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Having a student named a Barry M.  
Goldwater Scholar is a great achievement for  
any university. Of course, UNT is not just any 
university. This year, we are one of only five in  
the nation and the only university in Texas to  
have four Goldwater Scholars – the maximum 
number possible. Cornell and MIT joined 
UNT in achieving this national best.

Goldwater scholarships are among our 
country’s most prestigious awards granted to 
students planning careers in mathematics, 
science and engineering. Previous winners 
have earned notable post-graduate fellowships 
including Rhodes Scholarships and Marshall 
Awards and today are leaders in research,  
law, business and government. 

Prepared with hands-on research and instilled 
with a passion for discovery, UNT’s scholars 
make a difference in their communities and 
the world.

Discover more about UNT’s new generation of 
student researchers at www.unt.edu/research.

Pure Gold  
Meet UNT’s 2009 goldwater scholars – best in the nation

Jonathan Dau, Wen Chyan, Jeremy Lai and Irene Cai

www unt edu/research
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4  Your New North Texan
Learn how The North Texan is bringing you 
more about UNT and its alumni.

16  Harry Joe
A son of Chinese immigrants finds his 
calling in immigration law.  
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32  Creative Success
UNT alumni power the creative design for 
Nike, Fossil and Metallica.
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Online E X C L U S I V E S

ONLINE FEATURES

HEAR  
ALTERNATIvE 
DENTON
Watch the action 
from bands  
performing in 

nine venues across four days when NX35 
arrived in Denton this spring. Check out 
our video clips and photo slideshow.

BOOSTINg 
CAREERS
Find a new career 
path and explore 
opportunities 
with UNT’s  

Career Center. Learn about the center’s 
services, including job fairs, workshops, 
networking and advising.

MORE ONLINE FEATURES

• Sculpting Obama

• Reality tV tRaineR

•  emeRgency OpeRatiOnS  
CENTER LAB

• citizenShip tipS

See the Freeze
IN MEMORY OF DEAD WEEK, ON THE LAST FRIDAY bEFORE 
FINALS THIS SpRING, STUDENTS GATHERED IN THE LIbRARY 
MALL AND FROZE IN pLACE AS THE MCCONNELL CLOCK 
TOWER CHIMED NOON. WATCH IT FOR YOURSELF.

northtexan.unt.edu/online

Visit The North Texan online to:
•  Keep up with what’s happening between 

North Texan issues
• Tell us what you think about our stories
•  Learn more about your fellow alumni
• Write memorials about friends we’ll miss 
•  Enjoy an array of additional stories, 

photos, videos and recordings

Don’t f0rget to follow us at  
twitter.com/northtexan.

When you see this arrow, join our North Texan community online 
at northtexan.unt.edu.

Jonathan Reynolds
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119 years of progress  
UNT REDEFINES BOUNDARIES

The North Texan

The North Texan (SSN 0468-6659) is published four times a 
year (in March, June, September and December) by the University 
of North Texas, 1155 Union Circle #311070, Denton, Texas 76203-
5017, for distribution to alumni and friends of the university. 
Periodicals postage paid at Denton, Texas, and at additional 
mailing offices. The diverse views on matters of public interest 
that are presented in The North Texan do not necessarily reflect 
the official policies of the university. Publications staff can be 
reached at northtexan@unt.edu or 940-565-2108.

It is the policy of the University of North Texas not to 
discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, sex, age, 
national origin, disability (where reasonable accommodations 
can be made), disabled veteran status or veteran of the Vietnam 
era status in its educational programs, activities, admission or 
employment policies. In addition to complying with federal and 
state equal opportunity laws and regulations, the university 
through its diversity policy declares harassment based on 
individual differences (including sexual orientation) inconsistent 
with its mission and educational goals. Direct questions or 
concerns to the equal opportunity office, 940-565-2737, or the 
dean of students, 940-565-2648. TTY access is available at  
940-369-8652. 

Postmaster: Please send requests for changes of address, 
accompanied if possible by old address labels, to the University 
of North Texas, University Relations, Communications and 
Marketing, 1155 Union Circle #311070, Denton, Texas 76203-5017.

“University of North Texas,” “UNT” and “Discover the power 
of ideas” and their associated identity marks are official 
trademarks of the University of North Texas; their use by others  
is legally restricted.  
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President Gretchen M. Bataille joins more 
than 3,500 new alumni at graduation.

The world is a radically different 
place than it was in 1890, when UNT 
first began training teachers to educate 
the children of Texas. Throughout our 
119-year history, our university has 
embraced progress by constantly 
redefining boundaries. 

When UNT launched its environmental 
philosophy program as an expansion of 
our commitment to explore water and the 
environment through many different 
lenses, we didn’t know we were building the 
world’s most recognized program of its 
kind. We only were interested in seeking 
understanding and helping to find solutions 
for water quality issues. 

As we develop our newest professional 
science master’s degrees, we will provide industry with individuals who can approach 
business with a keen understanding of science and technology. And as we continue our 
commitment to invest $25 million in collaborative research clusters, we will create a 
tomorrow that is better than today.

As I handed diplomas to the more than 3,500 students who earned their degrees 
this spring, I was filled with hope for the future. Each of these graduates is a well-
educated, prepared UNT Eagle who will succeed in business, education, science,  
engineering, the arts or any field because the hallmark of a UNT education is 
independent, innovative critical thinking.

UNT teaches students to rely on their intellectual grounding as a basis for growth and 
a way of finding solutions to modern-day challenges. Our alumni enrich and improve local 
communities, expand industry and effect change throughout the world, and they are the 
greatest testament to our success. Thank you for being part of our legacy.

As you read this newly defined North Texan (learn more on pages 4-5), you will find 
stories that show you exactly how UNT is making a difference in our society. I hope 
you are as proud as I am of our great university.

With green pride,

Gretchen M. Bataille
President
president@unt.edu

A
ngilee W

ilkerson



4  T h e  N o r t h  T e x a n  |  northtexan.unt.edu  |  S u m m e r  2 0 0 9

Summer trips can be costly, but Daniel L. Spears 
(right), assistant professor of hospitality manage-
ment, offers practical tips for enjoying a memorable 

summer vacation while spending less money.
“Tourism numbers are down across the board,” he says. 

“However, people are going to be traveling more regionally.”
Using his professional experience in the industry and  

his personal experience traveling across the Asia-Pacific and 
living in 11 states, Spears recommends the following ways  
to vacation for less:

Travel
•  Try a package deal. Purchasing your rental car, hotel and 

airline ticket as a package typically saves money.
•  If flying, purchase tickets online. Booking online is often 

cheaper than other means.
•  Research flights leaving on Saturday and midweek for 

cheaper fares. 
•  If driving, use a free gas cost estimator online to determine  

fuel prices across the country.

Internet resources
•  Check out often overlooked convention and travel bureau 

web sites for specials.   

•  Sign up for e-mail alerts for last-minute deals on 
airline, hotel and rental car web sites.

•  Once at your destination, use local papers, hotel and 
tour operators for discount information on attrac-
tions and restaurants.

Lodging
•  Hotel rates in major 

destinations are currently 
reasonable because of 
decreased demand.

•  Check destination hotel web 
sites for deals such as “stay two nights, get the 
third night free.”

•  Camping can be ideal, especially for groups 
and families. But state and national parks  
are typically crowded in a tight economy —  
be aware and plan ahead. 

•  Hostels are a viable option, especially for 
individuals, though you must be flexible  
and be willing to share a room and facilities  
with strangers.

— Megan Beck

................................................................................Ask an Expert

Emergency operations  

training center 

UNT unveiled its Emer-
gency Operations Center Lab 
(left) this spring to provide 
hands-on training for emer-
gency administration and 
planning students. The lab, 
which is housed in the 
Department of Public Admin-
istration, allows students to 
practice communications and 
decision making skills for 
coordinating multiple agencies 
involved in disaster response. 

Grainger International 
provided funds for state-of- 
the-art equipment, including 
portable computers, flat-screen 
TVs and LED signs, while 
NC4 assisted in equipping the 
lab with a notification service 
and software application.

Learn about the lab and the 
emergency administration and 
planning program at 
northtexan.unt.edu.

How do you create vacation memories without breaking the bank?

 Today
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yO u R  n eW North Texan

Inside and out ...

Since The North Texan was first printed as a newspaper 
in 1949, the publication has kept the UNT family united 
and up to date on what matters. As our community grew, 
The North Texan expanded to a magazine format in 1997 
to better serve you. And now, inside this newly defined 
magazine, the tradition continues — you’ll find more 
reasons than ever before to be a proud UNT alumnus.

Because you told us you wanted to stay 
in touch with faculty and keep learning, 
you’ll hear from them and read about their 
work throughout the magazine.

For example, in this issue’s  “Ask an 
Expert” (UNT Today, page 14), a faculty 
member shares tips for vacationing in a down 
economy. Faculty aren’t the only UNT 
experts. You may be the best in your field 
and can share information with other alums 
on a variety of topics, so tell us about it (see 
contact information, page 7).

Of course, alumni will continue to play 
a starring role in this magazine, and we have 

many ways to share your success stories. 
From profiles of incredible individuals to 
articles that show how alumni are fulfilling 
their dreams and changing their communities, 
you’ll find the UNT legacy coming to life 
within the magazine each quarter. 

We hope you’ll enjoy these changes  
to The North Texan as we show you our 
university’s growth.

We think you’ll find that, more than 
ever, UNT is a university of which you 
can be proud. We’re glad you’re a part of 
our family.

U N T  T o d ay

In UNT Today, you’ll find out about what’s new and exciting at 

UNT. In addition to “Ask an Expert,” you’ll find useful items 

that feature our campus community, including the Mean Green 

and the UNT Alumni Association. Inside “Brilliantly Green,” 

you’ll discover exactly why it’s cool to be a part of UNT. And in  

“Global Connection,” you’ll learn about the latest UNT news abroad.
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DENTON’S ORIGINAL mUSIC SCENE TOOk CENTER 

stage in march for the NX35 music Conferette, which came to town after 

previous years as a showcase for Denton bands at Austin’s SXSW. The 

line-up included American Splendor writer and jazz critic Harvey Pekar, 

who spoke about experimental jazz to a well-versed audience, and bands 

with UNT ties (like the A.m. Ramblers, above). NX35 is the brainchild  

of Baptist Generals frontman and former UNT student Chris Flemmons.

“It went great for a first-time event,” he says, “but this is just where we 

started — no telling where we’ll end up.”

Planning for next year begins in July.

NX35 arrives 
iN DeNtoN

Bands and fans, panelists and promoters converged  

on texas’ other music town, where UNt helped  

sponsor four days of 130 acts in nine venues.

 

Don’t miss the NX35 video and photos online at northtexan.unt.edu  

(Tel Aviv’s monotonix put on quite a show). 
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During the presiDential campaign, while many 

americans studied Barack Obama’s position on the issues, Sonya Loyd 
Vasquez was preoccupied with his face. Vasquez, who studied sculpture 

and communication design at unt from 1995 to 1998, sculpts the figures 

installed at louis tussaud’s palace of wax in grand prairie. 

in april, the museum unveiled its Obama figure, which she began 

creating shortly after the november election. Obama joins another of her 

works, former president george w. Bush, in the museum’s hall of 

presidents. But wax sculpting isn’t just for politicians. Vasquez’s favorite 

creation to date is Johnny cash.

 C O N N E C T I N G  W I T H  Friends

1961 

Donna Beth Shaw, Houston ::
researched and designed an exhibit, 

“mirabeau B. lamar — Father of 

texas education,” on display at the 

sam houston regional library and 

research center in liberty from 

march 21 to June 21. a longtime 

genealogist and member of the 

texas state historical association, 

she wrote a book about lamar last 

year and gave a talk about his life 

at the exhibit opening. 

1966 

Julie Moberg Rivers and 
James Rivers (’68), Topeka, 

Kan. :: met as piano students of 

the late Stefan Bardas, 
professor emeritus of music. they 

commemorated their 40th year of 

collaboration with the cD James 

and Julie Rivers, Duo-Pianists 

(earthstar recordings). the 

collection of recordings from their 

live performances includes music by 

poulenc, rachmaninoff and Bartok.

 

award” by the north texas athletic 

trainers’ society in December. the 

head athletic trainer at highland 

park high school, he was instru - 

mental in the formation of the 

society in 2000 and served as its 

first president. he has been a high 

school athletic trainer for 43 years.

 
1971

Lillian Faulkner Baggett, 
Dacula, Ga. :: retired as an 

english professor and lyceum 

director at union university in 

1998. her novel Out of Eden: A 

Saga of the South (Florida academic 

press), about a southern woman 

navigating the loss of her fiancée 

and faith, was published by Florida 

academic press last fall. lillian is 

married to fellow author James 
Alex Baggett (’72 ph.D.).

1972

 Barbara Nicholson, 
Nashville, Tenn. :: is the 

co-founder of attachment parenting 

international, a worldwide network 

of parenting support groups. she 

co-wrote Attached at the Heart: 8 

Proven Parenting Principles for Raising 

Connected and Compassionate 

Children, released this spring. she 

and her husband, Gary Nichol-
son, a grammy-winning record 

producer and songwriter, met in 

their freshman botany lab at north 

texas in 1968.

 

1969 

Linda Barron Sullivan (’71 

M.Ed.), Clearwater, Fla. :: was 

named the 2008 middle school 

counselor of the year for the state 

of Florida by the Florida school 

counselor association. the native 

of waco is completing 40 years as 

an educator in texas and Florida.

Jo Williams, Denton :: 
executive director of the Visual 

arts society of texas, created an 

ornament selected for display on the 

white house christmas tree in 

December and highlighted on 

Good Morning, America in an 

interview with laura Bush. 

representing the 26th congres-

sional District, the 9-inch glass 

ornament featured a texas flag, 

bluebonnets and an armadillo. Jo 

studied with the late watercolorist 

and art professor Rob Erdle and 

curated his memorial exhibit, 

“water/color.”

1970

Doug Gibbins (M.S.),  

Mesquite :: was awarded the first 

“Doug gibbins above and Beyond 
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 Nest

Sculpting for 
the palace

Sonya loyd Vasquez is texas’ only full-time  

wax sculptor and one of only a few in the world.

watch a video to see how wax comes to life and learn more about 

Vasquez’s sculptures at northtexan.unt.edu.
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Keep up with the latest developments in the UNT 
family and tell your peers what you’ve been  
up to since leaving the nest. Send your news to  
The North Texan (see contact information on  
page 7). Members of the UNT Alumni Association 
are designated with a .

Read more, share comments and connect with friends 

at northtexan.unt.edu.

Job promotion? Won an award? Just married?  
Have a photo to share with the UNT family?  
Send your images to northtexan@unt.edu.
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New web site
Don’t forget our online version. Because UNT is a vibrant, 

ever-growing university, we’ve designed The North Texan online to 
give you news as it happens. At northtexan.unt.edu, you’ll also have  
a chance to comment on stories, search for news about your former 
classmates and faculty members, and pay tribute to the friends 
we’ll miss. You’ll also be able to submit your news, photos and 
letters to the editor.

Look for our new arrow icon. It will tell you when there is more 
to enjoy online. Once there, you’ll find exclusive and additional 
content such as videos, photo slideshows and extra stories. Links 
to the UNT Alumni Association also are handy so you can easily 
keep up with all of its activities.

And don’t forget to start following The North Texan on Twitter 
at twitter.com/northtexan.

E a g l E s ’  N E s T

In our Eagles’ Nest section, you 

can keep up with your peers and 

their news since leaving the nest. 

Be sure you’re a part of it. Tell us 

what you’ve been up to and send 

us your snapshots and memories. 

U N T  M U s E

To bring UNT’s unique cultural vibe to each of you, we’ve  

created UNT Muse. Within these pages, you’ll read about all the 

ways UNT community members are contributing to our nation’s  

arts world. From Grammys to television shows recognizing the 

work of our community, we’ll make sure you are tuned in to 

how UNT shapes American culture. In our new calendar listings, 

you will find ways to experience life on campus again through  

concerts, exhibitions, lectures, performances and other events.
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President’s Report

I enjoyed reading the 
President’s Report 2008 (special 
spring issue). It is exciting to 
find out all the wonderful 
things happening on campus. 

Steve Pilar (’94)
Dallas

I just received The North 

Texan, and I thought this issue 
was a great use of space. I am 
proud to have been a student 
at UNT. Keep up the good 
work. I spent the last five years 
editing The Trident, a magazine 
for members of Delta Delta 
Delta sorority. I am aware of 
all of the thought and work 

that is poured into a quality 
publication. Kudos!

 
Phyllis Durbin Grissom 
(’96 M.Ed.)
Fort Worth

Just dropping a line to say 
“great job” to The North Texan 
staff and UNT. I thoroughly 
enjoyed reading how UNT 
continues to be a leading 
university in the nation.

Art Vasquez (’98)
Art director, American 
Paint Horse Association
Sanger

I received and absorbed  
the recent special edition of 
The North Texan. 

As I turned through the 
pages, it came to me that  
there was a glaring difference 
between our publication and 
those of A&M, UT or Tech. 
Not one of the people in the 
photos was wearing anything 
green, much less any North 
Texas merchandise. 

If, in the future, it could be 

arranged, some North Texas 
pride would be nice to see in 
the photos. 

As an advertising art major, 
I know the power of image.

Jim Hobdy (’69)
Garland

Editor’s note: Thanks for the 

suggestion. We will definitely look 

for more ways to show alumni, 

students and faculty sporting green. 

If you know someone who is looking 

for gear, you can find a good assort- 

ment of UNT apparel, including 

organic shirts, at www.unt.
almamaterproshop.com. You 

also can shop for UNT clothing 

and merchandise online at the 

UNT Bookstore’s web site at  

www.unt.bkstr.com. 

Warming up
A letter in the winter 2008 

issue denies that forcing students 
to accept the hypothesis of 
human involvement in global 
warming is a restriction of 
academic freedom.

It cites the vast number of 
scientific journal articles con- 

cerned with global warming, 
and notes that not a single one of 
them denies human cause.  
I do not know the source for 
these numbers, but if they are 
accurate, then they would  
seem to indicate a systemic bias. 
Nevertheless, some members of 
the scientific community do 
question the validity of the 
human involvement hypothesis. 

The letter also compares  
the student who questions the 
human involvement hypothesis 
with the geography student 
who believes in a flat Earth and a 
geocentric universe. There are 
several reasons for rejecting such 
a comparison — not the least  
its oversimplification of history. 

Science progresses through 
reasoned conflict. If one side  
of an argument seeks to silence 
dissent, then the community 
ceases to move toward the 
truth. We should be especially 
wary of forcing a hasty 
consensus regarding the global 
warming issue.

Michael L. Ortiz (’02)
Austin

Comparing skeptics of 
global warming with flat Earth 
proponents demonstrates a  
retreat from rational thought 
and free inquiry. When I 
attended North Texas, I was 
hearing about the coming ice 
age and global food crisis. 

There’s a difference between 
considering the ecological  
impact of pollution and projects 

Let us know what you think about news 
and topics covered in The North Texan.  
Letters may be edited for length and 
publication style.

Read more letters and share your comments at  

northtexan.unt.edu.

 

D E A R  North Texan
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like building dams and  
extrapolating that global 
warming must therefore be 
manmade. Contrary to popular 
opinion, the extent to which 
our climate change is man-caused 
is not certain. The significance 
of changes in solar activity is 
one factor that rarely gets due 
attention in the media.

There are sound scientific 
papers on the subject that do not 
appear in the popular “peer-
reviewed scientific journals” 
because of bias. The problem is 
that there are too many agendas 
at stake to put all causes in 
perspective. 

Duane L. Burgess (’77)
Edmond, Okla.

‘The’ place
Thank you for remembering 

the Snake Pit (winter 2008)!  
It was loud and overcrowded, 
but it was “the” place to be on 
campus when I was a student at 

North Texas. You didn’t even 
have to like basketball to go 
there since it was the social 
center of campus.  

It was “the” place to cruise 
for girls, and it is where I met 
my wife, Donna Williams (’72). 
She worked for a downtown 
vendor on the square. 

Before and during the games 
and dances at the Pit, Donna 
sold 20-cent glass bottles of 
Coca-Cola and 10-cent bags of 
Mean Green Popcorn (colored 
with food dye that stained your 
fingers, lips, clothes and even 
the bleachers for days). 

It also was “the” place where 
we pacifists gathered to protest 
the war and Nixon. 

Thanks again for the 
memories! 

Dan “Danny” Smith 
(attended 1970-1972)
Long Beach, Calif.

 

 
Dedication

I appreciated your article on 
Condoa Parrent (winter 2008), 
vice president of student 
services at North Central Texas 
College, where I have the good 
fortune to serve as board of 
regents chair. My spouse, Pat 
Ledbetter (’71 M.A., ’75 Ph.D.), 
who teaches at NCTC, knew 
her as a student and now works 
with her. 

We both know how 
effi ciently and compassionately 
she serves our students. As 
your feature points out, Dr. 
Parrent, a high school dropout, 
would never have attempted 
college without her NCTC 
experience or achieved her 
doctorate without UNT gradu-
ates and professors who pushed 
her to achieve her full potential. 

Dr. Parrent’s outstanding  
career stands as a tribute to 
both institutions and to the fine 
men and women who are 

dedicated to helping students 
build better lives.

Bill Ledbetter
(’69 M.S., ’72 Ph.D.)
Gainesville

The Abbey house
I graduated from North Texas in 1950 with a B.A. in business 

administration. This photo was taken in front of the Abbey 
house, a rooming house across from the science building on the 
northeast corner of campus at that time. 

I do not remember the names of everyone in the photo, but in 
the back row, the two on the left are Robert Hamilton and Jim 
Daniel, and I am second from the right with P.A. Scoggins on  
the end.

I retired from Gulf States Toyota in 1993 after 25 years.  
I’m 82, play golf and serve at church and our neighborhood 
homeowners association.

William B. McGaughy (’50)
San Antonio

If you would like to comment 

on a story, share your North Texas 

memories or photos, submit news 

or obituaries, or otherwise get in 

touch with us, we would love to 

hear from you. 

E-mail: northtexan@unt.edu

Online: northtexan.unt.edu 

(follow the “Contact Us” link)

Phone: 940-565-2108

Fax: 940-369-8763

Mail: The North Texan; 

University of North Texas; 

Division of University Relations, 

Communications and Marketing; 

1155 Union Circle #311070;  

Denton, Texas 76203-5017



IN THE SPIRIT OF PROMOTING ENVIRONMENTAL 

responsibility and stewardship, UNT’s Earth Day celebrations 

extended to a full week in April as part of the university’s “We Mean 

Green” campaign. Events included speakers discussing climate change 

and energy development, student artistic performances interpreting 

the natural world, a moonlight tree planting (above) and waste 

audits from a Dumpster dive. Sponsored by UNT’s University 

Program Council, the North Texas Energy and Environment Club 

and the new Office of Sustainability, Earth Week generated 

excitement about reducing, reusing and recycling.

CELEBRATING 
EARTh WEEk

 
From Dumpster diving and tree plantings to free  

concerts and clean-up projects, the UNT community 
celebrated all things green this Earth Week.

 i n  t h i s  s e c t i o n  
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ThE hoNoRS 
kEEp CoMING
From savvy communicators to emerging scientists,  
UNT’s students focused their talents this year to earn  
top awards in some of the nation’s most competitive 
academic arenas.

National honors poured in this spring as UNT students earned 
prestigious scholarships and titles. In addition to being one of only 
five universities in the country with four Barry M. Goldwater Scholars 
this year, UNT is the proud home of the nation’s top debate 
speaker and logistics team. Another student earned a Fulbright 
fellowship and three became Rotary Ambassadorial Scholars.

“Every year, UNT students earn a significant number of 
national academic honors that recognize the commitment our 
university has to producing thoughtful, well-prepared scholars,” 
says James Duban, director of UNT’s Office of Nationally 
Competitive Scholarships.

goldwater excellence

The four students who earned Goldwater scholarships, which 
are among the country’s most prestigious for individuals planning 
careers in mathematics, science and engineering, are Irene Cai,  
Wen Chyan, Jonathan Dau and Jeremy Lai. In the past 13 years,  
43 UNT students have been named Goldwater Scholars.

The four 2009 scholars were second-year students in UNT’s 
Texas Academy of Mathematics and Science. Cai worked with 
Douglas Root, professor of biology, using computational models  
to examine muscle protein.

Chyan — who also earned $100,000 as the 2008 Siemens 
Competition in Math, Science and Technology winner — worked 
with Richard Timmons, chemistry professor at the University of 

Texas at Arlington, engineering new antimicrobial coatings for 
medical devices. Chyan is the son of UNT chemistry professor 
Oliver Chyan.

Dau worked with Jannon Fuchs, professor of biology, using 
mathematical models to develop methods for classifying and 
characterizing neural stem cells. Lai worked with Angela Wilson, 
associate professor of chemistry, helping to create a new computa-
tional method to study large-sized molecules such as carbon 
nanotubes and next-generation fuels.

National titles

Before UNT’s Kuntal Cholera won bragging rights as the top 
debate speaker at the 2009 National Debate Tournament, it had 
been 22 years since a student from a Texas 
university earned that honor. A senior 
economics major, Cholera outranked 155 
of the best collegiate debaters at the 
tournament.

And this spring marked the second 
consecutive year that a UNT team won the 
National Logistics Challenge, the fifth 
national title for UNT in the logistics 
program’s 10-year history. Team members 
are logistics and supply chain management seniors Tracy Booker, 
Kyle Hightower, Poh-Lynn Ng and Chris Walls. UNT’s team was 
sponsored by the Texas Logistics Education Foundation Center 
for Logistics Education and Research.

scholars abroad

Gus Mercante, graduate student in the College of Music, has been 
awarded a prestigious Fulbright fellowship to study in Germany.  

Three other students join more than 30 UNT students or recent 
graduates who have become Rotary Ambassadorial Scholars since 
1998. The awards allow students to study at foreign universities for a 
full academic year.

Music composition graduate Christopher Alan Hoyt (’08) will 
study at the Royal College of Music in London. Biological sciences 
major Christopher D. Vera plans to study at the University of 
Auckland in New Zealand. Honors College and radio/television/
film graduate Lauren Williamson (’07) will attend the University 
of London.

UNT’s 2009 logistics team includes, from left, Ila Manuj (coach), Chris Walls, 
Tracy Booker, Kyle Hightower and Poh-Lynn Ng.

Learn more about UNT’s academic prowess at 
northtexan.unt.edu.

Kuntal Cholera
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B R I L L I A N T LY 
G R E E N

pass it on: Great things are happening at UNT. Learn about them here and share 
our successes with your family and friends. 
•	 	Many entered. Few won. A television ad describing the educational experience at UNT received a 

bronze Telly Award (second place) — the oscar of local and regional commercials. There were more 
than 13,000 entries. Watch the ad at northtexan.unt.edu.

•	 	Who’s on your friends list? Communications researchers at UNT are using new methods to study 
how we manage electronic relationships. UNT has one of only three university-based computer- 
mediated communication labs in the United States. 

•	 	The web lives on. Web sites from the George W. Bush White house, including project sites from 
former first lady Laura Bush, will live in the UNT Cybercemetery (govinfo.library.unt.edu), which has 
been housing archived government web sites since 1997.

•	 	Great balls of fire! UNT astronomy researchers — Ron DiIulio and preston Starr (below) — were 
the first to collect chunks of a meteor that blazed across the Texas sky this winter. They are studying  
the pecan-sized pieces.

 Today

National cutting-edge  

science initiative

UNT will offer its freshman 
biology students an advanced 
research experience this fall as the 
only university in Texas to join 
the Howard Hughes Medical 
Institute’s Science Education 
Alliance. The new program is 
designed to involve college 
freshmen in complex scientific 
research usually reserved for 
upper-level and graduate 

students. Participating students 
will help isolate bacterial viruses 
called phage and analyze their 
genome as part of a new 
research laboratory offering. 
After the DNA is sequenced  
by an outside lab, students 
taking the second-semester 
course will use bioinformatics 
tools to analyze their phage’s 
genome — a portion or all  
of which may be previously 
unknown to science.

Former Mexican president

Former Mexican President 
Vicente Fox (above) discussed 
his business-centered approach 
to the development of his 
nation, the future of the North 
American Free Trade Agreement 

and opportunities available for 
international corporations in 
Mexico as part of UNT’s 
Distinguished Lecture Series in 
April. During his tenure as 
president from 2000 to 2006, 
Fox succeeded in controlling 
Mexico’s inflation and interest 
rates and in achieving the lowest 
unemployment rate in Latin 
America. He left office with an 
approval rating of almost 70 
percent.

Jonathan Reynolds
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Clinton global  

Initiative honors 

UNT was honored and  
two students received $1,000  
Outstanding Commitment 
grants at the Clinton Global 
Initiative University Meeting this 
spring for efforts to create posi- 
tive social change by addressing 
poverty, education and the 
environment. 

UNT was commended for 
its commitment to action through 
the International Indigenous 
Institute on Culture and En- 
vironment. The institute is 
designed to improve under- 
standing of indigenous values 
about the environment by 
policymakers and university 
communities. 

UNT also co-sponsors, with 
the U.S. Department of State, 

an annual indigenous student 
videoconference.  

Senior Brian Weinberg 
accepted the award for Recycle 
to Eradicate Poverty, a program 
designed to provide loans to the 
poor by recycling used cell 
phones. 

Senior Lindsey Bengfort 
received the award for the Kroo 
Bay Initiative, a nonprofit 
organization dedicated to 
ensuring high-quality, primary-
level education in the informal 
housing settlement in Sierra 
Leone. 
 

$1 million endowment for 

education students

Students in the College of 
Education’s superintendent 
certification program will 
benefit from a $1 million 

scholarship endowment from 
Don Buchholz (’52) and his 
Dallas-based Southwest 
Securities Inc.

The Southwest Securities 
Superintendent Certification 
Scholarship will reimburse 
students half of their tuition 
once they successfully complete 
their course work. 

The gift coincides with the 
expansion of the superinten-
dent certification program to 
provide professional develop-
ment at satellite locations 
throughout the Dallas-Fort 
Worth region.

Buchholz is a member of 
the UNT System Board of 
Regents.

I T k I N  N a M E d  F I r s T  B r U s I lo w  C h a I r 

The College of Music named David Itkin, director of orchestral studies, the 

first Anshel Brusilow Chair in orchestral Studies at an April UNT Symphony 

orchestra concert. The title is made possible with a $1 million endowment 

funded through private donations to honor Brusilow, former conductor 

of the UNT Symphony orchestra and Regents professor, who retired in 

2008. proceeds primarily will fund scholarships for orchestral students.

The 2009 International 
Indigenous Student Conference on 
Culture and the Environment 
brought Native American 
students from Oklahoma to 
campus and included students 
from Russia and Malaysia.

UNT has been 
named one of  
America’s 100  

Best College  
Buys® for 13  

consecutive years.

Jonathan Reynolds
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Nearly 1,800 fans flocked to Fouts Field for this year’s annual Green and White game in April 

and got a glimpse of the future of Mean Green football.

With “Believe It!” as the theme, the public fundraising campaign for UNT’s new stadium and 

entertainment complex officially kicked off. Mean Green supporters checked out stadium concept 

drawings by HKS Architects, designers of the new Dallas Cowboys stadium in Arlington. The new 

stadium will feature upscale amenities such as 20 luxury suites, a 700-seat club level, bowl 

seating close to the field, giant video screens, a state-of-the-art sound system and plenty of space 

for tailgating and game day activities. UNT also is vying to have the first college football stadium in 

America that earns Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) silver certification. 

The Mean Green’s new home, expected to open in time for the 2011 football season, also will be a draw for other athletic, 

musical and community events. 

President Gretchen M. Bataille and Athletic Director Rick Villarreal praised UNT’s students for setting the stage for the initiative 

by approving a dedicated athletics fee last fall that will help fund construction of the stadium. Texas law does not allow the use  

of state funds to build college athletic facilities. Student Government Association President Jeff Kline joined Bataille and Villarreal 

in urging fans, alumni and friends to do their part in supporting UNT athletics. Villarreal says that the April event yielded some 

significant commitments by donors, including the sponsorship of luxury suites.

The new stadium will be the centerpiece for Mean Green Village, home to UNT athletics and 10 new facilities — for softball, 

tennis, soccer, golf, volleyball and academics — since 2002.

 

 To learn more, purchase season tickets, make a donation or join the Mean Green Club, go to meangreensports.com.

Football supporters get a first look at future stadium  

Forensic science program 

Graduates of UNT’s forensic 
science program will be in even 
more demand now that it is 
Texas’ only such undergraduate 
program accredited by the 
American Academy of Forensic 
Sciences. Accreditation provides 

students and graduates with 
opportunities for internships, 
jobs and scholarships, drawing 
the region’s top students 
interested in pursuing careers in 
forensic science. The certificate 
program, which began in 2005, 
is open to undergraduate 
students majoring in biology, 
chemistry or biochemistry who 
also take forensic courses 
including criminal investigation, 
biomedical criminalistics and 
forensic microscopy. 

Fulbright faculty honors

Two UNT professors 
selected as Fulbright Senior 
Specialists will share their 
expertise and strengthen UNT’s 
global connections this fall. 
James Kennedy, professor of 
biology, will teach a course on 
sub-Antarctic ecology at the 
University of Magallanes in 
Punta Arenas, Chile, and work 
on developing a long-term dual 
degree program in biocultural 
conservation between the two 

universities. James Meernik, 
professor of political science 
and interim associate dean for 
administrative affairs in the 
College of Arts and Sciences, 
will teach a graduate-level 
course on post-conflict peace 
building at the Autonomous 
University of the State of 
Mexico in Toluca and help 
establish a partnership with the 
university that focuses on 
immigration research. 

 Today
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M.B.a. courses in India

In August, as many as 120 
business students in India will 
enroll in UNT M.B.A. classes 
offered through a new partner-
ship between the Areez 
Khambatta Benevolent Trust 
and the university.

“The quality of our M.B.A. 
program will be enhanced 
because of this partnership,” 
says Finley Graves, College of 
Business dean. “It will provide 
our students with a more 
culturally diverse environment 
in which they can discuss 
business practices and explore 
challenges as classmates before 
they do so as corporate 
executives.”

The two-year program will 
be offered in a cohort model. 
Courses will be administered in 
a prescribed sequence over five 
terms at the Khambatta Center 
for Excellence in Ahmedabad. 

For their sixth and final 
semester, students will come to 
Denton for classes. They will be 
awarded a UNT M.B.A. upon 
completion of the final 
semester.

An emerging industry hub, 
India is one of the fastest-grow-
ing nations in the world. Already, 
Indian students are among the 
largest international student 
populations on campus. 

Graves says this new 
partnership grows UNT’s 

commitment to meet the needs 
of the global work force. 

Made possible by the Areez 
Khambatta Benevolent Trust, 
the partnership capitalizes on 
the Khambatta family’s 
dedication to helping others 
and the university’s mission to 
make a difference. 

g l o B a l 

C o N N E C T I o N
>>

soCCEr TEaM raNks aMoNg NaTIoN’s BEsT

The Mean Green women’s soccer team has its 

head in the game. The team’s academic achieve-

ment earned it a spot among the nation’s top  

10 percent of NCAA Division I women’s soccer 

programs this year. The squad compiled a com-

bined grade point average of 3.3, with six players 

earning a perfect 4.0. The team finished second 

in 2008 Sun Belt Conference play with an 8-1-2  

record. This is the second national NCAA academic 

recognition for the team in the last three years.

Rick Yeatts
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Summer trips can be costly, but Daniel L. Spears 
(right), assistant professor of hospitality manage-
ment, offers practical tips for enjoying a memorable 

summer vacation while spending less money.
“Tourism numbers are down across the board,” he says. 

“However, people are going to be traveling more regionally.”
Using his professional experience in the industry and  

his personal experience traveling across the Asia-Pacific and 
living in 11 states, Spears recommends the following ways  
to vacation for less:

Travel
•  Try a package deal. Purchasing your rental car, hotel and 

airline ticket as a package typically saves money.
•  If flying, purchase tickets online. Booking online is often 

cheaper than other means.
•  Research flights leaving on Saturday and midweek for 

cheaper fares. 
•  If driving, use a free gas cost estimator online to determine  

fuel prices across the country.

Internet resources
•  Check out often overlooked convention and travel bureau 

web sites for specials.   

•  Sign up for e-mail alerts for last-minute deals on 
airline, hotel and rental car web sites.

•  Once at your destination, use local papers, hotel and 
tour operators for discount information on attrac-
tions and restaurants.

Lodging
•  Hotel rates in major 

destinations are currently 
reasonable because of 
decreased demand.

•  Check destination hotel web 
sites for deals such as “stay two nights, get the 
third night free.”

•  Camping can be ideal, especially for groups 
and families. But state and national parks  
are typically crowded in a tight economy —  
be aware and plan ahead. 

•  Hostels are a viable option, especially for 
individuals, though you must be flexible  
and be willing to share a room and facilities  
with strangers.

— Megan Beck

................................................................................Ask an Expert

Emergency operations  

training center 

UNT unveiled its Emer-
gency Operations Center Lab 
(left) this spring to provide 
hands-on training for emer-
gency administration and 
planning students. The lab, 
which is housed in the 
Department of Public Admin-
istration, allows students to 
practice communications and 
decision making skills for 
coordinating multiple agencies 
involved in disaster response. 

Grainger International 
provided funds for state-of- 
the-art equipment, including 
portable computers, flat-screen 
TVs and LED signs, while 
NC4 assisted in equipping the 
lab with a notification service 
and software application.

Learn about the lab and the 
emergency administration and 
planning program at 
northtexan.unt.edu.

How do you create vacation memories without breaking the bank?
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$1 million donation

G. Brint Ryan (’88, ’88 M.S.) 
of Dallas, a UNT accounting 
graduate who founded Ryan 
Inc. — America’s largest 
independent state and local tax 
consulting firm — donated $1 
million to the UNT Dallas 
Campus. In doing so, he became 
the first member of the UNT 
Dallas Founders Circle, a 
nine-member board dedicated 
to the development of the 
campus as it transitions from 
an extension site to an indepen-
dent university. UNT Dallas  
is scheduled to open as Dallas’ 
first public university in 2010. 
In 2006, Ryan donated $1 
million to the UNT Founda-
tion, creating a permanent 
endowment fund for the 
Department of Accounting.

 

Transfer students

UNT is a top draw for 
students transferring from 
community colleges and other 
institutions. UNT leads Texas 
and ranks sixth nationally 
among public universities for  
the number of students who 
choose to transfer in to complete 
their degrees. UNT’s National 
Institute on the Study of Trans-
fer Students launched the 
national Association for the 
Study of Transfer Students 
during its seventh conference 
this spring. The event brought 
individuals together from 
around the country to research 
and explore partnerships to 
ensure the success of transfer 
students.  

UNT Alumni Association
 You may have noticed that the UNT Alumni Association 
expanded its networking opportunities in the past year. Those 
efforts earned the organization a programming award from the 
Council for the Advancement and Support of Education.
 From helping showcase UNT to offering career-building 
opportunities, the alumni association has created new ways to 
connect the UNT family. Resources offered include networking, 
job search strategies and events just to get to know other alumni.
 “During the past year, our UNT Alumni Association has 
transformed into an energetic, robust alumni relations program 
with a vision for a remarkable future,” says executive director 
Derrick P. Morgan, who joined the association in August 2007. 
“It will only get even better as more alumni join our ranks.”
 Here are some of the new ways the association connected 
more than 10,000 alumni:
 •      UNT InCircle (www.untalumni.com) provides online tools 

to find classmates, identify alumni with similar hobbies and 
establish business contacts.

 • Linkedin.com provides professional networking opportunities. 
 •  The Facebook UNT Alumni Association Group offers 

ways to reconnect and stay in touch.
 •  Twitter allows alumni to follow the association’s latest news 

at twitter.com/UNTAlumniAssoc.

UNT Alumni 
Association staff 
members (from 
left): Lynetta 
Neilson, Derrick 
P. Morgan, Rob 
McKinney and 
Lorie Ingram.

NEw joUrNalIsM sChool

About 1,000 students are 

expected to enroll in the 

new Frank W. and Sue 

Mayborn School of Jour-

nalism, which became 

UNT’s 12th school or 

college this spring. The 

Texas higher Education 

Coordinating Board for-

mally granted the 

school’s creation upon 

recommendation from 

the UNT System Board of 

Regents. Mitchell Land 

(’82 M.A.), journalism 

department chair and  

director of the Mayborn 

Graduate School of 

Journalism, will oversee 

the school’s creation  

as interim dean while  

a national search for  

a dean is conducted.

To join the association or learn more, visit  
www.untalumni.com, e-mail alumni@unt.edu  
or call 940-565-2834.

M
ike W

oodruff
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As the son of Chinese  

immigrants, Harry Joe 

saw firsthand the power  

of a new beginning in 

America. And the ’60s 

civil rights battles left  

a deep impression, clearly 

defining Joe’s path toward 

immigration law.

One of Joe’s law professors, David Becker, 
says the first thing he noticed about Joe was 
his intelligence. 

“I could see within him not only an 
extraordinary intellect but a resourcefulness 
and resilience,” says Becker, now associate 
dean for external relations and Joseph H. 
Zumbalen Professor Emeritus of the Law 
of Property. 

Neither Becker nor Joe knew then that 
the budding attorney would become an  
immigration lawyer. Joe started out in 
litigation and didn’t turn to immigration 
issues until the late 1970s when foreign 
college students sought his help to stay in 
the U.S. 

In a career-defining case, Joe won a 
precedent-setting appeal for an Iranian 
student seeking asylum. The student would 
have been arrested for protesting against 
the Iranian government if he returned 
home. The U.S. Court of Appeals reversed 
a Board of Immigration Appeals decision 
not to reconsider his deportation when new 
information came to light. It allowed the 
student to remain in the U.S. 

Joe was later recognized for his immi-
gration work by the National Law Journal, an 
early career highlight that gave way to 
numerous other distinctions, including 
being named in The Best Lawyers in America, 
a leading directory of top lawyers.

Joe’s work builds upon the success of his 
parents. He says his father came to the U.S., 
uneducated and unable to speak English, 
and toiled as a dishwasher and a cook for 
years before owning his own restaurant. 
Now, Joe’s parents own a building that 
houses a popular Dallas bar and restaurant. 

And Joe, as an equity partner in the law 
firm Jackson Lewis LLP, helps others who 
want to pursue their own American dream. 

“Someone helped my parents, which  
enabled me to realize dreams I had,” he says. 
“I’m in a position to help make people’s 
dreams come true.” 

Harry Joe (’70) is used to being the first. 
The first in his family to graduate from 
college. The first to go to law school. The 
first Chinese American licensed to practice 
law in the Dallas-Fort Worth area. 

These milestones were forged by a 
childhood of standing out. Joe’s family was 
the only Chinese family he remembers 
living in his Oak Cliff neighborhood in the 
1950s. He was the only Chinese student in 
his high school graduating class and was 
among relatively few ethnic minority 
students in college and law school. 

“In high school, I had an interest in the 
struggle of people, and law was the result of 
following that interest,” says Joe, who came 
of age as the civil rights movement railed 
against deep-rooted segregation.

The injustice of discrimination spurred 
him to take “History of the Old South” at 
UNT with Harland Hagler, now an 
associate professor of history.

Joe says Hagler’s lectures about the 
pervasiveness of slavery were thought- 
provoking, as were the struggles faced by 
other minorities at the time. 

“I was very conscious that a lot of things 
weren’t right,” Joe says. “The thought 
occurred to me that if you’re that interested 
and you think there is an injustice, then do 
something about it.” 

He did. Joe studied law at Washington 
University in St. Louis while his wife, Liz 
Royse Joe (’70), taught at a local school. 

harry 
joe by  Ernestine Bousquet
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Q 
and 
a

Harry Joe (’70)
Dallas

what I’m reading:

The Associate by John Grisham 

last movie I saw: 

Gran Torino 

My favorite UNT memory: 

Student demonstrations in front 

of the Student Union Building 

in 1969

My favorite lawyer joke:  

A physician and a lawyer were  

enjoying cocktails at a dinner 

when another guest walked up  

to the physician to ask about  

 

his abdominal hernia. After a few 

minutes of discussion between 

the physician and complaining 

guest, the physician turned to 

the lawyer and asked him how he 

would handle “social consulta-

tions,” to which the lawyer 

promptly responded that he 

would send a bill for consultation 

to the inquiring guest. The next 

day, the physician instructed 

his staff to send a $50 bill to the 

guest for the consultation. The 

lawyer instructed his secretary to 

send the physician a bill for $100 

for his consultation. 

Visit northtexan.unt.edu
to read more of Joe’s  

answers. 

A
ngilee W

ilkerson
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Nonfiction writers from around the country will hone their literary skills at one of the most prominent national events 
sponsored by UNT – the fifth annual Mayborn Literary Nonfiction Conference. Presenters include Ira Glass, Time 
magazine’s “Best Radio Host in America” and producer of the public radio program This American Life, and Paul 
Theroux, the nation’s most recognized travel writer and author of the award-winning book The Mosquito Coast. 
The July conference provides professionals and amateurs with the opportunity to learn from an eclectic group  
of renowned nonfiction storytellers.

Make plans to attend and be inspired by nonfiction storytelling at its finest. 
July 24-26, 2009

Hilton DFW Lakes Executive Conference Center in Grapevine
$295 for the general public  •  $225 for students  •  $270 for educators

To register, visit www.unt.edu/mayborn or call 940-565-4564.

WRITE ON.

Paul Theroux 
author of the award-winning book  

The Mosquito Coast

Ira Glass
producer of the public radio program  

This American Life

www unt edu/mayborn
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DENTON’S ORIGINAL MUSIC SCENE TOOK CENTER 

stage in March for the NX35 Music Conferette, which came to town after 

previous years as a showcase for Denton bands at Austin’s SXSW. The 

line-up included American Splendor writer and jazz critic Harvey Pekar, 

who spoke about experimental jazz to a well-versed audience, and bands 

with UNT ties (like the A.M. Ramblers, above). NX35 is the brainchild  

of Baptist Generals frontman and former UNT student Chris Flemmons.

“It went great for a first-time event,” he says, “but this is just where we 

started — no telling where we’ll end up.”

Planning for next year begins in July.

NX35 ARRIVES 
IN DENToN

Bands and fans, panelists and promoters converged  

on Texas’ other music town, where UNT helped  

sponsor four days of 130 acts in nine venues.

 

Don’t miss the NX35 video and photos online at northtexan.unt.edu  

(Tel Aviv’s Monotonix put on quite a show). 
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books

Nature and race
During the 

century before 

the Civil War, 

American 

authors 

attempting to 

mobilize public 

opinion against slavery or to redefine 

racial identity increasingly wrote  

of the natural world in scientific, 

artistic and spiritual terms. Ian 

Finseth, assistant professor of 

English, examines the relationship 

of racial thought to natural science 

and natural imagery in his new 

book, Shades of Green: Visions of 

Nature in the Literature of American 

Slavery, 1770-1860  (University of 

Georgia Press). Arguing that an

understanding of race in early 

American literature must take the 

natural world into account, he 

includes examples from writers 

such as Ralph Waldo Emerson and 

Frederick Douglass.

Women and gender
Elizabeth 

Hayes Turner, 

associate  

professor of 

history, 

chronicles the 

history of 

Southern women as they weathered 

and shaped political and social 

climates in her new book, Women 

and Gender in the New South, 1865-1945 

(Harlan Davidson Inc.). In this 

volume in the publisher’s American 

History Series, she uses gender 

analysis and race and class studies 

to trace women’s history from the 

Civil War to World War II. 

 

Long-term care
Drawing from 

their research 

on empowered 

work teams in 

nursing homes, 

Dale E. Yeatts, 

professor of 

sociology, and Cynthia M. Cready, 

associate professor of sociology, 

wrote a book that describes why 

empowered teams are valuable and 

how they can be implemented in 

long-term care settings. Empowered 

Work Teams in Long-Term Care: 

Strategies for Improving Outcomes for 

Residents and Staff (Health Pro-  

fessions), co-written with Linda S. 

Noelker of the Katz Policy 

Institute at the Benjamin Rose 

Institute, includes training mat- 

erials and troubleshooting tips.  

 

Scholar award 
The Broadcast Education 

Association presented Alan B. 

Albarran, professor of radio, 

television and film and director of 

the Center for Spanish Language 

Media, with its 2009 Distin-

guished Scholar Award. The 

award recognizes contributions to 

research and scholarship involving 

broadcast and electronic media. A 

former Fulbright senior scholar, 

Albarran received the Robert G. 

Picard Book Award from the 

Media Management and 

Economics Division of the 

Association for Education in 

Journalism and Mass Communica-

tions for The Handbook of Media 

Management and Economics  

phil Vinson (’63) has been taking photographs since he was a teenager and still enjoys week-

end drives with his camera in tow. Fort Worth: A personal View (TCU press) showcases 40 years of 

his work in more than 100 photos, capturing architectural details of the city he calls home and small 

towns to the north and west. 

Vinson served as news editor of the Campus Chat at North Texas while earning his degree in 

journalism — “slash” sessions, critiques of the work by the newspaper’s staff and faculty, still figure 

in his memories. he went on to work for several Texas newspapers, opened his own photography 

business and taught photojournalism at the University of Texas at Arlington before retiring in 2005. 

Vinson says he’s learned over the years that there’s no such thing as a photographer getting too 

close to a subject — a philosophy reflected in the four decades of his photos featured in the book.

Fort Worth close up

 Muse

Above: Mexicatessen, c. 1972  
Left: Leddy Brothers, Fort Worth Stockyards, 1988 
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At Grandparents University June 25-26, grandparents and their 

grandchildren ages 7-12 can spend the night in a residence hall and 

attend classes together, earning a Grandparents University degree in 

art, music and more. The cost with housing is $295 per pair. To  

participate, visit www.unt.edu/call/call_grandparents.html, e-mail 

mary.boydston@unt.edu or call 940-369-7293.

Dance and theatre student works at 8 p.m. July 1-3 in the Studio 

Theatre include All in the Timing, directed by Chris Barr, and dances 

choreographed by Jenna Fisher, Kristin Jones and Chelsea Kubiak. 

To buy tickets, call 940-565-2428 weekday afternoons. Visit  

www.danceandtheatre.unt.edu for details.

At the UNT Art Gallery, Recovery and Reinvention July 14-Aug. 15 

features works from the graduate studio art and design programs 

(including Tom 

Leininger’s  

Patriotic Family, 

left). The opening 

reception is  

from 4:30 to  

6 p.m. July 18. In 

Presence: René 

Francisco, Florencia Levy and Teresa Rafidi Aug. 25-Sept. 26, artists 

consider the phenomenon of felt presence — the power of human 

influence. The opening reception is from 4:30 to 6 p.m. Sept. 1. A 

“house party” is scheduled for 7 p.m. Sept. 15 at the gallery, or you 

can host your own. For details, visit www.gallery.unt.edu, e-mail 

gallery@unt.edu or call 940-565-4005.

Capping a summer of concerts and faculty recitals, the UNT 

Summer Opera Workshop presents Mozart’s Così fan tutte Aug. 7, 

9, 10 and 11 in the Lyric Theater. For tickets and information, visit 

www.music.unt.edu/calendar.

in 2006. His latest book, The 

Handbook of Spanish Language 

Media, is due out this summer.

Dance and Theatre

‘Shaken and Stirred’

One student choreographer 

found inspiration in a Sigur Ros 

song that made her think of 

seahorses ( Jenna Fisher’s Euphotic 

Zone, above). Another found in-

spiration in the frustrations and 

triumphs of four years of college. 

Fourteen UNT students choreo-

graphed dances performed in the 

New Choreographers Concert, 

dubbed “Shaken and Stirred,” 

in April. Shelley Cushman, profes-

sor of dance and theatre, was the 

artistic director. Check Upcoming 

Events for more performances this 

summer.

Dancing With the Stars
A former co-captain of the 

UNT dance team made it to the 

finals of ABC’s Dancing With the 

Stars this May. Melissa Rycroft 

(’05) and her professional dance 

partner finished third based on 

viewers’ votes and judges’ scores. 

Rycroft joined the show as a last-

minute replacement for an injured 

contestant. She also is a former 

member of the Dallas Cowboys 

Cheerleaders and received na-

tional attention as a contestant on 

The Bachelor.

Lasting tribute
Sam Bass rides again and author 

Duane DeMello’s work lives on in  

The Denton Mare. 

DeMello (’72, ’84 M.S.) wrote the 

story, which won the Houston Area 

Booksellers Award, as a master’s stu- 

dent in the creative writing program 

at North Texas. He died in 2006 and 

his wife, Bev (’85 M.A.), has now 

published the manuscript. 

The novel follows Bass from his horse racing days to the shoot-out 

in Round Rock that ended his life, along the way examining the soul of 

the man, his friends and his betrayer.

“Bass had his dreams, and I had mine,” DeMello writes in the 

preface. “When you realize that we are all on a ball of mud, hurtling 

through an expanding universe faster than the speed of light squared, 

you realize that we have already ceased to exist, and that we are held 

together only by uncommon will of spirit. And that’s what keeps our 

dreams alive.”

For more information, visit www.dentonmare.com.

 
 

Upcoming 
     Events
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fans. Band members are Mike Eli 

(’04), Jon Jones (’04), Chris 

Thompson (’04) and James Young 

(’02).

The jazz corner
The One O’Clock Lab Band 

played Manhattan’s famed Birdland, 

dubbed the “jazz corner of the 

world,” in March. Dave Berger, 

conductor of Birdland regulars the 

Sultans of Swing, invited the lab 

band to split the evening after talk-

ing with Steve Wiest (’88 M.M.), 

associate professor of music. 

In April, the Grammy-nomi-

nated Wiest, a former trombonist 

and arranger for Maynard Ferguson’s 

band, was named director of the 

One O’Clock. Professor John 

Murphy (’84, ’86 M.M.), ethno-

musicologist and saxophonist on 

the UNT faculty since 2001, was 

 
Music

Fan favorites
Four alumni 

and Sigma Nu 

brothers known 

as the Eli Young 

Band are 

enjoying award show nods and 

appearances on The Tonight Show 

and Jimmy Kimmel Live! Their 

latest CD, Jet Black and Jealous 

(Universal South), debuted on 

Billboard’s country album chart at 

No. 5. The band was nominated for 

an Academy of Country Music 

award this year as the Top New 

Vocal Group or Duo, based on fan 

votes, and its “When It Rains” 

video was in the early running for 

the CMT Music Awards’ Group 

Video of the Year, also voted on by 

appointed chair of the jazz studies 

division. Both are former members 

of the One O’Clock. They replace 

Neil Slater, who held both positions 

before retiring.

Tim Brent, nine-time Down 

Beat magazine award winner, was 

named director of vocal jazz this 

spring, replacing the retiring Paris 

Rutherford. 

Student, faculty  
percussion honors 

For the 14th time, the UNT 

Indoor Drumline won the 

Percussive Arts Society’s College 

Marching Festival competition 

last fall. The group is directed by 

Paul Rennick (’94 M.M.), lecturer 

in music. The society, which is the 

world’s largest percussion organiza-

tion, also honored music professor 

Ed Soph (’68) with its Lifetime 

Achievement in Education Award.  

Composer award
As the recipient of the Detroit 

Symphony Orchestra’s Elaine 

Lebenbom Memorial Award for 

Female Composers, Regents 

Professor Cindy McTee receives a 

$10,000 cash award and will  

compose an original orchestral 

work to be performed by the 

Detroit Symphony Orchestra 

under the baton of Leonard 

Slatkin next June.

McTee was chosen from about 

50 applicants from Austria, China, 

Japan, Korea and the United States. 

The award, given annually to one 

living woman composer, was named 

for Lebenbom, a composer, poet, 

artist, teacher and lecturer who 

died in 2002.

 
Television and Film
 
National Geographic’s 
Code Breakers

A National Geographic 

documentary on codes, ciphers and 

cryptographs included an 

appearance by Ryan Garlick, 

visiting assistant professor of 

computer science and engineering. 

Garlick’s Symbolic Processing class 

attempted to crack the code of the 

Zodiac killer and attracted the 

attention of the producers of Code 

Breakers, which premiered in 

March on the National Geo-

graphic channel.

Nearly 40 years after the 

California serial killer confounded 

police and the public with what 

would be known as the 340-cipher 

(containing 340 characters), it 

remains unsolved. Garlick’s class 

attempted to crack the code last 

year by developing software 

capable of breaking substitution 

ciphers.

“We don’t know if the cipher 

will ever be solved,” Garlick says. 

“We brought a few new techniques 

to the table along with consider-

able computational resources, but 

for the time being, the solution has 

eluded us.”

Grammy honors
Duane Hargis (’07) is making his mark 

on the music industry. The alum and master’s 

student in jazz studies won a Grammy 

Award this year as trumpet player for Ruben 

Ramos and The Mexican Revolution. The 

Austin-based band’s Viva La Revolución won 

in the Best Tejano Album category.

Hargis, who performed a few solos on 

the winning album, had followed the band 

since high school and joined in 2008. On weekends, the group tours 

Texas and other states, and during the week, Hargis attends classes and 

plays lead trumpet in the Four O’Clock Lab Band.

“The UNT College of Music has an excellent program that is really 

demanding, and that creates a reputation that is unbreakable,” he says. 

“You just have to have the will and passion to keep going.” 

Other Grammy winners this year included former students Don 

Henley with The Eagles, who won Best Pop Instrumental Performance 

with “I Dreamed There Was No War,” and saxophonist Jeff Coffin from 

Béla Fleck and the Flecktones, whose Jingle All the Way won Best Pop 

Instrumental Album. Coffin is on tour with the Dave Matthews Band. 
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Since it opened in February 1999 as the 

College of Music’s premier venue, the 

Murchison performing Arts Center has been 

host to countless world-class performances 

by students, faculty and guest artists. Two 

special performances marked the month-long 

celebration of the center’s 10th anniversary 

this spring. Dallas opera music director 

Graeme Jenkins opened the festivities with 

handel’s oratorio Saul, featuring renowned UNT music faculty, the UNT Baroque orchestra, 

Collegium Singers and A Cappella Choir. The collaboration was the fourth between the UNT 

early music program and Jenkins to present handel’s works. The anniversary celebration 

concluded with the famed Dave Brubeck Quartet, conducted by alumnus Russell Gloyd 

(’71), in a sold-out performance with the UNT Symphony orchestra, UNT Grand Chorus  

and one o’Clock Lab Band. Members of the quartet taught master classes and stayed in 

town to deliver another sold-out show. DVDs of the Brubeck performances are available 

through the College of Music at 940-565-2791 or fill out and mail the online form at 

recording.music.unt.edu/video.html. (Follow the Facebook link for a sample.)

 

Check for upcoming Murchison events at www.music.unt.edu/calendar.

Murchison celebration 

 

Student films at  
AFI Dallas

Three films by students in the 

Department of Radio, Television 

and Film were shown at the AFI 

Dallas International Film Festival 

this spring. 

Smokey Binion Jr., a handy-

man in Stinnett who transforms 

into Elvis Presley by night, is the 

subject of the documentary short 

Smokey, directed by master’s 

student Scott Thurman. A Tale for 

Shmuli, directed by master’s student 

Omar Milano (’06), tells the story 

of a couple diagnosed with breast 

cancer. The film was named Best 

Student Short at the Thin Line 

Film Festival in Denton last fall. 

And the 16-minute Vinyl, a  

Super 16 millimeter film created for 

UNT’s Advanced Film Production 

class last year, follows two country 

boys traveling into a city to pick 

up the newest Michael Jackson 

record. The film’s producer, Casey 

Barteau (’08), is an assistant  

production editor for a film produc-

tion company in Flower Mound. 

  
Visual Arts

 

ArtWear 2009

From a vividly colored cocktail 

dress influenced by the paintings of 

Frida Kahlo to a fashion collection 

inspired by insects, the annual 

ArtWear runway show at UNT 

featured the imaginative creations 

of budding fashion designers. The 

event highlighted the best garments 

from about 30 seniors in the 

fashion design program (including 

Stephanie Bower’s menswear 

collection, left). 

ArtWear designers have gone 

on to work for companies such as 

Calvin Klein, Liz Claiborne, Fossil, 

Theory and Betsey Johnson. 

Among this year’s ArtWear judges 

were master’s candidate Donna 

Sapp of the Art Institute of Dallas 

and fashion alums Gretchen Bell 

(’01) of Dolly Python and Justin 

Ghirardi of Carolina Herrera.

 

Voertman’s competition
The artwork of the most 

talented students in the College 

of Visual Arts and Design was on 

display this spring in the annual 

Voertman Student Art Exhibition, 

a juried competition offering cash 

prizes. This year’s guest curator  

was John Pomara, associate 

professor in the School of Arts and 

Humanities at the University of 

Texas at Dallas. He chose the 66 

works that were exhibited, as well 

as the winners. The annual exhibition 

started 49 years ago with the 

support of Voertman’s store. Look 

for photos of some of the winning 

pieces at northtexan.unt.edu. 

NASAD president
 Robert Milnes, dean of the 

College of Visual Arts and Design, 

is the new president of the  

National Association of Schools 

of Art and Design, the accrediting 

agency for the field of art and  

design in post-secondary educa-

tion. He will serve a three-year 

term as president of NASAD. 
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Conductor Russell Gloyd (’71) and Dave Brubeck (right) 
take a bow after one of two sold-out performances this 
spring. Left: British countertenor Ryland Angel sings in 
Saul under the baton of Graeme Jenkins.
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At 12 years old, Walt Parker didn’t understand the repercus-
sions of a crashing stock market until his father lost his Fort Worth 
railroad job in 1929. Over the next seven years, odd jobs only 
afforded a candle-lit home and regular meals of beans and potatoes. 
But Parker (’40) says the grappling years instilled in him a strong 
work ethic and taught him the value of opportunity.

“I’ve always thought if I worked hard enough, I could accom-
plish any goal,” says Parker, whose father encouraged him to enroll 
at North Texas in 1936. “Everybody wanted teaching degrees 
because it was a sure job after graduation.”

North Texas was almost exclusively a teaching school at the end 
of the Depression. But in 1935, the university planted the seeds for 
growing into a major research institution by hiring its first research 

faculty member, J.K.G. Silvey. Passionate about water research, 
Silvey contracted with the city of Dallas to provide scientific 

advice about the purification of the city’s water supply. This 
mirrored the research efforts of other universities after 
World War II to help support the nation’s growing 
industrial economy. 

Universities have long been partners with industry, 
providing fertile ground for nurturing ideas. They also 
are a place of regeneration for the work force. During 

UNT alumni reinvent the future 
by capitalizing on education,  

entrepreneurial spirit

by Randena Hulstrand

Weathering 
the storm
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recessions, which have occurred every decade 
since World War II, rising unemployment 
rates have driven university enrollment 
increases. When the job market contracts, 
universities are a resource for developing new 
thinking that transforms careers and dreams.

As an industry, higher education is more 
kinetic during waning economies, and UNT is 
no exception. The fourth largest university in 
Texas, UNT is committed to generating fresh 
ideas, developing entrepreneurs and shaping 
scientists, artists and talented individuals in 
about 250 programs.

Factories of the future

Paul Hendershot (’03, ’06 M.S.), an 
economist and director of research at the 
Dallas Regional Chamber, says universities 
historically help stabilize the economy as 
people return to school and reinvent 
themselves.

“Universities are the factories of the future,” 
says Hendershot, who arrived at UNT in 
2000 after the telecom industry plummeted, 
ending his contract with Fujitsu. He says  
his work as a UNT student and as a research 
assistant at the Center for Economic 
Development and Research allowed him to 
change careers and prepared him well for his 
role studying the Dallas economy.

Parker also seized new educational 
opportunities after World War II. On the 
GI Bill, he took night classes to complete a 
master’s degree, working by day as a high 
school coach and business teacher.

“They were paying me to get more skills,” 
he says.

And skills open new doors. Ray Allahverdi 
(’78), an Iranian exchange student, launched 
his American dream by enrolling at UNT 
during the slow economy of 1974.

“Living in College Inn provided a quick 

transition into American life,” he says. “I felt I 
needed my M.B.A. to compete.”

After 17 years at ARCO Oil and Gas as a 
senior business analyst, Allahverdi chose 
early retirement in 1995 to open his own dry 
cleaning business. Cameron Allahverdi (’06), 
his son, remembers his dad’s first cleaning 
location in Valley Ranch.

“He invested everything we had into that 
store,” says Cameron, who followed in his 
father’s footsteps as an enterpriser. 

Allahverdi grew the business to four  
more locations.

“I tell my son to look at the big picture 
and that patience, determination, hard work 
and passion for your product or service is  
key to success. The core entrepreneurial 
values were instilled in me,” says Allahverdi, 
crediting UNT.  “There is some unexplain-
able feeling of freedom when you are in total 
control of your destiny.” 

Business partners Cameron Allahverdi (’06) and Nicholas McCoy (’06) expanded their  
commercial printing company, Franklin Business Services, to include niche sub-companies.  
Right: Ray Allahverdi (’78), Cameron’s dad, stands outside his Lewisville dry cleaning store.

Jonathan Reynolds

There is some  
unexplainable feeling  
of freedom when you  

are in total control  
of your destiny.”
— Ray Allahverdi (’78)

Courtesy of Ray A
llahverdi
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Broadening horizons

While downward-spiraling economies 
weaken industries and force job losses, these 
shocks can help opportunistic small 
businesses bubble up. 

“Workers often decide not to go back 
into the same uncertainty again,” Hender-
shot says. “Or they have a new idea and 
want to strike out on their own.” 

Even though interest rates were spiking 
in 1981, Terry Brewer (’65, ’70 Ph.D.) 
gathered his knowledge and collection of 
patents from working as a chemist for Texas 
Instruments and Honeywell, sold his home 
and moved into an RV to start his own 
company. One of the first U.S. scientists to 
conduct photochemical decomposition of 
metallics, he wanted to “continue to push 
the boundaries of science.” 

As a research fellow at UNT, Brewer 

delved into hands-on studies to understand 
how organic metallics react, fostering his 
curiosity of how the world works. 

“It gave me a sense of unstoppable 
boundaries and barriers,” he says.

Brewer Science Inc., now an interna-
tional company, is a technology leader in 
specialty chemicals and equipment for 
micro- and optoelectronics. About one-
third of the 300 employees are patent-mak-
ing inventors, having filed almost 150 active 
patents collectively. 

Brewer says the early ’80s proved to be a 
good time to strike out on his own. Today, 
Brewer Science Inc. is one of the largest 
companies of its kind in the Midwest and a 
three-time winner of the Tibbetts Award, 
which recognizes a company’s ability to 
launch research into actual products.

“When the economy is bad, businesses 

focus on new technology that can cause 
dramatic shifts for the industry,” he says. 
“Our business premise is to invent products 
that didn’t exist before, driving technology 
that returns value back to society.”

Modern vision

Thinking outside the box and looking to 
the future are common threads among 
entrepreneurs. They often are the first to 
recognize a need and tap into a market. 

Diane Cheatham (’73) is an innovative 
developer whose modern vision allowed her 
to create Dallas’ first sustainable residential 
community, Urban Reserve.

 “As I looked around at the trash trailers 
on job sites, I thought, ‘How can we do 
something about that?’” says Cheatham, 
who quit her job as a real estate developer 
in 1991 to develop Urban Reserve on a 

Our business premise 
is to invent products 

that didn’t exist before,  
driving technology that  

returns value back  
to society.” 

— Terry Brewer (’65, ’70 Ph.D.)

Brewer Science Inc., the company of Terry Brewer (’65, ’70 Ph.D.) headquartered in Rolla, Mo., 
provides high-technology solutions for the semiconductor and microelectronics markets. Left: In 1982, 
the 1-year-old company had three employees, including Brewer (right).
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former construction dumping ground.  “For 
the reasons other developers wouldn’t like 
the land, I loved it.” 

The sustainable neighborhood, complete 
with a rainwater irrigation system, com-
prises odd-shaped lots and modernist 
homes built from non-toxic, high-quality 
materials. Cheatham’s success is the perfect 
balance of creative vision and practical 
business models. And even as a sputtering 
housing market keeps Urban Reserve from 
full completion, Cheatham is mindful of 
the future as she looks to advance the 
building industry’s sustainable efforts. 

“This is an opportunity to research the 
next step,” she says. “UNT gave me an 
understanding not just of accounting and 
finance, but of how to apply it.”

Emerging talent

Contributing intellectual capital to 
expand the U.S. knowledge base is key to 

growing the economy. To strengthen its role 
in developing innovative thinkers, UNT 
committed to investing $25 million in 
collaborative research clusters that will  
pool knowledge across disciplines to help 
address society’s most pressing needs.

This isn’t the first time UNT has set  
its sights on meeting the demands of the 
future. In 1979, Parker joined UNT as 
assistant to the president after serving five 
terms as Denton County’s state representa-
tive. During this time, UNT invested in 
expanding its ranks of talented faculty to 
better attract the best students and to 
improve its work in support of business  
and industry.

“Texas wanted to grow, and we were 
fighting to bring industry and different 
skills here,” he says.

Doing its part to make Texas competi-
tive, UNT launched the nation’s first 
accelerated residential program that allows 

talented teens to take their first two years of 
college courses while completing high 
school. The alumni of the Texas Academy 
of Mathematics and Science, which 
accepted its first class in 1988, are leading 
researchers in businesses and universities 
around the world.

As the Texas university with the most 
Goldwater Scholars and one of five in the 
nation to earn the maximum number of 
awards in 2009, the university is spawning 
scientific leaders whose research already is 
contributing to society. 

Wen Chyan, a student in this spring’s 
TAMS graduating class, earned the nation’s 
top science scholarship for engineering a 
polymer coating that could help prevent 
common and sometimes deadly bacterial 
infections resulting from prolonged use of 
invasive medical devices. And 2003 TAMS 
graduate Adam Smith, founder of Xobni, is 
commercializing his e-mail search tool with 

As I looked around at the  
trash trailers on job sites, I 

thought, ‘How can we do some-
thing about that?’ For the  
reasons other developers 
wouldn’t like the land, I  

loved it.” 

— Diane Cheatham (’73)

Developer Diane Cheatham (’73) and her Chinese Crested, Ruby, enjoy their Urban Reserve home. 
It was one of the first gold LEED-certified homes in Dallas. Right: In 2007, Cheatham  

continued developing the Urban Reserve project she launched in 1991. 
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venture capital — the most recent round 
totaled more than $10 million from Cisco, 
BlackBerry Partners Fund and other investors. 

In addition to grooming scientists and 
entrepreneurs, UNT is priming the next 
generation of industry leaders. Ashli White, a 
merchandising major who will graduate in 
August, participated in the 2008 Asia-Pacific 
Economic Cooperation Voices Leadership 
Summit in Lima, Peru. Together with student 
ambassadors from 20 economies, she exchanged 
ideas with business and political leaders from 
around the globe. 

“I now understand how countries have to 
interact together, logistically and technologi-
cally, if they are going to succeed in this world 
economy,” White says. “We need to help each 
other to help ourselves.”

Building partnerships

UNT’s efforts to breed strong university-
industry connections encourage partnerships 
that will allow university discoveries to propel 
industry forward. UNT plans to capitalize on 
the Dallas-Fort Worth infrastructure and its 
own intellectual resources in the development 
of the nearly 290-acre Discovery Park, home to 
laboratories and centers that include the 
federally funded Center for Advanced 
Research and Technology and the Institute  
for Science and Engineering Simulation.

In addition to Discovery Park’s recent 
partnership with Tech Fort Worth, a nonprofit 
business incubator helping commercialize 
innovative technologies, UNT is submitting 
entries to World’s Best Tech. There, venture 
capitalists from around the country can 
examine such work as UNT chemist Moham-
mad Omary’s patented research on organic 
light-emitting diodes.

Other universities have been propelled 
forward by a combination of faculty innova-
tion, industry collaboration and location. In 
the 60-plus years since World War II, several 
high-technology centers have emerged in the 
United States. 

Financial survival guide:  
What to do if you lose your job

Facing job layoffs is never an easy task. Miguel Reyna (’73), a CPA 
and owner of Reyna CPAs PLLC in Dallas, says the best defense to a  
potential job loss is to build an emergency fund, pay off debt and cut 
discretionary spending. But if you’ve already been laid off, Reyna offers 
the following financial tips to endure the shaky economic climate:

Keep the cash flowing 
Check unemployment benefits from your state and severance pay 

options from your employer. While looking for a new job, consider 
part-time work or borrow against a life insurance policy.

Reorganize
Plan on your new job search taking six months and budget accord-
ingly. Negotiate with your creditors to lower interest rates or receive 
temporary deferments and review car insurance policies to increase 

deductibles or drop certain coverage.

Hold on to health insurance
Under COBRA, you and your family can remain covered by your 
company’s health insurance policy for up to 18 months or longer.  

Also consider converting your employer health plan to an individual 
plan or seek coverage through a professional association.

Beware of tax penalties
Participation in a retirement plan such as a 401(k) entitles you  

to all your contributions plus any vested portion of the company’s 
 contributions. Avoid tax consequences by rolling over your  

401(k) into an IRA within 60 days.

 
Comment on this story and tell us what  
you are doing to survive the economy at  
northtexan.unt.edu.



S u m m e r  2 0 0 9  |  northtexan.unt.edu  |   T h e  N o r t h  T e x a n  29

“The economic success of research 
universities depends on the quality of 
students and research, geographic location 
and corporate relationships,” says Harold 
Strong, director of Discovery Park and 
technology transfer. 

But one of the most important measures 
of a university is the success and contribu-
tions of its alumni.

Keeping the passion 

Miguel Reyna (’73) worked for 10 years as 
a forensic accountant for international cor-  
porations in England, Germany, Spain and 
Mexico, uncovering rings of corrupt employ-
ees, unions and cartels. 

In 1982, he returned home to help his 
dad, an owner of an auto garage, and other 
business owners in East Dallas work with 
developers to negotiate zoning. 

Starting his own firm, Reyna continued 
working on international forensic accounting 
cases, but he expanded his clientele to help 
small businesses through financial crises. 

“In one of the largest recessions, I learned 
the value of flexibility and how to shift gears 
to help people,” Reyna says.

Today his firm is the oldest and largest 
Hispanic CPA firm in the Dallas-Fort 
Worth region, offering business and systems 
risk analysis, merger and acquisitions, and 
due diligence services for its 500 clients.

Reyna now sees some of the same trends 
he witnessed in the ’80s, and he is helping his 
clients find ways to start again.

“Out of the ashes come good things,” he 
says. “I see new entrepreneurs striking out 
after they’ve been laid off from their corpo-
rate jobs, which is symbolic of our local 
independent, pioneering spirits.”

Looking to the future

Ray Allahverdi’s son, Cameron, credits life 
lessons, work ethic and UNT’s Murphy 
Center for Entrepreneurship for the early 
successes he and business partner Nicholas 

McCoy (’06) have experienced. 
“We learned to create complementary 

businesses, diversify our income and, most 
importantly, network,” says the younger 
Allahverdi, who opened his first business in 
2007 next door to his dad’s Lewisville dry 
cleaning location. “We learned how to start a 
company without having a million dollars.”

Their skills are moving them forward in 
an unpredictable market. 

As a junior, McCoy started Franklin  
Business Services, a full-service commercial 
printing company, after he discovered he 
could do a better job than the copy center 
where he worked. When Allahverdi’s pizza 
delivery business was forced to close as food 
and gas prices skyrocketed, he drew on 
lessons he learned from his dad. 

“If it doesn’t work, you keep trying.” 
Friends since the sixth grade, Allahverdi 

and McCoy formed a partnership. Focusing 
on their expertise and the power of niche 
markets within their printing business, they 
created two sub companies: Pizza Prints Inc. 
targets printing for small pizza restaurants, 
while North Texas Shirt Co. specializes in 
T-shirt printing for college organizations.

“In this economy, we have to think in 
pennies. It’s all about lowering costs while 
offering the highest quality available,” says 
McCoy of the business model that has 
doubled their sales in one year.

As the creative economy builds, moving 
farther from industrial-based and closer to 
information-based, the growing power of 
ideas is more valuable, making education 
essential to prosperity. 

UNT is a valuable resource, meeting the 
intellectual and work force needs of the 21st 
century while nurturing talent and dreams 
for the future.

 “UNT helped me see that the future is 
about people,” Brewer says. “It’s about the 
Einsteins and the entrepreneurs who move 
past boundaries into an expanded world to 
make it greater than before.”  



Recognizing the excellence in knowledge, creativity, enterprise 
and community engagement of UNT’s alumni and friends, the 
university presented several awards April 17 at the annual Alumni 
Awards Dinner. 

UNT’s most prestigious alumni award, the Distinguished 
Alumnus/Alumna Award, is given to individuals who have achieved 
prominence in their profession and reflect a positive image of UNT. 
This year’s honorees were William “Bill” Lively (’70 M.M.Ed.), 
Charles W. Nelson (’50, ’51 M.M.Ed.) and G. Brint Ryan (’88, ’88 
M.S.).

“Our efforts as a university are best demonstrated by the 
accomplishments of our alumni,” President Gretchen M. Bataille 
says. “There is no better validation of our mission and no better 
representation of our success than the achievements of those we 
recognize as distinguished alumni.”

S OA R I N g Eagles

Celebrating
knowledge, creativity, enterprise 

and community engagement 

From left: William “Bill” Lively (’70 M.M.Ed.), Paul Voertman, Mickey and Bill McCarter, Charles W. Nelson (’50, ’51 M.M.Ed.),  
Jordan Case (’81), G. Brint Ryan (’88, ’88 M.S.) and Charles O’Neal.

Alumni Awards 2009
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• G r e e n  G l o r y  A w A r D

Presented to individuals (not necessarily alumni) 
whose assistance to UNT has enabled the university 
to provide a margin of excellence in its endeavors
Jordan Case (’81) is president of park place Lexus 
in plano and Grapevine. Under his leadership, the 
auto dealership received the Malcolm Baldridge 
National Quality Award in the small business cat-
egory. It is the nation’s highest presidential honor 
for performance and organizational excellence. 

• H o n o r A r y  A l u m n u s / A l u m n A

 A w A r D

Presented to individuals who never attended UNT but 
who have exhibited outstanding devotion, service and 
support to the university
bill McCarter and his wife, Mickey McCarter, both 
served as faculty members in what is now the 
College of Visual Arts and Design, beginning in 
1968, with Mickey retiring in 2003 and Bill retiring 
in 2005.

• o u t s t A n D i n G  s e r v i c e  A w A r D

Given to individuals who have provided exceptional 
volunteer service to UNT
Paul Voertman, whose family founded Voertman’s 
Bookstore more than 80 years ago, attended North 
Texas in the ’40s. Voertman created the $1.5 million 
Voertman-Ardoin Memorial fund to support the 
installation of a concert organ in Winspear hall in 
the Murchison performing Arts Center. 

• u l y s  K n i G H t  s p i r i t  A w A r D

Given to an alumnus, alumna or group that has made 
noteworthy efforts to sustain spirit among the UNT 
family. Ulys Knight (’28), a basketball player named 
most popular man on campus, was later known as 
“Mr. North Texas” for his participation in alumni 
activities.
William ‘bill’ Worrell (’74 M.F.A.) is a sculptor and 
a painter who maintains studios in Santa Fe, N.M., 
and on the banks of the Llano River in Texas.  
Talons, a student spirit organization that has pre-
served Mean Green traditions for 50 years, has built 
the homecoming bonfire every year since 1960.

• p r e s i D e n t ’ s  c i t A t i o n

Presented to individuals who have given extraordi-
nary service and support to UNT either in enhancing 
its reputation or in helping the university accomplish 
its mission 
Charles O’Neal attended North Texas from 1969 to 
1971 and was a member of omega psi phi, the first 
African American fraternity on campus. he was the 
first editor of The Dallas Examiner, the most widely 
read African American weekly newspaper in the 
Dallas-Fort Worth area, and is the current vice presi-
dent of the Dallas Black Chamber of Commerce.

Learn more about this year’s winners and 
nominate alumni for the 2010 awards at 
www.unt.edu/development/alumniawards.

william 'Bill'  lively

Lively earned his master’s in music 
education at North Texas, before becoming 
an educator and administrator at Southern 
Methodist University. While there, he 
founded the SMU Symphonic Wind 
Ensemble and the Tate Lecture Series. Lively 
founded the Dallas Center for the Perform-
ing Arts Foundation in 2000 and has helped 
raise more than $338 million to build the 
new Dallas Center for the Performing Arts, 
which will open in October. The fundraising 
campaign includes the most million-dollar 
campaign gifts to build a cultural facility in 
American history.

Lively also is president and CEO of  
“Up with People” and an entertainment 
producer for the National Football League. 
He is president and CEO of the North 
Texas Super Bowl XLV Host Committee.

In nominating Lively for this award, 
Crescent Research president Donald  
Winspear pointed to his unwavering 
enthusiasm in the face of challenges, and 
says, “Bill’s accomplishments are an 
exceptional demonstration of the word 
‘distinguished.’”

Charles w. Nelson

Nelson, who earned his bachelor’s in 
music and a master’s in music education at 
North Texas, is a Professor Emeritus of 
music at Abilene Christian University, where 
he also served as an artist-in-residence. 

A world-class bass, he has appeared as a 
soloist in more than 2,000 performances in 
49 states and 15 countries. Throughout his 
career as a performer, mentor and teacher, 
Nelson is most often recognized for sharing 
the musical world with audiences and 
students. 

Mila Gibson, founder and director of the 
Amarillo Opera, cited his “vocal talents, 
musical integrity, expertise, inspiration and 
winning personality” in nominating him for 
the award. 

UNT Regents Professor of voice Linda 
Di Fiore remembers Nelson celebrating his 
80th birthday with a gift to the Texas music 
community and the city of Abilene, where  
he lives. 

In addition to hiring an orchestra and 
top soloists from around the state, Nelson 
rented a venue and housed and fed every 
person involved in the production. After 
two days of rehearsals, he then conducted a 
performance of Handel’s Messiah.  

“It was one of the most profound musical 
experiences of my career,” DiFiore says.

g. Brint ryan

After Ryan earned his bachelor’s and 
master’s degrees in accounting at UNT, he 
founded Ryan Inc., the largest tax services 
firm in North America, where he is man- 
aging principal.

With about 800 professionals at offices 
in the United States and Canada, the firm 
serves Global 500 companies worldwide. In 
addition to being named to the Taxpayer 
Advisory Group, a committee appointed by 
the Texas comptroller of public accounts, 
Ryan has helped lead significant tax reform 
for Texas. Carole Keeton Strayhorn, former 
Texas comptroller, calls him “a young Texan 
of the highest intellect, integrity, determi-
nation and good grace.” 

Fellow accounting alumna Laura Wright 
(’82, ’82 M.S.), chief financial officer for 
Southwest Airlines, acknowledges Ryan’s 
“determination, creativity, intellectual 
curiosity and plain hard work.”

Ryan, a member and former chair of the 
UNT Accounting Advisory Board, was 
previously named Outstanding Alumnus of 
the Year by the accounting department, 
distinguished alumnus by the Beta Pi chap-
ter of the accounting fraternity Beta Alpha 
Psi and recipient of the Outstanding 
Service Award at UNT. 

u n t  A l u m n i  A w A r D s
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EMILY CHARETTE (’07) SAW HER WORK PLASTERED EVERYWHERE. 
Hundreds of Death Magnetic Metallica CDs lined display cases at the Virgin Mega store 

she was visiting in downtown San Francisco. Death Magnetic posters hung above her.  
People waited in line with the CDs in their hands. 

Not long after college, Charette designed the cover for the Metallica album — a white 
coffin surrounded by a field of magnetic dirt. It recently earned a Grammy for “best record-
ing package,” which includes her design work. And Charette credits her education at UNT 
for landing her the job as a designer at Turner Duckworth, a San Francisco design agency 
with mega-brand clients. 

“I get assigned to brands like Dolby and Coca-Cola because they need continuous fresh 
thought,” Charette says. “And the way the classes at UNT were structured, my professors 
would say, ‘You came up with 100 thumbnails, but I need you to come up with 100 more.’ 
Going back to that well of creativity over and over and always finding something new — 
that is what has made me successful now.” 

a passion for design

Professors in the communication design program in the College of Visual Arts and 
Design — which earned the Best School Award for the third time in five years from the 
Dallas Society of Visual Communications in April  — push students to reach for more 
ideas, try harder and rise above the pack. Ultimately, that hard work can help propel 
alumni through the ranks. Today, many of those alumni work on internationally visible 
campaigns for Nike, Fossil and others.

Emily Charette (’07), pictured at Amoeba Records in San Francisco, is  
surrounded by the Death Magnetic Metallica CD cover she designed.  
The CD recently earned a Grammy for “best recording package.”

Communication design alums bring fresh ideas  
to mega-brands — and bands  

Creative
Success

by  Ellen Rossetti
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“Here at UNT, we like to say ‘concept is 
king,’” says Eric Ligon (’97 M.F.A.), 
associate professor of communication 
design. “But it takes a student who is 
passionate about design to honor that 
maxim as a life-long pursuit. Designers 
who are willing to commit themselves to 
the pursuit of concept, invention and 
reinvention wield great power in the 
marketplace. It is that passion that keeps 
these alumni at the top of their fields.”

Stephen Zhang (’94 M.F.A.), vice 
president and image director of Fossil in 
Richardson, joined the company in 1994 
and manages 35 designers — about half 
attended UNT’s communication design 
program. Zhang manages the Fossil image 
design department and collaborates on 
strategies for brand evolution. His team 
creates the Fossil image in packaging, 
points of sale, magazines, web site, adver- 
tising, retail stores and catalogs seen in 
more than 100 countries.

“UNT has provided a very valuable 
talent resource to Fossil design,” Zhang 

says. “Its stringent education prepares the 
students for the real world. When they 
enter the work force, they might take a sigh 
of relief and say, ‘This is no big deal.’”

Zhang came to UNT from the Luxun 
Academy of Fine Arts in China, where he 
earned a bachelor’s degree in graphic design 
and served as an assistant professor.

“Because of the training at UNT, we are 
able to use the process to solve communica-
tion problems or answer the creative 
challenges that businesses face,” Zhang 
says. “In a company like ours, you have to 
have a clear understanding of business, 
creative and marketing objectives.” 

one final hurdle

Amanda Sinele (’03) learned those 
lessons every Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday, bringing 100 new ideas to class. 

“Your first couple of ideas are the ideas 
that everyone else is going to have,” she says. 
“You have to keep working at it.”

Before communication design majors 
can graduate, they have to pass one final 
hurdle — a senior exit review. 

Sinele dropped off her portfolio and 
went home to catch some much-needed 
sleep. Later, she returned to wait with her 
classmates as the tension soared. When 
summoned by the professor, she walked 
into a classroom and saw a piece of paper 
with her name on it. It said “pass.”

“I still have that piece of paper,” she says. 
“I called home immediately. My mom was 
waiting on that phone call. She knew the 
work I went through over the years.”

Sinele’s dedication earned her an 
internship in July 2003 with Crispin Porter 
in Los Angeles. She was later hired as 
junior art director at Los Angeles’ Davis 
Elen Advertising, eventually moving up to 
art director. She is now a freelance art 
director after having worked at L.A.’s 
TBWA/Chiat/Day with national clients 
including Energizer and Pepsi. 

Her preparation at UNT helped her 
gain discipline, she says. 

“Your boss isn’t going to say, ‘I need to 
see a hundred thumbnails by tomorrow,’ 
but if you don’t go through that many 
ideas, someone is probably going to come 
up behind you and have done it better.” 

Nothing but opportunities

Heather Amuny-Dey (’97), creative 
director of global Nike brand design, began 
learning the trade from her father, a graphic 
designer in Houston. At UNT, she learned 
how to handle critique.

“That’s one of the biggest challenges for 
any young designer, separating yourself 

Heather Amuny-Dey

Amanda Sinele

You have to be willing to push yourself and invent  

new projects and make changes. You can never stop  

putting forth your best effort and never stop learning.”

— Heather Amuny-Dey
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from how much passion you put in your 
work and having an analytical discussion 
about whether it works for the audience,” 
says Amuny-Dey, a featured speaker at 
UNT’s International Conference on 
Critical Literacy in Visual Culture in 2008. 

“It’s very easy to make arbitrary design 
decisions,” she says. “It’s much more 
complicated to make design decisions that 
are instantly readable by the audience, as 
opposed to just making it beautiful.”

She started working for Nike as a 
summer intern in Portland, Ore., in 1997 
and worked through the fall while flying 
back to UNT for portfolio reviews with 
her professors. After graduation, she was 
hired full time as a designer.

At Nike, Amuny-Dey has worked on 
international initiatives such as Nike’s 
Global Olympic campaigns in 2004 and 
2008 and the World Cup in 2006. She 
helped start Nike’s first women’s-only 
concept store. 

She creates a visual direction — a 
concept illustrated through photography, 
typography, wording and more. She directs 
photo shoots, oversees a design team and 
works on new designs and concepts. 

“There’s nothing but opportunities in 
the world of design, but you have to 
commit,” Amuny-Dey says. “You have to be 
willing to push yourself and invent new 
projects and make changes. You can never 
stop putting forth your best effort and 
never stop learning.” 

p R O p O S E D  D E S I G N  C E N T E R  
T O  E X pA N D  p R O G R A M

Led by College of Visual Arts and Design Dean Rob-

ert Milnes, UNT communication design faculty members 

are creating plans for a proposed design research center 

in downtown Dallas. 

Researchers in UNT’s proposed center plan to focus  

on corporate, government and philanthropic efforts — 

solving problems for Dallas businesses, earning govern-

ment grants to conduct research and helping nonprofit  

organizations come up with effective solutions. A rigor-

ous review process will determine which projects 

should be pursued.

Once the projects are identified, interdisciplinary 

teams of faculty members and graduate students will  

explore solutions. So, for instance, if the researchers are 

charged with identifying ways to design anti-smoking 

material that will appeal to teenagers, a cultural anthro-

pologist may be on the team to help determine how to 

grab the attention of that age group.

The core group of researchers for UNT’s proposed  

design research center now consists of four faculty mem-

bers from communication design, business and  

anthropology. 

“Ultimately, the center would help forge relation-

ships with businesses and government agencies and 

provide students with more opportunities to give back 

to the community,” Milnes says.

    — Ellen Rossetti

Stephen Zhang

From left: Heather Amuny-Dey (’97), creative director of global Nike brand 
design, at her home studio in Portland, Ore.; Amanda Sinele (’03), a freelance 
art director, at her Santa Monica studio; Stephen Zhang (’94 M.F.A.), Fossil 
vice president and image director, at the company’s Richardson headquarters.

Jonathan Reynolds
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DURING THE PRESIDENTIAL CAMPAIGN, WHILE MANY 

Americans studied Barack Obama’s position on the issues, Sonya Loyd 
Vasquez was preoccupied with his face. Vasquez, who studied sculpture 

and communication design at UNT from 1995 to 1998, sculpts the figures 

installed at Louis Tussaud’s Palace of Wax in Grand Prairie. 

In April, the museum unveiled its Obama figure, which she began 

creating shortly after the November election. Obama joins another of her 

works, former President George W. Bush, in the museum’s Hall of 

Presidents. But wax sculpting isn’t just for politicians. Vasquez’s favorite 

creation to date is Johnny Cash.
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SCULpTING FoR 
ThE pALACE

Sonya Loyd Vasquez is Texas’ only full-time  

wax sculptor and one of only a few in the world.

Watch a video to see how wax comes to life and learn more about 

Vasquez’s sculptures at northtexan.unt.edu.
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 C O N N E C T I N G  W I T H  Friends

1961 

Donna beth Shaw, Houston ::
researched and designed an exhibit, 

“Mirabeau B. Lamar — Father of 

Texas Education,” on display at the 

Sam Houston Regional Library and 

Research Center in Liberty from 

March 21 to June 21. A longtime 

genealogist and member of the 

Texas State Historical Association, 

she wrote a book about Lamar last 

year and gave a talk about his life 

at the exhibit opening. 

1966 

Julie Moberg Rivers and 
James Rivers (’68), Topeka, 

Kan. :: met as piano students of 

the late Stefan bardas, 
Professor Emeritus of music. They 

commemorated their 40th year of 

collaboration with the CD James 

and Julie Rivers, Duo-Pianists 

(EarthStar Recordings). The 

collection of recordings from their 

live performances includes music by 

Poulenc, Rachmaninoff and Bartok.

 

Award” by the North Texas Athletic 

Trainers’ Society in December. The 

head athletic trainer at Highland 

Park High School, he was instru - 

mental in the formation of the 

society in 2000 and served as its 

first president. He has been a high 

school athletic trainer for 43 years.

 
1971

Lillian Faulkner baggett, 
Dacula, Ga. :: retired as an 

English professor and Lyceum 

director at Union University in 

1998. Her novel Out of Eden: A 

Saga of the South (Florida Academic 

Press), about a Southern woman 

navigating the loss of her fiancée 

and faith, was published by Florida 

Academic Press last fall. Lillian is 

married to fellow author James 
Alex baggett (’72 Ph.D.).

1972

 barbara Nicholson, 
Nashville, Tenn. :: is the 

co-founder of Attachment Parenting 

International, a worldwide network 

of parenting support groups. She 

co-wrote Attached at the Heart: 8 

Proven Parenting Principles for Raising 

Connected and Compassionate 

Children, released this spring. She 

and her husband, Gary Nichol-
son, a Grammy-winning record 

producer and songwriter, met in 

their freshman botany lab at North 

Texas in 1968.

 

1969 

Linda barron Sullivan (’71 

M.Ed.), Clearwater, Fla. :: was 

named the 2008 Middle School 

Counselor of the Year for the state 

of Florida by the Florida School 

Counselor Association. The native 

of Waco is completing 40 years as 

an educator in Texas and Florida.

Jo Williams, Denton :: 
executive director of the Visual 

Arts Society of Texas, created an 

ornament selected for display on the 

White House Christmas tree in 

December and highlighted on 

Good Morning, America in an 

interview with Laura Bush. 

Representing the 26th Congres-

sional District, the 9-inch glass 

ornament featured a Texas flag, 

bluebonnets and an armadillo. Jo 

studied with the late watercolorist 

and art professor Rob Erdle and 

curated his memorial exhibit, 

“Water/Color.”

1970

Doug Gibbins (M.S.),  

Mesquite :: was awarded the first 

“Doug Gibbins Above and Beyond 

Keep up with the latest developments in the UNT 
family and tell your peers what you’ve been  
up to since leaving the nest. Send your news to  
The North Texan (see contact information on  
page 7). Members of the UNT Alumni Association 
are designated with a .

Read more, share comments and connect with friends 

at northtexan.unt.edu.

Job promotion? Won an award? Just married?  
Have a photo to share with the UNT family?  
Send your images to northtexan@unt.edu.
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Upcoming Alumni Gatherings
UNT alumni gather to learn more about each other, celebrate their 
green pride and network for their next career move. Here’s a  
sampling of what’s going on:
 
    UNT Alumni Association: Wear green and join us at  
  7 p.m. June 26 for some baseball at the UNT Alumni  
  and Family Night with the Frisco RoughRiders at  
  Dr Pepper Ballpark. Reserve your tickets in the UNT  
 alumni section by contacting Jamie Templeton at 972-334-1938.

   Family Weekend: Mark your calendar for Sept. 25-27 for a 
fun-filled weekend of activities, including Scrappy’s Extrava-
ganza, the President’s Breakfast and an opportunity to cheer 
on the Mean Green football team. Learn how to get involved at  
www.unt.edu/familyweekend or contact the UNT Parent  
Programs Office at parents@unt.edu or 940-565-4373.

  Alumni Appreciation Day 2009: This annual celebration is set 
for Sept. 25, when the university’s colleges, schools and  
departments recognize alumni who have excelled in their 
career fields. For more information, contact Rob McKinney at 
robert.mckinney@unt.edu or 940-565-3162 or Karen Selby  
at karen.selby@unt.edu or 940-565-3480. 

   Homecoming 2009: Plan to join the university community  
Oct. 17 for annual Homecoming celebrations. The Golden Eagles 
Luncheon, a 50-year reunion for the Class of 1959, will be at  
11:30 a.m. Friday, Oct. 16, in the University Union, Silver Eagle 
Suite. For more information, contact Rob McKinney at robert.
mckinney@unt.edu or 940-565-3162.

    UNT M.b.A. Alumni Association: Join them for their Summer 
Happy Hour and Networking Event from 6 to 8 p.m. July 9 at 
Manny’s Tex-Mex Restaurant, 14905 Midway Road in Dallas. To 
RSVP, contact David Gibson (’87, ’92 M.B.A.) at david.gibson@
buckconsultants.com or 972-628-6868. Learn more about the 
group at www.mbaalumni.unt.edu.

  Does your alumni group have an upcoming event? Send your  
information to northtexan@unt.edu or call 940-565-2108. 

1973

Milton 
becknell, 
beavercreek, 

Ohio :: was 

named chair  

of the psychology department at 

Cedarville University in Ohio.  

He is an associate professor of 

psychology and has taught at 

Cedarville since 2002. 
 
1975

Melinda Richarz bailey,  
Tyler :: has been a freelance writer 

for more than 40 years. She takes 

a light-hearted look at the aging 

process in a new book she co-wrote 

titled WOOF: Women Only Over 50 

(Echelon Press). 

Karen Hanania, Schertz ::
is a retired special education coun-

selor. She served 32 years in Texas 

public education, 19 of which 

were at the Southwest ISD in San 

Antonio. In 2003, she published 

two books of poetry: A Drink at the 

River and Over Easy. 

 

1981

David Howard (M.S.), Sparks, 

Nev. :: is principal software engi-

neer at the Sierra Nevada Corp. He 

and colleagues were awarded a U.S. 

patent for a system and method for 

3D radar image rendering.

 
 
 
 

Debra Wilson Wakeland, 
Waxahachie :: celebrated 25 

years of service at the Waxahachie 

Chamber of Commerce in January. 

She began as an administrative 

assistant, served as director of the 

Convention and Visitors Bureau 

and was promoted in 2001 to 

her current position as president 

and CEO. Her son, Joe Wilson 
Wakeland, is a UNT junior.

1982

Melanie Richards (M.M.), 

Flagstaff, Ariz. :: is a professional 

musician and teacher interested in 

the artistic process and the arts  

in education. In her book A Call to 

Arts: How Artistic Living Can Redeem 

Us (ArtsLegacy), she writes about 

the benefits of artistic living.

 
1983

Gordon ‘Skip’ C. bruner II 
(ph.D.), Carbondale, Ill. ::  
was named an outstanding scholar 

at Southern Illinois University 

Carbondale. A professor of mar-

keting at the university, he studies 

consumer behavior and technology, 

scale usage in marketing research, 

and music and marketing. 

Norman Rose (ph.D.),  

Santa Rosa, Calif. :: has been an 

elementary school teacher, a college 

professor and a composer. His sev-

enth New Age album, Sunstreams 

(Touch the Light), features original 

instrumentals.  

 
 
 

1985 

  

Dwayne  
Gabrielson 
(M.S.), Turlock, 

Calif. :: 
earned the 

2009 Meritorious Service Award 

from Aging Services of California 

in May. He is executive director of 

Covenant Village of Turlock and has 

worked with Covenant Retirement 

Communities since 1980.  

1986 

Mitchell Haynes, Denton ::  
a former independent contractor 

for the U.S. Department of Home-

land Security, is now a full-time 

writer. His first novel, Hollywood 

Agent Provocateur (Eloquent Press), 

is an espionage thriller set in 1938 

Los Angeles, complete with gang-

sters, movie stars and corruption. 

 

EAgLES’  Nest
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DietTribe trainer

Jessie pavelka, personal trainer on Lifetime’s reality show 

DietTribe, says the years he spent as a UNT student represent an important 

turning point in his life. When he enrolled in 2001, he intended to play 

football and study business. 

But after 16 years devoted to the sport, he decided to hang up his 

cleats and focus on finding the right thing to fill the void.

“The experience of leaving behind something I’d done for so long was 

life changing,” he says. “It allowed me to put more effort into fitness  

and health and learning more about that.”

he got certified as a trainer while he was a UNT student — initially to 

have a temporary job — and it turned out that what he needed to fill the void 

was to help people get healthy. he moved to Los Angeles in 2007 and quickly 

landed the job as fitness coach and healthy lifestyle expert on DietTribe. 

“They liked what I had to say. I put together a diet and exercise program, 

they loved it and we moved forward from there,” he says. 

pavelka says the show, which follows five women who want to lose 30 

pounds each in 90 days, is about more than losing weight. he and a 

psychotherapist help the women look honestly at their minds and bodies, 

then help them change their lifestyles and deal with the issues that caused 

them to gain weight.

“obviously, I want viewers to get the exercise and diet information,  

but most of all, I want them to get the mental aspect,” pavelka says.  

“Lots of people lose weight, just to put it right back on. You’ve got to fix 

your thinking.” 

DietTribe’s second season is scheduled to air this summer. 

— Michelle hale

   

Read some of Pavelka’s fitness tips at northtexan.unt.edu.

1989 

Matthew W. 
Caligur  
(’91 M.S.), 

Houston :: is 

a new partner 

with Baker & Hostetler LLP. He is 

a member of the litigation group 

and concentrates on complex 

commercial litigation. He earned 

his law degree, summa cum laude, 

from South Texas College of Law.

Curren McMahon, Car-

rollton :: was named the head 

football coach at Anna High School, 

a 3A school in Collin County. He 

is married to Mary Ann Yuzbick 

of Irving, and they have two sons, 

Dane, 8, and Chase, 6.

1990 

John bloomer (’91), McKin-

ney :: joined the real estate and 

finance section of Dallas law firm 

Curran Tomko Tarski LLP. He 

focuses on sophisticated commercial 

real estate transactions.  

Michel Madeira, Carlsbad, 

Calif. :: became vice president 

of sales and marketing for DEKA 

Laser Technologies Inc., a medical 

and dental laser systems company.

1991 

Wendy Williams Hardin, 
Keller :: published two devotionals 

in Penned From the Heart (SonRise 

Publications Inc.), a book with 

daily meditations. 

 

Shirley Moxley, Hurst :: is 

a licensed professional counselor 

with practices in Hurst and Keller.

1992

Erika privratsky Milligan, 
Castle Rock, Colo. :: and her 

husband, Pat, welcomed a son, 

Parker “Park” Rodley Milligan, in 

December. His big sister is Finley.

1993 

Scott Fralicks, Arlington :: 
married Jolie Schuler in Tulsa, 

Okla., in March. He is chief editor 

for The 33 News in Dallas, and she 

teaches in the Arlington ISD.

Kathryn Lopes, San Antonio 

::  co-directed the Thousand Oaks 

Elementary Choir in its performance 

at the annual 2008 Superinten-

dent’s Holiday Luncheon. It was 

the only elementary choir selected 

to perform from 43 elementary 

schools in the North East ISD in 

San Antonio.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

bart McMurry and Amy 
Graan-McMurry (’94), 

plano :: gave their son, Colin 

Christopher, who was born in 

August, a head start on Mean 

Green gear.
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Carol A. Murrow, branson, 
Mo. :: was named vice president of 

physician recruitment at Skaggs 

Regional Medical Center. She has 

worked in health care for 15 years.

1994 
 
Cathleen Cole (M.J.), beau-
mont :: is a freelance writer. The 

Night Mare of Four Seasons Stables 

(PublishAmerica) is her latest 

children’s book. It combines a 

mystery story with facts about saddle 

seat riding, colic and horse care.  

peter Razey, Lake Oswego, 
Ore. :: and his wife, April, 

celebrated the birth of their twin 

girls, Natalie Claire and Meredith 

Elise, in February.  

1995 

brian Dobbs, Dallas :: is a new 

agency specialist for Allstate 

Insurance. 

Matthew Mailman (D.M.A.), 
Oklahoma City, Okla. :: 
professor of conducting in the 

Wanda L. Bass School of Music at 

Oklahoma City University, conducted 

Mozart’s Le Nozze di Figaro at 

OCU this spring.  

1996 

Jack balderson, Lewisville :: 
was listed in “Texas Rising Stars 

2009” in the April issue of Texas 

Monthly as one of the top 2.5 

percent of Texas attorneys 40 and 

under who have been practicing 10 

years or less. He is an attorney 

with Thompson & Knight LLP.

Alice Chien, Carrollton :: 
earned a master’s in homeland 

security with a concentration in 

emergency and disaster manage-

ment from American Military 

University in February. She was 

inducted into the Golden Key 

International Honour Society and 

is a member of the Delta Epsilon 

Tau Honor Society.

Kimberly D. Smith, Aledo :: 
accepted a position with Lockheed 

Martin Aeronautics as a training 

program manager in the learning 

and development department.  

She graduated with honors from 

Tarleton State University in 2007, 

earning her M.Ed. in curriculum 

and instruction.

1997 

David Ybarra, Fairview 
Heights, Ill. :: was named an 

officer at Greensfelder, Hemker & 

Gale P.C., a law firm based in St. 

Louis, Mo.  

 
1998 

Rebecca Rager Hery, Katy :: 
and her husband, Dean, welcomed 

their fourth son, Samuel Jay, in 

January. He joined 6-year-old twins  

Joshua and Jacob and 20-month-

old Nathaniel.

Mary McMinn, Irving ::  
is the 2008-09 volunteer director 

of communications for the 

International Association of 

Business Communicators Dallas. 

The group won a merit award for 

outstanding chapter management 

in communications in February.

2000 

Christa boyd-Nafstad, 
Dallas :: joined the Dallas law 

firm of Gillespie, Rozen, Watsky & 

Jones, where she represents 

employees and labor unions. She 

formerly practiced labor and 

employment law in Manhattan.  

 

Johnna 
McArthur, 
Fort Worth :: 
joined the 

Johnston Legal 

Group PC as an associate attorney.   
  

2001 

Janine Gauthier (ph.D.), 
Chicago, Ill. :: is director of 

psychosocial oncology at Rush 

University Medical Center in 

Chicago. She ran the Boston  

Marathon in April to raise funds 

for the Multiple Myeloma 

Research Foundation.

 
 

EAgLES’  Nest

The place to be

As long as students have been coming to North Texas, they’ve been finding 

favorite places to congregate. The University Union has long been a prime 

meeting place on campus, whether you knew it as the Union Building 

(and its 1959 howdy Room, right) or the Student Union. And we’ve heard 

of some popular off-campus spots through the years, on the Corner and 

around the square. (pender’s, hamilton’s Drug, the Ju-Cy pig, the Library 

— no, not that library — the Tomato and Mr. Chopsticks come to mind.) 

If you had a favorite hangout as a student, send your memories and photos 

to us (see contact information on page 7).

Down the Corridor
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1

2

3

1 Several Emerald Eagle Scholars attended this year’s Emerald 

Ball, which raised more than $400,000 in commitments for the 

program that provides funding and mentoring for academically 

talented students with high financial need. 

 
2 President Gretchen M. Bataille visits with Nicholas D. Ricco (’61) 

at this year’s Emerald Ball. 

3 About 80 alumni from across the country returned to UNT to 

honor Paris Rutherford, longtime director of vocal jazz. His retire-

ment concert, “30 Years of Vocal Jazz,” featured performances by 

alumni and the UNT Jazz Singers.
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NASA educator

Michael parkhill (’93, ’99 M.Ed., ’05 M.S.) of Lindsay was born in 

1969, the year of the first moon landing. he says his fascination with space 

exploration began as a child, reading the book of Genesis in the Bible and 

watching episodes of Star Trek.  

parkhill, an assistant principal and science teacher for the Era ISD, is a 

NASA educational trainer and an aerospace education officer for the Civil 

Air patrol, U.S. Air Force Auxiliary. he joined the NASA Reduced Gravity 

Team in January to conduct experiments on magnetism and acceleration 

aboard the NASA Reduced Gravity Aircraft, which simulates different levels 

of gravity through controlled dives. “Challenger’s Lost Lessons” were con-

ducted in honor of educator Christa McAuliffe, who died in the Challenger 

explosion in 1986. 

parkhill calls the weightlessness of zero gravity a “spiritual, calming  

experience,” though he says “zero” gravity is really microgravity. 

“Gravity never ceases to exist — it just gets weaker,” he says. 

Far from becoming sick, he enjoyed some candy during the ride. In the 

simulations of lunar gravity, one-sixth of Earth’s gravity, he weighed 33 

pounds.  

“It was a weird feeling, like floating, and I bounced around like a rabbit,” 

he says. “hang time is awesome, because you keep going forever.”

parkhill, who is married to Monica Johnson parkhill (’03 M.Ed.), 

has been a teacher for 14 years. he was named Aerospace Education  

officer of the Year by the Civil Air patrol’s Texas Wing in April and has  

been involved with NASA’s Liftoff program for educators for 10 years. 

The teachers on the reduced gravity team are replicating their experi-

ments in classrooms around the state. 

“I was a sophomore in high school sitting in science class when the 

Shuttle Challenger was destroyed,” he says. “I think we did them justice.”

— Megan Beck

Nathan Kelly, New York, N.Y. :: 
who majored in music composition 

from 1999 to 2001, is working  

on Broadway as a keyboardist and 

orchestrator on such shows as 

Gypsy, Legally Blonde, 13, Grease,  

The Color Purple, The Little Mer-

maid, The Phantom of the Opera, 

Altar Boyz and The Tony Awards. He 

is working on film scores for the 

horror film Sorority Row due out 

this year and the Disney animated 

film Rapunzel, scheduled for release 

in 2010. 

2002 

Louellen Coker (M.A.),  
Denton :: received Awards of 

Merit for a web site and a CD cover 

in the online communication and 

technical art competitions of the 

Lone Star Community of the 

Society for Technical Communica-

tion. She is in her second year as 

president of the Women Business 

Owners of Denton County.

 
bobby Miller (’07 M.b.A.), 
Fort Worth :: married Amie 

Specht of Joliet, Ill., in January. 

 

Dustin ptak, Midland :: 
opened an independent insurance 

company in 2006 offering home, 

auto, RV, life, health and commer-

cial insurance to Texas residents.

David Yee, 
Richardson :: 
was hired by 

Sanford, 

Baumeister & 

Frazier PLLC as senior audit 

associate. He previously worked 

for KPMG in the internal and 

external audit departments.

2003 

Robin Fletcher (M.J.), Coppell :: 
received an Excellence in Teaching 

Award for 2008-09 from El Centro 

College in the Dallas County 

Community College District. He 

is listed in Who’s Who in America, 

Teacher’s Edition 2009.

  
Tiffany Johnson, belton :: 
was promoted to executive news 

producer for KCEN-TV, the NBC 

affiliate for the Waco, Temple and 

Killeen area.

Annie potasznik, Dallas ::  
is the nightlife correspondent for 

NBC 5. Her segments air 

Saturday evenings at the close of 

the 10 o’clock news. 

 

Yolanda 
Williams, 
Dallas :: 
earned a 

master’s degree 

in marketing last August. She is  

CEO of Williams Paralegal & 

Advertising in downtown Dallas.

2004 
 
Kathryn Arn, Denver, Colo. :: 
is working as a traveling tour con-

sultant for EF Educational Tours. 

Before moving to Colorado, she 

taught middle school Spanish in the 

Northwest ISD for three years. 

 Aldo M. Davila, Washing-
ton, D.C. :: is working for the 

Virginia Department of Emer-

gency Management. He earned his 

master’s in public administration 

from the University of Georgia. 

EAgLES’  Nest
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Karen King, San Antonio :: 
and Eric Quillian are proud to 

announce the birth of their son, 

Drury Eric Quillian, in November. 

Drury weighed 6 pounds, 15 

ounces, and was 19.5 inches long. 

Karen is the owner of Happy Tails 

Dog Obedience School.

 Andrew Lara, Euless :: 
married Jessica Krenke last July in 

Byron, Neb. Andrew is a claims 

professional with CUNA Mutual 

Group in Fort Worth, and Jessica 

is a registered nurse at Parkland 

Hospital in Dallas. 

Chad Newton, Irving ::  
is receiving his M.D. from the 

University of Texas Southwestern 

Medical School in June. He is a 

member of Alpha Omega Alpha,  

a national medical student honor 

society. He is married to Haley 
Horton Newton (’05).

2005 
 

Nicole Caldwell (’07 M.Ed.), 
Denton :: founded Positively 

Autism, a free online newsletter for 

parents and teachers of children 

with autism. Focusing on the 

strengths and talents of people 

with autism, she writes and edits 

material sent to more than 4,000 

subscribers in 14 countries.

 

belinda bentley Halicki,  
Fort Worth :: was named the 

2008-09 Teacher of the Year at 

Eastern Hills High School. She 

is the lead content teacher for the 

social studies department.  

 
2006 
 

Catherine McKay Martin, 
Cincinnati, Ohio :: mezzo-so-

prano, received second place in the 

Houston Grand Opera’s Eleanor 

McCollum Competition for Young 

Singers in February. She also was 

a featured soloist in the 2008 Cin-

cinnati Grandin Music Festival.  

2007 
 

Carol Salazar Hillendahl 
and brent Hillendahl (’08), 
Denton :: celebrated the birth 

of their daughter, Elizabeth, 

in November. Carol works for 

Nuconsteel as creative producer 

for the marketing department, 

producing video and print materi-

als. Brent works for Presentation 

Services Audio Visual as a floor 

coordinator.

Jay Lester (M.Ed.), Victoria ::  

is director of fine arts for the 

Victoria ISD, overseeing art, music, 

theatre and dance. He earned his 

B.M. and M.M. from Hardin 

Simmons University and has worked 

as a band and orchestra director in 

Odessa, Abilene and Allen.  

➺  A drastic pay cut and a postponed wedding are among 

the Depression-era memories of Francis Stroup (’29) 

featured on The New York Times web site this spring. 

The composer of the UNT fight song was just beginning 

his teaching career in Texas when the stock market 

crashed. Watch the video at northtexan.unt.edu.

➺  The Chicago Tribune calls him “the Citizen Kane of 

Chicago jazz.” Mike Jeffers, who studied drums at UNT in 

the mid 1990s, is featured in an April 26 article detailing 

his jazz-media empire, which includes the web site 

chicagojazz.com, an online TV show, Chicago Jazz 

Magazine, festival guides and annual compilation CDs.

➺  Alan Reid’s first solo 

art exhibition, 

“Heiresses on 

Terraces,” was 

reviewed in The 

New Yorker Dec. 22. 

It described the  

subjects of his 

colored pencils on 

canvas (including 

The Maven Curator, 

right) as “hybrids of Weimar Republic revellers (à la 

Christian Schad’s dissipated socialites), Fitzgerald’s 

flappers and Leonardo’s aquiline beauties.” Reid (’03) 

holds an M.F.A. from the Maryland Institute College of Art 

and is represented by Lisa Cooley Fine Arts in New York. 

. . . . . . I N  T h E  / /  News

Growing your business?  
Looking for your next career move?  
Reconnecting with UNT friends? 

Get connected with the UNT Alumni Association.  
www.untalumni.com  
Learn more about the award-winning group on page 15.



44  T h e  N o r t h  T e x a n  |  northtexan.unt.edu  |  S u m m e r  2 0 0 9

 F R I E N D S  W E ’ L L  M I S S

UNT’s alumni, faculty, staff and students are the 
university’s greatest legacy. When members of  
the Eagle family pass, they are remembered and 
their spirit lives on. Send information about deaths 
to The North Texan (see contact information on 
page 7).  

  Read more, write memorials and connect with friends 

at northtexan.unt.edu.

 
1930s

Margaret Elizabeth May 
bowers (’33), Incline Village, 
Nev. :: She completed her master’s 

degree in elementary education at 

Southwest Texas State University 

and taught first grade in Kyle.  
 
Velma Irene Smyrl 
McWhirter (’36, ’41 M.S.), 
Wylie :: She taught home 

economics at Cooper High School 

in Woodrow until retirement. Her 

thesis for her master’s degree was a 

study of the housing conditions of 

farm families in Wellman.

 
1940s

Lavoyce boswell McCurdy 
(’40, ’61 M.S.), Corsicana :: 
During her 36 years of teaching in 

Barry and Corsicana, she taught 

high school and fifth and sixth 

grades. She also taught Sunday 

school at Barry Baptist Church, 

where she was a member for 87 

years. She met her husband, the late    

Carroll C. ‘pinkie’ McCurdy 
(’40), at North Texas.

Mildred brock parker (’40, 
’70 M.A.), Denton :: At North 

Texas, she was voted “College 

Favorite” her senior year and 

belonged to the sorority now known 

as Alpha Delta Pi. She taught 

English at Denton and Argyle high 

schools and at Texas Woman’s 

University. For 68 years, she was 

married to her college sweetheart,  

Walt E. parker (’40), retired 

UNT administrator.

Tina Taylor Larimer (’45, ’54 
M.H.p.Ed.R.), Dallas :: At 

North Texas, she was a Green 

Jacket and a member of Delta Psi 

Kappa. She taught physical 

education and coached more than 

50 years. She was married to the 

late Harold Larimer (’46). 

Survivors include her sister 

Dorothy Taylor (’60, ’65 
M.Ed.) and son Gregg Larimer 

(’78, ’86 M.S.).

Martha Ann Crouch Taylor 

(’47), port Arthur :: She taught 

math at Thomas Jefferson High 

School for 35 years and was a past 

president of the Port Arthur 

Community Concert Association.

Robert L. Clinton (’48, ’50 
M.M.), Austin :: He served in 

the U.S. Air Force flying P-47s 

during World War II. He was 

founding president of Western 

Texas College in 1971, and became 

executive director of the Texas 

Public Community College 

Association in 1981. He also 

served as a choir director, principal 

and superintendent. He is survived 

by his wife, Wanda (’48).

EAgLES’  Nest

University Community
Claudia Webb betti benson, 
Denton, professor Emeritus of art 

who taught at North Texas from 1967 

to 1989, died Feb. 14. She earned a 

graduate degree in painting and 

drawing from the School of the Art 

Institute of Chicago and won a 

fellowship that allowed her to travel 

and paint in France and Italy. At 

North Texas, she was coordinator of 

the basic drawing program, taught 

the graduate seminar in teaching 

and was known for inviting 

students to her home for meals  

and discussions.  She co-wrote a 

nationally recognized drawing text, 

Drawing: A Contemporary Approach, 

and continued to show her paintings 

and drawings after retiring.

Marvin H. berkeley, Dallas, 
professor 

Emeritus of 

management 

and former 

dean of the College of Business, 

died Jan. 6. he served as dean from 

1973 to 1983 and continued 

teaching until 1998. he also 

founded UNT’s Chief Executives 

Round Table and served as its 

director from 1983 to 1993. 

Berkeley was an officer in the U.S. 

Navy during World War II and a 

research psychologist with the U.S. 

Air Force. he was president of the 

Dallas school board from 1967 to 

1973, when court-ordered 

integration was initiated, and he 

was a vice president at Texas 

Instruments before joining UNT. he 

received his doctorate in psychology 

from Washington University. Memo-

rials may be made to the Dean 

Marvin Berkeley Scholarship Fund 

at UNT. Call 940-565-2976 or e-mail 

paula.voyles@unt.edu.

Judith Carolyn Glaser, 
Lewisville, who worked in the  Depart - 

ment of Counseling, Development 



S u m m e r  2 0 0 9  |  northtexan.unt.edu  |   T h e  N o r t h  T e x a n  45

Margaret June bryan 
Whitaker (’49), Houston :: 
She taught school in Texas, 

Louisiana and Wyoming before 

leaving to raise her family. She was 

an avid reader and was especially 

interested in history.

1950s

James L. Steele (’50, ’56 
M.S.), Moncton, New bruns-
wick, Canada :: He served in the 

U.S. Navy during World War II 

and later served on the U.S.S. 

Wasp as a signalman. He taught 

physical education for 39 years in 

the Dallas ISD. After retirement, 

he and his wife moved to Canada.

Clara Schafer porter (’52), 
Corpus Christi :: She taught in 

Fort Worth and Weatherford and 

for 25 years in the Corpus Christi 

ISD. She volunteered at Driscoll 

Children’s Hospital and loved 

teaching fourth-graders. Survivors 

include her husband, Alfred 
porter (’51, ’53 M.Ed.); sister, 

betty Schafer Hurst (’50);  

and cousin, Rennell Royce  
Farr (’55).

bert Fleetwood Dimock Jr. 
(’53), Springtown :: He served 

two years in the U.S. Navy during 

World War II. He worked for 

several seismograph companies, Bell 

Helicopter, LTV, RCA and Collins 

Radio Co. He retired from General 

Dynamics as a chief in logistics in 

1990. He also had co-owned a 

weekly newspaper, FM radio station 

and RV park with his brothers. 

betty price Anderson (’54), 
Lubbock :: She was known as a 

tireless advocate for social justice, 

once serving on the boards of 35 

organizations at one time. Many of 

them she helped found, such as the 

South Plains Food Bank, Lubbock 

Women’s Protective Services and 

Lubbock Rape Crisis Center. She 

also served on state committees for 

the welfare of children, women, the 

elderly and people with disabilities.  

She earned a master’s degree from 

Texas Tech. 

 

Temple S. Carpenter Jr. 
(’55), Longview :: He joined the 

U.S. Air Force and was stationed in 

Korea, Vietnam, Turkey and Japan, 

as well as the U.S. After retiring as a 

traffic manager, he earned a master’s 

in adult education from Troy State 

University in Alabama and was a 

cattle rancher for several years.

 

Mike Houston Murphy 
(’55), McKinney :: After 

graduating, he served in the Marine 

Corps for three years. He worked 

for Tenneco Oil Co. as a petroleum 

landman, and then moved to Dallas 

where he worked for several oil and 

gas companies before retiring. He 

was married to the late Connie 
Kraft Murphy (’54).

Rodney David Hargrave Jr. 
(’56), Dallas :: He received his 

bachelor’s degree in business 

administration from North Texas. 

Robert Wallace Rober (’56, 
’60 M.M.), Arlington :: A 

member of the One O’Clock Lab 

Band under the late Gene Hall 

(’41, ’44 M.A.), he was a band 

director in the Arlington ISD for 

30 years, teaching at Ousley Junior 

High School and Sam Houston 

High School. He retired in 1987 

and pursued his love of gardening. 

Survivors include his wife, 

Marcia Snodgrass Rober 

(’56, ’62 M.M.E.).

John Ralph Clark (’57), 
Granbury :: He worked as an 

accountant for Mobil Oil Co. until 

retirement. He was an avid sports 

fan and ran in both the Cowtown 

and White Rock marathons.

Karen Gentry Schurig  
(’57, ’62 M.M.E.), Mill Valley, 
Calif. :: At North Texas, she  

was a member of Zeta Tau Alpha 

sorority, a cheerleader and a Yucca 

Beauty. She taught piano lessons 

from her home studio for many 

years and returned to school in her 

50s to study computers. After her 

daughter’s traumatic brain injury, 

she founded the Marin Brain Injury 

Network in 1983, a support group 

for TBI survivors and their families. 

and higher Education from 1988 to 

2003, died March 3. She was an 

instructional support clerk.

Fred O. Graham (’57), Denton, 

who served as  

North Texas’ 

first sports 

information 

director from 

1959 to 1981, died Feb. 24. Graham 

also taught journalism courses. 

Instrumental in promoting North 

Texas athletics, he was inducted into 

the UNT Athletic hall of Fame in 1996. 

he credited his wife, Sidney Sue 

Smith Graham (’57), with origi- 

nating the nickname “Mean Green,” 

which he first used in a press release. 

An accomplished statistician, he was 

selected by the NCAA to help 

introduce computerized reporting 

of statistics and was the Dallas 

Cowboys’ official scorer. he went 

on to serve as general manager of 

the Texas Sports hall of Fame.

Frank McKinley, Denton,  

professor Emer- 

itus of music 

who taught at 

North Texas 

from 1940 to 

1942 and from 1947 to 1980, died 

oct. 23. “Mr. Mac” held a master’s 

degree from Westminster Choir 

College in princeton and completed 

his doctoral course work at Indiana 

University. he joined North Texas 

as a voice teacher and director of 

the Chapel Choir. After serving in 

the U.S. Army during World War II, 

he returned to lead the A Cappella 

Choir. The choir ended its 1964 

European tour at the World’s Fair in 

New York. In 1978, it became the first 

collegiate choir to record with the 

Royal London philharmonic. Memor- 

ials may be made to the Frank 

Mckinley Endowment for Choral 

Studies at UNT. Call 940-565-2243 

or e-mail elida.tamez@unt.edu.
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Mary Margaret Daughety 
(’58, ’64 M.Ed.), Linden ::  
She taught for 30 years in Longview, 

Richardson and U.S. Air Force 

schools in Newfoundland, England 

and France. She received the Ross 

Perot Excellence in Teaching Award 

and was named 2008 Citizen of the 

Year for the city of Linden. At North 

Texas, she was a Green Jacket. 

Horton R. bunch (’59), 
brownsboro :: He served in the 

U.S. Army in Europe and worked 

for GMAC in Tyler for 33 years as 

a credit supervisor. Well known for 

his tenor solo voice, he sang for 40 

years in the Tyler Chamber Chorale 

and was a longtime member of the 

barbershop quartet Yesterday’s 

Mail. He was an active member of 

Delta Sigma Phi and enjoyed 

attending Mean Green games.

1960s

George E. burlage (’60, ’69 
M.A.), Denton :: In the U.S. 

Marine Corps for 20 years, he was 

a prisoner of war during World 

War II and a correspondent in the 

Korean War. At North Texas, he 

worked on the Campus Chat, earning 

his degrees in journalism and 

political science. He retired from the 

Federal Aviation Administration in 

1983. He was a member of the UNT 

President’s Council and established 

the Burlage Family Scholarship.  

To donate to the scholarship, call 

940-565-2342 or e-mail  

stan.walker@unt.edu. 

Jerry Wayne Miller (’62, ’66 
M.Ed.), Dallas :: He was a 

member of the Theta Chi fraternity 

at North Texas. He served 41 years 

in the Richardson ISD in various 

positions, including science teacher, 

coach, principal, and assistant and 

area superintendent. As the first 

varsity baseball coach at Lake 

Highlands High School, he led  

the team to three district champion-

ships. Survivors include his wife,  

Jo Ann Landers Miller (’65, 
’68 M.Ed.). 

Mary beth beard Ener (’67), 
Clear Lake :: At North Texas, she 

was a member of Delta Gamma 

sorority and the Green Jackets. She 

worked in real estate for 30 years 

and had lived in Japan, Florida, 

Arizona and South Carolina 

through the course of her late 

husband’s military career. 

James E. Cook (’68), Maryville, 
Tenn. :: He was employed as an 

accountant at Phillips Petroleum 

Co. in Bartlesville, Okla., for 31 

years, retiring in 1999. 

1970s
 

LaVera b. Gardner (’70 
M.Ed.), Dallas :: She worked 

for the Dallas ISD for 23 years as 

an elementary school teacher, vice 

principal and principal before 

retiring in 1980. She later served as 

director of Mom’s Day Out at East 

Dallas Christian Church.

billy Charles Langley Sr. 
(’70), Weatherford :: He was a 

U.S. Navy veteran and taught at 

Tarrant County Community 

College for more than 10 years. He 

wrote 24 books on heating, 

ventilation and air conditioning 

and was an avid traveler.

Dolores Carlee Vaughan 
Akins (’71 ph.D.), Fort Worth :: 
She taught Spanish in the Birdville 

and Hurst Euless Bedford ISDs 

and was a Professor Emeritus at 

Tarrant County College. A 

registered parliamentarian, she was 

past president of the Fort Worth 

chapter of the National Parliamen-

tarian Association. 

patti braker balentine (’71), 
Denton :: She graduated with a 

bachelor’s degree in English and 

was managing editor of The 

Petroleum Accounting and Financial 

Management Journal in UNT’s 

Institute of Petroleum Accounting. 

She’d worked for the university 

since 1981.  

 

EAgLES’  Nest

Norval F. pohl,

 

Fountain hills, 

Ariz., UNT 

president from 

2000 to 2006, 

died May 12. he 

was a longtime 

university administrator and was 

most recently the chief academic 

officer at Embry-Riddle Aeronauti-

cal University in Arizona. At UNT, he 

was executive vice president and 

provost for nearly two years before 

serving as the 13th president. he 

oversaw the creation of what is now 

known as Discovery park, UNT's 

nearly 290-acre research park, and 

helped establish the College of 

Engineering. Among the buildings 

added to the campus during his 

tenure were the Chemistry 

Building, the Athletics Center and 

the pohl Recreation Center, named 

in his honor. pohl spent most of his 

career in higher education, as both 

a business professor and admin -

istrator. he held several deanships 

before moving into administration 

where he ultimately served in the 

highest post of chancellor.  

Col. Richard Esker ‘Jack’ 
Scott, Vacaville, Calif., professor  

of aerospace 

studies and 

commander of 

the Air Force 

RoTC at North 

Texas from 1968 to 1973, died Jan. 

31. he directed the Flight Instruc-

tion program for senior cadets and 

taught freshman and sophomore 

training classes. he also attended 

the university from 1969 to 1976 

and taught courses in political 

science. he flew B-24 bombers 

over Germany during World War II 

and, after a brief airline job, 

rejoined the Air Force. his 30-year 

Air Force career included several 

years in the special operations 

field. After retiring, he worked as 
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an instructor for the Federal 

Emergency Management Agency in 

Denton and for various area junior 

colleges. 

Suzanne Schirrman 
McWhorter VanStryland,

Denton, 

professor of 

business 

administration 

from 1958 to 

1983, died Feb. 28. She was reported 

to be the first woman in the country 

to earn a doctorate in finance, from 

ohio State University in 1957.  

While at North Texas, she also was 

a consulting technical editor for 

holt Rinehart and Random house 

publishers. In 1970, she was 

appointed to the Governor’s 

Commission on the Status of Women 

in Texas and served on the sub- 

committee that wrote the women’s 

rights amendment to the Texas 

constitution. her first husband was 

paul McWhorter, professor 

Emeritus of business administration, 

who died in 1997. 

Memorials  
Send memorials to honor UNT 

alumni and friends, made payable to 

the UNT Foundation, to the 

University of North Texas, Division 

of Advancement, 1155 Union Circle 

#311250, Denton, Texas 76203-5017. 

Indicate on your check the name of 

the memorial fund or the area you 

wish to support. You can  

make secure gifts online at  

www.development.unt.edu/givenow.  

For information about an  

existing  fund or to learn how  

to honor a friend or loved one,  

e-mail giving@unt.edu or  

call 940-565-2900. 

Lanny Sparks Garner (’72), 
panhandle :: He was a nationally 

recognized certified track builder 

and worked in the industry for 

more than 30 years. In 2004, he 

retired as president of VibraWhirl, 

founded by his uncle Marvin 
Sparks (’48). At North Texas, 

he was a member of the football 

team and Lambda Chi Alpha. He 

and his wife, Ronda Roberts 
Garner (’72), enjoyed doing 

mission work.

William Warner ‘bill’ burge 

(’76), Fort Worth :: He served in 

the U.S. Air Force for four years 

before earning his degree. From 

1977 to 1993, he lived in Seattle, 

Wash., where he was a manufac-

turer’s representative in the ortho- 

pedic supply business. After 

returning to Fort Worth, he taught 

English at Brewer High School.

Most recently, he was an associate 

of Coldwell Banker Realtors. 

 
 
 
 

 
1980s

Karen C. Janes (’80), 
Issaquah, Wash. :: She played 

and taught piano and double bass. 

She was the organizer and 

accompanist for the Northwest 

Recital Singers, principal bassist 

with the Bellevue Philharmonic 

Orchestra, president of Thalia 

Allied Artists and a member of 

numerous classical music organiza-

tions. She was an accompanist in 

more than 50 concerts a year and 

composed many songs published 

by Alberta Keys Publishers.

Michael Edward Daly (’89, 
’91 M.b.A.), Denton :: He was a 

member of the U.S. Army Air 

Guard and was an airline pilot for 

30 years. He worked for Braniff 

and Piedmont, and after retiring 

from U.S. Airways in 2007, he was 

employed with Southwest Airlines 

as a pilot trainee instructor.

 
 

 
1990s

barbara R. Jones Cramond 

(’92), Davenport, Iowa :: After 

raising her family, she returned to 

school and graduated from UNT at 

age 62. She earned her degree in 

clothing and textiles merchandising.

Jennifer Leigh Acker (’95 
M.S., ’08 M.p.A.), Farmers 
branch :: She was the assistant 

director of the Manske Library in 

Farmers Branch. She received her 

bachelor’s degree from Texas 

A&M University.

J. John battaglia (’95), 
Lewisville :: He had worked as 

an inventory analyst at Michael’s 

for five years. At UNT, he was a 

founding member of Delta Chi 

fraternity and was president of its 

North Texas alumni chapter in 

2007-08. 

 
Todd William Isern (’97, ’00 
M.Ed.), Irving :: He was a 

member of Delta Sigma Phi 

fraternity and taught in the 

Lewisville, Denton and Carrollton-

Farmers Branch ISDs.

Charles Donald Moore (’98 
M.Ed.), Whitesboro :: He earned 

his master’s degree from UNT in 

special education.

2000s

LaMar Denard Davis, 
Arlington :: He was a junior 

majoring in psychology.

George Richard Hart,  
Denton :: He was a senior 

biochemistry major who came to 

UNT in 2007.

Germaine Lance Dawson, 
Denton :: He was a four-year 

football letterman for the Mean 

Green from 2005 to 2008, playing 

linebacker and safety in 31 games. 

He was scheduled to graduate in 

May with an applied arts and 

sciences degree. 
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‘ I ShALL BE  
ETERNALLY  
GRATEFUL.’ 

YEARS AGO, MY FORT WORTH 
apartment was burglarized, and I was 
more than upset. I was hurt that I had 
been violated so.

Taking an inventory of the missing 
items — a television set, video recorder, 
stereo system, a couple of electric kitchen 
items, an old watch, loose coins — was 
one of the most distressing rituals I can 
remember. 

It was later that I thought to check the 
little black box that I’d hoped the thief 
had overlooked. But before I opened it, I 
knew the intruder had made off with my 
most treasured possessions at the time: 
my high school and college class rings.

Both rings had my name engraved 
inside the bands. For months, and in fact 
for a couple of years, I held out hope that 
I would one day hear the words, “Mr. 
Sanders, I think we have something that 
belongs to you,” from a police detective or 
pawnbroker. It never happened, and I 
eventually gave up hope of ever seeing my 
North Texas ring.

This was before I was married and 
long before my now 22-year-old son (a 
senior at UNT) was born. Yes, it has 
been that many years ago and still the 
memory stays with me.

Last year, a colleague at the Fort Worth 

Star-Telegram was cleaning out his desk 
before leaving the paper. He came across a 
1980 high school ring he had found on a 

downtown street two years earlier and 
charged me with finding its owner.

It took a while, but from the ring’s 
inscriptions and symbols I was able to 
narrow it to Union High School in Tulsa, 
Okla. A series of articles led me to the 
owner, a disabled veteran of the Persian 
Gulf War. (That’s another story.)

In that first column, I mentioned  
casually how my class rings had been 
“lost” as a way of explaining how signifi-
cant and symbolic such an item could be 
to a student.

I thought my story of the lost ring had 
ended once I connected the former Union 
High student with his ring. The true 
ending, however, came in April when I 
got my college ring back.

The UNT Alumni Association had 
heard about my loss and wanted to 
replace my ring. They invited me to the 
spring ring ceremony for the presentation 
and asked if I would speak about what  
the university and the symbol of the ring 
meant to me. 

I told the students that UNT was a 
place where I had been taught, prepared 
for a career, nurtured and encouraged.  
UNT was a place where I had been loved.   

In a Star-Telegram column the week 
after the ring ceremony, I explained my 
feelings this way:

“For a young man who grew up in a 
segregated world and who, at times, 
thought his wings had been clipped by 
society, I came to a university whose 
mascot was an eagle.

“That image on the ring, with its 
outstretched wings and poised talons, is a 
daily reminder that I attended an 
institution that gave me the courage and 
the ability to soar — far above the limits 
others had placed on me.

“For that I shall be eternally grateful.”   

 
Bob Ray Sanders is a Fort Worth  
Star-Telegram columnist and vice president/ 

associate editor. 

T H E  LAST Word

by Bob Ray Sanders (’69)

M
ike W

oodruff

Bob Ray Sanders (’69) received a replacement UNT class ring while attending the spring  
ring ceremony. The tradition, sponsored by the UNT Alumni Association, celebrates  
academic accomplishments. 



linebacker Craig Robertson  
believes his contributions off the field are just as  
important as the ones on the field. With a passion for  
creating a healthier society, he volunteers at local 
schools teaching young children the value of exercise  
and healthy eating habits. 

On the field, Robertson leads the Mean Green in  
interceptions, is a two-time all-conference performer  
and won the Byron Gross Award as the team’s most  
outstanding linebacker. He embodies the spirit of the 
Mean Green by making a difference in the lives  
of others.

This is UNT. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Buy your season tickets online or by phone today.  

BELIEVE IT.

Sept. 3  at Ball State
Sept. 12  Ohio
Sept. 19  at Alabama
Sept. 26  Middle Tennessee (Family Weekend)

Oct. 10  at Louisiana-Lafayette
Oct. 17   Florida Atlantic (Homecoming)

Oct. 24  at Troy
Oct. 31   Western Kentucky
Nov. 7   Louisiana–Monroe
Nov. 14  at Florida International 
Nov. 21  Army 
Nov. 28  at Arkansas State

North Texas Football 2009  

meangreensports.com
800-UNT-2366 | 940-565-2527

Dates subject to change.

Photo taken at the Selwyn School in Denton



Students build and spend a night in shelters made of cardboard  
boxes during UNT’s annual Shack-a-Thon to raise funds for  
Denton Habitat for Humanity. The event is sponsored by the  
Student Government Association.

The North Texan 
u n i V e R S i t y  O F  n O R t h  t e X a S 
Division of University Relations, Communications and Marketing
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