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How to be a Better Librarian
Librarians who benefitted from CSLA’s Congregational 

Librarianship Course praise the course and the instructors

Many of you reading this article may be in a situation similar to the one I was 
in a number of years ago. I was asked to run the church library when the 
former librarian passed away. I had worked with the former librarian, but 

I was not trained in library science. I had worked as a volunteer in the library for about 
five years. I was very interested in our library so I volunteered. And then wondered 
what I had gotten myself into.
   Shortly after that I saw an advertisement in the CSLA journal about a course to help me 
out. It was called the CSLA Congregational Librarianship Course, and the description 
sounded just like what I was looking for as a guide and help. I had background 
experience as a public school teacher, a college professor, and an administrator at the 
National Education Association in Washington, 
but I had never taken a course in library science. I 
had lots of experience in using libraries, from the public library in the 
small town where I grew up to the Library of Congress in Washington; but I 
knew I needed more information to do the best job I could in my new 
position.
   So I signed up for the CSLA course, not really knowing what to expect 
but ready to take the plunge. I sent off my check and waited for the 
materials to arrive. First, a big packet—about ten pounds—arrived in 
the mail, and I started reviewing all the course content. Then, an e-mail arrived from Mrs. Alrene Hall—from way 
out west in Texas. I had seen Alrene at a couple of CSLA conferences and attended some of her presentations, so 
I was pleased to get her e-mail (she was to be my instructor).  
   My first thought after reviewing the materials (rather quickly) was that I should be able to whiz through 
this in record speed. It all looked so understandable and easy to comprehend. As it turned out, it was easy to 
comprehend, but it took longer than expected, due to the detail provided with each lesson. Alrene could not 
have been more helpful. She guided me through the lessons, answered questions, and gave good suggestions 
for additional learning.  
   One of the big surprises was that the course WAS NOT just reading and memorizing a bunch of information 
and then spewing it back in test form. It included a great deal of self-examination and evaluation. I had to 

For new librarians, 

the course is an 

introduction to 

library science

J. Theodore Anderson
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From The President’s Desk...
   Mentoring is the process of passing on a treasury of knowledge to someone who 
will carry that knowledge forward. It is a valuable system for transferring specialized 
skills, understandings, and traditions to persons who can benefit from them. When I 
think about CSLA in the broad scope of service to its members, I am reminded that it 
is truly a superb mentoring organization. Our association can pride itself on providing 
helps for all congregational librarians. For the beginning librarian, there is an ongoing 
offering, the Congregational Librarianship Course, taught by Alrene Hall in a distance-
learning mode. This same course is offered online through the Midwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, and it may be taken for credit, if desired.  Scholarship funding 
is also available for these courses. Jane Hope and Alrene also teach a shorter version 
of this course as a preliminary offering to each year’s annual conference. What an 
opportunity this is for our members to take advantage of some of the best teaching that CSLA provides!
   Beginning, intermediate, and experienced congregational librarians all have access to CSLA’s Mentoring 
Program.  The mentor/protégé or mentee relationship is a pathway, a bridge, a process that allows mentees to 
grow in a new phase of knowledge. A positive relationship brings feelings of success and satisfaction to both 
participants. Through this service, mentees are matched one on one with mentors/topical experts who can 
help them improve their librarianship. Topics such as choosing an online library system, gearing up the library 
for automation, starting or re-starting a library, promotion, fundraising, resources, and working with volunteers 
are all available. To request a mentor, go to the CSLA website (cslainfo.org).  Click Mentoring Program on the 
left side of the home page, then click to bring up a mentoring request form.  Fill it out, send it in, and you will 
be assigned a mentor—like magic!  We want to hear about your mentoring experience, too, so please take part 
in the follow-up process.
   The best opportunities for mentoring occur at the CSLA annual conferences and chapter meetings 
where workshops for congregational librarians on every level are offered. This year’s annual conference in 
Washington, DC, promises to be outstanding, with an array of workshops, speakers, off-site visits to libraries, 
and opportunities for mentoring. Mentors will be plentiful here and ready to offer their expertise to those 
who request help. I look forward to meeting and greeting you in our nation’s capital from July 19-22 for 
“Library Resources: A Capital Idea.”  Please join us!		 	 	 	 Marjorie	Smink,	President
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start thinking about the basic goals needed to make 
the library more a part of the parishioner’s weekly 
experience. This led to looking at the library from the 
viewpoint of someone who had never used the library. 
What aids and assists could we provide to entice that 
person to become a library user? Then, I started to 
think about our use of the space we had. Was it the 
best use? Would people be enticed to come in?  
   As I moved through the lessons, I 
became more analytical, developing 
library statistics that could be powerful 
tools in talking to church officers. It is 
often necessary to have these technical 
facts. They show the valuable service 
the library offers in providing additional 
resources beyond the sermons and biblical 
readings in weekly worship. This, in turn, 
allowed me an opportunity to step back from my role 
as the librarian and to examine the library operation 
and its significance to the congregation as seen by the 
church leaders. Then, I would be better able to develop 
positive examples of good communication between 
the library and the church leadership.
    The lessons provided awareness to me of other valu-
able resources through a variety of internet connec-
tions that could help my work as the church librarian. 
They also gave me contact with other librarians that 
were in similar circumstances to mine. We were able 
to relate, talk, and gain insightful information.
   Although I could see that our library was certainly 
not in a “prime” location, I did begin to see some of 
the strengths we had in our library. Through self-
examination, I saw how we could use these strengths 
to encourage better use of the facilities.  We now know 
how to use a variety of programmatic ideas to better 
serve the congregation.
  The course was extremely helpful as well as 
informative. I became more aware of how important 
it is to have teaching aids in the library, such as visual 
graphics, which support the book selection process. 
These aids brings to the parishioners a heightened 
awareness as to why specific titles are selected as 
“New Adds” to the library—just one among so many 
ideas available through this course.
    When the course was done, at first I could not believe 
that it went so well. Alrene coached me in a number of 
different areas where I had weaknesses and gave me 
lots of good support. She is a great teacher. The value 
I received from doing it all—well, I would do it all over 

again in a heartbeat.  If any of you have any doubts—
just do it and do not doubt. It is a really great service 
the association provides. Best of all, I will be forever 
grateful for having the opportunity to “do the course” 
and learn so much.
—J.	 Theodore	 Anderson,	 Director	 of	 The	 Library	 and	
Archives,	The	National	Presbyterian	Church	&	Center,	
Washington,	DC	

  Whether you are a brand new librarian 
or a librarian with years of experience, 
the CSLA Congregational Librarianship 
Course is money and time well invested. 
For a new librarian the course will 
remove the overwhelming feeling of 
managing a ministry you know nothing 
about. If you are a librarian with years 

of experience, it is a fantastic refresher because you 
will look at tasks that you have done the same way for 
umpteen years from a different perspective. 
     I signed up for this course as a refresher, but I never 
realized how much was packed into this compact study 
course. The course itself is not onerous but thought-
provoking yet fun at the 
same time. The instructor 
returns assignments in a 
timely manner and offers 
encouraging comments and 
suggestions. 
   As a library technician, 
I know the mechanics of 
managing a library, but 
throughout the course I 
realized I needed a procedures 
manual—not for me but for 
use if I should resign or when I retire; a replacement 
librarian would not know where to start. One lesson in 
particular tackled processing non-print materials. For 
me this was a good refresher because thirty-plus years 
later, I still do not like handling multimedia resources. 
Now, at least with procedures in place, I know I can 
manage them consistently.
   The course included circulation policies and ad-
dressed the proverbial question, “How do I get books 
back and keep parishioners happy?” Along with the 
instructor’s suggestions, the course provides basic 
circulation guidelines and procedures, which will work 
both for small libraries or larger collections where they 
circulate hundreds of items every week. Assignments 

Deobrah Holme

For experienced 

librarians, the 

course offers 

refreshing ideas
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are oriented to the individual library, and answers are 
often a matter of self-discovery. 
   The course makes a natural progression, from 
cataloguing and classification to circulation to ordering 
procedures and developing collection and selection 
policies (aka how to gracefully turn down donations). 
The last section moved from the basic mechanics of 
managing the library to advertising. We need to let 
parishioners in on a great big secret. We can have 
pristine collections but they are useless if members 
are not aware of our fantastic library resources. 
   Sixteen lessons later I came to the end of the 
course. I covered the basics and I looked to the future 
of the library. To keep my library fresh and exciting, 
I realized the need for an annual plan. This included 
the collection, equipment, staff, maintenance, and 
funding. What did I want to accomplish and was it 

feasible? As a solo church librarian, it was important 
for me to realize that any task could be accomplished. 
I had to step back from the large, overwhelming 
projects and break them down into small, workable 
components.  
   Was this course worth it? Yes, it was. I am a church 
librarian with thirty-five years of experience yet I 
learned something new in every lesson. Additionally, 
I looked at many areas of our library from a different 
perspective and gleaned new approaches. The 
course also reaffirmed the reason why so many of 
us are involved in fantastic church library ministries. 
I am planted exactly where God intends me to be, 
doing what He wants me to do! Would I recommend 
this course to other librarians? In a heartbeat!    
–Deborah	 Holme,	 Schuller	 Library,	 Trinity	 Lutheran	
Church,	London,	Ontario,	Canada	

LATE BREAKING 
NEWS ABOUT THE 

CSLA CONFERENCE...
   Our originally scheduled speaker, Stephen Prothero, will 

not be able to attend, so in his place we will have John 
W. Kiser as special guest and keynote speaker. Kiser is the 

author of The	Monks	of	Tibhirine, which has been adapted to film and entitled Of	
Gods	and	Men, and of Commander	of	the	Faithful.  Pulitzer Prize winner William W. Warner 
calls The	Monks	of	Tibhirine, “...a must read shocker for those unaware of recent Algerian 
history....beautifully written.” Joe Morgenstern of The	Wall	 Street	 Journal calls the film 
“Superb. Nothing less than sublime.”
   Kiser shares, “Thinking back, I have realized that my last three books have a common 
thread. Indirectly, they are about struggle and the role of faith in guiding and sustaining 
people in desperate times. The stories have moved me from being an agnostic to a believer 
in the omnipresence of divine wisdom—accessible if our antennas are tuned, and requiring 
ceaseless effort.”
   At the CSLA conference, Kiser will discuss the The	Monks	of	Tibhirine as well as the film 
adaptation and will be available for autographing the book immediately after the luncheon 
presentation. For more information on our special guest, visit www.johnwkiser.com

Correction to CSLA Conference Registration Information
Please note:  Jane Hope’s name was inadvertently omitted from the registration form as 
one of the leaders of the pre-conference Library School. She will be there with Alrene 
Hall to lead this group.

John W. Kiser
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   IN THE BEGINNING…there was a library. Well, not 
quite. The rabbis had books they lent out, but there 
was no library as such.
   It was 102 years after the 1865 founding of the 
Indianapolis Hebrew Congregation, when the 
congregation moved from a building downtown all 
the way up to 65th Street, before there was space for 
a temple library.
   In 1958, a library fund was established to fill 
the shelves of the library and lounge area with 
books, records, and movies. Surprisingly, it was the 
congregation’s brotherhood that spearheaded the 
drive to make donations in honor or in memory of a 
loved one. Books were arranged by subject but there 
was no one to take care of them.
  It was not until the early 1970s that a library 
committee was established. About ten years later, 
the library area was temporarily “condensed” while 
the building was remodeled.  Finally, in 1989, the 
library was moved to its current location; it received 

an endowment and expanded to include children’s, 
youth, and adult books and media.  At that time there 
were about three thousand books.
   Nurturing the temple library has been a slow but 
gratifying process. Nowadays, there are more than 
nine thousand items and the library is an integral part 
of the religious school as well as adult programming.
   So, here we are in the congregation’s 155th year, in 
yet another remodeling mode. We await a report on 
new plans for the library’s continued growth—and it 
all started with a brief three-sentence notice about 
the Brotherhood Library Fund that appeared in the 
weekly bulletin on October 20, 1958.
—Evelyn	Pockrass
Librarian
Indianapolis	Hebrew	Congregation

CLT	would like to feature more articles about how 
our members’ libraries got started. Please send your 
story to	Dottie	Lewis,	deglewis@gmail.com

Another Library Success Story
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Library Limelight: Keep Yours in the Center

   We are coming up on the growing and gardening 
season. In our library we found that we really did 
not have enough material for this category; we 
have been working on it ever since. This is another 

way to emphasize caring for God’s 
earth. Flowers for bulletin boards are 
available everywhere—dollar stores, 
office supplies stores, and education 
supplies stores. They are quite easy to 
make as well:  a green cylinder tube, 
some colored paper on top, and green 

streak leaves.  At this time of year, grass is also easy 
to obtain—or, it can be easily made by a rectangular 
strip of green paper, shredded. You can skip the 
flower top of the tube and substitute a book on 
gardening or flowers or farming.  Consider including 
Johnny	 Appleseed:	 “Select	 Good	 Seeds	 and	 Plant	
Them	in	Good	Ground,” reviewed in this issue of CLT. 
Here are a few places online you can check yourself 
or recommend to parents:
:	eartheasy.com/grow_gardening_children.htm
:	ehow.com/how_2197659_teach-kids-garden.html
:	urbanext.illinois.edu/firstgarden
I ran across a cute saying from our old friend Winnie-
the-Pooh that will do for a heading:  Weeds are 
flowers too, once you get to know them. Then, 
there is Green Thumbs Are Really Cool or It’s Green-
up Time.
   As April is the month for National Library Week, 
May has become the month for Children’s Book Week 
(CBW). This celebration offers many opportunities for 

your library to join 
with all the others 
in the United States. 
Why not celebtate 
children’s books all 
month? Get a great 
inexpensive poster 
from 	 for CBW—it is 

really cute. For display, you can choose to feature 
all the books you have by one author or all the ones 
you have on one subject—one year, we featured 
all the books we had that involved a library, such 
as	 Library	Lion and There’s	a	Canary	 in	 the	Library. 
You could choose all the books and other media you 
have on the current bible or other study groups in 
your congregation. Always remember to be in touch 
with everything going on in your house of worship! 
Think of CBW as a great kickoff for summer reading.  
Many schools have summer reading lists—acquire 
them and make a list for your congregation of the 
titles that you have to help them, thus boosting your 
circulation. Visit www.bookweekonline.com.
   Make the most of birthdays 

in any month; you can feature 
biographies as well as books by 
the birthday authors. In May, 
there are L. Frank Baum, Arthur 
Conan Doyle, Margaret Wise 
Brown, and Eloise Greenfield, 

to name a few. Search out more on www.kidsreads.
com/authors/author-bdays.asp.	 I see a great big 
book as a background with books or book jackets 
scattered all around the pages. Or, you could have 
a picture of a desk furnished with paper, pens, and 
pencils with books and other media floating above 
the desk. Try a silhouette of a writer sitting at that 
desk—get a teenager to do the drawing for you if 
drawing is not your specialty. 
   The baseball season gets into full swing in June. 
The boys and girls of summer can play games and 
they can read. Use a variety of summer interests to 
draw people into your library. It is hard for me to be 
specific here as all of our collections differ—but you 
might try travel books, since nearly everyone likes 
to take a trip. Try Bruce Feiler’s books on the Holy 
Land: Walking	the	Bible, Where	God	Was	Born, and 
America’s	Prophet.
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      SPECIAL FOR CSLA….PICK YOUR PROGRAM… 
Then take 50% off the price to help us  

celebrate our 30th year! 

***     CATALOG CARD CREATOR            $115   was $229 
(Prints catalog card sets or singles and label sets.   Pre-formatted,  
you select type size, style.)  Complete with 100 sheet package of 3 
cards on a sheet catalog cards… 
 

 

***    COMPUTER ACCESS CATALOG   $245    was $489 
(Catalog, easiest multi-field searching, prints label sets and lists)  
 

 

 ***  The CIRCULATION DESK                  $300  was $599 
(Circulation System, catalog, easiest multi-field searching, overdue  
management, prints label sets and lists) 
 

*** These programs also available in versions that print
catalog card sets or singles and label sets.    
 Pre-formatted,  you select type size, style.)  
 

      EASY TO LEARN… 
         EASY TO USE… 
              AFFORDABLE ! 

              Serving the Church and Synagogue  
          Library Community for more than 30 years 

 

RIGHT ON PROGRAMS 
27 Bowdon Road 

Huntington  NY  11740 

 631-424-7777  FAX: 424-7207 
email: 

friends@rightonprograms.com 

  CONTACT US………. 
 for a complete,  

fully functioning, 
DEMO program….    

FREE! 
 

Try Before You Buy! 

Time to AUTOMATE 
your CHURCH LIBRARY! 

 

The time is RIGHT! 
 

      The price is RIGHT! 
 

       The software is from 
       RIGHT ON PROGRAMS! 

  There are several special days 
in May and June:  Mother’s Day, 
Memorial Day, Father’s Day, National 
Adopt-a-Cat Month, National Zoo 
and Aquarium Month, National Fresh 
Fruit and Vegetable Month, and Rose 
Month. Be Creative!

   I am going to have to fuss a little 
bit with you readers. After Rebecca 
Menti sent me that great article 
about how she publicizes her library 
(see the first issue, 2010, CLT) I 
thought others would follow suit. I 
haven’t heard from anyone. Come 
on! You people have ideas—our 
readers want to hear them. Share 
and share alike, folks!
—Dottie	Lewis,
	 deglewis@gmail.com

Index of 
Publications 
on the Web

Searching for just the right CSLA 
guide that might be helpful to 
you in your library ministry?  
Check www.cslainfo.org for a 
NEWLY REVISED index using top-
ics common to librarians.  Topics 
range from accessioning, circula-
tion, memorials, and posters to 
weeding.

If you don’t have access to the 
internet, try your public library 
for internet access, or call Judy 
Janzen at 1-800-LIB-CSLA.
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Religion, History,
 & Culture

While the World Watched: A 
Birmingham Bombing Survivor 
Comes of Age during the Civil 
Rights Movement
Carolyn Maull McKinstry with Denise 
George.  Tyndale House, 2011. 301p. 
$17.99, hardcover.  ISBN: 978-1-4143-
3636-7.  www.tyndale.com  976.1’063 
16th Street Baptist Church Bombing, 
Birmingham, Ala., 1963. Civil rights 
movements—Alabama—Birmingham—
History—20th century. African Ameri-
cans—Alabama—Birmingham—Biography. 
Birmingham (Ala.)—Biography.

Carolyn Maull McKinstry’s book should be on everyone’s 
reading list. Readers who lived through the civil rights 
movement will have their memories refreshed; all others 
will gain a better understanding of a painful part of our his-
tory.
The passage of years has a way of dimming memories, but 

time has not dimmed McKinstry’s recollection of Sunday 
morning, September 15, 1963, when a bomb exploded at 
the Sixteenth Street Baptist Church in Birmingham, Ala-
bama, killing four teenage girls. They were her best friends. 
McKinstry narrowly missed dying with them; she had been 
with the girls moments before the explosion. Fifteen-year-
old Carolyn Maull had been unaware of Birmingham’s repu-
tation as the most racist city in the United States. Jim Crow 
laws were a fact of life and were not discussed in the home 
where she grew up. The bombing in Birmingham awakened 
her to reality, and her awareness has continued to grow in 
the years since. 

McKinstry includes several extended excerpts from the 
speeches of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., an excerpt from Gov-
ernor George Wallace’s inaugural address, and a letter from 
presidential candidate Barack Obama to the church on the 
forty-fifth anniversary of that fateful Sunday.

While the World Watched is a riveting and moving personal 
account of a painful time.   —Beverly M. Bixler

American Denominational History: 
Perspectives on the Past, Prospects 
for the Future
Keith Harper, ed.  University of Alabama 
Press, 2008. 222p. $29.95, paperback. 
 ISBN: 978-0-8173-5512-8.  www.
uapress.ua.edu  280.40973 Sects—United 
States. United States—Church history. Chris-
tianity—United States. Religion and American 
culture.
This collection of scholarly essays by 

church historians focuses on the history 
of Christian denominations within the United States. Inspired 
to update William Warren Sweet’s Religion on the American 
Frontier, published between 1931 and 1946, editor Keith Harp-
er expands Sweet’s original coverage of four denominations 
(Congregationalists, Presbyterians, Baptists, and Methodists) 
to include essays on Catholic and Mormon historiography and 
on Black Protestant, Pentecostal, and Evangelical religious 
movements. Each essay discusses recent research and publi-
cations and has extensive bibliographical notes. This is a good 
starting point for the study of denominational history, though 
perhaps more suitable for academic libraries with collection 
strengths in church historiography than for many congrega-
tional libraries.     —Lucille Boone

God Is Not One: The Eight Rival 
Religions that Run the World—and 
Why Their Differences Matter
Stephen Prothero.  Harper One, 2010. 
388p. $26.99, hardcover.  ISBN: 978-0-06-
157127-5. $16.99, paperback.  ISBN: 978-
0-06-157128-2.  www.harpercollins.com 
 200 Religions. Religious leaders. Religion 
and politics. International relations. Political 
conflicts.

Understanding religious differences 
is crucial if we are to understand our 
world. Stephen Prothero insists that 

religious differences affect us all because religions shape the 
ways their adherents behave politically, economically, and 
socially. In God Is Not One, he surveys eight great traditions. 
He has a four-step approach; for each religion he names the 
problem the religion identifies in the human condition, ar-
ticulates the solution (the goal of that religion), describes the 
religion’s techniques for achieving the solution, and identifies 

new media for your library
fresh citations
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Adam Sandler: Celebrity with Heart...18
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Case for a Creator with Kids. Updated and expanded ed....18
Case for Christ for Kids. Updated and expanded ed....18
Case for Faith for Kids. Updated and expanded ed....18
Catching Moondrops...16
Comic Torah: Reimagining the Very Good Book, The...15
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Eyewitness Remembers the Century of the Holy Spirit, An...10
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Why Prayer is Difficult and What to Do About It...11
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Saint Training...23
Salonica (DVD)...10
Sammy Comes Home...17
So Over It...23
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Touching the Clouds...15
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While the World Watched: A Birmingham Bombing Survivor 
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Who Goes There?: A Cultural History of Heaven and Hell...9
Zondervan Encyclopedia of the Bible. Rev. ed., The..14.

this issue’s
     reviews

one or more exemplars who chart the religion’s path. 
This method allows readers to see where traditions con-
verge and where they remain forever distinct. 

Prothero’s presentation differs from those of authors 
who assert that all religion is bad or that all religions are 
essentially one. He believes that the differences between 
religions are not incidental but are essential to each 
tradition’s self-understanding.
This broad survey deserves a wide readership. Readers 

will benefit from Prothero’s insightful approach and from 
learning about traditions different from their own.

    —Rabbi Louis Rieser

Who Goes There?: A Cultural 
History of Heaven and Hell
Rebecca Price Janney.  Moody, 2009. 
234p. $14.99, paperback.  ISBN: 978-
0-8024-5493-5.  www.moodypublishers.
com  236'.20973 Future life—History of 
doctrines. Heaven. Hell. United States—
Religion.
To read Who Goes There? is to 

examine history through the lens of 
views on the afterlife. After a brief 
overview of ancient beliefs, author 

Rebecca Price Janney focuses on the United States, where 
the faith of the Founding Fathers guided the course of a 
young nation. 

The search for “heaven on earth” prompted the found-
ing of utopian groups, and in times of war and hardship, 
with death an ever-present reality, views of afterlife were 
specific enough to bring comfort in suffering and motiva-
tion to live rightly.

Urbanization, the coming of immigrants, and scientific 
advances influenced views of the hereafter, while wars 
continued to require a faith that brought comfort and 
assurance. As time moved on, liberal discourse, scientific 
discoveries, and mass media challenged fundamentalism, 
and religion found—and still finds—itself being shaped 
by that culture.

Currently, most persons believe in God, and most be-
lieve in heaven. What difference does one’s belief in the 
afterlife make? Janney summarizes in the epilogue from 
an evangelical point of view, suggesting that belief in 
heaven and hell gives a moral foundation, perspective to 
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suffering, and motivation to do good in this life.
Who Goes There? is a pleasant and informative read. It is 

recommended for church libraries and persons interested in 
American and religious history.  —Carolyn Egolf

The Making of Evangelicalism: 
From Revivalism to Politics and 
Beyond
Randall Balmer.  Baylor University Press, 
2010. 89p. $19.95, hardcover.  ISBN: 
978-1-60258-243-9.  www.baylorpress.com 
 270.8'2 Evangelicalism—United States—His-
tory. United States—Church history.

In The Making of Evangelicalism, Randall 
Balmer gives an overview of “America’s 
folk religion.” Balmer cites the origins of 
American evangelicalism in the “three 
‘P’s”: remnants of New England Puritan-

ism, Continental Pietism, and Scots-Irish Presbyterianism. He 
highlights evangelicalism’s enduring strengths and traces its 
development through crucial turning points. Raised as an 
evangelical, Balmer feels strongly that with the ascension of the 
Religious Right in recent decades, evangelicalism has been hi-
jacked by powerful political interests. He provides a fascinating 
history lesson that includes the First and Second Great Awaken-
ings, the Scopes trial, Roe v. Wade, and the election of Jimmy 
Carter. He discusses influential figures including Jonathan 
Edwards, Charles Finney, William Jennings Bryan, Billy Graham, 
and Ronald Reagan.

Some general readers will find Balmer’s scholarly prose an 
impediment, and not everyone will agree with his observations. 
But this small book tells a story that should not be forgotten. 

Balmer also wrote Thy Kingdom Come: How the Religious Right 
Distorts the Faith and Threatens America (Basic, 2007) and God 
in the White House: How Faith Shaped the Presidency from John F. 
Kennedy to George W. Bush (HarperOne, 2008). He is a professor 
of American Religious History at Columbia University in New 
York.     —Ré Stooksberry

An Eyewitness Remembers the 
Century of the Holy Spirit
Vinson Synan.  Chosen, 2010. 224p. 
$17.99, hardcover.  ISBN: 978-0-8007-
9485-9.  www.chosenbooks.com  
270.8’2 Pentecostalism—History.

An Eyewitness Remembers the Century 
of the Holy Spirit is both a memoir of 
one man’s experiences and a thorough 
record of the Pentecostal movement, 
beginning with the 1906 Azusa Street 
Revival in Los Angeles. Vinson Synan 
traces the history of Pentecostal-
ism through significant persons and 

events, including important gatherings and several “waves,” 
when many people were drawn to Pentecostal beliefs and 
practices. 

Synan encourages all Christians to learn from one another 
and to be open to the various ways in which the Spirit works. 
Baptism in the Spirit, speaking in tongues, and prosperity gos-
pel are controversial. In one of Synan’s strongest chapters he 
explains and defends prosperity gospel. When people are lifted 
spiritually to better ways of living, he writes, they often fare bet-

ter not only in faith but also in health and economics. 
Figures such as Oral Roberts, Jack Hayford, and Joyce Meyer 

will be familiar to some readers, and many less well-known 
persons are noted and credited for their contributions. 

Synan is hopeful as he anticipates further expansive growth of 
Pentecostalism in Africa, India, and other places beyond North 
America. 

Notes, bibliography, and index are helpful. Recommended 
especially for Pentecostal church libraries and for persons inter-
ested in church history and ecumenism. —Carolyn Egolf

Portrait of a Holocaust Child: Memories
and Reflections
Rita Kasimow Brown.  Gefen, 2010. 79p. $14.95, paperback.  
ISBN: 978-965-229-482-1.  www.gefenpublishing.com  940.53 
Holocaust, Jewish (1939-1945)—Personal narratives. Jewish children—
Belarus—Biography.

As the years go by, we are losing the voices of Holocaust sur-
vivors, liberators, and Righteous Gentiles. Rita Kasimow Brown 
has given testimony in Portrait of a Holocaust Child, telling 
how she and her family hid for almost two years in a pit she 
called “the Grub,” under the barn of a family in Belarus. They 
lived in horrific conditions until their rescue by the Russian 
army. Almost all of the Jewish population in the area, includ-
ing the rest of Brown’s family, perished.

Brown, a psychologist and an accomplished artist, uses a di-
ary she kept during the Intifada of 2001 as a way of telling her 
story. She includes eight pages of her artwork. Some images 
are grim and disturbing; others, including the cover art, are 
full of hope. There are also photographs of the Kasimow fam-
ily throughout the book.
The viewpoint shifts from 2001 to the past and can be 

difficult to follow. But it is important for testimonies to be 
recorded and heard. This book is appropriate for any church or 
synagogue library that collects literature of the Holocaust.

     —Fianna D. Holt

Salonica (DVD)
Seventh Art Releasing, 2008. 8 Distributed by Alden Films. 87 min-
utes. $49.95, DVD.  ISBN: 978-1-877684-79-1.  www.aldenfilms.
com  DDC Jews—Greece—Thessaloniki—History.

For more than four hundred years, Jews built an active com-
munity in Thessaloniki, now known as Salonica (or Salonika), 
Greece. After the Nazis invaded in 1941, it took just one week 
for that vibrant 55,000-member community to be destroyed. 
When World War II ended, concentration camp survivors, as 
well as partisans who had been hiding in the mountains, 
returned to the meager remnants of the Jewish Salonica they 
had once known.
The story of the life and destruction of this vibrant Jewish 

community in Macedonia is told primarily through recollec-
tions of a few remaining survivors. In addition, we see a young 
boy preparing for his Bar Mitzvah. Amidst beautiful photog-
raphy and haunting musical themes of this city by the sea, we 
learn that a major Greek university in Salonica is built right 
over the grounds of the Jewish cemetery (vandalized by the 
Nazis).
There are English subtitles for most of the film. The language 

of the elderly survivors, descended from Jews who fled Spain 
during the Inquisition and settled in various Mediterranean 
locations, is Ladino, also known as Judeo-Spanish.
This DVD will be of interest to Sephardic congregations and 
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in libraries whose collections include modern Greek history.
Occasional special pricing offered by the distributor may 

reduce the cost. —Evelyn Pockrass

Prayer

Making Prayer Real: Leading 
Jewish Spiritual Voices on Why 
Prayer is Difficult and What to 
Do About It
Mike Comins.  Jewish Lights, 2010. 
280p. $18.99, paperback.  ISBN: 978-1-
58023-417- 7.  www.jewishlights.com  
296.4’5 Prayer—Judaism.

While it is not so difficult to describe 
prayer, teaching the art of praying 
requires a special touch. Information 
about the history and structure of 
Jewish prayer is readily available, but 
good guidance on entering into a 

personal practice of prayer is rare. Making Prayer Real provides 
direction, with the help of dozens of talented teachers. 

Instead of simply collecting a variety of essays, Mike Comins 
interviewed gifted rabbis and blended their insights with his 
own experience as a rabbi in teaching the art of Jewish prayer. 
He begins by describing the basics (a sense of gratitude, the 
cultivation of inner focus, engaging one’s self—body and 
soul) as preparation for developing one’s individual voice in 
prayer. He then builds the bridge between an individual prac-
tice and joining with a community in traditional prayer. Along 
the way he offers interesting and useful exercises, ranging 
from the simple to the challenging, that aid in cultivating the 
art of prayer.  

Comins maintains his focus broadly on the act of praying, 
presenting a variety of approaches and tools to help the 
merely curious as well as the seasoned pray-er. All people 
who seek to enhance their personal relationship with the Holy 
One will find helpful guidance in this book. Highly recom-
mended.   —Rabbi Louis A. Rieser 

Beginning Contemplative Prayer: Out of Chaos
Into Quiet. Rev. ed.
Kathryn J. Hermes.  Pauline, 2009. 169p. $12.95, paperback.  
ISBN: 978-0-8198-1176-9.  www.pauline.org  248.3’4 Prayer—Chris-
tianity. Contemplation.

Kathryn J. Hermes provides an excellent introduction to the 
quiet experience of God known as contemplative prayer. To 
the original 2001 edition she has added three new chapters, 
endnotes, a guide for using the book in a prayer group, and a 
five-week personal prayer guide. She has also worked addi-
tional material into the original chapters.

Beginning Contemplative Prayer opens with a series of de-
scriptive chapters for the beginner and then looks at various 
approaches to contemplative prayer, including those of mys-
tics Brother Lawrence, Saint Ignatius of Loyola, Saint Teresa of 
Avila, and the anonymous author of The Cloud of Unknowing. 
Hermes adds a chapter on the practice of lectio divina, or holy 
reading. Later sections offer encouragement for committing 
to and persevering in contemplative practice. Throughout the 

book, Hermes is generous with suggestions for methods that 
enrich the experience. She is especially helpful with the chal-
lenge of quieting a busy mind.

Hermes addresses Roman Catholics, but Christians of any 
denomination who wish to try contemplative prayer will find 
her book an excellent guide. Her bibliography lists additional 
resources.    —Monica Tenney

Who By Fire, Who By Water: 
Un’taneh Tokef
Lawrence A. Hoffman, ed. Jewish Lights, 
2010. 253p. $24.99, hardcover. ISBN: 
978-1-58023-424-5. www.jewishlights.
com 296.4’53 U’netanneh tokef. High 
Holidays—Liturgy. Judaism—Liturgy. Judg-
ment of God.
The High Holy Days present the 

most theologically complex prayers 
of the Jewish year.  Among the most 
difficult is the Un’taneh tokef, which 
asserts that “as a shepherd . . .  has his 
sheep pass under his staff, so too will 

You [God] record and recount and review all living beings.” The 
prayer is inspiring and challenging, offering a grand vision of 
God as judge, but it also suggests a fatalistic determinism that 
leaves little to free choice.
This book from the Prayers of Awe series helps the reader 

understand the multiple dimensions of the Un’taneh tokef. It 
describes the history of the prayer and sets its context within 
the greater development of Jewish liturgy. A new translation 
helps the reader of English more readily see nuances of the 
prayer. More than forty respondents—rabbis, scholars, artists, 
and poets—offer contemporary understandings of the prayer. 
They demonstrate the many ways one might wrestle with the 
prayer to reveal the depths of its meaning. The responses are 
uneven, but the best ones stir serious thought about the text 
of Un’taneh tokef and one’s own stance before the Holy One 
on the High Holy Days.

Recommended for individual learning or as the basis for 
interesting group discussions. —Rabbi Louis A. Rieser 

Quilt of Joy: Stories of Hope 
From the Patchwork Life
Mary Tatem.  Revell (an imprint of Baker), 
2010. 222p. $12.99.  ISBN: 978-0-8007-
3364-3.  www.revellbooks.com  242.643 
Quiltmakers—Prayers and devotions. Chris-
tian women—Prayers and devotions.

Quilter Mary Tatem writes books 
that are a wonderful blend of craft 
and Christian reflection. Her latest, 
Quilt of Joy, continues her tradition 
of story, scripture, and prayer, with 
entries based on popular quilt pat-

terns. For each, Tatem describes the pattern and explains its 
history. She then follows with a story.

Quilt of Joy will appeal both to quilters and to people who 
treasure quilts made by others. It is appropriate for clergy 
and for congregational and academic libraries. Quilt of Joy 
will also provide good study material for faith-based sewing 
groups and circles.   —Sharon Hinton 
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Passages

Creative Aging: Rethinking 
Retirement and Non-Retirement 
in a Changing World
Marjory Zoet Bankson.  Skylight Paths, 
2010. 138p. $16.99, paperback.  ISBN: 
978-1-59473-281-2.  www.skylightpaths.
com  248.85 Retirement. Retirement—Psy-
chological aspects. Retirees—Conduct of life. 
Self-actualization (Psychology). Aging.

Retirement is no longer a matter of 
trading work for a life of leisure ac-
tivities. Instead, the senior years are a 
time when one may reinvent one’s life 

based on new exploration of skills and interests. Marjory Zoet 
Bankson provides a useful guide for anyone considering how 
to shape life in what some have called the “third age.”  

Bankson acknowledges that many people define their lives 
by the work they do and that after retirement some people 
wonder who they are and what meaningful work they can do. 
She outlines seven useful steps that can smooth the transi-
tion from a professional career into what she calls the age of 
generativity. Throughout, Bankson offers interesting examples 
of people who have found creative and fulfilling vocations as 
they entered the age of Social Security. 

I find this book engaging on many levels. It reminds us of 
the spiritual dimensions of daily life that find expression (at 
any age) in mission, creativity, relationship, and more. It is a 
practical, encouraging book that affirms our ability to grow 
creatively throughout our lives. Highly recommended. 

    —Rabbi Louis A. Rieser
 

Souls in Full Sail: A Christian 
Spirituality for the Later Years
Emilie Griffin.  InterVarsity, 2011. 183p. 
$15.00, paperback.  ISBN: 978-0-8308-
3548-5.  www.ivpress.com  248.85 Older 
people—Religious life. Aging—Religious 
aspects—Christianity. Spirituality.

A sea voyage is, to Emilie Griffin, an 
apt metaphor for a Christian’s journey 
into the uncertain territory of the later 
years. In Souls in Full Sail, she explores 
the changing (and often deepening) 
spiritual lives of Christians who have 

matured beyond middle age. Griffin, a leader in the Renovaré 
spiritual formation movement, weaves intimate recollections 
of her mother and other family members into her consider-
ation of various aspects of aging and spirituality. She consid-
ers the influence of family relationships past and present, 
fears that can come with being homeward-bound, religious 
imagination, and changes in work, home life, and health.  

Griffin offers poetry, her own and that of classic poets such 
as William Wordsworth, Emily Dickinson, and Gerard Manley 
Hopkins. There are frequent, fitting references to works of 
drama and literature, including those of William Shakespeare, 
Thornton Wilder, Truman Capote, Charles Dickens, and espe-
cially C. S. Lewis.

With spiritual exercises and questions for reflection at the 
close of each chapter, Souls in Full Sail is ideal for group study 
or for journaling. 

Griffin previously authored Wilderness Time: A Guide for Spiri-
tual Retreat (HarperOne, 1997) and Small Surrenders: A Lenten 
Journey (Paraclete, 2008).   —Monica Tenney

Plain Talk about Alzheimer’s 
Disease: Alzheimer’s Related 
Dementia and Wandering (DVD)
Matt Connolly.8 Truro, 2008. Distributed by 
Vision Video. 61 minutes. $24.99, DVD.  
Catalog #: 501295D.  www.visionvideo.
com  616.831 Alzheimer’s disease—Pa-
tients. Senile dementia—Patients. 
This excellent video is divided into 

two sections. The first section de-
scribes basic brain anatomy, signs and 
symptoms of Alzheimer’s disease, and 
ways to work and communicate with 

people who are afflicted with the disease. It also discusses 
current drug therapies. Definitions, statistics, and other specif-
ics provided are easy to understand, and the presentation 
facilitates discussion for groups. 
The video’s second section addresses wandering by Alzheim-

er’s patients. It is in this section where the presenter, Kimberly 
Kelly, shines. Kelly is the founder of an Alzheimer’s education 
program called Project Far from Home. She has years of expe-
rience with search-and-rescue efforts for Alzheimer’s victims. 
Kelly tells viewers that the chances of imminent death for a 
person with Alzheimer’s who has been missing for more than 
twenty-four hours rises to an alarming forty-six percent or 
higher. Plain Talk about Alzheimer’s provides helpful sugges-
tions for preventing wandering and steps to take if it occurs. 
Family members, caregivers, health ministry workers, and 
anyone else who works with this vulnerable and increasing 
population will value this video. Recommended for congrega-
tional libraries.    —Sharon Hinton

Facing Illness, Finding God: 
How Judaism Can Help You and 
Caregivers Cope When Body or 
Spirit Fails
Joseph B. Meszler.  Jewish Lights, 2010. 
180p. $16.99, paperback.  ISBN: 978-1-
58023-423-8.  www.jewishlights.com  
296.3’76 Healing—Religious aspects—Juda-
ism. Diseases—Religious aspects—Judaism. 
Care of the sick—Religious aspects—Juda-
ism. God (Judaism). Spiritual life—Judaism. 
Spiritual healing. Sick—Religious life. Care-
givers—Religious life. Judaism—Doctrines.

Illness weakens not only the body 
but also the soul. Judaism offers, as other traditions do, many 
teachings and practices to support people who are ill and 
their caregivers. This book serves as a guide to those means of 
support offered by Judaism. 
The short chapters each address a distinct topic, illuminating 

many dimensions of an encounter with illness. Some chap-
ters focus on the person who is ill, others the caretaker or the 
community. Some are illustrated by deeply moving tales of 
individuals, including the author and his family, who confront 

Facing
Illness

Finding
God

How Judaism Can Help 
You and Caregivers Cope 
When Body or Spirit Fails

Rabbi Joseph B. Meszler
author of Witnesses to the One: The Spiritual History of the Sh’ma

MeszlerFor People of All Faiths, All Backgrounds

JEWISH LIGHTS Publishing
Woodstock,Vermont

www.jewishlights.com

Judaism / Spirituality / Healing
$16.99 (Higher Outside the U.S.)

ISBN 978-1-58023-423-8

JL
JEWISH
LIGHTS

HEALING

Find spiritual strength for healing in
the wisdom of Jewish tradition.

Whether you are facing illness yourself, serving as a caregiver, providing
pastoral care, or simply wondering where God is when we get sick, the
teachings and wisdom of Jewish tradition can help you cope with the diffi-
culties of illness and infirmity.

With a format designed to accommodate the stressful life of people
dealing with illness, Rabbi Joseph B. Meszler helps you focus on spiritual
well-being as an essential aspect of physical healing and wholeness. He pro-
vides comfort and inspiration to help you maintain personal balance and
family harmony amid the fear, pain, and chaos of illness. Combining the
stories of real people with insights from Jewish sources, he offers practical
advice and spiritual guidance for:

• Reaching inward to the soul when the body fails
• Reaching outward to provide strength, comfort, and compassion to the

ill or infirm
• Reaching upward to God through prayer and daily gratitude
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“Deeply personal and professionally inspiring.…
Moving and yet practical … helps us reach into
our unique inner resources, out to our friends
and community, and up to the ultimate Source
of Healing and Wholeness.”
—Rabbi Simkha Y. Weintraub, LCSW,

JBFCS/National Center for Jewish Healing;
editor, Healing of Soul, Healing of Body: Spiritual
Leaders Unfold the Strength & Solace in Psalms

“A rich resource for congregational bikkur cholim
and caring committees, rabbis and chaplains,
and anyone who has ever felt alone…. Speaks
to our human need for relationship with God
and with each other. A wonderful gift.”
—Rabbi Ruth Alpers, Clinical Pastoral

Education Supervisor, Children’s Hospital,
Cincinnati

“Very accessible ... provides knowing
companionship for those living with
illness and the people who care for
them. Reflecting on many dimensions
of the experience of illness, he shares
a universally human as well as a par-
ticularly Jewish wisdom.”
—Nancy Flam, co-director of programs,

Institute for Jewish Spirituality

“Reach out to others. Reach out to
God. Reach inside yourself. Then
reach for this book. In it, you will find
healing and hope.”
—Rabbi Kerry M. Olitzky, author,

Jewish Paths toward Healing and
Wholeness: A Personal Guide to
Dealing with Suffering

Facing Illness cover  12/18/09  2:00 PM  Page 1
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health issues. Others examine religious teachings drawn from 
the breadth of Jewish tradition. The author acknowledges the 
emotional challenge of illness, the physical work of provid-
ing care, the psychological boost that comes with visiting the 
sick, and the spiritual gift of prayer. He encourages us to look 
within ourselves and to look to God.  
This is a Jewish handbook to the spiritual art of providing 

care—to oneself, to loved ones, and to the community. Its 
teachings can be taken in short helpings to provide comfort 
as well as guidance.  —Rabbi Louis A. Rieser  

The Voice that Calls You Home: Inspiration
for Life’s Journeys
Andrea Raynor.  Atria (an imprint of Simon & Schuster), 2009. 278p. 
$24.00, hardcover.  ISBN: 978-1-4165-9611-0.  www.simonand-
schuster.com  204.42 Spirituality. Consolation. Death—Religious 
aspects. Terminally ill—Religious life.

Andrea Raynor is uniquely qualified to write about the 
religious aspects of illness, death, and grief. She brings the 
perspective of a hospice chaplain and a cancer survivor to The 
Voice that Calls You Home. It is a warm, personal account of her 
experiences and the emotions they evoke.

A large portion of Raynor’s book deals with her months as a 
chaplain at Ground Zero following the events of September 11, 
2001 and, later, her struggle with breast cancer. The chapters 
detailing her service at Ground Zero provide readers with a 
more intimate look and greater understanding of the enormity 
and long-lasting effects of that tragedy than most would ever 
have otherwise.

All women who have battled breast cancer will relate in some 
degree to Raynor’s description of the emotional roller-coaster 
ride she endured. The Voice that Calls You Home will be of value 
to caregivers and to others who contend with illness or grief.

     —Beverly M. Bixler

Healing Conversations: What to Say When You Don’t 
Know What to Say
Nance Guilmartin.  Jossey-Bass (an imprint of Wiley), 2010. 213p. 
$14.95, paperback.  ISBN: 978-0-470-60355-0.  www.josseybass.
com  153.6 Consolation. Interpersonal communication.

Nance Guilmartin’s revised edition of Healing Conversations: 
What to Say When You Don’t Know What to Say (originally pub-
lished in 2002) should be in every congregational library. In 
short chapters written in an engaging style, Guilmartin pres-
ents her readers with many of the challenging situations that 
everyone will face sooner or later. Often these occasions lead 
to awkward moments when one does not know what to say or 
do. Guilmartin shares stories from her own life as well as stories 
from others to provide guidelines for coping with such times. 
She discusses difficult situations such as the death of a beloved 

pet, the suicide of a loved one, divorce, job loss, bankruptcy, 
surgery, and much more.
This book will be of particular value to clergy and caregivers, 

but there is no one who will not benefit from Healing Conversa-
tions.     —Beverly M. Bixler

Living in Faith

A Formula for Proper Living: 
Practical Lessons from Life
and Torah
Abraham J. Twerski.  Jewish Lights, 
2009. 126p. $19.99, hardcover.  ISBN: 
978-1-58023-402-3.  www.jewishlights.
com  296.7 Jewish way of life. Spiritual 
life—Judaism. Self-esteem—Religious as-
pects—Judaism. Self-perception—Religious 
aspects—Judaism. Self-realization—Religious 
aspects—Judaism.

In a brief but engaging volume, rabbi 
and psychiatrist Abraham J. Twerski en-

gages the reader in a spiritual and psychiatric journey exploring 
the meaning of proper living.
Twerski, founder and former medical director of Gateway 

Rehabilitation, a network of addiction treatment centers, feels 
that we all have a love for God and therefore what God wants of 
us should be our guide for how we live.
Twerski starts with a discussion of the desires for both good 

and evil with which each human being struggles. He refers to 
Sigmund Freud’s concepts of the id, ego, and superego. Ad-
ditional chapters focus on identity, self-esteem, loving others, 
defense mechanisms, coping with adversity, and perfecting the 
world. Twerski interweaves many stories from the Bible, rabbin-
ic literature, and personal experiences (some from Gateway) to 
make his points and give meaningful examples. One interesting 
observation is that the Torah does not acknowledge a status 
of adolescence and that after the eleventh year for a girl and 
the twelfth year for a boy, a child becomes an adult. As such, 
according to the Talmud, a person is always responsible for his 
or her actions.
The rabbi’s warmth, humor, and intelligence are tangible. 

Many readers will find this book uplifting. Recommended.
     —Evelyn Pockrass

Faith Formation in Vital 
Congregations
Marian R. Plant.  Pilgrim, 2009. 128p. 
$12.00, paperback.  ISBN: 978-0-8298-
1813-0.  www.thepilgrimpress.com  
268'.434 Christian education of adults.

Keeping Christian education dynamic 
is an important role for both clergy 
and lay leaders in churches today. No 
matter the size of the congregation, it 
is vital to teach and to show how to 
put the message of Christ into practice. 
Marian Plant, who received her M.Div. 
from Methodist Theological School 
in Ohio, is an ordained minister in the 
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United Church of Christ and is now an associate professor at 
Defiance College in Ohio. She focuses on how to emphasize 
learning to live faithfully in today’s society. Part of the Congre-
gational Vitality series, this book encourages church leaders to 
keep their ministries fresh. The message remains the same, but 
Christian educators need to change the delivery to connect 
with congregants in the twenty-first century.

    —Mary Lou Henneman

Renewal for the Wounded 
Warrior: A Burnout Survival 
Guide for Believers
R. Loren Sandford.  Chosen, 2010. 
190p. $13.99, paperback.  ISBN: 
978-0-8007-9480-4.  www.chosen-
books.com  248.86 Burnout (Psychol-
ogy)—Religious aspects—Christianity.

R. Loren Sandford has written 
Renewal for the Wounded Warrior: A 
Burnout Survival Guide for Believers 
from the perspective of a Christian 
pastor. It is his personal story, but 
he frequently assures his readers 
that burnout is not a malady pecu-

liar to clergy, thus widening his book’s appeal. Two-thirds of 
his memoir describes what burnout is, its three stages, and 
their characteristics. One chapter deals with how to suc-
cessfully live with a third-stage burnout victim. Sandford 
presents his wife’s experience as an example.

If one has ever wondered exactly what the sixteenth-
century Spanish mystic, Saint John of the Cross, meant in 
his writings on the “Dark Night of the Soul,” he or she will 
have a clear understanding after reading the second part 
of Renewal for the Wounded Warrior. Borrowing the title of 
the Spanish work, Sandford describes the pathena—the dif-
ferent kind of suffering endured by a person experiencing 
the dark night of the soul. Sandford’s book will be of special 
interest to Christian pastors and to persons who work with 
victims of depression.   —Beverly M. Bixler

My Bangs Look Good and 
Other Lies I Tell Myself:
The Tired Supergirl’s Search
for Truth
Susanna Foth Aughtmon.  Revell 
(an imprint of Baker), 2010. 186p. 
$12.99, paperback.  ISBN: 978-0-
8007-3418-3.  www.revellbooks.com 
 248.843 Christian women—Religious 
life.
The subtitle says it all. Susanna 

Aughtmon calls herself a tired 
supergirl, and she knows that 
many other young women qualify 
for the term. Trying to be a good 

Christian woman in a society filled with distractions, lies, 
and half-truths is exhausting. What makes life especially 
difficult is that “the Liar” (a.k.a. Satan) continually causes 
women to doubt themselves. But Aughtmon proposes 
ways to withstand the Liar and focus on truth. With wit 

and wisdom, she addresses twenty-three lies we often tell 
ourselves. Among those lies:  “God doesn’t hear me.”  “God 
caused my problems.”  “I need to do good so that God will 
love me.”

Readers will laugh and learn as Aughtmon uses personal 
examples to debunk common falsehoods and help women 
focus on God’s truth. 

Aughtmon is also the author of All I Need Is Jesus & A Good 
Pair of Jeans: The Tired Supergirl’s Search for Grace, also pub-
lished by Revell.   —Mary Lou Henneman

The Bible

The Zondervan 
Encyclopedia of the 
Bible. Rev. ed.
Merrill C. Tenney, general 
editor; Moisés Silva, revision 
editor.  Zondervan, 2009. 
5 vols. 5,520p. $279.00, 
hardcover.  ISBN: 978-
0-310-24136-2.  www.
zondervan.com  220.3 Bi-
ble—Encyclopedias.
This five-volume collec-

tion of information on 
all things biblical is an 
updated version of the 

1975 classic Zondervan Pictorial Encyclopedia of the Bible. 
The new version is notable for its visual appeal and ease of 
use. Entries cover more than 7,500 people, places, things, 
and concepts mentioned in or related to the Bible. Each en-
try for a proper name includes an easy pronunciation guide. 
Most biblical quotations are from the NIV, but there are 
frequent references to renderings in the KJV, the NRSV, and 
other versions. Cross-references are clearly indicated with 
small caps. Entries for Hebrew, Aramaic, and Greek words 
also provide the word in the original language, along with 
Goodrick-Kohlenberger numbers to allow for identification 
in reference works using that system. Lengthy entries are 
segmented using a standard outline system. Color photos, 
maps, and charts augment the text; many of the two-page 
spreads have at least one illustration. 
The ZEB is aimed not only at scholars but also at a wide 

general readership. The list of contributors reflects its solid 
academic foundation with an evangelical bent. Church 
librarians, especially in congregations where the NIV is pre-
ferred, will want to add it to their wish lists and watch for a 
donor.     —Monica Tenney

Practice Resurrection: A Conversation on Growing 
Up in Christ
Eugene H. Peterson.  Eerdmans, 2010. 290p. $24.00, hard-
cover.  ISBN: 978-0-8028-2955-9.  www.eerdmans.com  
227.5077 Bible. N.T. Ephesians—Commentaries.

Eugene Peterson, author of the biblical paraphrase The 
Message, concludes his five-part Conversations on Spiritual 
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Theology with an examination of Paul’s letter to the Ephe-
sians, “the best text in the entire Bible for getting us in on 
what is involved behind the scenes in our congregations.” 
Peterson looks at selected passages from Ephesians, bring-
ing in passages from Psalms, Revelation, and elsewhere, to 
discover what they say about living as the body of Christ, 
“growing to maturity, to the stature of Christ.” From his cell 
in a Roman prison, Paul teaches the people of the church 
how to worship, pray, work, and interact in ways that reveal 
Christ’s living presence. He describes for them and for us 
what growing up in Christ looks like, and how church is 
God’s gift that allows a continuing relationship with God 
and one another. Church is the community in which we 
mature as followers of Christ, a “playing field” where we 
“practice God, practice resurrection.” 

This is essential reading for students of the New Testa-
ment and for church leaders ready for a refresher course in 
Christian life. 
Thoroughly indexed by name, subject, and scripture. In 

an appendix, Peterson recommends various writers on the 
topic of practicing resurrection.  —Monica Tenney

The Lost World of Genesis 
One: Ancient Cosmology and 
the Origins Debate
John H. Walton.  InterVarsity, 2009. 
192p. $16.00, paperback.  ISBN: 
978-0-8308-3704-5.  www.ivpress.
com  231.7’65 Bible. O.T. Genesis—
Criticism, interpretation, etc. Biblical 
cosmology. Creationism. Cosmog-
ony.
The controversy continues—

creationism vs. evolution vs. 
intelligent design. John H. 
Walton, professor of Old Testa-
ment at Wheaton College in 
Illinois, offers another option. 

Walton believes that Genesis I describes not the origins of 
the material universe but the beginnings of the world as a 
functioning “cosmic temple” of God. His approach removes 
many stumbling blocks in creation debates, and he under-
scores his propositions with references to ancient writings, 
culture’s impact on understanding, and scientific data. 
While noting, “we cannot force Genesis to speak to some 
later science,” his view makes room for empirical scientific 
data, at times enhancing rather than weakening faith.

Readers may benefit from looking at the general summary 
and FAQ section even before taking up the main text. A 
strong section on the Sabbath suggests that we focus on 
God’s control of and purpose for creation, a proposal that 
removes the need for rules about how Sabbath is observed. 
(This is not the only time problems become non-issues or 
have changed emphasis in Walton’s cosmic temple view.)

Walton’s book will renew readers’ appreciation for the com-
plexity of the created world. Parents, Sunday school teach-
ers, and anyone interested in an approach that effectively 
bridges empirical science and faith may enjoy Walton’s 
book.     —Carolyn Egolf

The Comic Torah: Reimagining the Very Good Book
Sharon Rosenzweig and Aaron Freeman.  Ben Yehuda, 2010. 
128p. $19.95, paperback.  ISBN: 978-1934730546.  www.
benyehudapress.com  222.1 Torah—Comic books, strips, etc.

I stumbled onto The Comic Torah online years ago, and 
it became a favorite stop as I prepared the weekly Torah 
portion. It offers vivid re-readings of the text—outrageous, 
irreverent, and provocative. The green-faced woman who 
is God interacts with a Black Moses, a voluptuous Land of 
Israel, and other well-known characters of the Torah.  While 
the text is drawn from the Torah and her commentaries, you 
may never have focused on these particular readings.  
This is not a book for the weak of spirit. It will be difficult 

reading for people who think the Bible is beyond parody. 
The book jacket reminds the reader that it is for mature 
audiences; the Land of Israel behaves seductively, God is 
occasionally vindictive, and at times the action is violent or 
sensual. But readers who are willing to consider this presen-
tation will remember that these too are the words of Torah, 
even if they are not the ones we prefer to read.  

I am thrilled that this online treat is now on my bookshelf. 
It reminds me that the Torah records a difficult, contentious, 
and transformative relationship between God and a skepti-
cal people—a very contemporary struggle. Enjoy!

    —Rabbi Louis A. Rieser
[Rabbi Rieser was one of the backers of the print publica-

tion of The Comic Torah. However, he does not benefit from 
its sale—Editor’s Note.] 

Fiction

Touching the Clouds
Bonnie Leon.  Revell (an imprint of 
Baker), 2010. 364p. $14.99, paper-
back.  ISBN: 978-0-8007-3359-9.  
www.revellbooks.com  Fiction Women 
air pilots—Fiction. Bush pilots—Fic-
tion. Alaska—Fiction.

Bonnie Leon’s Touching the Clouds, 
the first in the Alaskan Skies series, 
is an absorbing adventure set in 
the 1930s. Leon’s main character, 
Kate Evans, displays an indepen-
dent spirit. Kate was taught to fly 
by her father when she was young, 
and she cannot see her life as com-

plete without soaring into the clouds. But is she running 
away?

Kate calls off her wedding to her childhood sweetheart, 
deciding she needs a change of scenery and a chance to 
fulfill her dream to work as a bush pilot in Alaska. As she 
leaves her family in Washington State, it seems she is also 
trying to escape a nightmare from her past. Facing the un-
known as an outsider in a rough environment, Kate learns 
more about herself. When she meets Paul, a man who has 
also traveled to Alaska to escape his past, she unexpectedly 
finds a kindred spirit. Together, their faith enables them to 
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make peace with their past lives and face the challenges of 
the present.

Fans of Christian romance will find the characters appeal-
ing and Touching the Clouds well written.

    —Mary Lou Henneman

Making Waves
Lorna Seilstad.  Revell (an imprint of 
Baker), 2010. 363p. $14.99, paperback. 
 ISBN: 978-0-8007-3445-9.  www.
revellbooks.com  Fiction Sailing—Fic-
tion. Iowa—Fiction.

Spending the summer at Lake 
Manawa, Iowa, in 1895 may sound 
peaceful. But in Lorna Seilstad’s 
new Lake Manawa Summers 
series, it is far from quiet for feisty 
Marguerite Westing. Marguerite’s 
father dotes on her, the only girl 
in the family, and allows her to 
pursue such unladylike interests 

as astronomy and sailing. Marguerite’s mother hopes her 
daughter will secure her future happiness by marrying the 
handsome and wealthy Roger Gordon, who appears to Mar-
guerite’s mother to have everything a girl could hope for in 
a husband. Unfortunately, Marguerite finds him boring and 
self-centered. When she meets young sailing instructor Trip 
Andrews, she discovers summer magic in their relationship.

Relying on her faith and some help from her young broth-
er, Marguerite tries to break free of gender stereotypes. But 
is her family keeping a secret from her? Does Roger have 
the power to ruin her family financially if she refuses to 
marry him?

Making Waves is a perfect summer read for fans of Chris-
tian romance.   —Mary Lou Henneman

The Girl in the Gatehouse
Julie Klassen.  Bethany House, 2011. 
391p. $14.99, paperback.  ISBN: 
978-0-7642-0708-2.  www.bethany-
house.com  Fiction Women au-
thors—Fiction. England—Social life and 
customs—19th century—Fiction.

The Girl in the Gatehouse will ap-
peal to readers who enjoyed Julie 
Klassen’s previous novel, The Silent 
Governess (Bethany House, 2010, 
reviewed in this year’s first issue of 
CLT), and also to admirers of Jane 
Austen’s works. In a note to read-
ers at the end of the novel, Klassen 

discusses her interest in Austen and the English writer’s 
influence on her books.

Mariah Aubrey’s father banishes her from home for a 
reason that is revealed only as the plot unfolds. The twenty-
two-year-old takes up residence in the empty gatehouse 
on the estate of her elderly widowed aunt. In an era when it 
was not considered proper for young English ladies to write 
novels, it is Mariah’s only way to support herself and her 
servant, Miss Dixon. Keeping her identity secret presents 
problems. When the aunt dies, her stepson leases the estate 

to Captain Matthew Bryant. Love, additional mysteries, and 
intrigue follow.

In Mariah and Matthew, Klassen has created protagonists 
reminiscent of those in Austen’s books, but she has also cre-
ated a cast of interesting secondary characters. Plot, charac-
ters, and style make The Girl in the Gatehouse an entertain-
ing historical novel.   —Beverly M. Bixler

Catching Moondrops
Jennifer Erin Valent.  Tyndale House, 
2010. 370p. $12.99, paperback.  
ISBN: 978-1-4143-3327-4.  www.tyn-
dale.com  Fiction. Race relations—Fic-
tion. Virginia—Fiction.

Catching Moondrops is the third 
volume in a trilogy that began 
with Fireflies in December, which 
earned Jennifer Erin Valent the 
2007 Christian Writers Guild Opera-
tion First Novel prize and a 2010 
Christy Award. All three books (the 
second is Cottonwood Whispers) 
are set in rural Virginia during the 

Great Depression, a place and time when racial segrega-
tion was the norm and the Ku Klux Klan was a frightening 
presence. The stories are narrated by young Jessilyn Lassiter, 
whose white parents defy accepted practice by taking in an 
orphaned black girl and lovingly raising her as Jessie’s sister. 
By the time Catching Moondrops begins, the girls are young 
women; they have already felt racial hatred and have seen 
the violence it sparks. Murder, guilt, revenge, faith, doubt, 
forgiveness, and young love all figure into the story. Jessie, 
who has been surrounded all her life by Christians but never 
truly understood their faith, is brought low by her own dark 
impulses before opening her soul to God’s grace. 

Valent writes in an engaging style and has a gift for dia-
logue. Reading Catching Moondrops without reading the 
earlier books is no problem—Valent smoothly provides the 
necessary backstory—but readers will appreciate finding all 
three volumes on library shelves. Highly recommended.

     —Monica Tenney

Live and Become (DVD)
Radu Mihaileanu. 8 Menemsha Films, 
2009. 140 minutes. $29.95, DVD. 
 UPC: 718122355310.  www.
menemshafilms.com  Fiction Jews, 
Ethiopian—Drama. Passing (Identity)—
Drama. Operation Moses (1984-1985)—
Drama. Refugees—Israel—Drama. He-
brew language.

From mid-November 1984 until 
early January 1985, Israel, with help 
from other countries, carried out a 
covert rescue of several thousand 
Ethiopian Jews (Falashas) who had 
fled to the Sudan to escape famine. 

Live and Become tells the story of an Ethiopian Christian boy in a 
Sudanese refugee camp. The boy’s mother has arranged to pass 
him off as a Jew so he can have a better life.

Shlomo has a difficult time adjusting to the new group 
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settings in which he finds himself. He is finally adopted by a 
secular Israeli family, but he yearns for his birth mother and 
worries that his true identity will be revealed. He is subjected 
to racial bias, which his adoptive mother deplores. The film 
depicts Shlomo from age nine to adulthood, wrestling with 
identity conflicts and fearing discovery of his origins. He is 
intelligent and good at languages but has to deal with difficult 
issues: the hostility Falashas encounter, politics and life in Israel, 
family relationships, interracial dating and marriage (Shlomo’s 
girlfriend, Sarah, is white), and racism in France, where he goes 
to study medicine.

Dialogue is in Hebrew, French, and Amharic; English subtitles 
are provided.  Recommended for adults interested in the plight 
of Ethiopian Jews and in the history of the period.

     —Evelyn Pockrass

For Young Children

Baby Farm Animals 
Jane Katirgis.  Bailey Books (an im-
print of Enslow), 2010. 24p. $21.26 
($15.95 with school and library dis-
count), hardcover library binding.  
ISBN: 978-0-7660-3794-6.  www.
enslow.com  636’.07 Domestic ani-
mals—Infancy—Juvenile literature. 
The simple appeal of baby 

animals on a farm is presented 
with beautiful photographs and 
simple text. This book, part of the 
All About Baby Animals series, 
includes a list of titles of related 

books and websites, as well as educator guides available 
through the publisher’s website. This jumpstart to reading for 
children of grade levels PreK-1 will make a nice addition to any 
home or congregational library. —Nanette Goings

Images of God for Young Children
Marie-Hélène Delval. Illustrated by Barbara Nascimbeni.  Eerdmans, 
2010. 88p. $16.50, hardcover.  ISBN: 978-0-8028-5391-2.  
www.eerdmans.com  231 God (Christianity)—Juvenile literature.

God is light; God is majesty; God is love. Christians use 
a variety of metaphors for God, and author Marie-Hélène 
Delval introduces forty of them to small children in Images 
of God for Young Children. Each two-page spread features a 

“God is . . . “ statement, along with several lines of explanato-
ry text and artwork by Barbara Nascimbeni. The cumulative 
effect of the God images is one of intimacy and assurance. 
Breath, silence, mystery, joy, rock, root, fortress, promise, 
mercy, shepherd—these and other images evoke protec-
tion, comfort, and goodness. Delval’s accompanying text 
is simple. For “God is smallness,” she writes, “We know that 
God is huge. And yet he also makes himself small. He de-
cided to live in our world, to be a baby who needs a mother, 
who has to learn to walk and talk.” (The text occasionally 
uses the male pronoun for God.)
The font is blessedly large, making this book ideal for read-

along-with-me sessions. Nascimbeni’s cheerfully detailed 
illustrations in vibrant colors will draw young ones in.

Delval has authored three other recent children’s titles, all 
from Eerdmans, on the Bible, psalms, and animals in the 
Bible.     —Monica Tenney 

Sammy Comes Home
Sadie Tellez. Illustrated by Rene Cantu.  NewBook (an imprint of 
Reliance Media), 2009. 36p. $15.95, hardcover.  ISBN: 978-0-
9825734-0-2.  www.newbookpublishing.com  [E] or 226.8 Para-
bles (Jesus Christ)—Juvenile literature.
Texas author Sadie Tellez offers in Sammy Comes Home 

a charming re-telling of the Parable of the Prodigal Son. 
Sammy, a shiny red 1946 Ford pickup truck, receives plenty 
of love and polishing from Papa George down on the farm. 
But when Sammy spots a snazzy blue Mercedes convertible 
speeding down the country road, his windshield wipers “did 
a double swipe.” Unable to resist the lure of life in the fast 
lane, Sammy leaves the farm. Before long, though, Sammy 

The Best Tool for a Librarian!
This is one of those tools that every congregational library and resource center should 
place on its MUST HAVE list.  It is a carefully researched and edited guide that is an 
essential aid for a beginning library but also one for bringing an existing library into the 
21st Century.  The manual combines the guide for setting up a library with the policy 
and procedures manual and adds the previous volume of standards for congregational 
libraries. Smooth reading and an easily followed step-by-step outline make this an aid 
no library or resource center should be without. 

$12 for members, $14 for non-members, plus $3.00 p&h

Request from:
CSLA, 2920 SW Dolph Ct, Suite 3A, Portland OR 97219-4055
csla@worldaccessnet.com

Thank you, San Jose Bay Area Chapter, for paying for the printing of this guide!

Organizing 
a Library or 
Resource 
Center
Creating a Policy and 
Procedure Manual

Carol Campbell
Dianne Oswald
Glenda Strombom
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is hauled to the junkyard. Desperate, he asks God for help, 
and heads back to the farm, where Papa George joyfully 
welcomes him home. 

Rene Cantu’s simple color illustrations give Sammy and his 
friends expressive faces.
Tellez visited CSLA’s 2010 annual conference in Houston. 

Her website is at www.sadiesbookshelf.com.
     —Monica Tenney

For Older Children
& Teens

Case for Christ for Kids. 
Updated and expanded ed.
Lee Strobel, Robb Suggs, and Robert 
Elmer.  Zondervan, 2010. 139p. 
$7.99, paperback.  ISBN: 978-0-
310-71990-8.  www.zondervan.com 
 232.9 or 239 Jesus Christ—Juvenile 
literature. Bible—Evidences, authority, 
etc.—Juvenile literature.

Case for Faith for Kids. 
Updated and expanded ed.
Lee Strobel, Rob Suggs, and Robert El-
mer.  Zondervan, 2010. 138p. $7.99, 
paperback.  ISBN: 978-0-310-71991-
5.  www.zondervan.com  239 Apolo-
getics—Juvenile literature. Christian 
life—Juvenile literature. 

Case for a Creator for Kids. 
Updated and expanded ed. 
Lee Strobel, Rob Suggs, and Robert El-
mer.  Zondervan, 2010. 126p. $7.99, 
paperback.  ISBN: 978-0-310-71992-
2.  www.zondervan.com  212.1 or 
239 God—Proof, Teleological—Juvenile 
literature. God—Proof, Cosmological—
Juvenile literature. God (Christianity)—
Juvenile literature.

Christian kids have lots of ques-
tions, but sometimes they fail to 
ask their questions because they 
are embarrassed and afraid some-
one will make fun of them. Lee 
Strobel, author of the popular The 
Case for Christ (Zondervan, 1998) 
and other titles for adults, has 
joined with collaborators to pro-
vide “answers to questions that 
even adults struggle to answer.”

Strobel, who holds a law degree 
from Yale, helps kids learn criti-
cal thinking skills as they grow in 

their understanding of what it means to follow Christ. Each 
of the three books contains an attention-grabbing introduc-
tion, a series of questions and answers with support firmly 
rooted in scripture, and concluding scenarios depicting how 
other kids have turned their beliefs into actions.

Case for Christ for Kids addresses questions about whether 
Christ was really the Messiah, whether he truly came back 
from the dead, and whether the miracles he is said to have 
performed really happened. Case for Faith for Kids consid-
ers why God allows bad things to happen, whether science 
shows miracles cannot happen, whether followers of other 
faiths go to heaven, and whether a person can experience 
doubt and still be a Christian. Case for a Creator For Kids 
turns to what are perhaps the toughest questions: How did 
the universe begin? What should science teachers and Sun-
day school teachers teach about creation? How does God fit 
into the creation story?

In all three books, Strobel writes directly to kids, chal-
lenging them to weigh all options before they decide. He 
clearly presents the questions and uses solid reasoning to 
draw conclusions, supported by strong examples and well-
chosen Bible verses. Sidebars give definitions, and illustra-
tions are clever and support basic points. The most enticing 
sidebars have questions that would be great for discussion 
in Sunday school or with parents. 
These are perfect books for kids in middle school and for 

their parents. Not only do they teach the basics of Chris-
tianity, but they also show kids how to put their faith into 
practice in their everyday lives. —Mary Lou Henneman

Adam Sandler: Celebrity
with Heart
Michael A. Schuman.  Enslow, 
2010. 128p. $31.93 ($23.95 dis-
count price for schools and libraries), 
hardcover library binding.  ISBN: 
978-0-7660-3402-0.  www.enslow.
com  Biography. Sandler, Adam—
Juvenile biography. Actors—United 
States—Biography—Juvenile litera-
ture. Comedians—United States—Bi-
ography—Juvenile literature. 

Adam Sandler has brought 
laughter and fun to many people 
through his movies and music. 
It is obvious from the begin-

ning of this book why Enslow included him in its Celebrities 
with Heart series, as we read about Sandler’s family life, his 
education, and his determination to achieve his dream of 
becoming a famous comedian. The book traces Sandler’s 
beginnings as a Saturday Night Live writer and performer, 
his work on various sitcoms such as The Cosby Show, and 
the variety of comedy CDs he has recorded. Then there are 
his movies, including Happy Gilmore, The Wedding Singer, Mr. 
Deeds, and Eight Crazy Nights (about an Ebenezer Scrooge-
like character and the celebration of Hanukkah).
Throughout his life and career, Sandler has remained 

grounded in his Jewish faith. This is a great addition to the 
youth biography section of congregational libraries.

    —Mary Lou Henneman

>>  to page 22
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Doing Dewey

   A reader of this column asked if I could write about 
classifying materials on civil rights. She told me that 
there were “a fair number of new books on the 
subject” and that there was a book on the history of 
civil rights that was “of particular interest to many 
churches.” In this column, I will attempt to respond 
to her request. These numbers have changed little 
between the thirteenth abridged 
edition of the Dewey Decimal 
classification (based on the 
twenty-first unabridged edition) 
and the fourteenth abridged 
edition (based on the twenty-
second unabridged edition).
   The number 323.1 stands for 
civil and political rights of non-
dominant groups, including ethnic 
groups. If you have a large number 
of books on civil rights of specific 
ethnic groups, this number 
may be further subdivided. The 
number 323.11924 may be used 
for political aspects of anti-
Semitism, 323.1196073 for civil 
rights of African-Americans, and 
323.1197 for civil rights of Native-Americans. The 
number 323.168 may be used for the anti-apartheid 
movement.
   The number 323.3 stands for civil and political 
rights of other social groups, including women and 
socioeconomic groups. If you have a large number 
of books on these subjects, this number may be 
further subdivided. The number 323.322 stands 

for civil rights of economic classes. The number 
323.3264 stands for gay rights, and 323.32927 
stands for prisoners’ rights. The number 323.34 
stands for women’s rights, and 323.35 stands for 
civil rights of specific age groups.
   The number 323.4 stands for specific civil rights, 
including right of assembly and association, right 

of petition, and right to life and 
property. Limitation and suspension 
of civil rights are also classed in 
this number. The number 323.42 
stands for equal protection under 
the law. The number 323.44 stands 
for liberty, or freedom of action, 
including intellectual freedom. 
If you have a large number of 
books on freedom of action, this 
number may be further subdivided. 
The number 323.442 stands for 
freedom of conscience and religion. 
The number 323.443 stands for 
freedom of speech, and 323.445 
stands for freedom of publication. 
The number 323.448 stands for the 
right to privacy.

   The number 323.5 stands for political rights, 
including the right to hold office and the right to 
political representation.
   The number 323.6 stands for citizenship 
and related topics, including aliens, asylum, 
expatriation and repatriation, naturalization, 
passports and visas, and stateless persons.
—Susan	E.	Snyder,	ssnyder@cuyahogalibrary.org

A CLOSE-UP LOOK AT CLASSIFYING
MATERIALS ON CIVIL RIGHTS

Do you know these websites?  Learn more about Dewey!

http://www.monroe.lib.in.us/childrens/ddchow.html

http://www.library.illinois.edu/ugl/about/dewey.html

http://frank.mtsu.edu/~vvesper/dewey2.htm#Dewey
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Guides
Organizing a Library or Resource Center. 
Carol Campbell, Glenda Strombom, 
and Dianne Oswald. 2010. 32 p. $14.00; 
members $12.00. This guide represents 
a comprehensive and updated edition of 
three previously separate publications, all 
published by CSLA:  Setting up a Library: 
How to Begin or Begin Again, Standards 
for Church and Synagogue Libraries, 
and A Policy and Procedure Manual for 

Church and Synagogue Libraries: a Do-It-Yourself Guide. 
An entirely new format was created for this guide, 
featuring quick searching and clear procedures. The 
goal is to provide one volume for users to develop 
working manuals for their congregational libraries.

Fundamentals of Financing Your 
Congregational Library. Craig Kubic (orig. 
by Claudia Hannaford). 2008. 32 p. $12.00; 
members $10.00. This guide will assist you in 
developing a realistic plan for the acquisition 
and careful management of financial 
resources that the library needs to be a vital 
part of the congregation. Includes thoughtful ideas on 
presenting a budget. 

Developing an Effective Library: 
Ways to Promote Your Congregational 
Library. Lois H. Ward. 2004. 48 p. 
$11.00; members $9.00. CSLA Past-
president Lois Ward is an expert in 
promoting libraries in congregations 

and beyond. Planning, budgeting, getting members in 
the door, and promoting the library outside the doors 
are all here for you. So many smart ideas are here that 
you could not use them all in your lifetime. 

Beyond the Book: Enhancing Your Congregational 
Library with Audio-Visual Resources. Rusty Tryon (orig. 
by Joyce Burner). 2008. 21 p. $12.00, members $10.00. 
This publication is designed to assist congregational 
librarians in making audio-visual 
resources an integral—rather than 
an incidental—part of their library 
collections.

Necessary Tools
Cataloging and Classification. Susan E. Snyder. 2004. 
53 p. $12.00, members $10.00. This publication covers 
physical processing, encouraging the use of the catalog 
and creating bibliographic records, classification, and 
classification schedules. It will take you 
through all the steps in cataloging. 

Subject Headings in the Library Catalog. 
Dorothy G. Lewis. 2007. 32 p. $12.00, 
members $10.00. This guide will help the 
beginning or experienced librarian identify the subject of a 
book and choose the most useful subject heading. It offers 
considerations for additional headings you might include to 
improve the effectiveness of your card catalog. Suggested 
Dewey classification numbers after each heading refer to 
appropriate areas of the Dewey schedule discussed in detail 
in CSLA’s publication, Cataloging and Classification.

Disaster Management in the Church and 
Synagogue Library. Nadia J. Martin. 2000. 14 
p. $8.00, members $6.50. The information 
in this guide can help you prepare for 
natural and “unnatural” disasters. It will 
provide you with the tools you need to 
create a customized disaster plan for your 
congregational library. It will help you 

minimize the costs and loss of value of your collection 
due to disaster.  Do not be naïve, it is not IF you have a 
disaster, it is WHEN!

Promotion Planning, All Year ‘Round. Claudia 
Hannaford and Ruth S. Smith. 3rd Rev. ed. 1996. 64 
p. $11.00; members $8.00. This 64-page publication 
provides suggestions on what to publicize for your 
library, includ ing periodic and special items, to 
encourage participation in the use 
of the library. Includes a 12-month 
calendar outlining significant events 
for the congregation. Often used with 
Ward’s Developing an Effective Library 
–a sure way to make your library visible 
and irresistible.

 Ordering information is available at
www.cslainfo.org

or by calling CSLA at 800-542-2752

CSLA Publications for New
& Experienced Librarians
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Call for Nominations
2012 Rodda Award
for an Adult Book

Nominations for an adult book must: 
Ø have—first and foremost—strong spiritual content*
Ø exemplify excellent literature
Ø have a copyright date of 2009-2011
Ø be submitted by December 31, 2011
*spiritual is defined for our purposes as
having to do with God and/or relationship with God.

Make submissions to: 
Rodda Committee, c/o Judy Janzen, 2920 Dolph Court Ste 3A, Portland OR 97219-4055
or csla@worldaccessnet.com  (subject line: Rodda Award)

Please, submit nominations with:
Y author’s full name 
W publisher, publication date, ISBN
Y brief explanation for you choice
W your name, address, phone number
Y e-mail (if any)
W CSLA chapter (if one)

2010 Rodda Book Award Winner For 
Children’s Literature 

FAITH by Maya Ajmera, Magda 
Nakassis, and Cynthia Pon 
(published by Charlesbridge 
Publishing, 2009) is the winner 
of the 2010 Rodda Book Award 
sponsored by the Church and 
Synagogue Library Association. 
A celebration of the diversity 
of faith practices around the 
world, Faith uses evocative 
photography to tell a global 
story. A portion of the proceeds from sales of the 
book supports The Global Fund for Children (www.
globalfundforchildren.org).

   CSLA’s Rodda Award is named 
for Dorothy Rodda Sargent, a 
lifetime member and one of the 
founders of the organization. This 
award recognizes a book that 
exhibits excellence in writing and 
has contributed significantly to 
congregational libraries through 
promotion of spiritual growth. The 
award is given to books for adults, 
young adults, and children on a three-

year-rotational basis.  The 2010 Rodda Book Award 
will be presented at the CSLA annual conference in 
Washington, DC.

The authors, from left: Maya Ajmera, 
Magda Nakassis, and Cynthia Pon
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Johnny Appleseed: “Select 
Good Seeds and Plant Them 
in Good Ground”
Richard Worth.  Enslow, 2010. 
128p. $31.93 ($23.95 discount price 
for schools and libraries), hardcover 
library binding.  ISBN: 978-0-
7660-3352-8.  www.enslow.com 
 634’.11092 Appleseed, Johnny, 
1774-1845—Juvenile literature. Fron-
tier and pioneer life—Juvenile 
literature. Apple growers—Juvenile 
literature. Chapman, John, 1774-
1845—Juvenile literature.

Johnny Appleseed is one of 
those endearing figures whose true character is wrapped 
up in the legends about him. In this volume from Enslow’s 
series Americans—The Spirit of a Nation, author Richard 
Worth places this remarkable figure, born John Chapman, 
into historical context. Young readers will learn about 
Chapman’s parentage and birth, his travels throughout the 
United States planting apple seeds, and what motivated 
him.  The illustrations and sidebars about people Chapman 
met and key events in his life will help young readers gain a 
true appreciation for this man whose larger-than-life repu-
tation endures. This book is a great addition to libraries that 
serve middle school readers.  —Mary Lou Henneman

Dark Sons
Nikki Grimes.  Zondervan, 2010. 
192p. $8.99, paperback.  ISBN: 
978-0-310-72145-1.  www.zonder-
van.com  Fiction Novels in verse. Fa-
thers and sons—Juvenile fiction. Step-
brothers—Juvenile fiction. Ishmael 
(Biblical figure). Self-perception—Ju-
venile fiction. African Americans—Ju-
venile fiction.

A Girl Named Mister
Nikki Grimes.  Zondervan, 2010. 
240p. $15.99, hardcover.  ISBN: 
978-0-310-72078-2. $7.99, paper-
back.  ISBN: 978-0-310-72313-4. 
 www.zondervan.com  Fiction Nov-
els in verse. Christian life—Juvenile 
fiction. Pregnancy—Juvenile fic-
tion. Mary, Blessed Virgin. African 
Americans—Juvenile fiction.

Nikki Grimes masterfully weaves 
stories connecting biblical and 
modern-day characters into two 
of her novels. In these first-
person narratives, the characters 
face difficult, timeless dilemmas 
and will appeal to teens and 
young adult readers. In Dark 
Sons (first published by Hyper-
ion in 2005), we meet Sam, an 
African-American teen whose 

father abandoned his mother to marry another woman. 
Sam wrestles with finding his place within the two homes, 
but he finally finds hope with the birth of his stepbrother. 
In counterpoint, readers are introduced to Ishmael from 
the Old Testament, whose parents are Abraham and Hagar, 
Abraham’s second wife. When Sarah, Abraham’s first wife, 
becomes pregnant at an advanced age, Ishmael struggles 
with his position in the family. It takes the birth of his step-
brother to win his affection and gain an understanding of 
his situation.

In A Girl Named Mister, Mary Rudine (known as Mister to 
her friends) is a young African-American teen who has been 
active in church and choir. After she has sex with her boy-
friend one night, she learns she is pregnant. Readers learn, 
through Mister’s first-person telling, of her anguish over her 
dilemma. Grimes compares Mister’s story with that of the 
young Mary, the mother of Jesus, who learns from an angel 
that she is carrying a child. Transported back in time, read-
ers learn from Mary about her turmoil over being an unmar-
ried girl in a society with strict codes of conduct involving 
harsh punishment—even stoning.

In both books, different typefaces signal the transitions 
between the present day and biblical times. Grimes’s free 
verse flows smoothly in these moving stories.

    —Mary Lou Henneman

Starlighter
Bryan Davis.  Zondervan, 2010. 
400p. $9.99, paperback.  ISBN: 
978-0-310-71836-9.  www.zonder-
van.com  Fiction Dragons—Fic-
tion. Prophecies—Fiction.

Bryan Davis offers up a fast-
paced, action-filled fantasy 
for teens who love stories of 
dragons and prophecies. Young 
Jason is a master swordsman, a 
clever youth who is not afraid to 
stand up for what is right. When 
a cryptic message falls into his 
hands, he has hope of finding 
his lost brother and the other 

lost ones who are held in an alternate universe. Koren, a 
slave girl who lives in this alternate realm of cruel dragons, 
proves she is just as clever and talented as Jason, and when 
the two unite their talents, the humans who are captives of 
the dragons are freed.

One of the absorbing subplots is the hope of the dragons 
to hatch a black egg containing a powerful new dragon. 
This new creature could eliminate the need to rely on hu-
man slaves to work the mines and thus the necessity of 
keeping them alive.

Even though Starlighter does not refer specifically to reli-
gion, it does emphasize messages against prejudice and for 
acceptance of those who appear or think differently. Teen-
agers will look forward to future books in the Dragons of 
Starlight series.    —Mary Lou Henneman

>>  from page 18
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So Over It
Stephanie Morrill.  Revell (an 
imprint of Baker), 2010. 262p. 
$11.99, paperback.  ISBN: 978-
0-8007-3391-9.  www.revellbooks.
com  Fiction Family problems—Fic-
tion. Dating—Fiction.

In this third and final book of 
the series The Reinvention of 
Skylar Hoyt, Stephanie Mor-
rill gives readers an exciting 
and retrospective page-turner. 
Skylar has graduated from 
high school, her sister Abbie is 
learning about being a young 

mother, and there are  unanswered questions about 
Skylar’s relationships with boys—especially Connor. With 
her parents still in counseling, their solution is to take 
the family to Hawaii to visit her mom’s parents. Grammy 
tries to fix Skylar up with the cute Christian guy across the 
street, but that does not allow her to forget her past prob-
lems. How can she forgive herself? And what career path 
should she take? As Skylar struggles to understand what it 
means to be a Christian, she learns to forgive—others and 
herself. 

Readers of the series will enjoy this concluding Skylar 
Hoyt book and look forward to another series by Morrill.

    —Mary Lou Henneman

Saint Training
Elizabeth Fixmer.  Zonderkidz (an 
imprint of Zondervan), 2010. 240p. 
$14.99, hardcover.  ISBN: 978-
0-310-72018-8.  www.zondervan.
com  Fiction Family problems—Fic-
tion. Vietnam War—Fiction. Catho-
lic life—Fiction.

Mary Clare O’Brian is a sixth-
grader with a clear idea of what 
she wants to do with her life. 
She aspires to be a saint and 
Mother Superior of the Good 
Shepherd nuns (one of the ben-
efits: the habit will cover her 
frizzy hair). Young girls will en-

joy the adventures as Mary Clare struggles to maintain a 
saintly composure in the midst of trouble. The war in Viet-
nam drags on, and there is talk of the draft, conscientious 
objectors, and the role of the church. Mary Clare’s parents 
argue (Mom is pregnant again, and they already have nine 
children), there are worries about money (Mom wants to 
work outside the home at a time when it is frowned upon), 
and friends are jealous (they do not always understand 
Mary Clare’s goal to be perfect). 

Author Elizabeth Fixmer expertly combines the narra-
tive with a series of letters between Mary Clare and Sister 
Monica, a wise nun who gives sage advice on humility, 
obedience, and living a good Catholic life. This is a sensi-
tive story that combines insight into realistic situations 
with humor.    —Mary Lou Henneman

  

All cover images are used by permission of the publishers for this 
edition of  Congregational Libraries Today only. 

      Submit suggestions for media review to Monica Tenney, Media 
Review Editor, motenney@aol.com
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Methodist Church, Boardman, Ohio

Sharon T. Hinton  First United Methodist Church, 
Floydada, Texas

Fianna D. Holt  Christ Episcopal Church, Reading, 
Pennsylvania

Evelyn Pockrass  Indianapolis Hebrew 
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Rabbi Louis A. Rieser  Etz Hayim Synagogue, 
Derry, New Hampshire

Ré Stooksberry  John McMillan Presbyterian 
Church, Bethel Park, Pennsylvania

Monica Tenney, Media Review Editor  Maple 
Grove United Methodist Church, Columbus, Ohio
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Members’ Corner
Do you have news to share?  Have you started a blog or found a useful 
website? This corner is for you!  This is the place set aside for members to 
share ideas, triumphs, concerns, questions—anything and everything.  Send 
submissions for Members’	Corner to Jeri Zulli, jerzulli@live.com.

Dewey Goes Viral!
Who knew cataloging could be such fun? Check out “The Dewey Decimal Rap” on YouTube:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NHiUQb5xg7A

Rapper “Melvil Dewey” celebrates and teaches about libraries; you can find him on Facebook:
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Melvil-Dewey/142518685805631

400 Years Young
“To read it is to feel simultaneously at home, a citizen of the world, and a traveller 
through eternity.”																															—former	British	poet	laureate	Sir	Andrew	Motion.

This year marks the 400th anniversary of the publication of the King James Version 
of the Bible. There are many resources for librarians to mark the occasion. The 
King James Trust (www.kingsjamesbibletrust.org) was established as part of the 
celebration of the quadricentennial. 

Recommended Reading:  philosopher and author, Vishal Mangalwadi, referred 
to as “India’s foremost Christian intellectual” by Christianity	Today, is author of 
The	Book	That	Made	Your	World:	How	the	Bible	Created	the	Soul	of	Western	
Civilization, published by Thomas Nelson.

Quotable Quotes to share with your congregation
“Libraries remind us that truth isn’t about who yells the loudest, but who has the right 
information. Because even as we’re the most religious of people, America’s innovative 
genius has always been preserved because we also have a deep faith in facts. 

“And so the moment we persuade a child, any child, to cross that threshold into a 
library, we’ve changed their lives forever, and for the better. This is an enormous force 
for good.” 

—Barack	Obama

�

�

Sign up to be a better librarian!
The CSLA Congregational Librarianship Course is designed to help both new and experienced librarians 
improve their skills and their library.  For more information, go to cslainfo.org and click on Librarian Training.

�
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The Awards of the 
Church and Synagogue 

Library Association
Outstanding Congregational Library

Outstanding Congregational Librarian
Outstanding Contribution to Congregational Libraries

Helen Keating Ott Award for Outstanding Contribution to 
Children’s Literature

Pat Tabler Memorial Scholarship Award

“It’s hard to be humble when you’re perfect in every way,” as 
Texas songwriter Mac Davis says.    However, most people are 
a little humble!  So, consider telling the story of a library or a 
librarian you know that is “perfect in every way”—or encourage 
someone familiar with your library to sing your praises!  

Do the Texas two-step: 

Step 1.  Download the CSLA Awards Nomination form from the 
CSLA web site (cslainfo.org).  

Step 2.  Talk to the number one supporter of the congregational 
library, such as a minister or rabbi, the chair of the library 
committee, that preschool mom who really depends upon the 
picture book collection—anybody who loves the library—and 
tell them about the CSLA awards. Chances are, that person will 
be thrilled to have the opportunity to recognize the hard work 
of the librarian!

Note:  A librarian can nominate herself or himself for the Pat 
Tabler Memorial Scholarship Award!

Fill out the form and submit by March 31, 2012 to 

Jeri Baker, CSLA Awards Committee Chair 
Wilshire Baptist Church 
4316 Abrams Road, Dallas, Texas 75214 
jbaker@wilshirebc.org

Annual 
Conference 
Fellowship 
Requests

Due by June 1, 2011 

   For many years, CSLA has been 
the recipient of a generous 
anonymous donation that 
provides $200 each for members 
to attend the national conference. 
In an era of limited personal and 
library budgets, such funds can 
enable more CSLA members to 
participate in what promises to 
be an outstanding conference in 
Washington, DC, this summer, 
from July 19-22. There are six 
fellowships available in 2011. 
   Please consider applying for a 
conference fellowship if you have 
not received one in the past five 
years. You will be asked to share 
your conference experiences 
with your congregation, your 
library committee, and/or your 
chapter members. Based on past 
experience, you will have a grand 
time! 
Just send us a note with your 
name, address, phone number, 
email address, and congregation 
affiliation.
We will evaluate all requests on a 
first-come, first-served basis. 

Requests should be sent to:
Evelyn Pockrass

CSLA First Vice President
3850 Glenview Drive, 

Indianapolis, IN 46240.
317-842-7382

epockrass@iquest.net
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Time to Vote for 
Proposed CSLA Bylaws 

and Standing Rules
   The CSLA Constitution and Bylaws, originally composed in 1969, were last updated in 2001. Over the years 
these governing documents have become outdated. The CSLA Board of Directors authorized the revision of 
the Constitution and Bylaws using Robert’s	Rules	of	Order	Newly	Revised. The two proposed replacement 
documents, Bylaws and Standing Rules, along with the original Constitution and Bylaws, are posted on the 
CSLA website (cslainfo.org). A third link shows the proposed changes on the original documents.
   Generally, the documents were consolidated, updated, and clarified. In general, bylaws define the primary 
characteristics of an organization and prescribe how it should function. The CSLA Constitution is now 
incorporated into the new Bylaws, which often refer to the Standing Rules for further details. Amendments 
to the Bylaws must be recommended by the board and submitted to the membership for approval. The 
Standing Rules are policies that can be changed by the board. Information in the Standing Rules refers directly 
to specific provisions in the Bylaws.  

Proposed Bylaws:
•	 Summarize the duties of the officers. Specific duties are listed in the CSLA Handbook that is provided 

to board members.  
•	 Simplify the titles of the First and Second Vice Presidents, although the First Vice President is still 

president-elect and the Second Vice President is still responsible for membership. 
•	 Eliminate the word “Executive” in front of “Board of Directors” and only use that term in reference 

to the “Executive Committee.”
•	 Change the board quorum from one-third to one-half plus one of the voting members.
•	 Add to the responsibility of each board member submission of semi-annual reports to the board (a 

long-standing practice not previously stated in the Bylaws).
•	 Clarify which CSLA members have voting privileges and which CSLA board members have voting 

privileges.
•	 Can be amended by a two-thirds vote at an annual meeting.

Proposed Standing Rules:
•	 Include specific terms and term limits for officers.  For example, the treasurer may serve up to three 

consecutive two-year terms.
•	 Include the current dues structure.
•	 Include the approved method(s) of voting for the board.
•	 Include the current list of board committees.

   It is the board’s intention that the proposed Bylaws and Standing Rules, upon 
approval, shall go into effect immediately and remain posted on the website. At that 
time, chapters will be asked to model their Bylaws and Standing Rules with this new 
format so that there is standardization to these governing documents.  

    Please take this opportunity to go to the CSLA website (cslainfo.org) and vote 
now on the proposed CSLA Bylaws and Standing Rules. Voting ends on June 30, 
2011. Thank you.     —The CSLA Board of Directors.
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Delaware Valley  
   By the time you 
are reading this, 
the Delaware 
Valley chapter 
will have had its 
spring meeting, 

combined with the BuxMont librarians, on 
April 2 at Plains Mennonite Church in Hatfield, 
Pennsylvania. The scheduled featured speaker is 
Sally Keehn, an author who lives in Allentown.  She 
has an impressive list of YA books. Check out her 
web page at www.sallykeehn.com. Plans for the 
DVC Fall meeting are already in place, featuring 
Tony Campolo—lucky chapter!
   A member of this chapter, Edie Asbury of 
Grantham Brethren in Christ Church, is now in her 
fourth year of offering a reading challenge for all 
ages. For each four books read, participants get a 
chance in a drawing at the end of the year for a $50 
gift certificate from a local Christian bookstore. 
She says, “[A]lthough my initial reaction was 
that I did not have time to coordinate a reading 
challenge, the more I thought about it, the more 
it seemed like something that could be worth the 
effort. Little did I realize how enjoyable it would 
be to use my creativity in setting it up, maintaining 
it, and watching people become involved.” 
Questions about how this program works or 
requests for samples of book markers and the 
reading confirmation slips can be addressed to 
Edie Asbury at easbury6@gmail.com.

Houston Area
   Those of us who went 
to Houston for the annual 
conference last summer were 
treated to some amazing photos 
of the Lanier Theological Library 
by lawyer/founder Mark Lanier.  
We all wanted to visit the library 
right then, but it was under 

construction. Well, the lucky Houston people 
got to go on a Sunday afternoon in February, 
and we are all envious. It is described in the 
newsletter as an incredible facility that will 
not only inform attendees of the possibilities 
for study of scripture themselves but also give 
them information to pass on to their ministers, 
serious bible students, and church leaders.  We 
are all anxious to hear about the visit from our 
Houston friends.  

Florida-Suncoast 
   A February 10 meeting 
will have taken place by the 
time this CLT is out. It took 
place with Martha Huntley at 
Hope Presbyterian Church in 
Clearwater. Continuing their 
yearly “Meet An Author” series, Carole Harris 
Barton was planned as the guest author. Her 
two books are Rainbows	in	Coal	Country (2005) 
and When	God	Gets	Physical (2009). The first is 
a memoir and the latter is a collection of true 
encounters people have had with Jesus or God 
or some significant sign of the Divine Presence.  
Members were invited to share websites relating 
to books that they have found helpful or good 
sources for answering questions library patrons 
have asked. By bringing their suggestions in 
written form, the members can contribute to 
their ongoing “good list.”

San Jose Bay Area
   This chapter continues 
its meetings in churches 
(members bring lunch) for 
discussion, book reviews, and 
general business. They have 
five new members!  This looks 
to be a formula that works.
	 	 —deglewis@gmail.com

Chapter Chatter

Tringa glareola 

Interior of Lanier 
Theological Library
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CONTRIBUTOR $1 - $99

Amromin, Elaine – Sierra Madre CA
Badgett, Dona  - Houston TX
Barrett, Deborah – Rome PA
Barth, Maryann – New Port
Richey FL
Basile, Anne – Sylvania OH
Bell, Georgianna – Rapid City SD
Benton, Rachel – Oshkosh WI
Berrian, Janice – Philadelphia PA
Bethany United Methodist Church 
– Ellicott City MD
Bretsch, Mary Lu – Belleville IL
Bridges, Betty – Virginia Bch VA
Brown, Charlotte – Ft. Worth TX
Brown, Ruth – Largo FL
Brunk, Charles – Apollo Bch FL
Bunting United Methodist Church
– Newark DE
Burghduff, Betty & Dick –
Houston TX
Burke, Margaret – McMurray PA
Buse, Martha – Santa Fe NM
Cahall, Gene & Kay – Columbus OH
Campbell, Alice – North 
Manchester IN
Charnholm, Betty – Salem OR
Church, Donna – Otsego MI
Conger, Mary Jane –
Greensboro NC
Dean, Pat – West Chester PA
Deitrick, Bernard – Warminster PA
Denton, Barbara Ann –
Memphis TN
Divinity Lutheran Church –
Parma Hgts OH
Dodson, Shirley – Houston TX
Domans, Dawn – Basking Ridge NJ
ExxonMobil Matching Funds 
Foundation – Princeton NJ
First Congregational Church – 
Stamford CT
First Presbyterian Church –
Wilmington NC

Frank, Jeanette – Indianapolis IN
Franklin, Margaret – Madison WI
French, Beth – Parma OH
Gramley, Sarah – Kernersville NC
Green, Marjorie – Webster 
Groves MO
Greenwood, Marjorie – Saint 
Louis MO
Groff, Nicole – Lansdale PA
Haley, Carol – Clarence NY
Hall, Beverly – Naples FL
Hubbard, Sally – Carmel IN
Jensen, Florence – Menlo Park CA
Kerkhoff, Jane – Norwalk OH
Kline, Ann – Chapel Hill NC
Kyle, Jacque – Windom TX
Landers, Margaret – Pensacola FL
Lantz, Audrey – Pottsville PA
Laskowski, Lois – Greensburg IN
Lefever, Margaret – Chevy 
Chase MD
Lindsey, Winfred – Forked River NJ
Lubizol Matching Funds 
Foundation –  Wickliffe OH
Mason, Mrs. Troy – Houston TX
McGoldrick, Mary – Lake Alfred FL
McGrogan, Marcella – Carnegie PA
Meisinger, Carol – Wexford PA
Memorial Presbyterian Church –
Midland MI
Miller, Deborah –
Fredericksburg VA
Moore, Alice – Pittsburgh PA
Moore, Mrs. V. B. – Forestville MD
Morris, Jane – Dallas TX
Mowery, Kay – Clio MI
Nailen, Bernice – West Allis WI
Newcomer, Angela – Dayton OH
Nix, Elizabeth – Dacula GA
O’Heir, Leslie – Audabon PA
Peebles, Elizabeth – Knoxville TN
Pinner, Ardith – Venice FL
Rocky River United Methodist 
Church – Rocky River OH
Rogers, Rachel – Reston VA

S W Pennsylvania Chapter of CSLA
Seybold, Linda – West Chester PA
Snyder, Susan – Broadview Hgts OH
Stooksberry, Re’ – Bethel Park PA
Swain, Barbara – Champaign IL
Taylor, Nancy – Huntington WV
Trauernicht, Marcia – Rochester NY
Walthall, Mary – Dunedin FL
Wayne Presbyterian Church – 
Wayne PA
White, Ruth – Sewickley PA
Yunker, Jean – Marietta GA

SPONSOR $100-$499

Anderson, J. Theodore – Reston VA
Anderson, William – St.
Petersburg FL
Ash Roberta – Indianapolis IN
Baker, Jeri – Dallas TX
Berger, Kimberly – Chargin Falls OH
Bishop, Catherine – Baltimore MD
Blackwell, Elise – Gibsonville NC
Boughton, Nancy – Kokomo IN
Brandt, Marilyn – Raleigh NC
Brooks, Ann Elizabeth –
Pittsburgh PA
Buckingham, Betty – Prairie City IA
Buening, Cynthia – Wheaton IL
Church of the Beatitudes –
Phoenix AZ
Crocker, Judith – Los Alamos NM
Crowell, Kathryn – Matawan NJ
Dilcher, Judy – Glen Mills PA
Draper, Mary Ellen – Chapin SC
Edmiston, Phyllis – Statesville NC
Egolf, Carolyn – Ft. Wayne IN
First Baptist Church –
Greenwood SC
First United Methodist Church –
Pasadena CA
Frakes, Betty Jean – Kissimmee FL
Greenwood, Anna –
Washington DC
Hasty, Mrs. Richard – Pasadena TX

2010 Contributions to CSLA
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Is the Dragon at the Gate?
Did you take up the challenge to be a 

dragon trainer for CSLA? Will you take it 
up now? To quote Professor Kubic again, 
“CSLA is the gift in the dragon’s mouth. 
Our organization has served many members 
through its well-written guides, mentoring 
program, and always-insightful information 
from Congregational Libraries Today.” 

But the dragon is getting a little too close to the 
gate. We need to encourage all congregational 
libraries to be members and to participate in our 
“fairy tale” organization. We need to be able to 
continue our mission in the real world. 

Henderson, Mary Emma – 
Ocilla GA
Hope, Jane – Spring TX
Hubbard, Sally – Carmel IN
Ivey, Catherine – Macon GA
Kammermeyer, Janet – Morgan 
Hill CA
Kohn, Janet – Columbia OH
Liu, Sheila – Houston TX
Logue, Sally – Newark DE
Longacre,Cindy – Telford PA
Maguire, Bea – Bedford NY
Majors, Randy & Debbie – 
Tulsa OK
Manning, Beverley – 
Newington CT
McDonald, Beverly – 
Columbus OH

Memorial United Methodist 
Church – Terre Haute IN
North Carolina Triad Chapter 
of CSLA
Oswald, Dianne – San Jose CA
Pockrass, Evelyn – Indianapolis IN
Rodgers, Mary & Dallas – 
Painesville OH
Rucker, Cheryl Hylton – 
Washington DC
Rush, Ethel – Lansdale PA
Sargent, Dorothy – Vienna VA
Shaffer, Carolyn – York PA
Smink, Doug – Dedham MA
Smink, David – Bethesda MD
Tenney, Monica – Columbus OH

SUPPORTER $500 - $999

Hall, Alrene – Tomball TX
Hirsch, Emil – Naples FL
Ward, Lois – Port Townsend WA
Zappia, Helen – Atlanta GA

SUSTAINER $1000 - $2499

Campbell, Carol & David – 
Sunnyvale CA
Lewis, Dorothy – Penhook VA
Smink, Marjorie & Robert –
Newtown Square PA

BENEFACTOR $2500 - $4999

Shufeldt, Patricia – Greenville SC
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From the CSLA office
Dear CSLA Friends:

   Spring has finally arrived, and I for 
one am very glad.  It has been a very 
long, wet, cold, and snowy winter for 
all of us!
   Have you filled out the conference 
registration form and sent it in yet? 
Be sure to do so soon! You will not 
want to miss this unique conference. 
The conference committee in 
Washington, DC, has been working overtime to 
give us a very special conference. Fill your car with 
friends—sharing the costs is always a good thing, 
and it will be a time of fun and networking as you 
drive to and from the conference together.

   It is now time for you to go online and 
vote for our new Bylaws and Standing Rules. 
Have you read them yet? On the home page 
of our website (cslainfo.org), on the right-
hand side, you will see a box titled Proposed	
Amendments	 to	 CSLA	 Bylaws	 and	 Standing	
Rules; click on the word More—the link will 
take you to the page with the Bylaws and 
Standing Rules.
   Be sure to visit Amazon through our website 

and CSLA will benefit from your purchases.  Convince 
your family and friends to do the same when they 
order from Amazon.com.  It’s easy—and a great way 
for each of us to help out CSLA financially.
      Judy

CHURCH AND SYNAGOGUE LIBRARY ASSOCIATION
501 (c) (3) Tax Deductible Organization

Membership for Calendar Year January 1, 2011 - December 31, 2011

Please print neatly in all blank spaces.

Please send CSLA mail to   ______Home   or   _____Congregation  (check one)

I am a  _____New   or   _____Renewing Member (check one) of _______________ Chapter

Name ______________________________________________ Circle one below:

Address  ___________________________________________ Individual    $50

City______________________State ______Zip+4_________ Canadian/International  $55

Congregation ______________________________________ Congregational   $70

Address  ___________________________________________ Canadian/Intl Congregational $75

City____________________State _______Zip+4___________ Affiliate    $100

Name of Representative ____________________________ Additional Contribution to CSLA $____

Phone (home)____________  Congregation__________________ 

Fax______________________  E-mail_________________________  Total Enclosed $____

Please note there is a $15 charge for returned checks.  
Chapter dues should be paid directly to the chapter itself.
Mail your dues payment to:

CSLA
2920 SW Dolph Ct, Suite 3A

Portland OR 97219-4055



  second issue  |  2011    31

Executive Committee
Marjorie Smink president

Evelyn Pockrass first vice president, 
president elect

Marianne Stowers second vice president, 
membership

Dick Burghduff  treasurer
Rusty Tryon past president, personnel
Cheryl Cutchin chapters coordinator

J. Theodore Anderson 
2011 conference chair

Committee Chairs
Jeri Baker awards 

Alrene Hall continuing education, 
correspondence course

Pat Shufeldt finance
Vacant fund raising

Rusty Tryon nominations & elections
Dottie Lewis publications

CSLA Representatives
Vera G. Hunter center for the book

Staff and Other
Judy Janzen administrator

Dottie Lewis archives coordinator
Tom Fountain  financial assistant

Jeri Zulli  publications editor
Monica Tenney  media review editor

Robert Lewis  web master

www.cslainfo.org
2920 SW Dolph Ct., Ste. 3A

Portland OR 97219-4055

Telephone 503-244-6919, 800-LIB-CSLA
Facsimile 503-977-3734

E-mail csla@worldaccessnet.com

The LiBRARYSOFTTM

Small library discount package
Only $495 !

(Regular price $1078 - includes all items below)

The Full Version of LiBRARYSOFT (regular $595):
• Includes all LiBRARYSOFT Modules: Catalog, Circulaton, OPAC 
(including Kid’s OPAC and Internet Versions), MARC, Acquisitions, 
Notices & Inventory, Serials, Security, Report Generator and more.
• Language formats include Hebrew, Chinese and Spanish.
• Six months of free Customer suport and upgrades
• Training CD Included.

Locking Self-Circulation, OPAC, Catalog (regular $149):
• Prevent users from accidentally or intentional damaging your 
computers. Unauthorized users cannot delete or access hard drive 
control even if they reboot the computer.

AutoCataloguing (regular $95):
• Use the barcode scanner along with AutoCataloguing to quickly 
and easily acquire data by simply scanning in the ISBN number of 
the item. from any z39.50 site. It can even retroactively scan your 
database read ISBN numbers that are in the data and fill out the 
missing fields.

Receipt Printer (regular $130):
• This compact printer quickly prints high quality barcode labels, 
library card labels, receipts.

ECO Barcode Scanner (regular $99):
• Our most popular scanner. This durable hand held scanner 
reads barcode labels from up to 3 inches away.
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