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Ten, Nine, Eight …
THE COUNTDOWN IS ON FOR THE 
BIG CELEBRATION—50 YEARS 

2017 marks the 50th anniversary of the Church and Synagogue Library 
Association. The annual conference in Rochester, New York, will crown the 
festivities. 

For a very personal glimpse of the beauty and historical points of interest 
in the Rochester area as well 
as a preview of the workshops, 
read Dottie Lewis’s “Come to 
Rochester” article beginning 
on page 3. An annotated list of 
keynote and plenary speakers 
is found in the article “Featured 
Speakers” on page 6.

Of special note, a copy of the 
book Fifty Years of CSLA History 
will be given to each attendee. This 
will be the book’s first release. It 
is filled with anecdotes and fun 
facts; and documents the history 
of our organization. Additional 
copies may be purchased at the 
CSLA table during the conference. 
Idea: you may want to have your 
gift copy autographed by other attendees to make the book a really personal 
memento of the celebration. Currently, nine past CSLA presidents are slated 
to attend, so this would be an occasion to obtain autographs from all of 
them.

A conference registration form is located on our website, cslainfo.org. 
This pdf may be downloaded, printed and mailed to the Portland office. 
It includes information for reserving a room at the DoubleTree hotel, 
recommendations for additional sightseeing, and a brief conference 
schedule as well as all the usual registration information. 

Don’t miss this once-in-a-lifetime celebration.

The story of this beautiful quilt and 
much more is found in Fifty Years of 
CSLA History. 

http://cslainfo.org
https://cslainfo.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/2017RegFormRev.pdf
https://cslainfo.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/2017RegFormRev.pdf
https://cslainfo.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/2017RegFormRev.pdf
https://cslainfo.org/
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President’s Message: CSLA needs you to help shape its future. Be active.

CSLA NEEDS YOU TO HELP SHAPE ITS FUTURE—BE ACTIVE

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE: DEFINE LEADER

Marcia Trauernicht, 
CSLA President

If you asked any person to define 
what a leader is, you would receive 
a variety of answers, some similar, 
some not. Ask a young child and the 
response would be “someone who 
gets to go first!” The Oxford English 
Dictionary provides a number 
of definitions covering military, 
government, engineering, farming 
and printing subject matters. The 
one best suited for our purposes is, 
“One who guides others in action 
or opinion; one who takes the 
lead in any business, enterprise, or 
movement.”

What is a leader? A leader doesn’t 
have to be someone in the limelight, 
be a high-power boss, or have a 
charismatic personality. Think of a 
leader as someone who sets a good 
example for others to follow, makes 
decisions with feedback from others 
and works to fulfill goals for the 
common good. 

Some of you may say that you 
have never been a leader, but is 
that true? As a parent, haven’t you 
guided your children throughout 

their young lives, making decisions 
for them and illustrating proper 
behavior? In running a household, 
haven’t you made decisions on what 
chores to do, when to do them, what 
expenses to incur and when to pay 
those expenses? At work, haven’t you 
contributed to projects, the workplace 
culture, and provided good service 
to customers by making decisions 
about how you interact with others? 
Haven’t you set a good example by 
demonstrating a strong work ethic?

We all have and continue to make 
decisions that affect our lives every 
day. You have been a leader all along! 
Still unconvinced? Still reluctant? 
Well, Moses was reluctant when God 
called on him to lead his people out 
of Egypt. Yet Moses put aside his 
fears and excuses and became a great 
leader. Joshua, David, Paul—same 
situation. Remember, they did not 
act alone—God was with them. They 
were not perfect, they leaned on 
God—and that was ok.

Enthusiasm and passion for what 
is to be done can carry you far in 

a leadership 
role—besides, 
everyone has to 
start somewhere! 
You will not know 
all the answers, but 
having faith in the goal will sustain 
you. 

Why this essay on being a leader? 
CSLA needs you to help shape its 
future by being active in your chapter 
and in CSLA’s Board and committees. 
You will not be alone—other 
members will be with you every step 
of the way, and God is always by your 
side.

Let us not become weary in doing 
good, for at the proper time we will 
reap a harvest if we do not give up. 
—Galatians 6:9 NIV  

So do not fear, for I am with you; 
do not be dismayed, for I am your 
God. I will strengthen you and 
help you; I will uphold you with 
my righteous right hand.  —Isaiah 
41:10 NIV

mailto:csla%40worldaccessnet.com?subject=
mailto:cslaeditor%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:cslaeditor%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:ebosman%40ad.nmsu.edu?subject=
mailto:csla%40worldaccessnet.com?subject=
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Come to beautiful Rochester in July to enjoy our 50th anniversary celebration.

Summer is truly the perfect 
time to come to Rochester. It 
is perhaps the one time you 
can count on some really 

pleasant weather – not too hot and 
NO snow. CSLA has a marvelous 
conference planned with great leaders 
and interesting tours.

Before conference actually begins or 
if you are staying after, there are many 
things to do and see in the Flour/
Flower City. It is too bad that we 
will be too late for the Lilac Festival 
which is in May, but you can still 
visit Highland Park and enjoy this 
beautiful spot designed by Frederick 
Law Olmsted. Stroll through the 
huge lilac collection, the beautiful 
magnolia, rhododendron and azalea 
collections, and the stunning beds of 
tulips and other flowers in the park’s 
155 acres. Other parks to delight the 
gardener are the Sunken Garden, 
Rochester Civic Garden Center, 
Ellwanger Garden, and Durand-
Eastman Park.

Rochester is the birthplace of the 
Women’s Rights Movement. Two very 
strong - but very different - women 
came to lead the movement over 
many years: Susan B. Anthony from 

Rochester 
and Elizabeth 
Cady Stanton 
from Seneca 
Falls. Visit the 
National Susan 
B. Anthony 
Museum 
and House, 

a National History Landmark. 
According to acclaimed filmmaker 
Ken Burns, who made a documentary 
of these women, “...these two women 
created a movement that literally 
transformed American society by 
winning for women advances in 
everything from education to divorce 
law and the right to own property. 
They are, in my opinion, the two 
most important women in American 
history.” 

The Finger Lakes is one of America’s 
great geological sites and not to 
be missed if you are in this part of 
the United States. And besides the 
spectacular views at each lake, there 
are the grapes. 

The grapes’ success is due to 
the influence of the Finger Lakes 
themselves. Each lake acts as a 

natural air conditioner, keeping 
its surrounding hillsides cooler in 
summer and warmer in winter. This 
serves as an insulating blanket for 
the vines, preventing them from 
experiencing the extreme temperature 
swings that can be so destructive to 
the quality of the grapes and the vines 
themselves. The results are wines of 
extraordinary quality. 

Each lake appears to have its own 
wine trail to follow as well as food 
tours to book. I am partial to Keuka 
Lake as my husband grew up there. 
There is a lovely spot in the center 
of the lake’s Y-shape with Garrett 
Memorial Chapel overlooking the 
lake. It is a small church in the 
Norman Gothic style located on Bluff 
Point in the town of Jerusalem. In 
2001 the Chapel was added to the 
National Register of Historic Places. 

TOURS AND EVENTS
Included in your conference 

registration are other tours and events 
for you to attend during the actual 
conference days: The Strong: National 
Museum of Play, Shabbat at Temple 
B’rith Kodesh, George Eastman 
House, First Baptist Church of 
Rochester, and the Erie Canal dinner 
cruise.

Come to beautiful Rochester in July
BY DOTTIE LEWIS, DEGLEWIS@GMAIL.COM

>> article continues on page 4
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Sign in Amazon through our website and CSLA 
gets a percentage of what you purchase.

The 
percentage 

CSLA receives 
by entering 

Amazon 
through our  
website is 

much larger 
than using 

Amazon Smile!

Shopping at 

Use CSLA’s website as your portal and a 
percentage of the profit goes to CSLA!

?

It’s as easy as 1, 2, 3
1Go to cslainfo.org. 

2Type your search word or phrase 
into the Amazon search box. 3Click on GO

CONFERENCE PRESENTERS 
We are fortunate to have JIM 

ANDERSON agree to lead two 
workshops. Jim is 
a past president 
of CSLA, host of a 
CSLA conference 
in DC 2011, and a 
previous presenter. 
He is librarian 
for the National 
Presbyterian 
Church and an 
active member of a CSLA affiliate, The 
Congregational Library Association of 
the Greater Washington Metropolitan 
Area, of which he is also a past 
president. 

One of his workshops is on 
improving your library. This is a 
hands-on, interactive workshop with 
answers to specific concerns about 
your congregational library. Handouts 
are included for areas such as 
promotions, updating the collection, 
gaining funds for operating costs, and 
volunteers and how to keep them, 
together with other ideas to improve 
your library program. 

Jim’s other workshop will be 
presenting William Doole’s CSLA 
guide Selecting a New Library 
Cataloging and Circulation Computer 

System. This is an invaluable tool for 
acquiring just the right software for 
your situation, with easy to follow, 
step-by-step procedures.

Weeding the collection is 
considered by many librarians 
the very hardest task one must 
do. BELINDA 
BOON, Assistant 
Professor at Kent 
State University, 
has extensive 
experience in 
library and 
information 
science, ranging 
from working 
as a manager 
of Continuing Education and 
Consulting at the Texas State Library 
& Archives Commission to being a 
children’s librarian in the Kingwood 
Branch Public Library in Harris 
County, Texas. 

She presented at the Kent 
conference to rave reviews. We are so 
happy that she has agreed to present 
in Rochester. This most appreciated 
workshop will get you out of the 
weeds and show you the best and 
most efficient ways to get weeding 
done. 

Carol Campbell, Dianne Oswald 

and Glenda Strombom are long-
standing members of the San Jose 
Bay Area Chapter of the Church and 
Synagogue Library Association, where 
they have served in various board 
capacities. Together they produced 
the invaluable guide Organizing a 
Congregational Library or Resource 
Center which Carol and Glenda will 
teach at conference. This guide is 
one that every library should have, 
so come and learn how to apply their 
advice to your own library. 

CAROL CAMPBELL is the 
librarian at St. Thomas Episcopal 
Church in Sunnyvale, California, 
where she has served for over thirty-
five years. She is also the director of 
the Episcopal Resource Center, which 
serves the Diocese of El Camino Real 
and the Diocese of California.

GLENDA STROMBOM has been 
the librarian for twenty years at Union 
Presbyterian Church in Los Altos, 
California, where she has brought the 
library from a small collection to a 
large room containing 4000 volumes. 
Glenda is a graduate of the CSLA 
Correspondence Course.

HARRY CHAN is the owner of 
MediaFlex, the firm that developed 
OPALS library software. Their 
mission is to provide access to 

>> article continues on page 5

Belinda Boon

Jim Anderson

http://cslainfo.org
cslainfo.org
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authentic information for life-long 
learners in a context that changes 
constantly and dramatically. Media 
Flex assists librarians in this mission 
by providing services, products and 
technology; all of which emerge from 
an open dialogue with librarians. 

Harry has been a consistent 
presenter and exhibitor at CSLA 
conferences. Last year he received 
the Outstanding Contribution to 
Congregational Libraries award from 
CSLA. John Schuster is his right-
hand man. They are teaching Using 
Genre Organization in the Library. 
Learn about a new way to organize 
resources, mainly in the fiction 
section. 

Being around a born teacher 
like SCOTT DUTKIEWICZ is 
certainly another treat at conference. 
If you have ever sat at a meal with 
Scott or attended his previous 
workshops you will have enjoyed 
his expertise and wonderful humor. 
I myself have observed the way his 
insightful conversation draws and 
holds the interest of fellow diners. 
So come to learn more about RDA, 
LCGFT and LCDGT Classification 
in an atmosphere that will make it 
all delightfully palatable. Scott is 
librarian a Clemson University. He 
also is his congregation’s librarian.

MEGHAN HARPER, Associate 
Professor & K-12 School Library 
Media Concentration Coordinator 
at Kent State University, has been a 
SLIS faculty member since 2001 and 
currently leads the school library 
media specialization. She serves as 

co-chair of the Virginia Hamilton 
Conference on Multicultural 
Literature for Youth and is a 

member of 
the American 
Library 
Association 
(ALA) council. 
She is the 
author of 
the CSLA 
bibliography 
Helping Those 
Who Hurt. 

Meghan 
hosted last 

year’s amazing conference at Kent 
and will be leading a workshop on 
that all-important document, the 
procedure manual. As one of those 
who has never actually written down 
my library’s procedures, I promised to 
be in this class if Meghan would teach 
it. We really must think of our fellow 
workers and those who will follow 
us in the library, and a well thought 
out, up-to-date procedure manual 
is the way to provide continuity for 
any congregational library. We hope 
Meghan will show us the easiest way 
to get this one done. 

Want to learn more about 
cataloging? Go from Scott 
Dutkiewicz’ RDA workshop Monday 
morning to SUSAN SNYDER’s 
Dewey Classification workshop 
on Monday afternoon. Susan will 
bring us her thorough expertise on 
Dewey and the changes to it. Susan 
writes the wonderful Doing Dewey 
column of this publication. We all 

depend on her careful explanations 
that sort any confusions we may 
have. Her instructions are always 
clear and precise. She certainly has a 
sense of humor to go along with this 
sometimes complicated process.

Looking at the program you will 
see that LARRY STOWERS has two 
workshops planned that are designed 
just for congregational libraries. 
Attendees to CSLA conference are 
familiar with Larry as he is our 
ubiquitous photographer who makes 
the best memory lane pictures for us 
all to enjoy. 

Perhaps in his moving around 
the various workshops Larry has 
observed that congregational 
librarians could use some help in 
publicizing and handling their wares. 
One workshop is a critique for 
using social media for promotion. 
This is not just bulletin boards 
and newsletters, but will include 
brochures, websites and social media. 

If you do not have in-house 
technology help, then come and 
learn just how to use the varied ways 
to sell that are available to us now. 
Larry’s second workshop is about 
church historical material. Learn 
how to digitize historical documents, 
photos, etc. and how to store the 
files. Also covered are ways to correct 
and improve faded, damaged, or 
otherwise impaired photos and other 
historical material. I am signing up 
for both of these. We can all expect a 
treat as Larry has a wonderful sense 
of humor that keeps us all in stitches 
with his wit. 

CSLA Promotional Kit [for public 

libraries]. The kit, delivered in a pamphlet shelf file 

box, may either be displayed as a set or shelved as 

individual items. The kit contains six CSLA guides: 

Cataloging and Classification, Developing An Effective 

Library (promotional), Fundamentals of Financing Your 

Congregational Library, Organizing a Library or Resource 

Center, Selecting a New Library Cataloging and Circulation 

Computer System and Subject Headings. $65 + S&H. 

CSLA GUIDE

A Basic Media 
List for Church 
Libraries: 
An Annotated Bibliography 
by Ellen Bosman.
(2015) Updated 
approach to Basic Books that utilizes all media 
that should be available in congregational libraries. 
Carefully selected by our new Media Review Editor. 
$14/$12 + S&H

CSLA BIBLIOGRAPHY

MEGHAN HARPER

The CSLA promotional kit and a basic media list for libraries are 
just two of the guides and bibliographies available from CSLA.
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Members will 
enjoy meeting 
Peter Stein, 
Senior Rabbi of 
Temple B’rith 
Kodesh, who will 
be conducting 
the Shabbat 
service on 
Friday evening, 
July 14, and the 
Interfaith Service 
the following Sunday morning. Rabbi 
Stein is noted for his commitment to 
building interfaith understanding. He 
participated in a dialogue program 
at the Vatican in 2007 and has been 
involved in significant relationships 
with the Catholic, Christian, and 
Muslim community. 

On Sunday afternoon, Bruce and 

Cindy Anderson of Parable Book-
store will give attendees an overview 
of new books and media of interest to 
congregational libraries. They will be 
bringing samples of the material so 
that attendees have an opportunity for 
hands-on examination. Samples may 
be purchased following the talk.

Monday features 
two more excellent 
speakers. Dr. 
Belinda Boon, 
who is also 
conducting the 
weeding workshop, 
will be explaining 
Open Access to 
the membership. 
Open Access is the 
free, immediate, online availability 
of research articles coupled with the 

rights to use these articles fully in the 
digital environment 

At 4:00 p.m. 
Dr. Steven 
Galbraith, 
Curator of the 
Melbert B. Cary, 
Jr. Graphic Arts 
Collection of 
the Rochester 
Institute of 
Technology, will 
be speaking on 
the History of the Bible in English. The 
Cary Collection originally focused 
on type specimens and printer’s 
manuals, but now includes early book 
formats and manuscripts, calligraphy, 
typography and book design, the 
history of papermaking and other 
aspects of bookmaking history. 

Members may recall the survey they 
took last year regarding their percep-
tion of CSLA and its components and 
suggestions for improvements to the 
organization. Ellen Bosman, tenured 
professor at New Mexico State Uni-

versity, will sum-
marize the survey 
results and let at-
tendees know how 
these findings will 
help shape CSLA 
in the upcoming 
years. In addition 
to being the Head 

of Technical Services at NMSU, Ellen 
is the Media Review Editor for Con-
gregational Libraries Today. 

FEATURED SPEAKERS at this year’s conference

Peter Stein

Reading Room of the Cary Collection

Steven Galbraith

Ellen Bosman

Belinda Boon

Need note cards?
Call 800-LIB-CSLA

to order the new, redesigned 
CSLA cards today!

6 card + envelopes

$5.50 +$3 postage

The featured speakers for this year’s conference are presented.

Selecting a New 
Library Cataloging 
and Circulation 
Computer System. by 
Bill Doole,(2012).  A carefully 
thought-out process for 
choosing the right library 
software program for your 
congregational library. $12/$14 
+ S&H

CSLA GUIDE
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Doing Dewey: Classifying materials about persons active  
in religion, faith, and spirituality.

>> article continues on page 8

DOING DEWEY
CLASSIFYING MATERIALS ABOUT PERSONS ACTIVE  
IN RELIGION, FAITH, AND SPIRITUALITYBY SUSAN SNYDER

ssnyder44147@gmail.com

A few months ago, a reader 
of this column suggested that I 
address when to 
place a book about 
a religious figure 
in biography [B] 
and when to assign 
a Dewey Decimal 
number. She 
mentioned several 
possible Dewey 
Decimal numbers. I 
had already written 
my column for issue 
1, so I saved her 
question for this 
issue.

Many libraries, 
including some large 
public libraries, 
place all individual 
biographies of people 
living after Biblical 
times in an area simply called 
biography, and alphabetize the 
books by the biographee’s name. 

However, the Dewey Decimal 
Classification provides individual 

classification numbers for certain 
biblical figures, and many of these 
same libraries use these numbers.

For example, materials about 
the entire life of Jesus of Nazareth 

are classified 
in 232.901. 
Materials 
about 
his birth, 
infancy, and 
childhood 
are classified 
in 232.92. 
Materials 
about his 
ministry are 
classified 
in 232.95. 
Materials 
about his 
death and 
events 
leading up 
to it are 
classified in 

232.96, and materials about his 
resurrection and reappearances are 
classified in 232.97.

Isaac and Rebecca with Jacob and Esau. Jan Victors, 1652. Oil on canvas.

BIOGRAPHICAL TREATMENTS OF JESUS & THE HOLY FAMILY
Jesus 232.901 For works covering his entire life

Jesus’ infancy 232.92 Birth, infancy & childhood

His ministry 232.95 This is for biographical treatment. Works on Christology are in 232.1 – 232.8

Death 232.96 Holy Week and crucifixion

Resurrection 232.97 Resurrection, appearances and ascension

Mary 232.91 Mary the mother of Jesus

Joseph 232.932 Joseph the father of Jesus

Joachim and Anne 232.933 Mary’s father and mother

John the Baptist 232.94 Placed here because he was Jesus’ cousin

mailto:ssnyder44147@gmail.com
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There are also specific Dewey 
Decimal numbers for other 
members of the Holy Family. 
Materials about Mary, the mother 
of Jesus of Nazareth, are classified 
in 232.91. Materials about Joseph, 
her husband, are classified in 
232.932 while materials about 
her parents, Joachim and Anne, 

are placed in 232.933. Materials 
about John the Baptist, a cousin to 
the Holy Family, are classified in 
232.94.

Most congregational libraries 
also have collective biographies of 
people in the Bible. A collective 
biography of people from the entire 
Christian Bible would be classified 

in 220.92. Collective biographies 
of people from specific parts of the 
Christian Bible would be classified 
using the number for the part 
of the Bible with an extension 
denoting biographical treatment. 
For example, a collective biography 
of people throughout the New 

EXAMPLES OF COLLECTIVE BIOGRAPHIES OF RELIGIOUS FIGURES
PERSONS DEWEY NUMBER NOTES

People of the Hebrew Bible 
(Old Testament)

221.922
Collected biographies not limited to a particular section of the Hebrew 
Bible.

People in the prophetic books 
of the Hebrew Bible

224.0922
Note that 0922 has been added to 224, the general number for the 
prophetic books.

People in the New Testament 225.0922
Collective biographies of N.T. persons not limited to a particular category 
of persons, such as the apostles, nor a particular book or section of the 
N.T., such as the gospels. 

Apostles 225.922 Collective biographies of apostles found in the New Testament

Apostolic period 270.10922 Collective biographies of Christian leaders and saints up to 325 C.E.

Ecumenical council period 270.20922
Collective biographies of Christian leaders and saints from 325 to 787 
C.E.

Medieval period 270.30922
Collective biographies of Christian leaders and saints from 787 to 1054 
C.E.

Roman Catholic religious 
orders

271.0922
Founders and persons of various orders. Specific orders are further 
broken down. I.e., 271.3022 denotes a collective biography of Franciscan 
monks 

Methodists 287.0922
Collective biographies of Methodists, not limited by specific 
denominations, date or geographic region. Use this model for other 
denominations.

Non-biblical Jewish religious 
figures

296.0922
Collective biographies of Jewish religious figures not associated with one 
activity or denomination. 

Keep in mind that the purpose behind the Dewey classification system is to group similar materials together for easy browsing. 
Catalogers should decide what works best for their own library and then try to be as consistent as possible. As an example, 
Library of Congress places Corrie Ten Boom’s autobiographical book, The Hiding Place, with books about World War II and gives 
it the number 940.53/492/092. However, a book covering her evangelistic life following the war, Tramp for the Lord, is given the 
number 269.2/0924. This puts two of her autobiographical works in two different locations. An alternative would be to place all 
of her autobiographical works with the general biographies, usually designated B rather than a Dewey number.

Doing Dewey—
continued from page 7

>> article continues on page 9
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Testament would be classified in 
225.922, and a collective biography 
of people throughout the Hebrew 
Bible (Christian Old Testament) 
would be classified in 221.922. 
Collective biographies of people 
from an even smaller part of the 
Bible would be classified using the 
number for the part of the Bible, 
with -0922 added if an asterisk 
appears with the number in the 
Dewey classification schedules, for 
example, 222.10922 for people of 
the Pentateuch.

Dewey uses the Great Schism 
of 1054, the break in communion 
between the Eastern Orthodox 
and Roman Catholic churches, as 
a significant dividing line between 
persons of the early and primitive 
Christian church and persons from 

later periods. 270.1 – 3 is the base 
number for the history and persons 
of the Christian church prior to 
1054 because the early church is 
considered to be undivided by 
denominations.

Use 270.10922 (the apostolic 
period to 325), 270.20922 (the 
period of the ecumenical councils, 
325-787), or 270.30922 (787 to 
1054), as appropriate, for collective 
biographies of bishops, clergy, 
saints and members of the church 
earlier than 1054. Use numbers 
from the 280s followed by -0922 for 
collective biographies of founders 
of denominations, bishops, clergy, 
saints and members of specific 
denominations from later than 
1054. Use subdivisions of 271, 
followed by -0922 if an asterisk 

appears with the number in the 
Dewey classification schedules, for 
collective biographies of founders 
of religious orders or of members 
of religious orders. Use 270.0922 
for collective biography of saints, 
when saints from both before and 
after 1054 are included.

The number 235.2 is used for 
saints when considered as spiritual 
beings, rather than for collective 
biographies of their lives on Earth.

I hope that you find this 
information helpful. Any reader 
of this column is welcome to 
send me a question to answer in a 
future column. These questions are 
especially welcome now that I have 
completed my “tour” of the Dewey 
Decimal Classification. 

Doing Dewey—
continued from page 8

Surpass CL Surpass CL is library automation software 
streamlined especially for churches, 
synagogues, and other places of worship. 

For both new and well-established 
libraries, Surpass CL provides professional 
quality in a volunteer-friendly package. 
Pricing starts at just $495.

For convenience and security, also choose 
Surpass Hosting Service. We will keep 
your software updated and provide on-line 
access for library volunteers. Hosting 
customers may also choose to provide 
Library Trek, a smart phone app for 
patrons.

Easy-to-use 
and powerful.

• Cataloging
• Patron management
• Circulation
• Barcoding
• Inventory
• Reports
• Patron self-check
 
Surpass CL: $495

Surpass Safari CL catalog: $400

Toll-free (877) 625-2657
www.SurpassSoftware.com

NEW
FOR HOSTING!

Your members can search 
your library from smart 
phones with Surpass

Library Trek!
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display idea: Celebrate Little Golden Books 75th anniversary.

display idea: CELEBRATE LITTLE GOLDEN BOOKS 75TH ANNIVERSARY
Here is an idea that can be used for a library display, 

a children’s program, or both. Little Golden Books, an 
imprint of Random House Kids, is celebrating its 75th 
anniversary this year. Most Church and Synagogue Library 
Association member libraries have one or more of these 
iconic books. For instance, Prayers for Children, illustrated 
by Eloise Wilkin and one of the original 12 Little Golden 
Books, has been in print continuously for 75 years.

Prayers for Children, 
Golden Book, 1999 
edition.

In 1941 a hardback, full 
color children’s picture 
book cost from two to 
three dollars. Compare 
this to the 1941 price of a 
gallon of milk—fourteen 
cents, or a loaf of bread—
eight cents, and it becomes 
obvious that quality 
children’s books were 

too expensive for many American households. “George 
Duplaix, president of the Artists and Writers Guild, Inc. (a 
joint interest of Simon & Schuster Publishing and Western 
Printing) came up with the concept of developing a 
colorful children’s book that was durable and affordable for 
most American families.” (Random House Kids website) 

In September 1942, Simon and Schuster published the 
original 12 Little Golden Books. Priced at 25¢ each, they 

were: The Poky Little Puppy, Three Little Kittens, Bedtime 
Stories, The Alphabet from A to Z, Mother Goose, Prayers 
for Children, The Little Red Hen, Nursery Songs, The Golden 
Book of Fairy Tales, Baby’s Book, The Animals of Farmer 
Jones and This Little Piggy. They were an instant hit. Within 
five months they were in their 5th printing.

The Poky Little Puppy, 
Golden Books, 2001 
edition.

Golden Legacy, the Story 
of Golden Books by Leonard 
Marcus has been republished 
for the 75th anniversary. This 
is an excellent history of the 
imprint and a resource for all 
things Golden.

Golden Legacy, by Leonard 
Marcus. Golden Books, 
2017. 

Another good resource is 
the Little Golden Books page 
on the Random House Kids 
website. It has a timeline, 
downloadable activity pages 
and games to be played on-
line. Consider having printed 
activity pages as part of a hands-on display or using the 
games as part of a programming component.

Sample program to celebrate Golden Books

1The intended audience is children ages 4 – 8 and their 
caregivers.

2Create a display of Little Golden Books. Include the 
Leonard Marcus book if owned. Background of display 
could include some photos from the early 1940s plus 
photos of landmark events from the past 75 years. If 
you want the display to outlast the program, consider 
creating book “dummies” of each title by gluing a full-
size, glossy color copy of the book cover to a piece of 
foam core or cardboard and superimpose the words, 
“Book is on loan but may be reserved.” As books are 
returned, place them back into the display and remove 
the dummy until needed again.

3Begin by telling a bit about why Golden Books were 
first published. Young children may not be able to vi-
sualize the difference between costs then and now, but 
the adults present would appreciate it. You may want 

to mention that the children’s grandparents probably 
enjoyed reading The Poky Little Puppy when they were 
the children’s age. Caregivers could be asked to name 
their favorite Golden Book from their own childhood.

4Read two stories. Choose one of the original books and 
one recent book. Avoid ones with too much text. Some 
books that are good for one-on-one sharing may be 
too wordy to make a good program read-aloud.

5Group may then break up to do an activity page, play 
the computer games on the Random House Kids web-
site and check out books from the display. 

6If desired, a birthday cake or cupcakes may be served. 
Traditional birthday party games may be modified for 
this program. For instance, using the activity sheet of 
the Tawny Scrawny Lion, create a blow-up of the lion, 
make a paper lion’s tail, and play Pin the Tail on the 
Lion instead of a donkey.

http://www.randomhousekids.com/brand/little-golden-books/
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new media for your library
fresh citations

topics
FICTION  11
CLASSICS CORNER  13
THE BIBLE  15
CHRISTIAN LIFE 16
BIOGRAPHY  20
SCIENCE   20
ESSAYS  20
CHILDREN  21

Fresh citations: New media for your library

FICTION
When Love Arrives
Johnnie Alexander. Revell, 2016. 368p. 
$15, paperback. ISBN: 9780800726416. 
bakerpublishinggroup.com/revell FIC 
Secrecy - Fiction

The need for honesty and 
forgiveness underlies the plot of 
When Love Arrives. A romantic 
relationship slowly grows 
between Dani Prescott and Brett 
Somers after a chance meeting. 
They are strangers, although 

one of them has a desire for revenge against the other. 
In order not to reveal her secret to the wealthy young 
executive, Dani is not completely honest when telling 
him about her background or her current situation. 
Brett’s life is not without problems either, having recently 
discovered that he has a son. The youngster was in a 
bad accident and is in a coma, but his mother refuses 
to allow Brett to see his son. Brett frequently watches 
the boy’s hospital room window from below. That is how 
Dani gets pictures of him. When he discovers them, he is 
furious. Can Brett and Dani’s relationship survive, or will 
the revelation of Dani’s secret destroy it?

Alexander has created strong characters whose 
negative attitudes and behavior change because of 
events.—Beverly Bixler

What Matters Most
Kellie Coates Gilbert. Revell, 2016. 315p. 
$15, paperback. ISBN: 9780800722753. 
bakerpublishinggroup.com/revell FIC 
United States —Politics and government 
—21st century —Fiction.

In Kellie Coates Gilbert’s 
What Matters Most, financial 
problems force Leta 
Breckenridge to discontinue 
her college education. Her two 

low-paying jobs are insufficient to keep current the 
account at the nursing home where her mother lives.

One day she backs into the car behind her. It 
belongs to Senator Nathan Emerson who takes care 
of everything because she does not have insurance. 
Little does Leta know the ultimate outcome of this 
encounter.

Needing a better job, Leta secures one at a public 
relations agency and soon is put in the group handling 
the incumbent governor’s campaign. Meanwhile, Nathan 
decides to run against the governor. Intrigued with the 
senator’s honesty, Leta resigns her job because her 
group’s purpose is to do anything to derail his campaign. 
Investigating on her own, she reveals the truth about the 
governor’s illegal business dealings.

Throughout her experiences, Leta quotes her mother 
who has always said, “Do what is right and let God do 
the rest.” Does Leta find this to be true? —Beverly Bixler 

The Sisters of Sugarcreek
Cathy Liggett. Tyndale House, 2017. 387p. 
$15, paperback. ISBN: 9781496404893. 
www.tyndale.com FIC Sugarcreek (Ohio) 
—Fiction. Amish —Ohio —Sugarcreek —
Fiction. Christian fiction. Romance fiction.

Life won’t be the same in 
Sugarcreek, Ohio, after the 
Faith Community Church was 
destroyed by fire, especially for 
three women. Lydia Gruber’s 
husband died in the fire along 

with Jessica Holtz’s Aunt Rose. Liz Canna, a close friend, 
also feels lost without Rose. What do the three women—
one Amish and two Englishers—have in common and 
how can they help each other find happiness and 

http://bakerpublishinggroup.com/revell
http://bakerpublishinggroup.com/revell
http://www.tyndale.com
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romance? Lydia was married to an older Amish man 
after her father died but their relationship was more 
cordial than romantic. Her husband’s fear of closeness 
was always a mystery. Jessica, a single mom, is trying to 
raise Cole, her five-year-old son, and at the same time 
run the shop Rose’s Knit One Quilt Too Cottage. This is 
a challenge since she is not adept at crafts. Liz is also 
single and trying to discover what she wants to do with 
her life since selling real estate isn’t working out for her. 
What is God’s plan for them? Who are the three men who 
have come into their lives? Rose has left them a lifeline 
in the Secret Stitches Society formed by herself and 
Liz to deliver caring gifts to those who need hope. The 
stories form a quilt sampler as the three develop a close 
friendship and learn to rely on each other for strength. 
Recommended for readers of Christian romance and 
Amish stories.—Mary Lou Henneman

Sandpiper Cove
Irene Hannon. Revell, 2017. 352p. paperback 
$16. ISBN: 9780800727680. http://
bakerpublishinggroup.com/revell FIC 
Women police chiefs —Fiction. Ex-convicts 
—Fiction. Christian fiction. Romance fiction.

Life is all but quiet for Hope 
Harbor Police Chief Lexie 
Graham as she juggles trying 
to solve a sudden crime spree 
of minor vandalism in their 
peaceful community, while 

raising her young son with the help of her mother. 
Because of past events in her life, she struggles with 
faith issues and trust in God. Lexie hopes to find 
romance and someone to believe in, but is surprised 
when it comes in the form of a former convict—Adam 
Stone. He has changed his life internally as he now 
trusts in God’s mercy and guidance, but still looks 
like the former scruffy biker on the outside. How 
can this unlikely pair see past their outward looks 
to allow their personal relationship to develop and 
strengthen their faith? Christian romance fans will 
enjoy Irene Hannon’s latest novel as she combines 
well-developed characters with a plot filled with 
action. Highly recommended for Christian book 
clubs.—Mary Lou Henneman

Moving Target (Elite 
Guardians, #3)
Lynette Eason. Revell, 2017. 318p. $16, 
paperback. ISBN: 9780800723248. 
bakerpublishinggroup.com/revell FIC 
Kidnapping —Fiction. Christian fiction. 
Romance suspense fiction.

Both Maddy McKay and 
Quinn Holcombe want to 
take their relationship to 
the next level, but situations 
from their past have stopped 

them. When the pair don’t appear at Quinn’s surprise 
birthday party, their friends know something is 

http://bakerpublishinggroup.com/revell
http://bakerpublishinggroup.com/revell
http://bakerpublishinggroup.com/revell
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seriously wrong and the hunt is on to find out who 
kidnapped them. Who is the madman who is playing 
a dangerous game of cat and mouse with them on 
this island filled with lethal traps? Even though they 
escape, Maddy knows they were intended to be 
victims nine and ten in his plan for revenge. Why 
is he leaving clues as he targets other members of 
their families? It is now up to her and the team of 
elite guardians—four women who are professional 
bodyguards—and their friends to solve the mystery 
before anyone else is killed. Author Lynette Eason 

CLASSICS CORNER
Confessions of a Convert
Robert Hugh Benson. Christian 
Classics, 2016. 110p. $14, paperback. 
ISBN: 9780870613043. www.
avemariapress.com 248.242 Catholic 
converts. Benson, Robert Hugh, 
1871-1914.

Robert Hugh Benson was 
one of the literary lights of 
19th century Britain, publishing 
works of history and novels. 
This story was first published 

in 1906 - 1907 in the Catholic magazine Ave Maria. It 
is the story of how he was brought up Anglican (the 
Church of England) and became a clergyman for nine 
years before converting to Catholicism.

Benson’s father was the Archbishop of Canterbury, 
the spiritual head of the Anglican Communion. His 
father had a very dominate personality and influenced 
the author’s way of thinking about religion, therefore 
Benson’s conversion did not come easily or lightly. The 
author faced many years of searching and questioning 
his faith and consulting with various individuals. He 
finally came to the realization that the church for him 
was the Catholic Church.

Benson’s writing style is typical of that period, 
characterized by beautiful turns of phrase and colorful 
details. This is a good story of someone struggling 
with heart and head to find a spiritual place of 
belonging.—Phyllis Wendorf

Letters to My Lord: 
Intimate Conversations 
with Christ

Daniel A. Lord. Christian Classics, 
2016. 1969. 109p. $14, paperback. ISBN: 
9780870613005. www.christian-classics.
com 248.482 Spiritual life--Catholic 
Church. Lord, Daniel A. (Daniel Aloysius), 
1888-1955.

These are reflections 
written by the Jesuit 

Daniel Lord (1888-1955) after he was diagnosed 
with terminal lung cancer. Lord had one of those 
incredibly busy careers involved with Catholic Action 
and those largely forgotten organizations known as 
sodalities and in writing, preaching, and organizing. 
In these letters addressed to God and based on the 
Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius of Loyola one can 
learn a lot about humility, humor, gratitude and other 
virtues from this brief book.—Larry Creider

Planning a Congregational 
Archives Center. 
Curtis D. Howard, PhD. (2011). This is a great reference 
book on processing, preserving, storing and exhibiting your 
archives. It offers tips on what to include in your archives 
and discusses their importance to your congregation. $12/ 
$14 + S&H. 

CSLA GUIDE

seamlessly weaves the personal stories of the 
relationship between Maddy and Quinn as the pair 
help each other to regain their faith and learn to 
forgive with a dynamic suspense thriller plot. Highly 
recommended for Christian romance/suspense 
fans.—Mary Lou Henneman

The Secret Book of Kings
Yochi Brandes. English translation 
by Yardenne Greenspan. St. Martin’s 
Press, 2016. 416p. $26, hardcover. ISBN: 
9781250076984. us.macmillan.com/smp FIC 
Saul, King of Israel —Fiction. David, King of 
Israel —Fiction. Solomon, King of Israel —
Fiction. Bible. Kings —Fiction.

The Secret Book of Kings 
is the English translation of 
Brandes’ bestseller in Israel, 
Melachim Gimel. It tells the 
story of Kings Saul, David, 

and Solomon from the perspective of the tribes of the 
Northern Kingdom, and narrated by Shelomoam from 
the tribe of Ephraim, whose true identity is slowly 
revealed to us, and Michal, the daughter of Saul. The 

http://www.avemariapress.com
http://www.avemariapress.com
http://www.christian-classics.com
http://www.christian-classics.com
https://us.macmillan.com/smp
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Bible tells the story from the perspective of the winners 
(the Southern Kingdom of Judah) and accordingly 
glorifies David and Solomon. Brandes resurrects the 
lost voices of the descendants of Saul, grounding her 
alternative version of biblical history in comments from 
the Bible itself. She crafts a realistic tale of politics, family 
love, loyalty, intrigue, betrayal and violence. To this she 
adds the much-needed perspective of women. In truth, 
the biblical account is flat in comparison with Brandes’ 
robust and exciting three-dimensional story. Greenspan’s 
translation is superb; it reads like a fine quality original, 
not at all like a translation. One of the messages of the 
book is that those who shape the narrative control the 
politics; this eternal message is especially important at 
this moment in history. Do yourself a favor—read this 
book and recommend it to others.—Amy Scheinerman

Cover art from The Secret Book of Kings: A Novel © 2016 
by Yochi Brandes. Reprinted by permission of St. Martin’s 
Press. All Rights Reserved.

Recruits (Recruits Series, #1)
Thomas Locke. Revell, 2017. 368p. $13, 
paperback. ISBN: 9780800727895. 
bakerpublishinggroup.com/revell FIC 
Intergroup relations —Moral and ethical 
aspects —Fiction. Twins —Fiction. Human-
alien encounters —Moral and ethical 
aspects —Fiction. Science fiction.

Sean and Dillon are typical 
seventeen year old twin boys 
whose lives revolve around cars, 
school and plenty of sibling 
rivalry. However, their middle 

class lives abruptly change when a new neighbor moves 
in and invites them to tea. Nothing about Carver seems 
normal to them. In fact, why has he singled them out? 
What does he know about the vivid dreams they share 
of a place not of this world? Before they know it, the 
twins are guided by their new mentor in how to transfer 
between their present reality and the worlds they have 

literally dreamed about. With the blink of an eye, Thomas 
Locke transports readers into his latest young adult 
science fiction series where the two main characters 
discover that earth is just an outpost in an immense 
galaxy. Because of their unique abilities to communicate 
and function together on multiple levels, they have 
been recruited to help discover an unknown enemy and 
identify who is causing the conflict among the many 
galaxies. But this is more than a science fiction thriller. 
It involves the relationships between the two brothers, 
living in a dysfunctional family, traveling between 
worlds, as they deal with conflict management and even 
romance. The characters operate seamlessly as if on a 
three-dimensional chess board, and all the pieces are 
in place for the next book to be released. Even though 
this book doesn’t have an obvious religious message, 
it contains enough material to discuss the morals and 
ethics on how we treat others who are different from us 
in appearance and where they come from—no matter 
from which galaxy they originate.—Mary Lou Henneman

Justice Delayed (A Memphis 
Cold Case Novel)
Patricia Bradley. Revell, 2017. 341p. $16, 
paperback. ISBN: 9780800727086. 
bakerpublishinggroup.com/revell FIC 
Murder —Investigation —Tennessee —
Memphis —Fiction. Romantic suspense 
fiction. Christian fiction.

Detective Will Kincaide has 
just been promoted to the 
Memphis Cold Case division. 
His first assignment involves 

a mysterious letter claiming the innocence of a man 
on death row slated for execution for the murder of a 
young girl eighteen years ago. To make his situation a 
bit more complicated, the man accused of the murder 
is Will’s cousin who confessed to the crime at the 
time, and the victim was the sister of Andi Hollister, a 

Resources 
Manual for 
Congregational 
Libraries 
Annotated bibliogra-
phy by Ellen Bosman. 
A new approach to 
resources for congre-
gational libraries. Divided into two major sections: 
“Tools for librarians” and “Enrichment resources 
for library patrons.” 50 pages $14/$16 + S&H

CSLA BIBLIOGRAPHY

Fundamentals of  Financing 
Your Congregational Library
by Craig Kubic. Guide will assist the congregational 
librarian in developing a realistic plan for the careful 
acquisition and management of the financial resources that 
libraries need to become a vital part of a congregation.  
$12/ $14 + S&H. 

CSLA GUIDE

http://bakerpublishinggroup.com/revell
http://bakerpublishinggroup.com/revell
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Pioneer’s
Endowment Fund

Consider sending a gift today to the CSLA office, marking it  
for the Pioneer’s Endowment Fund.

Donations & bequests to Pioneers 
Endowment Fund will help ensure CSLA’s 

financial health now and in the future.

close friend and a TV crime reporter, who is also still 
searching for the truth and who is suffering with her 
own personal demons. The team sift through a myriad of 
hidden clues, international intrigue, smuggled diamonds 
and corruption in order to fit all the puzzling pieces 
of evidence together to find the truth. Author Patricia 
Bradley weaves together a thrilling suspense with a 
solid romance that keeps readers intrigued with the 
clear subplots in her new Memphis Cold Case series. 
Christian suspense and romance fans should look for 
more adventures with her new characters.—Mary Lou 
Henneman

THE BIBLE
The Women of Easter: 
Encounter the Savior with 
Mary of Bethany, Mary of 
Nazareth and Mary 
Magdalene

Liz Curtis Higgs. Waterbrook, 2017. 224p. 
$15, hardcover. ISBN 9781601426826. 
waterbrookmultnomah.com 232.9 
Women in the Bible. Mary, of Bethany, 
Saint. Mary, Blessed Virgin, Saint. Mary 
Magdalene, Saint. Jesus Christ —friends 
and associates.

Readers of Liz Curtis Higgs’ books will not be 
disappointed in this latest volume.

The author starts with readers meeting Mary and 
Martha of Bethany as they send word to Jesus that 
the brother they all love is dying. Higgs stops at this 
point and takes readers back to when the pair first 
appear in the Bible. The author describes what their 
home must have looked like. She speculates that 

Martha must have been the Martha Stewart of her 
time, and talks of how Mary sat at the feet of Jesus. 
She then finishes the story of Mary, Martha and 
Lazarus. Higgs takes each line of the story and then 
discusses what it means. 

Higgs continues the story with Jesus heading 
toward Jerusalem for the Jewish Passover. She 
describes the preparations made before continuing 
to Jerusalem and Jesus’ entrance into the city the 
following day, riding on a donkey with the crowds 
waving palm branches. She shows us the Last Supper, 
talking about how it must have looked, which is not 
anything like da Vinci’s painting.

As the story unfolds, readers meet Mary of 
Nazareth and learn what she might have been 
thinking about. At the crucifixion, readers see not 
only Mary, Jesus’ mother, but also Mary Magdalene 
and other women. It is interesting that only the 
women stayed at the feet of Jesus while he was on 
the cross, and it was women who went to where he 
lay to find the tomb empty. When he rose on the third 
day, it was a woman, Mary Magdalene, to whom Jesus 
first appeared. After Jesus showed himself to the 
disciples and rose to his father, the disciples went to 
the upper room. With them were Mary of Nazareth 
and other women. Were Mary of Bethany and Mary 
Magdalene with them? We don’t know, but it is likely 
that those women would be there, too. 

Readers will definitely enjoy this book, and 
the study guide at the end of the book makes it 
appropriate for group use. Recommended.—Phyllis 
Wendorf

http://waterbrookmultnomah.com/
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The Book of Matthew: A New Translation with 
Commentary—Jesus Spirituality for Everyone 
(Gospel Series)

Thomas Moore. Skylight Paths, 2016. 192p. $20, hardback. ISBN: 
9781594736209. skylightpaths.com 226.2’077 Bible. Matthew—
Commentaries. 

Christ’s impact on humanity throughout the 
centuries has been monumental. But with the vast 
number of translations and study Bibles available 
today, why do we need another interpretation? 
Thomas Moore, award-winning author of Care of the 
Soul, examines the Gospel of Matthew as a book for 
humanity without connecting the teachings of Christ 
to any specific denomination or religious group. The 
introduction outlines the author’s purpose to see Christ 
more clearly and focus on his message of how to live our 
lives. The basic layout of the translation is also easy to 
follow. Open the book and the translation is printed on 
the right page with notes and interpretation on the left. 
Moore especially offers a fresh look at the parables in his 
translation and commentaries. Recommended for both 
first time readers of the gospels and for individuals more 
steeped in Biblical study. This is a simple and new way 
to look at Christ in a more universal, spiritual manner.—
Mary Lou Henneman

CHRISTIAN LIFE
Roots & Sky: A Journey 
Home in Four Seasons
Christie Purifoy. Revell, 2016. 202p. 
$14, paperback. ISBN: 9780800726669. 
bakerpublishinggroup.com/revell 248.4 Life 
—Religious Aspects —Christianity. Christian 
Life. Spirituality —Christianity. Purifoy, 
Christie. Seasons —Religious aspects —
Christianity.

Purifoy and her family, 
consisting of her husband, 
three children and another 
due soon, move into 

Maplehurst, a farmhouse located in Pennsylvania. 
As a native of Texas, the author is accustomed to 
warm climates but finds herself looking forward 
to the change of seasons. The author arranges 
her story around the four seasons and uses these 
as launching points to describe her thoughts and 
feelings, beginning with the birth of her child 
before she even feels settled in at Maplehurst. With 
her husband traveling for work, children at school, 
one preschooler and a new baby and not knowing 
anyone she felt very alone and depressed. As 
autumn turned into winter and Advent approached 

Purifoy was desperate for light and newness —snow. 
It does snow around Christmas and the whole family 
bundles up to go play in it.

Still, the author struggles with her emotions. Like 
most people, life has a way of surprising her in 
good ways and bad. In the spring, she was looking 
forward to starting a garden, but the day before 
they were going to build the fence around the 
vegetable garden there was a storm and one of the 
maples came down. Spring turns into summer and 
eventually she does plant her vegetable garden, plus 
a flower garden, and even acquires some chickens.

It is interesting to read Purifoy’s thoughts as 
the year changes from one season to the next. 
Throughout the seasons, the author relies on 
God for her strength to get through the tough 
times.—Phyllis Wendorf

The Story of Everything: 
How You, Your Pets, and the 
Swiss Alps Fit into God’s Plan 
for the World

Jared C. Wilson. Crossway, 2015. 235p. $16, 
paperback. ISBN: 9781433544576. www.
crossway.org 234.3 Redemption-Biblical 
teaching. Biblical cosmology. Glory of God-
Biblical teaching.

The title of this book is 
intriguing. The author starts 

with a conclusion and ends the book with an 
introduction. He believes that God has a plan for 
everything on earth and above it. In ten chapters 
he lays out God’s plan. In chapters titled “Non-
Trivial Pursuit: God’s Plan for Art, Science and 
Work” or “Love Story: God’s Plan for Romance, 
Marriage and Sex” he shows how God planned 
everything. We look at our lives and plan our lives 

Helping 
Those Who 
Hurt
S. Meghan Harper. An 
annotated bibliography 
of print, non-print, and 
online resources divided into elementary and teenage 
groups. Designed for those working with children in 
congregational and pastoral care settings. Carefully 
selected for the potential of facilitating discussion between 
and among children and adults. $12/$14 +postage. 

CSLA BIBLIOGRAPHY

http://www.skylightpaths.com
http://bakerpublishinggroup.com/revell
https://www.crossway.org/
https://www.crossway.org/
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“I don’t know what I would do 

 without ResourceMate®.”

- Temple Shalom Library

Call us toll free at 800-815-8370
www.resourcemate.com

When you combine the best product, with the best customer 
experience, you get your best partner – ResourceMate.®

Your Library Automation Solution

Organizing a Library 
or Resource Center: 
Creating a Policy and 
Procedure Manual. 
Revised and compiled from three CSLA 
publications, A Policy and Procedure 
Manual for Church and Synagogue 
Libraries; Standards for Church and 
Synagogue Libraries; and Setting Up 
A Library. This publication provides a 
simple method of developing a working 
manual for organizing and operating 
a congregational library. $13/$14+ 
postage. 

CSLA GUIDE

instead of looking for God’s plan for us. Everything 
is made to glorify God.

This witty book is backed up with solid biblical 
references and is an enjoyable read. Recommended 
for church libraries.—Phyllis Wendorf

A Path Revealed: How Hope, 
Love and Joy Found Us Deep 
in a Maze Called Alzheimer’s

Carlen Maddux. Paraclete Press, 2016. 
180p. $16, paperback. ISBN: 9781612617848. 
paracletepress.com 248.86196831 
Alzheimer’s disease-Patients-Care. 
Alzheimer’s disease-Religious aspects-
Christianity.

Most people know 
someone who is affected 

by Alzheimer’s disease. When the author’s wife, 
Martha, was diagnosed with this disease at the 
age of 50, it turned their lives upside-down. Both 
the author and his wife were active; leading busy 
lives while raising their 3 children.

The book follows the Madduxes through the 17 
years from when she is first diagnosed in 1997 
to her death in 2014. They looked for an answer 
to the question “is there any way to get out of 
this Alzheimer thing?” So their quest began. 
They looked into non-traditional ways of healing, 
such as meditation, while also following all of the 
neurologist’s orders. 

In the author’s journey, all of the emotions from 
frustration to rage are explored until he finds a 
deeper faith to rely on.

Although this book is about Alzheimer’s, it 
could easily have been about any crises a family 
may face, such as heart attack or loss of home. 
Any trial can bring similar emotional upheaval, 
fear and depression, before discovering “God 
has given each of us the spiritual resources and 
framework to face a crisis that seeks to crush us. 
We are created with the capacity to discover these 
resources. And as we do, we must be willing to 
embrace them.”—Phyllis Wendorf

https://www.paracletepress.com/
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THIS ISSUE’S REVIEWERS
BEVERLY M. BIXLER
First Presbyterian Church
Ashland, Ohio

LARRY CREIDER
St. Albert the Great Newman Center
Las Cruces, New Mexico

CAROLYN EGOLF
Lincolnshire Church of the Brethren
Fort Wayne, Indiana
MARY LOU HENNEMAN
Boardman United Methodist Church
Boardman, Ohio

AMY SCHEINERMAN
Jewish Hospice of Howard County, 
Maryland
Columbia, Maryland

PHYLLIS WENDORF
Mentor United Methodist Church
Mentor, Ohio

Remembering God’s Mercy: 
Redeem the Past and Free 
Yourself from Painful 
Memories

 Dawn Eden. Ave Maria Press, 2016. 
141p. paperback. ISBN 978159471636-. 
www.avemariapress.com 248.8/6 God 
(Christianity)—Mercy. Regret—Religious 
aspects—Christianity. Spiritual life—
Catholic Church. Catholic Church—
Doctrines.

Eden, author of My Peace I 
Give You, is a convert from a secular Jewish family who 
became a Protestant evangelical and then moved to 
the Roman Catholic Church. A survivor of childhood 
sexual abuse, she argues here that God is the keeper 
of our memories and that this realization can bring 
healing and hope. Eden uses the wisdom of St. 
Ignatius, Pope Francis and many other church fathers 
to approach this topic. She has developed a three-
point model of healing which includes acknowledging 
memories, accepting that memories change the 
way God is seen as well affect other perceptions, 
and allowing God’s grace to transform memories by 
changing one’s perception of the past.—Larry Creider

Glory Days: Living your 
Promised Land Life Now
Max Lucado. Thomas Nelson, 2015. 253p. 
$27, hardcover. ISBN: 9780849948497. 
www.thomasnelson.com 248.84 Bible. 
Joshua. Midlife crisis —Religious aspects 
—Christianity.

In the opening pages of 
Glory Days, Max Lucado states 
the reason for including the 
book of Joshua, from which he 
quotes extensively, in the Bible. 

“Sometimes the challenge is just too much. You want to 
keep up. You try. It’s not that you don’t. You just run out 
of fight. Life has a way of taking life out of us.”

The Hebrews began a three-part journey in Egypt 
where they were slaves. The next segment was their 
40-year enslavement to fear in the desert. Finally, they 
reached the Promised Land, the end of their journey, 

and the glory days began. When they crossed the 
Jordan River, their initial challenge was the city of 
Jericho. Characteristic of Lucado’s style is his talent 
for combining or comparing the biblical and the 
contemporary. According to Lucado, we have made the 
journey, too. He uses Jericho as a metaphor for problems 
which individuals may face, such as illness, guilt or 
anger. However, our promised land is not physical land 
but spiritual territory in which, with God’s help, we are 
victors. 

Each chapter is prefaced with the appropriate verses 
from Joshua and contains questions for reflection. 
The questions are divided into “Your Wilderness,” 
“Your Crossing Moment,” and “Your Promised 
Land.” Each chapter also concludes with a “Promise 
Prayer.” Readers of Max Lucado’s work will not be 
disappointed.—Beverly Bixler

It’s Good to be Queen
Liz Curtis Higgs. Waterbrook Press, 
2015. 209p. $15, paperback. ISBN: 
9781400070039. waterbrookmultnomah.
com 222.53092 Sheba, Queen of. Christian 
women-Conduct of life.

Liz Curtis Higgs frequently 
writes on women’s issues. Here 
she tells the story of the Queen 
of Sheba. The Bible tells us little 
about this queen except for her 
visit to King Solomon in the first 

13 verses of I Kings, chapter 10. The queen is intrigued 
by Solomon’s reputation and wants many questions 
answered.

Higgs mixes a bit of fiction with her nonfiction. As 
an introduction to her work, she pens a brief message 
signed “Sheba.” Concluding each of the first nine 
chapters is another short note from Sheba, which 
includes her comments on her situation as it is treated in 
the given chapter. In this manner, Higgs discusses each 
of the 13 verses phrase by phrase.

It’s Good to be Queen, written in Higgs’ down-to-earth, 
informal style, is well annotated and includes interesting, 
thought-provoking questions for further study. It also 
includes comments about the implications of the verses 
and story for the reader’s life.—Beverly Bixler

http://www.avemariapress.com
http://www.thomasnelson.com
http://waterbrookmultnomah.com/
http://waterbrookmultnomah.com/
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Hunting Hope: Dig through 
the Darkness to Find the 
Light

Nika Maples. Worthy Publishing, 2016. 240p. 
$16, paperback. ISBN: 9781617956652. www.
worthypublishing.com 248.86 Suffering-
Religious aspects-Christianity. Hope-
Religious aspects-Christianity.

Nika Maples assures readers 
that “Everyone’s story is 
valuable because everyone’s 

story is God’s story.” Here, she tells her inspiring 
story as a “hope hunter.” Maples explains the habits 
of “hope hunters” —choosing humility, giving grace, 
singing truth, waiting expectantly and the ability 
to keep going. She discovered these characteristics 
in the face of multiple health problems, including 
being diagnosed with lupus at age 12 and suffering 
a stroke at age 20. As a result of her suffering, she 
is equipped with a testimony from the crucible of 
permanent disability in the face of determination 
and faith. 

Twenty chapters are divided into two parts: 
“God’s Character” and “Our Character.” Each 
chapter begins with scripture and includes personal 
experiences of a faith born out of darkness. 

The humor, sharp writing style, and surprise 
interpretations keep one reading. This is no 
Pollyanna “life is good now because of my faith” 
story, but a realistic telling of seasons of darkness, 
falling “like a little sparrow” and God’s faithfulness 
and presence during dark times.

Singles will find value in chapter 13, “He Will Carry 
You,” where Maples discusses how singles can be 
hurt by the words and actions of others, as well as 

by grief for what they have lost or can never hope 
to have. 

Highly recommended for church libraries, for 
persons suffering and those who care for them.—
Carolyn Egolf

The Happiness Dare: 
Pursuing your Heart’s 
Deepest, Holiest, and Most 
Vulnerable Desire.

Jennifer Dukes Lee. Tyndale, 2016. 292p. 
$16, paperback. ISBN: 9781496411143. www.
tyndaleusa.com 248.8/43 Christian women-
Religious life. Happiness-Religious aspects-
Christianity.

“This is all about God. 
Our happiness brings him 

happiness.” If you are happy, the author’s assertion 
that happiness is God’s desire for us will affirm 
you. If you are unhappy, she dares readers to be 
themselves and provides quotes, insights and 
“happiness boosters” to encourage readers.

Fifteen chapters are divided into three parts 
and, once learning about the five happiness 
styles, readers will want to turn immediately to 
the assessment tool to determine their style type. 
The five styles are: doers, relators, experiencers, 
givers and thinkers. A chapter is devoted to each 
style, its strengths, red flags and ways to maximize 
happiness within each style.

Each chapter opens with a quote and concludes 
with questions for “Digging Deeper.” Chapters 
11-14 explain the principles for happiness and a 
quotation from Augustine challenges Christians to 
be “Alleluia from head to foot.” Chapter 13 provides 

Disaster 
Management 
Planning 
for Small Libraries 
By Laura Dallas. (2015) 
Disaster can strike at any time. This is an excellent 
guide for producing a plan to be ready when “IT” 
happens. Succinct and to the point. $10/$12 + S&H

CSLA GUIDE

Cataloging and Classification 
for the 21st Century 
Scott M. Dutkiewicz and Susan E. Snyder (2016). 
All the steps from physical processing to encourag-
ing catalog use to creating bibliographic records 
and determining classification. $12/$14 + S&H.

CSLA GUIDE

All cover images are used by permission  
of the publishers for this edition of Congregational 

Libraries Today only. 

http://www.worthypublishing.com
http://www.worthypublishing.com
http://www.tyndaleusa.com
http://www.tyndaleusa.com
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a reality check, where permission is given to be sad. 
When not feeling good, happiness can be used as 
a weapon in fighting grief, and the restoration of 
happiness is due in part to making others happy. 

The text flows well and makes for easy and pleasant 
reading. Highly recommended for church libraries, 
book clubs or classes.—Carolyn Egolf

BIOGRAPHY
Hidden in God: Discovering 
the Desert Vision of Charles 
de Foucauld. 

Bonnie Thurston. Ave Maria Press, 2016 141 
p. paperback. ISBN 9781594716591. www.
avemariapress.com [B] or 271/.79 Foucauld, 
Charles de, 1858-1916. Catholic Church —
Clergy —Algeria —Biography.

This is an excellent 
introduction to the hermit 
priest Charles de Foucauld, 

1858-1916, by an ordained Protestant minister and New 
Testament scholar. After a dissolute youth and after 
observing and being impressed by Muslims in North 
Africa, Foucauld had a dramatic conversion and moved 
towards an eremitic life. After being ordained, he lived 
in Algeria. He ministered to the Tuareg people, and 
was murdered/martyred in 1916 and was beatified in 
2005. His special emphasis was on the hidden life of 
Jesus as a carpenter in Nazareth, and from him stem 
the religious orders of the Little Brothers and the 
Little Sisters of Jesus. The book speaks of Foucauld’s 
teaching on spiritual life in Nazareth, the desert and 
the public life. The last chapter deals with “The Cross 
and the Christ.” Recommended.—Larry Creider

SCIENCE
Particles of Faith: a Catholic 
Guide to Navigating Science 
 Stacy A. Trasancos. Ave Maria Press, 2016. 
178p. $16, paperback. ISBN: 9781594716577. 
www.avemariapress.com 261.5/5 Religion 
and science. Catholic Church—Doctrines. 

The author has written 
an approach to science and 
scientific thinking for Catholics, 
outlining in the process her 
journey of faith in the Church. 
She carefully and cautiously 

covers the physical and biological sciences, dealing 
with evolution, the Big Bang theory, why quantum 

mechanics cannot “explain” free will (“there is no 
mathematical accounting for free will in the isolated 
systems of chemistry and physics,” p. 57), when life 
begins, etc. At the same time, she covers how science 
“works” and describes her view of its limited scope. 
Not a final explanation, but a very thought-provoking 
book, not just for believers but for fundamentalists of 
both the religious and the scientific persuasions. Highly 
recommended.—Larry Creider

ESSAYS
The Pocket-Size God: Essays 
from Notre Dame Magazine
Robert F. Griffin, edited by J. Robert Baker 
and Dennis Wm. Moran. University of Notre 
Dame Press, 2016. 294p. $25, paperback. 
ISBN: 9780268029906. undpress.nd.edu 
282/.73 Christian life—Catholic authors. 
Spiritual life—Catholic Church. Spirituality—
Catholic Church.

This collection from the former 
chaplain of the University of 
Notre Dame consists of articles 
from the Notre Dame Magazine 

published between 1972 and 1994. Griffin was a good 
writer and dealt honestly with the issues affecting the 
Church during those years from the fallout from Vatican 
II, the Vietnam War, the abandonment of the clerical life, 
the sexual revolution, not least the gay movement in the 
Church, the AIDS crisis and much more. Often at odds 
with the clerical establishment, he welcomed everybody, 
spent his vacations helping with inner city ministry, 
asked a lot of questions and remained a faithful Catholic 
Christian. Clearly, the man had a positive impact. Good 
solid reading, especially useful for those congregations 
connected to colleges and universities and for those who 
lived through those decades.—Larry Creider

Beyond the Book: 
Enhancing Your 
Congregational 
Library with 
Audio-Visual 
Resources

by Rusty Tryon. Assists congregational librarians in making 
audio-visual resources an integral part of their library 
collections. $10/$12 + S&H 

CSLA GUIDE

http://www.avemariapress.com
http://www.avemariapress.com
https://www.avemariapress.com/
http://undpress.nd.edu/
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CHILDREN
The Christmas Star
Maite Roche. Ignatius Press, 2016. 12p. 
hardcover, $7. ISBN: 978941709207. www.
ignatius.com [E] Christmas —Juvenile 
literature. Board books.

This board book was originally 
published in 2012 in France 
and then translated by Janet 
Chevrier in 2016 in the U.S.A. 
It is about the story of the 
Magi following the star, first 
to Jerusalem and then on to 

Bethlehem where they find Jesus and Mary. The story 
is told with easy-to-understand sentences. Each page is 
visually inviting with beautifully colored illustrations.—
Phyllis Wendorf

Why Am I Here?
Constance Orbeck-
Nilssen. Illustrated by Akin 
Duzakin. Eerdmans, 2016. 
26p. hardcover, $15. ISBN: 
9780802854773 www.
eerdmans.com [E] Emigration 
and immigration —Juvenile 
fiction. Moving, Household 
—Juvenile fiction. Home —
Juvenile fiction.

This was originally published in 2012 in Norway, then 
published in the United States in 2016.

The book starts with an illustration of a child sitting on 
a large rock surrounded by water with a small rowboat 
tied up to the rock. The child asks the question “I 
wonder why I’m here, in this exact place. What if I were 
somewhere else —somewhere completely different from 
here?”

The story goes on to explore other places they could 
be such as in a big city with millions of people, all alone 
living on the street or under a bridge like some other 
children, in a war zone where the fighting does not stop 
or with refugees going to an unfamiliar place. The story 
ends with the child knowing that “I am my own house. 
And I will be at home wherever I am.”

The excellent illustrations are in muted tones. The 
illustrator used pastels and colored pencils to create 
each page. 

The portion of the story which deals with war may 
be frightening, but with all that is going on in the world 
today and children seeing or hearing about it on TV this 
is a nice way to approach the subject and let children ask 
questions.—Phyllis Wendorf

Passover is Coming!
Tracy Newman. Illustrated 
by Viviana Garofoli. Kar-
Ben Publishing, 2015. 8p. 
$5.99, board book. ISBN: 
9781467752428. Available as 
an e-book. www.karben.com 
[E] Boardbook Board books. 
Stories in Rhyme. Passover —
Juvenile Fiction. Ages 1-6 

It is a delight to find a 
board book with simple, 
uncontrived rhymes 

that give just the right amount of information in a lively 
attractive format.

Tracy Newman’s text on each page consists of two 
brief lines that rhyme and a third line that always states, 
“Passover is coming.” The repetition invites interaction 
from a child. The rhymes help the child learn about the 
holiday rituals as well as activities for home preparations 
(readying the house for Passover always is time 
consuming). The illustrations are bright, cheery and filled 
with happy, busy children and adults.

This short book, part of the publisher’s Very First 
Board Book series that introduces children to Jewish 
holidays and customs, provides an excellent combination 
of words and pictures for the nursery school set. Even 
young children will anticipate the coming of the holiday 
when they hear: “Goodbye to our bread, We’ll eat matzah 
instead! Passover is coming.” Highly recommended.—
Evelyn Pockrass

Potatoes at Turtle Rock 
Susan Schnur; Anna Schnur-Fishman. 
Illustrated by Alex Steele-Morgan. 
Kar-Ben Publishing, 2016. 32p. $7.99, 
paperback. ISBN: 9781467793230. 
Available as an e-book. www.karben.
com [E] Hanukkah stories. Riddles - 
Juvenile fiction. Ages 4-8

The authors, a mother-
daughter team who wrote 
Tashlich at Turtle Rock, have 
joined with the illustrator of 
that book to offer one fam-

ily’s unusual, but creative, observance of Hanukkah. It is 
the sixth night of the holiday, snowing and cold. Mom, 
dad, children Lincoln and Annie, and their pet chicken 

Children’s Cataloging Note:
Congregational Libraries Today uses authorized Library 

of Congress Subject Headings but does not provide subject 
headings from the LC Children’s Catalog. 

CLT uses [E] to designate picture books for children up 
to age 8. Fictional picture books intended for children ages 
9 to 14 may be classified as [J] and/or given a graphic novel 
Dewey number. 

http://www.ignatius.com
http://www.ignatius.com
http://www.eerdmans.com
http://www.eerdmans.com
http://www.karben.com
http://www.karben.com
http://www.karben.com
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and goat venture out to the woods to celebrate. Annie 
has the itinerary planned, and the group stops at Old 
Log, Squeezy Cave, and Billy Goat Bridge before reach-
ing Turtle Rock. Anna has secret packages and questions 
to ask the family at each destination. She brings hot 
potatoes to keep warm, to use for candle holders, and 
finally to eat. During the slightly scary adventure, the 
family sings holiday songs, dances, the children make 
dreidels in the snow, and mom says a prayer.

One bit of trivia is told. On the sixth night of 
Hanukkah, we cannot see the moon shine (it is the new 
moon in our hemisphere).

There is a brief note about Hanukkah after the story 
and the illustrations complement the text by adding just 
enough color to make the dark evening come alive.

Recommended to elicit discussion on individual family 
observances of traditional holidays.—Evelyn Pockrass

The Bible is My Best Friend 
Bible Storybook
Sheila Walsh. Illustrated by Sarah 
Horne. B&H Publishing, 2017. 303p. $17, 
hardcover. ISBN: 9781433688034. www.
bhpublishinggroup.com 220.9505 Bible 
stories, English.

Sheila Walsh has done it again! 
This book takes each chapter 
from the Bible starting with “God 
the Great Creator.” It follows 
the Bible closely with easy to 

understand stories for young children.
Each chapter starts with a memory verse and a 

message from two dogs. She also has the three children, 
the twins Liam and Emma and their friend, Abby, from 
her other books to introduce each chapter. Children will 
enjoy looking at the attractive pictures. 

This is a very enjoyable book and is recommended for 
any church library.—Phyllis Wendorf

Faith, Hope, Love Devotional 
(100 Devotions for kids and 
parents to share)

Amy Parker. Illustrations by Breezy 
Brookshire. B&H Publishing, 2016. 224p. 
$15, hardcover. ISBN: 9781433690303. www.
bhpublishinggroup.com 242.5 Devotional 
literature. Faith —Juvenile literature. Love 
—Juvenile literature. Hope —Juvenile 
literature.

The book is broken down 
into three sections- Faith, Hope 

and Love. At the beginning of each devotion there is a 
Bible verse and then the devotion. At the end of each 
devotion three questions are broken down into three 
main ideas: Tell Me About It; Think About It; Do It. The 
questions to ask a child at the end of each devotion 
can lead the parent and child into a discussion about 
what was just read. Actions, such as “fill a bowl with 
water and try placing different items like a paper clip, 
a penny, a leaf on top of the water to see if they float,” 
will be instructional and inspire working together. 
Children will love the animal-inspired illustrations. 
Recommended.—Phyllis Wendorf

The CSLA Virtual Chapter!
Don’t have a chapter near you? Need somone to talk to? Have a great idea for congregational libraries? Need a problem solved? 

Just want to vent? Need to brainstorm? No boundaries! Meet anytime! Interested in learning more?  
CONTACT MARCIA TRAUERNICHT AT MARCIATMAIL@GMAIL.COM

Classic Religious 
Books for Children
An Annotated Bibliography  
by Carol Campbell & Evelyn Pockrass. 
(2015). Completely redone from the 
previous edition. Carefully researched 
with helpful annotations and notes. Here are the very best 
children’s religious books from several faith traditions. 
$14/$12 + S&H

CSLA BIBLIOGRAPHY

http://www.bhpublishinggroup.com/
http://www.bhpublishinggroup.com/
http://www.bhpublishinggroup.com
http://www.bhpublishinggroup.com
mailto:marciatmail@gmail.com
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ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT

Administrator’s report: It’s not too late to register for the 2017 conference.

Not too late to register for 2017 
conference July 16-18 

Our 50th Anniversary conference is 
almost here. How exciting it is that we 
have been around for 50 years serving 
librarians of all faiths.

Have you filled out the conference 
registration form yet? We want 
and need you to be there to help 
us celebrate a once in a lifetime 
achievement! 

The conference committee has been 
very busy planning some exciting 
surprises for everyone. We also 
have six $200 Fellowships available 
to help with expenses incurred 
by attending the conference.  The 
Fellowships are given out on a first 
come basis – the only restriction 

is that an 
individual is 
allowed to take 
advantage of a 
Fellowship only 
once every five 
years.

It is not too late to send in your 
2017 membership dues. I would also 
like to let you know that if you have 
problems logging into the members-
only section of the CSLA website, feel 
free to call me and we can work on it 
together, 1-800-542-2752

See you at the Conference July 16-
18, 2017, at the DoubleTree Hotel in 
Rochester New York.

Fiftieth Annual 
CSLA Conference & 

Celebration
Rochester, New York 
July 14-18 

Conference accommodations at 

DoubleTree, 1111 Jefferson Rd, 

Rochester, NY 14623

doubletree3.hilton.com 

585-475-1510

Ask for the Church and 

Synagogue special rate of $109/

night (single occupancy), plus tax 

(guaranteed until 6/21). 

There is a restaurant on site, 

and others are close by. A free 

shuttle to and from the Rochester 

International Airport is provided 

by the hotel. Please call ahead to 

1-844-595-2311 for a reservation 

and mention Church & Synagogue 

Library Association. 

Schedule, tours and other 

information at cslainfo.org.

Renew 
membership for 
2017

Don’t forget to renew your 
Church and Synagogue Library 
Association membership for 2017. 
Among the membership perks are:

☑ Pricing discounts for CSLA 
Guides and Bibliographies

☑ A large registration discount 
for summer conferences

☑ Access to Congregational 
Libraries Today, including 
searchable back issues.

☑ The satisfaction of supporting 
a nonprofit organization 
specifically designed to meet your 
congregational library needs

If you have already renewed, 
THANK YOU.

If you have not, go online today 
and renew at www.cslainfo.org.

http://cslainfo.org
mailto:csla%40worldaccessnet.com?subject=
tel:%28800%29%20542-2752
http://doubletree3.hilton.com
https://cslainfo.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/2017RegFormRev.pdf
https://cslainfo.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/2017RegFormRev.pdf
http://www.cslainfo.org
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Automate Every Library Task 
     Circulation, cataloging, searching, inventory and more!

Prevent Errors with DoubleCheck™
     Anyone can input data, but you have the final approval.

Circulate All Types of Media 
     Books, records, videos, etc. may be filed, searched, and printed.

The Pre-eminent 
Church Library Management Software 

in the Industry!

“Concourse! What a way to go! It’s great software for the 21st 
century. We thought MLS was perfect for the church media 
library. Concourse has raised MLS perfection to Perfection plus!, 
i.e., more fun, more color, more excitement and more 
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Eva Nell Hunter
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Central Baptist Church
Decatur, AL
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