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telling OUR story
BY MARCIA TRAUERNICHT

What is a story? Is it a tale for young 
children, with fanciful characters 
and settings? Is it a simple fable or a 
parable, with a moral truth at its core? 
Does it capture your imagination, or 
does it trigger an emotion or make you 
think? Is it truth, or is it fiction? Out of 
curiosity, I checked the Oxford English 
Dictionary to see how many definitions 
were listed for “story.” There were nine, 
with a long list of variations. So, yes 
(and more) to all of the above. Now 
you may be asking “Why all the interest 
in the definition of a story?” 

The story is one of the earliest forms 
of communication, preceding any 
written records. Stories have been used 
to teach, explain, entertain and ensure 
that religion, history and culture are 
passed along to succeeding genera-
tions. People react to stories; people 
remember stories.

If you share a story about yourself 
with others, a bond often develops—
they can relate to you, and in doing so 
become more interested in you and 
supportive of you. This same principle 
also works for businesses and organi-
zations. What story can a business or 
organization tell to you that connects 
with you?

Librarians are stereotyped as being 
quiet and unobtrusive. This is a “story” 
in the fictional sense: I know many 
who work in all types of libraries, 
and I know many of you. However, 
as congregational librarians we are 
so busy in just doing our work and 

providing our service, we don’t take 
time to promote our libraries as well 
as we can. Marketing is often an 
uncomfortable task for those of us with 
little experience in this area. This is 
true for libraries in general, for small 
non-profits—
and this is also 
true for CSLA.

At the end of 
the last confer-
ence, a member 
came up to me 
and said “This 
is such a great 
conference, and 
it is a shame that 
more people 
didn’t come. 
We’ve got to get 
the word out!” And to carry this com-
ment further, CSLA is a great organiza-
tion, and we’ve got to get the word out! 

How will we do this? By each of us 
telling our story of how CLSA has 
helped us become better congregational 
librarians, and how belonging to CSLA 
has improved our library’s services 
and has helped individual members of 
our congregation. Your story is part of 
CSLA’s story. The next step is to get our 
stories told, so that our work can reach 
others.

I’ll be working diligently to help 
CSLA and you tell stories that will 
resonate with others and to share 
techniques and tips on how to do so for 
different audiences.

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Marcia Trauernicht, 
CSLA President

Telling Your Story.  

http://cslainfo.org
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Rodda Award nominations now being accepted

NOMINATIONS FOR THE 2016 RODDA AWARD ARE DUE NOVEMBER 15 

Rodda awards
Searching for EXCELLENCE
BY BEV ETZELMUELLER, RODDA AWARD CHAIR

As the chair of the Rodda Book Award selection 
committee, in the spring I completed the process 
of selecting the 2015 winner. As you read in the 
last issue of Congregational Libraries Today, Rabbi 
David Zaslow’s book Jesus: First Century Rabbi was 
chosen. It was a great honor to present this award 
to Rabbi Zaslow. 

What did I learn from this first year as chair of 
the Rodda Committee? By far, the greatest reward 
for me was that I felt honored to represent CSLA 
and that the organization along with the commit-
tee held to the highest criteria in determining the 
winner. When looking over the award winners of 
previous years, there is no doubt that a standard of 
literary excellence was the priority. 

For example, in Heart of a Shepherd (winner of 
the 2010 YA/Teen award) by Rosanne Parry, we can 
easily agree that the book is of high spiritual and 
literary quality. Heart of a Shepherd is a beautiful 
portrait of ordinary people who do the right things 
for the right reasons. This book features a cast of 
strong and morally positive characters with strong 
spiritual traits. It is evident that a higher power plays a major role in the lives portrayed. 

In using these high standards, the Rodda Committee seeks nominations for the 2016 
AWARD FOR YOUNG ADULTS/TEENS. We are asking for your nominations by 

Nov. 15, 2015. Feel free to submit up to three nominations for this category from books 
published in 2013-2015. We rely on your recommendations for the nominations, or there 
would be no winner. Complete the nomination form and submit it to Judy Janzen at csla@
worldaccessnet.com. Your nomination will be reviewed by the committee keeping the 
high standards of the Rodda Award and CSLA close to heart. 

2010 Rodda Award Winner

Classic 
Religious 
Books for 
Children:
An Annotated 
Bibliography  
by Carol Campbell & 
Evelyn Pockrass. (2015). 
Completely redone from 
the previous edition. 
Carefully researched with 
helpful annotations and 
notes. Here are the very 
best children’s religious 
books from several faith 
traditions. $14/$12 + S&H
CSLA BIBLIOGRAPHY

mailto:csla@worldaccessnet.com
mailto:csla@worldaccessnet.com
mailto:cslaeditor@gmail.com
mailto:ebosman%40ad.nmsu.edu?subject=
mailto:csla@worldaccessnet.com
http://cslainfo.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/2016_Rodda.pdf  
mailto:csla@worldaccessnet.com
mailto:csla@worldaccessnet.com
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Doing Dewey: Using Table 1 to make Dewey 
classification numbers more precise

DOING DEWEY
USING TABLE 1 TO MAKE DEWEY CLASSIFICATION 
NUMBERS MORE PRECISE

BY SUSAN SNYDER
ssnyder44147@gmail.com

Four tables in the Dewey Decimal Classification are used 
to make classification numbers more precise, by provid-
ing additional numbers that can be added on to the base 
number. While Dewey uses several tables, this article deals 
only with Table 1: Standard Subdivisions. Numbers from 
the tables are never used alone. 

The Standard Subdivisions have changed very little 
between the 21st, 22nd, and 23rd unabridged editions of the 
Dewey Decimal Classification, from which the 13th, 14th, and 
15th abridged editions are derived.

Added as needed—Standard Subdivisions may be used 
as needed with any base number from the main sched-
ules, except where there are other instructions in the main 
schedules. For example, many of the further subdivisions 
of -08 (Groups of people) may not be added to 248.808 
(Guides to Christian life for specific groups of people). 
Other numbers listed in the main schedules are used in-
stead.

It should be noted that very small libraries seldom need 
to use standard subdivisions for most of their collection. 
For instance, a library may have so few books in the 500s 
that there is no need to break them down past their basic 
Dewey numbers. However, even a small library may have 
so many books in one area, such as the 248s, that further 
subdivision in that area is useful.

Adding a decimal point—When adding a Standard Sub-
division makes the completed classification number longer 
than three digits, insert a decimal point between the third 
and fourth digits of the completed number.

Dropping a zero—Unless there are other instructions 
in the main schedules, drop the 0 at the end of the number 
from the main schedules before adding the standard sub-
division. For example, 250 is the base number for the local 
Christian church and Christian religious orders, and 250.3 
would be the number for a dictionary of the local Christian 
church and Christian religious orders.

Combining Standard Subdivisions—Combine two 
Standard Subdivisions from Table 1 only if there is a note 
saying this is allowed. Standard Subdivisions may be added 
to subdivisions of 04 (Special Topics) listed in the main 
schedules. For example, 280 is the base number for de-
nominations and sects of the Christian Church. For this 
number, there are instructions in the main schedules of the 
unabridged Dewey manual not to drop the 0 before adding 
standard subdivisions. Under this number, a special topic is 

listed: 280.042, which stands for relations between denomi-
nations and has a note “Class here ecumenical movement.” 
The classification number for a book on the philosophy and 
theory of the Christian ecumenical movement would be 
280.04201.

Priority—At the beginning of Table 1, there is a list of 
which Standard Subdivisions get priority when more than 
one applies.

Adding zeros—Do not add more than one zero when 
adding a standard subdivision unless the main schedules 
tell you to do so. 

Example 1: 265—Christian sacraments and other rites 
and acts. A note in the main schedule reads: “Standard 
Subdivisions are added for sacraments and other rites and 
acts together, for sacraments alone.” Because there are no 
other notes under this number regarding Standard Subdivi-
sions, a dictionary of Christian sacraments would have the 
classification number 265.03.

Example 2: 266—Christian missions. An instruction in 
the main schedule says “.001-.008 Standard Subdivisions.” 
Therefore, the classification number for a dictionary of 
Christian missions would be 266.003. 

Table 1 consists of the Standard Subdivisions
-01 Philosophy and theory, including terminology

-02 Miscellany, including humorous treatment and 
further subdivisions for illustrations, the subject 
as an occupation or hobby, directories, equipment, 
computer applications and listings of products and 
services

-03 Dictionaries and encyclopedias

-04 Special topics, when specified in the main 
schedules

-05 Serial publications, including almanacs

-06 Organization and management

-07 Education, research and museums (often further 
subdivided)

-08 The subject among specific groups of people (often 
further subdivided)

-09 History, geographic treatment and biography

The table above summarizes information taken from the Dewey Decimal 
Classification editions cited in this article.

mailto:ssnyder44147@gmail.com
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Library Limelights: Keeping yours in the spotlight

BY DOTTIE LEWIS
DEGLEWIS@GMAIL.COM

LIBRARY LIMELIGHTS
KEEP YOURS IN THE SPOTLIGHT

NOVEMBER
At the Denton conference this sum-

mer, Kar-Ben Publishing had its usual 
great selection for purchase. Their 
edition of My Very Own Jewish Cal-
endar was available. Not only is this 
beautiful, but informative. In looking 
through it for November ideas, there 
was a great article about how Jewish 
Book Week came about. Did you know 
that Fanny Goldstein 
was the first female 
Judaica librarian? 
She was also the first 
woman to direct a 
Massachusetts branch 
library. She created 
a Jewish Book Week 
for that branch that 
was finally adopted 
around the country. It 
was so popular that in 
1943 it became a month-long tradi-
tion. There is more than Thanksgiving 
to use “to get them in the library.”

Then there are birthdays to feature: 
November 29: Louisa May Alcott, 
Madeleine L’Engle, and C. S. Lewis. 
November 30: Mark Twain. There are 
many, many others.

November might be a good time to 
encourage books for Hanukkah and 
Christmas gift giving. Try Welcome to 
Library Land. Show off all the literature 
genres that would make the perfect 
gift. That should be a lot of fun to do. 
You can decorate with the materials, 
do write-ups for the weekly bulletin 
and newsletter, splash signs all around 
about what to buy. Last year someone 
gave us a stack of fake books with a 
gauzy ribbon tied around. Looked 
great in displays. That’s an “easy do!”

Focus on Communities is celebrated 
this month. Communities include 
families, schools, religious congrega-
tions, neighborhoods, community 

services, and others that you can think 
up. That should cover a good bit of 
your collection.

National Adoption Month for No-
vember should be a great time to 
feature all those orphan stories. Have 
you ever stopped to consider how 
many of your books feature orphans? 
It is almost a genre of its own. It is true 
that probably not as many stories as we 
would like end in adoption, but then 
that’s life.
DECEMBER

As said before in this column, De-
cember rather takes care of itself. You 
might also begin to consider the major 
children’s literature awards coming 
up in the first of the year—Newberry, 
Caldecott, Sidney Taylor, Printz, et. al.
JANUARY

January offers innumerable oppor-
tunities. There is always the weather 
– The Weather Outside is Frightful. 
(Curl up with a Good Book.) A rock-
ing chair, a quilt, and a book say it all. 
Upstart has a great set of materials 
with penguins and the theme Read-
ing is Cool. But you don’t have to buy 
a lot. Penguins, snowflakes, white 
tissue paper, and cotton balls are easy 
to come by. Reading is Sno’ Much 
Fun! Toys sleds (or pictures of same,) 
snowflakes, cotton balls again, blue sky 
background, done!

Have you gotten some of those T 
pins that were mentioned here quite 
some time ago? You can use those to 
put up actual objects on a bulletin 

board. Some objects (that’s books, 
people) may take several pins and 
some engineering to anchor securely, 
but it can be done. There are several 
lengths of T pins, so get the longest 
ones for books and other heavy 
materials. Shorter pins work well for 
smaller items and create good 3-D 
effects on your board. Flat bulletin 
boards are b-o-o-r-r-ing!

January 2 is National Science Fiction 
Day. This is certainly a booming genre. 
There are sci-fi materials everywhere 
to be used for decorating. Just cut 
out a few ads from magazines and 
newspapers. 

But for all these materials there 
is the computer. Have you tried 
Google images? What a find that has 
turned out to be! You can request just 
about anything and there are dozens 
(100’s?) of graphics to choose from. 
Try “storyteller with children,” or 
“Abraham and Sarah,” or “Darth Vader 
and Luke.” You will be spoiled for 
choice. That’s a promise. Some of these 
are copyrighted and you would have to 
pay. Still there are so many to choose 
from that purchase will probably not 
be necessary.

Happy decorating, publicizing, 
getting the word out and helping 
readers grow.

These are T pins!

Fanny Goldstein, 
the first female 
Judaica librarian.

mailto:deglewis@gmail.com
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Contributing author Meghan Harper 
references some books of inspiration

BY MEGHAN HARPER 
CONTRIBUTING AUTHOR

As we enter into the autumn 
season of awe-inspiring leaf 
color, migrating birds and 

breathtakingly beautiful morning 
skies, we see nature in all its glory. 
The autumn season breathes with 
change. As humans we observe and 
experience much change throughout 
our lives, and in many cases nature 
inspires us. We see the miracle and 
fragility of life in the small green twig 
growing from a rock, the nest perched 
at the topmost branch of a tree, the 
small but persistent trickling of water 
wandering through stones. All offer 
up reason to ponder and to celebrate 
the existence of natural beauty.

But ask the animals, and they will 
teach you, or the birds of the air, 
and they will tell you; or speak to 
the earth, and it will teach you, or 
let the fish of the sea inform you. 
Which of all these does not know 
that the hand of the Lord has 
done this? —Job 12:7-9

Inspiration can come in many 
forms, and many library visitors seek 
inspiration through books. The fol-
lowing books share a message of hope 
and peace in experiencing the natural 
world. They offer new perspectives 
on finding peace in the everyday and 
learning life lessons in unlikely places. 

I Wish You 
More by Amy 
Krouse 
Rosenthal, 
illustrated by 
Tom Lichten-
held. Chroni-
cle Books, 
2015. $14.99. 

ISBN: 9781452126999
“I wish you more ups than downs,” 

and thus begins a hopeful and inspir-

ing series of wishes for the future. Us-
ing rhymes, wordplay and metaphors 
to wish “more” blessing on the reader, 
the author shares the wonder of 
ordinary moments. Publishers Weekly 
suggests this book is “hopeful and up-
beat and certain to reassure children 
that they are loved.” This book would 
be an enjoyable read for children and 
caregivers everywhere. 

Recommended for ages 4 to 8. 

Flash: The 
Homeless 
Donkey Who 
Taught Me 
About Life, 
Faith, and 
Second 
Chances by 
Rachel Anne 
Ridge. Tyndale 
House 
Publishers, 

2015. $19.99. ISBN: 9781414397832
This book, told from the view point 

of artist and designer Rachel Anne 
Ridge, tells the story of a stray donkey 
who wanders into the Ridge family’s 
driveway and subsequently works 
his way into their hearts. The author 
writes of the lessons learned while 
facing life’s most difficult issues and of 
insights gained from her equine pal. 
The Chicago Tribune calls this book 
“charming and funny.” Visit http://
rachelanneridge.com/flashthedon-
key/ to view the promotional trailer 
and enjoy the free devotional down-
load “Finding God in Your Everyday 
Moments.” Check out the free down-
loadable bookmarks with inspira-
tional messages such as “Find your 
passion: Passion leads to purpose.” 

Go to page 22 of this issue to read Rabbi 
Amy Scheinerman’s review of Flash.

Cold 
Tangerines: 
Celebrating the 
Extraordinary 
Nature of 
Everyday Life 
by Shauna 
Niequist. 
Zondervan, 
2010. $16.99. 
ISBN: 
9780310329305

Cold Tangerines is a collection of 
stories that captures vignettes of or-
dinary moments that yield extraordi-
nary spiritual insight. Niequist is the 
author of three other books, Savor: 
Living Abundantly Where You Are, 
As You Are; Bread & Wine and Bit-
tersweet. You can check out Niequist 
on YouTube and see a summary of 
memorable quotes from Cold Tan-
gerines on GoodReads at http://www.
goodreads.com/work/quotes/800906-
cold-tangerines-celebrating-the-extraor-
dinary-nature-of-everyday-life. 

A Down to 
Earth God: 
Devotionals 
for the Nature 
Lover by Garry 
Genser. New 
Life Publishing 
House, 2007. 
$12.95. ISBN: 
9780978557300

In this 
collection of 

nonfiction stories that connect to 
Scripture, the author shares everyday 
experiences to highlight God’s 
connection in our lives. Relevant 
passages of Scripture follow each 
story. This book could be used for 
family or group devotionals. 

BOOKS OF INSPIRATION
IN REFERENCE TO …

>>

http://rachelanneridge.com/flashthedonkey/
http://rachelanneridge.com/flashthedonkey/
http://rachelanneridge.com/flashthedonkey/
http://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/800906-cold-tangerines-celebrating-the-extraordinary-nature-of-everyday-life
http://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/800906-cold-tangerines-celebrating-the-extraordinary-nature-of-everyday-life
http://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/800906-cold-tangerines-celebrating-the-extraordinary-nature-of-everyday-life
http://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/800906-cold-tangerines-celebrating-the-extraordinary-nature-of-everyday-life
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What is a promotional kit?

Beyond the 
Homestretch: 
What Saving 
Racehorses 
Taught Me 
About Starting 
Over, Facing 
Fear, and 
Finding My 
Inner Cowgirl 
by Lynn 

Reardon. New World Library, 2009. 
$15.95. ISBN: 978-1577319566

This is the story of author Lin Rear-
don’s journey from being a Washing-
ton DC office worker to opening a 
racehorse placement program called 
LOPE (LoneStar Outreach to Place 
Ex-Racers) in Texas. The author 
shares the horses’ second-chance 
stories, making them the stars of this 
inspiring book. Visit http://beyon-
dthehomestretch.com/ to view a 
sample download from the book, view 
a book trailer and meet the horses.

Inspiration 
from the Sea: 
A Collection of 
Bible Quotes 
About the Sea 
(Nature...Ever 
Fresh and 
Unfolding 
Series, Book 1) 
by Elvy Rolle. 

Amazon Digital Services, 2013. $2.99. 
ASIN: B00FGG7WBS 

Rolle presents a compilation of 
beautiful nature photography and 
selected Scriptural passages that focus 
on the sea. Enjoy inspiration and 
peace from viewing the book’s tran-
quil trailer at https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=7tq4jXY2vRc. This 
book is only available as a digital book 
from Amazon.com.

Country 
Roads 
and 
Pickup 
Trucks: 
One 
Woman’s 
Observa-
tions 
About 

Life Lived in the Slow Lane; A 
Collection of Humorous and Inspi-
rational Essays by Jean Boles. Boles-
Books, 2012. $1.99. ASIN: 
B002PHMMPC

This humorous and inspirational 
collection of essays will remind you of 
the joy and wonder you can find in 
everyday life. The author’s strong 
connection to nature and her ground-
ing in the simple pleasures of the 
Earth will encourage the reader to 
look around and give thanks for the 
quite blessings in life. Available only 
as a digital book from Amazon.com.

Stay: Lessons 
My Dogs 
Taught Me 
about Life, 
Loss, and 
Grace by Dave 
Burchett. 
Tyndale House, 
2015. $17.99. 
ISBN 978-
1414397931

When Dave’s best friend, a Lab-
rador retriever named Hannah, is 
diagnosed with cancer, he must evalu-
ate what she means to him and how 
she has influenced his life. He discov-
ers that he has much to be thankful 
for and that Hannah has taught him 
a lot about faith, kindness, and how 
to trust a higher power. Visit http://
www.daveburchett.com/my-books/
stay-lessons-my-dogs-taught-me-
about-life-loss-and-grace/ to view 
the book trailer and visit the author’s 
webpage. You can also visit YouTube 
to see two videos from the author 
about the book and his dog.

What is a Promotional Kit?
Public libraries are often the focus for queries from 

congregational librarians seeking specific information 
on establishing or reestablishing a library in their con-
gregation. 

The Church and Synagogue Library Association has 
made available to public libraries kits containing a vari-
ety of materials designed to assist church and synagogue 
librarians with their specialized collections.

The kit, delivered in a pamphlet shelf file box, can be 
either displayed or shelved. The kit contains six CSLA 
guides:

Cataloging and Classification
Developing an Effective Library (promotion)
Fundamentals of Financing Your Congregational 

Library 

Organizing a Library or 
Resource Center 

Selecting a New Library 
Cataloging and Circulation 
Computer System 

Subject Headings 
A complete list of our CSLA guides and bibliographies 

is sent with the kit. It also contains a sample of issue 
of Congregational Libraries Today and other selected 
brochures to assist church and synagogue librarians in 
their ministries.

The total cost delivered to a library of your choice is 
$65.00. Please consider a purchase for your neighbor-
hood / local library. Contact Judy Janzen, CSLA Ad-
ministrator, 1-800-542-2752 or csla@worldaccessnet.

http://beyondthehomestretch.com/
http://beyondthehomestretch.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7tq4jXY2vRc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7tq4jXY2vRc
http://www.amazon.com/
http://Amazon.com
http://www.daveburchett.com/my-books/stay-lessons-my-dogs-taught-me-about-life-loss-and-grace/
http://www.daveburchett.com/my-books/stay-lessons-my-dogs-taught-me-about-life-loss-and-grace/
http://www.daveburchett.com/my-books/stay-lessons-my-dogs-taught-me-about-life-loss-and-grace/
http://www.daveburchett.com/my-books/stay-lessons-my-dogs-taught-me-about-life-loss-and-grace/
tel:%281-800-542-2752
mailto:csla@worldaccessnet.com
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How to improve our skills 
as congregational librarians
BY MARIA ISABEL GARCIA, 2ND VICE-PRESIDENT 

Life is a long-learning course for everything we do. The most enjoyable days are those 
involved in searching, planning and deciding the best approach to a new task, especially if we 
do it with someone else.

Our 48th CSLA Conference at the University of North Texas 
in Denton this past July was a case in point. We had to search, 
plan and make decisions on how to create opportunities for all 
of us to improve our skills as congregational librarians, and we 
had fun in the process. 

Networking is an invaluable tool, and we should look for 
opportunities to use it. We need to make our work known to 
other librarians through whatever channels we can use. Our 
library website at All Saints Catholic Church in Texas has been 
a source of many new connections with librarians in other 
states. Recently, Theresa Burling, member of a Catholic church 
in Ohio, was pleased to receive copies by email of the All Saints 
Parish Resource Library’s policy and procedures manual and 
style book. We had made our first contact with Theresa in 
2011.

In Theresa’s own words: 
I benefited from talking with you and receiving your 
information back in 2011. There are other parish libraries 
in my area, but they suffer from a lack of organizational 
structure that has impeded their growth (actually caused 
them to be a collection of books rather than active 
libraries). Your organizational structure was helpful for me 
to see (I have no library science background) as a way to 
prevent the static collection of books that I have seen in the 
abovementioned libraries.
You put a strong foundation in place and by having 
structure, you helped influence my thought process and 
some of the discussions and ideas that I have had since I 
have read your materials. I can see how the structure can possibly prevent problems down the 
line.

It is interactions like this that can benefit all of us in our efforts to improve our skills as 
congregational librarians. Let us continue to LEARN together!

The word LEARN itself can be an acronym 
for what made our experience in Denton so 
valuable:

Learn – We all Learned something new and 
contributed to the learning of others. 
How?

Exchange – by Exchanging ideas, questions, 
suggestions and support

Attend – by Attending workshops and 
presentations that helped us discover new 
ideas and introduced us to new concepts

Revision – Revision was needed as some 
of our carefully made conference plans 
hit unexpected snags. Our work as 
congregational librarians also forces us to 
revise and adapt constantly.

Networking – Best of all was the Networking 
that took place throughout the conference. 
We made new acquaintances, enjoyed 
seeing old friends and promised to stay in 
touch.

Pioneer’s
Endowment Fund

Donations & bequests to Pioneers Endowment Fund will help  
ensure CSLA’s financial health now and in the future.

Consider sending a gift today to the CSLA office,  
marking it for the Pioneer’s Endowment Fund.

How to improve our skills as congregational librarians



Chapter Chatter: Several chapters have news/events
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Marcia Trauernicht, 
Chapters Coordinator

INDIANA
The Indiana Chapter’s fall workshop was held Sept. 26, 

and included a tour of the Christian Theological Seminary 
(CTS) Library and Congregational Resource Center. 
The chapter’s business meeting and lunch at the MCL 
Cafeteria followed. Located at 1000 W. 42nd Street in 
Indianapolis, Indiana, CTS originated in 1855 as the North 
Western Christian University, and from the beginning 
was committed to abolitionism. It later became Butler 
University, and the seminary soon became the Butler 
School of Religion within that university, one of the few 
programs to be open to persons of all denominations, to 
women and to people of color, plus having a rabbi serve 
on its faculty. This was ground-breaking in the early 20th 
century. In 1958, the school left Butler University and 
became the Christian Theological Seminary. Information 
about the CTS Library may be found at http://cts.
libguides.com/library/home and more on CTS itself at 
http://www.cts.edu/. 

The business meeting included a report of the recent 
CSLA conference, plus a review of the latest CSLA bibli-
ographies/guides now available for purchase. The chapter 
thanked Marie Rogers for her many years of serving as the 
Chapter Guides Librarian, as she recently stepped down 
from that position.

NORTH TEXAS
What’s new with the North Texas Chapter? A new 

website! Be sure to look at chapter news, information and 
upcoming events now available at https://cslanorthtexas.
wordpress.com/. The chapter’s fall event, held October 25, 
was its annual visit to Logos Bookstore, 6620 Snider Plaza, 
Dallas, Texas, which featured owner Rick Lewis providing 

The Indiana Chapter toured the Christian Theological Seminary (CTS) Library and Congregational Resource Center.

SOUTHWEST PENNSYLVANIA
Here’s a new/old idea for garnering publicity for your 

chapter: the Southwest Pennsylvania’s summer meeting 
received a great article in the local newspaper. Check it out 
at https://www.indianagazette.com/news/indiana-news/
church-librarians-share-ideas-for-growth,22578218/ : 
“Church librarians share ideas for growth” by Caitlin Birch. 
Contact your local media now! 

updates on publishing trends and new resources for the 
holidays. (Rick gave a similar presentation at the 2015 
conference that was very well received.) 

SAN JOSE BAY AREA
The library at St. Thomas Episcopal Church in Sunnyvale, 

California, was the location for the Setpember  14 meeting 
of the San Jose Bay Area Chapter. The agenda consisted 
of an overview of the 2015 CSLA Conference, and the 
finalization of plans for the chapter luncheon to be held 
on November 2 at the Union Presbyterian Church, Los 
Altos, California. Featured speaker for the event was Gage 
McKinney, author of A High and Holy Place: a Mining 
Camp Church at New Almaden and When Miners Sang: The 
Grass Valley Carol Choir, among other titles.

Southwest Pennsylvania got good publicty from its 
meeting.

>> 

http://cts.libguides.com/library/home
http://cts.libguides.com/library/home
http://www.cts.edu/
https://cslanorthtexas.wordpress.com/
https://cslanorthtexas.wordpress.com/
https://www.indianagazette.com/news/indiana-news/church-librarians-share-ideas-for-growth,22578218/
https://www.indianagazette.com/news/indiana-news/church-librarians-share-ideas-for-growth,22578218/
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Ordinary people are making extraordinary accomplishments. So nominate them for a CSLA award. 

>> article continued from page 8

DELAWARE VALLEY
Ministering to those in or leaving 

the prison system was the theme of 
the Delaware Valley Chapter’s fall 
meeting, held September 26. Keynote 
speaker Orian Greene discussed her 
work in the Changing Lives through 
Literature program. Created 24 years 
ago, the program provides a three-
month course of reading and discus-
sion for parolees in a group consisting 
of parolees, probation officers and 
judges. The desired outcome of the 
program is to reduce recidivism of 
parolees, and encourages better choic-
es and improved attitudes of those 
participants. For more information, 
please go to the program’s web site at 
http://cltl.umassd.edu/home-html.
cfm .

Speaker Patricia Fleming is the 
Women’s Chaplain at Liberty Minis-
tries http://www.libertyministries.
us/ and spends most of her time 
working with women behind bars. 
She spoke about her work, espe-
cially that of developing a program to 
provide women “a safe home to grow 

personally and spiritually.” The third 
speaker was Ron Muse. Under the 
sponsorship of the Mennonite Central 
Committee (MCC) East Coast, he is a 
peace worker who interacts with the 
prisoners of the Philadelphia Deten-
tion Center. 

Described by member Marjorie 
Smink in the chapter’s fall newslet-
ter is her involvement with “Books 
through Bars” http://booksthrough-
bars.org, a Philadelphia-based volun-
teer organization that delivers 2,000 
books per month to prisoners in the 
region and sponsors correspondence 
courses for prisoners, among many 
other things. Do you know if there is 

a similar organization in your area? If 
so, this may be an opportunity for you 
and your chapter to provide a service 
to the community. 

NORTHEASTERN OHIO
The Northeastern Ohio Chapter’s 

second annual “Share and Learn” 
event occurred on October 3, 2015, 
in Uniontown, Ohio. Following a 
presentation by Mary Lou Henneman 
on writing reviews, members shared 
their current favorite books and also 
an information Q & A session. All 
this was followed by a “bring a salad 
to share” lunch!

The Delaware Valley Chapter focused its last meeting on prison ministry.

 Submit your award nominations now

Ordinary People—EXTRAORDINARY accomplishments

CSLA is seeking nominations of individuals and libraries who 
should be considered for one of the following categories:

Outstanding Congregational Library

Outstanding Congregational Librarian

Outstanding Contribution to Congregational Libraries

Helen Keating Ott Award for Outstanding Contribution to 
Children’s Literature

Pat Tabler Memorial Scholarship Award

BY JOY CRYER, AWARDS COMMITTEE CHAIR
You may know of ordinary people serving 

congregational libraries who extend themselves to 
extraordinary limits.  They provide encouragement 
and purpose in our field of congregational 
librarianship.  CSLA wants to know about these 
people and honor them at our national conferences.

Go to the CSLA website www.cslainfo.org/
awards-2 for forms and more detailed information. 
There is also a separate form to volunteer to be 
on the Awards Committee. Your help will be 
appreciated.

Don’t wait until the March 31, 2016 deadline to 
submit your nomination. Beginning work early 
gives you time to get answers to any questions that 
might arise.

http://cltl.umassd.edu/home-html.cfm
http://cltl.umassd.edu/home-html.cfm
http://www.libertyministries.us/
http://www.libertyministries.us/
http://booksthroughbars.org
http://booksthroughbars.org
http://www.cslainfo.org/awards-2
http://www.cslainfo.org/awards-2
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Cataloging in Publication changes

Will you join us?
Your membership renewal and donations help us provide the latest information to assist you 
in your library ministry. Congregational Libraries Today is the best quarterly journal to help 
YOU as a congregational librarian with informative articles, media reviews, information about 
publishers, software, our excellent guides and bibliographies, as well as our annual conference. 
We have several of our guides and bibliographies in process of revision to make sure that you 
will have the latest and best information available.

CHURCH AND SYNAGOGUE LIBRARY ASSOCIATION
501(c) (3) Tax Deductible Organization

Membership Renewal Form for January 1, 2016 – December 31, 2016
Please send CSLA mail to: ____Home ____Congregation____Resource Center

Name  _________________________________________________________
Address ________________________________________________________
City _____________________________  State ______  Zip+4 ____________
Congregation/Resource Ctr. ________________________________________
Address  ________________________________________________________
City _____________________________  State ______  Zip+4 ____________
Phone:  ___________________________    ________________________
 Home Library/Resource Center

Fax ____________________________________________________________
E-mail _________________________________________________________
Students: Name of School _________________________________________
Graduation Date _________________________________________________
Credit Card #  ___________________________________ CSV# ______________
Expiration date  _______________________________________________
 We accept Visa / MasterCard  3 digit # on back of card
*Duplicate form to add as many individuals to your Congregational or Affiliate membership as desired. Congregational/Resource Center & Affili-
ate memberships now cover unlimited number of individuals as approved by your committee or group.

We now have a Virtual Chapter of CSLA for our members. All you have to do is contact Marcia Trauernicht, Chap-
ters Coordinator at marciatmail@gmail.com or the office at csla@worldaccessnet.com We will be sure that you are 
added to the Virtual Chapter members list.

CIRCLE ONE
• Individual - $50

• Individual Canadian - $55usd

• Library/Resource Center - $70

• Canadian/Int’l/Resource Ctr - $75usd

•  Student - $20

• Affiliate - $100

FRIENDS OF CSLA $ ______________

Total Enclosed $ ________________

$15 charge for returned checks

Mail to: 
CSLA
10157 SW Barbur Blvd #102C
Portland OR 97219-5957

Cataloging in Publication (CIP) changes
Effective no later than October 1, 

2015, Library of Congress is making 
major changes to the format of the 
CIP data which appears on the back 
of title pages. Changes are based on a 
2014 survey where institutions were 
asked what should be kept, added, or 
removed from the CIP Data Block 
to meet the needs of the twenty-first 
century bibliographic environment. 

Contents will no longer follow a 
“card catalog” layout. Descriptions 
of both print and ebook versions of a 
book are now included in a single CIP 
record. BISAC subject headings, used 

by bookstores and some libraries, 
have been added along with genre/
form (GSAF) terms. 

A summary with examples, Cata-
loging in Publication Data Block  
(WORD document),  is available on 
the Library of Congress website. 

Introducing the New CIP Data 
Block and New CIP Data Block Fre-
quently Asked Questions contain 
additional information.

Revisions to the data printed in 
books will not impact MARC records 
created by Library of Congress. 

—Pat Shufeldt

Disaster 
Management 
Planning 
for Small Libraries 
By Laura Dallas. (2015) Disaster 
can strike at any time. This is an 
excellent guide for producing 
a plan to be ready when “IT” 
happens. Succinct and to 
the point. $10/$12 + S&H

CSLA GUIDE

mailto:marciatmail@gmail.com
mailto:csla@worldaccessnet.com
http://loc.gov/publish/cip/news/CIP_DB_Fields.docx
http://loc.gov/publish/cip/news/CIP_DB_Fields.docx
http://loc.gov/publish/cip/news/lccn_art.html
http://loc.gov/publish/cip/news/lccn_art.html
http://loc.gov/publish/cip/news/data_faq.html
http://loc.gov/publish/cip/news/data_faq.html
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new media for your library
fresh citations

topics
FICTION  11
MEDIA  15
AGING  16
ARTS AND CRAFTS  16
TEXTS AND TRADITIONS  16
BIOGRAPHY  17
DEATH AND DYING  19
HOLIDAYS  19
MEDITATIONS  19
MINISTRY  20
PARENTING  21
POETRY  21
SPIRITUAL LIFE  21
CHILDREN/YOUNG ADULT  23

fresh citations: new media for your library

FICTION
Buried Secrets  
(Men of Valor, Book 1)
Irene Hannon. Revell, 2015. 328p. $15, 
paperback. ISBN: 9780800721268. Avail-
able as an e-book. www.revellbooks.com 
Romantic suspense fiction. Veterans – Fic-
tion. Police – Fiction..

Lisa Grant thinks life as a police 
chief in a small town will be 
much easier than her career had 
been in Chicago, but when a 
human skeleton is uncovered at 

an excavation site, she teams up with ex-Navy SEAL Mac 
McGregor to discover the person’s identity. When it turns 
into a homicide investigation, discovering the victim’s 
identity and solving the case take on greater urgency. 
It becomes evident early on who the killers were, but 
how can the two investigators find proof after so many 
years? Also, Mac and Lisa are both single and looking 
for meaningful relationships, but can they balance their 
personal and professional lives? In this first book in the 
Men of Valor series, author Irene Hannon creates a plot 
with plenty of action and a strong romantic interest 
between the main characters. Recommended especially 
for Christian women who enjoy romance and suspense 
novels.—Mary Lou Henneman

The Christmas Joy Ride
Melody Carlson. Revell, 2015. 176p. $11, 
hardcover. ISBN: 978-0800719678. Avail-
able as an e-book. www.revellbooks.com 
FIC Christmas stories.

Eighty-six year-old widower Joy 
Jorgensen loves Christmas so 
much that she has learned to use 
the Internet to create her own 
blog aptly named Christmas Joy. 
Recently, Joy ran a contest on 
the blog. The reader meets Joy 

as she is preparing the winners’ prize packets. Intrigued 
by Joy’s flurry of activity, neighbor Miranda is pulled into 
Joy’s plan to personally deliver the prizes. The two hop 
into an RV and begin a cross-country tour. When the ride 
is interrupted, Miranda must complete the task alone. 

The author creates likable characters by weaving 
together bits of each protagonist’s life into one story. 
Although the ending is a little rushed, readers will experi-
ence a light-hearted tale of Christmas giving appropriate 
for any library.—Ellen Bosman

A Place in His Heart
Rebecca DeMarino. Revell, 2014. 330p. 
$15, paperback. ISBN: 978-0-615-89863-6. 
Available as an e-book. www.revellbooks.
com FIC Great Britain-History-Stuarts, 
1603-1714-Fiction. New York (State)-Histo-
ry-Colonial period, ca. 1600-1775-Fiction. 
Marriage-Fiction. Persecution-England-
History-17th century-Fiction.

A Place in His Heart by Rebecca 
DeMarino spans the decade from 
1630 to 1640. Pressured by her fa-
ther to marry a wealthy Londoner 

whom she does not love, Mary Langton rebels. After 
meeting Barnabas Horton, a handsome widower with two 
young sons, she vows she will marry him. She encounters 
several obstacles to their marriage. Not until after they 
marry does Barnabas reveal that he intends to move to 
the New World because of the religious persecution that is 
increasing daily. Mary is devastated but she goes with him. 
His obsessive devotion to his deceased wife is a second 
obstacle. Mary accepts it graciously. DeMarino makes 

www.revellbooks.com
www.revellbooks.com
www.revellbooks.com
www.revellbooks.com
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this issue’s reviews
Action Art: Hands-On Active Art 

Adventures ............................................ 16
The Angels on my Tree ........................... 25
The Beauty of Grace: Stories of God’s 

Love from Today’s Most Popular 
Writers  .................................................... 20

Breathing Room: Letting Go  
So You Can Fully Live .......................... 21

Building Your Volunteer Team:  
30-Day Change Project  
for Youth Ministry ................................ 20

Buried Secrets  
(Men of Valor, Book 1) ........................ 11

The Calm Center: Reflections 
and Meditations for Spiritual 
Awakening ............................................. 19

The Christmas Joy Ride .......................... 11
Chumash Mesoras Harav - Chumash 

with Commentary Based on the 
Teachings of Rabbi Joseph B. 
Soloveitchik - Sefer Shemos. ........... 16

The Chutzpah Imperative:  
Empowering Today’s Jews  
for a Life that Matters ......................... 22

Confessions of a Ninja Mom:  
A 40-Day Training Manual  
for Empowering Mothers .................. 21

A Faithful Farewell: Living Your  
Last Chapter with Love ...................... 19

The Father’s Love (DVD) ......................... 14
Flash .............................................................. 22
Give Yourself a Break: Turning  

your Inner Critic into a 
Compassionate Friend ....................... 22

God, Faith & Identity from the 
Ashes: Reflections of Children 
and Grandchildren of Holocaust 
Survivors ................................................. 18

Gone Without a Trace (Logan  
Point Series, Book 3) ..................... 12

Hidden Inheritance: Family Secrets, 
Memory, and Faith.  ............................ 17

I Lay My Stitches Down: Poems of 
American Slavery.  ............................... 21

The Innocent .............................................. 13
Instead of Watching TV: 99  

Activities to Help Kids Unplug ........ 16
Just for Today, Saint John XXIII ............. 24
Keeping Christmas ................................... 13
The Legend of Saint Nicholas ............... 24
Love Letters from the Edge:  

Meditations for Those Struggling 
with Brokenness, Trauma,  
and the Pain of Life ............................. 20

Loving Later Life: An  
Ethics of Aging ..................................... 15

Nonna’s Hanukkah Surprise .................. 23

No Place to Hide (Hidden Identity 
Series, Book 3) ...................................... 13

People of the Book: Five Hundred 
Years of the Hebrew Book from the 
Beginning of Printing 
until the Twentieth Century ............. 17

A Place in His Heart .................................. 11
Prom Date (Dating Games Series, 

Book 4) .................................................... 23
Rare Earth (Marc Royce, Book 2).  ........ 13
Red ................................................................ 25
The Season of the Nativity:  

Confessions and Practices 
 of an Advent, Christmas,  
& Epiphany Extremist ......................... 19

The Spacious Heart: Room  
for Spiritual Awakening ..................... 22

The Trouble with Patience. .................... 14
Virtuous (DVD) ........................................... 14
When Calls the Heart: Trials of  

the Heart (DVD) .................................... 15
When Hope Blossoms ............................. 14
With an Outstretched Arm:  

A Memoir of Love and Loss, 
Family and Faith.  ................................. 18

Your Life Still Counts: How God Uses 
your Past to Create a Beautiful 
Future ...................................................... 23

it clear that Barnabas loves Mary but he cannot bring 
himself to say it. After nearly ten years, no children, and 
not hearing ‘I love you,’ she wants to return to England. 
Will she? Will she remain on Long Island? Will they ever 
have a child? Will Barnabas realize what is destroying his 
marriage? DeMarino ends her novel with the answers.

In a note from the author at the end of the novel, DeMa-
rino describes her research. The protagonists were real 
people, her eighth or ninth great-grandparents. Because 
actual records were scarce, it had to be a fictionalized ac-
count based on what was available.—Beverly M. Bixler

Gone Without a Trace (Logan 
Point Series, Book 3)
Patricia Bradley. Revell, 2015. 328p. $15, 
paperback. ISBN: 9780800722821. Avail-
able as an e-book. www.revellbooks.com 
FIC Private Investigators-Fiction. Missing 
Persons-Fiction.

Livy Reynolds is a good 
homicide detective, but after 
an accidental shooting in the 

line of duty her confidence is shaken. When a Dallas 
private investigator shows up on the scene to look into 
the disappearance of an influential senator’s missing 
granddaughter, the two connect on a professional 
level to solve the crime. Not only do they have other 
current cases to handle, but Livy never did believe her 
cousin left town two years ago voluntarily. There are 
too many similarities between the two cases. Award-
winning author Patricia Bradley has again created a 
strong Christian thriller in her latest Logan Point series. 
The action is fast-paced and has plenty of twists to keep 
readers enthralled. But the underlying tone of trust 
and forgiveness brings the characters to life and makes 
them memorable. Recommended for fans of Christian 
romance/suspense novels. —Mary Lou Henneman

All cover images are used by permission 
of the publishers for this edition  

of Congregational Libraries Today. 

www.revellbooks.com
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The Innocent
Ann H. Gabhart. Revell, 2015. 384p. $15, 
paperback. ISBN: 978-0-8007-2341-5. Avail-
able as an e-book. www.revellbooks.com. 
FIC. Christian Fiction. Romance. Shakers-
-Conduct of life.

Ann H. Gabhart has a talent 
for creating well-developed 
characters who make difficult 
or unusual situations credible. 
Such is evident in The Innocent. 
In September 1865 Carlyn 

Kearney’s situation is distressing. She is about to be 
evicted from her home. Two years earlier she was 
notified that her husband, fighting with the Union 
Army, was missing. She does not know whether he 
is dead or alive and she has no means to pay the 
remaining sum owed on their house. She seeks refuge 
in the nearby Shaker community. The Shakers take her 
in but, a strongly independent person, Carlyn has a 
difficult time adjusting to their way of life. However, her 
faith sustains her. When mysterious and troublesome 
events begin, those in charge of the residents become 
suspicious of Carlyn. In his contact with Carlyn, the 
town’s sheriff begins to have romantic feelings for her 
but, not knowing whether she is a widow, she will not 
let herself return the feeling. How will it all be resolved? 
Read The Innocent to find out.—Beverly M. Bixler

Keeping Christmas
Dan Walsh. Revell, 2015. 224p. $12, hard-
cover. ISBN: 978-0800721190. Available as 
an e-book. FIC Christmas stories.

Empty-nesters Stan and Judith 
Winters are experiencing their 
first Christmas without their 
children and grandchildren. 
Judith is taking this particularly 
hard and cannot get into the 
holiday spirit. The tree is up but 
undecorated as Judith finds it 

difficult to look at each of the children’s homemade 
ornaments, even the ugly ornaments. Stan is very 
concerned, as is Judith’s friend Betty, and each try to 
distract Judith from her funk, buying her gifts, taking 
her on outings and arranging for Judith to use her 
craft skills at a local shop. Nothing helps. Finally, Stan 
hits upon an idea and he goes to great lengths, even 
making a personal sacrifice, to raise Judith’s spirits. 
Although somewhat predictable, this simple story is 
written in a style accessible to young adults and adults. 
Contains light religious overtones.—Ellen Bosman

No Place to Hide (Hidden 
Identity Series, Book 3)
Lynette Eason. Revell, 2015. 329p. $15, 
paperback. ISBN: 9780800722104. www.
revellbooks.com FIC. Romantic suspense 
fiction. Terrorism investigation-Fiction. 
Terrorism-Prevention-Fiction. 

When Jackie Sellers unex-
pectedly runs into her former 
school friend, Ian Lockwood, 
the reunion is far from typi-
cal. Is he really a terrorist being 

hunted by the FBI or did he inadvertently receive volatile 
information intended for someone else? How can Ian 
prove his innocence, and will Jackie finally believe him? 
Lynette Eason takes readers on a roller coaster ride of 
nonstop action as the duo find strength through faith 
and friendship in this explosive thriller. Each book in the 
Hidden Identity series can stand on its own merits with a 
general theme connecting them. Highly recommended 
for fans of Christian romance and suspense.—Mary Lou 
Henneman

Rare Earth 
(Marc Royce, Book 2). 
Davis Bunn. Bethany House, 2012. 363p. 
$15, paperback. ISBN: 9780764209062. 
www.bethanyhouse.com. FIC Suspense 
fiction. International relief-Kenya. Refugee 
camps-Kenya. Mines and mineral resourc-
es--Kenya. 

Marc Royce is a troubleshooter 
for the U.S. State Department 
and has been called to 
investigate corruption in the 
Kenyan refugee camps. Intrigue 

abounds with the kidnapping of Serge, an Israeli worker 
in the camp, and the displacement of many of the native 
villagers by the local military under the guise of U.N. 
orders. 

Trusting in his faith and listening to God’s call to action, 
Marc arms himself with the strong support of Philip, a 
Christian pastor, Levi, the father of Serge, and with many 
important connections in the scientific community, 
uniting both Christian and Jewish men and women 
to unravel the underlying conflicts. It also takes many 
village chiefs who are true believers to protect their 
people from losing their homes. Christian romantic 
suspense thriller fans will appreciate the fast-paced 
action, the various subplots, and the emphasis on 
putting faith in listening to God’s direction in the lives of 
the main characters. Even though this book can stand on 
its own merits, read Lion of Babylon, the first book in the 
series. Winner of the Christy Award (2013).—Mary Lou 
Henneman

www.revellbooks.com
Innocent.In
Innocent.In
www.revellbooks.com
www.revellbooks.com
www.bethanyhouse.com
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The Trouble with Patience.
Maggie Brendan. Revell, 2015. 330p. 
$15, paperback. ISBN: 978-0-8007-2264. 
www.revellbooks.com. FIC Man-Woman 
Relationships-Fiction. Frontier and Pioneer 
Life-Montana-Fiction. Montana-Social Life 
and Customs-19th Century-Fiction.

Readers who like historical 
novels, a tender love story and 
mystery will find them all in The 
Trouble with Patience by Maggie 
Brendan. In the spring of 1866, 
Patience Cavanaugh inherits her 

grandmother’s boardinghouse. She moves to Nevada 
City, a rough gold-rush town in the Montana Territory, to 
take charge of the establishment. Almost immediately, 
Patience and Jedediah Jones, the two strong-willed pro-
tagonists, meet. Jones, the town’s marshal, has a ques-
tionable reputation due to past activities. In spite of their 
antagonistic beginning, a romantic relationship slowly 
develops between Patience and Jedediah. 

Maggie Brendan has created interesting characters 
whose attitudes and behavior change, shaped by 
their awareness of the need for forgiveness, but slowly 
enough for the changes to be credible.—Beverly M. 
Bixler

When Hope Blossoms
Kim Vogel Sawyer. Bethany House, 2012. 
350p. $15, paperback. ISBN: 978-0-7642-
0787-7. Available as an e-book. baker-
publishinggroup.com/bethanyhouse FIC 
Mennonites-Fiction.

With strands of loss, change, 
and the search for peace of mind, 
Kim Vogel Sawyer has woven the 
fabric of the plot of When Hope 
Blossoms. In an attempt to es-

cape memories surrounding her husband’s unexpected 
death a few years before, Amy Knackstedt moves with 
her three children to Weaverly, Kansas. The Old-Order 
Mennonite woman buys a rural property just outside of 
town. Her neighbor, Tim Roper, is also grieving the loss 
of his wife and young son in an auto accident. Having 
abandoned the Mennonite faith years before, he is not 
enthused about having Mennonite neighbors.

Amy’s children wander onto Tim’s property, begin-
ning a series of unintended and, at times, unavoidable 
encounters between the neighbors. Ironically, Tim and 
the children become very fond of each other. Will the 
same feeling develop between Tim and Amy? If so, many 
changes will have to occur in Tim’s life and attitudes. 
Sawyer does an admirable job in realistically portraying 
Tim’s struggle.—Beverly M. Bixler

MEDIA
The Father’s Love (DVD)
Word Film, 2015. 82 minutes. $15, DVD. www.wordfilms.com. FIC Christian 
drama.

Now that she is living in New York City, Sarah is a young 
woman trying to balance finding love and developing 
her career as a photographer. However, is Reece her per-
fect soul mate or is he just manipulating her affections 
for his own satisfaction? Can she ever let go of the hurt 
from her early childhood and learn forgiveness not just 
for others but also for herself? Sarah needs to discover 
who are her real friends and find faith and hope through 
Christ to give her life a clear direction. Nominated for the 
Harlem International Film Festival, the title is the key to 
Sarah’s personal and career struggles. Recommended for 
a mature audience.—Mary Lou Henneman

Virtuous (DVD)
JC Films, 2015. 124 minutes. $20, DVD. www.VirtuousFilm.com. Women-
Drama. Bible. Proverbs XXXI-Drama. Self-esteem-Drama.

Sometimes the people who look the most respectable 
and virtuous in outward appearances can be the most 
devious and destructive in their hearts. The opposite is 
true of Simone Burner, a young girl who has had a rough 
life, but is now accused of murdering Patrick Walters, the 
son of the most influential man in town. No one seems 
to believe her when she says she was defending herself 
against rape. 

The basic theme focuses on women having self-respect 
and acknowledging they are “daughters of the King” 
and loved by God as stated in Proverbs 31. A few other 
storylines involve a judge being emotionally and verbally 
abused by her husband, a police officer and the pain she 
feels after her pending divorce, and a U.S. female soldier 
captured by male terrorists in Afghanistan. 

It takes the wisdom of a caring social worker as well 
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Shopping at 

Use CSLA’s website as your portal and a 
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3Click on GO 

1Go to cslainfo.org. 

as a lawyer and his wife to shed light on the truth. The 
message is simple as the film centers on how the church 
can support women in their struggle to break free of hurt 
and humiliation and realize their true potential and faith 
in God. Recommended for mature teens and up.—Mary 
Lou Henneman

When Calls the Heart: Trials of 
the Heart (DVD)
Word Films, 2015. 88 minutes. $15, DVD. 
www.wordfilms.com FIC Christian films. 
Romance films. Coal mine accidents-Dra-
ma. Women’s Rights-Drama.

In this latest movie based on 
the Janette Oke series, the rela-
tionship between Constable 

Jack and the strong-willed 
teacher Elizabeth moves to a 
more serious level. But when 

she is called back to her home in Hamilton due to her 
mother’s illness, the situation might take a different turn 
as Elizabeth reconnects with Charles, a childhood friend 
and employee of her father. Back in Coal Valley, the 
widows of the last mine disaster have taken the owner to 
trial. Will the owner’s power influence the judge? Can the 
prosecuting attorney, who is a woman, prove her case? 

This is another quality Hallmark film to be enjoyed by the 
entire family.—Mary Lou Henneman

AGING
Loving Later Life: An  
Ethics of Aging
Frits de Lange. Eerdmans, 2015. 176p. $19, 
paperback. www.eerdmans.com ISBN:978-
0-8028-7216-6. 248.8’5. Christian Ethics. 
Aging.

De Lange sets for himself a near 
Sisyphean task: to teach us to 
love ourselves when we are old, 
frail, and dependent upon oth-
ers, and to love the frail elderly 
who are dependent upon us. 

Given the economic and social challenges of a rapidly 
graying society, this is an important topic.

The author explores current thinking on aging and 
offers a theological framework to help us care for our 
elderly selves and love our elderly neighbors. Rejecting 
current approaches that value life on the basis of 
independence and physical and mental capacity 
and that encourage elders to live healthy, active and 
productive lives each day, de Lange offers a moral-
theological framework for confronting the reality of the 
Fourth Age that these approaches do not address. It is 
based on the Biblical commandments to love God with 
all one’s heart, soul, and mind (Deuteronomy. 6:5) and to 
love one’s neighbor as oneself (Leviticus. 19:18). 

Because God loves us, we should love ourselves joy-
fully (accepting and affirming the gift of life), and when 
we love ourselves, we can love others fully, which means 

2Type your search word or phrase 
into the Amazon search box.

Planning a Congregational Archives Center. 
Curtis D. Howard, PhD. (2011). This is a great reference 
book on processing, preserving, storing and exhibiting 
your archives. It offers tips on what to include in 
your archives and discusses their importance to your 
congregation. $12/ $14 + S&H. 

CSLA GUIDE
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seeking what is best for them for their sake.
Those who work with the frail elderly in any capacity, 

as well as those who are, or are planning to be, elderly 
will find this book useful and challenging.—Rabbi Amy 
Scheinerman

ARTS AND CRAFTS
Action Art: Hands-On Active 
Art Adventures
MaryAnn F. Kohl and Barbara Zaborowski. 
Bright Ring Publishing, 2015. 144p. $15. 
Paperback. ISBN 978-0935607-34-5. Avail-
able as an e-book. www.brightring.com. 
702.8 Art-Juvenile literature. Handicraft-
Juvenile literature.

Nothing will build community 
and relationships like creating 
beauty. Whether you are a stay-
at-home mom, an early child-
hood educator, preparing for 

bible school, or someone who just loves art and activity, 
these two titles will inspire you as well as jump start your 
crafty mojo. Both would be fine additions to a congrega-
tional library. The possibilities for a colorful book display 
are endless.

Noted author MaryAnn Kohl has joined with Barbara 
Zaborowski in creating a book exploding with ideas for 
young minds with active bodies. Fifty art activities with 
over 100 additional variations are colorfully visualized 
and are designed to employ such varying tools as spong-
es, bubble wrap and egg beaters. The true beauty of this 
book is how it successfully merges art with movement. 

A resource guide at the end of the book offers an index, 
a comprehensive list of budget-friendly materials, as 
well as a compilation of artsy blogs, websites and social 
media sites to help you find more ideas. –Roberta Ash

Instead of Watching TV: 99 Activities 
to Help Kids Unplug
Anna Huete. Skyhorse Publishing, 2015. 128p. $15, paperback. ISBN 978-
1629144702. Available as an e-book. Play. Games. Amusements. Creative 
activities.

Are you concerned about how much television or 
videogames have invaded your home life and are lost 
as to what to do about it? Breaking the habit takes a 
deep commitment as well as an arsenal of tools and 
techniques required to stimulate the brains and bodies 
of children ages 4 to 12. What this book lacks in photos, 
it makes up for with ideas and guidelines for helping 
children discover, communicate and learn.

Activities are organized into simple crafts, games to 
practice inside the house, easy kitchen recipes and sci-
ence experiments. In the introduction, the author offers 
thoughtful research on the effects of children watching 

television and helping parents in preventing addiction to 
television. This book is also a good reminder that playing 
with your children is fun.—Roberta Ash

TEXTS AND TRADITIONS
Chumash Mesoras Harav—Chumash with 
Commentary Based on the Teachings of Rabbi 
Joseph B. Soloveitchik—Sefer Shemos. 
Arnold Lustiger, ed. OU Press and Ohr Publishing, 2014. 455p. $35, hard-
cover. ISBN: 978-0-9891246-1-4. ohrpublishing.com. 222.12 Soloveitchik, 
Joseph Dov, 1903-1993 – Teachings. Bible – Exodus - Commentaries.

Rabbi Joseph Soleveitchik, known simply as the Rav 
(1903-1993), was the foremost Orthodox authority in 
America. He was a Talmudist of great renown and an ex-
istentialist philosopher. His lectures were so beloved that 
people took detailed notes, which they have preserved 
for years. His writings have become a treasure-trove 
which have in recent years produced a variety of new 
books. Drawing on both published works and privately 
held notes and papers, Dr Lustiger has produced a com-
mentary on the book of Exodus based on the teachings 
of Rav Soloveitchik. 

The comments in this volume, the second in the series, 
are drawn from a wide variety of sources. Helpfully, each 
comment includes its source, whether in a lecture or 
published material, and a date when possible. These no-
tations allow us to hear the different voices of this deeply 
thoughtful teacher. 

It is difficult to summarize the vast range of teachings 
included in this commentary. It is not a volume that I 
would necessarily use while sitting in the synagogue and 
following the Torah reading; it invites slower, more con-
centrated attention to plumb the depths of his thoughts. 
It rewards the reader with new, unexpected insights. It is 
a most welcome addition to the Jewish library. The com-
mentary to Genesis and Exodus are available; I can’t wait 
to see the rest.—Rabbi Louis A. Rieser

Helping Those Who Hurt.  
S. Meghan Harper. An annotated bibliography of print, 
non-print, and 
online resources 
divided into elemen-
tary and teen age 
groups. Designed for 
those working with 
children in congre-
gational and pastoral 
care settings. Carefully selected for the potential of 
facilitating discussion between and among children and 
adults. $12/$14 + S&H. 

CSLA BIBLIOGRAPHY
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People of the Book: Five 
Hundred Years of the Hebrew 
Book from the Beginning of 
Printing until the Twentieth 
Century
Akiva Aaronson. Feldheim Publishers, 
2014. 231p. $40, hardcover, ISBN: 978-1-
59826-956-7. www.feldheim.com 686.2 
Printing, Hebrew-History. Jewish Religious 
literature-History and Criticism. Jewish 
Religious Literature-Publishing. 

The intriguing history of 
publishing Hebrew religious books is meticulously 
detailed by Rabbi Akiva Aaronson. More than 200 
photographs complement the well-researched text in 
what only can be described as a fascinating account 
enhanced by an elegantly designed layout.

Although the Chinese had wooden blocks and movable 
print, it was Gutenberg’s printing of the Bible in 1455 that 
gave rise to the publishing industry. Books published 
during this period are called incunabula. 

Hebrew print shops, centered in Italy, Spain and 
Portugal, comprised about one-third of all shops. Rabbi 
Aaronson explains the lettering, colophon, printer’s 
mark, and pagination, noting the first Hebrew book 
with numbered pages was Rambam’s Mishneh Torah, 
published in 1509. According to the author, during the 
16th century Antwerp-born Daniel Bomberg became 
“the most important gentile printer of Hebrew books of 
all time,” his work highly regarded. His Jewish competitor, 
the Soncino Press, was respected as well. The 17th and 
18th centuries became known for shops in Europe and for 
books used by the Chasidic and Yeshiva movements. The 
19th century saw a proliferation of printers in Europe and 
the Middle East. In the late 19th century, mostly prayer 
books and haggadot were published in the United 
States, but since World War II many more Bibles, other 
holy books and commentaries have been printed.

Rabbi Aaronson concludes with chapters on Responsa 
and halachah, censorship and legal questions. 
Appendices and indices on chronologies, printers’ 
names, countries, descriptions of all titles mentioned, a 
bibliography and glossary are included.

Those interested in books and their printing should 
find this volume a treasure-trove in every written word, 
footnote and annotation. Highly recommended.—Evelyn 
Pockrass

BIOGRAPHY
Hidden Inheritance: Family 
Secrets, Memory, and Faith. 
Neumark, Heidi B. Abingdon, 2015. 213p. 
$17, paperback. ISBN: 978-1-63088-
124-5. Available as an e-book. www.
abingdonpress.com BIO Neumark, Heidi. 
Lutheran Church--Clergy—Biography. 
Holocaust, Jewish (1939-1945)—Influence. 
Women clergy--United States—Biography

As a first generation German-
American Lutheran minister, 
Heidi Neumark recalls 
celebrations of her heritage but 

frequent requests for stories of her parent’s childhood 
seemed sketchy. The opaqueness of the family’s history 
hid an unimaginable secret. Confronted with a Wikipedia 
entry, Neumark discovers her family was Jewish and 
suffered at the hands of the Nazis. The revelation sets her 
on a mission to find her family’s true history and to honor 
the memory of her grandparents. As the story unfolds, 
Nuemark’s faith is challenged by feelings of continuity 
as she connects the past and discontinuity as she tries 
to understand how her life would have been different 
had she not been raised with the family’s secret. To a 
small extent she mixes her experiences as a minister with 
history and personal reflections. For example, she likens 
the desire to find connections between generations 
as similar to the Christian call for the communion of 
the saints, stating, “even if a person cannot relate to 
past family members, we belong to a vast community 
who have gone before us.” Born from secrecy, terror, 
and trauma, she finds a new gift of faith. Neumark’s 
easy-to-read, illustrated book is more family history 
than religious journey; therefore, it is recommended 
for libraries with strong biographical collections and an 
interest in World War II.—Ellen Bosman

A Basic Media List for Church Libraries: 
An Annotated Bibliography 
by Ellen Bosman.
(2015) Updated approach to Basic Books that utilizes all 
media that should be available in congregational libraries. 
Carefully selected by our new Media Review Editor. 
$14/$12 + S&H
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Developing an Effective Library: Ways to 
Promote Your Congregational Library. Lois H. 
Ward. (2004). All aspects of promoting the congregational 
library and publicity ideas for inside and outside your 
congregation. Planning and budgeting, creating ownership, 
programs that will get your members in the door, and how to use 
all the publicity tools available to you. $10/$12 + S&H. 

CSLA GUIDE

With an Outstretched Arm: A 
Memoir of Love and Loss, 
Family and Faith. 
B.J. Yudelson. Ben Yehuda Press, 2014. 
192p. $17, paperback. ISBN: 978-1-934730-
41-6. www.benyehudapress.com BIO 
Yudelson, B. J. Jewish Way of Life.

This appealing memoir traces 
two interconnected journeys: 
a spiritual journey from a 
youth grounded in the Reform 
Jewish community of Atlanta 

to an orthodox-based life of observance, and a journey 
of healing following the tragic death of the author’s 
daughter, Ruth, at the hands of a drunk driver. 

The Passover Seder provides the spine of this story. 
The memoir opens with a Passover scene, the family 
welcoming a “survivor” of the Exodus from Egypt; a scene 
that introduces us to Ruth and to a subtext of the book: 
how to balance ritual and ethical actions. Passover tales 
help focus the reader on the changes in the author’s life.

The author describes her journey as climbing a ladder. 
There was no sudden leap into traditional observance; 
rather it was a slow process of growth, intellectual 
struggle, experimentation, and acceptance. She provides 
a worthy model for all seekers who wish to consider their 
own journey. 

Ruth’s death is devastating. The author shares her 
journey of grief honestly. We see her existential struggles 
with God and tradition. We follow her efforts to 
reestablish equilibrium in her life. 

Clearly and simply written, one never doubts the 
honesty of this account. The author’s self-exploration 
provides a backdrop to an equally important portrait of 
changes that have moved Jewish life over the past half-
century or more. Highly recommended.—Rabbi Louis A. 
Rieser

God, Faith & Identity from the 
Ashes: Reflections of Children 
and Grandchildren of 
Holocaust Survivors
Menachem Z. Rosensaft. Jewish Lights, 
2015. 309p. $25, hardcover ISBN: 978-
1-58023-805-2. www.jewishlights.com. 
940.53’1809253 Children of Holocaust 
survivors. Children of Holocaust survivors. 
Holocaust, Jewish (1939-1945) – Influence.

The continuing effect of the 
Holocaust has been the subject 
of much study. This volume gives 

voice to a broad range of children and grandchildren of 
Holocaust survivors who describe the ways this legacy 
continues to impact their worldview and their work in 
the world. These are heart-felt and moving testimonies. 

The editor imposes order but not an orthodoxy to these 
responses. The four themes under which these responses 
are collected are guideposts that help the reader under-
stand the variety of responses. If there is one common 
theme, it is that these are individuals who have used 
their legacy to move positively into the world. 

This is not the first such anthology, nor will it be the 
last. It is a reminder that the horrors of 70-plus years ago 
continue to reverberate in our world. It should also be 
a reminder that the other atrocities that have shaken 
the world in the last century continue to shape the lives 
of millions, and would that we had a way to hear their 
testimony as well. 

These reflections are enlightening and engaging. I 
would recommend them more as the stuff for occasional 
contemplation than for a straight read through the 
book.—Rabbi Louis A. Rieser

CSLA Notecards make
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Selecting a New Library 
Cataloging and Circulation 
Computer System. by Bill 
Doole,(2012).  A carefully 
thought-out process for 
choosing the right library 
software program for your 
congregational library. 
$12/$14 + S&H
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DEATH AND DYING
A Faithful Farewell: Living Your  
Last Chapter with Love
Marilyn Chandler McEntyre. Eerdmans, 2015. 143p. $15, paperback. ISBN: 
978-0-8028-7260-9. www.eerdmans.com 236’.1 Death-Religious Aspects.

This beautifully written book is a compilation of pithy 
reflections on the many facets of end-of-life experience 
and concerns that accompany the approach of death—
from receiving the diagnosis that one is terminal through 
issues of control, privacy, pain, anger, forgiveness, 
memory, doubt, and many more. 

McEntyre writes gently, personally and lovingly. Writ-
ten in the first-person, the reflections encompass many 
people’s thoughts, feelings and experiences and there-
fore speak for, and to, a great many people. Everyone will 
find value and comfort in them. 

The book is written from a sensitive and encouraging 
Christian perspective, offering a spiritual perspective but 
not a heavy-duty theology. The reflections are sprinkled 
with Biblical quotes and Christian references. An elo-
quent and heartfelt prayer that one who is approach-
ing death could use accompanies each of the fifty-two 
reflections. The prayers are composed by the author. This 
is a wonderful book to give a person in hospice care, and 
would also be helpful to friends and family because it 
will help them understand what their loved one or friend 
may be thinking and feeling, better enabling them to 
be sensitive and respectful, and facilitating needed and 
meaningful conversations.—Rabbi Amy Scheinerman

HOLIDAYS
The Season of the Nativity:  
Confessions and Practices of an Advent, 
Christmas, & Epiphany Extremist
Sybil MacBeth. Paraclete, 2014. 156p. $18, paperback. ISBN: 
9781612614106. www.paracletepress.com. 263’91 Jesus Christ-Nativity. 
Advent. Christmas. Epiphany Season. Church Year.

This fun, colorful little book is designed for those who 

wish to get more out of the Christmas holiday season. 
Asserting that most people are so focused on Christmas 
Day they fail to enjoy the complete season, MacBeth 
offers prayers, songs, practices and activities to coun-
ter the busy-ness of the season. The author begins by 
explaining the distinctiveness of each part of the season 
and reviewing past and current holiday practices. In-
novative ideas abound; try an Advent exercise which 
combines voice and body movement to tell the stories of 
Zechariah and Mary. Other ideas include creating olfac-
tory memories by planting flowers during Advent and 
watching them grow and praying using a homemade 
“Twelve days of Christmas” calendar. On Christmas, go to 
church, light white candles, and bring simple gifts, such 
as leaves, twigs, and notes, to the manger under the tree 
to recall Christ’s gift to the world. During Epiphany, hang 
stars and white lights, learn the Song of Simeon, and 
read stories of Jesus’ adult life. This little gem of a book is 
packed with ideas to help you create new traditions and 
brighten the season. Appropriate for all church libraries. 
—Ellen Bosman

MEDITATIONS
The Calm Center: Reflections 
and Meditations for Spiritual 
Awakening
Steve Taylor, selected and introduction 
by Echart Tolle. New World Library, 2015. 
114p. $17, hardcover. ISBN: 978-1-60868-
330-7. www.newworldlibrary.com 204’.32 
Spiritual life. Meditation.

Who among us does not seek 
a “calm center?” Taylor’s medita-
tions provide such, albeit there 
are no Psalms, hymn lines, or 

peace quotes. What is here are reality checks—thoughts 
culled from the daily-ness of life with its routines, pres-
sures and stresses.

Steve Taylor lives in the real world. Meditations selected 
by Eckhart Tolle, one-to-four pages long, have spiritual-

Organizing a Library or Resource 
Center: Creating a Policy and 
Procedure Manual. Revised and com-
piled from three CSLA publications, A Policy 
and Procedure Manual for Church and 

Synagogue Libraries; Standards for Church and Synagogue 
Libraries; and Setting Up A Library. This new publication 
provides a simple method of developing a working 
manual for organizing and operating a congregational 
library. $13/$14+ postage. 

CSLA GUIDE
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ity, presence, and enlightenment as aims rather than 
Christianity per se.

Because themes addressed include stress, off-loading, 
happiness, death and savoring the present, this text 
speaks to a broader audience than persons of specific 
faiths. Thoughts expressed will resonate with many due 
to Taylor’s honest, encouraging perspective and beauty 
and wisdom found in the ordinary.

In Tolle’s introduction, he suggests the book be kept 
handy for momentary “spiritual sustenance.” That 
recommendation stands along with awareness that 
something new may emerge each time one reads due 
to experiences and mood at the time. Contains a helpful 
index of first lines.

Recommended for public libraries, church libraries 
with an openness to spirituality themes and as a gift.—
Carolyn Egolf

Love Letters from the Edge: 
Meditations for Those 
Struggling with Brokenness, 
Trauma, and the Pain of Life
Shelly Beach and Wanda Sanchez. Kregel 
Publications, 2014. 296p. $16, paperback. 
ISBN 978-0-8254-4347-3. Available as an 
e-book. www.kregel.com. 242’.4 Bible-
Meditations. Christian Women. Suffering-
Religious aspects. Pain. Women-Prayers.

Statistics now tell us that glob-
ally, one in three women will 
be physically, sexually or other-

wise abused during her lifetime, with rates reaching 70 
percent in some countries (http://www.amnestyusa.org). 
This knowledge shocks us to our core, but if you are one 
of these women, how do you survive, much less thrive, 
after such trauma? Written from two perspectives, each 
entry is a letter to God sharing a heart’s cry and then the 
response from God. Love Letters from the Edge also offers 
tools that give an overview of post-traumatic stress dis-
order and activities such as journaling, letter writing and 
art projects.

The meditations are organized into four sections, “Heart 
Cries,” “Grieving and Growing,” “Hope and a Future,” and 
“Love and Assurance.” Seven helpful appendices are also 
included. This book deals with serious and many times 
difficult situations yet ultimately it is a book of love, hope 
and encouragement. While written primarily for women, 
men will also find this book enlightening and instruc-
tional. Recommended for congregational libraries and 
counselors.—Roberta Ash

The Beauty of Grace: Stories of 
God’s Love from Today’s Most 
Popular Writers 
Dawn Camp. Revell Publishing Group, 
2015. 210p. $17, hardcover. ISBN: 978-
0-8007-2379-8. Available as an e-book. 
www.revellbooks.com 242 Christian Life-
Meditations.

Beauty is evident in the cover, 
layout, and content of Camp’s 
work, while “Beauty of Grace” is 
to “experience God’s love…right 

where you are” (p.16). 
Camp fulfills today’s recommended way of build-

ing relationships and sharing faith, namely, telling our 
stories. In blending her skills as photographer and writer, 
she compiles stories by over forty authors. With sections 
titled Purpose, Big Picture, Surrender, Trust, Lessons 
Learned, Hope & Encouragement and Worship, we see 
life in its humor, “dailyness,” and gripping realities, all 
undergirded by God’s faithfulness.

Each two-to-four page entry may be read in sequence, 
by theme or at random. The book is current with refer-
ences to blogging, tweeting, and Facebook, even as texts 
such as Psalm 23, hymn lyrics and quotes are included. 
Black and white photographs enhance themes, and a 
section giving brief biographies of the writers adds inter-
est. Each chapter concludes with a quote or verse, and 
while some speak of problems solved and challenges 
overcome, others tell of ongoing courage required and 
the consistent need to find comfort in God’s grace.

C. S. Lewis defined friendship, “What! You too? I thought 
I was the only one.” If that is true, readers will find friends 
in these pages. Recommended for church libraries and as 
a gift.—Carolyn Egolf

MINISTRY
Building Your Volunteer Team: 
30-Day Change Project for 
Youth Ministry
Mark DeVries and Nate Stratman. InterVar-
sity Press, 2014. 148p. $16, paperback.ISBN: 
978-0-8308-4121-9. www.ivpress.com 
259.23 Church Work with Youth. Christian 
Ministry. 

Many churches are struggling 
to either begin or keep youth 
ministries active in their commu-
nities. Mark Devries, founder of 

Ministry Architects, and Nate Stratman, staff consultant 
of Ministry Architects, have developed an effective plan 
to help youth directors outline their goals and find the 
needed volunteers and project leaders, as well as estab-

www.kregel.com
http://www.amnestyusa.org
www.revellbooks.com
paperback.ISBN
www.ivpress.com
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lish a clear timetable to accomplish specific goals. Each 
chapter includes how to keep from wasting your time, 
how and when to contact potential volunteers, and how 
each part of the plan will develop in the 30-day time 
period. The bonus of purchasing this book is the money-
back guarantee of a $20 credit if this plan doesn’t work. 
Recommended for Christian youth ministers.—Mary Lou 
Henneman

PARENTING
Confessions of a Ninja Mom: A 
40-Day Training Manual for 
Empowering Mothers
Anna M. Aquino. Crosslink Publish-
ing, 2015. 104p. $16, paperback. ISBN: 
9781633570214. www.crosslinkpublishing.
com 649.7 CParenting -- Religious aspects 
– Christianity. Mother and child. Autism. . 

The prayer of most mothers 
after they have given birth could 
be this: “Thank you, Lord, for 
blessing us with this precious 

child. Now please send the manual on how to care for 
him/her while still keeping my sanity.” Anna Aquino 
knows from personal experience and she offers practi-
cal advice laced with an amazing sense of humor as she 
describes how she and her husband have raised three 
children. She calls herself a “Ninja mom” because she 
discovered by focusing on God the everyday challenges 
of raising three children, two of whom are on the autism 
spectrum, have blessed their lives. Each chapter in this 
40-day manual begins with a Scripture verse, includes 
stories of her personal experiences, and concludes with 
the importance of keeping faith and trust at the center of 
family life. Highly recommended for Christian parents.

POETRY
I Lay My Stitches Down: Poems 
of American Slavery. 
Cynthia Grady. Illustrated by Michele 
Wood. Eerdmans Books for Young Readers, 
2012. 34p. $17, hardcover. ISBN: 978-
0-8028-5386-8. www.eerdmans.com/
youngreades. 811’6 United States-History-
Juvenile Poetry. United States-Biogra-
phy-Juvenile Poetry. Children’s Poetry, 
American.

A book doesn’t need to be long 
to be poignant as evidenced by 
this volume. Poetry and illustra-

tions give insight into both the realities of life as a slave 
and into the soul of that life. 

Themes of quilts, music, and faith are blended in both 
poems and illustrations, with each poem having ten 
lines. Each line features ten syllables, forming a square 
that suggests a quilt block. 

Both words and illustrations speak to the fears, bless-
ings and threads of hope for freedom in both the now 
and hereafter. Artwork is bold and features browns, blues 
and greens in pictures that range from peaceful scenes 
to striking ones, such as the one accompanying “Tree of 
Life,” depicting punishment endured by slaves for some-
times a minimal offense.

Notes by author and illustrator give insight into their 
personal journeys in preparing the book and a list “For 
Further Reading” is helpful. 

While the book is suggested for ages 10 and up, there 
would be value in a child and adult reading this together. 
Each would bring differing observations and questions 
enhancing the depth of understanding.

Recommend for church, synagogue, and school 
libraries.—Carolyn Egolf

SPIRITUAL LIFE
Breathing Room: Letting Go 
So You Can Fully Live
Leena Tankersley. Revell, 2014. 224p. $15, 
paperback. ISBN: 978-0-88007-2345-0. 
Available as an e-book. www.revellbooks.
com 248.8’43 Christian Women-Religious 
life.

Those who feel boxed in, pres-
sured by demands, or hemmed 
in by fear will identify with 
Tankersley as she shares personal 
experiences. These include par-

enting, time in Bahrain and struggles with fear, respon-
sibilities and need for her own soul’s growth. To share 
her journey she draws on themes from AA and Emotions 
Anonymous, and Scriptures along with quotes from 
Aquinas, Nouwen, Palmer and others. While culturally we 
say, “Let go and let God,” the subtitle gives “letting go” the 
broader purpose of “letting go so you can fully live.”

A prelude, titled “Breathing,” is followed by 26 units , 
each opening with a Scripture or significant quote. The 
postlude, titled “Continue,” is creative with chapter titles 
listed in order; each is preceded by the word “continue.”

A strong chapter is “Writing Letters,” where Tankers-
ley suggests the value of writing as an effort to make 
amends. Included is the letter of affirmation she writes to 
herself. In “Offering Permission,” themes of enjoying life, 
the many ways we can be lost and found, and permission 
to make choices that benefit our souls, even at cost and 
risk, are addressed.

Recommended for women, especially those with young 

www.crosslinkpublishing.com
www.crosslinkpublishing.com
http://www.eerdmans.com/youngreades
http://www.eerdmans.com/youngreades
www.revellbooks.com
www.revellbooks.com
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children and those in the workplace juggling many 
demands. Also recommended as a book club selection—
Carolyn Egolf

The Chutzpah Imperative: 
Empowering Today’s Jews for 
a Life that Matters
Edward Feinstein. Jewish Lights Press, 
2014. 157p. $22, hardcover. ISBN- 978-1-
58023-792-5. www.jewishlights.com 296.7. 
Faith (Judaism). Jewish Way of Life.

Of all the Yiddish words that 
have entered the American 
vocabulary, chutzpah may be 
the most well-known. Rabbi 
Feinstein understands the mean-

ing of the word as irrepressible strength and irresistible 
boldness. He presents an understanding of Jewish life 
and ethics that extends from Abraham’s argument with 
God to Tevya’s plea in Fiddler on the Roof. In Feinstein’s 
words (page xix): “Judaism is a way to live a heroic life, to 
construct a life devoted to values that are eternal, values 
of ultimate significance. The reward of a Jewish life is 
walking the world with a profound faith that you matter, 
your life matters, your dreams matter.” 

This survey distills a great deal into a small space. The 
advantage is that you see the ways in which chutzpah 
changes over time to meet the ever-emerging new 
world. The boldness of Yohanan ben Zakkai, who reinter-
preted Judaism in the aftermath of the Roman destruc-
tion of the Temple, is unlike that needed by Tevya greet-
ing the fluidity of the modern world. Nonetheless, both 
draw on a tradition that imagines a Judaism that survives 
and thrives in varied settings. It is a lens that allows one 
to understand Jewish survival and creativity across the 
millennia. 

Readers may be inspired to bring a touch of chutzpah 
to their own Jewish life. Well recommended. --Rabbi 
Louis A. Rieser

Flash
Rachel Anne Ridge. Tyndale, 2015. 256p. 
$20, hardcover. ISBN: 978-1-4143-9783-
2. Available as e-book and audio book. 
www.tyndale.com 242 Animals-Religious 
Aspects. Human-Animal Relationships. 
Donkeys.

Flash is essentially a series 
of down-to-earth sermons 
wrapped in a story about a fam-
ily that adopts a stray, wounded, 
and frightened donkey at an 
economically and emotionally 

challenging time in their lives.
Ridge writes: “We thought we were rescuing a donkey 

that night. But the reality is, God had sent a lost donkey 

to help rescue us. We were the ones needing help.” Her 
philosophy is that God speaks to people out of the quo-
tidian of life. The book consists of twelve chapters, each 
of which illustrates life lessons Ridge learned by weaving 
stories about her life and family together with accounts 
of Flash’s escapades. Examples include: know yourself, 
find your passion, count your blessings to live abun-
dantly, serve others with love and don’t miss a chance 
to forgive and reconcile. There is a gentle religious layer 
atop each chapter. Ridge’s approach, communicated 
with self-deprecating humor and a non-judgmental and 
encouraging attitude, is gentle and inviting. 

Flash is a simple and enjoyable read. I could well imag-
ine it as a useful book for clergy and chaplains to place in 
the hands of people who would be open to the theology 
and approach Ridge offers.—Rabbi Amy Scheinerman

Give Yourself a Break: Turning 
your Inner Critic into a 
Compassionate Friend
Kim Fredrickson. Revell, 2015. 188p. $14, 
paperback. ISBN: 9780800724412. Avail-
able as an e-book. www.revellbooks.com 
248.4 Self-esteem -- Religious aspects 
-- Christianity. 

Jesus said, “Love your neigh-
bor as yourself,” but why is 
it sometimes easier to show 

compassion to others and not show compassionate care 
for ourselves? Kim Fredrickson, a certified Christian life 
coach and licensed marriage and family therapist, clearly 
explains how to define self-compassion, the importance 
it has in our personal lives and the lives of those around 
us and how to practice self-care in our everyday life deci-
sions. Strongly grounded in Scripture, this is a practical 
guide filled with the author’s personal stories as well as 
those of others who have faced and dealt with relational 
problems. There are also additional verses showing God’s 
love and a section that can be used for group discussion. 
This is an important book for Christians seeking to break 
the cycle of negativity and turn their lives into a positive 
reflection of God’s unconditional love for themselves and 
their relationships with others.—Mary Lou Henneman

The Spacious Heart: Room for 
Spiritual Awakening
Donald Clymer and Sharon Clymer Landis. 
Herald Press, 2014. 240p. $17, paperback. 
ISBN: 978-0-83619904-8. Available as an 
e-book. www.hearldpress.com 248.4 Spiri-
tual life-Christianity.

Think spacious. Spacious skies? 
Spacious home? Spacious heart? 
This brother-sister team, writing 
from a Mennonite perspective, 

www.jewishlights.com
www.tyndale.com
www.revellbooks.com
www.hearldpress.com
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challenges and encourages the expansion of hearts to 
make room for God, people and service. Themes of social 
justice, spiritual practices, and compassion undergird the 
twelve chapters and epilogue. The authors identify them-
selves as they develop themes, and each chapter con-
cludes with an “Experiencing God” practical application.

Due to the text’s richness in Scripture, definitions, 
and quotes, reading with a highlighter or notebook is 
recommended, as is noting the brief glossary. 

A noteworthy chapter is “In the Present Moment” with 
emphasis on awareness, which is heightened by cross-
cultural experiences and loss. Finding meaning in silence, 
the ordinary, and relationships helps keep us focused on 
the present.

When God Doesn’t Show Up speaks to the heart cry of 
many, and while the forgiveness shown in the story of 
the Prodigal Son, as well as by the Amish when school 
children were murdered, serve as models, we are 
additionally challenged regarding self-forgiveness and 
forgiving God.

Strengths of the text are its reality, the scope 
of material, both in themes and stories, and 
encouragement/permission to “be,” as noted in “The 
Laughing Jesus.”

Recommended for church libraries, personal study, and 
groups interested in spiritual practices and social justice 
issues.—Carolyn Egolf

Your Life Still Counts: How 
God Uses your Past to Create a 
Beautiful Future
Tracie Miles. Bethany House, 2014. 262 p. 
$15, paperback. ISBN: 9780764211997. 
Available as an e-book. www.
bethanyhouse.com 248.843 Christian 
Women-Religious Life. Forgiveness. 
Forgiveness of Sin.

Hurts caused through 
decisions we have made, abuse 
from others or through serious 
health issues are often difficult 

to move beyond. Is it really possible for God to forgive 
us? Will we ever be able to forgive ourselves and find 
hope and purpose in our future? Your Life Still Counts is 
an important book for Christian women who want to 
stop the hurting and develop a new relationship with 
Christ. Each chapter contains the author’s personal 
story as she faced her fears, made her journey 
from hurt to hope and reconnected with God’s 
unconditional love. Also included are stories of other 
women who have turned their lives around. What 
makes the book more personal for readers are the 
Scripture verses and questions selected for reflection. 
Highly recommended for Christian women wanting 
to make their lives more meaningful and fulfilling 
through God’s guidance. —Mary Lou Henneman

CHILDREN AND YOUNG 
ADULTS

Prom Date (Dating Games 
Series, Book 4)
Melody Carlson. Revell, 2015. 209 p. 
$13, paperback. ISBN: 9780800721305. 
Available as an e-book. www.revellbooks.
com YA FIC Dating (social customs)-Fiction. 
Friendship-Fiction. Schools-Fiction.

The six members of the dating 
games (DG) club are gearing up 
for the big Junior/Senior prom 
at school, but they are running 
into several challenges. Not only 

is the dance not popular, but some of the boys want 
it eliminated because of the expense. When the girls 
learn that Felicia’s younger sister has leukemia, they 
decide to use the prom as a benefit to raise money for 
her treatment. In true DG style, the girls use their talents 
to make this a truly innovative event with creative ways 
to have fun without spending a fortune. Throughout 
the series, the theme of the dating games focuses on 
friendship as the girls learn to accept each other while 
they face various personal challenges. Recommended for 
Christian teen girls.—Mary Lou Henneman

Nonna’s Hanukkah Surprise
Karen Fisman. Kar-Ben Publishing, 2015. 
32p. $18, hardcover. ISBN 978-1-4677-
3476-9. Available as an e-book. www.
karben.com. [E] Hanukkah-Juvenile 
fiction. Interfaith families-Juvenile fiction. 
Menorah-Juvenile fiction.

Today many families come 
from different religious and 
cultural backgrounds. So 
when Rachel, who loves the 
Hanukkah celebration of her 
mother, expresses her concerns 

about traveling to her father’s family who celebrate 
Christmas, her fears are allayed by the gift of a special 
menorah. Anticipating the joy of sharing this beloved 
holiday with her grandmother and cousins, Rachel is 
brokenhearted when she realizes she left her bag with 
the menorah on the plane. Yet with ingenuity and super-
duper glue, Nonna comes to the rescue and everyone 
enjoys learning about the miracle of the Maccabees. 
Excellent picture book for all congregations and highly 
recommended. Pre-school to third grade—Roberta Ash

www.bethanyhouse.com
www.bethanyhouse.com
www.revellbooks.com
www.revellbooks.com
www.karben.com
www.karben.com
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The Legend of Saint Nicholas
Anselm Grun. Eerdman’s, 2014. 26p., $16, hardcover. ISBN: 978-
0802854346. www.eerdmans.com. 270.2092 Nicholas, Saint, Bishop of 
Myra-Juvenile literature.

Author Anselm Grun outlines a beautiful chronology 
of the life of Saint Nicholas enhanced with colorful 
watercolor illustrations. Nicholas was the only child 
of devout and wealthy Christian parents. He grew up 
listening to the word of God and decided to follow the 
ways of Jesus. Shortly after becoming a priest, Nicholas’ 
parents died. With the wealth he inherited from his 
parents, Nicholas began to show his generosity and his 
will to help people in need. Nicholas was appointed 
Bishop of Myra and was favored by the people. 

The author writes of Nicholas’s two historical legends, 
first the poor man who wishes to marry off his three 
daughters but does not have the gold to pay the dowry. 
Nicholas hears of his worries and throws bags of gold 
through the window of their home giving the father 
the means to provide his daughters with a proper 
wedding according to tradition. In the second legend, 
Nicholas is called to sea by sailors caught in a storm. 
After helping secure the ship, the storm subsides and 
the sailors continue their journey. When they arrive at 
their destination, they offer thanks to Nicholas and he 
reminds them that God is owed the thanks. Nicholas 
continued to walk in the ways of Jesus and performed 

many miracles throughout his life and death. He is 
acknowledged as a patron saint of children and sailors. 
Christians celebrate Saint Nicholas Day on December 
6, which commemorates Nicholas’ death. This book is 
about the legend of Saint Nicholas and does not tie into 
Santa Clause until the very end.—Dora Morales

Just for Today, Saint John XXIII
Saint John XXIII and Bimba Landmann. 
Eerdman’s, 2015. 34p. $16, hardcover. ISBN: 
978-0802854612. www.eerdmans.com. 
248.4 John XXIII, Pope, 1881-1963-Conduct 
of life.

This is a beautiful prayer 
even for adults. The colorful 
illustrations provide you with 
a peaceful ambience that 
supplements the reflection of 
how Angelo Giuseppe Roncalli 

lived his life. Each page is filled with different figures that 
seem to tell a story of their own. Text and illustrations 
interlock beautifully. The picture book begins with a 
short introduction of Angelo Giuseppe Roncalli, who 
became Pope John XXIII and ultimately Saint John XXIII. 
From early childhood he expressed his desire to show 
kindness toward everyone. Although born to poor 
parents, Saint John XXIII was enriched by his goodness 
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and love for humanity. He is credited with the formation 
of the Second Vatican Council which is the foundation 
of the modern Catholic Church. Pope John reminds us 
“Consult not your fears but your hopes and dreams. 
Think not about your frustrations, but about your 
unfulfilled potential. Concern yourself not with what you 
tried and failed in but with what is still possible for you to 
do.”—Dora Morales

The Angels on my Tree
Lu Ann Schnable Kaldor, Illustrated by Eve S. Gendron, Four Directions 
Press, 2014, 40p., $18, hardcover. ISBN: 9780962765940. www.
TheAngelsOnMyTree.com. FIC Holiday Fiction—Picture book. Kindness—
Juvenile Fiction. Christmas stories. Families. 

The unnamed protagonist’s father has passed away and 
she must spend her first Christmas without him. They put 
up a Christmas tree but are not inclined to decorate it, as 
their sadness consumes them. After the author and her 
mother visit a museum, they are inspired. They decide to 
creatively reach out with random acts of kindness toward 
their neighbors and friends. After each act, they place 
another angel on their Christmas tree. It is truly more 
important to give than receive, and this is wonderfully 
shown and simply illustrated here. Inspiring story about 
how the family heals and creates a new and meaningful 
Christmas tradition. Includes a kindness journal. Suitable 
for readers ages 4 and up and recommended for 
congregational and school libraries. –Virginia Webb

Red
Jan De Kinder. Eerdmans Books for Young 
Readers, 2015. 32p. $16, hardcover. ISBN: 
978-0-8028-5446-9. www.eerdmans.com/
youngreaders [E] Bullying-Fiction. Conduct 
of Life-Fiction. Schools-Fiction.

A little girl points at Tommy’s 
cheeks. “You’re…you’re 
blushing…,” she says innocently. 
Thus begins a confrontation 
on a school playground when 
children start teasing Tommy. As 

they taunt him, Tommy’s cheeks get redder and redder. 
Finally, the little girl wants the teasing to stop but is 
afraid to say anything. Eventually Paul shoves Tommy 
and their teacher wants to know what happened. At first, 
no one says a word but then the little girl raises her hand 
and other hands and voices follow.

Told in sparse but powerful text, accentuated by red, 
white and black dramatic drawings, Belgium author 
and illustrator Jan De Kinder’s recent book, translated 
by Laura Wilkinson, is an excellent introduction to the 
topic of bullying and the role of the bystander. Although 
there is no overt spiritual content, the values and social 
concerns the story explores are applicable to children 
everywhere. Highly recommended for reading to nursery 
school and early elementary school children ages 4-8.—
Evelyn Pockrass

The CSLA Virtual Chapter!
Don’t have a chapter near you? Need somone to talk to? Have a great idea for congregational libraries? Need a problem 

solved? Just want to vent? Need to brainstorm? No boundaries! Meet anytime! Interested in learning more?  
CONTACT MARCIA TRAUERNICHT AT MARCIATMAIL@GMAIL.COM

Stop by CSLA’s Facebook page (https://
www.facebook.com/cslainfo) to see many 
of the great things that are happening 
in congregational libraries. From 
cataloging to new books to using 
social media, catch a glimpse of 
what other librarians are doing. 

www.TheAngelsOnMyTree.com
www.TheAngelsOnMyTree.com
www.eerdmans.com/youngreaders
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ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT

Time to renew 
membership and 
get ready for 2016 
Conference
BY JUDY JANZEN, Administrator

It is time to renew your membership for 
2016 before the holidays catch up with us!  
We have lots of great things in mind for 
you in the coming year.  Three new guides 

were published this 
last year. If you have 
not ordered them for 
yourself or another 
librarian be sure to do 
so; you will not want 
to be without them. 
They are: Basic Book 
List for Small Librar-
ies by Ellen Bosman, 

Classic Religious Books for Children by 
Carol Campbell and Evelyn Pockrass, and 
Disaster Management Planning for Small 
Libraries by Laura Dallas.  We have two 
more guides in the process of revision that 
you will not want to miss.

For 2016, a great conference is being 
planned in Ohio on the campus of Kent 
State.  The Co-Chairs are Meghan Harper 
and Ralph Hartsock, and the committee 
includes many members of the Northeast-
ern Ohio Chapter and the CSLA Board.  
Be sure to schedule July 27-29, 2016, on 
your calendar and come join us for a time 
of networking, learning, renewing friend-
ships and making new friends.

We also hope that you will consider giv-
ing an end-of-the-year contribution to the 
Friends of CSLA.  These donations help 
CSLA provide a quarterly journal, guides, 
website, and all the services that help us to 
serve you and your library ministry.

Administrator’s report: Time to renew membership 
and get ready for 2016 Conference
Make your nominations for the 2016 Rodda Award

“I don’t know what I would do 

 without ResourceMate®.”

- Temple Shalom Library

Call us toll free at 800-815-8370
www.resourcemate.com

When you combine the best product, with the best customer 
experience, you get your best partner – ResourceMate.®

Your Library Automation Solution

Calling For Nominations
 2016 Rodda Award

Nominations for a teen/young 
adult book must include strong 
spiritual values and literary 
excellence. Nominations may 
be fiction, non-fiction or poetry 
and must have a 2013, 2014 or 
2015 copyright date. Audience 
level should be within ages 12 
to 18 years. Chapter books are 
permitted. Questions? Email 
Bev Etzelmueller bevetz@sbc-
global.net.

Nominations should  
be submitted  
by Nov. 15, 2015, to:

Rodda Committee
c/o Judy Janzen
10157 SW Barbur Blvd., 102-C
Portland, OR 97219
Or email to
csla@worldaccessnet.com

Please include the following 
nomination information:
• Title of book
• Author’s full name
• Publisher, publication date, 

ISBN
• Provide brief explanation of 

your choice
• Provide your name, address, 

phone number
• Provide e-mail and CSLA 

chapter (if applicable)
The Rodda Award was established 
in 2005 to honor Dorothy Rodda 
Sargent, CSLA’s first Executive 
Secretary.

mailto:bevetz@sbcglobal.net 
mailto:bevetz@sbcglobal.net 
mailto:csla@worldaccessnet.com
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