of digital 
repositories. A digital repository is an 
online platform that stores, preserves 
and provides access to digital content, 
such as photographs, manuscripts, 
videos, etc. There are specific formats 
and standards associated with the 
digitization of an item and the 
creation of its metadata (cataloging 
data) in preparation for submission 
to a repository. Ralph then proceeded 
to review and demonstrate a number 
of repositories that contain materials 
relating to religious history. A few 
examples of repositories from the 
listing provided by Hartsock are: 
American Memory (Library of 
Congress), Digital Public Library of 
America and The Portal to Texas 

History. For smaller organizations, 
like individual congregations, 
submitting their digital collections 
to a larger institution, such as a state 
government unit, university or grant-
funded initiative, is the most practical 
and cost-effective route to take for 
preserving congregational history. 
SCS

“Share Your 
Story with the 
World.” Thinking 
about sharing 
your faith and 
your knowledge of 
library resources 
with a broader 
audience? A wealth 

of information and practical advice 
on the creation and maintenance of 
a blog and the utilization of social 
media to publicize it was presented 
by Sharon Ely Pearson, Church 
Publishing Incorporated. She 
emphasized the need to determine 
the focus of your blog and how to 
tell your “story”—the reason for your 
blog. Detailed tips on how to attract 
a reader’s interest, how to make the 
blog visually attractive, how to keep 
it interesting and yes, how to create it 
in the first place, were given. A mini-
session on using Pinterest concluded 

Ralph 
Hartsock

Sharon Ely 
Pearson

>> article continues on page 5

Mary Lou Henneman presented the workshop “Congregational Library Materials for Teens and Young Adults.” 

Workshops provide valuable information—  << article continued from page 3
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the workshop. To see her own blog, 
go to http://www.rowsofsharon.
com. This brief paragraph does not 
do justice to Pearson’s excellent 
workshop—an entire article is 
needed! MT

Note: The editors agree. Sharon 
has given us permission to use her 
excellent handouts on blogs and 
blogging in this issue’s “Tech Talk” 
column.

“Dewey Decimal 
Classifications: 
3 most recent 
editions with 
a focus on the 
200s,” led by the 
very knowledgeable 
Susan Snyder, 
enhanced our 

appreciation of the 
200s and of the Dewey classifications 
in general. Susan distributed helpful 
handouts and presented an overview 
of why and how we classify books, 
comparing changes from the 13th - 
15th abridged (21st-23rd unabridged) 
editions as well as the updated 
separate volume on Religion titles 
in the 200 classification. The 200s 
now include more quantitative 
and qualitative information for 
Christianity, Judaism and other 
religions. It is possible that there 
can be more than one appropriate 
classification number for a given title. 
For instance, a book on marriage 
could be assigned a number for 

ethics, a religion’s rituals, sociology, 
or customs. It is up to each librarian 
to decide which classification would 
work best for one’s own congregation’s 
patrons. We discussed when it is 
appropriate to update a classification, 
when to use one or more numbers 
after the decimal point, and also 
shared experiences of classifying titles 
in our respective libraries. EP

“OPALS,” presented by Harry 
Chan, owner of Media Flex, Inc. 
OPALS (OPen-source Automated 
Library System) is a web-based 
program which provides Internet 

access to library collections (for 
example, Library of Congress) and 
information databases. Libraries 
of any size can use OPALS, and 
Internet access is all that is needed 
to implement this powerful system. 
Annual cost is based on the number 

of records hosted by the system 
and the number of people in the 
community served. Some members of 
CSLA whose congregational libraries 
and resource centers use OPALS are 
Cheryl Cutchin, Laura Dallas, Naomi 
Kauffman, Pat Shufeldt, Marjorie 
Smink and Susan Sponaas. MS

Ellen Bosman’s presentation, “The 
Future of Church Libraries,” 
highlighted the fact that, while a 
congregational library’s purpose 
may not have changed, the way it 
supports that purpose must change to 
remain useful and relevant. Libraries 

must embrace the 
new technologies, 
repurpose their 
space, diversify 
their collections, 
determine what they 
have that is unique 
and move beyond 
their congregations 
to find new users. 
PS

Reporting on 
the workshop 
summaries and guide 
and bibliography 
workshops (page 6) 

are: DD - Dawn Domans, EP – Evelyn 
Pockrass, MLH - Mary Lou Henneman, 
MS – Marjorie Smink, MT – Marcia 
Trauernicht, PS – Pat Shufeldt, SS – Susan 
Snyder, SCS – Susan Sponaas (from 
information supplied by presenters).

Resources Manual 
for Congregational 
Libraries 
Annotated bibliography 
by Ellen Bosman. A new 
approach to resources for 
congregational libraries. 
Divided into two major 
sections: tools for librarians 
and enrichment resources 
for library patrons. 50pp 
$14/$16 +postage.

G
U

ID
ES

Ellen Bosman gave two workshops plus the closing 
address on demand-driven acquisitions.

Susan Synder

Resources Manual for Congregational Libraries
Organizing a Library or Resource Center: Creating a Policy and Procedure Manual

Rabbi David Zaslow of 
Havurah Shir Hadash 
Synagogue in Ashland, 
Oregon, spoke at 
Wednesday evening’s 
banquet. Rabbi Zaslow’s 
effort to bridge the gap 
between Judaism and 
Christianity is evident in 
his latest book, Jesus: First-
Century Rabbi.
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Guides and bibliographies from the conference

Workshops on guides  
and bibliographies

Several excellent CLSA Guides and 
Bibliographies were presented by their 
creators, with plenty of opportunity 
for questions and input by workshop 
attendees. 

Resources Manual for 
Congregational Libraries and 
Librarians: An Annotated 
Bibliography. This well-researched 
bibliography, published by CSLA in 
2012 as an update to two previous 
bibliographies, is a sampling of 
380 print and electronic resources 
representing Protestant, Catholic and 
Jewish faiths. Ellen Bosman, author 
and workshop leader, described her 
compilation procedure, selection 
criteria, and organization protocol. 
Features include recommended 
author lists, meta-sites, and expanded 
coverage such as awards, library 
associations, reviewing resources, 
atlases and encyclopedias, periodicals, 
and business and finance sources. 
Multiple subject headings are 
provided for each entry. MS

Mary Lou 
Henneman 
presented a 
workshop 
based upon her 
bibliography, 
Congregational 
Library Materials 
for Teens and 
Young Adults.  
She included Christian materials, 
Jewish materials, and interfaith 
materials, including nonfiction and 
fiction books and DVDs.  Those 
interested in more information were 
referred to her longer bibliography, 
“Media for the Teen and YA Reader,” 
published by CSLA. SS

Helping Those 
Who Hurt: an 
Annotated 
Bibliography. 
This excellent 
bibliography, 
published by 
CSLA in 2013, 
serves teens 
and children. 
Sarah Meghan 
Harper, Associate 
Professor at Kent 
State University, 
compiled print, 
non-print 
and online 
congregational library resources 
which touch the heart and engage 
multiple senses. Selection guides 
to the materials included currency, 
appropriateness, use potential 
and special features. Employed 
for discussion, instruction and 
bibliotherapy, these resources 
facilitate understanding and 
knowledge for parents and caregivers 
and help children deal with their grief 
as well as develop empathy for others. 
MS

Organizing a 
Congregational 
Library or 
Resource Center 
Presenters: Glenda 
Strombom and 
Carol Campbell. 
It is easy to 
summarize this 
workshop based on 
their 2010 CSLA 
guide: unless you plan never to die 
or move from your congregational 
library or resource center, write 
everything down clearly and keep the 
information compiled in a safe place. 
Some of the main points Glenda 
presented were to write instructions 
clearly for volunteers on topics such 

as how to check out materials, how 
to shelve and catalog books, and 
how to use a computer program for 
processing materials in the library. 

She also discussed how to keep a 
record of what was purchased, who 
paid for the materials and how much 
was paid (an accession list). Glenda 
showed her large three-ring binder 
containing materials organized in 
clearly labeled sections that included 
such things as promotional ideas, 
types of signage used in the library 
and much more. 

Carol Campbell presented her own 
procedure manual with just the basics 
that members of her congregation 
could use to clearly understand the 
various tasks they could perform 
in the library. Both emphasized the 
importance of a mission statement for 
congregational libraries. MLH

Monica Tenney presented a 
wonderful and informative session 
on “The Lord’s Prayer,” including a 
bibliography of current studies on the 
prayer. She included comments on 
many of the items as well as a copy of 
some. Each of us went home with one 
of the reference copies. DD 

Mary Lou 
Henneman

Monica Tenney (left) and Meghan Harper enjoy 
dinner after a busy day of presentations.

Glenda 
Strombom 
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Helping Those Who Hurt
S. Meghan Harper. An annotated bibliography of  
print, non-print, and online resources divided into 
elementary and teenage groups. Designed for 
those working with children in congregational and 
pastoral care settings. Carefully selected for the 
potential of  facilitating discussion between and 
among children and adults. $12/$14 +postage. 

G
U

ID
ES

Kaiya Goldhammer with 
the youngest person at the 
conference.

Friday’s excursion included 
an unscheduled stop to visit 
beautiful Multnomah Falls.

Scrolls on display at Neveh 
Shalom.

Kathi Macias, 
award 
winning 
author, 
opened the 
conference 
with an 
outstanding 
keynote 
address.

Kiddiebags, a children’s 
programming initiative, was 
one of several roundtables.

Suzanne Woods Fisher, author of numerous 
fiction and nonfiction books on the Amish, 
spoke Thursday night about this fascinating 
denomination and its people.
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Ruth White
CSLA honors outstanding congregational librarian

Congratulations to Ruth 
White of St. Stephen’s 
Church in Sewickley, 
Pennsylvania, who received 
the CSLA Outstanding 
Congregational Librarian 
award for 2014.

Ruth transformed 
an upper room of her 
church into a beautiful 
and functional library. 
She has an organized staff of volunteers who 
help maintain the children’s section, monthly 

book discussions, and resources 
for teachers, students and lay 
persons. 

Those attending the conference 
were able to view all the many 
activities of the library on a DVD 
presentation. 

For more about Ruth’s work, 
click on this link to read an 
excellent article in TribLive, a 

newspaper covering western Pennsylvania.

Ruth White

Sally Lloyd-Jones receives Rodda Award
The Rodda Book Award celebrates books that exemplify strong 

spiritual values and literary excellence. The book chosen for 2014 is 
Thoughts to Make Your Heart Sing, by Sally Lloyd-Jones (ZonderKidz, 
c2012). This book of children’s devotions shares spiritual truths from 
the Bible told in a conversational tone to turn the reader’s eyes toward 
the God who loves them. The brief but profound entries are stunningly 
illustrated by Jago. Lloyd-Jones accepted the award with a speech 
delivered via DVD. The speech was recorded in London.

St. Stephen’s Church Library

Sally Lloyd-Jones

CSLA honors outstanding 
congregational librarian
Sally Lloyd-Jones receives Rhodda Award

This meeting of Presbyterian librarians was one of three denominational roundtables.
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Calling For Nominations
 

2015 Rodda Award
The Rodda Award was established in 2005 to honor 

Dorothy Rodda Sargent, CSLA’s first Executive Secretary.

Nominations for an adult book 
must include strong spiritual 
values, exemplify literary 
excellence, and contain strong 
spiritual content. Nominations can 
be fiction, non-fiction or poetry. 
Adult books with copyrights 2012, 
2013, 2014 are eligible.

Nominations should  
be submitted  
by Nov. 15, 2014, to:

Rodda Committee
c/o Judy Janzen
10157 SW Barbur Blvd., 102-C
Portland, OR 97219
Or email to
csla@worldaccessnet.com

Please include the following 
nomination information:
• Title of book
• Author’s full name
• Publisher, publication date, 

ISBN
• Provide brief explanation of 

your choice
• Provide your name, address, 

phone number
• Provide e-mail and CSLA 

chapter (if applicable)

Calling For Nomination for the 2015 Rodda Award

John Avery and Gordon Grose 
present their books at the 
authors’ table.

Preconference tour of Powell’s Books

Trinity Episcopal Cathedral has 
three libraries in addition to a 
well-stocked bookstore. The 
children’s library is shown here.
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Obviously not all of our members 
can attend a national conference, 

but don’t feel you cannot become 
more active in CSLA or reap the ben-
efits of getting to know and work with 
other CSLA members. The structure 
of our organization is perfect for 
finding your niche and also tapping 
the strengths of our members to con-
tinue the legacy and spirit of CSLA. 
Without members who are willing to 
accept leadership positions as officers 

and committee chairs, our organiza-
tion will cease to exist.

CSLA has four elected officers, 
President, First Vice President/Presi-
dent Elect, Second Vice President/
Membership, and Treasurer. These 
positions and the immediate Past 
President and Chapters Coordinator 
comprise the Executive Committee. 
The executive Committee and the 
Standing Committee Chairs make up 
the voting board of CSLA.

CSLA has a number of committees 
that are vital to the success of the 
organization and support of congre-
gational librarians. Each committee 
has a chair and several committee 

members. Some of the committees are 
active throughout the year while oth-
ers such as the Awards Committee are 
very active in the months prior to the 
conference. What do these commit-
tees do? Read on to find out more.

Awards Committee: Recommends a 
recipient for an award in each category 
that is authorized by the Board. 
Members read award nominations 
and vote for recipients for awards. 
Rodda Book Award Committee is a 

subcommittee 
of the Awards 
Committee. 
Members read 
nominated 
books and 
vote for 
the award 
recipient.

Chapters Committee: Responsible 
for the development of the 
chapters, assisting chapters in their 
organization and other matters as 
needed.

Conference Planning 
Committee: Makes and carries out 
the arrangements for the annual 
conference under the supervision 
of the General Chair. A conference 
requires several committees under 
the General Chair to be active at one 
time.

Continuing Education 
Committee: Identifies the 
educational needs of congregational 
librarians and suggests ways to 

fulfill them. Provides a class for new 
librarians at the annual conference 
and administers a correspondence 
course throughout the year.

Finance Committee: Responsible 
for recommending financial policies 
to the Board and for preparing a 
proposed annual budget. Leads 
annual review of financial records.

Fundraising Committee: 
Responsible for initiating and 
supervising short and long term 
projects for raising funds for the 
Association.

Personnel Committee: Handles 
all staff matters including hiring, 
evaluations, and job descriptions 
and reports its recommendations 
to the board. Committee members 
are determined by designated Board 
positions.

Publications Committee: Works 
with editor to publish Congregational 
Libraries Today and publishes CSLA 
guides and bibliographies on various 
library topics of interest. 

Technology Committee: 
Maintains CSLA website and social 
networking sites in compliance with 
CSLA technology guidelines.

As you can see, there are many 
opportunities to be an active part of 
CSLA. Thanks to technology, a great 
deal of committee work and meetings 
can be conducted without the expense 
of extensive travel. 

A Guide to Finding Your 

PERFECTFIT

CSLA structure: A Guide to Finding Your PerfectFit

If you are interested or have questions about a specific area, contact  
CSLA Administrator Judy Janzen at 1-800-LIB-CSLA (1-800-542-2752).
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Doing Dewey: Dewey classification 
numbers for music materials

DOING 
DEWEY: 

DEWEY 
CLASSIFICATION 

NUMBERS  
FOR MUSIC 
MATERIALS

BY SUSAN SYNDER
ssnyder44147@gmail.com

Music is important in 
the worship services 

and congregational life of many 
faith groups. Consequently, many 
congregational libraries will include 
music materials. The numbers 
for music in the Dewey Decimal 
classification apply equally to sound 
recordings, printed music, and books 
about music.  

Because of their small size, most 
libraries will probably want to shelve 
sound recordings separately from 
printed materials. If desired, the 
Dewey Decimal classification may be 
used to organize music recordings 
within a separate section of the 
collection.  

The classification numbers for music 
have changed little between the 13th 
abridged edition (1997, based on the 
21st unabridged edition), the 14th 
abridged edition (2004, based on the 
22nd unabridged edition), and the 
15th abridged edition (2012, based on 
the 23rd unabridged edition).

When classifying a book about 
music, a book of music, or a sound 
recording, the first question to ask is 
what voice, instrument, or group is 
making the music.  

Mixed vocal and instrumental music 
is classified with the generalities 
of music in the 780s and 781s.  
For example, mixed vocal and 
instrumental folk music is classified 
in 781.62, and mixed vocal and 
instrumental sacred music is classified 
in 781.7. Specifically, mixed vocal and 
instrumental Christian sacred music 
is classified in 781.71, and mixed 
vocal and instrumental Jewish sacred 
music is classified in 781.76.

Vocal music, accompanied or 
unaccompanied, is classified in 
the 782s. 782.1 stands for musical 
drama, including operas, operettas, 
and musicals.  782.2 is used for non-
dramatic vocal forms, including 
hymns, sacred songs, Christmas 
carols, chants, cantatas, and oratorios.  
782.3 stands for liturgical and ritual 

vocal music, including the mass.  
782.4 is used for secular vocal music, 
including children’s songs. 783 
stands for music for solo voices and 
music with one voice per part, such 
as vocal duets, trios, and quartets.  
For example, a barbershop quartet, 
with one voice singing first tenor, 
one voice singing second tenor, one 
voice singing baritone, and one voice 
singing bass, would be classified in 
783.

784 stands for instrumental music 
in general, and 784.2 for orchestral 
music.  785 indicates chamber music 
and other ensembles with only 
one instrument per part. Pianos 
and piano music are classified in 
786.2. Organs and organ music are 
classified in 786.5. Bells, carillons, 
chimes, etc. are classified in 786.8.  
Stringed instruments and their 
music are classified in 787, and wind 
instruments and their music are 
classified in 788. 



Tech Talk

Share your story 
with the world

At the recent annual conference, 

SHARON ELY PEARSON, editor and 

Christian Formation Specialist with 

Church Publishing Incorporated, 

presented a social media workshop. 

Her handouts on blogging 

contained such good information 

that Congregational Libraries Today 

obtained permission to use these 

handouts in place of the normal Tech 

Talk column. Enjoy!

15 TIPS FOR BLOGGING

1. Post often.
2. Use catchy post titles.
3. Ask open-ended questions.
4. Comment on other blogs – 

often. 
5. Use Twitter.
6. Use Facebook.
7. Provide an RSS feed or email 

option to subscribe. 
8. Use images.
9. Use keywords. 
10. Create an “About Page.”
11. Link to other posts and blogs.
12. Use widgets.
13. Decide what your mission is. 

Stick to it. 
14. Use Analytics.
15. Keep it short. (500 words or less)

BLOGGING 
WEBSITES

1. Blogger 
www.Blogger.com 

2. WordPress 
www.WordPress.com 

3. Tumblr 
www.tumblr.com 

4. TypePad 
www.typepad.com 

5. MovableType 
www.movabletype.
com 

6. Blog.com 
www.Blog.com 

7. LiveJournal 
www.livejournal.com 

8. Blogsome 
www.blogsome.com 

9. Open Diary 
www.opendiary.com 

10. Blogster 
www.blogster.com 

11. Weebly 
www.weebly.com 

12. Pinterest 
www.pinterest.com

SITES TO VISIT

1. Resource Centers for Churches http://rcc-mn.org (WordPress)
2. Building Faith www.buildfaith.org (WordPress) 
3. Rows of Sharon www.rowsofsharon.com (WordPress) 
4. Prayer Book Guild to Christian Education www.prayerbookguide.wordpress.com 

(WordPress) 
5. Building the Continuum http://buildingthecontinuum.wordpress.com (WordPress)
6. Ramblin’ Rows http://sharonelypearson.tumblr.com (Tumblr)
7. The 60-Second Sabbath http://photosbydirk.typepad.com/photos-by-dirk/ 

(Typepad)
8. Worshipping with Children http://worshipingwithchildren.blogspot.com (Blogger) 
9. Key Resources http://www.keyhallonline.org (WordPress)
10. Forma’s Pinterest Page http://www.pinterest.com/episcoforma/ (Pinterest)
11. Sharon’s Pinterest Page http://www.pinterest.com/rowsofsharonp/ (Pinterest)
12. Beyond Our Windows http://beyondourwindows.weebly.com (Weebly)

Sharon Ely Pearson ©2014 All rights reserved.
spearson@cpg.org
www.rowsofsharon.com

Tech Talk Sub: Information about blogging
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FREE IMAGES

1. Hermano Leon http://
www.cruzblanca.
org/hermanoleon/ 
(religious)

2. Dreamstime http://
www.dreamstime.com 

3. Kozzi Images http://
www.kozzi.com

4. Morgue File http://
morguefile.com

5. Free Digital Photos 
http://www.
freedigitalphotos.net 

6. FotoPedia http://www.
fotopedia.com 

7. Absolutely Free Clip 
Art http://www.
allfree-clipart.com

8. Pixabay http://pixabay.
com

9. Watton on the Web 
http://www.watton.
org/clipart/ (religious)

10. Open Clip Art http://
openclipart.org/for/
church

11. Gospel Gifs http://
www.gospelgifs.com

12. Christians Unite Free 
Clip Art http://clipart.
christiansunite.com

BOOKS:

1. Drescher, Elizabeth and Keith 
Anderson. Click 2 Save: The 
Digital Ministry Bible (New York: 
Morehouse Publishing, 2012). http://
elizabethdrescher.com 

2. Drescher, Elizabeth. Tweet If Youª 
Jesus: Practicing Church in the 
Digital Reformation (New York: 
Morehouse Publishing, 2011).

3. Gould, Meredith. The Social Media 
Gospel: Sharing the Good News 
in New Ways (Collegeville, MN: 
Liturgical Press, 2013).

4. Gould, Meredith. The Word Made 
Fresh: Communicating Church and 
Faith Today (New York: Morehouse 
Publishing, 2008). 

5. Lytle, Julie Anne. Faith Formation 
4.0: Introducing an Ecology of 
Faith in a Digital Age (New York: 
Morehouse Publishing, 2013). http://
faithformation4-0.com

6. Naughton, Jim and Rebecca Wilson. 
Speaking Faithfully: Communications 
as Evangelism in a Noisy World (New 
York: Morehouse Publishing, 2012). 
www.canticlecommunications.com 

7. Safko, Lon and David K. Brake. The 
Social Media Bible: Tactics, Tools 
& Strategies for Business Success 
(Hoboken, NJ: J. Wiley and Sons, 
1999). www.TheSocialMediaBible.
com

HELPFUL HOW-TO WEBSITES & ARTICLES

1. The Holy Geek (Randall Curtis of the Episcopal Diocese of 
Arkansas) www.theholygeek.com. http://theholygeek.com/
finding-photos-on-the-web-with-a-google-search-with-
creative-commons-licenses/ 

2. Seth’s Blog (Seth Grodin) – marketing and media http://
sethgodin.typepad.com 

3. The Next Web - Article comparing the “Top 15 Blogging Sites” 
http://thenextweb.com/apps/2013/08/16/best-blogging-
services/ 

4. Library Thing – a website to host your collection https://www.
librarything.com 

Beyond the Book: 
Enhancing Your 
Congregational 

Library with Audio-
Visual Resources, by 

Rusty Tryon. Assists 
congregational librarians 

in making audio-visual 
resources an integral part 
of their library collections. 

$10/$12.00 

G
U

ID
ES

Historical fiction author B. G. 
Brainard brings Hebrew 
scriptures to life at the 2014 
conference.
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Chapter Chatter: Delaware alley, Norhteastern Ohio, San 
Jose Bay Area, Western New York, Indiana, Virtual

Marcia Trauernicht, 
Chapters Coordinator

DELAWARE VALLEY 
The Delaware Valley Chapter had 

the privilege of being addressed by 
Dr. Hans Wuerth at the Doylestown 
Presbyterian Church on March 22 on 
the topic of “Fairy Tales and Reality.”

Dr. Wuerth served as Professor of 
German Language and Literature 
at Moravian College in Bethlehem, 
Pennsylvania for 32 years. Fairy tales, 
originally written for adults but soon 
adopted by children, have much to 
teach all ages about decency, courage, 
and goodness. Dr. Wuerth provided 
an entertaining and informative 
view of Grimm’s fairy tales and 
their application to life today. Grace 
Headman, a member of our group, 
created lovely, original artwork 
around the fairy tale theme for 
luncheon table center pieces, program 
brochure, and menus, as seen in this 
photograph. 

The workshop “Up-cycle that book” 
led by Marilla Payne was enjoyed 
by all after participants were able to 
move beyond the trauma of tearing 
up books—no matter how old and 
raggedy they had become. Envelopes 
were made from the colorful book 

pages and with the addition of 
cardstock for written messages a set of 
note cards was created. Marilla’s book 
page jewelry and other ideas were 
fabulous, but too involved for a short 
workshop session. 

Marilla Payne watching Virginia 
Webb, left, and Mary Barringer, 
right, create envelopes from book 
pages.

The “Biblical Story Telling” 
workshop was presented by the 
Greater Lansdale Biblical Storytelling 
Guild. Several members performed 
Bible stories and shared different 
storytelling techniques. Doylestown 
bookshop provided books for 
purchase on the fairy tale theme and 
others suitable for congregational 
libraries. Responses on the attendees’ 
evaluation forms showed their 
enthusiasm for the day’s program. —
by Naomi H. Kauffman

SAN JOSE BAY AREA
The discussion topic for the May 

19 meeting of the San Jose Bay Area 
Chapter centered on library funding, 
budgets and purchasing. Questions 
to be answered included: How is your 
budget set? What happens to unspent 
budget money at the end of the year? 
Do you do any fund-raising activities? 

Have you found 
creative ways 
to purchase 
new books and 
media?

Patty Grimm 
hosted the 
meeting at Valley 
Church in Cupertino. 

NORTHEASTERN OHIO
In a recent chapter newsletter, Kathy 

Fuller of the Northeastern Ohio 
Chapter wrote a brief article on the 
Digital Public Library of America, 
located at http://dp.la/. Please be 
sure to check out this initiative that 
provides access to images, documents, 
videos, sound recordings and other 
objects from libraries and historical 
societies across the nation, providing 
access to historical treasures of the 
United States.

WESTERN NEW YORK
After a year-long hiatus, the Western 

New York Chapter held its spring 
meeting on June 28, hosted by the 
library team at St. Paul Lutheran 
Church, Hilton, New York. The 
main focus of the meeting was the 
discussion on the future activities 
of the chapter, including a 25th 
anniversary celebration. Featured 
on the program was a presentation 
given by Herman Bernhardt on “The 
Great Awakenings from 1700 A.D.” 
A tour of the church and school 
followed, and the meeting concluded 
with lunch at the nearby Arlington 
Restaurant.

INDIANA 
“Libraries Beyond Our Borders” was 

the theme of the April 26 meeting of 
the Indiana Chapter. Kent Fillinger, 
Director of Partnerships, 

Fairy Tale Artwork Table Center. 
If interested in obtaining a set of 
six fairy tale illustrations, email 
ndkauffman@verizon.net. 

>>
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Christian Missionary Fellowship 
International (CMFI) and Carolyn 
Hanson, Library Coordinator, 
Connection Pointe Christian Church 
in Brownsburg, presented workshops 
“exploring the role of the book and 
libraries in developing countries.” 
Fillinger described CMFI and 
his work at CMFI, while Hanson 
shared her extensive experience as a 
volunteer for CMFI, including work 
in a school library in Nairobi, Kenya 
slums.

VIRTUAL CHAPTER
Technical problems were nearly 

non-existent for the third meeting 
of the Virtual Chapter! Susan 
Sponaas, Congregational Libraries 
Today (CLT) editor, encouraged 
the group and anyone known to 
them to recommend people to write 
articles and/or be a column author 
for Congregational Libraries Today. 
Dottie Lewis indicated that she had 

many ideas for a “Limelight” column 
and will send those along to Susan. 
Recommendations to improve 
the CLT index and access to that 
index were made, including a fuller 
description of the highlights of each 
issue.

Marcia Trauernicht described 
“storytelling” as a marketing 
technique for an organization. The 

basics: have a real story featuring 
a real person, describe specific 
examples of how your organization 
makes a difference in that person’s 
life and what more your organization 
could do (if funding gap was filled), 
AND this story should be no more 
than 2 minutes. In other words, 
make an emotional connection. How 
would this approach benefit your 
chapter? For more information on 
this technique, just search the phrase 
“storytelling for marketing nonprofits” 
on the Internet. There are many sites 
with some free tips available.

<<Chapter Chatter—

Indiana and Virtual Chapters meet at conference

Alice Campbell and Evelyn 
Pockrass receive a certificate 
presented by Chapters 
Coordinator Marcia Trauernicht 
honoring the Indiana Chapter’s 
35th anniversary. The 
presentation was made at the 
annual conference in Portland, 
Oregon.

Virtual Chapter members enjoy an opportunity to meet face-to-face 
at the annual conference.
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fresh citations: new media for your library

THREE FOR THE HOLIDAYS
The Christmas Cat
Melody Carlson.  Revell (an imprint 
of Baker), 2014 (available in Septem-
ber). 176p. $15.99, paperback. ISBN: 
978-0-8007-1966-1. Available as an 
ebook. www.revellbooks.com Fic-
tion Cats—Fiction. Christmas—Fiction. 

Garrison Brown has a problem 
or, rather, several problems. The 
thirty-four-year-old bachelor 
does not like cats. He is, in fact, 
allergic to them. This presents 
difficulties for him when his 

grandmother dies a month before Christmas. As her only 
living relative, Garrison has the responsibility of settling 
his grandmother’s estate. The elderly woman had six 
cats, and Garrison must find homes for them. His grand-
mother’s attorney gives him a lengthy list of qualifica-
tions that the prospective cat owners must meet in order 
to honor his grandmother’s final wishes.

In The Christmas Cat, Melody Carlson has endeared her-
self to cat lovers especially, but also to any reader who 
likes a well-crafted story. Carlson’s feline characters are as 
carefully developed as her human ones. And a Christmas 
story has to have a happy ending. —Beverly M. Bixler

Christmas at Rose Hill Farm: 
An Amish Love Story
Suzanne Woods Fisher. Revell (an imprint 
of Baker), 2014 (available in Septem-
ber). 240p. $15.99, paperback. ISBN: 
978-0-8007-2193-0. Available as an 
ebook. www.revellbooks.com Fic-
tion Amish—Fiction. Christmas—Fic-
tion. Love stories.

When Suzanne Woods Fisher’s 
Christmas at Rose Hill Farm 
begins, we meet Bess Riehl. At 
twelve years of age, she had at-

tended the funeral of her grandfather in Pennsylvania’s 
Amish country and planned to return afterwards to her 
home in Ohio. Bess’s grandmother persuaded her to stay 

to help the widow through her grief. Now, nearly ten 
years later, Bess will soon be married. It becomes clear 
that Bess is not as excited about her upcoming wedding 
as one would expect. The groom-to-be is Amos Lapp, 
best friend and cousin of Billy Lapp, Bess’s first love. Four 
years earlier, Billy had left without explanation after he 
and Bess had a misunderstanding.

From her grandmother, Bess learned to love roses and 
has developed Rose Hill Farm into a thriving business. 
When in the greenhouse she finds a rose that she knows 
nothing about, a call goes out for a “rose rustler” from 
the extension office at Penn State to come and identify 
it. Billy Lapp is that person. Bess’s emotional turmoil—
and Billy’s—increase with his visits to Rose Hill over the 
next few weeks. On the day before Christmas, the rose 
blooms. The mystery of the rose and other mysteries are 
soon resolved. —Beverly M. Bixler

Sadie’s Almost Marvelous Menorah
Jamie Korngold. Illustrated by Julie Fortenberry. Kar-Ben, 2013. 24p. 
$7.95, paperback. ISBN: 978-0-7613-6495-5. Available in hardcover and 
as an ebook. www.karben.com [E] Hanukkah—Juvenile fiction. Meno-
rahs—Juvenile fiction. 

Sadie loves school. One Monday morning, her class 
is excited to hear that during the week they will make 
Hanukkah menorahs, the holiday candelabras with hold-
ers for nine candles. On Tuesday, they kneaded, rolled, 
and shaped clay to form the menorahs. Wednesday was 
painting day, and Sadie diligently colored her menorah 
pink with blue squiggles. On Thursday, the children 
learned and sang the Hanukkah blessings. Friday was the 
day to take the menorahs home.

When her mother came to pick her up, Sadie eagerly 
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ran toward her while carrying the marvelous meno-
rah she worked so hard to create. Unfortunately, Sadie 
tripped, and the menorah broke into pieces. Poor Sadie 
started to cry, but a small miracle happened. The holder 
for the shamash candle, the one that lights the other 
eight candles, did not break. Sadie’s mother had an idea 
to salvage the shamash. That evening, Sadie used it to 
light the shamash candle on all four menorahs in the 
house, a family tradition repeated each year.

This is one of a series of children’s holiday books writ-
ten by Rabbi Jamie Korngold and illustrated by Julie 
Fortenberry. The Hebrew candle blessings for Hanukkah 
are transliterated and translated on the last page. Sadie’s 
Almost Marvelous Menorah will appeal to children 3-6 
years of age and is appropriate for those just learning to 
read. —Evelyn Pockrass

FAMILY MATTERS
Ordinary Miracles: Awakening 
to the Holy Work of Parenting
Rachel S. Gerber. Herald, 2014. 145p. 
$12.99, paperback. ISBN: 978-0-8361-
9857-7. Available as an ebook. www.
heraldpress.com 248.8’45 Parenting—Re-
ligious aspects—Christianity.

Rachel S. Gerber has worked 
at a variety of jobs, includ-
ing ministry in the Mennonite 
Church, but her job as a mother 
has been by far the most difficult 
and the most rewarding. Gerber 

has found that in mothering her three lively sons, in the 
midst of noisy chaos and sticky messes and her own 



18  congregational libraries today

exhaustion, that she serves God. Hers, she believes, is a 
“ministry of the hearth.”

Early in her book, Gerber retells the story of the road 
to Emmaus, when the risen Jesus walks with the two 
disciples who, for a time, do not recognize their Lord. 
Gerber weaves the story from the Gospel of Luke into 
and through her memoir of motherhood. Anyone 
who has nurtured young children will recognize the 
frustrations—the unrelenting demands, the sleep 
deprivation, the lack of quiet time or even a solitary 
moment in the bathroom, the non-stop laundry and dirt 
and pleas to “play animals with me” or “read to me.” Even 
though Gerber gets tired and cranky, raising her sweet 
boys to know and love Jesus is her calling and where she 
meets God.

Ordinary Miracles is endearing and funny. It will be a 
welcome find on church library shelves, especially for 
tired young mothers. —Monica Tenney

Grace Filled Marriage: The 
Missing Piece: The Place to 
Start
Tim Kimmel with Darcy Kimmel. Worthy, 
2013. 262p. $19.99, hardcover. ISBN: 
978-1-61795-122-0. Available as 
an ebook. www.worthypublishing.
com 248.844 Christian life. Marriage—
Religious aspects—Christianity.

The idea of grace for Christians 
is nothing new. We hear about 
the grace of God in sermons 
and sing “Amazing Grace” at 

services. Dr. Tim Kimmel and his wife Darcy Kimmel 
ask in Grace Filled Marriage why pastors and priests do 
not place more emphasis on grace when they counsel 
young couples who are preparing to marry. The Kimmels 
acknowledge that love is important in a relationship, but 
they maintain that it is grace that can take a marriage to 
a higher level. Married for four decades, they speak from 
experience about the importance of grace.

Through many examples involving a breakdown of 
communication between couples because of feelings of 
distrust, inadequacy, and lack of caring, this book pro-
vides solid advice on identifying the real problem and 
mending hurts. Tim Kimmel sums up his message as fol-
lows: “True greatness: a passionate love for Jesus Christ 
that shows itself in an unquenchable love and concern 
for each other.” Acknowledging that marriage involves 
three—the couple and Christ—allows newlyweds, peo-
ple who are preparing to marry, and partners of many 
years to experience new meaning in their relationship.

I highly recommend Grace Filled Marriage for Christian 
couples to read together or use for couples’ discussion 
groups. —Mary Lou Henneman

Praying for Boys: Asking God 
for the Things They Need Most
Brooke McGlothlin. Bethany House (an 
imprint of Baker), 2014. 189p. $12.99, pa-
perback. ISBN: 978-0-7642-1143-0. Avail-
able as an ebook. www.bethanyhouse.
com 242.6431 Mothers—Religious 
life. Intercessory prayer—Christiani-
ty. Sons—Psychology. Boys—Psychology.

If you are a Christian mom 
who thinks she is the only one 
who feels challenged by raising 
sons, then Praying for Boys is the 

book for you. Brooke McGlothlin, cofounder of the MOB 
(Mothers of Boys) society, knows from her own experi-
ence of mothering two sons what you are experiencing 
and offers support and commonsense advice.

McGlothlin’s focus is to nurture boys into becoming 
strong men of God. She finds help through the power 
of daily prayer, both with and for her boys. Each of the 
twenty-one short chapters covers topics such as obedi-
ence, overcoming fear, pride, integrity, anger, and for-
giveness. McGlothlin weaves in her own experiences as 
well as those of others and offers questions for reflection 
and discussion at the end of each chapter. An especially 
helpful feature of this book is the suggestion of specific 
Bible passages with a place to insert the name of each 
child. Check out the sections on how to lead studies at 
church or online. Highly recommended for Christian 
moms. —Mary Lou Henneman

When a Woman You Love Was 
Abused: A Husband’s Guide to 
Helping Her Overcome 
Childhood Sexual Molestation
Dawn Scott Jones. Kregel, 2012. 205p. 
$12.99, paperback. ISBN: 978-0-8254-
2975-0. Available as an ebook. www.
kregel.com 616.85 Adult child sexual 
abuse victims—Rehabilitation. Adult child 
sexual abuse victims—Family relation-
ships. Wives—Mental health. Wives—
Counseling of. Married people—Psychol-
ogy.

When children are abused, the 
emotional trauma can last long after the physical act. 
Many victims feel they are to blame and cannot process 
their mental and emotional pain. It can be difficult for 
women who experienced sexual abuse in childhood to 
have a healthy sexual relationship as an adult. How can a 
husband communicate his love without triggering pain-
ful reactions to the past?

Author Dawn Scott Jones, an ordained minister of the 
Assemblies of God, speaks from personal experience as a 
victim of sexual abuse as a child. Her book is divided into 
three parts: her personal experiences and those of others 
who have been abused, various stages of the healing 
process for victims, and guidance for husbands on how 
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to better understand and communicate with their spous-
es. Jones handles the topic of sexual abuse with sensitiv-
ity and honesty. She recognizes the heartache and offers 
guidance so victims can go beyond blaming themselves 
to find psychological and spiritual healing.

This book is an important addition to congregational 
libraries for both victims of abuse and those who love 
them. Libraries still using card pockets for circulation 
should allow patrons to check out materials on such a 
sensitive topic without placing their names on cards that 
will return to a book. —Mary Lou Henneman 

101 Tips for the Smart 
Stepmom: Expert Advice from 
One Stepmom to Another
Laura Petherbridge. Bethany House (an 
imprint of Baker), 2014. 156p. $12.99, pa-
perback. ISBN: 978-0-7642-1221-5. Avail-
able as an ebook. www.bethanyhouse.
com 248.8’431 Stepmothers. Parent-
ing—Religious aspects—Christianity. Re-
married people—Family relationships..

The Smart Stepfamily: 7 Steps 
to a Healthy Family. Rev. ed.
Ron L. Deal. Bethany House (an imprint 
of Baker), 2014. 314p. $15.99, paper-
back. ISBN: 978-0-7642-1206-2. Avail-
able as an ebook. www.bethanyhouse.
com 306.8747 Stepfamilies. Remarried 
people—Family relationships. Steppar-
ents. Parenting. Stepfamilies—Psycho-
logical aspects.

Ron L. Deal and Laura 
Petherbridge together wrote The 
Smart Stepmom (Bethany House, 
2009); now each author presents 

a new guide for members of blended families. Deal offers 
a revised and expanded edition of The Smart Stepfamily, 
which appeared in its original edition in 2002. Deal, a 
marriage and family therapist and founder of Smart 
Stepfamilies, provides a comprehensive guide for anyone 
who is part of a stepfamily. The new edition omits earlier 
material for laypeople wishing to begin stepfamily 
groups in their churches; Deal happily acknowledges 
that pastors now commonly respond to this need. 
Instead, there is more expansive information on life in a 
stepfamily.

Also in this edition, Deal provides more material on the 
pain of loss that all stepfamilies, by definition, face. (Deal 
explains that the sudden death in 2009 of his twelve-
year-old son made him realize the need for addressing 
loss and grief ).

Deal provides an impressive amount of information 

and guidance, aimed throughout at giving readers, 
by examining in detail the seven essential steps, a 
clear picture of how successful stepfamilies work. His 
book is strengthened by biblical references and other 
quotations, lists and boxed extras, questions for couples 
to answer, and questions for discussion.

Where The Smart Stepfamily is a thorough and ex-
tended course in having a healthy stepfamily, 101 Tips 
for the Smart Stepmom can serve as a quick pep-talk 
for stepmothers. Petherbridge, a stepmother for more 
than twenty-eight years, provides practical and often 
light-hearted suggestions for women in this challenging 
role. She groups the tips thematically into chapters that 
address such topics as holidays and weddings, dealing 
with “the ex-wife-in-law,” the stepchild’s perspective, 
educating family and friends, and husbands getting 
“stuck in the middle.” Each chapter ends with a prayer. 
Petherbridge writes with humor and understanding: 
tips include “You Can’t Fix Crazy,” “Guard Your Heart,” and 
“Learn What Hill to Die On.” Pretheridge quotes scripture 
and such figures as Eleanor Roosevelt, Erma Bombeck, 
and Bill Cosby.

Both books are aimed at Christians and will be welcome 
additions to church libraries. —Monica Tenney

Recipe for Joy
Robin Davis. Loyola, 2014. 149p. $13.95, paperback. ISBN: 978-08294-
3795-9. Available as an ebook. www.loyolapress.com 248.8’431 Step-
mothers—Religious aspects—Christianity—Anecdotes. Motherhood—
Religious aspects—Christianity—Anecdotes. Christian women—Reli-
gious life—Anecdotes. Families—Religious life—Christianity.

As a single woman, Robin Davis was married to her 
job. Working as a restaurant critic for the San Francisco 
Chronicle combined her two passions—writing and 
food. She was determined never to marry, never to 
move back to Ohio, and never to belong to organized 
religion. In Recipe for Joy, Davis tells of the searching and 
spiritual growth that took her home, into marriage and 
parenthood, and into life as a devout Catholic.

Davis’s book is laid out as a generous meal: first a 
toast, then appetizer, soup, salad, bread, main course, 
and dessert. (At the end of each chapter, Davis includes 
a favorite recipe.) She tells of her early years of family 
dysfunction and loss, and she shares the story of her 
husband. Ken’s first wife, Grace, died of cancer at thirty-
five, leaving three young children motherless. Davis 
became stepmother to Ben, Molly, and Sarah a few years 
later when she married Ken.

Davis and her husband share an awareness of God’s 
leading in their lives. Their faith guides them as they 
navigate marriage when one partner has been widowed 
and the other is a stepparent. 

Recipe for Joy offers comfort and nourishment for 
stepmothers and for anyone with a special interest in 
food and families. Recommend for church libraries. —
Monica Tenney
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THE BIBLE

The Epic of God: A Guide to 
Genesis
Michael Whitworth. Start2Finish, 2012. 
387p. $16.49, paperback. ISBN: 978-
0615719573. Available as an ebook or 
audiobook. www.start2finishbooks.
com 222.1107 Bible O.T. Genesis—
Commentaries.

The Derision of Heaven: A 
Guide to Daniel
Michael Whitworth. Start2Finish, 
2013. 194p. $14.99, paperback. ISBN: 
9780615744933. Available as an ebook 
or audiobook. www.start2finishbooks.
com 222.507 Bible, O.T.—Daniel—
Commentaries.

Michael Whitworth is an 
energetic preacher at Carter Lake 
Road Church of Christ in Bowie, 
Texas. His new series of books 
will help twenty-first-century 

readers understand the Bible more fully. In his studies of 
Genesis and Daniel, he examines each chapter and verse, 
discussing meanings at the time of writing as well as 
meanings for Christians today. Whitworth supports each 
statement with clear documentation and quotations 
from leading scholars. He incorporates into his text 
personal stories of his father and various lessons learned, 
all connected to the section being discussed.

In The Epic of God, the figures of Adam, Eve, Abram, 
Sarai, Jacob, Moses, and others come to life as they 
struggle to be faithful servants of God. His section on 
Noah and the ark takes the story far beyond the realm of 
an enjoyable tale for children. In The Derision of Heaven, 
Whitworth illustrates how the Old Testament book is 
more than just a story of Daniel and the lions’ den and 
the escape of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego from 
the fire.

Readers will find both books compelling. The series 
promises to be good both for new Christians and for 
seasoned students of the Bible.

Get ready to travel in time to experience the Bible in a 
powerful way. —Mary Lou Henneman

100 Stand-Alone Bible 
Studies: To Grow Healthy 
Home Groups
Penelope Wilcock. Monarch (an imprint 
of Lion Hudson) and Elevation (an im-
print of Memralife Group). Distributed by 
Kregel. 233p. $19.99, paperback. ISBN: 
978-0-85721-419-5. Available as an eb-
ook. www.kregel.com 220.07 Bible—
Study and teaching.

For leaders of Bible stud-
ies, home groups, and Sunday 
school classes, 100 Stand-Alone 

Bible Studies is a treasure. Its introduction contains no-
nonsense leadership insights. Penelope Wilcock’s obser-
vation that lesson guides often provide too much input 
prompts her use of outline style, and she sees “time and 
sensitive leadership” as keys to effective group experi-
ences.

The two-page lessons are grouped into sections 
focusing on Bible characters, Gospel themes, “Walking in 
the Light,” the church year, the life of Jesus, and the Law 

Classics Corner
The HarperCollins Bible Pronunciation Guide
William O. Walker, Jr., ed. HarperCollins, 1994. 170p. $14.99, paper-
back. ISBN: 978-0060689629. www.harpercollins.com 220.3 Bible—
Terminology—Pronunciation. Names in the Bible—Pronunciation.

How to pronounce unfamiliar terms from the 
Bible is a regular (if minor) dilemma in churches 
and synagogues. Having the HarperCollins Bible 
Pronunciation Guide on hand will help. The guide is 
divided into two sections, the first and larger one 
listing biblical terms—both proper and common 
names. The smaller second section lists terms that do 
not appear in the Bible but are important for scriptural 
study (example: Septuagint).

Each entry gives only the word and a guide to its 
pronunciation (“Jehoshaphat” followed by “ji-hosh’uh-
fat.” The pronunciation key that first appears in the 
front of the book repeats at the bottom of each two-
page spread, making it unnecessary to flip to the front 
of the book.

William O. Walker, Jr., explains in his preface that he 
and his associate editors took care not to omit any 
appropriate biblical term and to insure that their guide 
could be used with as many English translations of 
the Bible as possible. He outlines the principles they 
used in determining which pronunciation(s) to include 
when variations exist in English speech.

Every congregational library should include this 
convenient guide in its collection. Sunday school 
teachers, worship leaders, participants in Bible study 
classes, and others who read the Bible will thank you. 

—Monica Tenney

All cover images are used by permission  
of the publishers for this edition of Congregational 

Libraries Today only. 
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Index of 
Publications on the 

Web
Searching for just the right CSLA guide that 

might be helpful to you in your library ministry?  
Check www.cslainfo.org for an index using 

topics common to librarians. Topics range from 
accessioning and circulation to memorials, 

posters and weeding.
If you don’t have access to the Internet, 

try your public library for Internet access, or call Judy 
Janzen at 800-LIB-CSLA.

and the Prophets. Each begins with at least one Bible 
passage, followed by commentary, discussion questions, 
and a prayer. The intent is to provide solid content for 
a group session that also includes welcome praise and 
sharing of needs.

Most users will appreciate Wilcock’s lightly structured, 
fluid approach. The book, written and published in 
Britain, includes words and phrases that are unusual for 
American readers but add interest. Wilcock combines 
extensive Bible knowledge with practical insights that 
come from her experiences as a pastor and chaplain. Her 
works include fiction, resources for pastors, and books on 
Christian lifestyle.

Permission to photocopy is granted with the purchase 
of this book. Highly recommended for church libraries 
and as a teaching resource. —Carolyn Egolf 

FAITH AT WORK
Real Happiness at Work: 
Meditations for 
Accomplishment, 
Achievement, and Peace
Sharon Salzberg. Workman, 2014. 261p. 
$13.95, paperback. ISBN: 978-0-7611-
6899-7. Available as an ebook. www.
workman.com 650.1 Job satisfac-
tion. Quality of work life. Job enrich-
ment. Happiness—Meditations.

Whether you work in a corner 
CEO office, a cramped cubicle, 

at home in front of a computer, or in an outdoor setting, 
there are times of stress. For workers searching for a way 
to recapture a clear sense of purpose on the job and 
become a better employee (or employer), Dr. Sharon 
Salzberg demonstrates how basic yoga techniques can 
help you gain a clearer focus through meditation.

Cofounder of the Insight Meditation Society and 
a student of Buddhism, Salzberg discusses how the 
eight pillars of happiness in the workplace—balance, 
concentration, compassion, resilience, communication 
and connection, integrity, meaning, and open 
awareness—can make a good workplace even better. 
Each chapter addresses one of the basic pillars, what 
the core meditation involves, and a variety of exercises 
to fit different environments. There is a Q-and-A 
section that provides a summary. This is a good book 
for congregational libraries and for discussion groups. 
Because it is not focused on a specific religion, any group 
can use the basic principles Salzberg provides. —Mary 
Lou Henneman 

Building Below the Waterline: 
Shoring Up the Foundations of 
Leadership
Gordon MacDonald. Hendrickson, 2011. 
250p. $14.95, paperback. ISBN: 978-1-61970-
059-8. Available in hardcover and as an 
ebook. www.hendrickson.com 658 Leader-
ship—Religious aspects—Christianity. 

As a bridge is only as strong 
as the foundation below the 
waterline, so the outer life of a 
leader is only as strong as the 
inner, unseen work. On this thesis 

Gordon MacDonald’s thoughts, though directed to 
pastors, apply to leaders in church and everywhere.

MacDonald divides the twenty-four chapters into two 
sections, one for “The Inner Life of a Leader,” the other 
addressing the leader’s outer life. Each chapter opens 
with a quote, develops a theme, and concludes with 
questions for further reflection.

Among the themes are soul care, motivation, prayer, 
church growth, and church conflict. Material is well orga-
nized and worthy of outlining and highlighting. It speaks 
to both challenging and heartening aspects of ministry.

Quotes are ample, and MacDonald’s years of pastoral 
experience provide insightful illustrations. It is his candor 
and honest personal reflection, however, that place this 
resource among the best on a pastor’s bookshelf.

Three chapters deserving special study include: 
“Monday Morning Restoration,” with steps for refreshing 
the spirit; “When Things Get Ugly,” recalling Moses’s 
challenges; and “Sometimes You Just Need to Disappear,” 
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in which MacDonald urges leaving the office and 
meeting people where “real life” happens.

Community, call, and discipline are central to this vol-
ume. Pastors and other church leaders will want to read 
and re-read. Highly recommended. —Carolyn Egolf

 Mission Drift 
Peter Greer and Chris Horst. Bethany 
House (an imprint of Baker), 2014. 219p. 
$19.99, hardcover. ISBN: 978-0-7642-1101-
0. Available as an ebook. www.bethany-
house.com 267’.1 Mission of the church. 

Mission Drift should be an 
“anchor book” in church libraries. 
Peter Greer and Chris Horst 
urge churches, non-profits, 
faith-based organizations, and 
individuals to stay true to their 
mission. Greer and Horst are 

leaders of HOPE International, a Christian non-profit 
organization that assists the poor. They write about the 
cause and effect of drifting away from a true purpose 
and the hard work of returning. They write of the 
honesty of those who have recognized mission drift and 
have made the change with good results.

Readers will see the importance of mission statements 
both in the present and decades into the future. They 
will realize that the heartbeat of an organization is for its 
members to be “mission true” in word and in action. 

Mission Drift is organized well, easy to read, and 
includes plenty of bibliographical references and review 
questions. Although intended mainly for leaders of 
non-profit organizations, it will appeal to any person 
in a leadership role. It will inspire awareness of—and 
faithfulness to—mission in churches, non-profits, and 
other groups. It may even prompt, as it did for me, a 
rewriting or creation of mission statements for a library 
and a family. —Mechelle Sweeting 

College & University Chaplaincy in the 21st Century: 
A Multifaith Look at the Practice of Ministry on 
Campuses across America
Lucy A. Forster-Smith, ed. Skylight Paths, 2013. 337p. $40.00, hardcov-
er. ISBN: 978-1-59473-516-5. Available as an ebook. www.skylightpaths.
com 206.1 College chaplains. Church work with students. Universities 
and colleges—Religion. Universities and colleges—United States.

College & University Chaplaincy in the 21st Century is a 
collection of essays written by eighteen chaplains from 
institutions of higher learning. Their positions as chaplain 
(most have additional titles) are at schools across Amer-
ica, from Yale to Stanford and from Creighton University 
in Nebraska to Vassar College in New York. One term they 
all use in writing about their situations is “change.” 

A big change occurring in most colleges and 
universities in recent decades is increasing diversity 
among the student body and the faculty. Another is 
the increasingly secular culture in schools founded by 

religious denominations and even in those that still have 
a religious affiliation.

The Reverend Dr. Lucy A. Forster-Smith, chaplain 
and associate dean for religious and spiritual life at 
Macalester College in Minnesota, edits the collection. 
Many of the contributors have served as chaplains in 
more than one school.

This volume will help those currently engaged in 
chaplaincy or preparing for it and will be an eye-opener 
for individuals who experienced campus life years ago. 
Forster-Smith wrote the final essay and challenges 
institutions that prepare students for the chaplaincy “to 
develop courses that recognize the distinct challenges of 
working on college and university campuses as religious 
professionals.” —Beverly M. Bixler

DRAWING CLOSE TO GOD
Expand This Moment: Focused 
Meditations to Quiet Your Mind, 
Brighten Your Mood, & Set 
Yourself Free
John Selby with Birgitta Steiner. New World 
Library, 2011. 225p. $14.95, paperback. ISBN: 
978-1-57731-970-2. Available as 
an ebook. www.newworldlibrary.
com 204’.35 Meditation.

Identifying himself as a “post-
Christian,” John Selby is true to his 
primary message of living in the 
moment, maximizing the present 

experience, and enjoying the presumed freedom from 
worry and fear that results. These are valuable concepts 
for any reader. Other points of note in Expand This Mo-
ment are emphasis on breathing deeply, being aware of 
nature, and appreciating and caring for our bodies.

Meditation is defined as “the conscious act of shifting 
out of past-future thinking and returning your awareness 
to the present moment—which is where you live your 
life.” Readers are directed to “Focus Phrases,” each fea-
tured in one of twelve chapters. The phrases are intend-
ed to become guiding principles.

Selby’s comprehensive studies and experience, includ-
ing seminary, pastoral ministry, and research in psychol-
ogy, prompt him to speak of Jesus and the Holy Spirit, 
but he sees some Christian teaching as fear-generating, 
especially concepts of an afterlife.

New World Library reaches an audience of readers who 
seek peace and fulfillment through yoga, Zen practices, 
and other approaches. While Expand This Moment may 
not be a good fit for some church or synagogue libraries, 
there is material here that will be helpful to seekers who 
might never visit a congregational library. Selby’s twelve 
focus phrases will likely enhance one’s life regardless of 
chosen spiritual path. —Carolyn Egolf
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Close Enough to Hear God 
Breathe: The Great Story of 
Divine Intimacy
Greg Paul. Thomas Nelson, 2011. 213p. 
$15.99, paperback. ISBN: 978-1-4002-
0300-0. Available as an ebook. www.
thomasnelson.com 248.4 Spiritual life—
Christianity.

Tell your story. This recom-
mended style of faith sharing 
is well modeled as Greg Paul 
weaves his personal story, the 
stories of others, and biblical 

stories with the “Great Story.”
Close Enough to Hear God Breathe moves through five 

parts: Heart of the Matter, Creation, Fall, Redemption, 
and Consummation. Most of the fifteen chapters begin 
with scripture under titles such as “My Child,” “My 
Beloved,” and “My Pleasure.”

The book’s title suggests presence, nearness, and 
intimacy; hence, some emotional and personal stories 
may seem strong for those who prefer “just the facts.” 
Others will appreciate the refreshingly honest sharing of 
life’s difficult and tender moments from which the author 
emerges as a “wounded healer” (a concept from Henri 
Nouwen), who, having lived an experience—difficult or 
pleasant—testifies to God’s faithfulness in and through 
it.

As pastor to the Sanctuary charity in Toronto, the 
author sees daily people for whom life is hard. A 
particularly poignant chapter tells the story of Leonard, a 
child prostitute.

From Israel’s Passover lambs and Jesus the Lamb to 
stories of forgiveness and renewal in today’s world, 
readers are led to consummation, the ultimate coming 
to God’s vision for his people. One needs to stay with the 
book, as it gains significance as it progresses.

An epilogue caps the content, a notes section adds 
information, and a reader’s guide provides questions for 
thought and discussion.

Recommended for readers who like personal stories 
and for group studies. —Carolyn Egolf

Found: A Story of Questions, 
Grace, and Everyday Prayer
Micha Boyett. Worthy, 2014. 231p. $14.99, 
paperback. ISBN: 978-1-61795-216-
6. Available as an ebook. www.worthy-
publishing.com 234 Grace—Christian-
ity. Prayer life—Christianity. Families—
Religious aspects—Christianity.

Micha Boyett was raised Baptist 
in Amarillo, Texas. She married 
an Episcopalian from the East 
Coast and moved with her 
husband to San Francisco. In her 

hectic first year of motherhood, she “lost prayer.” Found 

is Boyett’s absorbing memoir of her struggle to regain 
her connection to God, with the support, solace, and 
challenge of the ancient Rule of Saint Benedict and daily 
reading from Psalms.

Boyett worked for a time as a youth minister and 
became adept at praying in public. She was troubled, 
however, at the “performance” aspect of her prayer. 
She increasingly felt that prayer should be “less about 
my words and more about the turning of my heart.” 
She retains her evangelical faith but struggles with the 
angry, punishing God she knew as a youngster. She 
strives to know a gentle, forgiving God. Soul-searching 
conversation with family and friends, brief retreats at 
Benedictine monasteries, and guidance from a spiritual 
director are part of Boyett’s experience.

The structure of Found is borrowed from the monastic 
hours and the church calendar. Boyett’s writing is both 
elegant and sprightly, and her reflections on life with her 
toddler son are a delight to read. She includes quotations 
from literature, psalms, Benedict’s Rule, and hymn texts. 

Highly recommended for church libraries. —Monica 
Tenney 

JUDAICA
Rabbi Shlomo Carlebach: Life, 
Mission, and Legacy
Natan Ophir (Offenbacher). Urim, 2014. 
Distributed by IPG. 503p. $39.95, hardcov-
er. ISBN: 978-965-524-143-3. www.ipg-
book.com 296.8’332092 or [B] Rabbis—
United States—Biography. Jewish musi-
cians—United States—Biography. Series: 
Modern Jewish Lives

Anyone who met Rabbi Shlomo 
Carlebach knew they were 
in the presence of someone 
extraordinary. Known as the 

guitar-playing rabbi, he reshaped Jewish music, created 
a unique outreach that embraced everyone regardless 
of background, and brought new life to Judaism around 
the world. Carlebach began as an emissary from Chabad 
Hasidism but morphed into a messenger of love and 
acceptance for all people. His music, with compositions 
numbering in the thousands, is sung in services across 
the breadth of the Jewish community. Often people do 
not even know that it was Carlebach who composed 
these “traditional” tunes. He reached out to hippies in 
the Haight-Ashbury and Jews in the former Soviet Union, 
brought a new spirit to Jews in Israel, and had a word of 
encouragement even for the beggar on the street. 

This is the first extended biography available in English. 
It chronicles in exquisite detail the arc of Reb Shlomo’s 
life. We hear of his concerts, when and why he composed 
certain tunes, and who accompanied him. We learn of 
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people whose lives were changed through their encoun-
ters with Carlebach. His charismatic power is evident. As 
with many leaders, there is controversy surrounding him, 
and that gets recounted in this volume as well. For some 
readers, the detail may be excessive, but I found that its 
cumulative effect gave a feel for Carlebach’s tremendous 
impact. 

This book tells an important chapter in the life of 
twentieth-century Jews. —Rabbi Louis A. Rieser

Midrash: Reading the Bible 
with Question Marks
Sandy Eisenberg Sasso. Paraclete, 2013. 
168p. $14.99, paperback. ISBN: 978-
1-61261-416-8. www.paracletepress.
com 296.1’406 Bible. O. T. Penta-
teuch—Criticism, interpretation, etc. Mi-
drash. God (Judaism.)

This small book has high hopes. 
On one level it is an introduction 
to midrash, the ancient rabbinic 
exploration of scripture. On a 
more profound level it guides us 

to see our own human struggles inside the writings of 
the sages. On a more personal level it encourages us to 
find ways to add our own reflections and wisdom to that 
of our ancestors. 

The heart of this book is ten chapters, each presenting 
a series of midrashim around a common theme: anger, 
responsibility, loving the stranger, and hope. Each 
chapter opens by briefly setting the stage for the 
classical midrashim that follow. Rabbi Sandy Eisenberg 
Sasso’s explanations connect the musings of the rabbis 
with our own experience. She closes each chapter with 
a personal reflection, which models how we might 
continue the dialogue with the sages and with scripture 
within our own lives. 

Sasso is a prolific writer of children’s books that sen-
sitively address serious spiritual issues. She brings her 
storytelling expertise to bear as she explores the writings 
of the rabbis. I recommend this book as an introduction 

to the midrash, as a text suitable for reflection, or as a 
tool for adult education.

Published in 2007 as God’s Echo: Exploring Scripture with 
the Midrash. —Rabbi Louis A. Rieser 

God of Becoming and 
Relationship: The Dynamic 
Nature of Process Theology

Bradley Shavit Artson. Jewish 
Lights, 2013. 172p. $24.99, hard-
cover. ISBN: 978-1- 
58023-713-0. Available as an ebook. www.
jewishlights.com 296.3 Process theol-
ogy. Judaism—Doctrines. 

What began as a personal quest 
to understand God in a differ-
ent way has resulted in a bold 

new presentation of Jewish theology. Rabbi Bradley 
Shavit Artson tells his story in the introduction and then 
proceeds to lay out his presentation of Jewish process 
theology. Process theology sees God and the world as 
partners bound together in the continuous, creative 
emergence of the universe. God, Artson informs us, is 
neither angry, coercive, nor punitive, but lures us into 
making good choices in co-creating the world. It is an 
appealing alternative to the stern images many of us 
grew up with. 

Drawing out and explaining the intricacies of such a 
re-envisioned theology could take volumes, so this book 
must be seen as an introduction. Artson masterfully 
touches on all of the major issues: creation, covenant, 
the presence of evil, obligation, prayer, understanding 
tragedy, retaining hope, and much more. He reminds us 
of the dominant ideas in each instance and shows how 
process thought offers a different paradigm.

This presentation is distinguished by its thoroughness. 
It is an approach that will appeal to many readers; all 
readers will find it thought provoking. Recommended. —
Rabbi Louis Rieser 
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Nicky’s Family  (DVD)
Mateg Minac and Patrik Pass. Men-
emsha Films, 2012. 90 minutes. 
$29.95, DVD. www.menemshafilms.
com 940.53 Winton, Nicolas, 1909-. Righ-
teous Gentiles in the Holocaust.

In 1988 a scrapbook surfaced 
that changed the lives of 
thousands of people. The story 
begins in 1938 when thirty-
year-old Nicolas “Nicky” Winton 
met a friend in Prague. Winton 
saw firsthand the impending 

danger and resolved to help families get their children 
to safety. For the next year, with only the most limited 
resources and often in spite of official channels, he 
arranged for children to escape. He found families in 
England to shelter nearly seven hundred children. When 
war erupted and the escape routes became impassable, 
Winton set the project aside and never spoke about it 
until fifty years later, when his wife found scrapbooks 
about the rescues. The children Winton saved had never 
known who brought them to safety. 

This moving film tells the tale of Winton’s single-handed 
efforts. Through interviews with Winton (who turned 105 
in early 2014), people he saved, and others connected 
to the rescues, along with re-enactments, the harrowing 
and remarkable story is told. 

What difference can one person make? From those 
seven hundred children, there are now over five 
thousand descendents. Inspired by Winton’s courage, 
members of “Nicky’s Family” have initiated projects of 
their own to help others in need. As the story spread, 
others around the world learned from and copied 
Winton’s example. 

This film should be required viewing for everyone. —
Rabbi Louis A. Rieser

Speaking Torah: Spiritual Teachings from around the 
Maggid’s Table. Volume 1: Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus
Arthur Green with Ebn Leader, Ariel Evan Mayse, and Or N. Rose. Jewish 
Lights, 2013. 488p. $34.99, hardcover. ISBN: 978-1-58023-668-3. Avail-
able as an ebook. www.jewishlights.com 222.106 Bible. Pentateuch—
Criticism, interpretation, etc. Hasidism. Hasidism—Biography.

These two accessible volumes introduce the early Ha-
sidic movement in a way that is not available anywhere 
else. Hasidism was founded by Rabbi Israel Baal Shem 
Tov (known as the BESH”T) but found its form around the 
table of his chief disciple, Rabbi Dov Ber of Mezritch. The 
group’s members fanned out across Ukraine, Poland, and 
Lithuania to spread the word about this new spiritual 
movement that would soon attract millions of adherents.

The core of these two volumes, which follow the weekly 
cycle of synagogue Torah reading, consists of selections 
from the writings of the various Hasidic masters who 
represent that early stage of Hasidism. The selections are 
accompanied by brief commentaries, and the selections 

are discussed and compared by the editors. Not only 
can the reader consider each individual selection, but 
he or she can also sample the variety of approaches 
represented by these spiritual masters. The Hebrew of 
each selection is appended at the end of each volume. 
An extended introductory essay provides the context 
and describes the background against which Hasidism 
appeared, the personalities of the early leaders, the 
opposition which greeted this new movement, and 
more. 

This is an invaluable resource for anyone curious about 
Hasidic teachings. —Rabbi Louis A. Rieser 

LIVING IN CHRIST
Prototype: What Happens 
When You Discover You’re 
More Like Jesus than You 
Think?
Jonathan Martin. Tyndale Momentum 
(an imprint of Tyndale House), 2013. 
235p. $15.99, paperback. Available as 
an ebook or audio CD. ISBN: 978-1-
4143-7363-8. www.tyndalemomentum.
com 248.4 Jesus Christ—Example. Spiri-
tual life—Christianity. Christian life.

“Broken and beloved” is 
Jonathan Martin’s description 

of individuals and churches. He sees Christ as the 
prototype—the model, the pattern, the best of what we 
can be—and the one who calls us to “Come up here.” 
Among themes Martin addresses in nine chapters are 
identity, the need for the wilderness, and calling. The 
epilogue challenges the church in “Letter to a Ravaged 
Bride.”

As pastor to “liars, dreamers, and misfits” at Renovatus 
Church in Charlotte, North Carolina, Martin writes 
pointedly and poignantly of lives impacted by the 
Gospel. He shares his personal experiences, the stories of 
others, and biblical examples.

Chapters on “Wounds,” “Sacraments,” and “Community,” 
deserve careful attention, and scripture underscores 
truths presented. Balanced well are the “beautiful 
and the messy” in churches—realism and gratitude, 
abundance and simplicity.

“What are we going to do now that God’s future 
is crashing into the present?” is cited as the central 
question of the Gospels.

While the text will be meaningful to individual readers, 
the value will be better realized in a group setting. 
The discussion guide is designed as a four-week study, 
though the length of chapters and depth of content 
might prompt groups to extend the study. —Carolyn 
Egolf 
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Seeking Allah, Finding Jesus: 
A Devout Muslim Encounters 
Christianity
Nabeel Qureshi. Zondervan, 2014. 
296p. $16.99, paperback. ISBN: 978-
0-310-51502-9. Available as an eb-
ook or audiobook. www.zondervan.
com 248.2’46092 Christian converts from 
Islam—Biography.

Seeking Allah, Finding Jesus is 
a powerful book chronicling 
one man’s faith journey as he 
explores his belief in God from 

his early years and as he matures. Through sincere and 
logical explorations, Nabeel Qureshi examines Christian 
teachings and compares them to the teachings of Islam. 
He describes how his parents taught him and his older 
sister about Islam by example in their study of the Quran, 
the Five Pillars of Islam, and especially by their way of 
life. Whether at home or in school, Qureshi learned the 
importance of asking questions to gain a better under-
standing of God and the scriptures.

Seeking Allah, Finding Jesus combines logical analysis 
with spiritual truths. Qureshi examines Christian doctrine 
such as the Trinity and the Resurrection, the Quran and 
other writings, thoughts about the Prophet Muhammad, 
the nature of Jesus, and the Bible. Qureshi also addresses 
his doubts and the meaning of spirituality in his life. Side-
bars and explanations of Islam are especially helpful.

I highly recommend this book for readers who are open 
to looking at their faith more deeply. The tone is always 
respectful to both religions and will challenge readers to 
continue their own faith journey through questioning 
and study. —Mary Lou Henneman

SAYING GOODBYE
Living Thoughtfully,  
Dying Well: A Doctor  
Explains How to Make  
Death a Natural Part of Life
Glen E. Miller. Herald, 2014. 170p. 
$12.99, paperback. ISBN: 978-0-8361-
9889-8. Available as an ebook. www.
heraldpress.com 362.17’5 Terminally ill—
Care. Terminally ill—Psychology. Death—
Psychological aspects.

Glen E. Miller, a retired medical 
doctor, believes that everyone 
deserves “a good death” and that 

“a good death requires planning.” Seventy-five years ago, 
death often occurred when an elderly person simply “up 
and died.” Medical interventions available now, however, 
mean that the time of dying is often prolonged and 
death comes only after family and doctors allow it. Not 
uncommonly, the elderly patient endures an extended 

period of treatment.  For eighty-five percent of elderly 
patients, Miller notes, another person will make their 
end-of-life healthcare decisions.

This is personal for Miller; he knows he will die soon. He 
has survived multiple heart attacks and other episodes 
and has congestive heart failure that will kill him.

Miller advises readers on advance directives that 
make one’s wishes known in the event of incapacity. He 
advocates regular family discussions that make one’s 
wishes clear and will enable loved ones to resist heroic 
measures by medical specialists who, in accordance with 
their training, try to persuade families to keep an elderly 
patient alive in spite of the inevitable.

Miller includes a checklist for planners, examples of 
common real-life medical dilemmas, an appendix with 
medical abbreviations and definitions, a list of suggested 
resources, and an index. 

Living Thoughtfully, Dying Well is an outstanding re-
source for congregational libraries. —Monica Tenney

Kaddish: Women’s Voices
Michal Smart, ed. Urim, 2013. Distributed 
by IPG. 272p. $27.95, hardcover. ISBN: 978-
965-524-150-1. www.urimpublications.
com/www.ipgbook.com 296.445 Kad-
dish. Jewish mourning customs. Women 
in Judaism. Feminism—Religious as-
pects—Judaism.

May God Remember:  
Memory and Memorializing 
in Judaism—Yizkor 
Lawrence A. Hoffman, ed. Jewish Lights, 
2013. 283p. $24.99, hardcover. ISBN: 978-1-
58023-689-8. Available as an ebook. www.
jewishlights.com 296.4’545  Hazkarat ne-
shamot. Kaddish. Judaism—Liturgy. Jew-
ish mourning customs.  

Jewish mourning rituals affect 
survivors for the remainder of 
their lives. We remember loved 
ones in prescribed ways dur-

ing the first year after their passing and in special ways 
thereafter. These two books focus on how these rituals 
are observed at various times during the year.

Kaddish: Women’s Voices, edited by Michal Smart and 
conceived by Barbara Ashkenas, gathers more than 
fifty short essays by women (mainly Modern Orthodox) 
about their experiences during the first year after a close 
relative has died. When a parent dies, part of the tradi-
tional observance required of men for eleven months 
is to attend services three times daily, during which the 
Kaddish (from the root meaning “holy”) prayer is recited. 
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Some Orthodox synagogues accept the participation 
of women in this ritual. The stories in Kaddish reflect the 
contributors’ experiences, both positive and negative, 
in carrying out the ritual. Some of the women endured 
poor treatment and other hardships, but saying Kaddish 
was nevertheless a great source of comfort and healing 
for all.

The volume’s layout is appealing; there are twelve chap-
ters, each beginning with a part of the Kaddish prayer 
(in Aramaic and Hebrew) and a poem in English. Kaddish 
won a 2013 National Jewish Book Award.

May God Remember deals specifically with the memo-
rial service during the High Holy Days when, as a com-
munity, congregants remember those who have died. 
This service, Yizkor (“may he remember”), occurs on Yom 
Kippur, the Day of Atonement, but there are other times 
during the year when a Yizkor service is held: at the end 
of the holidays of Sukkot, Passover, and Shavuot. At this 
service, a prayer that starts: “God full of compassion” is 
recited and in many congregations, so is the Kaddish. 
The Yizkor service at Yom Kippur usually is well attended, 
and often memorial books listing names of the departed 
are distributed. Some of the service is said to have de-
veloped in response to the 1688 Chmielnicki pogroms in 
Eastern Europe, and there are references to the Hamburg 
Temple Prayer Book of 1819 as a source for some of the 
current service components.

May God Remember is part of Rabbi Lawrence A. Hoff-
man’s Prayers of Awe series. More than thirty scholars, 
theologians, and poets have contributed to the volume. 

Both books contain glossaries and are good refer-
ences for understanding the intricacies of contemporary 
mourning practices. —Evelyn Pockrass

LITERARY CONNECTIONS
Harriet Beecher Stowe:  
A Spiritual Life
Nancy Koester. Eerdmans, 2014. 371p. 
$24.00, paperback. ISBN: 978-0-8028-
3304-4. www.eerdmans.com www.
eerdmans.com Biography Stowe, Harriet 
Beecher, 1811-1896. Women authors, 
American—19th century—Biography. Ab-
olitionists—United States—Biography. Se-
ries: Library of Religious Biography.

In Harriet Beecher Stowe: A 
Spiritual Life, Nancy Koester has 
written a fascinating biography 
of the abolitionist and author 

of Uncle Tom’s Cabin. Although those two essentials of 
Stowe’s life may be why most people remember her, she 
was much more. Stowe was a wife, mother, teacher, mu-
sician, and artist as well as a prolific writer and, to a de-
gree, an early feminist. Koester presents all these facets 
of Stowe’s life in a volume that is scholarly and extremely 

well annotated, yet written in a lively style.
Family and faith were of supreme importance to 

Stowe’s life and work. Events in the lives of some of her 
siblings, the deaths of some of her children, and her 
views on slavery were among the issues that influenced 
Stowe’s depression and other problems. Koester writes in 
her introduction: “Her struggles to free herself from New 
England Calvinism [She did eventually become an Epis-
copalian], while honoring her father and following Jesus, 
form the heart of some of her best fiction . . . .”

Over the course of her lifetime, Stowe’s spiritual quest 
changed, but it never ended and never failed to shape 
her remarkable life. —Beverly M. Bixler

The Spiritual World 
of the Hobbit
James Stuart Bell with Sam O’Neal. Beth-
any House (an imprint of Baker), 2013. 
238p. $13.99, paperback. ISBN: 978-
0-7642-1020-4. Available as an ebook 
or audiobook. www.bethanyhouse.
com 823’.912 Tolkien, J. R. R. (John Ronald 
Reuel), 1892-1973. Hobbit. Christianity in 
literature.

Fans of J. R. R. Tolkien will enjoy 
James Stuart Bell’s in-depth 
study of The Hobbit. The first 
section, entitled “Behind the 

Scenes,” examines the basics of the Faërie world and how 
Tolkien created the realm of Middle-Earth, the rules for 
magic, and the interaction of human and mythical crea-
tures. The book’s second part, “Between the Pages,” offers 
a remarkable analysis of the basic moral values of the 
main characters—Bilbo Baggins, Gandalf, Thorin, Smaug, 
the dwarves, and others—and how they function in the 
great battle of good versus evil. Scripture references from 
both the Old and New Testaments give clear meaning to 
the Christian world Tolkien has created in his writings.

The Spiritual World of the Hobbit is the perfect book 
for those who have read and love The Hobbit, and for 
those who would like to get to know it better. Bell clearly 
understands Tolkien’s magical realm and masterfully con-
veys the spiritual nature of the novel to readers. —Mary 
Lou Henneman

Faces from Dante’s Inferno: 
Who They Are, What They Say, 
and What It All Means
Peter Celano. Paraclete, 2013. 105p. 
$8.99, paperback. ISBN: 978-1-61261-421-
2. Available as an ebook. www.paraclete-
press.com 851’.1 Dante Alighieri, 1265-
1321. Inferno.

Seven centuries ago the Italian 
poet Dante Alighieri created 
his masterpiece, Commedia, 
the allegory we know as The 
Divine Comedy. In its first section, 
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Inferno, the poet Virgil escorts the author-narrator on a 
tour of hell. They begin with the first circle, occupied by 
“virtuous pagans” who never knew Christ. As Virgil and 
Dante descend, they encounter increasingly evil inmates, 
ending in the ninth circle with treacherous traitors 
(Judas Iscariot is one) who deserve the most horrendous 
punishment.

Peter Celano, an editor at Paraclete Press, offers an 
excellent primer, one that presumes no prior knowledge 
of Dante or Inferno. In thirteen easy-to-read chapters, he 
follows the downward path walked by Dante and Virgil, 
presenting notable individuals and groups among the 
condemned. For each, Celano provides clear background 
information and explanations of the significance of the 
“faces” encountered.

This slender book is a visual gem, with good-sized 
print, generous white space, illuminated initials at the 
start of chapters, and illustrations from the 19th-century 
engravings of Gustave Doré. Quotations from Inferno 
are taken from the translation by Henry Wadsworth 
Longfellow.

Faces from Dante’s Inferno provides a fine introduction 
to this religious classic that has captured imaginations 
and influenced Christian thought for centuries. —Monica 
Tenney

FOOD
Food Triggers: End Your 
Cravings, Eat Well,  
and Live Better
Rhona Epstein. Worthy, 2013. 230p. $14.99, 
paperback. ISBN: 978-1-61795-158-9. Avail-
able as an ebook. www.worthypublishing.
com 616.85’26 Compulsive eaters. Food 
habits. Eating disorders. Nutrition.

Food keeps us alive, nourishing 
our bodies and giving us strength. 
Unfortunately, all foods are not 
equal in nutrients, and many of 
us tend to make poor choices, 

bypassing good selections for less healthful foods. Rhona 
Epstein, author of Food Triggers, is a licensed psycholo-
gist, certified addiction counselor, and marriage and 
family therapist. She believes that overeating can be 
treated as an addiction. Her book is divided into three 
parts, the first discussing the chemical reactions certain 
foods cause in our bodies. She explains in clear terms 
why we crave foods such as cookies, chocolate, and ice 
cream. The second part explains the reasons we choose 
certain foods in times of sadness, anxiety, or happiness. 

The third section of Food Triggers helps readers estab-
lish a plan to take control of their eating habits. If you are 

looking for a gimmicky diet for losing twenty pounds in 
twenty days, this is not the book. Epstein allows readers 
to understand their physical and emotional addictions to 
foods in order to be in control of their lives.

Epstein includes thoughts on Christian faith with 
her stories of people who have struggled with and 
triumphed over their food addictions. —Mary Lou 
Henneman

On the Chocolate Trail: A 
Delicious Adventure 
Connecting Jews, Religions, 
History, Travel, Rituals and 
Recipes to the Magic of Cacao
Deborah R. Prinz. Jewish Lights, 
2013. 235p. $18.99, paperback. ISBN: 
978-1-58023-487-0. Available 
as an ebook. www.jewishlights.
com 641.6’374 Chocolate—His-
tory. Cocoa—History. Cacao—Religious 
aspects. Cacao—Religious aspects—Juda-
ism. Cooking (Chocolate).

Christopher Columbus found 
cacao trees in Honduras during his 1502 expedition to 
the New World; chocolate later became a popular drink 
in Europe. Rabbi Deborah Prinz has an avid interest 
in the relationship between chocolate and religion. 
After Prinz was awarded grants to pursue her study, 
she and her husband traveled to various countries “on 
the chocolate trail.” In this book, Prinz reports on her 
research, describing historical events and traditions and 
recounting amusing anecdotes.

Prinz relates that in the seventeenth century, Jews 
introduced chocolate to Bayonne, France. There, despite 
restrictions, families with ties to Amsterdam Jews were 
chocolate traders. In the Americas of the 1600s, nuns 
drank chocolate in the pews; it was rumored that a Mexi-
can bishop was poisoned because he forbade women 
to drink chocolate during Mass. Quakers were influential 
in the founding of major British chocolate companies as 
well as the Hershey company in the United States. Israelis 
love their milk chocolate and prepare a special choco-
late-flavored spread.

Prinz devotes about two-thirds of the text to Jewish 
connections and the rest to members of other religions, 
primarily Roman Catholics and Quakers.

Chocoholics will be interested in the list of chocolate 
museums and tours as well as a consumer’s guide to 
buying ethically produced chocolate. Seventeen recipes 
are included along with a glossary, index, and timeline. 
—Evelyn Pockrass
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FICTION
Shadows of the Past
Patricia Bradley. Revell (an imprint 
of Baker), 2014. 347p. $14.99, 
paperback. ISBN: 978-0-8007-2260-
9. Available as an ebook. www.
revellbooks.com  Fiction Missing 
persons—Fiction. Criminal profilers—
Fiction. Authors, American—
Fiction. Series: Logan Point

Readers who enjoy Christian 
romance and suspense will 
relish this first book in the Logan 
Point series. Taylor Martin, a 

criminal profiler and psychology professor, travels back 
to her hometown to solve the mystery of her father’s 
disappearance twenty years earlier. This cold case 
appears to be linked to more recent ones. 

As Taylor investigates, someone seems to be stalking 
her. The most likely suspect is Scott Sinclair, a drug 
addict. When she meets Scott’s brother Nick Sinclair, 
a noted mystery author, Taylor sees that the two men 
could not be more different. She cannot understand how 
Nick can defend his brother.

Taylor must face past fears and learn to rely on her faith 
as she joins with Nick to solve crimes of both recent 
and distant past. Patricia Bradley cleverly reveals her 
characters in stages as we learn how both Taylor and 
Nick have suffered losses of loved ones and need to 
depend on their faith to help them face their fears.

Look for the sequel, A Promise to Protect, as the story 
continues. —Mary Lou Henneman

What Follows After: A Novel
Dan Walsh. Revell (an imprint 
of Baker), 2013. 315p. $14.99, 
paperback. ISBN: 978-0-8007-2120-
6.  Available as an ebook. www.
revellbooks.com Fiction Kidnapping—
Fiction. United States—Social life and 
customs—1945-1970—Fiction.

Colt Harrison left his younger 
brother Timmy alone in the diner 
for only a few minutes when 
he went to the bathroom. Why 
wasn’t Timmy waiting for him 

at the table when he returned? No one knew where the 
boys were, and no one knew about their plan to run 
away because of their parents’ separation. Who was the 
strange man who lured Timmy with a pile of his favorite 
comics to follow him onto another bus? Now that all of 
Colt’s plans have come crashing down around him, he 
needs to rely on God and other people to help him find 
his missing brother.

Dan Walsh is an expert storyteller, weaving elements of 
suspense and complex family relationships. Each of the 

main characters struggles with faith questions when bad 
things happen to good people. Besides the suspenseful 
tale of the kidnapping, readers of What Follows After get a 
glimpse at life in 1962 during the Cuban missile crisis, the 
treatment of African Americans in the era of segregation, 
and the stigma of divorce that existed in many Christian 
communities. Fiction lovers will enjoy Walsh’s new 
Christian thriller. This is a good book for sparking group 
discussions. —Mary Lou Henneman

Singularity
Steven James. Revell (an imprint of Baker), 
2013. 455p. $14.99 paperback. ISBN: 978-0-
8007-3426-8. Available as an ebook. www.
revellbooks.com Fiction Magicians—
Fiction. Murder—Investigation—Fic-
tion. Friendship—Fiction. Series: The Jevin 
Banks Experience

Character Jevin Banks may be 
a master illusionist, but author 
Steven James is master of the 
suspense novel. Emilio Benigno, 
a fellow illusionist and friend, 

dies during a performance when he is buried alive 
with cobras. His death is ruled an accident, but there 
are too many questionable factors. Banks must hunt 
down the clues that lead him into the realm of scientific 
experimentation, trans-humanism, artificial intelligence, 
robots, and androids.

When is human experimentation justified? To reveal 
more would be similar to unveiling the magician’s 
secrets. James plays a strategic cat-and-mouse game as 
he uses a strong, action-packed plot and adroitly mixes 
in enough scientific background, romance, and faith 
issues to make this novel electric. To get the full impact 
of this latest novel, read Placebo, the first book of the 
Jevin Banks series. Fans of science fiction and suspense 
will not be disappointed. —Mary Lou Henneman 

No One to Trust
Lynette Eason. Revell (an imprint of Bak-
er), 2014. 330p. $14.99, paperback. ISBN: 
978-0-8007-2208-1.  Available as an eb-
ook. www.revellbooks.com Fiction Miss-
ing persons—Fiction. Murder—Investiga-
tion—Fiction. Series: Hidden Identity

Summer Abernathy seems to 
be living the ideal life married to 
Kyle, a computer programmer 
she met online. Unfortunately, 
everything falls apart when she 
is awakened at gunpoint one 

morning by two men looking for her husband, whom 
they call David. They want the laptop and flash drive they 
say he stole. Is this just a case of mistaken identity? Why 
are they threatening Summer and her family? Has Kyle, 
a.k.a. David, been lying when he said he loved her? Is he 
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the good Christian man he led Summer to believe?
Summer’s husband has kept a secret that will shock 

her and keep readers reading. In this first book of the 
Hidden Identity series, Lynette Eason plunges readers 
into a world of organized crime. She seamlessly blends 
suspense and romance and surprises readers with plot 
twists. Fans of Eason’s Women of Justice series will not be 
disappointed. —Mary Lou Henneman

In the Shadow of Jezebel:  
A Novel
Mesu Andrews. Revell (an imprint 
of Baker), 2014. 412p. $14.99, 
paperback. ISBN: 978-0-8007-2170-
1. Available as an ebook. www.
revellbooks.com Fiction Bible. Old 
Testament—History of biblical events—
Fiction. Princesses—Israel—Fiction.

A confusing and complicated 
period in Old Testament history 
forms the culture surrounding 
the characters of In the Shadow 

of Jezebel, by Mesu Andrews. Queen Athaliah lives in 
the shadow of her mother Jezebel, the epitome of evil 
and cruelty. Like her mother, the queen has raised her 
stepdaughter, Jehosheba, in the same manner. When 
King Jehoram’s health incapacitates him, Queen Athaliah 
assumes control. Her scheme is to unite the kingdoms 
of Israel and Judah with her son as king when her father 
dies. To accomplish this goal, she orchestrates the 
marriage of Jehosheba to Yahweh’s newly chosen high 
priest, Jehoida.

Jehosheba has trained to be a priestess in the temple of 
Baal, and the changes confronting her with this marriage 
are fraught with frustration and danger. Disobedience 
to Queen Athaliah is a death warrant. What kind of wife 
can “Sheba” be to Yahweh’s high priest? Will she survive? 
What will be the outcome for the two kingdoms? 

Andrews has created some interesting, strong charac-
ters in her novel. —Beverly M. Bixler 

The Pelican Bride: A Novel
Beth White. Revell (an imprint of Baker), 
2014. 365p. $14.99, paperback. ISBN: 
978-0-8007-2197-8. Available as an eb-
ook. www.revellbooks.com Fiction Mo-
bile (Ala.)—History—18th century—Fic-
tion. Women, French—Fiction. Women—
Alabama—Fiction. Series: Gulf Coast 
Chronicles

The Pelican Bride, set in 1704, is 
full of the rich history of a settle-
ment that will soon be known 
as Mobile, Alabama, and of 
Dauphin Island, called Massacre 

Island in the novel.
Sisters Genevieve and Aimee Gaillain are daughters of 

a baker. Their father, a French Huguenot, was murdered 
for his religious practices. To allow the sisters to escape 
religious persecution, a Jesuit priest smuggles them 
aboard the frigate Pelican to travel to America and begin 
new lives as mail-order brides. Upon arrival, Genevieve 
and Aimee realize that what they were promised while 
in France is not what they will get. Living conditions are 
monstrously poor, and stories of Indian attacks become 
nightmares. Genevieve just wants to make a life for 
herself and her (extremely annoying) sister in the New 
World. 

The characters of The Pelican Bride will come alive as 
readers get into their heads. Readers see demonstrated, 
in the various characters, the seven deadly sins. This 
book is a must-have for any historical fiction collection; 
few stories are written on this time period and area. —
Mechelle Sweeting

FOR OLDER CHILDREN  
& TEENAGERS 

The JGuy’s Guide: The GPS for 
Jewish Teen Guys
Joseph B. Meszler, Shulamit Reinharz, Liz 
Suneby, and Diane Heiman. Jewish Lights, 
2013. 186p. $16.99, paperback. ISBN: 978-1-
58023-721-5. Available as an ebook. www.
jewishlights.com 296.70835’1 Teenage 
boys—United States—Religious life. Jew-
ish teenagers—United States—Religious 
life. Jews—Identity—United States.

After The JGirl’s Guide was pub-
lished in 2005, many asked about 
a corresponding book for boys. 
Shulamit Reinharz, one of the au-

thors of the JGirl’s Guide, has joined with Rabbi Joseph 
Meszler, Liz Suneby, and Diane Heiman to write a book 
discussing issues confronting teenaged boys.

The JGuys Guide is more concise and interactive than 
the girl’s version and has a more attractive layout. 
Each chapter has an introduction by Meszler, fol-
lowed by the sections “Find Yourself a Friend,” “Did 
You Know?,” “Get Yourself a Teacher,” “Learn,” “What Do 
I Think?,” and “Text Connection” (with Hebrew text of 
words to remember and live by). The authors cover 
such topics as courage, friends, being oneself, parents, 
God, Torah, stress, sex, social action, and what kind of 
man the teenaged boy will become.

As an adult reader, I found the “Find Yourself A 
Friend” section, featuring quotations from a group of 
teenage boys interviewed for the book, to be most 
telling about what concerns young men and what 
their life experiences have been thus far. I showed 
this book to a high school senior, and he liked the 
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“Get Yourself a Teacher” section because it had brief 
anecdotes about historical figures and contemporary 
personalities whose names many Jewish youngsters 
will recognize.

The approach is non-judgmental and offers a diversity 
of opinions. There are notes and recommendations for 
further reading. Suggested for ages 13 and older and as 
a resource for youth groups. —Evelyn Pockrass

Candle Bible Handbook. 
Rev. ed.
Terry Jean Day and Carol J. Smith. Candle 
(an imprint of Lion Hudson), 2014. 
Distributed by Kregel. 239p. $17.99, 
paperback. ISBN: 978-1-85985-586-
7. www.lionhudson.com/www.kregel.
com 220.02 Bible—Handbooks, manuals, 
etc.—Juvenile literature.

Young people and their Sunday 
school teachers will appreciate 
the clear explanations, appealing 
illustrations, and kid-friendly 

features of Candle Bible Handbook. The authors and Tim 
Dowley, editor of the revised edition, take young readers 
through the Bible book by book, providing background, 
an outline of each book, maps, frequently asked 
questions (with answers), timelines, study questions, 
and “What to Look Out For” in each book, clueing young 

readers in to key points and events. Important events 
and concepts are addressed in text boxes of a paragraph 
or two. There is color on every page, with plenty of maps, 
drawings, and photographs; some of the latter two are 
fascinating aerial views. The chapters on the Gospels are 
especially generous with extras on the life and teachings 
of Jesus.

This book first appeared as The Baker Bible Handbook 
for Kids (Baker, 1998). In its current edition, the print is 
large and clear, its paper is glossy and high quality, and 
the binding, although softcover, appears sturdy. End 
matter includes “Big Ideas in the Bible,” “Promises in the 
Bible,” “Fifty Very Important Passages,” “Who’s Who in the 
Bible,” and an index. Recommended for children in upper 
elementary grades and higher. —Monica Tenney

Auschwitz: Voices from the 
Death Camp
James M. Deem. Enslow, 2012. 128p. 
$31.93 [$23.95 school and library price], 
hardcover. ISBN: 978-0-7660-3322-
1. Available as an ebook. www.enslow.
com 940.53’180922 Auschwitz (Concen-
tration camp)—Juvenile literature. Ho-
locaust, Jewish (1939-1945)—Jewish 
literature. Jews—Persecution—Europe—
Juvenile literature. Series: The Holocaust 
through Primary Sources

Authors of Holocaust books 
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ups. With hosting service software updates, 
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Surpass CL was designed
for volunteers and includes 
the features essential
to most congregational libraries:

• Cataloging
• Patron management
• Circulation
• Barcoding
• Inventory
• Reports
• Patron self-check
 
Surpass CL: $495

Surpass Safari CL catalog: $400

Toll-free (877) 625-2657
www.SurpassSoftware.com

NEW
FOR HOSTING!

Your members can search 
your library from smart 
phones with Surpass

Library Trek!



32  congregational libraries today

for youth tread on difficult ground in determining 
what to write about the horrific events that, even for 
adults, remain hard to believe. James M. Deem, a retired 
college professor, provides a powerful and meaningful 
description of what occurred at Auschwitz, the 
concentration camp in German-occupied Poland that 
included a death camp with gas chambers and a slave 
labor camp.

Part of Enslow’s series The Holocaust Through Primary 
Sources, this brief volume explains how and when 
Auschwitz existed (1940-1945), and, through the voices 
of ten people, gives a broad understanding of what they 
experienced. Most of the voices are of people who were 
imprisoned at Auschwitz. One of them was Primo Levi, 
a young Italian chemist who miraculously survived and 
later wrote about his experiences in fictional and non-
fictional accounts. Another was Eva Heyman, a teenager, 
who wrote that she wanted to live; Heyman died at 
Auschwitz in 1944.

The publisher recommends this series for students ages 
11 and up. Because of the nature of events described, 
Auschwitz may be more appropriate for readers a few 
years older. A timeline, chapter notes, suggestions for 
further reading, Internet links, a glossary, an index, 
photos, drawings, and a map are included in this concise 
and informative resource for students and adults. 
Recommended. —Evelyn Pockrass 

Stop Bullying  
with Mike Hall  (DVD)
Paraclete Video, 2014. 22 minutes. $59.95, 
DVD. ISBN: 978-1-61261-570-7. www.
paracletepress.com 302.34 Bullying.

Mike Hall is a motivational 
speaker for teens and an expert 
on the topic of bullying. In this 
video, he shares screen time in 
a school setting with teenagers 
who talk about bullying and 

the pain it can cause. Hall tells why bullies bully—the 
reasons include a need for attention—but explains 
that bullies in general display an inability to “walk in 
someone else’s shoes.” He recalls being bullied as a 
sixth-grader, and he tells of an incident in the eighth 
grade when he was the bully.

Hall encourages young people to realize that bullying 
says more about the bully than about the person 
the bully targets. He recommends using the “4 C’s” 
to stop bullying: remain calm (removing the desired 
response); get connected (bullies target loners); be 
confident (pretend to be confident and you will be); 
and compliment the bully (hard to do, but it surprises 
and frustrates the offender). 

Hall also suggests talking with a trusted adult to make 
him or her aware of the bullying, especially in cases 
where there are threats or physical aggression.

The video contains no overt references to religion. It is 
worthwhile viewing for teens and their families at home 
or in congregational or secular youth groups. —Monica 
Tenney

FOR YOUNG CHILDREN
Jesus
Anselm Grün. Illustrated by Guiuliano 
Ferri. Eerdmans, 2014. 26p. $16.00, 
hardcover. ISBN: 978-0-8028-5438-
4. www.eerdmans.com [E] Jesus Christ—
Juvenile literature.

Anselm Grün presents a 
wonderful selection of stories 
of the life and times of Jesus. 
Giuliano Ferri’s illustrations 
are warm and engaging, and 
translations by Laura Watkinson 

are easy to read. Children who are already familiar 
with Jesus will recognize the stories when they see the 
pictures. They can also create stories from the pictures, 
making this an ideal addition to a children’s collection. 
Recommended for grade levels 2-4. —Mechelle Sweeting

Is It Big or Is It Little?
Claudia Rueda. Eerdmans, 2013. 26p. 
$14.00, hardcover. ISBN: 978-0-8028-
5423-0. www.eerdmans.com [E] English 
language—Synonyms and antonyms—
Juvenile fiction. Cats—Juvenile 
fiction. Mice—Juvenile fiction.

In bold colors of black, orange, 
and gray on a white background, 
a mouse, a cat, and a dog are 

the only components Claudia Rueda needs to introduce 
basic concepts to young children. The simple story 
poses uncomplicated questions about big/little, deep/
shallow, light/heavy, long/short, scary/scared, and 
end/beginning. For 2 and 3-year-olds, the beginning 
concepts of opposites will suffice, but as children grow 
older, the complexity of perspective comes into play. The 
child can see that a ball of yarn may look big to a mouse 
but small to a cat, and the cat may look scary to a mouse 
but the cat is scared of the dog!

This book for nursery school children does not 
have spiritual content but is appropriate for use in 
congregational preschools. Originally published in 
Spanish and translated by Eerdmans, this brief foray into 
how we see things is filled with educational possibilities. 
Recommended. —Evelyn Pockrass
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Little Naomi, 
Little Chick
Avirama Golan. Il-
lustrated by Raaya 
Karas. Eerdmans, 
2013. 34p. $17.00, 
hardcover. ISBN: 
978-0-8028-
5427-8. www.
eerdmans.
com [E] Nursery 
schools—Juvenile 
fiction. Schools—
Juvenile fic-
tion. Chickens—

Juvenile fiction. Animals—Infancy—Juvenile 
fiction. Farm life—Juvenile fiction.

Little Naomi lives on a farm. 
When she wakes in the morning, 
Little Chick wakes, too. However, 
Little Naomi and Little Chick spend 
their days in different locations. 
Little Naomi is with her friends in 
preschool. She plays with blocks and 
dolls, builds a tower, paints, listens 
to stories, and has a busy day. Little 
Chick stays on the farm. Little Chick 
keeps busy with the other animals, 
sometimes seeming to parallel Little 

Naomi’s activities. At night, Little 
Naomi snuggles in bed and goes to 
sleep. “What About Little Chick? . . 
. Shh . . . Please don’t make a peep. 
Little Chick is fast asleep.”

Told in rhyme with the text and 
illustrations of Little Naomi on the 
left-hand page and illustrations for 
Little Chick on the right, this is a 
read-aloud story that young children 
will love. They will enjoy chiming 
in, “But not Little Chick,” after 
every description of Little Naomi’s 
adventures. Then they will look to 
the right to see what mischief Little 
Chick is getting into now. 

This friendly tale was written 
in Hebrew by Avirama Golan 
and translated into English by 
Annettte Appel; crayon and pencil 
illustrations are by Raaya Karas. 
Like the book reviewed above, it is 
without overtly spiritual content but 
good for congregational preschools. 
Recommended. —Evelyn Pockrass

Barney: Let’s Go to the Moon 
(DVD)
Lionsgate, 2013. 65 minutes. $14.99, 
DVD. Fiction Friendship—Juvenile 
fiction. Self-esteem—Juvenile fiction.

Preschoolers who like Barney will 
enjoy his latest adventure—this 
time a trip to the moon. Young 
children will learn lessons of caring, 
sharing, friendship, and self-esteem 
as they use their imaginations 
through stories and songs. They will 
also learn facts about the moon. 
Extra features include Barney’s 
space adventure game, the “what’s 
different?” game, and the friendship 
song karaoke video.

Congregations connected with a 
preschool or day care center may 
find the lessons useful and fun. —
Mary Lou Henneman

The CSLA Virtual Chapter!
Don’t have a chapter near you? Need somone to talk to?

Have a great idea for congregational libraries? Need a problem 
solved? Just want to vent? Need to brainstorm? No boundaries! 

Meet anytime! Interested in learning more?

CONTACT MARCIA TRAUERNICHT AT MARCIATMAIL@GMAIL.COM
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ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT

Thanks to technology, experts from around 
the world joined us for conference

Administrator’s report: Thanks to technology, experts 
from around the world joined us for conference

“ResourceMate has been a tremendous help to 
us in getting and keeping our library organized 
and up-and-running smoothly.”
– Calvary Baptist Church

Reach us toll free at 800-815-8370
www.resourcemate.com

When you combine the best product, with 
the best customer experience, you get your 

best partner – ResourceMate.®

TRANSFORM    your library

The conference was full of informa-
tive workshops. The three keynote 
speakers were exceptionally good, and 
everyone truly enjoyed them. Thanks 
to technology, we were also able to get 
experts from around the country to 
help us in their areas of librarianship. 

We had a great selection of tours 
including one to Powell’s Bookstore, 
which featured a rare book room and 
four floors of books!  We toured three 
local congregational libraries in the 
afternoon, then returned to the hotel 
for some great discussion groups. 
We enjoyed remembering our school 
days by using a school bus instead of a 
large commercial bus for these Tues-
day tours.   

The working portion of the confer-
ence concluded on Friday with the 
annual business meeting. New board 
members were installed, and we got a 
peek into where our conference will 
be next year—Denton, Texas. Be sure 
to put the last week of July 2015 on 
your calendars and join us in the great 
State of Texas.  

Following the business meeting, we 
grabbed box lunches and headed out 
for the End of the Oregon Trail Inter-
pretive Center in Oregon City.  After 
a quick stop at the hotel, 23 of us en-
joyed a dinner cruise on the Colum-
bia River Sternwheeler. The weather 
was great and the scenery was breath-
taking.

 On the way back to the hotel we 
were able to work in an impromptu 
visit to Multnomah Falls. Thanks to 
the long summer days there was still 
plenty of light to take good photos, 
and some even hiked up to the bridge 
to view the upper and lower sections 
of the falls.

It will soon be time to renew your 
membership for 2015. Help us get the 
word out about our organization by 
inviting a congregation near you to 
join CSLA. Please send me the con-
tact data for any interested congrega-
tions or individuals. I will be happy 
to get a packet of information out to 
them.

BY JUDY JANZEN, Administrator

Media for the Teen and 
Young Adult Reader: 
selected and annotated by 
Mary Lou Henneman. This 
guide is meant more to offer 
suggestions on a variety of  
books for congregational 
libraries than as a definitive 
bibliography directed toward 
the interests and needs of  
teens and young adults. 
$12/$14.

MEDIA FOR THE TEEN 
YOUNG ADULT READER

Ordering from Amazon?
Use CSLAINFO.ORG to enter 
 the Amazon.com website 

and part of the profit 
goes to CSLA.
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