
Information and ideas for the 
best faith-based libraries and 

resource centers worldwide

 first issue  |  2011
Church and Synagogue Library Association

congregational librariestoday
cslainfo.org

>>  to page 3 

Librarians are heading to Washington
Make your plans now to attend the 44th Annual CSLA 

Conference, July 19-22, 2011 in Washington, DC

The 2011 NATIONAL ANNUAL CONFERENCE
   The theme of this year’s annual conference is “Library Resources...a Capital Idea.” 
It is a capital idea that the conference is being held right in the heart of Washington, 
DC, our nation’s capital. Additionally, it is a capital idea because we will have unique 
opportunities, which will be extremely valuable to congregational librarians from all 
library sizes and denominations.
   Our hotel, the Hilton Washington Embassy Row, gives us the advantage of being 
central in the city, within walking distance to many historic sites. Also, this location 
will afford us the opportunity to be close enough to visit the special places important 
to our library work.
   The conference program schedule is much different from previous years. Each 

morning of the conference we will be visiting one of three important library sites. One, of course, will be the 
world famous Library of Congress. Additionally, our program will include the National Archives and Records 
Administration as well as the religious library of Wesley Theological Seminary. These 
excursions are not side tours but full mornings of activities at each of these locations. 
Your registration fees cover the costs of travel to and participation in all the activities at 
each of these exciting sites. We will be going behind the scenes at each of the locations, 
talking with experienced librarians, seeing the sites of their special workplaces, and 
exploring their workrooms/laboratories. We will have the opportunity to hear firsthand 
from these experts, as they provide us with valuable information on all aspects of the 
administration and operations of libraries of all sizes. Additionally, special hands-on op-
portunities plus a wide range of valuable handouts will all be a part of these morning 
experiences (see page 4 for more details). 
   The lineup of first class speakers at luncheons and dinners includes a variety of impor-
tant figures in the library and book world.  Dr. Stephen Prothero, professor of religion at 
Boston University, will be with us. In addition to his work on the PBS Documentary God in America, Dr. Prothero 
is the author of such contemporary religious works as Religious Literacy and God is Not One. The renowned an-
tiquarian book expert from Antique Road Show, Allan J. Stypeck, Jr., will provide fascinating information on the 

Stephen Prothero
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From The President’s Desk...
   It has been said that life is what happens when you have other plans. The CSLA mid-winter 
board meeting was an example of life getting in the way of established plans. Nine people were 
scheduled to meet in Washington, DC on January 28 and 29. Fortunately six of them were able 
to negotiate their way through that terrible winter storm to the meeting. Those who were not 
able to attend in person were connected via a conference call. CSLA continues to move into the 
age of technology. Our plan is to survive!
   The CSLA board is an exemplary group of dedicated individuals who love this association 
and work hard to keep it alive to meet the needs of its members. But the reality of dwindling 
membership makes it impossible to balance the budget. In 2005 there were 1410 members; in 2008, 1257 members; 
in 2009, 844 members; and in 2010, 695 members. We cannot continue to maintain our organization, which produces 
new guides, publishes a quarterly journal, and hosts an annual conference, on a deficit budget without a strong jolt of 
income. We must attack this deficit on many fronts—by appealing to and bringing in new members, increasing our 
monetary contributions, supporting our annual conference, increasing our use of technology, engaging in targeted 
fundraising, and increasing participation by members in leadership roles. Our plan is to survive!
   We must deputize each member to join the effort to energize the association. To stimulate bringing in new members, 
a contest was announced at the business meeting of last year’s conference in Houston. See the contest ad on page 7 
of this issue. Our plan is to survive!
   Join us for our annual conference in Washington, DC from July 19-22 for “Library Resources: a Capital Idea.” The 
conference hotel, the Hilton Washington Embassy Row near DuPont Circle, is a central location with easy access to all 
modes of transportation. Help us make this a banner year for conference attendance! Our plan is to survive!
   The CSLA website (www.cslainfo.org) is growing under the supervision of our webmaster, Robert Lewis. Login as a 
member to explore member benefits. Order CSLA publications. Download issues of Congregational Libraries Today. 
Vote for the proposed Bylaws and Standing Rules. Our plan is to survive!
   We are asking each member to suggest fundraising projects that would be appropriate for the entire organization. 
Contact the CSLA office at csla@worldaccessnet.com with your ideas. Our plan is to survive!
   The national organization and the chapters need new faces to take leadership roles. Contact the CSLA office at csla@
worldaccessnet.com  to volunteer to serve on the board of directors or on a board committee. Our plan is to survive!
   I sincerely hope that my farewell message at the conference meeting reports that the number of members is increasing, 
donations are rolling in, registrations for the conference were outstanding, members developed ideas for fundraising 
projects, and new faces are emerging to take leadership roles in the organization. If a turnaround in our membership 
and financial shortfalls is evident by June 30, we will go ahead with plans for the 2012 conference in Springfield, Illinois, 
site of the new Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library and Museum. Remember this is your organization. The board of 
directors can lead, but cannot do all the work. Our plan is to survive – with the help of our members!
           Yours in CSLA, Marjorie Smink



  first issue  |  2011    3

>>  from front page 

role of books in our society through the ages.  Stypeck 
is also proprietor of the most highly regarded antiquar-

ian bookstore in Washing-
ton, Second Story Books.
   A diverse group of authors 
will be on site for our Au-
thors Book Signing After-
noon.  We will have a rare 
treat:  the youngest author 
we have ever had the op-
portunity to present at a na-
tional conference—13-year-
old Madeleine Morris—will 
talk about and autograph 
copies of her first book, 
Prayers for Puppies. Mad-

die’s story is fascinating—you will not want to miss her.
   All this is just for starters! The conference will also in-
clude a full range of exhibitors as well as exciting work-
shops, seminars, forums and roundtable discussions.  
   As always, prior to the 
start of the main events, we 
offer the perennial favorite 
Library School Academy—
concentrated, academically 
oriented sessions, which 
provide non-professional 
congregational librarians 
with the basic knowledge 
and know-how to run a 
superb library. The delight-
fully talented Alrene Hall 
will charm you and provide 
you with the knowledge you need to return home as a 
consummate professional.
   Everyone should arrive early enough to take part in 
one of the most important aspects of the whole con-
ference: the Library Tours. If you only do one thing at 
the conference, this is a must. It all starts on Tuesday 
afternoon, right after lunch, and is a dynamic tour-de-
force of visiting four great Washington religious librar-
ies in congregational settings.
   This year’s offerings include something for every-
one—small, medium, and large. At the historic Foundry 
United Methodist Church we will visit a compact library 
adjacent to a developing archive room and see a book 
program for prison fellowship. Saint Columba’s Episco-
pal Church boasts a well-run library, fully automated 
and with a special book exchange and sales venue. 

The Washington Hebrew Congregation, largest in the 
city, operates a library used by their parochial school 
in a unique setting. The afternoon tour will end up at 
The National Presbyterian 
Church and Center (national 
church of the Presbyterian 
denomination), where we 
will have the opportunity to 
see two libraries that serve 
the denomination at large 
as well as the local congre-
gation. Additionally, the 
church supports the nation-
al religious archives of over 
a half a million documents. 
The tour ends with a de-
lightful dinner at the church 
with some special entertainment. 
   Each year the conference hosts a special gathering 
for first time delegates as well as a special reception 

for regional representa-
tives, chapter presidents, 
and national officers.  This 
year, the gathering will 
take place on the roof 
garden terrace overlook-
ing the city and the hotel 
swimming pool.
   Everyone will want to at-
tend the Annual Awards 
Banquet to see the win-
ners of the various na-
tional awards and to hear 

the stories about their selections for these prestigious 
honors.   
   Our schedule of days is different from previous years; 
we begin this year on a Tuesday and conclude on a 
Friday afternoon, which affords our delegates the op-
portunity to stay for the weekend (at the low confer-
ence rate) and enjoy a weekend in the nation’s capi-
tal. Friday afternoon will include a special tour to the 
world famous Washington National Cathedral and an 
evening aboard the Spirit of Washington for a dinner 
cruise on the Potomac.  What better way to enrich your 
library knowledge and share the camaraderie of librar-
ians from all over the United States than in a setting of 
presidents and world-shaping events!

 — J.Theodore Anderson, Conference Chairman

Allan J. Stypeck, Jr.

44th Annual CSLA
 Conference

July 19-22, 2011
Hilton Washington Embassy Row

2015 Massachusetts Avenue Northwest
Washington City, District of Columbia 20036

800-695-7460
Call the hotel and request the CSLA special 

rate of $120/night (single or double)

St. Columba’s
Episcopal Church
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The 2011 NATIONAL ANNUAL CONFERENCE SPECIAL MORNING PROGRAMS

The National Archives is the site of our first morning tour on Wednesday, July 
20. This excursion will feature a full program of activities behind the scenes at 
the National Archives, where hands-on activities will take place with specialists 
from the facility.  This is a unique opportunity to experience library and archival 
programs firsthand.

The Library of Congress is the site of our second morning tour on Thursday, 
July 21. We will enjoy another full program of activities behind the scenes at 
two of the buildings of the Library of Congress, including demonstrations from 
specialists who evaluate, accept, and process thousands of books each year. 
Rare book exhibits include the Gutenberg Bible.

Wesley Theological Seminary is the site of our third morning tour on Friday, 
July 22. We will be the guests of the Director of the Library, Dr. William A. 
Faupel, who will provide us with information concerning the operation of a 
religious library within the context of our changing technology—all of which 
affects our work with our congregations. We will receive information about 
book selections, cataloguing, preservation, and promotions.
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      SPECIAL FOR CSLA….PICK YOUR PROGRAM… 
Then take 50% off the price to help us  

celebrate our 30th year! 

***     CATALOG CARD CREATOR            $115   was $229 
(Prints catalog card sets or singles and label sets.   Pre-formatted,  
you select type size, style.)  Complete with 100 sheet package of 3 
cards on a sheet catalog cards… 
 

 

***    COMPUTER ACCESS CATALOG   $245    was $489 
(Catalog, easiest multi-field searching, prints label sets and lists)  
 

 

 ***  The CIRCULATION DESK                  $300  was $599 
(Circulation System, catalog, easiest multi-field searching, overdue  
management, prints label sets and lists) 
 

*** These programs also available in versions that print
catalog card sets or singles and label sets.    
 Pre-formatted,  you select type size, style.)  
 

      EASY TO LEARN… 
         EASY TO USE… 
              AFFORDABLE ! 

              Serving the Church and Synagogue  
          Library Community for more than 30 years 

 

RIGHT ON PROGRAMS 
27 Bowdon Road 

Huntington  NY  11740 

 631-424-7777  FAX: 424-7207 
email: 

friends@rightonprograms.com 

  CONTACT US………. 
 for a complete,  

fully functioning, 
DEMO program….    

FREE! 
 

Try Before You Buy! 

Time to AUTOMATE 
your CHURCH LIBRARY! 

 

The time is RIGHT! 
 

      The price is RIGHT! 
 

       The software is from 
       RIGHT ON PROGRAMS! 

PNACL will meet in July

 The Capital City and Willamette 
chapters of the Pacific Northwest 
Association of Church Libraries are 
pleased to be hosting the 2011 
Conference, to take place at Tokyo 
University in Salem, Oregon, on Friday 
and Saturday, July 15 and 16. The theme 
for the conference is Capitalizing On 
Our Christian Heritage, based on 
the scripture Joel 1:3, “Tell it to your 
children, and let your children tell it 
to their children, and their children to 
the next generation.” 
   Our keynote speaker, Jane Kirkpatrick, 
has written many historical novels 
about people who have shaped 
our heritage in the Northwest. The 
recently published Change and 
Cherish Historical Series centers on 
the founders of the Aurora Colony, a 
religious community established just 
thirty miles up the road from Salem. 
Jane’s presentation will complement 
our theme.  
 Workshops include topics that 
reflect our belief that it is important 
to remember our past and embrace 
the future as we serve as church 
librarians. Friday evening activities 
include a choice of local historical 
tours or a make-it-and-take-it time 
to learn some tips for promoting and 
displaying your library.  
  Tokyo University, part of Willamette 
University, is a spacious, self-contained 
building meeting all of our needs. It is 
conveniently located near downtown 
Salem; the train depot is within easy 
walking distance.
  Watch for details and registration 
forms in the March issue of the 
Lamplighter.   —Betty Charnholm, 
Conference Chair, bjcharn1@gmail.
com
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Library Limelight: Keep Yours in the Center

   If the weather continues with its eccentricities of 
more snow and rain, we librarians will have quite 
a few promotional ideas to work with:  We Rain 
Books... Need a Rain Break? Read!...  Book a Rainy 

Day Friend. If you have a bulletin board or 
display area, use a light grey 
background, make teardrop 
rain drops, add an umbrella, 

and add books of a chosen 
theme. To help deal with 

the winter blues, you might 
display 50 Ways to Feel Great 

Today: Keys to Beating Stress, 
Worry, and the Blues, reviewed in this issue. The 
beginning of the year is an opportunity to display 
devotional literature or bible study as a theme, 
to encourage a good start to the new year. If you 
wish a lighter side, you could include travel books, 
adventure stories, or medieval stories, or perhaps 
humor:  Laugh Your Way to Grace: Reclaiming the 
Spiritual Power of Humor (reviewed in this issue).  
Snow seems to be overwhelming us already—put 
it to some good (thematic) use!  
Reading Is So-o-o Cool, Snow 
Fooling!... Reading Is Snow Much 
Fun are just a couple of ideas to 
use on boards, displays, and in 
congregational bulletins. Winter 
accoutrements can go with any of these headings—
mittens, gloves, stocking hats, toy sleds, snowflakes, 
toy snowmen, penguins, or any other winter birds.
   This is a good time to emphasize what a bargain 
your congregational library is:  After the Holidays, 
Book Bargains... Sweep Up Bargains at Your 

Library... Free Books on Loan are titles 
to show off any kind of books you wish.  
In your display, use a broom with a 
dust pan full of books and department 
store sale signs for bargains. 

   March is Women’s History Month—
this is an excellent opportunity 
to show off the great women 
represented in our collections. There 
are important biblical women, so 
they can certainly be included; there 
are also great historical women of 
spiritual growth and service, such 
as Jane Addams, so don’t forget about those. You 
might consider including On That Day Everybody 
Ate: One Woman’s Story of Hope and Possibility in 
Haiti (both reviewed in this issue).
   Lent begins this year on March 9 and Easter is 
on April 24.  So, we have to begin early with our 
preparations for tastefully prepared Easter displays.  
Passover is April 18 through 26; be sure to check out 
The Royal Table: A Passover Haggadah, reviewed in 
this issue.
   Spring is the growing season: Grow Your Mind... 
Plant to Grow...  Any Bunny Loves Books are 
whimsical approaches for the “good” weather part 
of the year. These are also good for almost any 
theme of media. More serious themes for spring 
include Get Your Green On... Go Green... Let’s 
Go Green.  If you are not currently in possession 
of materials for going green, perhaps you should 
consider it.  Protecting the earth is part of our 
care for God’s earth.  Check out 
Christianity, Climate Change, and 
Sustainable Living, reviewed in this 
issue.

—Dottie Lewis, deglewis@gmail.
com, still looking for your ideas on promotion.  
Please, write. 
     Now is the time to start interest in the upcoming 
CSLA conference.  This year we have an exciting 
way of scheduling, with excellent workshops.
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   Did you take up the challenge to be a dragon trainer for CSLA?  Will you take it up now?  To 
quote Craig again, “CSLA is the gift in the dragon’s mouth. Our organization has served many 
members through its well-written guides, mentoring program, and always-insightful information 
from Congregational Libraries Today.”  But the dragon is getting closer to the gate and we need 
to encourage all congregational libraries to membership and participation in our “fairy tale” 
organization.  We need to be able to continue our mission in the world of libraries.

A significant challenge was issued at the Houston conference in July:
A scholarship [not to exceed $1500.00] of room rental and travel fare/expenses to the Washington 
DC conference 2011.  This scholarship to be awarded to the person who obtains the most new 
members for CSLA. Better start that recruiting and pack those bags!
Please, let Judy Janzen know the names of those new members you have recruited  <csla@
worldaccessnet.com> or [800] LIB-CSLA.

Annual Conference Scholarship Requests
Due By June 1, 2011

   For many years, CSLA has been the recipient of a generous anonymous donation that provides $200 each for 
members to attend the national conference. In an era of limited personal and library budgets, such funds can 
enable more CSLA members to participate in what promises to be an outstanding conference in Washington, 
DC, this summer from July 19-22. There are six scholarships available in 2011.
   Please consider being a recipient of a conference scholarship if you have not received one in the past five 
years. You will be asked to share your conference experiences with your congregation, your library committee, 
and/or your chapter members.  Based on past experience, you should have a grand time!
   Just send us a note with your name, address, phone number, email address, and congregation affiliation, and 
let us know why you want to attend the conference and how the scholarship will help you do so.
   We will evaluate all requests on a first-come, first-served basis. Requests should be sent by June 1, 2011 to:

Evelyn Pockrass
CSLA First Vice President

3850 Glenview Drive, Indianapolis, IN 46240.
317-842-7382.

epockrass@iquest.net
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Prayer Life

When Prayers Aren’t Answered: Opening 
the Heart and Quieting the Mind in 
Challenging Times
John E. Welshons. & New World Library, 2010. 269p. 
$14.95, paperback. 1 ISBN: 978-1-57731-903-0. 8 
www.newworldlibrary.com 5 262'.118 Prayer. Good 
and evil. Suffering—Religious aspects.
John E. Welshons, author of When Prayers Aren’t 

Answered, writes that we often attribute unanswered prayer to 
our improper method of praying or to our unworthiness. This, 
he believes, is because we may not recognize what God wants 
us to learn from the denial of our requests. In Welshons’s opin-
ion, that recognition must come from our continued question-
ing of who God is, what God is like, and how we can connect 
with God in daily life. Much of the discussion centers on God’s 
being love and light, which Christians would not deny. Some 
readers, however, may not find satisfactory explanations to 
their questions regarding unanswered prayer.

Welshons is a longtime student of world religions, and this is 
evident in his many references to the religions of the Far East. 
When Prayers Aren’t Answered will be an interesting addition 
to a church library’s holdings on prayer, although it may pose 
more questions than it answers.   —Beverly M. Bixler

God on Campus: Sacred Causes
& Global Effects
Trent Sheppard. & InterVarsity, 2009. 204p. $16.00, 
paperback. 1 ISBN: 978-0-8308-3631-4. 8 www.
ivpress.com 5 248.834 College students—Religious 
life. Universities and colleges—Religion. Prayer—Chris-
tianity.

What does the firing of Harvard’s first president 
over the issue of infant baptism have to do with the lives of 
Christian college students today? How have Christians on cam-
puses in both the United Kingdom and the United States ex-
pressed their faith? Author Trent Sheppard is a member of Cam-
pus America, a group promoting prayer on campus, and speaks 
on topics related to faith and prayer to college groups and 
others around the world. Sheppard has compiled a collection 
of fascinating stories describing the growing pains of institu-
tions of higher learning, the emergence of students expressing 
their beliefs, and the power prayer still holds for modern-day 
students. Each of the stories in the three main sections is well 
documented, recalling the struggles of such notables as Martin 
Luther, John Wesley, D. L. Moody, and many others. Whether 
on the campus of Yale University in Connecticut or in the Barn 

Church in Ohio, prayer is still at the foundation of belief in 
Christ and can help change the hearts and lives of current col-
lege students. The title may seem daunting, but this is a book 
that will inspire young people to pray for guidance as they put 
their faith into practice. —Mary Lou Henneman

When You Don’t Know What to Pray: How 
to Talk to God about Anything
Linda Evans Shepherd. & Revell (an imprint of Baker), 
2010. 206p. $12.99, paperback. 1 ISBN: 978-0-8007-
3313-1. 8 www.revellbooks.com 5 248.32 Prayer—
Christianity.

Whether you are attempting to establish a 
prayer life or trying to revitalize one, Linda Evans 
Shepherd’s book will help. An early chapter dis-

cusses five keys to prayer: humility, repentance, requests, sub-
mission, and praise. In subsequent chapters Shepherd discuss-
es praying for oneself and for others; for help in realizing God’s 
presence; when one feels burdened, betrayed, or troubled;, or 
when it simply feels as if everything has gone wrong. 
To illustrate various aspects of prayer, Shepherd shares her 

personal experiences and those of people she has met or who 
have written to her. Shepherd’s style throughout is conver-
sational, and she offers excellent, down-to-earth examples 
of prayers to use or to serve as models. They are as simple as  
“Lord, I give you ________. I ask you to carry this for me.” Many 
examples are based on scripture: “Thank you that I can trade 
my troubled heart for your peace. I trust in you and your Son.” 
(from John 14: 1-2).

A reader’s guide provides excellent questions for personal or 
group study. This book will be a valuable addition to a church 
library’s resources on prayer.   —Beverly M. Bixler

Church Matters

Inclusive Yet Discerning: Navigating 
Worship Artfully
Frank Burch Brown. & Eerdmans, 2009. 155p. $20.00, 
paperback. 1 ISBN: 978-0-8028-6256-3. 8 www.
eerdmans.com 5 264 Public worship. Christianity and 
art. Aesthetics—Religious aspects—Christianity. Church 
music. Music—Religious aspects—Christianity.

What is good music and how does it relate to 
Christian worship? This collection from the Calvin Institute 
of Christian Worship Liturgical Studies Series brings together 
Frank Burch Brown’s scholarly essays previously published else-
where on the aesthetics of worship. Under thought-provoking 

new media for your library
fresh citations

>>  to page 10
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Detox Your Spiritual Life in 40 Days...14
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Effective Marriage Counseling: The “His Needs, 

Her Needs” Guide to Helping Couples...15
Fixing Abraham: How Taming Our Bible Heroes 
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this issue’stopics
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Fiction     15
For Children     18
For Older Children
        & Teenagers     22
Judaica     11
Living in Faith     13
Marriage & Family     15
Prayer Life     8

Laugh Your Way to Grace: Reclaiming the 
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Life Lessons from a Horse Whisperer...14
Listen...16
Losing Someone You Love: Dealing 

with Death and Dying...22
Memory Between Us, A...16
Molly the Great Misses the Bus: A Book 

about Being on Time...18
On That Day Everybody Ate: One Woman’s 

Story of Hope and Possibility in Haiti...13
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Royal Table:  A Passover Haggadah, The...11
Saints and Their Stories...18
Silent Governess, The...17
Sixteen Brides...16
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Somewhere to Belong...16
Spirit of the Place, The...17
Strategically Small Church, The...11
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Selections Annotated & Explained...12
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Realities of Marriage...15
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Whisper on the Wind...17
You Never Know...12
Your Money God’s Way: Overcoming the 7 Money 
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Read This Book!
This is one of those tools that every congrega-

tional library and resource center should place on 
its MUST HAVE list.  It is a carefully researched and 
edited guide that is an essential aid for a beginning 
library but also one for bringing an existing library 
into the 21st Century.  The manual combines the 
guide for setting up a library with the policy and 
procedures manual and adds the previous volume 
of standards for congregational libraries. Smooth 
reading and an easily followed step-by-step out-
line make this an aid no library or resource center 
should be without. 

 $12 for members, $14 for non-members, plus $3.00 p&h
  Request from CSLA, 2920 SW Dolph Ct, Suite 3A, Portland OR 97219-4055;
csla@worldaccessnet.com

Thank you, San Jose Bay Area Chapter, for paying for the printing of this guide!

Organizing 
a Library or 
Resource 
Center
Creating a Policy and 
Procedure Manual

Carol Campbell
Dianne Oswald
Glenda Strombom
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titles such as “Singing Together (with All Creation): Dilemmas 
and Delights” and “Religious Music and Secular Music: A Calvin-
ist Perspective, Re-formed” Brown discusses a wide range of 
worship styles, from historical to contemporary. He focuses 
primarily on musical expression and congregational singing, 
quoting writings and opinions ranging from Cardinal Ratzinger 
(now Pope Benedict XVI) to Rick Warren. The most readable 
essay in the collection, entitled “Christian Music: More Than Just 
the Words,” humorously examines appropriate and inappropri-
ate pairings of religious lyrics with secular and familiar tunes.

Brown is a professor at Christian Theological Seminary in 
Indianapolis and author of Good Taste, Bad Taste, and Christian 
Taste (Oxford University Press, 2003). Inclusive Yet Discerning 
is recommended for congregational libraries where there is a 
scholarly interest in the aesthetics of worship. —Lucille Boone

The Slow Fade: Why You Matter in the 
Story of Twentysomethings
Reggie Joiner, Chuck Bomar, and Abbie Smith. 
& David C. Cook, 2010. 163p. $14.99, paperback.
1 ISBN: 978-1-4347-6479-9. 8 www.davidccook.com 
5 248.8 Church work with young adults. Christian 
college students—Religious life.

Many churches have active ministries for 
children and youth through their high school 

years, and programs for adults with families are plentiful. But 
what happens to young people of college age? Why do many 
twentysomethings stop attending church, feeling their needs 
are no longer met in their former places of worship?

The Slow Fade brings together three authors who combine 
their varied talents to provide commonsense suggestions for 
ministering to college-age young adults. Reggie Joiner is a pas-
tor who has raised four children and who founded The reThink 
Group, a non-profit that provides resources and training to 
churches. Chuck Bomar served as a campus minister for eight 
years and is now a senior pastor in Oregon. Abbie Smith, the 
youngest of the three, contributes insights from her own rela-
tively recent experiences in college, where she gained a deeper 
faith. The trio explains why twentysomethings often fade into 
the background and how congregations can reconnect with 
them and nurture their faith by listening and mentoring. 

    —Mary Lou Henneman

52 Ways to Ignite Your Congregation:  
Practical Hospitality
Randy Hammer. & Pilgrim, 2009. 101p. $14.00, 
paperback. 1 ISBN: 978-0-8298-1825-3. 8 www.
thepilgrimpress.com 5 254'.5 Church marketing. Hospi-
tality—Religious aspects—Christianity. Church growth.
“Welcome to worship.” Persons involved in 

established ministries of hospitality will find 
affirmation, and those seeking to be more inten-

tional about welcoming will find, as the title suggests, practical 
solutions. Randy Hammer writes from long and successful ex-
perience, focusing on small churches. His honesty is refreshing, 
as he notes that some ideas work in some communities and not 
in others.

Divided into three sections with general themes of anticipat-
ing, welcoming, and “Seeing People Return,” the text offers 
fifty-two ideas, each explained in a paragraph and then sum-
marized in a tip. Each section offers questions and a checklist 

for “Discussion and Action.” Appendixes of illustrations and 
bulletin inserts add to the book’s value. Many of the ideas are 
neither costly nor difficult to implement. The emphasis is on 
being current with technology, décor, and materials, and on the 
need for sensitivity in meeting and greeting people. Readers 
are reminded that worshipers come seeking hope and a desire 
to experience the sacred.
Though the book reads easily and quickly, it merits time and 

intention to absorb ideas. Recommended for church libraries 
and specifically for pastors, committees, and boards seeking to 
strengthen the ways their churches says “welcome” and “please 
come again.”     —Carolyn Egolf

Connecting Like Jesus: Practices for Healing, 
Teaching, and Preaching
Tony Campolo and Mary Albert Darling. & Jossey-Bass (an imprint of 
Wiley), 2010. 232p. $21.95, hardcover. 1 ISBN: 978-0-470-43102-3. 
8 www.josseybass.com 5 253 Communication—Religious aspects—
Christianity.
Tony Campolo and Mary Albert Darling together stress spiri-

tually charged communication and soul healing in the first 
section of Connecting Like Jesus. They note that the Triune God 
has always been a communicating God and that we, as people 
created in his image, are meant to communicate. Jesus aimed 
to gather followers whose witness would cause people to say, 
“See how they love one another? See how they live in harmony?”

The book’s second part, authored by Darling, presents prac-
tices for soul healing through sacred listening, asking questions 
rather than telling, resolving conflict, and sharing stories.

In the book’s third section, Campolo shares practical, inspiring, 
and challenging suggestions for teachers and prayers for laying 
the groundwork for dynamic speaking, crafting a message, and 
presenting it effectively. 

Connecting Like Jesus challenges with stories, prayers, and sug-
gested practices. A detailed index simplifies locating prayers, 
topics, and quotes from persons interviewed. I recommend the 
book for church libraries. It is a useful tool for clergy and teach-
ers and for anyone wishing to improve communication skills.

     —Lois H. Ward

Church Programs & Celebrations for 
All Generations
Rachel Gilmore. & Judson, 2010. 120p. $18.00, 
paperback. 1 ISBN: 978-0-8170-1642-5. 8 www.
judsonpress.com 5 264 Worship programs.
Thirty Christian and secular occasions for 

cross-generational celebrations are included 
in this timely and easy-to-use congregational 

or family resource. Grandparents Day, Juneteenth, Earth Day, 
Kwanzaa, a Dr. Suess vacation Bible school, and a celebration 
of volunteers are a few of the occasions covered, along with 
liturgical holidays such as Pentecost and Ash Wednesday. Users 
of this manual will appreciate the background information 
and other helps for leaders, and participants will benefit from 
the worship emphasis, appropriate scripture passages, prayers, 
music, and other touches such as faith station ideas and fellow-
ship extension projects. Simple in format and without illustra-
tions, this book will be useful for church or home educators or 
volunteers wishing to commemorate holidays in unique and 
worshipful ways.     —Nanette Goings

>>  from  page 8
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The Strategically Small Church
Brandon J. O’Brien. & Bethany House, 2009. 171p. 
$15.99, paperback. 1 ISBN: 978-0-7642-0783-9. 8 
www.bethanyhouse.com 5 253 Small churches.

While mega-churches with “ten-talent” preach-
ers receive acclaim and serve as models, Bran-
don O’Brien reminds us to check our definition 
of success. While numerical growth may be the 

more commonly used measure, growth in spiritual maturity, 
relationships, and service may also define success. This kind of 
success can and does happen when time, energy, and dollars 
are wisely leveraged in small churches.

In eight chapters, O’Brien identifies concepts and advantages 
(such as “authentic” and “nimble”), plus examples of individuals 
and churches that have leveraged the advantages with notable 
success. O’Brien acknowledges the risks taken in some of these 
examples and the practical difficulties faced by small congrega-
tions. In his honesty, he models the authenticity he advocates.
The book’s last chapter provides an excellent summary and 

a call to think in terms of abundance rather than scarcity, and 
of cooperation between churches rather than competition. To 
paraphrase O’Brien’s challenge: Are we making disciples or at-
tracting consumers?

Pastors and leaders of churches of all sizes will find hope, en-
couragement, and a sense of freedom in this book. It will make 
an ideal group study for pastors and leadership teams. Discus-
sion questions are included.   —Carolyn Egolf 

Judaica
The Columbia History of Jews and Judaism
in America
Marc Lee Raphael, ed. & Columbia University Press, 2009. 490p. 
$30.00, paperback. 1 ISBN: 978-0-231-13223-7. 8 www.cup.colum-
bia.edu 5 973’.04924 Jews—United States—History. Judaism—United 
States—History. Jews—Cultural assimilation—United States.

If you believe that Jewish history is limited to what happened 
in the old country, you need to read this book. This broad 
survey of American Jewish history reveals the dynamic devel-
opment of Jewish life on this continent, from a small pre-Revo-
lutionary War contingent to the most powerful Jewish com-
munity in the world. While other books focus on either Jews or 
Judaism, this book makes a unique contribution to the field by 
covering both in one volume.  

The Columbia History of Jews and Judaism in America balances 
two approaches to understanding Jewish history in America: 
a linear history that proceeds era by era to describe develop-
ments over time and a series of topical essays that provide 
more depth in individual areas. Written by some of the best 
scholars in the field, these articles address questions of culture 
and religion. The topical essays cover such subjects as regional 
history in the south or the Pacific regions, the role of Jewish 
social clubs, the evolution of Jewish education, contemporary 
thought, and the rise of Jewish feminism.  
This book is invaluable to anyone wishing to understand the 

dynamic of Jewish life in America. Its readable, engaging style 
makes it one that many people will want to explore.

    —Rabbi Louis A. Rieser 

The Royal Table: A Passover Haggadah
Norman Lamm. Compiled and edited Joel B. Wolowel-
sky. & OU Press, (an imprint of the Orthodox Union), 
2010. Distributed by KTAV. 199p. $25.00, hardcover. 
1 ISBN: 978-1-60280-139-4. 8 www.ktav.com 5 
296.4'5371 Haggadah. Haggadot—Texts. Seder—Lit-
urgy—Texts. Judaism—Liturgy—Texts.

Among the hundreds of Haggadot for Pass-
over, with commentaries reflecting many di-

verse perspectives, the choice is only a matter of what catches 
your eye. So, what makes this Haggadah different from all other 
Haggadot?
This interesting Haggadah features extensive commentary by 

Rabbi Norman Lamm, distinguished scholar and leader in the 
Orthodox community. His perspective is worth noting regard-
less of where you reside along the Jewish spectrum. According 
to the preface, these comments were culled from Lamm’s many 
writings, and that explains some of the unevenness in the text. 
No matter, there is plenty here to enhance one’s seder and 
understanding of the Passover observance.

I am partial to his longer comments. Among these are six 
engaging essays about the Song of Songs, the traditional read-
ing for Passover. Overall, Lamm provides the reader with a deep 
understanding of the seder on multiple levels—intellectual, 
emotional, and spiritual.

Without question, this version is a worthy addition to a collec-
tion of Passover haggadot. It provides much food for thought 
about slavery, freedom, and the Jewish path towards redemp-
tion.     —Rabbi Louis A. Rieser 

Bełżec  (DVD)
Menemsha Films, 2010. 8 100 minutes. $29.95, DVD. 
1 UPC: 05105673417. 8 www.menemshafilms.com 
5 940.53  Bełżec—Concentration camp. Holocaust, 
Jewish (1939-1945)—Poland.
The Nazis operated the Bełżec extermination 

camp from March to December 1942. It is esti-
mated that during that time more than 600,000 

Jews were killed there. Guillaume Moscovitz’s documentary 
film, in Hebrew, Polish, and French with English subtitles, con-
tains archival photographs and candid interviews with Polish 
residents recounting those terrible times.

Most touching of all is the testimony of one of a handful of 
Jewish survivors, Braha Rauffmann, who as a child escaped 
from Bełżec. She was hidden by a Polish woman in a wheatfield, 
a cemetery, and a pigsty. During part of her harrowing experi-
ence, she felt as if she were buried alive and had to keep her 
knees bent in the small hole where she hid. Her ordeal ended 
after twenty months in hiding. She remembers looking up at 
the stars and realizing she was a nine-year-old “who did not 
remember the sky.”

In 1943, as the Soviets advanced, the Nazis closed Bełżec. They 
tried to destroy all traces of its existence, planting a small forest 
of pine trees on the site. However, in recent years an archaeo-
logical excavation discovered thirty-one mass graves; there 
were human bones all over the area. An official memorial was 
placed in Bełżec in 2004.

Exceptionally powerful and informative, this video is highly 
recommended for every collection that contains Holocaust 
literature.    —Evelyn Pockrass
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You Never Know (DVD)
Alden Films, 2010. 8 63 minutes. $59.95, DVD. 1 ISBN: 978-1-
877684-04-3. 8 www.aldenfilms.com 5 Carlebach, Shlomo. Jews—
Music. Music by Jewish composers.

Rabbi Shlomo Carlebach’s music permeates Jewish life. Begin-
ning in the 1960s he created a vibrant outreach to disaffected 
Jews. His niggunim, or tunes, are found in services across the 
Jewish world, from the Orthodox to the Reform. This film sings 
his praises.  

Reb Shlomo, as he was known, was educated in the Orthodox 
yeshivot of Lakewood and later in the Lubavitch yeshiva in 
Brooklyn. He saw a need to reach out to young Jews who were 
experimenting with various Eastern religions, and so he began 
his musical outreach. From the Hasidic student in the yeshiva 
to the hippie strumming a guitar in a tent and from Brooklyn, 
Israel, and San Francisco (where he founded the alternative 
synagogue, the House of Love and Prayer), we hear of the 
deep impact made by this man who believed that music could 
change lives. 
This film focuses solely on the enduring impact of this trouba-

dour who called everyone his holy brother or holy sister. He did 
stir up controversy, but that is beyond the scope of this work. 
To those who encountered Reb Shlomo, this excellent video is a 
reminder of his personal impact. To those who never met him, 
it is a lesson of his enduring legacy. —Rabbi Louis A. Rieser 

Judaism: Embracing the Seeker
Harold M. Schulweis. & KTAV, 2010. 179p. $18.95, 
paperback. 1 ISBN: 978-1602801417. 8 www.
ktav.com 5 296.7'14 Judaism. Jewish converts from 
Christianity.

Conversion into Judaism requires a seeker, or 
one who wishes to convert, and a mentor, or 
guide into the tradition. This volume allows 
both seeker and teacher to speak eloquently. 

Harold Schulweis shares the stories of fifty-seven individuals 
who chose Judaism. Nine rabbis and teachers, individuals who 
have taught the classes and guided individuals into Judaism, 
also offer their understanding of this powerful transition.  
The seekers share their spiritual tales, the journey toward 

choosing Judaism, their process of change, and the lives they 

have built since their conversion. These are moving accounts 
that illustrate the variety of reasons one might choose this path.  
The teachers share their experience of working with individu-

als desiring to enter the Jewish world. Schulweis considers two 
strains within the Jewish world, one deriving from the book of 
Ezra and denying or discouraging conversion to Judaism, and 
the other (Schulweis’s own position) resting on the book of 
Ruth and welcoming converts into the Jewish faith. 
The accounts of the seekers are inspiring. The testimony of the 

teachers is challenging.  This small volume makes the case that 
Judaism is open to all who wish to enter. Highly recommended.

    —Rabbi Louis A. Rieser

Tanya, the Masterpiece of Hasidic 
Wisdom: Selections Annotated & 
Explained
Shneur Zalman. Translation and annotation by Rami 
Shapiro. & Skylight Paths, 2010. 178p. $16.99, 
paperback. 1 ISBN: 978-1-59473-275-1. 8 www.sky-
lightpaths.com 5 296.8'332 Hasidism. Habad. Likute 
amarim. Shneur Zalman, of Lyady, 1745-1813. 
The Tanya, which presents the classic spiritual 

teachings of Chabad Hasidism, articulates an intriguing vision 
of Jewish spirituality. The language is dense and the concepts 
are complex, but Rabbi Shapiro succeeds in bringing this 
important book, written in 1797, to a wider modern audience. 
He has selected key passages and translated them poetically so 
that the ordinary reader can appreciate the jewel within. 
The book has two sections, and it is hard to know which is 

more useful. The extended introduction provides the context 
for the writing of the Tanya, plus a summary of the central 
philosophical ideas and the core spiritual practices described in 
the work. Shapiro’s clear descriptions provide the reader with 
essential tools for understanding the Tanya and for enhancing 
his or her own spirituality.
The body of this book consists of fifty-three chapters in which 

Shapiro presents the key passages from the original work. His 
notes provide definitions and sources, and his commentary 
helps with relating Tanya to contemporary life. 

Shapiro has produced a book that opens the wisdom of this 
classic text to seekers of all faiths. Highly recommended.

    —Rabbi Louis A. Rieser

Confronting Scandal: How Jews Can 
Respond When Jews Do Bad Things
Erica Brown. & Jewish Lights, 2010. 166p. $24.99, 
hardcover. 1 ISBN: 978-1-58023-440-5. 8 www.jew-
ishlights.com 5 296.3'6. Jewish ethics. Jews in public 
life. Scandals. Self-defeating behavior.
Jews cringe when they read of other Jews 

who have committed crimes. Whatever the 
cause—and recently there have been too many 

recent examples—scandal provokes a collective response that 
includes feelings of shame. In this engaging book Erica Brown 
considers our communal response when Jews do bad things. 

Brown examines why we react in the way we do and then 
considers alternative responses that might be employed. 
She offers a well-considered but forceful analysis of our past 
experience, going back to the gangsters of the twenties. While 
many respond to these moral lapses with embarrassment and 
shamed whispers, Brown draws on the ethical teachings of the 
Talmud and other Jewish sources to propose a path forward.  

Maryann Dotts Barth  First United Methodist Church, New Port 
Richey, Florida  &  Beverly M. Bixler  First Presbyterian Church, 
Ashland, Ohio  &  Lucille Boone  River Church Community, San Jose, 
California  &  Carolyn Egolf  Lincolnshire Church of the Brethren, 
Fort Wayne, Indiana  &  Nanette Goings  Faith Community Luther-
an Church, Longmont, Colorado  &  Ralph Harstock  Trietsch Memo-
rial United Methodist Church, Flower Mound, Texas  &  Mary Lou 
Henneman  Boardman United Methodist Church, Boardman, Ohio  
&  Sharon T. Hinton  First United Methodist Church, Floydada, Texas  
&  Evelyn Pockrass  Indianapolis Hebrew Congregation, Indianapolis, 
Indiana  &  Rabbi Louis A. Rieser  Etz Hayim Synagogue, Derry, New 
Hampshire  &  Ré Stooksberry  John McMillan Presbyterian Church, 
Bethel Park, Pennsylvania  &  Monica Tenney, Media Review Editor  
Maple Grove United Methodist Church, Columbus, Ohio  &  Lois H. 
Ward  Port Townsend, Washington
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She challenges the community to take a stand against moral 
complacence; she outlines ten steps to strengthen education 
for moral living, to reinvigorate a commitment to social justice, 
and to raise morality to an art form.  

Confronting Scandal invites discussion, both of why we react 
as we do (and this is not a problem limited to the Jewish com-
munity) and how we can respond positively and build a stron-
ger, more ethical community. It is highly recommended.

    —Rabbi Louis A. Rieser 

Living in Faith

50 Ways to Feel Great Today: Keys to 
Beating Stress, Worry, and the Blues
David B. Biebel, James E. Dill, and Bobbie Dill. & 
Revell (an imprint of Baker), 2009. 222p.  $12.99, 
paperback. 1 ISBN: 978-0-8007-3291-2. 8 www.
revellbooks.com 5 613 Mental health—Handbooks, 
manuals, etc.

Feeling grumpy today? The authors of this 
encouraging book provide multiple sugges-
tions that require little investment other than 

time to help change your perspective. Counting blessings, ex-
ercise, journaling, helping others, getting out in nature, finding 
inspiration, and reading are only a few of the fifty suggestions. 
Each suggestion is accompanied by a quote, examples, and 
suggestions. I especially enjoyed the fifth suggestion: “decorate 
something.” (My day got better just from reading the section. I 
could not resist brightening up my office bookshelves, which 
perked up my whole office!) Some of the suggestions may 
sound corny, but they work.
This book is appropriate for congregational libraries and 

should be included in all self-help collections. It will be espe-
cially useful for depression and stress support groups.

     —Sharon Hinton  

On That Day Everybody Ate: One Woman’s Story of 
Hope and Possibility in Haiti
Margaret Trost. & Koa Books, 2008. 143p. $15.00, paperback. 1 
ISBN: 978-0-9773338-9-9. 8 www.koabooks.com 5 361.97294 Haiti—
Social conditions. Food relief—Haiti. Children—Haiti—Social condi-
tions. Humanitarian assistance, American—Haiti. What If? Foundation—
History.
The 2010 earthquake in Haiti has brought attention to a coun-

try ravaged by the forces of nature. But Haitians were fighting 
a tough battle of poverty even before the devastating quake. 
When author Margaret Trost first went to Port-au-Prince, what 
she intended as a short humanitarian trip became a life-chang-
ing experience for her and the many people she met. She saw 
firsthand the suffering from lack of food and proper medical 
care, and she also saw how the Haitians struggled to share 
hope in the midst of tragedy, poverty, and corrupt govern-
ment. There have emerged many heroes, among them Father 
Gerry Jean-Juste, whose mission was to ensure that children 
had at least one good meal, if not more, each week. Many oth-
ers worked to provide food for the children and found joy in 
service to others. Out of their inspiration, Trost established the 
What If? Foundation to help provide needed resources.

On That Day Everybody Ate is a powerful book that gives a 

realistic view of Haiti’s dire needs. Congregations focused on 
missions can use this book as a resource and an example.

    —Mary Lou Henneman

Christianity, Climate Change, and Sustainable Living
Nick Spencer, Robert White, and Virginia Vroblesky. & Brazos (an 
imprint of Baker), 2009. 268p. $16.99, paperback. 1 ISBN: 978-1-
58743-306-1. 8 www.brazospress.com 5 261.88 Nature—Religious 
aspects—Christianity. Environmental protection—Religious aspects—
Christianity. Sustainable development—Religious aspects—Christianity.

Climate change, global warming, and the disappearance 
of natural resources are all topics we see in the news. We are 
asked to conserve and to “go green,” but do we really know 
why? What should be our response as Christian caretakers of 
the world God made? Authors Nick Spencer, Robert White, 
and Virginia Vroblesky combine their expertise to tackle this 
topic with logic that will appeal to scientists, theologians, and 
concerned Christians. Christianity, Climate Change, and Sus-
tainable Living is divided into three sections. The first section 
covers the problem of global warming, its causes, the deple-
tion of natural resources, and how we can maintain sustain-
able living. The second section gives the biblical perspective, 
as written in both the Old and New Testaments, supported 
by ample biblical references. The final section explains what 
Christians today can do to protect their world and environ-
ment. The charts and maps throughout the text and the 
endnotes for each chapter combined with the bibliographical 
print resources for further study and the suggested websites 
make this a powerful single volume for anyone concerned 
with Christian stewardship of our earth. There is also a com-
plete list of Christian organizations for adults, college stu-
dents, and youth who seek to become more active in environ-
mental issues.   —Mary Lou Henneman

Your Money God’s Way: Overcoming 
the 7 Money Myths that Keep 
Christians Broke
Amie Streater. & Thomas Nelson, 2010. 191p. 
$14.99, paperback. 1 ISBN: 978-1-5955-5232-7. 
8 www.thomasnelson.com 5 241.68 Wealth—Re-
ligious aspects—Christianity. Money—Religious 
aspects—Christianity.

In an unsteady economy, with a weak 
housing market, high unemployment, and a fluctuating stock 
market, financial stability is difficult for many individuals and 
families to maintain. How do Christians, as followers of Jesus, 
balance their personal budgets and at the same time give to 
help others? Amie Streater speaks from personal experience 
as one who looked like she had the good life—with a new 
home, the latest fashions, new cars, and so forth—but she was 
really living in what she terms “posh poverty.” After struggling 
to get out of debt, Streater now serves as Associate Pastor 
of Financial Stewardship at the New Life Church in Colorado 
Springs. She offers logical, commonsense guidelines to help 
Christians get their financial lives in order and still help the 
mission of the church with both money and service. Streater 
debunks financial myths by uncovering seven “counterfeit 
convictions.” She offers practical suggestions and examples 
for balancing lives and budgets and avoiding future destruc-
tive behavior. Each chapter contains scripture references and 
a concluding prayer for guidance. This is an excellent book for 
personal use or group discussions. —Mary Lou Henneman
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Laugh Your Way to Grace: Reclaiming 
the Spiritual Power of Humor
Susan Sparks. & Skylight Paths, 2010. 138p. $16.99, 
paperback. 1 ISBN: 978-1-59473-280-5. 8 www.
skylightpaths.com 5 233.5 Laughter—Religious 
aspects. Wit and humor—Religious aspects. Religion—
Humor.
The Reverend Susan Sparks, a former law-

yer now identified as “America’s only female 
stand-up comedian with a pulpit,” underscores throughout this 
book her conviction that “the power of humor on the spiritual 
path radiates far beyond the realm of punch lines. Laughter . . . 
challenges how we perceive ourselves and our circumstances, 
it reframes how we see others, and it changes the very way we 
engage with God.”

Sparks sees humans as “hot-wired to laugh.” She notes that 
infants laugh almost from birth. Laughter is a joyful noise, the 
stuff of which humans are made. Sparks reminds the reader of 
the forgotten legacy of humor found in thousands of years of 
our spiritual history. She explores how laughter can empower 
us in hard times, bringing physical, emotional, and spiritual 
healing. Our efforts to discern our call and bring our entire 
selves to our spiritual search should include joy—and laughter. 
Laughter is the beauty and light and spirit we carry within, and 
it is holy.
Joy and grace creep into this very readable, thoughtful 

book. Reading it can lighten the heart and encourage the 
reader to pause and consider, reflect, pray, and seek the paths 
of laughter leading to grace. It should find responsive readers 
in any congregational library.   —Lois H. Ward

Life Lessons from a Horse Whisperer
Lew Sterrett with Bob Smietana. & Monarch (an 
imprint of Lion Hudson), 2010. Distributed in the 
United States by Kregel. 218p. $13.99, paperback. 
1 ISBN: 978-0-8254-6316-7. 8 www.kregel.com 5 
248.4 Christian life.

What do Christianity and horse training have 
in common? In this remarkable story, Lew Ster-
rett tells how he began as a young boy who 

seemed to be living the perfect Christian life. In truth he was 
struggling on the inside with his identity and for acceptance 
by his peers. It was through his work training horses that he 
gained a better understanding of his faith and matured as a 
Christian leader of both young people and adults. Filled with 
wonderful personal stories, Life Lessons from a Horse Whisperer 
offers insights on what Sterrett learned as he worked with 
thousands of horses over his career, training them for competi-
tion. Sterrett’s Sermon on the Mount ministry promotes com-
municating the love of Christ through guidance and trust rather 
than with harsh rules and force.
This is a good book for youth and adults looking for ways to 

put their faith and belief into action. It will especially appeal to 
animal lovers.    —Mary Lou Henneman

Flight to Heaven: A Plane Crash...
A Lone Survivor... a Journey to
Heaven—and Back
Dale Black. & Bethany House (an imprint of 
Baker), 2010. 187p. $14.99, paperback. 1 ISBN: 
978-0-7642-0794-5. 8 www.bethanyhouse.com 5 
231.73092 Near-death experiences—Religious as-
pects. Aircraft accident victims—United States—Biogra-
phy. Heaven—Christianity.

As the only survivor of a small plane crash, young Dale Black 
experienced medical and mental challenges and the desire to 
understand his “out of body” experiences that gave him insight 
into the afterlife. A dedicated team of doctors, family, and 
friends helped Black heal and put his life back together. They 
sustained him through his unbelief, disappointments, ques-
tions, struggles with his faith, and attempts to express all of this 
to others.

Flight to Heaven is an easy read that will inspire health care 
workers, persons recovering from injury or illness, their con-
cerned friends and family members, and anyone interested in 
one man’s brief glimpse of heaven. Black’s story of struggling to 
share his faith in appropriate ways is his gift to readers.

    —Maryann Dotts Barth 

Detox Your Spiritual Life in 40 Days
Peter Graystone. & Hendrickson, 2007. 172p. $16.95, 
paperback. 1 ISBN: 978-1-59856-085-5. 8 www.
hendrickson.com 5 248.4 Spiritual life—Christian-
ity. Christian life.
This is an encouraging, easy-to-follow book. 

Author Peter Graystone does not demand large 
life changes, but instead suggests small, easily 
manageable changes that help the reader move 

forward. His friendly, conversational style and humor help the 
reader open up to rethinking and making better life choices 
in a wide range of areas. The book’s theme is reflected in the 
statement that God “has infinite patience to listen to you as you 
reflect on the state of your health—physical, emotional and 
above all spiritual.” The book is divided into segments covering 
areas where detoxing can be beneficial: body, standards, past, 
expectations, relationships, and spiritual life. Each segment 
includes scripture.   
This book is appropriate for congregational libraries. It will be 

especially useful for group studies and for personal reading by 
individuals seeking spiritual growth. —Sharon Hinton 

Fixing Abraham: How Taming Our Bible 
Heroes Blinds us to the Wild Ways of God
Chris Tiegreen. & SaltRiver, 2009. 190p. $14.99, pa-
perback. 1 ISBN: 978-1-4143-2172-1. 8 www.tyndale.
com 5 220.9’2 Bible—Biography. Christian life—Biblical 
teaching.

Although evangelicals emphasize a personal re-
lationship with God, many “blow a gasket when 

someone’s relationship gets personal in unconventional ways.” 
Chris Tiegreen believes we should stand by the absolutes of 
scripture, adhering to biblical principles, not the assumptions 
of culture. 
Tiegreen addresses several situations that, taken in the 

modern context, would be difficult to accept: Abraham being 
willing to sacrifice Isaac, Hosea dating a prostitute, and Joseph 
interpreting dreams. He presents delightful vignettes on Ruth 
as a foreigner, the fallen Solomon, and Jesus spending time 
with tax collectors and other people commonly thought of as 
undesirable. One of the most memorable chapters has Ma-
ria (the Virgin Mary) seeking guidance and assistance from a 
“Christian” charity. Some of it reads like “Who’s on first?”

Tiegreen holds that we need a multi-layered view, since scrip-
ture is multi-dimensional. Our society, he feels, has put God in a 
box. In trying to tame the wildness in the Bible’s ancient stories, 
we limit our own experience of God. Users of congregational 
libraries will find this a refreshing new view of our doctrines.

     —Ralph Hartsock
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Marriage & Family

What Did You Expect?: Redeeming the 
Realities of Marriage
Paul David Tripp. & Crossway, 2010. 287p. $21.99, 
hardcover. 1 ISBN: 978-1-4335-1176-9. 8  www.
crossway.org 5 248.844 Marriage—Religious aspects—
Christianity.

Paul David Tripp, an internationally known 
speaker, pastor, teacher, and author, addresses 
committed Christian couples who are experi-

encing marital difficulties. He begins by stating his premise of 
Christian marriage: both marriage partners are sinners living 
in a fallen world where God is faithful, powerful, and willing 
to lead and guide. A marriage of love, unity, and understand-
ing flows out of a daily worship of God as creator, sovereign, 
and savior. Marriage requires a daily practice of grace and 
reconciliation. In subsequent chapters that read like a series of 
expository sermons, Tripp goes on to urge marriage partners 
to work daily on six commitments: confession and forgive-
ness, an agenda of growth and change, a sturdy bond of trust, 
a relationship of love, handling differences with appreciation 
and grace, and protecting marriage with worship and prayer. 
Tripp’s approach requires participation by both partners. This 
book will probably be most effective as supplemental reading 
for couples in a long-term counseling program. Recommended 
for church libraries with a congregational ministry to married 
couples.     —Lucille Boone 

Effective Marriage Counseling: The 
His Needs, Her Needs Guide to Helping 
Couples
Willard F. Harley. & Revell (an imprint of Baker), 2010. 
188p. $19.99, hardcover. 1 ISBN: 978-0-8007-
1945-6. 8 www.revellbooks.com 5 259.14 Marriage 
counseling. Pastoral counseling.

Author and marriage counselor Willard F. 
Harley’s bestselling work, His Needs, Her Needs 

(revised and expanded edition published in 2011 by Revell) 
has become a classic work on marriage. In Effective Marriage 
Counseling, written for marriage counselors and ministers, 
Harley explains his techniques for helping couples. He first 
gives a theory and model for marital satisfaction based on the 
metaphor of a “love bank,” where each partner makes deposits 
and withdrawals. Harley then develops the method for building 
“love bank balances,” describing assessments, guidelines, and 
exercises. In the final section he uses a fictional ten-session case 
study to show how these methods are applied. Appendixes 

include Harley’s “Love Bank Inventory” and the “Memorandum 
of Agreement” used in marital counseling.

Like Harley’s other works, Effective Marriage Counseling is easy 
to read. Because it is directed toward counselors, it is not an es-
sential purchase for congregational libraries, unlike the classic 
His Needs, Her Needs.    —Lucille Boone

What Your Son Isn’t Telling You: 
Unlocking the Secret World of Teen Boys
Michael Ross and Susie Shellenberger. & Bethany 
House, 2010. 190p. $13.99, paperback. 1 ISBN: 
978-0-7642-0749-5. 8 www.bethanyhouse.com 5 
248.845 Parent and teenager. Teenage boys—
Psychology.

Both Michael Ross and Susie Shellenberger 
have worked with Christian youth. Both are 

also former editors for Focus on the Family publications. As 
they write in the introduction to What Your Son Isn’t Telling You, 
“You’ll read what boys think and feel—and what they need 
from you—as they navigate a variety of challenges: confronting 
bullies; finding their ‘true identities’; battling lust and pornog-
raphy; abstaining from sex; questioning homosexuality; and 
steering clear of drugs, drinking and the social scene.” Filled 
with first-person accounts on each of the topics from preteens, 
teens, and young adults, the authors offer practical tips on how 
parents—especially mothers—can keep the lines of communi-
cations open and help their sons become mature Christians in 
thought, word, and deed. Each chapter presents commonsense 
guidelines as it identifies the changes boys go through physi-
cally, emotionally, and spiritually. The scripture references back 
up the authors’ main points and reflect a conservative point of 
view.    —Mary Lou Henneman

Fiction

The Hidden Flame
Davis Bunn and Janette Oke. & Bethany House, 2010. 
394p. $14.99, paperback. 1 ISBN: 978-0-7642-0742-6. 
8 www.bethanyhouse.com 5 Fiction  Bible. N.T.—History 
of biblical events—Fiction.
The increasingly turbulent time in Jerusalem 

following Christ’s crucifixion is the setting for 
The Hidden Flame, second in the Acts of Faith 
series  Abigail is a follower of the Way, as the 

group of Christ’s followers is called. Under Peter’s leadership, 
the group’s numbers increase daily, and this has the Jewish 
religious leaders on edge. There is, of course, another element 
of conflict—the Roman rulers.

Abigail has unknowingly attracted the attention of two men. 
A wealthy Jewish merchant, although not a follower of the Way, 
is a widower who needs a mother for his two young children. 
Linux, a Roman soldier who is captivated by Abigail’s charm 
and who becomes increasingly interested in the burgeoning 
group, is the second potential suitor.
The authors present a detailed and fascinating picture of what 

life in the early years of the first century might have been like. 
Against that background, in addition to Peter, we see in action 
Martha, Stephen, and Gamaliel, a powerful member of the San-
hedrin. The Hidden Flame is an excellent addition to Christian 
historical fiction collections.  —Beverly M. Bixler  

Love these reviews?
Support CSLA!

Renew your membership using the 

form on page 26.
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Somewhere to Belong
Judith Miller. & Bethany House, 2010. 364p. 
$14.99, paperback. 1 ISBN: 978-0-7642-0642-9. 
8 www.bethanyhouse.com 5 Fiction Amana Society—
Fiction. Iowa—History—19th century—fiction. Young 
women—Fiction.

Judith Miller’s novel Somewhere to Belong, 
the first title in the Daughters of Amana 
series, is set in Iowa’s thriving Amana 
colonies in the latter part of the nineteenth 

century. Established by devoted Christians, their inhabit-
ants believed in a simple, cooperative life of serving God. 
Johanna Ilg has known no other life than that of Amana. 
Although she loves it, she desires to see some of the outside 
world. That world comes to Johanna with the arrival of Dr. 
Schumacher, his wife, and daughter Berta from Chicago. The 
Schumachers’ reasons for leaving their upscale lives in the 
city are something of a mystery. They seem to know little 
about the strict rules that the Amana residents follow.
Johanna has charge of instructing Berta in Amana’s ways 

in general and kitchen duties in particular. Berta is an ex-
tremely spoiled young lady, and every day she creates new 
problems. As the plot unfolds, it is revealed that both fami-
lies have for years harbored secrets that have complicated 
their lives. By the end of Somewhere to Belong, the reconcili-
ation process has begun in both families as confessions and 
forgiveness are expressed. Each of the carefully developed 
characters has found somewhere to belong.

     —Beverly M. Bixler

Sixteen Brides
Stephanie Grace Whitson. & Bethany House, 2010. 
348p. $14.99, paperback. 1 ISBN: 978-7642-
0513-2. 8 www.bethanyhouse.com 5 Fiction War 
widows—Fiction. Homestead law—Nebraska—Fiction. 
Women pioneers—Fiction. Frontier and pioneer life—
Nebraska—Fiction.

Sixteen Brides is the story of sixteen wom-
en, all Civil War widows, who are persuaded 
to move to the Nebraska frontier with 

the promise of good land and a chance to start over. Each 
woman has a different reason for agreeing to the move. 
What they are not told is that the reason they were encour-
aged to relocate was to provide prospective brides for the 
men of Plum Grove. As the women eventually realize the 
true motive behind their invitation to the frontier, their true 
natures come to light, and their faith is tested. 

Stephanie Grace Whitson has provided a fast and interest-
ing read for fans of Christian historical fiction.

     —Ré Stooksberry

Listen
Rene Gutteridge. & Tyndale House, 2010. 413p. 
$12.99, paperback. 1 ISBN: 978-1-4143-2433-3. 8 
www.tyndale.com 5 Fiction Betrayal—Fiction. Inter-
net—Social aspects—Fiction. Neighbors—Fiction.

Marlo seems to be a quiet, idealistic small 
town, but something happens that shakes the 
core of trust among the inhabitants. Someone 
has established a website that is revealing 
people’s private conversations definitely not 

meant for public hearing. When Damien, who wants to expand 
his role from op-ed page editor at the local newspaper to inves-
tigative reporter, looks into who is responsible for the postings, 
he discovers more than he imagined. The pastor’s cat is hanged 
from a tree, one of the town’s police officers dies suddenly, and 
fights break out in homes because of what was said in private. 
Damien tries to find the culprit, prevent more turmoil, and 
protect his own wife and teenage kids.

Rene Gutteridge weaves an excellent Christian suspense novel 
that will keep you guessing until the final pages. 

    —Mary Lou Henneman

The Choice
Suzanne Woods Fisher. & Revell (an imprint of 
Baker), 2010. 308p. $14.99, paperback. 1 ISBN: 
978-0-8007-3385-8. 8 www.revellbooks.com 5 
Fiction Young women—Fiction. Amish—Fiction. Penn-
sylvania—Fiction.

Suzanne Woods Fisher’s first novel, The 
Choice, is a welcome addition to the bur-
geoning body of novels about the Amish. 
The title could not be more appropriate; 

multiple choices face the principal characters and compli-
cate all aspects of their lives.

Carrie Weaver and her boyfriend have decided to leave the 
Amish community where they grew up. Before Carrie can 
depart, her father dies, leaving Carrie with a series of choic-
es. Tragedy pursues Carrie, but she eventually finds love and 
experiences forgiveness for the false guilt and misconcep-
tions with which she has lived. In spite of their simple way 
of life, the Amish have dysfunctional families, too, and need 
the strong faith for which they are known.

The Choice is the first book in Revell’s Lancaster County 
Secrets series.    —Beverly M. Bixler

A Memory Between Us
Sarah Sundin. & Revell (an imprint of Baker), 2010. 
439p. $14.99, paperback. 1 ISBN: 978-0-8007-
3422-0. 8 www.revellbooks.com 5 Fiction World 
War, 1939-1945—Aerial operations, American—Fic-
tion. Air pilots, Military—Fiction. Americans—Great 
Britain—Fiction. B-17 bomber—Fiction.

A Memory Between Us continues the 
exploits of another Novak brother in the 
United States Eighth Air Force stationed 

in England during World War II. It is a sequel to A Distant 
Melody (Revell, 2010), the first of Sarah Sundin’s Wings of 
Glory series.

Injured when his B-17 Flying Fortress is hit by enemy fire 
on its return to England, Major Jack Novak awakens in the 
hospital. His nurse is Lieutenant Ruth Doherty. Thus begins 
a romance, although a seemingly one-sided one for much 
of the novel. Doherty shoulders responsibility for her or-
phaned siblings and harbors shame from her teenage years. 
Most of Major Novak’s problems stem from his personal and 
professional pride.

Sarah Sundin skillfully intertwines the themes of love, 
pride, sacrifice, and forgiveness in the lives of her principal 
and secondary characters. Set against a detailed back-
ground of World War II, A Memory Between Us will keep read-
ers’ interest to the last page.   —Beverly M. Bixler
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Jenna’s Cowboy
Sharon Gillenwater. & Revell (an imprint of Baker), 
2010. 330p. $14.99, paperback. 1 ISBN: 978-0-8007-
3353-7. 8 www.revellbooks.com 5 Fiction Texas—Fic-
tion. Iraq War, 2003—Veterans—Fiction. Post-traumatic 
stress disorder—Patients—Fiction.

In Jenna’s Cowboy, Sharon Gillenwater has 
written a good Christian romance with a twist. 
Jenna Callahan has grown up on her father’s 

Texas ranch. She knows how to handle herself around 
livestock and around people. When her marriage ends in 
divorce, she moves back home to be with her family and 
raise her son Zack. At the same time, Nate, having recently 
returned from a tour of duty in Iraq, is back home to recon-
nect with his own family. He returns a hero, but he suffers 
from PTSD (post traumatic stress disorder). When Nate and 
Jenna reconnect, there is an immediate attraction. Will their 
faith, their families, and their church help them reunite and 
overcome their problems together?
This first book in the Callahans of Texas series is perfect for 

fans of Christian romance novels. Look forward to Emily’s 
Chance, the second book in the series.

    —Mary Lou Henneman
 

Dreams that Won’t Let Go
Stacy Hawkins Adams. & Revell (an imprint of Baker), 
2010. 238p. $12.99, paperback. 1 ISBN: 978-0-
8007-3268-4. 8 www.revellbooks.com 5 Fiction. 
African Americans—Fiction. Families—Fiction. Conduct 
of life—Fiction. Texas—Fiction.

Indigo Burns should be filled with excite-
ment about her upcoming marriage, but her 
brother Reuben has moved back to town 

and she feels neglected by Mama and Daddy, who now do 
not have time for her. Why did Reuben have to move back 
home with his new family after so many years? Why does 
her younger sister, Yasmin, feel so resentful toward her 
parents when they refuse to let her work as a model? Even 
in the small town of Jubilant, Texas, there are many secrets 
and hurts. Healing is needed, and the new pastor has much 
to do.

Stacy Hawkins Adams has created wonderful characters 
and a powerful story in this third book of the Jubilant Soul 
series. Readers can piece together what has happened in 
the previous two books, but it would be better to read The 
Someday List and Worth a Thousand Words (both published 
in 2009 by Revell) first to capture the magic and discover 
how this family can learn to love unconditionally.

    —Mary Lou Henneman

Whisper on the Wind
Maureen Lang. & Tyndale, 2010. 419p. $12.99, 
paperback. 1 ISBN: 978-1-4143-2436-4. 8 www.
tyndale.com 5 Fiction World War, 1914-1918—Bel-
gium—Fiction. Belgium—History—German occupation, 
1914-1918—Fiction.

Whisper on the Wind, the second novel in 
Maureen Lang’s series The Great War, will 
please many readers—those who like histori-

cal fiction, suspense, and romance as well as those who 
want to see Christian characters in action.

With an American mother and a Belgian father, Isa Las-
sone grew up in Brussels, but before World War I the family 
emigrated to the United States. During her childhood and 
teenage years in Brussels, Isa had spent much time with the 
Kirklands, who ran a hotel and who had a son, Edward, five 
years older than Isa. She admired him greatly. Isa secretly re-
turns to Belgium, now occupied by German troops, with the 
purpose of getting Edward and his family out of the country. 
He is working for an underground newspaper and refuses 
to leave. His widowed mother will not go without him. Isa 
remains, risking danger by helping Edward. An interesting 
subplot illustrates with great sensitivity one of Jesus’ most 
difficult commands: that we love our enemies.

Maureen Lang creates strong, believable characters, not 
just by telling, but also by adeptly showing. In Whisper on 
the Wind, her skill is evident in the portrayal of the effects of 
war and of Christ’s love.    —Beverly M. Bixler 

The Spirit of the Place
Samuel Shem. & Kent State University Press, 2008. 
334p. $28.95, hardcover. 1 ISBN: 978-0-87338-
942-6. 8 www.kentstateuniversitypress.com 5 
Fiction Physicians—Fiction. New York (State)—Fiction. 
Families—Fiction.

The Spirit of the Place tells of an expatriate 
doctor called home in the aftermath of his 
mother’s death to face his own past. The 

terms of his mother’s will force him to stay in the town of his 
birth for a year and thirteen days.  

During his year back home, Orville Rose learns about his 
hometown, which had never quite felt like home. He covers 
for and eventually takes over the medical practice of the 
man who inspired him to enter medicine. He uncovers his 
mother’s history and gains new insight into his family. He 
learns to love.  

The Spirit of the Place reveals the tension inherent in serv-
ing a small, community-based medical practice in tough 
times, but that is not the heart of the novel. It is more a 
story of self-discovery—a tale of coming home to encounter 
one’s own past and character.  

Samuel Shem is best known for his novel The House of God 
(now in a Berkley reprint edition) and the insight it offered 
into the medical profession. While there is nothing overtly 
religious about The Spirit of the Place, it raises relevant is-
sues about community, relationship, and self-understand-
ing. These are universal struggles that every faith attempts 
to address. Winner of an Independent Publisher Book Award 
in Literary Fiction. —Rabbi Louis A. Rieser

The Silent Governess
Julie Klassen. & Bethany House, 2009. 442p. $14.99, 
paperback. 1 ISBN: 978-0-7642-0707-5. 8 www.
bethanyhouse.com 5 Fiction Governesses—England—
Fiction.
Julie Klassen’s The Silent Governess contains 

intrigue, romance, and a picture of life in an aris-
tocratic manor in nineteenth-century England. 
Main characters as well as secondary ones are 

harboring secrets and, in one way or another, all are related.
Olivia Keen flees her home in fear one night. She is retained 

first as a nurse and then as a governess for Lord Bradley’s young 



18    congregational libraries today

niece and nephew, who, with their mother, live on the estate. 
Olivia’s employment is meant to keep her from leaving and di-
vulging the conversation she overheard between Lord Bradley 
and his father. If known, the subject would be embarrassing, if 
not worse, for the aristocratic family.

Another mystery troubles Olivia while at Brightwell Court; 
she is unsure what has become of her mother and father. 
Just when the reader wonders how all these tangled threads 
can become unsnarled, Klassen ties them up nicely.

     —Beverly M. Bixler

For Children

Gonzalo Grabs the Good Life
Janice Levy. Illustrated by Bill Slavin. & Eerdmans, 
2009. 32p. $17.50, hardcover. 1 ISBN: 978-0-
8028-5328-8. 8 www.eerdmans.com 5 [E] Wealth—
Juvenile fiction. Roosters—Juvenile fiction.

When Gonzalo the rooster wins the lot-
tery, he packs his bags, voices his long list 
of complaints to farmer Don Chucho, and 
catches the first bus to Miami.

“His beak got stuck in the putting green.
‘My, caramba!’ Gonzalo said....
He joined a country club and bought a yacht.
But Gonzalo got seasick....
His feathers fell out in the hot tub.”

It does not take Gonzalo long to realize that his life at 
home on the farm really was not so much to complain 
about (not too much, anyway). When he returns, he is wel-
comed home. He now has plenty to crow about.
This delightfully humorous story, with Spanish words in-

terspersed throughout the English text, has equally humor-
ous illustrations. Gonzalo Grabs the Good Life would make a 
nice read-aloud book tie-in to lessons on the Parable of the 
Prodigal Son. For ages 5-9.  —Nanette Goings

Molly the Great Misses the Bus: A 
Book about Being on Time
Shelley Marshall. Illustrated by Ben Mahan. & 
Enslow, 2010. 24p. $21.26 ($15.95 with school and 
library discount), hardcover library binding. 1 
ISBN: 978-0-7660-3518-8. 8 www.enslow.com 5 
640'.43 Punctuality—Juvenile literature. Caring—
Juvenile literature.

Everyone knows one. Every family probably has one. Your 
best friend might even be one. Meet Molly the Great. She 
is one. She is always running late. Unfortunately for Molly’s 
friend Ben, they miss the bus. They are late for school, and 
Ben misses the chance to show everyone his new superhero 
cape.

Molly the Great realizes that Ben is sad and promises to 
think about his feelings the next time. This book is from En-
slow’s series Character Education with Super Ben and Molly 
the Great. Think about adding it to your congregational 

library for friends who are always late. Librarians, be warned. 
It will probably be returned late.

For grade levels K-3.    —Nanette Goings 

The Big Red Tractor and the
Little Village
Francis Chan. Illustrated by Matt Daniels. & 
David C. Cook, 2010. 36p. $12.99, hardcover.
1 ISBN: 978-0-7814-0419-8. 8 www.davidc-
cook.com 5 [E] Tractors—Juvenile fiction. Christian 
life—Juvenile fiction.

Every spring the little village brought 
out the big red tractor. They pushed and 

pulled him through the fields to get their fields ready to 
plant. Not until Farmer Dave found the tractor manual did 
the villagers realize the big red tractor has its own power 
and can do the work in much less time.
The Bible is our manual. It shows how, when we try to do 

it all on our own, life gets pretty tough. “But if we trust in 
Jesus, God gives us His Spirit so we’ll have new power: the 
power to love others and tell them about God.” This modern 
parable for kids aged 4-8 has stylized, eye-appealing illus-
trations with an adult-sized message. —Nanette Goings

Halfway Herbert
Francis Chan. Illustrated by Matt Daniels. & David 
C. Cook, 2010. 36p. $12.99, hardcover. 1 ISBN: 
978-0-7814-0418-1. 8 www.davidccook.com 5 
[E] Bible. N.T. Matthew XXII:37—Juvenile fiction. 
Honesty—Juvenile fiction. Conduct of life—Juvenile 
fiction.
“Herbert Hallweg was seven-and-a-half 

years old, three-and-a-half feet tall, and 
fifty-five-and-a-half pounds heavy. He had lots of friends, 
but none of them called him Herbert. Instead, everyone 
called him... Halfway Herbert.”

Halfway Herbert can never finish anything. He eats only 
half his meal, brushes only half his teeth, and lives his life 
getting things only halfway done. It is only when he gets in 
a bicycle accident and tells a half-truth that Herbert realizes 
God wants his whole heart—not just half of it—to love him. 
Herbert begins to live his life in a Matthew 22:37 way—with 
all his heart. 

Halfway Herbert includes a powerful commitment prayer. 
For ages 4-8.    —Nanette Goings 

Saints and Their Stories
Maria Loretta Giraldo. Illustrated by Nicoletta Bertelle. & Pauline Books 
& Media, 2009. 150p. $19.95, hardcover. 1 ISBN: 978-0-8198-7134-3. 
8 www.pauline.org 5 270.092 or Biography Christian saints—Biography—
Juvenile literature.

Saints and Their Stories presents historical and biographi-
cal information on eighteen popular Catholic saints. For 
Saint Peter, who after Jesus’ death was a leader of the early 
Roman church, there is an easy-to-understand retelling of 
Bible stories about Peter as Jesus’ disciple. There are also 
explanations of holy symbols associated with him and 
information about customs pertaining to Saint Peter at the 
Vatican in Rome. Readers learn that the feast of Saint Peter, 
the patron saint of fishermen, net-makers, and builders of 

>>  to page 22
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Doing Dewey
DEWEY CLASSIFICATION NUMBERS FOR MATERIALS ON 
EDUCATION, CUSTOMS, ETIQUETTE, AND FOLKLORE

   Many congregational libraries will contain at least some books 
about education. This will be especially true for congregations that 
are affiliated with a private religious day school. Most congregations 
will also have books about customs, etiquette, and folk tales. These 
subjects will be classed in the latter part of the 300s. These numbers 
have changed little between the thirteenth abridged edition of the 
Dewey Decimal classification (based on the twenty-first unabridged 
edition) and the fourteenth abridged edition (based on the twenty-
second unabridged edition).
   370 is the general number for education. 370.1 is the number 
for philosophy and theory of education, education for specific 
objectives, and educational psychology.
   371 is the general number for schools. 
371.07 stands for re- ligious schools. 371.1 
stands for teachers and teaching, includ-
ing parent-teacher relationships. 371.3 
stands for methods of instruction, including 
multi-media instruc- tion. 371.4 stands 
for student guidance and counseling. 371.5 
stands for school disci- pline. 371.8 stands for 
students, and 371.9 stands for special edu-
cation.
   372 stands for elementary education, including nursery schools. 
373 stands for secondary education. 374 stands for adult education. 
375 is the number for curriculum. 378 stands for colleges and uni-
versities in general; 378.3 is the number for student finance.
   379 is the general number for public policy issues in education. 
379.1 stands for specific elements of support and control of public 
education, including educational vouchers. 379.2 stands for specific 
policy issues in public education, including the place of religion in 
public schools and school desegregation. 379.3 stands for public 
policy issues in private education, including public support and 
educational vouchers.
   390 is the general number for customs, etiquette, and folklore. 
391 stands for costume and personal appearance. 392 stands for 
customs related to the life cycle, including wedding customs. 393 
stands for death customs. 394 is the number for customs in general. 
394.2 stands for customs of special occasions, including customs 
related to holidays, festivals, fast days, and birthdays. 395 stands 
for etiquette, and 398 is the number for folklore, fairy tales, and 
legends.
   I hope that you find this information helpful.
  —Susan E. Snyder, ssnyder@cuyahogalibrary.org
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Guides
Organizing a Library or Resource Center. Carol Campbell, 
Glenda Strombom, and Dianne Oswald. 2010. 32 p. $14.00; 
members $12.00. This guide represents a comprehensive 
and updated edition of three previously separate 
publications, all published by CSLA:  Setting up a Library: 
How to Begin or Begin Again, 2nd revised edition; Standards 
for Church and Synagogue Libraries, 2nd edition; and A 
Policy and Procedure Manual for Church and Synagogue 
Libraries: a Do-It-Yourself Guide, 3rd revised edition (Carol 
Campbell and Dianne Oswald were contributing members 
of the committee that produced this guide). An entirely 
new format has been created for this guide, featuring 
quick searching and clear procedures. Our goal in revising 
and merging three previously separate guides has been 
to provide one volume with sufficient instructions and 
illustrations for users to develop working 
manuals for their church or synagogue 
libraries.

Developing an Effective Library: Ways to 
Promote Your Congregational Library. Lois 
H. Ward. 2004. 48 p. $11.00; members 
$9.00. CSLA Past-president Lois Ward is an expert in 
promoting the library in your congregation and beyond—
from planning and budgeting as well as programs to get 
members in the door to promoting your library outside the 
doors of your congregation. So many smart ideas are here 
that you could not use them all in your lifetime. 

Fundamentals of Financing Your Congregational Library. 
Craig Kubic (orig. by Claudia Hannaford). 2008. $12.00; 
members $10.00. This guide will assist you in developing a 
realistic plan for the acquisition and careful management 
of financial resources that the library needs to be a vital 
part of the congregation. Includes thoughtful ideas on 
presenting a budget with the reasons for financing an 
excellent resource center for your members. 

Promotion Planning, All Year ‘Round. Claudia Hannaford and 
Ruth S. Smith. 3rd Rev. ed. 1996. 64 p. $11.00; members 
$8.00. This 64-page publication provides suggestions on 

what to publicize for your library, includ ing 
periodic and special items, to encourage 
participation in the use of the library. 
Includes a 12-month calendar outlining 
significant events for the congregation. 
Often used with Ward’s Developing an 
Effective Library –a sure way to make your 
library visible and irresistible. 

Bibliographies
Basic Book List for Church Libraries. 
Bernard Deitrick. 6th Rev. ed. 2002. 
20 p. $10.00; members $8.00. This 
text features a selection of annotated 
books to help you determine a 
right mix for your collection. A few 
of the topics are library resources, 
Bible versions, Christian education, 
Christian ethics, religious psychology, 
holidays, and children’s books.  A 

great place to begin if you are stocking a new library.  
Author and title index. 

Church and Synagogue 
Library Resources. Dorothy 
Rodda Sargent. 6th Rev. 
ed. 2003. $10.00; members 
$8.00. An invaluable guide 
to selecting a variety of book 
and non-book resources for 
the congregational library 
such as manuals, periodicals, equipment and supplies, 
and technical aids, among others.  Includes directory of 
publishers. 

Classic Religious Books for Children. Carol Campbell. 
2001. 48 p. $11.00; members $9.00. This bibliography 
provides a graded (infant-sixth grade) and anno-
tated subject listing of books about religion or containing 
religious themes, with suggested Dewey Classification. 

Helping Children Through Books: 
A Selected Book List. Patricia 
Pearl Dole. 4th Rev. ed. 2001. 
32 p. $10.00; members $8.00. 
This text features a graded 
(pre-school through junior high) 
and annotated subject listing of 
children’s books deemed useful in 
facing problems and establishing 
values, with suggested Dewey 
Classification.

Ordering information 
is available on

www.cslainfo.org
or

by calling CSLA at 800-542-2752

CSLA Publications for New
& Experienced Librarians
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DVD rentals from CSLA
Brodart’s Guide to Book Repair & Protection. 
[1 hr] Become an expert at your own pace.  Great 
training tool for library staff and volunteers.  Learn by 
watching everyday book repairs.  Shows techniques 
for hardcover, paperback, magazines, and pamphlets. 
$8.00 + postage for one month

Demco Collection Care Guide: Your Step-by-Step Instructions for Book & Magazine Protection 
& Repair.  [1 hr.]  Similar to Brodart’s Guide above, this program ends with a section called “Care & Repair 
of Optic Discs.”  Small illustrated booklet included.  $8.00 + postage for one month 

Preservation Orientation for Library Staff.  [74 min] UC-San Diego.  A series of lectures on the care 
and preservation of media for the university’s library.  There is valuable information here, even for small 
collections.  You may wish to show it in segments, such as when you are training new library workers.  
Two-month rental with Handling Books in General Collections (below).  $10.00 + postage for two months 

Handling Books in General Collections.  [11 min] UC-San Diego.  A succinct review of the “care and 
feeding” of the general collection.  This short DVD has an abundance of tips, such as keep your shelves 
just tight enough but not too tight; never carry more books than you can easily handle—use a book truck.  

These are great lessons for beginning librarians or as 
review.  Included with Preservation Orientation above.
 
Request from CSLA, 2920 SW Dolph Ct, Suite 3A, 
Portland OR 97219-4055; csla@worldaccessnet.com

DVD rentals from CSLA

Call for Nominations
2011 Rodda Award

for a Teen or YA Book
(must be specified as teen or YA by publisher)

Nominations for a teen’s book must: 
Ø have—first and foremost—strong
 spiritual content*
Ø exemplify excellent literature
Ø have a copyright date of 2009-2011
Ø be submitted by December 31, 2011

*spiritual is defined for our purposes as
having to do with God and/or relationship with God.

Make submissions to: 
Rodda Committee
c/o Judy Janzen
2920 Dolph Court Ste 3A
Portland OR 97219-4055
or
csla@worldaccessnet.com
(subject line: Rodda Award)

Please, submit nominations with:
Y author’s full name 
W publisher, publication date, ISBN
Y brief explanation for you choice
W your name, address, phone number
Y e-mail (if any)
W CSLA chapter (if one)

Index of 
Publications 
on the Web

Searching for just the right CSLA 
guide that might be helpful to 
you in your library ministry?  
Check www.cslainfo.org for a 
NEWLY REVISED index using top-
ics common to librarians.  Topics 
range from accessioning, circula-
tion, memorials, and posters to 
weeding.

If you don’t have access to the 
internet, try your public library 
for internet access, or call Judy 
Janzen at 1-800-LIB-CSLA.



22    congregational libraries today

bridges and ships, is celebrated on June 29. Other saints 
covered include Ann, John the Baptist, Paul, Cecilia, Francis, 
Benedict, and Catherine.

Entries are nicely illustrated by Nicoletta Bertelle. For ages 
7-10.     —Nanette Goings 

In the Beginning (Series: What’s in the 
Bible?)   (DVD)
Phil Vischer. 8 Tyndale House, 2010. 56 minutes. 
$14.99, DVD. 1 ISBN: 978-1-4143-3630-5. 8 www.
tyndale.com 5 220 Bible stories.

VeggieTales creator Phil Vischer offers the 
first in a thirteen-DVD What’s In the Bible? 
series that promises to be a must-have for 
congregational libraries serving children. 

The first light-hearted installment, In the Beginning, presents 
stories from Genesis using puppets, animation, catchy tunes, 
and plenty of good humor. Featured are such standouts as 
the country singer Chuck Wagon, the Sunday School Lady 
with her magic flannel graph, a Pirates Guide to Church His-
tory, and Popsicle Stick Theatre. Each DVD focuses on a big 
question—in this case, “Who Wrote the Bible?”
Teachers and parents will laugh and learn right along with 

the kids at this colorful and tuneful introduction to the 
Bible for toddlers, preschoolers, and viewers of any age. 

Rollout of What’s In the Bible? titles, such Let My People 
Go! (#2) and Israel Gets a King! (#5) continues through 2011. 
Highly recommended.   —Monica Tenney

For Older Children
& Teenagers

Bullying and Me: Schoolyard Stories
Ouisie Shapiro. Photography by Steven Vote. & 
Albert Whitman, 2010. 32p. $16.99, hardcover. 
1 ISBN: 978-0-8075-0921-0. 8 www.albertwhit-
man.com 5 371.5'8 Bullying—Juvenile literature. 
Bullying in schools—Prevention—Juvenile literature.
“Bullying is not new. It can happen to 

anyone. It’s important to remember that 
if you are bullied, you’re not alone. And 

it’s not your fault.”
Ouisie Shapiro has compiled real life stories of teens who 

were bullied or who were bullies themselves. Included after 
each short entry are words of advice from Dorothy Espelage, 
a professor of educational psychology and an expert on 
adolescent bullying. Also included at the end of the book 
are tips on how to deal with bullies. Even if you have never 
been bullied or have never been a bully, you may recall a 
time when you have seen it happen.

Readers of all ages will benefit from reading this book. It is 
a definite must-have for any congregational library serving 
older children and teenagers. It will make a good subject for 
group or family discussion.   —Nanette Goings

Losing Someone You Love:
Dealing with Death and Dying
Tracy A. Phillips. & Enslow, 2009. 104p. $31.93 
($23.95 with school and library discount), hardcover 
library binding. 1 ISBN: 978-0-7660-3067-1. 8 www.
enslow.com 5 155.9 Death—Psychological aspects—
Juvenile literature. Bereavement—Psychological 
aspects—Juvenile literature. Death—Juvenile literature. 
Grief—Juvenile literature.

Remembering September 11, 2001: 
What We Know Now
Mara Miller. & Enslow, 2010. 112p. $31.93 
($23.95 with school and library discount), hardcover 
library binding. 1 ISBN: 978-0-7660-2931-6. 8 
www.enslow.com 5 973.931 September 11 Terrorist 
Attacks, 2001—Juvenile literature. Terrorism—United 
States—Juvenile literature.

When young people are confronted with 
tragedy—the death of a loved one or the fear of attacks by 
forces beyond their control—they need someone who can 
help them understand their feelings. Enslow’s series Issues 
in Focus Today is a solid resource for youth and the adults 
who work with them. These volumes enable better under-
standing of difficult situations and provide valuable re-
sources to help young people work out their feelings. Titles 
in this series are good additions to congregational libraries 
that offer secular books. They are perfect for homeschoolers.

In Losing Someone You Love: Dealing with Death and Dying, 
attorney and educator Tracy Phillips sensitively discusses 
this difficult issue. Whether a young person loses a parent, 
grandparent, sibling, friend, or pet, the grieving process is 
tough. No two people feel or react exactly the same way, 
but there are common feelings and patterns. Phillips offers 
a variety of scenarios involving the loss of a loved one and 
relies on the Kübler-Ross model to explain grief and recov-
ery. There is a glossary of terms as well as a list of organiza-
tions and websites to contact for help.

Another book in the series deals with tragedy of a different 
sort. Remembering September 11, 2001 examines the horrify-
ing event that touched every American in some way, from 
losing family members to being riveted in horror to televi-
sion as the disaster unfolded. Most young people want to 
know why this happened, who caused it, how to deal with 
the magnitude of the attack, and how to move forward. 
Author Mara Miller, who has an undergraduate degree in 
psychology, explains the topic logically and clearly. She in-
cludes a timeline, a glossary, and suggested print and web 
resources for further study.  —Mary Lou Henneman

Ignite Your Faith: 365 Devotions to Set 
Your Faith on Fire
Editors of Campus Life’s Ignite Your Faith. & Revell 
(an imprint of Baker), 2009. 415p. $14.99, paper-
back. 1 ISBN: 978-0-8007-3388-9. 8 www.revell-
books.com 5 242.63 Christian teenagers—Prayers 
and devotions.
The lives of many Christian teens are 

focused on school, friends, texting, work, 
sports, and more. What about their relationship with Christ? 
Ignite Your Faith is a book that will get teens and young adults 

>>  from page 18
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to put down their iPods. It opens with clear instructions: 
readers can either follow the sequence of devotions, one per 
day, or look in the table of contents for topics that interest 
them. The easy-to-read entries will inspire young people to 
renew and develop their faith. 
The forty-eight topics cover issues such as stress, relation-

ships with parents, facing fear, questions about dating, and 
“lost causes and hopeless cases.” The daily entries begin with 
a question, a quote, or a story and continue with a prompt for 
journaling. The stories included are based on the lives of real 
teens and their faith journeys. Ignite Your Faith is excellent 
for high school and college students and could also serve for 
youth group discussion.  —Mary Lou Henneman

Always: A Teen Devotional: Words from 
the Rock
Melody Carlson. & Revell (an imprint of Baker), 
2010. 189p. $11.99, paperback. 1 ISBN: 978-0-
8007-3256-1. 8 www.revellbooks.com 5 242.63 
Christian teenagers—Prayer and devotions. Bible. N.T. 
Gospels—Meditations.

Melody Carlson’s Always is a simple but 
excellent collection of devotional exercises for 

teenagers. There are ninety short readings, each providing 
scripture, a brief message, and a prayer. 

Carlson, the author of over two hundred books, provides 
a helpful list of topics. This book will be useful not only for 
individual readers but also for devotions in youth group 
gatherings.    —Ré Stooksberry

Perfectly Dateless: A Universally 
Misunderstood Novel
Kristin Billerbeck. & Revell (an imprint of Baker), 
2010. 259p. $9.99, paperback. 1 ISBN: 978-0-
8007-3439-8. 8 www.revellbooks.com 5 Fiction Dat-
ing (Social customs)—Fiction. High schools—Fiction. 
Christian teenagers—Fiction.
The countdown has begun: Daisy Crispin has 

196 days to find a date for the prom. Since this 
is her senior year in high school, she wants to have at least 
one picture of herself with a boy to prove she is more than 
the nerdy girl who can recite quirky facts. Daisy feels overpro-
tected and controlled by her parents—she even has to wear 
the clothes her mother makes for her. While her parents want 
her to avoid making the same mistakes they made when they 
were her age, they fail to share their feelings with her. For her 
part, Daisy is embarrassed by her parents and longs to have 
the things her rich friend has, but she does not realize what lies 
beyond the fancy house and designer clothes.

Kristin Billerbeck has subtitled her book to reflect commu-
nication problems between teens and their parents. Perfectly 
Dateless is appropriate for high school girls as it deals with peer 
pressure, parental communication, and rebellion. There is also 
a mention of the “date rape” drug. This is an excellent book for 
Christian mothers and daughters to discuss with one another.

    —Mary Lou Henneman

   All cover images are used by permission of the publishers for this 
edition of  Congregational Libraries Today only. 
      Submit suggestions for media review to Monica Tenney, Media 
Review Editor, motenney@aol.com

CSLA Cares
CSLA makes a difference

in the lives of hurricane victims

   Five years ago Hurricane Katrina slammed into the 
New Orleans area, destroying so much in its path. 
Members of CSLA across the country saw a need and 
created the Katrina Fund to aid in restoring a church 
library in the area. 
   After a search, Prince of Peace Lutheran Church was 
chosen to receive the award of $1,500 that  CSLA had 
collected. This is their story, as told by Pastor David C. 
Goodine and  Kim Jovanovich of their church council.
   Prince of Peace had an active congregation of two 
hundred members and hosted a school of 180 stu-
dents from Prekindergarten through eighth grade. 
They had a library of music, children’s books, and Bi-
ble materials to serve their min-
istries. After the hurricane, the 
entire area was flooded. Some 
time passed before they 
could return and, “under 
police escort,” they found ev-
erything was damaged and 
moldy. None of the books could be saved.
   Now Prince of Peace is operating in concert with 
Camp Restore. The church has been re-fitted to house 
a campsite for volunteers who have come to rebuild 
New Orleans. The only books they have now are the 
ones donated by these volunteers who have come 
from multi-denominational mission groups. The 
church has a website if you would like to know more:
http://www.neworleanschurches.com/pofpeacelu-
th/princeofpeace.html.
   Recovery has been slow, but with our donation they 
plan to buy music resources, children’s books, coun-
seling books, family-oriented materials, and more. 
They plan to share their new library materials, espe-
cially with children and with the community that is 
re-populating. Pastor Goodine expressed the church’s 
deep gratitude for our Katrina Fund donation. Your 
caring gift has been unwrapped and will be given 
away again, through a rebuilding church library, first 
to their church, then on to reaching out to a recover-
ing community.
—Betty and Dick Burghduff,  Houston Area Chapter
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The news around the nation of our chapters is that we 
are moving ahead. Even in these difficult times, we need 
to meet together, share together, and pray together 
about the mission of congregational libraries.
 

Metro Atlanta Chapter met in October, hosted by 
Anita Lublink and her library committee at Harmony 
Grove UMC. Participants discussed favorite books in 
two interesting sessions based on summer conference 
workshops: “Fiction Books: A Novel Approach to Faith” 
and “Bibliotherapy.”  Helen Zappia was the featured 
speaker and, as Rodda Committee chair, she spoke of 
the awards criteria and selection process.  She displayed 
those books already nominated. By the time you read 
this, the January meeting will have taken place—at a 
cafeteria with a meal, speaker, and discussion about 
the books nominated for the Rodda Award. 
Here is a wonderful service that Metro Atlanta 
is offering their local members: if someone in 
the chapter cannot find computer access and 
needs a print copy of a publication, the chapter 
will see that a print copy is made available—
what a great service! Perhaps we could all help 
our chapters and affiliates with a similar offer.

Northeastern Ohio is an umbrella group that 
meets a couple of times a year but has six area groups 
that meet around the state at other times. The newsletter 
interestingly picks up features from the CSLA website, 
such as the questions and answers blog, the exciting 
news of CLT going online, and the recent posting of the 
proposed constitution and bylaw revision. Reports from 
the area groups proved most revealing. There was an 
emphasis on the Rodda Award and discussion about the 
basis for nominating a title. There was even a hands-on-
type workshop in which certain titles were evaluated, 
led by—guess who—our own Ms Rodda Award herself, 
Mary Lou Henneman. Other group activities included 
leadership in providing materials on health and health 
care and a demonstration of bulletin board promotion 
displays from a librarian who uses fiberboard/poster 
board. NE Ohio has four new members as of 31 
December 2010. Perhaps someone is taking up that 
challenge of the scholarship offer for the trip to the 
Washington DC conference! 

Congregational Library Association (national capital 
and suburban area) is busy preparing for this summer’s 

conference July 19-22 at the Hilton Washington Embassy 
Row. Look for the plans on the CSLA website (cslainfo.
org) and in the next issue of CLT. Like many newsletters 
theirs has some interesting book reviews.  One author of 
note is by Adam Taylor, Mobilizing Hope: Faith-Inspired 
Activism for a Post-Civil Rights Generation.  Taylor was 
associated with Shiloh Baptist (member of this affiliate) 
while serving a fellowship at the White House.

San Jose Bay Area continues its regular meetings, 
some as restaurant gatherings and some as brown bag 
venues at churches.  The December meeting was held 
at Sunnyvale Presbyterian.  The librarian, Julie Reilly, 
presented several ideas from her church’s programs.  
The church has a Safe Church Committee that provides 
training in the Safe Church Training Program several 

times a year for its members responsible for the 
physical safety of the church and relations with 
the congregation’s children (see safechurch.
com for more information).  Julie has built 
a collection relevant to these concerns and 
has a separate icon for them in the Sunnyvale 
Presbyterian Church online library  catalog (www.
svpc.us/calendar/library.php). Take a peek at her 
whole library website, which is attractive and well 

organized. For the December meeting members brought 
favorite Christmas books to share; some examples:  The 
First Christmas: What the Gospels Really Teach about 
Jesus’s Birth by Marcus Borg and Dominic Crossan; All Is 
Well: The Miracle of Christmas in July by Frank Peretti, 
illustrated by Gary Glover; In the Dark Streets Shineth: 
A 1941 Christmas Eve Story by David McCullough; 
Cat in the Manger written and illustrated by Michael 
Foreman; Christmas in Harmony by Philip Gulley; Away 
with the Manger: A Spiritually Correct Christmas Story, 
by Chris Fabry; Esther’s Gift (A Mitford Christmas Story) 
by Jan Karon. More Recent Children’s Christmas Books 
include: Christmas Is Here illustrated by Lauren Castillo 
(words from the King James Bible); The Golden Christmas 
Tree by Jan Wahl, illustrated by Leonard Weisgard; Joy 
to the World: Christmas Stories and Songs by Tomie de 
Paola, a compilation of The Night of Las Posadas, The 
Story of the Three Wise Kings, and The Legend of the 
Poinsettia; O Christmas Tree: Its History and Holiday 
Traditions by Jacqueline Farmer, illustrated by Joanne 
Friar; Voices of Christmas by Nikki Grimes, illustrated by 
Eric Velasquez.   —compiled by Dottie Lewis

Chapter Chatter
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Members’ Corner
Do you have news to share?  Have you started a blog or found a useful 
website? This corner is for you!  This is the place set aside for members to 
share ideas, triumphs, concerns, questions—anything and everything.  Send 
submissions for Members’ Corner to Jeri Zulli, jerzulli@live.com.

�

CSLA Library Services
Ideas, lists, suggestions, and more to help you serve your congregation!

All items are available free via e-mail; just download the order form from the CSLA website: cslainfo.org.
If you are unable to download the order form for e-mail, call 800-LIB-CSLA; 

there is a charge of .20/page + $1.50 postage.  
Note: The number of pages is listed in parentheses, followed by date of presentation or most recent revision.

__Doing Dewey (1) ‘07
__Fiction and Non-Fiction Books for Teens and
     Young Adults (14) ‘02
__General Judaic and Reference Works (13) ‘95
__Holy Terrors (5) ‘00
__Islam/Ramadan Bibliography (7) ‘01
__Web Sites for Congregational Librarians (3) ‘05
__Wit and Humor (5) ‘99

          For Teens and Children

__Helping Children Cope Through 
     Books and Media (14) ’04
__Multicultural (10) ‘01
__Seven Basic Needs of Children (4) ‘02
__Children’s Trade books for the Congregational 
    Library (1) ‘05

__Promotions, Tailor-Made (11) ’94 
__Reconsideration-Library Form (2)
__Resources Beyond the Walls (2)
__Sample Bylaws (2)
__Selecting Books-Jewish Library (4) ‘05
__Shelf Capacity Requirements (3)
__Steps to Begin a Library (3) ‘88
__The Library in Vacation Church School (3) ‘87
__Weeding & Inventory (3) ‘93

          Book Lists

__African-American Literature (4) ‘98
__Books Especially for Men (4) ‘98
__Books on Holocaust (5) ‘98
__Cultivating Spirituality (3) ‘02
__Death and Grief (3) ‘99

          Administration/Procedures

__The Art of Telling Bible Stories (8) ‘99
__Basic Library Supplies (2) ‘96
__Book Club “How To’s” (4) ‘04
__Cataloging Church Music (3) ‘97
__Choosing Fiction for the Religious Library (2)
__Creative Writing for CSLA and
     other Publications (2) ‘97
__Fun & Fund Raising Activities
     (5) ‘90
__Genealogy Sources (6) ‘99
__Library Memorial Program (9) ‘93
__Litanies for a Library Dedication (5)
__Materials Selection Policy (3) ’95
__Nine Ingredients for a Successful Library (2)
__Peddle Your Wares (14) ‘00

We are pleased to add Gaylord Brothers to the list of those library supply houses that offer 
us a discount.  If you have not dealt with them before you are in for a treat.  Gaylord is one of 
the largest library supply companies in the US.  They have office and furniture supplies, media 
protection and mending supplies, shelving, archiving materials, or whatever you need.  CSLA 
members may get the discount code from CSLA headquarters (800-LIB-CSLA).

CSLA’s webmaster, Robert Lewis, reports:

   At present, the CSLA website appears to be the preeminent website dedicated to congregational 
libraries. The American Library Association, on their own website, recognizes CSLA’s website prominence, 
both with specific regard to congregational libraries and to small libraries in general, and contains links to 
various CSLA website pages. In one reference, the ALA website states:
   The most comprehensive information on establishing and administering church and synagogue libraries 
is from the Church and Synagogue Library Association. This website is well-prepared, and many of their 
resources are applicable to all small libraries, regardless of purpose or location. See the CSLA Links page 
for brief lists of links to the websites of companies and organizations that can provide your library with 
library supplies and furnishings, library resources, and library software.
   (Source: http://www.ala.org/ala/professionalresources/libfactsheets/alalibraryfactsheet16.cfm)



26    congregational libraries today

From the CSLA office
Dear Friends:
 I wish you and your family a happy and safe new year!
   I have been reflecting over the last year about the 
struggles CSLA has been having and about all the 
possibilities for the year to come. As I 
think about both of these things I am 
proud of this organization and all the 
good things that we have to offer in the 
future.
   During the last year we have been seeking 
to firmly establish our organization in the 
twenty-first century by communicating 
via e-mail, putting the CLT online, 
updating our website to allow members 
to purchase our publications and make 
donations online, and combining three of our old 
guides into one extremely user-friendly edition. We 
have shared our mission, vision, and values with each 

other, and that has guided us during our journey. I am 
confident that our organization’s ability will lead us 
into a very successful year!
   As we think about our organization and its work, 

it is important for all of us to support CSLA 
financially and to volunteer our time at the 
national and chapter levels. You might also 
volunteer to be a mentor; or, invite yourself 
to someone’s congregation to see the library 
and invite that person to become a member 
of CSLA. This is a time to connect with each 
other in love and prayer, and to confirm our 
commitments and acknowledge our support 
for each other. I encourage you to take some 
time this year to do just that.

   Thank you for all your hard work and dedication, and 
I look forward to sharing a challenging and successful 
new year with you.    —Judy

CHURCH AND SYNAGOGUE LIBRARY ASSOCIATION
501 (c) (3) Tax Deductible Organization

Membership for Calendar Year January 1, 2011 - December 31, 2011

Please print neatly in all blank spaces.

Please send CSLA mail to   ______Home   or   _____Congregation  (check one)

I am a  _____New   or   _____Renewing Member (check one) of _______________ Chapter

Name ______________________________________________ Circle one below:

Address  ___________________________________________ Individual    $50

City______________________State ______Zip+4_________ Canadian/International  $55

Congregation ______________________________________ Congregational   $70

Address  ___________________________________________ Canadian/Intl Congregational $75

City____________________State _______Zip+4___________ Affiliate    $100

Name of Representative ____________________________ Additional Contribution to CSLA $____

Phone (home)____________  Congregation__________________ 

Fax______________________  E-mail_________________________  Total Enclosed $____

Please note there is a $15 charge for returned checks.  
Chapter dues should be paid directly to the chapter itself.
Mail your dues payment to:

CSLA
2920 SW Dolph Ct, Suite 3A

Portland OR 97219-4055
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Executive Committee
Marjorie Smink president

Evelyn Pockrass first vice president, 
president elect

Marianne Stowers second vice president, 
membership

Dick Burghduff  treasurer
Rusty Tryon past president, personnel
Cheryl Cutchin chapters coordinator

J. Theodore Anderson 
2011 conference chair

Committee Chairs
Jeri Baker awards 

Alrene Hall continuing education, 
correspondence course

Pat Shufeldt finance
Vacant fund raising

Rusty Tryon nominations & elections
Dottie Lewis publications

CSLA Representatives
Vera G. Hunter center for the book

Staff and Other
Judy Janzen administrator

Dottie Lewis archives coordinator
Tom Fountain  financial assistant

Jeri Zulli  publications editor
Monica Tenney  media review editor

Robert Lewis  web master

www.cslainfo.org
2920 SW Dolph Ct., Ste. 3A

Portland OR 97219-4055

Telephone 503-244-6919, 800-LIB-CSLA
Facsimile 503-977-3734

E-mail csla@worldaccessnet.com

The LiBRARYSOFTTM

Small library discount package
Only $495 !

(Regular price $1078 - includes all items below)

The Full Version of LiBRARYSOFT (regular $595):
• Includes all LiBRARYSOFT Modules: Catalog, Circulaton, OPAC 
(including Kid’s OPAC and Internet Versions), MARC, Acquisitions, 
Notices & Inventory, Serials, Security, Report Generator and more.
• Language formats include Hebrew, Chinese and Spanish.
• Six months of free Customer suport and upgrades
• Training CD Included.

Locking Self-Circulation, OPAC, Catalog (regular $149):
• Prevent users from accidentally or intentional damaging your 
computers. Unauthorized users cannot delete or access hard drive 
control even if they reboot the computer.

AutoCataloguing (regular $95):
• Use the barcode scanner along with AutoCataloguing to quickly 
and easily acquire data by simply scanning in the ISBN number of 
the item. from any z39.50 site. It can even retroactively scan your 
database read ISBN numbers that are in the data and fill out the 
missing fields.

Receipt Printer (regular $130):
• This compact printer quickly prints high quality barcode labels, 
library card labels, receipts.

ECO Barcode Scanner (regular $99):
• Our most popular scanner. This durable hand held scanner 
reads barcode labels from up to 3 inches away.
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