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AMENDING THE FEDERAL CONSTITUTION- PROCEDURES
OF THE GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION AND

OF THE STATE LEGISLATURES

I. Introduction

The purpose of this memorandum is to trace the procedures

generally followed in the proposal, ratification, and certification of

amendments to the Constitution of the United States, when ratification

is specified to be by state legislatures.

Any discussion of the procedures involved in the amending

process requires reference to Article V of the Constitution:

The Congress, whenever two-thirds of both
Houses shall deem it necessary, shall propose
Amendments to this Constitution, or, on the Appli-
cation of the Legislatures of two-thirds of the
several States, shall call a Convention for pro-
posing Amendments, which in either Case, shall be
valid to all Intents and Purposes, as part of this
Constitution, when ratified by the Legislatures of
three-fourths of the several States, or by Conven-
tions in three-fourths thereof, as one or the other
Mode of Ratification may be proposed by the Congress:
Provided that no Amendment which may be made prior
to the Year One thousand eight hundred and eight
shall in any Manner affect the first and fourth
Clauses in the Ninth Section of the first Article;
and that no State, without its Consent, shall be
deprived of its equal Suffrage in the Senate.

In general, it may be said that any procedural requirements

for passage and ratification of an amendment in addition to those

specified in Article V are formalities, and are not strictly binding.

It would therefore seem unlikely that ratification of an amendment could

be attacked because of omission of any of these traditional procedural

steps. Further, any procedural requirements which tend to restrict or

impede the amending process are probably void. Nevertheless, procedures and
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forms have evolved and are still evolving, through custom and usage,

which lend themselves to expeditious ratification 
and certification

of amendments, and which are therefore useful as suggestions which

the states might follow.

The procedures, in brief, to be later amplified, are as

follows:

After an amendment is adopted and enrolled by both Houses,

Congress sends the original of the proposed amendment to the Admini-

strator of General Services for publication in the United States

Statutes at Large.

The Administrator of General Services, by letter of

transmittal, sends a certified copy of the proposed amendment 
to the

Governor of each state. The letter requests the Governor to have 
the

proposal introduced in the state legislature and to 
have the legislature

certify the action taken by it to the Administrator.

The proposal is then introduced in the state legislature,

usually in the form of ajoint resolution, 
where it goes through the

usual legislative process and is eventually either ratified or rejected.

If the proposed amendment is ratified, a signed copy of

the state resolution effecting ratification, 
along with the date of

adoption by each house of the state legislature, is prepared and

certified by the appropriate state certifying official, usually the

Secretary of State, and sent to the Administrator of General Services.

The actual transmittal is often made through the Governor, although his

approval is not required.
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All documents in the ratification process are retained in

the U.S. Archives. When ratification documents have been received from

three-fourths of the states (38 states), a certificate is prepared by

the Administrator of General Services in accordance with Title 1, U.S.C.

106b certifying the ratification of the amendment. The certification

is published in the Federal Register and the Statutes at Large.

For further amplification, the process may be broken down

into four stages: proposal by Congress, transmittal to the states by

GSA, action in the state legislatures, and certification by GSA.

II. Proposal of the amendment by Congress

By the terms of the Constitution, Art. V., the proposed

amendment must be passed by two-thirds vote of both Houses of Congress.

This has been held to mean two-thirds of a quorum present, as opposed

to two-thirds of the members elected. [National Prohibition Cases,

253 U.S. 350 (1920)]. The proposal is in the form of a joint resolution,

containing the language "Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives

of the United States of America in Congress assembled..." [1 U.S.C. 103

(1947)].

Whenever one house passes the proposal, the Clerk of the

House or the Secretary of the Senate, .as the case may be, sends

printed copies of the resolution, called the."engrossed" resolution,

to the other house. The other house then deals with the engrossed

resolution, in the form received. If the resolution passes the other

house, the Clerk, or Secretary, signs it and returns it to the house

of origin. When the resolution passes both houses, the printed copy,

called the "enrolled" resolution, is signed by the presiding officer of
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both houses. [1 U.S.C. 106 (1947)].

Since the proposed amendment does not require the 
endorsement

of the President of the United States [Hol1ingsworth v. Virginia, 3 U.S.

378 (1798)], the enrolled resolution is not presented to the President

for his signature [5 Hinds Precedents of the House of Representatives

7040], but is sent immediately to the Administrator of General Services.

III. Transmittal to the states by the

Administrator of General Services

Upon receipt of the original enrolled joint resolution, 
the

Office of the Federal Register, a department of General Services Admin-

istration, publishes the proposal as a "slip copy" and in the Statutes

at Large. The office prepares 60 certified, copies of the original--

one for each state and a few extras.

The Administrator of General Services derives his authority

to enter the proceedings at this point inferentially 
from Title 1, U.S.C.

106b, which states that "Whenever official notice 
is received at the

General Services Administration that any 
amendment proposed to the Con-

stitution of the United States has been adopted, according to the pro-

visions of the Constitution, the Administrator of General Services shall

forthwith cause the amendment to be published, 
with his certificate,

specifying the States by which the same may have been adopted, and that

the same has become valid, to all intents and purposes, as a part of the

Constitution of the United States." This function was. transferred to GSA

from the Department of State under Reorganization Plan 20 of 1950. Many

of the customs and usages followed today were begun 
by the State Department.
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Identical original transmittal letters are prepared for

each state, and signed by the Administrator of General Services. The

letter, a certified copy of the original enrolled joint resolution, a

supply of slip copies of the resolution, and a copy of 1 U.S.C. 106b

are sent by registered mail to the Governor of each state. The letter

requests that the Governor submit the joint resolution to the legis-

lature of the state, for such action as it may take, and that a

certified copy of such action be sent to the Administrator of General

Services, as required by the statute. [A copy of the letter transmitting

the 18-year-old vote amendment, and a "slip copy" of the resolution are

reproduced in the appendix to this memorandum; See A.]

IV. Action in the State Legislature

Once the Governor of each state receives the registered

letter from the Administrator of General Services containing the

certified copy of the enrolled amendment proposal and other materials,

he presumably transmits the materials to the state legislature for

whatever action the latter may take. This procedure is a formality,

evolved through custom, and omission will not affect valid ratification

of the amendment. The Constitution does not require the Governor to

transmit the amendment to the state legislature; nor does it require

the legislature to await transmittal by the Governor. [State of Ohio

ex rel. Erckenbrecher v. Cox,(D.C. Ohio) 257 F.334 (1919)]. As is

frequently the case, state legislatures will race to be first to ratify

an amendment immediately after final passage of the proposal by Congress.

4 s
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Obviously, this action precludes awaiting transmittal of the proposal

by the Governor. Conversely, the Governor may not impede the ratification

of an amendment by refusal to transmit the proposal to the legislature.

The Supreme Court of the United States has held in disfavor

any attempts by the States to alter or impede the amending 
process

by legislation or by provision in the State constitution. "The

function of a state legislature in ratifying a proposed amendment to

the Federal Constitution, like the function of Congress in proposing

the amendment, is a federal function derived from the Federal Constitution;

and it transcends any limitations sought to be imposed by the people of

a State." [Leser v. Garnett, 258 U.S. 130, 137 (1922).] For example,

the Court has rejected a requirement by a state that the legislature

submit proposed amendments to referendum prior to ratification. [Hawke

v. Smith, 253 U.S. 221 (1920)]. After the decision in Coleman v. Miller,

[307 U.S. 433(1939)], in which the Court decided that questions relating

to the ratification of amendments were "political questions," not

subject to judicial review, and that determinations thereon were to be

made by Congress, the Congress might now also reject a state requirement

of ratification by more than a simple majority in the legislature, or a

requirement that ratification be by a legislature in which the majority

has been elected subsequent to the introduction of the proposed amend-

ment. Provisions of the latter type might be considered void at this

time because of common practice. For example, the Constitutions of the

States of Florida and Tennessee contain such prohibition on acts by the

state legislature [Fla. Const., Art. 10, 1; Tenn. Costt, Art. 2, 32];

I
--------- - -- - - - -J
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however, legislatures in these states have acted immediately upon

introduction of proposed amendments in the past, and the validity

of such acts has gone unchallenged. Conversely, Congress could not

compel a state legislature to act on the proposed amendment.

There is some question as to whether a state legislature,

once having rejected an amendment, may later ratify. The prevailing view

seems to be that a rejection is not final, whereas ratification probably

is final. [Orfield, Amending the Federal Constitution, The University of

Michigan Press, Ann Arbor (1942) p. 73.]

Ratification by the state legislature is most often by means

of a joint resolution. The requirements as to what must be set forth in

the ratification resolution are not enumerated either in Art. V of the

Constitution or in statutory law, but may be determined from custom and

practice. Arguably, two requirements seem to be legally indispensable

in a valid ratification resolution. The first is that the resolution

contain in full the exact language of every section of the proposed

amendment, as it appears in the enrolled joint resolution proposing the

amendment. This requirement is derived from the seeming impropriety of

.attaching conditions or reservations to the ratification. As a matter

of historical fact, some states attempted to impose conditions upon the

original ratification of the Constitution, but such leaders as Hamilton

and Madison objected that this would be equivalent to rejection; as a

result, each state accepted the Constitution with no reservations, "the

obligation to adopt the Bill of Rights being wholly moral." [Orfield,
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supra., p. 68.] In any event, GSA has rejected ratification 
resolu-

tions containing the language of the proposed 
amendment in incorrect

or changed form, or omitting certain sections. 
Precedent for such action

seems to have originated when the ratification resolutions 
of the states

of Kansas and Missouri, for the 15th Amendment, were considered void

because the second section of the proposed amendment 
was inadvertently

left out. Both states subsequently reratified the amendment. 
[The

Office of the General Counsel of GSA has 
indicated a preference that

the ratification resolution contain 
the entirety-of the enrolled

joint resolution, including the headings and the resolving 
clause,

but probably only the language of the 
proposed amendment is legally

indispensable.]

The second requirement, a derivative of the first, is that the

ratification resolution contain a clear, 
unequivocal ratification clause.

The Office of the General Counsel 
of GSA will not look behind the

ratification resolution as submitted by the state to determine the

intent of the state legislature in passing the resolution. Not only

resolutions incorrectly or incompletely setting 
out the proposed

amendment, but also those not clearly expressing intent to ratify

the amendment are likely to suffer rejection by GSA. On the other

hand, GSA would not reject a ratification 
resolution, valid on its

face, solely on the grounds that the State legislature "jumped 
the

gun" by a few hours, by passing the resolution before final passage 
of

I
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the proposal by Congress, provided the language of the proposed amend-

ment correctly appears in the ratification resolution and the ratifi-

cation occurred on the same day as the adoption by Congress of the

amendment. The state of Minnesota reportedly acted prematurely in

ratifying the 18-year-old amendment shortly before final passage of

the proposal in the United States House of Representatives. However,

the date on the Minnesota resolution was the same as that on the

enrolled joint resolution passed by Congress; the Office of the General

Counsel of GSA would not look behind the state resolution to determine

the hour of passage; therefore, the ratification was not rejected on

the grounds of prematureness.

A third requirement, not indispensable, but suggested by the

General Counsel of GSA, is that the resolution contain a clause directing

that a certified copy of the ratification resolution be delivered to the

Administrator of General Services. [Examples of ratification resolutions

as passed by the states and accepted by GSA are contained in the

appendix; See B.]

Besides these few requirements, the language of the

ratifying resolution is strictly up to the disposition of the state

legislature, which frequently embellishes ratification resolutions

with additional clauses.

Ultimately, Congress has final power to impose requirements

for ratification resolutions and to determine the sufficiency of a

state's ratification, since the decision in Coleman v. Miller [supra]

,.. ,.....
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has removed such questions from the jurisdiction of the courts, on the

ground that they are political questions.

Once the state legislature passes the ratification resolution,

endorsement by the Governor is not required, [Hollingsworth v. Virginia,

supra.]; however, the Governor traditionally has a hand in the procedure

- of transmitting a certified copy of the resolution to the Administrator

of General Services.

V. Certification of Ratification
by the Administrator of General Services

When three-fourths of the states (presently, 38 states)

validly ratify a .constitutional amendment it goes into effect on

the day on which the last of the requisite number of states passes

its ratification resolution. [Dillon v. Gloss, 256 U.S. 328 (1921)].

However, custom and practice have maintained certain procedures whereby

the Administrator of General Services certifies the amendment as

having been ratified, and preserves the various relevant documents

for posterity in the National Archives.

The certified copies of the state ratification resolutions,

after receipt by the Administrator, are maintained by the Office of

the Federal Register for record and information purposes. The

certificate to be signed by the Administrator is prepared in advance,

to be ready for his signature by the time the ratification resolution

is received from the final state.

CRS-10
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The signing ceremony may be attended by several persons who

worked for ratification, and time is reserved to arrange a time and

place for the ceremony. Since the 24th and 25th Amendments were

signed in a White House ceremony, several weeks were needed for

clearance and other details.

No law or custom requires the signature of the President of

the United States on the certificate signed by the Administrator;

conversely, there is no reason for the President not to sign, if he

so desires. The signature of the President is thus a newly-evolving

aspect of the ceremony.

The President affixes his signature under the language "The

foregoing was signed in my presence on this day of __, 19_." This

language was chosen so as to avoid the impropriety of having the President

"attest" in the legal sense, to the signature of an inferior officer in

his administration, or indicate his "approval" of the ratified amendment

or endorse some formal, elaborate "proclamation" with respect to the

amendment. The language merely indicates that the President was a

spectator to the formalities of the Administrator of General Services,

and recorded his presence by his signature on the certificate. [The

certificate as signed after ratification of the 25th Amendment appears

in the appendix; See C.]

-~ - -- ---~-.-~- ~ .-----~-~ - .~ ----I..'
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After signature by the Administrator, the original

certificate is sent to the Office of the Federal Register for

publication in the Federal Register and in the Statutes at Large.

Stuart Glass
Legislative Attorney
American Law Division
June 21, 1971

Ext. 6006
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Transmitt lletter from

GSA to Governor

APPENDIX A

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION

WASHINGTON. D C. 7040'r - :7
* f~tw St -1 K

Honorable

Governor of

Dear Governor

Enclosed is a certified copy of a resolution of Congress (S. J.

Res. 7) entitled "Joint Resolution proposing an amendment to

the Constitution of the United States extending the right to vote

to citizens eighteen years of sge or older, " passed during the

first session of the Ninety-second Congress of the United States.

It is requested that you submit this joint resolution to the Legis-

lature of your State for such action as it may take, and that a

certified copy of such action be sent to the Administrator of

General Services, as required by section 106b, Title 1, United

States Code, a copy of which is enclosed.

Please acknowledge receipt of this joint resolution.

Sincerely,

Enclosures - 3

TIMM,
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APPENDIX A Slip Copy of enrolled resolution

S. J. Res. 7

.Rintt~s-tond Congress of the nited States ofmmtrita
AT THE FIRST SESSION

Begun and held as the City of Washington on Thursday, the owenty.irst day of Januy,
one thousand nine hundred and seventy-one

o3int Rtsolution

Proposing an amendment to the Constitution of the United States extending the
right to vote to citizens eighteen years of age or older.

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United

States of America in Congress assembled (two-thirds of each House

concurring therein), That the following article is proposed as an

amendment to the Constitution of the United States, which shall be

valid to all intents and purposes as part of the Constitution when

ratified by the legislatures of three-fourths of the several States within

seven years from the date of its submission by the Congress:

"ARTICLE -

"SECTION 1. The right of citizens of the United States, who are

eighteen years of age or older, to vote shall not be denied or abridged
by the United States or by any State on account of age.

"SEc. 2. The Congress shall have power to enforce this article by
appropriate legislation."

CARL ALBERT

Speaker of the House of Representatives.

ALLEN J. ELLENDER.

President of the Senate-pro Tempore

I certify that this Joint Resolution originated in the Senate.

FRANCIS R. VALEO

Secretary.

[Received by the Office of the Federal Register, National

Archives and Records Service, General Services Administration,

March 23, 1971]

(over)

r
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LEGISLATIVE HISTORY:

HOUSE REPORT No. 92-37 aooompanying H. J. Rae. 223 (Comm. on the
Judioiary).

SENATE REPORT No. 92-26 (Comm. on the Judiojary).
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD, Vol. 117 (1971):

Mar. 9, 10, considered and passed Senate.Mar* 23, aonaidered and passed House.

_.., T--. - - ~ - -~--*'
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APPENDIX B Ohio's ratification resolution
of the 24th Amendment

(House Joint Resolution No. 2)

JOINT RESOLUTION
Providing for ratification of the proposed

amendment to the Constitution of the

United States, relative to the qualifica-
tions of electors.

WHEREAS, Both houses of the eighty-seventh congress of the
United States of America, at the second session of such congress,
by a eoistitutional majority of two-thirds of the members of each
house thereof, made a proposition to amend the Constitution of
the United States in the following words, to-wit:

"Joint Resolution
Proposing an amendment to the Constitution

of the United States relating to the quali-
fications of electors.

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the follow-
ing article is hereby proposed as an amendment to the Constitu-
tion of the United States, which shall be valid to all intents and
purposes as part of the Constitution only if ratified by the legis-
latures of three-fourths of the several states within seven years
from the date of its submission by the Congress:

"ARTICLE -

"SECTION 1. The right of citizens of the United States to
vote in any primary or other election for President or Vice Presi-
dent, for electors for President or Vice President, or for Senator
or Representative in Congress, shall not be denied or abridged by
the United States or any State by reasons of failure to pay any

poll tax or other tax.

"SECTION 2. The Congress shall have power to enforce this
article by appropriate legislation." ;" therefore be it

Resolved, By the General Assembly of the State of Ohio,
that the said proposed amendment to the Constitution of the
United States be, and the same is hereby ratified; and be it further

Resolved, That the Secretary of State of the State of Ohio
be, and he hereby is directed, to deliver to the Governor of this
state a certified copy of this resolution, and such certified copy
shall be forwarded at once by the Governor to the Administrator
of General Services, United States Government, Washington, D.C.,
to the President of the Senate of the United States, to the Speaker
of the House of Representatives of the United States, and to the
Secretary of State of the United States.

ROGER CLOUD,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

JOHN W. BROWN,
President of the Senate.

f
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APPENDIX B

Adopted February 27, 1963.

Filed in the office of the Secretary of State at Columbus, Ohio,
on the 12th day of March, A.D. 1963.

TED W. BROWN,
Secretary of State.

File No. 3.

Texas's ratification
resolution of the 25th

Amendment

RESOLUTIONS

UNITED STATES CONSTITUTION-PRESIDENTIAL
SUCCESSION

S. C. R. No. 39

ratifying the proposed amendment to the Constitution of the United

States relating to succession to the Presidency and Vice Presidency and

to cases where the President is unable to discharge the powers and

duties of his office.

WHEREAS, The 89th Congress of the United States of America, at

the first session begun and held at Washington, D. C., Monday, January

4, 1965, by a constitutional two-thirds vote in both Houses adopted a

joint resolution proposing an amendment to the Constitution of the

United States, to-wit:
"Joint Resolution

"Proposing an amendment to the Constitution of the United States

relating to succession to the Presidency and Vice Presidency and to

cases where the President is unable to discharge the powers and duties

of his office.
"RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTA-

TIVES OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA IN CONGRESS AS-

SEMBLED (TWO-THIRDS OF EACH HOUSE CONCURRING THERE-

IN), That the following article is proposed as an amendment to the Con-

stitution of the United States, which shall be valid to all intents and

purposes as part of the Constitution when ratified by the Legislatures of

three-fourths of the several States within seven years from the date

of its submission by the Congress:

"ARTICLE

"Section 1. In case of the removal of the President from office or

of his death or resignation, the Vice President shall become President.

"Section 2. Whenever there is a vacancy in the office of the Vice

President, the President shall nominate a Vice President who shall take

office upon confirmation by a majority vote of both Houses of Congress.
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APPENDIX B

"Section 3. Whenever the President transmits to the President Pro
Tempore of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives
his written declaration that he is unable to discharge the powers and
duties of his office, and until he transmits to them a written declaration
to the contrary, such powers and duties shall be discharged by the
Vice President as Acting President.

"Section 4. Whenever the Vice President and a majority of either
the principal officers of the executive departments or of such other

.body as Congress may by law provide, transmit to the President Pro
Tempore of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives their written declaration that the President is unable to discharge
the powers and duties of his office, the Vice President shall immediately
assume the powers and duties of the office as Acting President.

"Thereafter, when the President transmits to the President Pro Tem-
pore of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives
his written declaration that no inability exists, he shall resume the
powers and duties of his office unless the Vice President and a majority
of either the principal officers of the executive department or of such
other body as the Congress may by law provide, transmit within four
days to the President Pro Tempore of the Senate and the Speaker of
the House of Representatives their written declaration that the President
is unable to discharge the powers and duties of his office. Thereupon
Congress shall decide the issue, assembling within forty-eight hours for
that purpose if not in session. If the Congress, within twenty-one days
after receipt of the latter written declaration, or, if Congress is not in
session, within twenty-one days after Congress is required to assemble,
determines by two-thirds vote of both Houses that the President is
unable to discharge the powers and duties of his office, the Vice Presi-
dent shall continue to discharge the same as Acting President; other-
wise, the President shall resume the powers and duties of his office.";
now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS,
THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE CONCURRING:

Section 1. That the Legislature of the State of Texas hereby ratifies
and adopts this proposed amendment to the Constitution of the United
States.

Sec. 2. That the Secretary of State of Texas notify the President
of the United States, the President Pro Tempore of the Senate of the
United States, the Speaker of the House of Representatives of theUnited States, the Adminiitrlator of G;eneratl Services of the UnitedStates, and each senator and representative from Texas in the Congress
of the United States of this action of the Legislature by forwarding to
each of them a certified copy of this Concurrent Resolution.

Adopted by the Senate on March 14, 1967; adopted by the House on
April 25, 1967.

Approved April 29, 1967.
Filed with the Secretary of State, May 1, 1967.

i
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APPENDIX C GSA certification of the 25th Amendment

ADMINISTRATOR OF GENERAL SERVICES

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

TO ALL TO WHOM THESE PRESENTS SHALL COME,

GREETING:

KNOW YE, That the Congress of the United States, at the first

session, eighty-ninth Congress begun at the City of Washington on

Monday, the fourth day of January, in the year one thousand nine

hundred and sixty-five, passed a Joint Resolution in the words and

figures as follows: to wit--

JOINT RESOLUTION

Proposing an amendment to the Constitution of the United States

relating to succession to the Presidency and Vice Presidency

and to cases where the President is unable to discharge the

powers and duties of his office.

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United

States of America in Congress assembled (two-thirds of each House

concurring therein), That the following article is proposed as an

amendment to the Constitution of the United States, which shall be valid

to all intents and purposes as part of the Constitution when ratified by

the legislatures of three-fourths of the several States within seven

years from the date of its submission by the Congress:
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APPENDIX C

"ARTICLE--

"Section 1. In case of the removal of the President from office
or of his death or resignation, the Vice President shall become
President.

"Sec. 2. Whenever there is a vacancy in the office of the Vice

President, the President shall nominate a Vice President who shall

take office upon confirmation by a majority vote of both Houses of

Congress.

"Sec. 3. 'Whenever the President transmits to the President pro

tempore of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives

his written declaration that he is unable to discharge the powers and

duties of his office, and until he transmits to them a written declara-

tion to the contrary, such powers and duties shall be discharged by the

Vice President as Acting President.

"Sec. 4. Whenever the Vice President and a majority of either the

principal officers of the executive departments or of such other body as

Congress may by law provide, transmit to the President pro tempore

of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives their

written declaration that the President is unable to discharge the powers

and duties of his office, the Vice President shall immediately assume

the powers and duties of the office as Acting President.
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"Thereafter, when the President transmits to the President pro tem-

pore of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives his

written declaration that no inability exists, he shall resume the

powers and duties of his office unless the Vice President and a

majority of either the principal officers of the executive department or

of such other body as Congress may by law provide, transmit within

four days to the President pro tempore of the Senate and the Speaker

of the House of Representatives their written declaration that the

President is unable to discharge the powers and duties of his office.

Thereupon Congress shall decide the issue, assembling within forty-

eight hours for that purpose if not in session. If the Congress, within

twenty-one days after receipt of the latter written declaration, or, if

Congress is not in session, within twenty-one days after Congress is

required to assemble, determines by two-thirds vote of both Houses

that the President is unable to discharge the powers and duties of his

office, the Vice President shall continue to discharge the same as

Acting President; otherwise, the President shall resume the powers

and duties of his office. "
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And, further, that it appears from official documents on file in

the General Services Administration that the Amendment to the

Constitution of the United States proposed as aforesaid has been

ratified by the Legislatures of the States of Alaska, Arizona,

Arkansas, California, Colorado, Delaware, Hawaii, Idaho, Indiana,

Iowa, Kansas, Kentucky, Louisiana, Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts,

Michigan, Minnesota, Mississippi, Missouri, Montana, Nebraska,

Nevada, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New Mexico, New York,

Oklahoma, Oregon, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, Tennessee, Utah,

Vermont, Virginia, Washington, West Virginia, Wisconsin, and

Wyoming.

And, further, that the States whose Legislatures have so ratified

the said proposed Amendment constitute the requisite three-fourths

of the whole number of States in the United States.

NOW, Therefore, be it known that I, Lawson B. Knott, Jr. ,

Administrator of General Services, by virtue and in pursuance of

Section 106b, Title 1 of the United States Code, do hereby certify

that the Amendment aforesaid has become valid, to all intents and

purposes, as a part of the Constitution of the United States.

MR, -
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IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF,

I have hereunto set my hand

and caused the seal of the

General Services Administration

to be affixed.

DONE at the City of Washington

this ;wJAi ay, o ff

in the year of our Lord one

thousand nine hundred and sixty-

seven.

LAWSON B. KNOTT, JR.

The foregoing was signed in my presence on this

________________day of . 1967.
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