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CHAPTER I
INTRODUGCT I0W

Benite Pérez Gglildds bLegan his meonumental serles of hilasw-

torical novels,

Episodios pagionales, in the year 18735 when

ho é&a but thirty yeurs old, and they were to swbrade his
entire novelistiec career. His Tiret abiewmpt at his new

“senre” was Lo fontan

. de grg in 1870, This was 8 quasle

historiesl novel of revolublonary tendeney. Lg fonbana de
pro caused Galdde to discover his aptltude and liking for

nistorical fletion. This work was a great success and sn

inspiration to Galdbs. Inmediately he wenbt Lo work on his
seeond novel of this type, Bl sudax, published in 1871.

This novel deals with the forces responsible for Spanish &be
solubism.

With the coumpletion and the suecess of these Lwo novels,
Gulidds had bo coms to a great decision. Should he continue
writing his new Ygenre" or should he adhers to his contempo~
rary novels? Well prepared as he was to carry out his new
great idea in modernising the Bpanish nowvel of nistoricsl
gignificsnes, he was relstively slow in answering the call
of destiny., He kept Ilnvading the libraries in search of
historiesl dats, end he attended literary circles, called

keriuliss, snd took coplous noles in preperation for his
fubure task., His personal affairs, and particularly his
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mother, had a part In his hegitancy in contimuing wyiting
novels dealing with the social problems of his day.

In his first two navala, Galdbs tried Lo teach the
Spaniards the dangers of an extreme radieallsm and to show
them the need of a slow and calculated progress. He iiked
the idea of bringing out a certaln historical period when he
wrote La fontane de org and El pudez. Then he determined to
capitalize on the Spanish history of the ninetesnth é@nﬁuryg
A% first he thought only of the Napoleoni¢ period, but then
- be depided that it would be mora {itting to continue up %o
Fernando VII. He perceived the different historical events,
a8 he progressed with his task, with a fixed ides a£?what he
wished to realize. Berkowlitz sayss ,

He wented to revitalize and modernigze the national

Spanish novel and at the same time provids an outliet

for sction, the great idea which the Glorious Revoluw

tion had failed to convert inio & living reallity; the
great idea whieh was belng stifled by ignoranee, demg-
goguery, fanaticism, violence, intransigence, and all
the other forms of woral and spiridtual hidevusness re-
sponeible for the defoprmed national conscience~«this
great idea would regsin its forese and vitality in a ge-
riss of short, pleasant, hiptoriesl novels. DBanite

Galdbs was eellsd by destiny bo lead a truly gloricus

revolutionl IHe would give Spain not another govermment

but & new national conscience. (&, b. 97)

He went into almost complete seclusion with little or no

contect with the outside world, He dedicated himself body

and soul to the prodigious task of writing the ol
nacionaley.,

The Epilsodios upacionsles were written in series. The

twonty volumes of the [irst two series appeared at regular
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intervals from 1873 Yo 1899, In the latter y@&f, he thought
that he had finished this work of historiesl meaning and Ge=
voted himsell to the contemporary novel for a number eof

years, lowever, nipetsen years luber he rasumed his writing

of the 5

isodlios pnagionales and he wrote the third and
fourth series from 1898 to 1907, His seris finsl came from
1807 to 1918, In all he wrole forty-six novels of ghiﬁ
class, |

The Episodios nagionales are divided into two divisions

or periods., The HEplg

iips of the first perled desl with the
events of Spanish history from the battle of Trafalgar down
to the death of Pernsndo VII and the beginning of the Civil
Wars; those of the second period deasl with the politieal upe
E@aval wiiieh prepared the way for the constitutional regime.

T,

In the first serles, comprising ten Eplsodios, the his-

torical element 18 of primary lamportance, and the putriotlie
note stands oubt. According to Alsyebn Capilla:

Como una obssesibdn brotd de suys labiocs, al dar nombre al
primer tome de la primera serle de los Hpisodlos, la
palabra Trefalear; en los gue Galdds se puso de parte
del partido del pueblo, de los frailes, y de la fe.

(3, pp. Bl-5u) ‘ | »

In these novels Gsldds gives us the prose epic of modern
Spein moved by the traditional spirit of petriotiec fervor
rather than by scepticlem snd ivony. In the first twoe vole
unes of bthe first series, he portrays the condition of Bpain
before the wars against Napoleon. In the following volumes,.

he gives the several stages of the wawvs, the uprieings of



the people, and the politleal changes imaugurated in Cadiz,
Walton gives a short swumeary of the [irst serless

The hero of this series is an obsoure vetsran,
Gabriel de Arsesli, a native of Cadiz, who has been
brought up in the lowest quarters of the btown. IHe en~
teras the service of 2 m&v&l‘ﬁ&ptaimf dlonso Gutibrres
de Clasnlega, and is present at the "glorious defeat® of
Trafalgar, Then hls adventurous tempsrament draws him
to Hadrid, where he forms an 1llleit union with sn see
tress of the Teatro del Principe, Pepits Gonzélez, and
thus acquires an intimete knowledge of "lLa Corte de
Carles 1iV.," witnessing the grudual rapprochement be-
tween the various grades of soelebty; the palace in-
trigues; the gresn~room scendals of the day. He
becomes engaged to a poor girl, Infs, who eventually
turns out to be the deughter of a counbess, in ths
approved feulllston style. In the love story of Ga-
briel and Inbs, we have, indeed, & typical feuilleton
plot with ite duels, rapes, and abductlons, corresponi-
ingy in the emotional sphere, to stirring events of
contemporary hlstory. The fall of Gedoy, the "Dos de
ieyo®, the herolsm of generals, "guerrilleres®, snd the
common people--&ll are brilllantly pictured. Subsidie
ary characiers abound in the complicated action. In
one of the Episodes of this series, Arsceli, who hag
hitherto been the narrator of the story, gives plaece to
his friead, Andrbés Marijuan, who gives an account of
the siege of Gerona, wlth & skilful mingling of comedy
and tragedy in the thieves'! den where the two children,
lapolet and Badoret, are employed. The tltanic conw
flict betwsen stolc valour and the instinct of selfe
proservation makxes thils history sublime. . . . In
spite, however, of a certain atumosphers of artificlale
ity, Galdbds succeveds in gripping the reader; but it is
in the history rather than in the fletion that we are
interested. (4, pp. B58=5H)

In the second series the dramatic slement stanﬁé out
wore thanm the epic slement, Hers the historiecal elament is
subordinated to the fletlonal; the historical element is no
longer the important interest of the novel. The adventures
of the revolutionaries and resctionaries are interwoven with

the story of the bitter strugszle between Salvador Hdnsalué,



the illegitimate son of Fernsnde Garrote, and his halfw
brother, Carlos; the violsnce of the strugple bstweon {he
traditlonal and the modern trends ls seen in ths confliet of
these cheracbers. Becauss both love Jensra, thelr bitiers
nese and hatred for each other, politiecally, is Intensified,
Their hatred is pavalleled only by the two rival faqti@na of
reforn and obscurantism in Spain. Had the chavecterigation
been more comvineing in the sesond series, this ﬁa?iéﬁ would
ha#a been betier than the first beceuse of the stressing of
the human slement instead of the historiecal,

Honsalud is porirayed as an intellectunl doctrinaire
who is inconsisbent with his politieal ideology. Libsral in
intentlion, he has no falth in the ldeas of any politieal
party. Osrlos is depicted as an extreme fanatic, moved by
his ewmobtion rather than by loglc. Jenara, too, 12 not con=-
vineing. She, too, like lMonsslud, is inconsistent in her
behavior--aiding revolutionaries te escape while claiming to
be a staunch absolutist, and in the end changing bo radleale
ism. "

The plot develops faster im the second series, but the
eplec and dramatic elements of the flrst series are stlll
presents however, the dromatic element stends ocut in the
second series. In the first series the story runa%cémtinuw
ously from Irafailgar, the first volume, to the last volume
of the series, La batolls de los grspiles. In the second

pseries the relation between the different volumes iz not so



tlose, These books con be resd a3 separsate novels becsuse
the agtion is not subeordinated vto the gonersl thems, Galdds
continues this disintegration of the main action in the
Epispdios of the second perlod until, in the fourth and
fifth geries, the thresd thatl connects the individual show
rises lg ocut off,

have one

The second and third serles of the B Lsodion

glement in commonewthey both tend to infuse 1ife into hise

tory. The third ssries begins with Zumalaclrregui and onds

wivth Bodag reales. All these novels present the political

struggles from the death of Fermendo VII bo the msrrisge of
Isabel I1 to Francisco de Asis. The whole sories, from be-

- Bianing to end, 1ls saburated with the sywmbolis. .Twa half~
sisters, of aristocratic origin, are not on good borme with
eael obher becauss of financial interests in an estate,

their difference in personalities, and their outlook on life,
‘They have & bitter struggle to marry thelr &a&@h%#é&j by
contract. A series of vomenbtic couples iz pr&a@ﬁteﬁ in the

fashion of the middle ages.

In the fourth and £ifth sevies of the Fplsodios, the .
~end of the Revolution of 1868 is reflected with all the péﬂ
litical events thet led to the overthrow of Issbel IT. The
war i no longsyr Lhe war of independenes) it 15 o ciwil war
cauged by dynastie, politieal, aad‘raligigus matters. In
the later sories the filctiopal element i rudimentary, with

the exceptlon of the first volwse of the fifth series,



Panefin sin proy. I[n this novel, Galdds becomes melodramable

for the last time, wibth c love story that is tragic. The

¥

izst Bplsodio, Cdnovas, covers from the restorabion of the

monArehy in Ssgunto until just before the [irat ministry of
Alfonan KIL,

The purposs of this thesis ile fto make & study of thne

third and fourth series of tho Episodios nacionsles, The
study will deal with the plot structure, the characterizaw
tion, and the h.sboricity of the twenty novels whieh wake

up the two Beries.
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CHAPPER II

PLOTS OF THE NOVELS OF THE THIRD AND FOURTH
SERIBS OF THE BPISODIOS NACIONALES

Upon the complotion of the second series of the Eplag=
dios nscionales, Galdbs hued solemnly promised his readers
that he would never again take up his peun to write hiﬁtafi#
cal novels. It was o harsh promise, for the Eplsodios were
& dependable soures of income. He kept his promise for
almost two decades, however, and devobed his tlme to the
contemporary novel., How would the public react now if he
were to announce his intentlion to resuxe hist&riaa&zfiatzan?
At the time he took lsave of his réaﬁara, he aﬁsign&d two
principal reasons for his step: first, thet the persons and
@ﬁ@ﬂ%s connscted with the periocd following the a@até ol Fors
nande VII were itoo nesrly contemporary to bs ﬁrﬁﬁtea @ith
‘pyepar o@gadtivity; saecond, that he suspected the publie of
being tiraé of hls firat two series, amm@riaiﬁg,tW@nty alod 28
ols (1, p. %54). In 1897, in the light of his pressing
finaneial needs; it sscemed to him that thess s%jaéiiénﬁ
night be diemissed. His second reason had e@rﬁaihly lost
its validity, for & now genoretion of readers hﬁﬁlgréwn up
who needed spliritusl stimulus. The ra@am@raﬁian‘af £hﬁ ne=
 tional consclence, which he had andertaken in lﬁ?ﬁ;'%as

atill,iﬁeamyl@té. The spiritual restlessness in Spoin was

9
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vory acubte, The disaster of the Spanish American War had
Spain threavened by peralysis and asphyxziation,. Galidbs,
however, was optimistlc and refused to join the ghost geners
ation of 1898. Here he saw his opportunity Lo return to
hisgtorical Fietion. Friends encouraged him to do so, and
with his characterisiic snergy he began the preparation of

the third series of Episodios naeionales.

Quite appropriately, the new periss opened with a vole
ums sbout the famous Cerlist military lesder, ?ﬁmﬁ&_ﬁﬁmala;
chrregui. To obtain documentation aboub this &ﬁd @%§$?
important actors in the first Carlist War, CGaldbs m&ﬁ& an
axﬁeﬁ@@ﬁ tour of Guiphzeos, Vizeays, and Nevarrs, where he
gained Flrst~hand infaf@atian of the land, the people, éna
facts about the Carlist general. The first volume of the
ghrrepul, gives the different stﬁgﬁs of

third series, Zumals

the battles and evenits that tock place in the struggle for
the throne of Spain hebwsen the abmolutlsts and hh& libar&lé
in the slege of Bilbao. ‘

In thie novel, Josd F&ga, a person of mundane Life,
elopes with Salomé Ulibarri. Because of his bad charactor,
| shé ig foreed 4o leave him., She cannot go back honme, faﬁ she
nas dishonored her family. Pago decides to change his way
of 1life snd becowes & priest. He joins the Carlist fuctiem
to carry on hiz peligious @ark. General Zumaluclrregul cape
tures the city of Mirands de Arga where Adridn Uliberri, the

1

alealde, who is the father of Selomb, is taken prisonsy.
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While Ulibverri iz awolling his fate, Pago is sont Lo his
cell bto heay his confession. HBscogniszing Ulibarri, Fago
feols sorry for whaet he hap done to him and his deughtor.
He g never lorgiven f@? nis setiops and he lives with &
guilty conscience. In the meanbime, Salowd ig spying for
the liberals, and she wanders frow one faction to the other
in her work. Beecause of the nature of her sciivitiss, she
nas gelined a bad name. |

Fago decides to become a soldier and lesve the priesbe
bood, Zumalaclrregul gives him an opporbunity Lo éervs in
the army, end he is azsigned to e batialion, whore he proves
to e & good goldler, While fighting in the battle of Ar-
guijas, he has & vision of Uliberyi inm which ne stabs the
ghost., Losing his mind, he wanders sbout and snds up in

eristing hands. Here he is told that Salemd i3 in thet ares

and that she is the wistress of a Carlist prisst. He is an=-
gered and refuses to believe it. When Pago rebturns to the
Carlist side of the battle lines, a friend tells him what he
already knows about Saloméls activities, He is offered t!
job of capburing Balomd, the spy, and of bringing her %o
headguarters, Accepting the offer, he gues after her. His
efforts to logcate her are all in valn,

Iu the wmeantlme he hes become Bn intlmabe friend of
Goneral Zumalsclrregul., The labter's strong pﬁrsanaiihy snd
kind d.sposition towards him impresses Pago, and he learns

to love the general alsost to the polnt of idolatry. At the
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end of the story, Zumalaclrregui, dies of 2 bullet woundj
three hours lster Fago dies from ihe shoock, A8 The Dunersl
procegsion goes fo ehurch, everybody mourns and watches in
silonce=-all but one. She saye: "Bien mmerto estf... Mandd
fusilar a mi padrg,” (ﬁg, Do 311} Shoe was Salend,

Near the end of the novel Galdée gives a good ﬂﬁ&ﬁ?iﬁw
tion of the topography of the Basque regione and of the
Basque people that he knew so well, inaluﬁiﬁg 2 good charagw
ter description of Zumalscrregul, the great Carlist military
haro, The Basgue General 1s, in this novel, the historleal
hero, while Fﬁgu, the priest, is the fietional hero. Galdds!
purpose is bo show that even though the fietionsl ai@m@nﬁ
predominates in this s@ries,‘tha historical ﬁaakg%ﬁﬂﬁ& in

8till present.

The second veluwe of the third ﬁé%ies, Hendisfbal,
deals with the politieal events @hiah wore happening in
Spain during the time that Juan Alvarsz Mendizfbsal was prime
minister, in the year 1835. ©The prodagoniast of this novel,
Pornandeo Calpena, arrives in Hadrid from France. Of obscure
origin, be is handsome, wslle-mannered, and educated. At
first sight, he has an sir of eristocracy., He is revelived
and treatsd royally, but he doses not understand why, since
he knows no one. He meets Podro Hillo, a prlest, who proe
sides in the house where he is taken, The itwo form o Friend-
ship whieh is %o last through the entire stery. Fernsndo

relates the story of his 1life to Hillo-«the obscurity of his
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origin, whers he was yesred, and why he came to Medyrid
locking for employuent.

Soon anonymous letters begip to come to Fernande., In
these letters he is told not to worry, for he will be taken
care of. A4All of these letters shiow that tho writer has a
beneficent inberest, and so Ferpendo is p@ﬁviﬁad With,mﬁney
end what he needs, He does not kuow what to think of this,
but Hillo, who is now like a father to him, advises him to
accept this kindness, as he says,from the "mano ccultal,

A position is fo@?ﬁﬁ Bim in a ministerial office, and
he tekes it. It 18 soon evident that the Ymano oculta™ is a
woman who is educated, wealthy, end influential, In due
time, Fermande is out in soclieby mweking friends, He has &
love affuir with a girl, but the secret woman steps in,

Later he meets Aurora Hegretii, an orphan, who i1s under
ths care of Jacoba Zashbn. Aura, as durors 1s called, has
inherited & huge fortune Ifrom her father, and Mendizdbsl is

-

her trustee. The incbgnite objects to his marrying Aura.

Hillo sxhorts him to obey her., But Pernando answers in
these wordss

Sey un hombre; tengo un alme gue e miz, unae
inteligonecin que me pertenecs, y con sllas siento y
jusge 1o gue me incumbe, Ni de usted ni deo ese desco-
necida persona adumlio lecclones, nl soy wa ulfio pera
roclbirlss an esa forma. Qulen nunca ne tenido fomiw
Lia, bien puede declararse independiente cowo 1o hago
ye ahora. Ia soledad en gue he vivido me ha ensedade
& golernarme por mi wiswo. Soy libre, Sr. D. Pedrol a
nadie me soweto, Los qus me protegen por motivos que
aun ostén rodeados de obscurided, que den la cava, y
entonces hablaremos. 51 consegulmos entendesrnos, bien,
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¥ 81 no, lo miswo. Uo slioro mis propdsilios, no me sge
mebo, no me rindo. (16, w4¢3«c44)

The inecdgnita, fearing FPernandots romantic attituds, are
ranges to have him bransferred Lo ancther province, snd he
rofuses Lo ga.v To solve the dilesws, she has Fernando pub
in jail on false polibiesl charges, Hille is also placed in

jail, «nd the inclgnita writes him a letter of explaonstion.

Bith this 9x@lanatisn, the nevel ends,

This novel has the slement of suspense in that the cen=
tral,figuréﬁ pass from one volunme im$a &ﬁ@§hﬁr, The passing
of classliclasm and the entering of r@%@nﬁizism, so prevalent
2% that age, is seen in this novel.

The next novel, De Ofinte g La Gfﬁaja, historically is
the story of the mutiny of La Granjs led by Sergeant Glmez,
during which the Comnstibtublon of 1812 was proclaimed, with
Isabel az Constitublonal Jueen and her mother as Regent,
Queen Cristine was {orced to slgn o decree ﬁrﬁavémg‘thai the
Constitution of 1Bl should be obeerved until the Cortes dew
cided Iox the futurs.

Fernande Celpens and Podro Hille, imprisonsd on false
political charges in the previous novel, reappsar in this
stery. .While they are in Jail, the secrst woman writes Lo
Fernsndo reprimsnding him for his behavieor. Simulbaneocusly,
she writes to Hille telling her plans to free them, for
Hille is now in her confidence snd is also helping Lo save

Farpopdo {rom his aadness,
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Through the moutb of the incdgnita, Geldbs relutes to

hig reeders bthe events which are Loking plaege in dpain st
this time as ehe deplores the chaes in wihlich Spolin [inds
hersell, She speusks ol the corruption of the press, polliie
cal inbrigues, and the Ybarber shop" wilitery strategists,
She praises Oeneval C8rdova and laments his fallures, She
vekes this observatlon in whiech CGsldds shows the absurdity
of the Spsnish people: "En tlempes de guerre mandsn log
civiles; on tiempo de poz sanderdn lag espadeones... no serd
{loje empolladurs 1o que nos dejard la guerre civil..."”

{6, p. 37)

While in jeil, Fernando learns from fellow prisonsrs
that a revolubion against Yueen Cristina is in progregs in
the north, From them, slso, hﬁ hesrs that Aure 1o Loling
sent teo a northern provioes with an vacle, Jdelfonso Now
grotii., %he mystery woman offers Fernande his liberty 1f he
sgeepts & transfer bo Cadis snd promises 4o {forget Aura, e
sccepls, only Lo bresk his promise laster. His love for Aura
makes him go in seerch of herv, With Rapella, o diplomet,
Fernando goos to Dflate where the diplomab 1t to noot Don Sew
Lastibn, the Infante, in sn slfort to end the war Ly aps
ranging & Poyal DArPiase.

The hereo {imds Aurals uncle, Negretiti, at éﬁ&ﬁe~aﬂd
discovers that she is not with him there., Fegretti tells
him that she 18 ab Dormeo wikh his wife, snd esks him nob

Lo Dother her for e whiole, betause she has been 111 pince
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they were separated. Pernando vromlses nob to go 8o hor,
and he keeps his presise, for he lntends bto marry her.

At this bime, the Corllsts ave foreed to svacuate Ofiate
begause Lthe llberals sre neay the city with strong forees.
Eyerybody is hustily getbting oul of the city, and In the
turmoll Fopnando meets Dewetrla de Casiro and her sister;
Gracia. They ask him to help them get thelr sick father oub
of the elty. Alongo de Castre, & wealthy nobleman, has been
canturad by the Carlists und pleced in jaill, Because he has
lost his mind, hls deughtors have come from La OGnardla teo
take him home,

Although Fernsndo hag his froubles, his kindnsss does
ot peruit bim to refuse at this time, He staris howme with
the three peoplel on the way Alongo dies, and Fernando is
wounded in the leg by & bapd of Cavlisbta, He manages bto gstb
to Lo Guardla and kas to spend two months in Demaisiafﬁ hong.
Here he is trested Llike & king; he and Demetries Lmproass euch
other with thelr grest intelligence and undevstanding, Along
with other things, Peorpando relastes the story of Aura,

His long absence hes caused Hillo and the mystery woman
to worry., However, bhey coumunicate with ezch other by leote
ter, and at the end of the nowvel, the mystery woren discloses
herself and dells Fernundo that she is his mother.

This novel, De Ufiate s La Orania, 1s avtistically con-
ceived and powerfully expresased. True to Galdbs? habit of

geeing people in groups, he makes the whole Spanish nation
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the trus protagonist.  §5 gives an lmmenee variety of char-
actera~--all iIn their proper role. In this story his sabtire
ig so subtle that it is herdly discernlble, and it haa the
supreme virtue of undersianding.

Luche

The fourth novel of the third serles, a, relates

the historieal events bthet took place Iin Spainm while Ealdow
mero Bapartero waa in power. OChamplon of the Constitutlon
of 1837, defender of Luchans and Bilbao, and leader of the
Progressive Party in OSpain, he was ereated Count of Luchana.

Thiis novel begins with Fernando Calpens still in la
Guardia at Demetrists house recuporating from the wound in
his leg., His mother has now revealed her ldentity, and he
seems happy. The conatant sitream of letters that his mother
writes tells him the latest political events which led to
the mutiny of La Granja. A1l the people at @ﬁm@tri&fs come
to Pernende to get the nows that his mother relates, and in
this way he has made himself popular,

His mother now decides that her son should go abead and
marry Aurve if he so desires., Hs recovers guflficiently %o
leave La Guardis and Demetrin, and he goes ilun searsh of Aura,
He joins Hsperterots army snd enters Bilbaso. Here he finds
out that Aura isg murried to Zolle Arratia, her cousin, whope
strong will has Toreed her to murrvy him., PFernandots disape
pointment iz grest, A storm rages within his soul, and he
gives vent bo his sentiments in the lines thai follows

"Pienso... gque hacen blen los cerlistas enm no dejar en Bilbao
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yiaﬁfa sobre pledra,.. plenso gue ls Humsnldad es una visja
e@iaatina, ¥ la Matursaleza uns mjer frégil,.,“-(lﬁ, e E?Q)

The wanner in which Galdbs presents history is very ine
tergsting., IHe relstes histeoriecal facts with sueh ease th&t'
he seems indifferent to them; but in the end he will bring
out some great personalitvy like Espertero. In this volume
Guldbs gives his first impressionistic deseription in the
abnormal character of Churi, a complstely deafl boy who could
hardly speak and who bod given up all hopes of social equal~
1ty. This volume is also pregnant with grest passages of
literary value and sublime thoughts whieh give Galdés' now
view of spiritusl reorientation.

Lo campafia del Heestrazgo, the next novel, reveals the

appalling ferocity of the Carllist War through the conflict
betwesn General Cabrera, a Carlist;, and General Noguera, a
liberal commander. Clarks deseribes the struggle as "a dise
mal and terrible rivalvy in cruelty that extinguished all
principles of humenity and soldierly hﬂmar.“‘(z, p., 125)

The novel begins with the adventures of Den Beltrdn, an
Aragonese nobleman who appeared in the previocus novel, Pene
niless and old, he leaves hls howme because of family tronbe
les. He goes in search of his friend, Juan Luco, with the
idea of getiing financial help. He discovers thaet Ilnco hes
been killed in the war and that only two of his chlldren re-
main alive-~iercelsa, & min, and Francisco, & student of

theology. Beltrfn finds the pun dolng religious work in the
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nmuerte, s8ipo gue ls deses, Cuenba Fusebio en sus

Anales que, "balléndose los mirtires presos, so alegrae

ban ereyendo hablan de ser los primeros gque soeasan &

martivizar, y cuande no lo eran, guedaban desconlolaw

Despite the faet that Galdbs was wmore interesied in the
middle =nd lower classes, he 18 now portraying the noblesa.
The personality of Don Belirdn, the Aragonese noblemsn, is
brilliantly brought out, along w.th a long list of relatives,

Galdbst profound knowledge of provineial Spain 18 ree
voaled in La gampefls del Heestraggo. The freguent use of
Basgue and Catalonian terms by the characters is parblcouw
larly interssting.

The sixth novel of this series, La estafets romintics,

diflers from the previous novels in bthe form in whiﬁﬁ,ﬁ&kﬁéa
writes 1t. In thie volume each chapter iz a long 19ttﬁr

from ons cheracter to aneother. The continuity of the advenw
tures of the protegonist, Fernande, was breken in Ia coupafin

del Haestrasmo and is rosumed in this story.

The plot of this novel is the sbrugsle bebtween two holfe

sistere to marry thelr sons %o the saws girl, Demetria,

Juane Terssa de Savififn wanits ner son, Hodrige, to merry De=
mebria; Pilar de Loayso wants her son, Fernande, to marry

the same gird. The leiter iz of an aristoeratic fumily and
hae all the desirable gualities, Hodrigo has proposed Lo
Bﬁm@tria, bat sbe does nol love him, and she glves him an
indefinite answer,., On the other hend, Fernandols denliings

with Demetria have always been of a Ifriendly nature because



of the unwsual way in which they wet when he helped her Lo
gscape Trom Ofate.

Fileay and Valwaeners, & elese friend, have boen secretly
plenning for this mwmrriage sfter Pernandots disappointment
when Awurs wes merpied to Zollo, Now Plliar heog glven enough
money and other yaluables Lo Feynapdo to meke him & mon of
finenelal neans. Through Beltrén, Hillo, end Valvaneora,
Perpands iz persuaded to burn his attoentlion towsrd Demetris.
However, his i1llegitimsey iz & stligma that haunts him, and
he fsels paworthy of her, o hils own way he tells Hillo:

Lo situscido moral y psicoldgien en que me oncusntro

aumente de un modoe inerelible wmi vespeto & la sin payp

mayorasga. Creo qus si ante elle me viese do improviso,
me bturbaria como pobre chicuslo sin socledad, sducado
sn convento o sominerlio, que tlembla y s¢ ruboriza ante
uns mujsr. Observe qué sentimlientes nacen en nui, al
pensar en Demebria, ¥y por mfes gue me ssiudio, sdlo en-
cuentro verglienza, cortedad, una infinits wodestla ante
criabturs ban fuevte y grande, Ho dudes gue soy una
nelidad social y moral. HL smor pirop.o en rulias me
gofale como el Glbine de los sesres. 19, DP. Z0ER05)

Juana Teressz diseovers this seeret planning that Pilar
ig doing te merry off the bhoy, and she threatens to retalle
ate by making publie the illegitimacy of Fernando. The
story ls contiauwed in the next novel, Vergara.

In Lo estufete romfntica, Galdds! intent to satirize

solitical, seeial, moral, and religious customs of modern

iF

pain with medieval Lones is oubstanding. He especlally

14

brings out the practice of the meitr.monlos de gonvenisncla

in the fashion of El sf de las Another practice

satirised wag the securing of positions in the hierarehy of



22

the church and the state by persons of influsnce, The lite
erary interest ls portrayed in the character of Fernande,
who sess himself g o Spanlard who is the produect of the
epoch that sees the passing of classicism and the antering
of romanticism. In & letter to Hillo he requests books ss
followas

In vez de sszos librobtes gue inducen & la melancolia,

hﬁﬁ nﬁ,gaquet% ganyﬁé DReVe ﬁigmg de V%ﬁtg@ Hago, ;
igedo, irane ds Padun, con abrisio de Balle lsle,

' 2s, y todo 1o demAs que de 6ote gaara sneusntreg

en oasa de Boix, y me lo achas pars asd con sl primer
ordinarlie gue salga. Que soan en francds: no qulero

traduccliones.

® - - - - kN *

Anora qua ne AEUErdo: sdndane t&mbxén,&i t@m& de
peesias de Vietor Ha&a, iolas de obofio. Este poeta me
snloquece. De Walter Seobtt guiere iz Plancés ﬁa h&ﬁﬂrm
HOOr, que eonozes y qulero leer de nuevo, y ia
de Perth, gue nv conoczeo. He slanto fvide de gae@ ay
Titeratura; mas no me mandes nads ﬁlé%luﬁ, QUE MO BPEBe
ta. {9, pp. 172-1Y3)

The adventures of Fernande Calpensa are continued in the
next volume, Yergara., Aurora's marriage bo Zoilo Arratia
caused & great disappointment im him, TKow he finds himsell
in the village of Villareaye with Valvanera, his motherts
cloge friend. Valvanera treats him like a son and helps him
to Torget his troubles. Although his mother has revealed
her identliy, he has never seen her, bub she promisss to
wake that pessible soon.

in the weantime, Fernando takes a trip to Mirande with
his frlend, Hillo, Here Fernunde finds Zoilo in Jail., BHe
also discovers that Zeilo is innocent of the charges. Feele

ing sorry for him, he determines to help nim get out of Jald



ag soon a8 possible. However, Fernands and Hillo return
home, snd upon thelr arrivel, he is surprised by the press
ence of his wmother, In due tiwe he tells her of Zoilots
troubles and asks her permission to go help him,éu%. Reluow
tant st first, she concoedes in this manner: "Hijo, mle, yeo
te privé de la voluntad en une 8posa de revolucibn} pero te
la he devuelto., En %1 resigno toda auboridad; tu corazbn
grande 2 t1 v & 21 nos gobierna., Conflio en Dios, gue aparw
tarf de tu cabeza tsdo mal,“ {1, p. 71}

Becauge of Fernando's influencs with.ESQa%%arw, he has
no trouble freoing Zoilo. The prisoner 1z furiousn bdcause
Pernando is his liberator and says: ”Yﬂ»quﬂria41a 1iberbtady
pero gusria que me ls diese otro, no usted." (21, p. 77)
Pernande tells him thet they must forget their differences
and that he st think sboubt his wife and return to her,

In the remainder of the novel, Fernando and Zoilo bew
eome good friends. The exigencies of the war force them to
fight together for Bsparterc against the Carlists in the
battles thet ended with the Convention of Vergara.

FYernando leaves Zolilo when Esparberc sends him on &
special mission o desl with the Cmrlist General, Harobo.
In the meantime, Zoile is captured by the Carlists after he
hes distinguished himself as a brave fighter. While ab Duw
rango, Fernando sess Aurcrs and her baby from s nelighborts
nouse but doss not leot her see him. He iz tompted %é talk

o her, but shows bis will power by controlling his emotions.
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When Fernando returns to meet with Espartero at the
Convention of Vergara, ne ﬁi&aaw&rs thet Zollo iﬁla priponer
of the Carlists. Immediately he obtaims hie freodom from
Maroto and takes himgta his father who is walting for him.
Zoilo and his fether go home to Aura, the baby, aﬁﬁ_ﬁh& Lae-
ily. ;
| Historieally Yergars is ths stery of %ha,maetiﬁg of the
two famous generals, Baldomerc Espartero and‘ﬁafaaiLﬁarat@,
in the Convention of Vergara. This mﬂaﬁiég brought'éa end
to this phase of the Carlist War. Oaldds relates the prine
~eipal events of the Civil Viar, and at the same time he btells
politieal h&pg@ninga that taks place on both sides. He
 shows no parbiallby in bringing out the virﬁmﬂa‘ar'dﬁfaatﬁ
of belh sides, yot he does not remain peubral.

In this novel Galdbs deseribes Fermandols Feelings and
lmpressionistie vislon when he s¢es Aurors after a long
lapse of time in these lines: "La impresibn recibida fub
comn una serie de impresiones muy répidas, de centfsimes de
segundo; la lmz vibrante cambisba el eolor y las 1ineas,
(Habls visto une imagen tewbloresa en rAfagas del airef”
(21, p. 209) In onother chapter Fermando feems 1like &n ane
}gal to Don Sabino Arratia, Zoilo's father. He s&ys;’ "EBs
usted un fngel, Agquiline, un fngel sin alms." (21, p. 248)
He is rafarring to Pernando's generosity, kindness, merey,
and loves Galdbs uses the effgcts of light and color to

bring out the dramstic elsment,
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In lontes de Qea, the novel which follows Yevgars, Fer-

nande doesg not appear. Sanblago Ibero is the protagonist in
this story. He was last ssen ln the Basque regions {ighting
on the same side as FPernando at the end of the first Carlist
War, Ibero, a colenel, is now in Medrid with Hepartero and
hie wife, Jacinta, who have & great deal of affection for
 him, While in 8 café, Ibero is aal;&é to the apartment of
Pedro Gullo, He goss to the spartment amd Gallo introduess
him to Don Manuel Hontes de Oes, an ex-minister of the Crown,
Montes de Oes tries to induce Ibero to join him in a revo-
lution egainst Espartero. Ibero refuses in these wordss
Sr. de Montes de Oca, usted es elocuente; yo, po=
bre soldade, no sé mie que sentlr. Slenko las ideas...
no s& i digo disparate. In mi corazbn, en mi ¢aboza
dura, las iunﬁa con ¢l honor, con el deber militar, con
Jla idolstria de misn jefles, bajo cuyas ordencs he dervas
mado mi sangre; las junto tawmbién cen el amor de mi
guerids patrla, de la libertad, a quien adoro sin sabgy
por gud... y eon todas estas cosas hago un solo senbiw
mienbo, gue es ml vide, Asl sag, y asi me encontrard
usted siempre. Conmigo no podra nsted ganar batalles,
¥ yo har$ susnto pusda pars gue las pilerda, {17, p. 45)
With this reply, he takes his leave and goess to his hesdw
guarters. In the meankine, Ibero asks Espartero for &
transfer to the Basqgue provinces because he 1s on the verge
of breaking relations with Gracila de Castro, who lives In La
Guardia, The Genersl can not comply, and he 13 forced teo
remalin in Hadrid,
Ibero visits the house of Joséd Milagro, who has two
daughters, Hafsels and Marla Luisa, The former is mavried,

but has 1@ft'hé§,haaband. A love affelir desvelops between
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Ibero and Rafdels, but 1t is severed in a short time, How~
syver, the Colonsl continues his visits on a friendly besis.
A8 & result af‘th@ir romanee, Hafaela begins to go out st
alght with different men. In the absence of her father,
Teero assumes autboriiy over her apd reprimands her for her
actions, |

One night while Iberoc is trying bto discover s conspira~
¢y, he sees Rafaels come out of a hiding plsce with & man
‘wham he gould not recognize. He asks her for the mﬁﬁ*s NANS 4
but she refuses t¢ tell him, She doss tell him that this
man 18 the only man she really loves, but that he will be
gone fcrav@r; |

vWihen the moderates begin the revolubtion againﬁﬁ Eeparﬂ
tero in the North, Ibsrots golumn is transferred to help
guppress 1, The leader of the revolution, Honbtes de Oca,
is captured and sentenced to death, Orders for the execuw
tion fall mp&ﬁbeara, He discovers that Montes de Qva is
Rafaela's true love, but he has to carry out his orders,

T Galdds excels in his charscterizatlon, not only in the
outstanding eharacters,but sleo in the minor ones., For exs
ample, he portrays Halaelo as & materismiist who 1doks on
poverty as a deadly sin. She goss to any extreme for money,
and finally ghe marries o rich wan and "lives happily ever
after?, Bantiage Ivero, ﬁjmbolixiﬁg war, is well portrayed

‘when he says after breaking with Graels: "jla Guerral , ., .

Los dies mAs penosos de la campaifia, aqudllos en que me vi en
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mayores peligros, en gque sufri wmis hambres, fusron, jay!
los mhs felices de mi vida... Y& no volverdsn.®" (17, p. £8)

The next novel, Los Ayaecuchos, is & volmme In which the

novelistlc and the historicsl slements ars cleverly .nlerye
woven, The story beglins with the sttempbed kidnaping of
Gueen Isabel II by Dlege Lebn and Hanuel Conche. The h@rﬁr
of previpus novels, PFernandeg Csipena, appears ajain,

Valvaners and Pilar make arrvangswments to marrey ?arnﬂaﬁ@
’ta Demetria, sebting the time and place, The two agree te
- the plans arranged for thewm, and they have thelr first moebs
ing in Sapaniego where they are o be married. Becouse .
Gracias is deathly sick on sccount of her breaking %iﬁh Thoro,
Demetria is forced to postpone the wedding. She psrsuadesg
Pernsnde be walt uubtll Graela cen recover, and the task of
bringing Ibere back bto Graeis lg imposed upon him.

Ibero is 1in Barcelona vwhere he is preparing fﬁr‘thﬂ
priesthood, for he, too, had suffered & disappointwment when
he ended his love affnir. He elected to bury his troubles
in this way. Fernandots merviage oan take place as gsoon as
he can get this coupls Logether egain. He ftriss to talk to
Thero, but the slevics obstruct him. He has no alternative
but to kidnap the neophyte. Through political machinations,
he manages to get Ibsro out Qf.%hﬁ monastery on falsc pres~
tanseeg. Out of the jurisprudence of the clerles, Fernande
forces him into bhis coach and starts back to La Guardis, He

has to persusde Ibero to return to the world,



On his way back from Barcelons Ferusndo keeps his fuw
ture wife informed of hie nrogress with his task., Galdbs?

satire is plain in what Ferpando writes, His first letlier

.

pave that Ibere hes bsen studyling theology, "sin duda pera
enbrutachrnoslo mis de lo gue estd.Y {13, p. 254) Thon he
has to explsin his brutal way of getting Ibero, and he says

Aqul tisnes explicado el rapbo de Ibero por la filosow
fia gque aprendl eu los nefandos wotines de Daycelons.
Y yo dige: »8i wnis fines son honrados ¥ nobles, iqud
importe gue me hays valido del engafio y ls barbarie
pars realizarlos? (ouéd sofisterias, dirds 4, se trae
ahora ni eaballerol Yo respondo, dulce mujer mia, que
los que debemos al c.ele uns buena posiclén y un apoye
de amigstades poderosas, resuclibamos, sin quererle, en

-4
*

miestra edad de pdlvors, las gracias y desgracias de la

edad feudal; y naturalmente, 8l tresplantar la cabvalle
ria, le lwmpriminos sl carfeter de ls vida pressnte, de
donde resulta que, teniendo los moderncs adalides més

afinidad y pareptesco con los ecaclques de salvajes que

-

con los Cides y Bernardos, le orden gue profesancs debs

Llamarse del Gacic

uismo anbes gue de la Caballerls. In

fin, toh grun Demetrial gue de tejas abajo lo podrewos

todo, y 81 no somes felices, serd porque de grribe nos
venga la contraria, {13, p. 295)

Yerpando uses & greatv deal of psychology in dealing
with his prisoner, for everybhing that he does and saye 1s
with & purposs. When he tells him that the Count of Sarie
fifn, the contender for the hands of both of their povias,
iz planning to give them an armed retinue and then acouse

them of being ayscuchog, Ibero esks: YiHme dicho mesnada?

(Por venturs esbamos in lz Edad Hedis?" and Fernando re=
plies: YiPero UG bas creldo acaso que Egpafia ha sallido de
lo Fdad Medlia y del feudalismo?" (13, p. 981) Finally,

Ibero confesses thati, ln a despersite situabtiocn, he had
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declded tp beecome a priest, Lut new he rsalizes his mispake
and doeg not want ta‘ga back, He sees himsell in 8 differs
ont light.

Fernando tells him how he can save Grocia's 1life by
marrying her. When they arrive in Le Guardia, Demetria and
Gracia meet them on the road, All ars happy, and in,g,f@w
days a double wedding takes pluce, | |

Galdds roserves the first half of this volume ﬁb relate
the nistory of the political changes in‘ﬁﬁﬁar%&r@*ﬁ regingd
it is customsry wilth him to reserve certain parts of the vole
ume fer the hisboriesgl element--gometimes at thé hﬂgiﬂni&@,
sometunes at the end, and sometimes interweaving th@ hintors
ical snd novellstic slements, OCccaslonally a bit of hnmor
is etrewn in for flavor,

Th%lfar@igm influsnce is evident in this novel, also.
Nodorn restaurants teke the plaee of the conbinental fonda
de coper, and Lhe menus employ foraign terms. Otner progres-
sive signs are the introduction of swirmming pools, artesian
wells, and gas, The Interest in modern dances, music, and
art are seen ln the fileld of the Iine sris.

The Ayacuchg regime, Esparterofs, comee to an end In

this nowel. &nd wibth the double wedding betwsen Gracia and
Ibero and Fernando and Demetria, the adventuresz of Ffernando
Calpens come to sn end in this volume of the Episodios.

A sinmilar double wedding tskes @l&ﬂ% in the lﬁst novel

of the third series, Bodas pesles. In thils story Guldds



usesg minor fictional characters intermingled with resl hige
torical characters and historieal lacts, Here he velsies
the outstending evenbts tiuont take ploce in a sorics of ninise
teriel changes {rom Salustiano Olbdgzaga, Gonzfleg Brevo, and
Remdn Barvler, Lo the double marr.uge of Jueen Ifsabel IT to
Francisco de aAsls, apd her sister, Haria lulsc, to the Iuke
of Hontpensliay,

The fichlonsal pa%t of the povel deals wilth the slrug-
gles of the fwzily of Brune Carvesco. Interested in polli-
tics, he leaves hkis home In the provinee of La lanche and
arrives in Headrid where he scon finds employpont In o grane
ary. His family consiste of hls wife, Dofin Leandre, two
daughiers, Mufresis and Leundra, known as Les, ond twvo small
501D, |

Bufrasia falls ipn love with an Bnglistusn naned Terry,
and Les Talls in Jove with Towds 0¥Lesn, who ls of French
descent., Doth have proposcls of merrisge, bub nol ther wods
ding weterinlizes because bnslir lovers are moro intereshed
in the meyrisge of Jusen Isabel. 45 a result of thely dife
Ferences ol oplnion as Lo who should marvy the Jusen, lLea'ts
affair le shotbered ond Pufrasiasts is prolenged. The latter
dishonors ber family by runcing sway. Les, howeveyr, rebtains
hor honor snd becomes engaged to & good youth from La MHanchea.
Heanwhile, Dofia Leandra boecomes 111 bectuse of hor troubles

with heyr dsughbters snd the uncerbuindy of her vesturn to Lo

Hancha, Ohe losss hopes of ever returning to thaet cradle of
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the reallsm of Sancho Panza, and the visits 1t only in her
dreams,

With Qarrasco’s changlng [rom one pollitlical party to
the other and periods of gesantla, things turn for the worse.
Dofia Leandva suffers an atback of parslysis which eventually
proves fatal., The night her bedy liss in stats, the double

%)

marriszge of Jueen Isubel and Harlae ILunisw is celebrated in
C Madrid, Thus ends the last novel of the third seriss of the

Episodieos noeionales,

Speaking botween the limes ls charscteristic of Guldés
in his novels, &z 18 shown In thiz story., This is shown in
a coaversation betwesn Dofia Leandrs and Dofia Torrubia sbout
the walers of Hadrid:
-=Jordad, Hes yo creo gue agul no s¢ limpia una
por mor de lap aguas--dljo la Torruble wmosbrando sus
mengd, gue sin dude neecesitaban le corriente del Jorddn
pare descortesarsc.--Sobre que do dolor de tripas, el
agus de Madrid ne tiene aquel llguido, iverdedf sguel...
(4, p. 70)
Then Galdbs says that when Dofla Leandra talke to hsr husband,
Don Iruno Garrasco, about bow little he bad profited in Mae«
drid, "se le oubleba el rostro a D, Brune, y dejaba'éaaayar
suspires cone cabedralos.” {4, p. 98)

In this novel the romenbicisis of rencwn and thnely
groat works are tresited with [rigid snimesity, and a new
literary period arvives, The sentimentallsts come lh sighe

ing, wishing, and complalaing. As Gauldds says: "Se entrew

‘benfen en dar cuenta de suspiros que ahogeban el alma, o de
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quejié,@é exfnimes inspirsdos por un desec. Kl suspire y @1
que jide, el deseo, la languidez, . . . sran los chirimbolos
con que jugaban constuntewente los enamorsdos y los poetas, "
{4, p. 148) |

Also in this novel the foreign influence in modern
Spain 1is brought out by Galdbs. He shows how resdily cuse
toms of other Buropean couniries are ascepted in Spain by
the use of numerous new terms such as gﬁggg,'gggu@ta, Faghw
ionable, and dilettantes. Simulteneously, capitalism
‘reovesls & new sooclal class of people ag the railroads 'a:gp%x;
along with the dewvelopmnent of natural resources anﬁ\sei@ntim
fie atudy.

Finally, Galdbs reveals to the peopls of Spein that the
history of the country is the soul of the people itself,
The average Spaniard can 8ee himsell in & realisbiec way inw
dividually and eellectively in his reuetion %o historieal
events. In this manner Galdés ends the third series of his
Episodios necionales, | |

The fourth serles begins with Las bormentss del 48,
written in 1902, Beczuse of the inecrease of cleriealism and
militarism in Spain after the dlsaster of 1898, Galdds felt
completely down~hearted, and he had lost all hopes of the
usefulness of his works, His works raise the problem of mow-
rality, and he wondered if he had been successful in guiding
the 3panish nation in that direction. To what extent ns had

succseded in gulding, orientating, and edueating‘thﬁfﬁpamish
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magses, is a question that Galdds had in mind a8 he wrote

this series.

In Las tormentas del 48, Juan Gsrels Pajardo, the pro-
tagonist, represents the author. Fajardo, of extraordinary
intelligence, is prepared for the priesthood and sent te
Rome., While studying theology, he beeomes interested in
pagen litereture. He is reprissnded and sent Lo a‘striﬂt@p
school., In the new scheol he mests two Itslian youths with
masonic ldeas, and the three escape the monastery. ‘Eﬁ meots
Bédrbara, & poor and ignorant gird, aﬁﬁ seduces her, . A care
dinal of the chmrch, a friend of his family, sends him back
to Spain and advises him to settls down and get married and
to enter the fial&.of polities,.

Upon his arrival in the p@rt of Vinaros, Fajawﬁé beginag
nis autobiography, which he ealls the gpnféaiagaa‘ffﬁig book
reveals the origin and size of his family, which consists of
four brothsrs, Agustin, Vicente, Gregorioc, and Rambn, and
two sisters, Llbrada and Catelina. The latbter is a nun,

All are traditlional Catholies and, politically, on the side
of the moderates, After staying with his mother and father
a few months, Fajardc is called to Madrid by his brcth@r,'
Agustin, where he iz to meet Sartorius and get a position
with the govermment. When he arrvives in Hedrid, he is given
2 position in La Gueoba as & writer and enjoys & good salarpy
and lote of fresdom, for he is not required to stay at his

desk., In the meantime, his sisters-in-law, Soffs, steals his
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gonfesiones and permits then to pass from hand to hand until
ﬁhey raach Cabalina, his slster who is a nun and a powerful
person in the echureh.

Fajavrde suspecbs Sofla as the thief, but he can nokt
prove ii. He worries o great deal becnuse the fonfesiones
revesl many of his private affeiys. In them he hos stated
'Lhis intent.on te wribte the history of the Papacy, and he
also vells of the seduction of Birbara whils in Rome.  Life
- in Hadrid leads him to glve up writing the history of the
Papacy, and he leads an inwmoral life. He lives beyond hls
means, for he ean not support & number of 11licit affalrsg
thet ho hes. HLs closest friends see Fajardofs ruin sos
cirlly and obtherwise, and they sdvise hin to change his wﬁy
of livin@ and marey Ignacis Empsrfn, a rich girl,

Catellina, fthe mun, influencss the Duparfns to consent
to 8 marrvidge belween Ignoels and Pajoprdo. A date 1ls seb
for the lirst wmeeting of the couple, Fajardo does not like
Ignaciats looks, and he says that he will not marry her.,
However, afier the death of Antonia, his mistress, he secs
hizself ruined and decidses to marry Ignacia as soon as 1s
vossible, 7

In thiz novel (aldds continues to s&tiriz@,the power of
the church throwgh the mouth of Fajardo, Agustla, hls
brother, who has been instructed byrﬁajarﬂg,vsaya'ihfhia'
Lortulias

Bepln expone Globerti en su Primate, el redenter, el



35

Jjefe, el principe do la nueidn italians, en la osfera
del pensamiento, debe ser el Pape, cabeza visible de la
Iglesia catblicae... Ten%&ﬁ ustbedes por clerio gue s8¢
formard una confederacidn o liga de todes los pueblos y
soberanos de Itulia bajo la presidencis del gran Plo IX.
«» « « Contra dos glementos tiene gue luchar Globertl
para implsnbtar su fesis, Bl primero es el filosoflswmo
que niega lz revelacion cristiana, y por eso veis que
trusng contre Descartes y toda la tropa de £ilbsofos
alemanes., El segundo elemento enemigeo &8 la inbransie
gencia de los que nisgan la libertad, la clencia y el
Progreso humane, y por eso 1o vels revolverse contra
log jJesultes., Entre le filosofis racionalista v lu
intolerancia inguisitorial estd el término prudents y
gonciliador en gue ha de fundarsgs la sana doctrine de
la Libertad por ol Pontificado. {1, pp. 77«78)

Throughout the novel many instsnces of low morals are
geen, particularly smong the so~called high seciety, who are
very religlous. The men not only have mistresses of ihe up-
_per class, but also of the lower e¢lass., Ualdds seems to be
less critical of the lower ¢lass.

In Narvfeg, the second velwme of the fourth meries,
Fajardo marvies Ignacia Emparén, a merguesa. The latterts
father, an intransigent Catholic, has made a fortunc under
the protection of the absolutists and as a result of the
sale of chureh lands. Despite Ignaciats Cutholle rearing,
she is skeptical, However, her skepticism is essentially
progressive, as can be seen in her concepts. In a private
discussion with her husband, she msekes these remarkst

Oyé, Pape: ;uo te parece gue sobre todas las estupide=

ces humapas estd la de sdorar o eoscs sanboes de palo,

mis sacrlilegos afin cuando los visten ridiculamente?

(Fo crees gque un pusble que adora esas flguras ¥y en

ellas pone toda su fe, no tiene verdadera religifdn

sungue los curas lo arreglern diciende gque es un slimbolo

lo que nos mandan adorar entre velast Yo te asegurc
que no slento devocidn delante de ninguna imagen, como
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no sea la de Jesucristo, ¥y que si yo tuviera que arres
glar el mmando, mi primer acto sewias condenar &l fuego a
toda ssa caterva de santos de bulto, empezando por los
que Llisvan ropa.

. * * LI 4 » &  » . - ‘ & #

L&to a@ qua hemﬂ& de cani@aar ¥ aﬁsulgar ﬁﬁd@ﬁ 1@ B

Be8 Te parece un abuso ds nﬂﬁ&t?& §ac*enwxw, Pypo.

{18, pp. 125-127)

Fajardo and Ignacis hope that some day tﬁéy é&ﬁ usay
their wealth for the lmprovement of the nation as & %h9l&,
and sapeecially the uﬂﬁerﬁriwilege&, While visiting PFajar~
dots mother in Atlensza, the margubs and the marguesa find
Jerdnimo Ansfrez and his family living in an sbandoned coge
tle. Ansftresz immedistely relates the story of his 1life in a
very vealistic way., In this man's life Galdds sywbolizes
the formation of Christian Spain snd ivs decline., Lucile,
Anslirezts daughter, i portrayed as the sysbol of the Spanw
ish soulw-wa pure breed, dark and tanuned by the Spanish sun,
and dressed in rags. Ilucila is besutiful even iﬂ har,rgg§@ﬁ
condition. ¥Fajlarde and Ignucia a@a,&mazﬁd”bggﬁggéﬁgggafana&"

Angrez ls given a letter of r@aammandahian’hy‘th@ il
qubs and takes hiz fawily to Hadrid where ne 1is to lﬁﬁk for’
employment., In the months that follow, Fajardo sees lucila
enter a ghurch in Hedrid, but never nes & chanee to btalk ko
ner. &he tries to become a mun and fails,

Galdbs uses the subobiographical method of relating the
story in this novel, as he did in the first volume of this
gerles, and ag he does almost throughout the whole meries,

Through the person of Fajardo, Galdés alludes to his works
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and tells of his doubts end dlsillusionment, and affirms his
courage. The historicel significance of this novel 1s subw
ordinated to the novelistle. (aldds seoms to be nore lnbers

osted in the wmoralizing element.

In the next novel, Los dusndes de la gwrmarilla, Imcils
reappears. She is taking care of Coptain Bartolomé Gracidn,
who has beon wounded by absolntists forces. She represents
Spalin, apd the Capﬁain rep?ﬁsam%& the &g&nish army. They
fall in love with each other. Without BOney ﬁﬂ‘ﬂﬁfﬁ&y QE~
penses, it is necsssary for lmeclla to go out for heln., She
goes to Pilar Domicliana, an ex-mun whom she hsad met while
they wero hoth in a convent, &advasks for fimﬁﬂéial help.
She elsc wanbts help to get the Caoplbain oubt of %a&riﬁ, Domi-
clana, who represents the power of Bor Patrocinieo and the
obsourantlats! forees, wants Lo ssnd her to ;g,%&df@, but
Lueile refusses, sayiagAthat the mun will Paquiré‘hﬁf to lose
her liberty in return Cor the favor. And she says: “Lo
cristiane es favorscer al prbjime sin pedirle nﬁda*ﬁ
(14, p. 54) o B

However, Domiclans provides money mund food, and Iucila
helps the Capisin to regain,his‘hﬁglth, In ths meantime,
Douslciana decides to take the ﬁaytaia»awaﬁ from Ineila, In
the gamerilia of the palace, Domiciana isf§@wé&fﬁlg aud she
nas Gracldn kidmappé& and taken to a private house where she
has him at her disposal. Imeila is aemyinﬂﬁé that Dﬁmiaiﬁna

is responsible for the disappesrance of the Captain, and she
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threatens %o kill her with a knife, Domicians persusdes
Lacila not to kill her. .&a time goes by, Lucila meets Halw
conere, & rich farmer, and marries him, The day after the
wedding, Merino, &-priesﬁ, atteaupis to kill guesn Isabel
with the same knife with whiech Imeils atiempbed to kill Do~
miclana, |

Galdbs deplores the corruption and the bigotry of bthe
obscurantist forces, He hates the power and influence ex=
erted by Sor Patrocinio and the stupidity ef those whe lead
themselves to believe that the llagss avre real., Galdds
shows how he Peels when, in o sonversation, Domicienz asks
Lucila: ";¥ dudas alin que soy tu mejor amiga?’ Luclla re
plies: |

~=¥8 no dudo ni ereo . . . ya el dudar y sl creer,

como ol temer y el dssear, son para mi la miswma cosa,..

¥n nadie ni en nada tengo fe... Batoy pensando que la

vida y la mumerte... todo o8 lo mismo... ¥ que en este

sundo y en el otro, hay ls misma maldad, porgue malo o

todo lo que antes era nada y shora es... lo que es..,
Ko me sntlendo.., Ad.bs, Demiclana... {14, p. 218)

The next volume of the fourth series is La revolucibn
de Julio, In this novel Fajardo resumes his writing of the
Confesiones. He records the atitempted murder of Queen Isabel
by the priest, Kerino, and the detailsd procedures of his
divestiture before he was hanged. He also tells of the bae
glnning of Insurance companies, the progress in mining, roed
and port buildinpg, railroad expenslon, and foreign trade.

At the same time he plves a pleture of the rise of the nide

dls vlass and of the way they live.
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The story contlnues with Virginie Socoblo, who was nare
ried agalpst heyr will apd iz pow unhappy; she decides to run
sway from her msband with Leoneio Ansfrez. DBecause they
are unable to obtain a divoree from the church, they have to
wander in the country. Virgionla writes to her frlend Fajare
do asking him for help apainst the law. In the eyes of sow
cisty, they are soeial outeasts and subject te punistment
for breaking the eivil and divine law. The Catholic chureh
forbids divoree, and, therefors, Mita and Ley, as they call
gach other, are living an lumorsl 1life., Talking aboub mors
als, Ignacia sayst

«=tiina moral por estc lade, otra moral por sl
otrod . . ., ¥ nuestros covasgones en wedlo... jPobres
corasonss! iacerbardis a elegir el mejor camino?... En
este Gtorbellino de dudas, jsabes lo gue piensy nhoral

Pienso gue el soplado habladeor Mariano José no ss tan

tonto ecomo Ll cress. e suenan en el oldo 1zt palabras

del asegursdor de vidss: "No tenemos divorelo... Este=

mos may abrasades.Y {10, p. 114}

Dueing the revelutlon of July, Hita and Ley return to
Hadrid, and Fajardo promises to help them out. Hitats pare
ents agree to forgive her, for now she has a child, Ley
Lights in ths sireets of Madrid snd helps O'Dormell win &
victory, Gracidn, who represents the svll in Spain, is
killed by Pajerdo when the former 1g trying to take Lucila
eway fron ber husband., Mita and Ley go back to the country,
and Imeils and Halconero go beck to the estate.

Inrthia novel Galdds perhaps resches his higheat poink

of dejeetion. His feelings erve expressed when he says
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through the mouth of Fajardo: Yiis ilusiones de ver a Ipw=
pafls en ceminoe de su grandess y blenestur, han caldo y son
llevedes deol viento. Ho esspero nsda; no creoe en nada.?

{10, ». 24} This entire episgdio ls full of the military,
clerical, and lmeoral setbivities which (381d8s hated co rueh.

O¥Donnell, the volume which Pollows La revéluciéﬂ de

ulig, relates the political events that took place dur ing
the welodramsbic allisnce of Genorals 0'Donnell and Kepare
tero, In this poriod, known as the Biennium, 1&54»&&5@, the
moderates hove plamned and carried cutl the revolution which
arens in faver of the progressives under the l@ﬁﬁ@?éﬁip of
Zepartero.,

In this novel Galdbs shows how the messes of Spaln re=
act to the hisboriecal, The story begins wiﬁh the revenge
that one party Lakes on the obther, as political chanses are
moade, OQutstanding io the barbarous breatment that an oxw
policenan of the Consorvative party receives at the hands of
the new rulers, the progressives, With the hope of sgcial
improvement, a new middle elas: iz rorming, and Galdbs
bringe out the moval issue,

Terassa Villasescusa, dawghber of a liberal eolonel,
entors the story. O good morals at the beginning, she
becomes Liworal after assoeliating with fricnds of worss chaps
agter, with her nother sebbing the example. The existence
of the good and the evil are secn in this novel as Tersema

llves 2 wicked life, while at the ssme time she fesls sorvy
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for the peori in Hobin Hood fushion she likes to take from
tho rich and glve to the poor., She has 1llicii ¢ 1;u$u¢ wikh
woalbhy men Lo s&cu?@ uoney and posiiions for people logs
fortunate, The pleot of this novel, loose as 1t is, revolves
around the rize of Juan Santiugtw fron 8 uiserdble 1ifse to a
wove decent exlstence.

Sanbinote, an intelligeni and educsaied young mnn, 18
corried by adversiby to = deplorsble existence, Terosa

finds hin in the sluns of UHadrid where he lg trying bto keep

a woman and her two children from dying of hunger., The good
Smmaritan esks Tuste to comse to hey howme whers she lives

with a French capitalist, and she gives hinm uoney to fesd
the woman and ner children and himself. She falls in love
with Tuste and he with hor. WYhey have zeined the frisndshlp
of Ley and Mita, t&@ socinl outeasbs, who ave Living in Ride
ing becanss in Spain thers 18 no divorce., Teress thinks
thet she can follow the exsample of Hita and Ley and run awsy
fron vieches and power, They plan to fi&@, }ut ol the last
momant she changes her mind and leaves Pusbte waiting for hers
she never rebturns, Tuaste plans to go te Spanish Uorocco as
2 nowspaner reporder to bring back the news of Qfﬁﬁnm@ll*
militery campaign in Horth Africs.

O'Donnell 1s the novel in whieh (Galdds pletu wres nosh
forcefully the nesd Por charity, Throughout the baa? there
are mamerous lnstanees of chavitablde deeds by tho people of

the progressive perty of the Liberal Unlon., Teresa tells
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her unele, Don Marisno:
Entrarf vsted en la Unibn Liberal, cosa may buens segln
dicen, y que harf feliz a Bspafia libréndola del peor
mal que sufre, o sea la pobresa. OCréalo usted, don Haw
rianot todos los Gobisrnos son peores 3l no dan cursoe
gl dinero para Que corra de mano on mano., El Goblerno
we e todos A& medios de comer, serd el mejor...
(19, p. 831} ‘
&nd in apother pard of the book Tuste tells Terssa how the
little glirls whom she saved from starvation adore her human
kindness. He sayst "Todavia hoy... las nifiss hablan de
usted come d8 un ser sobrenstural... Es sl hads de los cuens
tos de mnifios, o el fngel de las leyendss oristianas,”
(15, p. 248)

In the povel which follows, Albe Tetitauen, Juan Sane

tiuste appears in the company of luweils, Halgonero, Mita,
Ley, and Fajardo, The latter has obitained a position for
Tuste as & newspaper reporter in Norih Africa to cover the
war ageinet the Moors., Decause he is a fametic about Spane
i militarism, he is happy to go with O'Domnellits armies to
gain wore military glories for Spaisn,

Onee in the midet of Tlerce fighting with the eneumy,
Tuste changes his mind about wars. He discusses his change
of views on war with some of his friends and says he will
make a crusade for peace. His friends apgres with him to a
degree, bul advise him to go baek to Spain ond dedicabe hime
sell to religious work. He decides to do that, cnd prepares
to return., However, on the day before his embarkation, he

wonders off from the city of Tetudn and meets some Woorish
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women who stone him. Later he mests a frieﬁﬁlg Hoorish woubie

an, Mazaltob, sad introducss himself as Juan el Pacitleador.
5 ' ) .
She cares for him and takss him to Tebtswen, which means

ojos de mapsntisles. The kind woman inbroduces Bl Pagificse

dor to Gonzalo Anslrez, lmcilats brother.

Gonzalo had lsft Spein years back and through sagaciby
had mede the friendship of the Sultani be sdopbted the Hohame
medan reiigi@n.&nd customs and had becous @@&lth&j Aa they
do not know each other, Tuste is suspeeted as a spy, but hie
gloguent gpeech &nﬁ:sinmérity’af expression wiﬁjﬁﬂmzﬂléfs
affection. Tuste recelves the name of Yahia and géﬁs by
that name among the MHoors, , |

‘Whiles waiting in Tetlauen to see the resulis of the
war, Tuste falls in love with a Jewiah.giri‘namﬁﬁ‘Ybnar anpd
kidnaps her, He trlies to make her scceplt the Christlan reow
ligion and f&iiﬁ. Yoharts father is v@ry'aﬁgry} and he
makes srrangements for the roeLurn of hisz daughter 30 he can
marry her to o Jew.

Yuste, true to hls pupdonor, wanks revenge, bub Gonzalo,

1

£l Haesiry, now reveals himselfl ard takes him away to Alglers.

the next novel, Carlos VI en ls Rfpita.

Abput helf of Alta Tekiauen le devebted to velating the

vhases of war in Horth Afrieca, Galdds appears to be ridie
culing the Spenish boeasting of military successss, the oh«

Jeotivesn, and the psace cettlement with bhe Moors. However,
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thelyr minde and souls bake that direction. In the mind of
Tuste, Galdds puts this thoughis
No sabia el melancblice paledin de la Paz 2l ale-
grorge o entristegerse de su regresc a Hepafla... Cbmo
ive &1 s vivir alll, sin ls interna srwmazdn épica gque
era su Gnico sustento on tierrs espafivia? Serfis como
wn euerpe demmaysdo y vacle, cuerpo sin alma, o con un

alma exbtica no comprendids de sus coterrdnpeos,
(5, pp. 160-161)

Tuete living in & country where Jewish, iohanmedan, and
Christian religions sre at war with sach othery none favor
war, yebt all are fighting., It is odd to sees that the morale
i1ty or immorallty is practically the same, and that the goed
and the evil srse coexlistent,

In the next novel, 0

arios VI en la Répite, tho story of
bSemtiuwste, or Yahis, 18 conbtlpued. Bl ¥asiry, Conzalo, has
brought hin Lo Tanglers where the Spanish Hoor hag thras
wives and bwo ghildren. The Jew, ¥shar¥s Ffather, has given
El Nasiry e bug with money to pay for ¥a§arfﬁ frecdom§ Yahia
refuses Lo Pake the monesy because he is offended,

In the meantime, E1 Hogiry takes him to nis house whore
hie wives are, but dose not permit Yahis to sec them, bew
aanse he ecan pot trust the Spenlard, While waiting for a
ghip to return home, he Is permitted to rean in the patie
during the day while El Nesiry is away. He is eager to geb
a glimpse of tho Hoor's wives and soe their bosuty. He mane

ages Lo sbttruct the attentlon of Erhimo, the wost beaubiful



of the three w.ves, and Linslly telks with her; he makes
love to bher, and she likes it. He plens to elope with her,
bub the Hoor is aware of it, and very diplomaiically he
stops thelr plans.
'El‘gaﬁiry‘takﬁa Yahia to the ship whers he is Lo embark

for Spaipn. He gives Yahlia the bag af‘mﬂm@y that the Jeow hat
offored for leaving Yohsar slons and, lroanteally, gives him a
’-liﬁﬁlﬁ more of his own money. Tuste is sent home to Spain
with 8 1ittle money in his pocket, And oddly snangﬁ, the
peces in Spanish MHorocco is sebiled Tor six hundred thousand
pounds sterling, and the army will soon reburn home with &
yliﬁtlﬁ money in its pocketb.

Upon srriving in Spain, Tuste Iinds a revolutlion in the
making., The Carlists sre preparing to make Carlos luis MHone
temolin king of Spaln with the title of Carlos VI,  Tuste is
sent to do spy work in Carlist provinees disgulsed as 4 stus
dent of theology. He gets the necessary lattays‘af TR~
mendation and goes to Ulledecona where he meets Don Juan
Ruiz, the Arelipreste of Ulledeeona, who is a Carllst to the
core. The priest is powerful and feared. In his perish, he
hes many anas de cura, among them Donata.

santiuste makes love to Donata, and she returas his
love. Ie slopes with her and they go to Tortosa. Here they
live with Donstats friend, Apclonia, While in this ciby,
Tuste sees the ﬁxeaﬁtian of Ortega, the lsader of the revo~

lutionary troops that landed at San Carles de 1la Ripite to
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:FQQI&G@ Leabel on her throns. Ee also witnessas t&é~cap~
ﬁnr@ of Carlos ILuis Hontemolln and his brother, and Bhe WAy
they wers trested snd gset freo,

Donats tells Tusts that she is the daughter of & ovriest,

and that the Arciop

gte Jusn duiz had bought her Tor one
thousand five bundred reales that her mother needed ia pay
off a wmortgage. Donata fsars thet the priest will come afte
er them, for he is vengefuly he had elready killed a man whe
elopod with his sweetheart before he was & @ri3$t, Tuste
and Donata then plan to g0 to Nadrid with Diego Anslrez, the
sallor, and ss they are prepering Lo leave by ship, the
priest catohes them by surprise, They are Trightened,; for
they fear death, However, the priast graduslly softons and
forgives them and sends them away with his blesslings.

Galdbs is difficult to understand when he portrays
characters that reflect two qualities within thomselves-=the
good snd the bad. In this novel, Juen Santiuste znd Don

Jusn Huig, the Ape! are examples of that typs of

charachker,

From farlos VI en ls Bipitae the atory continues in La
Juelta ol pundo en lo Numaneias, as Donata and Tuste sail
away lun Diego Ansfresz's boat. Diego explains to then how he
met bthe lady he calls bis wife, 4Angustia, He aays that as
he walked down o dark street one night, something dropped on
his shouldsrs, lnocking him down fo the ground. Upon recove

ering from the Llow, he discovered thet it was o nun, Diego
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took her Lo his room where he gave her iLbhe necespary medical

attendance, After recovering, she refused to go back to the

convent from whieh she had escaped, and she expressed her
desire Lo Zo sway from Spain. Diego took her ouit o ses in
hie boat, and within ten months she gave Lirth to a2 deughe
ter whom they neumed Hariana, or Hars} and Disgo changed
Angustiats name fo IDsperansa,

Donata and Tuste disewbark in Cartapgens., Here they
separate, and she stardts living with 2 weslthy prlest as his
migtress. ‘

Heanwhile, ﬁsp&r&nz&*a faumily logates her, and thoy
forgive her for her actionsi the family likes Diegoe and
loves the 1;&#16 girl, Hara, An ablenpt Ho marry legally is
made, bubt eanon law forbids it. Diego justifies nils seotions
in the following sentences:

Yo no ful o sacar a Beperasnga del convento de Con=
‘solucibn, sino quoe elias, desscolgfndoss pars coger ls
ecalle v la libertad, cayd sobre mil como =i caysra del
eislo, squd habla yo de hacer con ella? gHestituirla

al convento, a donde no gueria volver ni a tiros?
¥ ¢ebollietss, esto no podls serl Despuds, nares

A ioE f ¢8bo

A.@ntrgﬁ 8l amor, fusro ilmperante scbre toda ley, nos
casd, ;06wo lo hablemos de syregler, si por sl aguel
de los malditos cfnones po podlames easurnos vor la
Iglesia? Yo po diré munca, librome Dies, como decfan
los de Loja jmuora el Pepal; vsreo sl dird & gritoss
“trwerap los ofnones!" Y gud culpa tengo yo de que
Gon Priseo no pudiera gacar la dievenss de volos, nl
arregler todes las demds sarandajes para scharnos las
bend.clones?.., Culpe mis no es este, v porque 1s oule
pa o8 del Paps y no mis, gionto ml conclendis muy
allviada, pues hay cosas en gus el deseo dobs woaler
tanto como lu ejecucibn. (11, pp. 48«40}



thile visiting Sspereapats fanily in Loja, Diego, Dopew
renze, ond Hars ere cought in the midst of & rewolution thaeb
the Dewocrabic Socleby, under the liberal party, starts
againgt OtDonnellts covernment. Bspersnza becowes very ill,
and evenbuilly dies. Disgo and Hars return to his ship, aad
on the way they meet Belisarloe, a young wun from Peru., Be-
lLisar.o io poorly dresced and pennilese. In the conversa-.
vion, the Peruvian says that he likes tﬁ@ sqea and that he
deslras Lo go back to tho new vorld where his wealthy parw

ants Llive, Disgo bescomes interssted in him snd offers Lo

nelp him all he can to find o way baek houe,

In the meantime, Mera iz plaged in & oonvent whare she
ig to be educated. BShe 1ls of a rowmantlc $ype and shows no
interest in her school. Belisario, too, is fﬁﬁ&ntia# and he
writes poetry for her snjoyment, They faull in love, and
they decide that he should ask for her hend in marriags.
Disgo refuses Lo give Mara to Belisario and scolds hinm and
threatens to hurt bim. The couple run away one night and
start to Peru,

Disgo bocomes downhearded, and in a short time he is
forced to disposs of his boabs. Iaviang an idea that Hara isg
in Peru, Diego joins the Spanisk fleet, hoping to make w
Lrip to ?aru. Be is asslgned to'gg‘ﬁum&ngig, o Spanleh
frigate which takes him to South Awerica., Yhile hers he
sees sction in the war with Chii@ and Peru, Diego finds oub

that Hersz is in Lime and that Bellsarlo is a very wealthy
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man, He tries Yo comsmnioste with her, bub fails to hear
from hex or Lo see her. After the battle of Callac in Nay
of lﬁﬁ@, Disgo eomes back to Epain with the fleet. On his
way back, he keeps thinking about Hara, sod at avarf stop he
expects Lo recelve & lotter from her. VUpon entering the \

harbor in Csdiz in Js My

mancis, Diego seos Marae on the ﬁ@@k
of another ship in which ghe had bhsen waiting for him. They
meet, and Belisario asks for forgiveness) everyone 1ls h&p@yu
In this novel Galdbs glves a debailsd pleture of the
navel bettles of the Spanish fleet in Peru and Chile. WHe is
gxact in the histericlity of the astions in time, plade, and
results. The aittack on Callac on May 2, 1866 bf‘%éﬁdﬁ% K=

fiez for the “honor of Spain”, and the diseredit which these

unprovoked wars brought to Spain is related. Thréugh the
mouths éf the characters Galdds tells how the %p&ni&h fGw
tions Drought the hatrsd of the peoples of South Aweriea and
&th@r’ﬂ&@inns againast Spalin.
 @uldds uses dreams and visions throughout the novel in

order to give the resder a chanee Lo aamgi&%e'g?'t@‘antiaia
pate what he wishes to inbterpret. Ths reader is relleved o
hesr or see thess visions, for he 1s expecting Disgo Lo meet
Mara in Lime, while the suthor prolongs the meebing until
the end of the atory. |

Another outstanding feature of this novel is Galdbe!
constant uee of the expiation ef guilt, The author comes o

the defense of all the charscters whe do anything wrong by
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showing how the vielators of law, c¢lvil or divine, first
show intentions of dolung the right thing,

The next volume, Prim, tells of the many attempts of
General Prim to carry oub unsuccessful revolubions agalnst
the Spapish crown. ‘In,thaae nistorical events, (aldds
brings in & new character, Santiasgo Ibero, son of Sanblage
Ibero snd Gracia Castro-imbraga.

The plot develops around the characters of Toross Vie

llesescuss und young Ibero. Santlegeo, a young wman of stelw

ling character, of noble family, and of high ideals, falléx
in love with Teresa, o woman of low morals who lives her
1ife as & wistress of different wmen of high poslition,

Ihero rune away from home at & bYendar sge looking for
adventure., He follows his ideld, Prim., Afber going through
many herdships and lecrening the realitiss of life, he wishes
to be free and independent. He has a sweetheart whoum he
wants do marry aund sebtle down with, bub the conditions exw
isting in Spain affect his 1life in an adwerse way. Ibero
becomss econfused, and he declides top liwve wlih Teresa.

Galdbs hes chenged the name of Sanbtlusts to Confusio.

In a state of deterioration of mind,

onfusio writes the
history of Spain as it should have been, Through him, Gale
dbs expresses his doubbs and bawoans the uselesznsss of his
lifes

JSabes que eufro un lmmenso mal, 1a goncleneia de no

haber hecho sn el mundo nsda belle ni grande, nada que
me diferencle del comlin de los hombres de mi tiewpo?



(N0 te he diecho mil veses gue cuando me ennegrece el
alms el tedio de la ineccidn, de la inmbilidad, tengo
paxrs mi consuelo un remedio gue tl no tienes, y es in-
flar mi globo, meberme en la barguilla, y subirme o las
mabes, desde las cuanlss te ves como una pobre hormigs
gque se alfana en la realided, anientras yo respiro ¥y gozo
en las altas mentiras? (20, p. 88)
Besldes portraying the porsonality of Prim in this nove

el, Guldbs projscts his feslings. His spirit sesms bo be at

a very low ebb., He iz disgusted and worn, and through his

characters he expresses this disgust towerd the futility of

his work.
The last novel of the fourth series, §§ §§ égﬁrtfiﬂtﬁg

destinos, is o conbtimuation of the adventures of Ibero and

Teress in the last days of the reign of Queen Isabel IX.

The volume relates all tho evenis that led up Lo the voalis

tion of the Liberal Unlon send the Progressives to overthrow

Quoen Isabel from the throne as General Prim tskes & leading

role.
Teresa and Ibero movs to Paris, where both Pind employ=

ment aggwliﬁé a neppy life. In the meantime, Ekérﬁ*s pare

onts notify bim that they sre coming to Paris to take him

howme and sepavate him from Teresn. Ibero and Tﬁ?@ﬁﬁ refuse

to be separated, and Ibero arrsnges with his emglﬁygr to be

sent to Lopdon, so that when his parents come, ho will be

gone. His employer, & Spanish revolubionmist, sends him %o

London with the azﬁﬁsé of attending %o his business..
While in London, Ibero is informed of the coalitlon of

the political partles to give Spain a new government. He
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joins Prim's forces and sails on the General's ship. They
land in Cadis, where the srmy and navy meet and whers

Ayanlats Manifiest

0, "Spain with Honor®, is read, Ibere
fights in the skirmishes that follow, and he {lnally sees
Sueon Isabsl crogs the Spenish border into Prance as she
saya: "Franeamente, crefl tener mis ralces en este pals.”
{8, p. 387) Thus ends the tragic reign of Isabel, which was
characterized by her frivellty snd caprics, superstiiions
and immorality, ignorance, egolsm, and cruelty.

Teresa has aﬁﬁa from France to meet Ibero., As they
_leuve Lor Paris, they say good«by to Spain in the followlng
d&gl@gue: |

Teresa,=-{En la estacibn.) Me did mucha penn ver
partir & la pobre dofia Isabel. :

Ibero.~-Dofia Izabel no volyerd, ni nosciros bampo~
£0... Blla, destronada, sale huyonde de la Libertad,
y haeia la Libertad corremos nosobtros, 4 ells la deaw
piden con ldstims; 2 nosobros nadie nos despide; nos
despedinos nosotros mismoes dicléndonos; ecorred, jbvew
nes, en porsecucidn de vussiros alegres destines,

Teresa, -« Hoditabunda.) Hulmes del pasado; huimos
de una vieje respatable y grufions que sv llawms dofie
doral de los Aspayvlentos, wviuds de dou Decfilogs Vine-
ETrOu s ,
“”"I&arﬂ,a»(En Hepndayae. Vadlvese hacis la orilla oge
pafiola del Bidasoa, ¥y haciendo boclne eon sus manos,
gritas) Ad.de; gue be diviertas wuche. ¥No te scuordes
de nosoiros.

Poresa, --{Gritando.} ¥o te acuerdes... Hosoitros ie
olvidawmos.

Ibero,-«{indands ol bren.) Somos la Espafia sin hon-
re, y maimos, desaparecemcs, pobres gotas perdidas en
el torvenie europeo. (8, pp. SYO-380

With this conversebion bthe lazt volume of the fourth series

of Galdds' Episodios nacionnles ends,
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CHAPTER IIXI

CHARACTHERS IR THE THIRD AND POURTH SERIES

oS

OF THE EPISOLIOS HACTONAL

The HEplsodios neclonalos contain a vast gallery of hue
men characters, Henmbndez y Pelauyo says that there ia & ’
"muehedumbre bastente psra pobler um lugar de mediano vescine
dario.® {1, p. 82) The first and second series have not
lesa than five hundred chsracters, and the third and fourth
seriss probably surpass tﬁ@ two previeus ones in the numbsey
- of charseters,

Galddst rich srray of charschters represents the whole
of Spain. His personages are not just provinelal, regional,
aristocratic, or cosumopolitan in naburs, bubt rather a TBpraw
sentation of mil the classes of peopls in nineteenthecentury
Spain, He does, howsver, seem to prefer depicting the peo=
ple of the middle glass,

The suthorts creativeness was probably the result of
the knowledge gained from his extensive travels, intensive
documentation, and rich experiences. Berkowitz says:

"Meny of the characters that vitslize his novels and plays
had their prototypes among his acquaintonces, and the sow
tions by which they &Tﬁ»ﬁ@fiﬂ&ﬁ correspond to exporiences

both observed and lived." (2, p. 112} Desplte Galddst

th
%3]
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retentive nind, he was foreed to rely ocn &n intricate set of
family btrees whieb he constructed to halp him remsmber in
what works some of the characters appeared, and the rols
they played. He liked to make pencll sketches of his chare

acters, which he kept before him as he wrote. Although he

hed much decumentation for his Episcdios, it is said that he
wrobe them with a winivmm of reference Lo notes (2, p. 112).

Because the mumber of cherachers im the third and
fourth series is s¢ large, only the outstanding charactsrs
will be discussed, An sttempt to group the charactors iﬁ
their respesctive ¢lasses will Le made in order to understand
the subborts purpose, which is fo sducate the people and
give them a spiritual uplift.

Galdds? characters in both series are usually in fone
ilies; very seldom 18 one character completely separaobed
Prom his family, for they are always dependent upon eagh
other. The size of the family varies from two to sight or

more members, In L

jchuna appears the Arratia family, the
children and grand chlldren of José Marla Arratia, o dew
couged merchent of Bilbao, His children are Valentin, Pru-
denclia, and Sabino, and their ehildren are Churi, Zoile,
José, and Martin, Galdds says of them:

Lo més admirable en los Arrvatias ers la unibn y
concoydia gune sentre ¢olles, desde la muerte del puadre,
reinaba, hacliendo de los %f@ﬁ hermanos y de su prole
uns verdadera pifia. Apretados uno contre obra, sin
que ninguno mirase al interfs individual, aplicdndose
todos eon alme y vida al bien cowdn, ofrecian gallar«
do ejemplo de la fuerza que, seghn el proverblo, es
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producto de la unidn. Se agruparon, no sdlo por vir-
tud, sino por necesidad o esplritu de defensa, pues
cuando peordieron a su padre, los negocios de éste ilban
de capa calds, ¥ no se hallaban en situacibn mis prdgs-
pera los de cada uno de los hijos, {7, p. 146)

Another large family, which appesrs in Harvdoez, is that

. of Jerbnimo Ansfirez; his family comsists of six, nawely Lu-

f }v¢i1a, Leoncio, Diego, Gonszalo, Gil, und Ruy. Jerdnlmo iz

' introduced with a "dossicr® as follows:

Era un viejo h@fm@ﬁi&ima,v&a barba a@rta,‘uomljé@ guien
abandons por muchos dius el guldado de afeitarse, exw
presive de ojom, agullefic de nariz, la cabeza gallovds-
menbe alzada sobre 1los hombros, el eusrpo alirose y
gentil, fdcil en los movimisntos, noble en las astitu~
des, vestlido de pafie pardo con ne pecos remiendos, gue

pareclan herfildicos dibujos. (10, p. 51) o
Jerdnimo had his six children from his threa wives;‘ Pirst
'vha married a Manchegan, then an Arsgonese, and last a Valene
cian. Galdée 18 sure that his syrbolism is clear as he
portraye this geltibero snd his family to symbolize Spain,
¥ech of the members of this family is very well porbrayed,
some through description &nﬁ some by their actions ag they
play their roles in the series.

The flectienal hero of the third series, Fernando Cal=
pena, is sxcellently portrayed as he goes through a series
of excibing adventyres beginning in the éeeﬁad volume and
golng through the last volume., Calpena, the 1llegibtimate
son of an aristocratic father, is desoeribaed as he srrives in
Madrid, alone, looking for employment. AU the sge of btvene
by, he ls pictured at the siation watehing the mobs of |

Madrid, confused in that labyrinth, without 2 friend or e
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1, he

relative to help him carry out his plens, In Hondizéba
ls piﬁturéﬁ ag followss

Tra el sl un joven de Facclopnes finas y avishoordti-

cas, 0JoB gAarzos, bigotillo nuevo, melens risoma ¥y

regra, gue serfs bonite euando en ells entrure el pel=

ne, y 86 iimpiera del polvo del caming. BSua talle seria

sin duda a.rosc cuando cemblara sl anticuado y sucie

yesticito de mahbn por otre Llmpio, de mejor corte.

{8, p. 63
His personslity is rovealsd by his high intelligence, his
fluency of ap@é@h, and his humen kindnesa. He is an example
of the ldealized charachber in whom (Galdds is so interegted-«
1iberal in politics, religion, and all his actlions. He is.
full of the "amilk of human kindness®=-good, generous, BeTe i
ful, and honsst. |

Another one of Galddst "ideal men", Juan Fesjardo, ape
peara inm the fourth series. He tumkes part in most of the
novels of the fourth serisa, representing Galdds as & his=
torian. Fajurde is & yaung‘man of extraordinary intellis
gence who, at a tender age, impressed his family and the
clergy with whom his family had closs Lles, By the age of
nineteen he is versed in the humsnities ond history and
knows wore philosophy thon the prieste at the seminar. Biw
though he is ment home to study theology, he refuses to
become & priest, and runs away. That he is handsome can be
judged by the mumber of lsdies who liked him,

Of middle class origin, Pojarde marries Ignacia Rmpas
rén, an avisioerat who is a typical "ideal woman® of Galdds,

and ke lives o leisurely 1life from her fatherts wealth.
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Through Fajardo, Galdds sutirizes the inbclerance of the
twaﬂiti@nml Catholies and the bLigotry of the churech is
8pain. PFajardo andé his wife are both liberals, and both
walt for the time when they ean use thelr wealth for the
benefit of Spsip, and in the meantime, they help the pooy
aud do good deeds,

Pajardo i & vealistie portrait of Galdbst idealism,
His intelligence, courage, and liberal abtitude lead him %o
marry & woman of simllar gqualities, apd t@gsﬁhﬁr'thﬁy Tight
fanaticlien and intolsrance. Frjlarde says this about richaes
and ignorances "Ho les envidie} dome Dios todas lus dosdle
ehns antes gue convertirme en mojbn con figura‘ﬁmmaﬁﬁ, ¥
priveme de todos los bienss materisles conservindeme 8l pen=
samiente y la palabra que mé distinguen ds las b@spiégﬁ..“
{8, pp. 15-18})

Psjardo, Calpena, and Ignacls are three tcharacters im
the third end fourth series who interpret history in terms
of the human splrit. Thyough theom Galdés gives the nowvel
with a "purpose®, and this purpose is ths fighting of the
pareehial spirit and the spivit of intolsrance.

Juan Santiuste, snother charscter in the fourth series,
im a yvietim of circumstancesyg gh@ existing conditiona in
Spain deprive him of nis studies, aﬁd he is reduced to 6%~
trome poverty. Helped out of his deplorable economic sitia-
tion by Teress and PFsjardo, Santiuste plays the role of a

historian in 0¥Dommell and in the remeinder of the novels of
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the fourth series, He is handsome and very Lntelligent, and
he hag the deslire to gee Spaln progreas. ﬂantiust@ ia the
fentestic eharaeier whom Galdds uses as a double for Fajardo
o write the imagipary history of Bpain as 1t should have
been instead of what it was, Alter Sanbiuste suffers phiys 1w
cnl detericration ag a result of tyohold faver, ﬁ&lﬂﬁﬁ shows
that e hes a profound knowledge of anatomy end phaysiclogy.
Anobher good characterizabtion is thatl of Zoile Arratia.
He 1s & tall, strong, and brave warprior whé has sll the
characteristics of the Basgue peopls who defended Bilbao
ageinst the Carliste. 0f a middle class family, he helps to
run thely msrine supply house, is s volunbecr msmber of the

civil guard, and lg s libersl Cebholle. His oubstanding

quality is his strong will. He does whab he wants fo do Ge=
spite any odds against him. He speaks of himself in. this
wammers: "Doy... Zoilo Arvatis, hijo de sus whfag;,; q@$
_euando QUiEre... qui@je,ﬂ {7, p. 321} He is gr;??@& by the
résnirizg del 8ig :

improving conditions in Spain. He 1s portrayed am & real,

o and is depermined to conbribute toward

living character who is byplesl of the brave Eaaq&éz.
Rodrigo, Marqués de Sarififn, who appears in bthe third
series, is of aristocratic aorigin. His characterization is
shadowy, for he is neither desceribed nor developed t@‘a high
degres. He is interested in his business and 15 an accurate
gcecountant, bub he gives the impression of being a "dandy”

in dreas and menners, Because of the sxasggeration of his
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lavish dress snd formal manners, he becones less vivid &s @
gharacter. :

One of the ebmormal charscters in this serles io Chuari,
& cousin of Zoilo Arratia, He is a case fov poychoanalysis,
Reesuss of an i1illness, he boconas otaily deaf, &n& nis
spseeh Lg inpaired, Churl develeps o complex and CTONE GXw
trowely antisoslal. When Zolle marries fars, whon he also
loves, he changes snd bscomes soelable and oven falls in
love with snother woman,

One of the best of Culdbs? charschers is Don Belirén de
Urdanata, An aristoerat in his sarly yesars, he 18 now pone
niless in his old spge. A good deseription of his senility
is glvens through the incidents in the novels, a descripbion
of what he used o be in his youth is given. He iz an ibe
taliigeﬁi person, ae is shown by his speech and his eloguent
aseages of oratory. In portraying Belivfn, Galdbs gives
fmportance to detail of dress and choritable deods, Choris
ty, to Geldbs, was the central fact of humﬁn existence,
Belirdn is so real thol one con almost gense him,

An interesting gromp of cheracters in the Episodics

noeionales are the cesantes, governmont officiale whose jobs

finctuate as politlesl chanses take place. ﬂmmﬁgatbesa
peopls are found Brunc Carrasco, Josd ilagro, and REduarde
01livén, These men are ShﬂWﬁ;ﬁﬁ?mggliﬂg with the problem of
noney-making. They ore seon balking in the terbuliss end in

the government offiees, lost of them have daughbers who



foree thew to live beyound the.r means, and they are seen
ranning in cireles where finanalal soundness 1s & virbtue and
moverby one of the de=dly sins, The subterfuges to which
they rasertv%u "heep face! in social clreles are interesting,
if not comical. Galdbs s 2 keen obswrysr of uinute detsll,
and ln thet regard he is like Balzae, The gaesantss 2re very
roalistieally porbrayed In actions, morels, religion, and
politica,

Another interesting group of characters are the Iiow
tional militery characters, Home of these wen are defending
the absolubtlist cause znd some the 1. heral cause. G&hﬁﬁally,
the absolutlsts are ignoront and incapabls officers of the
avmy of Don Carles, They are prssented with thelr fanatle
¢len and inteolerance, Galdds introduces thex with thelr
"dossier®, and then thoy become shodowy, Lor they are simple
cvharacters. Nelet and Arespacochaga, both colonels, are @xe
suples of these charanclters.

Gn'th@ liberal side there are Bartolomé Gracifin and
Sentisgo Ibereo. The latterts nawe is Symbolic~-he réprow=
sents wsy. Ibero is honesi, brave, intselligent, and has a
Liberal outlook., He digtinguishes himsell by hLis militery
sctions, sud he finally marries Geecla, a rich girl of
squal goodness. Iberots rmarrioge is the kind that Galdds
prefers,

Bartolom$ Gracifn ?@preﬁémts the arxmy at the service of

Spain end the eovils thet come with 1t. Begause he 1z veiled



with the symbolie, he doos not obtain 2 hish degree of hue
mpgmess, He is described sa bandsome and sly. His greatest
joy ig to rane and to comnlt sdultery. He is shot by Fajayw
do while e is abttenmpiing to breck up o hoppy marriasg |
Theoe Pictional military chorseters are less vivid than the
resl hisbtorical characters,

By vging 2 leglon of priests in the Zplsodios, Galdds
gives o relisble pleture of the clerical problen in ninsw-
teenth eentury Spain., The suthor uses the cleriec as an lmw
portant figure, ln sono cages pr@ﬁﬁﬁﬁiﬁg him a2 a principal
character or closely related to the protegonist, By the
portrayal of this clerical society, the suthor wiges his
ba%ﬁl& against clericalism. He attacks the unfitness of
mony priests a well as their partleipntion in polilbies b?v
vortraying vozationless, poorly educated, and ?ﬁv@?tyw
siricksn characters, JluéLng to the Door gualif ie%tg z of
some of the clergymen, Adolfo de Castyro writes: ”Glérigﬁs
sin princlpins, 8in vocacibn, sin cargo, ocupacidn, ni dope
tinoj elérigos sin litorstura y sin libros mis que un escaso
brevtariﬂg cl8ricos otlosos ¥ vagabundos, ruﬂtfﬁos BN 8w
lenguaje, on su porte y nhasta on sus modales," {13, p. 7)

A Tew exmamples of the aiarigs in the third and fourth series
are Pago, Hille, Ruiz, Ibarburu, and Clarst. Fago i a mune

Gane person who becomes o priest to reform himself. Hillo,
aithough possessing good gualliies, ls povertyestricken and

takes part 1n politlces. Ibarburu is an lignoront prisst with
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nardly any educetion, and Claret is the Jueents confessor.
An aspest of bhe Spanish clergy which is given & gf&min&nt
nosition in the novels of (aldds is the fanatical and big-
oted sititude which caused its members to oppose sll [prus
of materisl and inbellectual sdvancement.

In the @hi&é and fourth series of the Bpisodios nagloe
naleg Galdbs has as many rletionsl femele characters as
fietional male charmcters, He presents his ferale pharage
pers in an interssting menuer, With few excepbions, the
women appesr in pairs of sisters. Examples of these pairs
are Rafaels and Haris Imise Hilegro, Bufrasia and Lea Ce-
rrasco, Virginis and Valeria Socoble, Demetrlea aﬁﬁ Grosia
mmparfn, and Dofia Juana Teress de Sarifiln apd Piler Losyss,
half-gisters.

Hith these peirs of women, Galdds makes the reader see
and live s vomantie or z sentimenbal love with & modieval
vaskground., He does not have a plot that covers the whele
s@fi@%, but goes from one theme inbto another. He t%a&tﬁ
thelr veyonological, soeial, economic, sexual, snd religious
1ives in his characheristis style.

Host of the femalo characters are of the middle class
whose fathers are in the employment of the Royal Courts, and
who have be struggle for an existence., Usually, one of the
sisters 1s the "idesl woman" whieh Galdds delights in pors
traying, while the other sister ls the weak and immoral typo.

The first example of these sisters is Refsela and Varia
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Lagiss HMilsgro. Thelr father, Josd Hilagro, lg & govermment
employee who gan not slways providse thewm with all the necnse
sitvios and the luxuries which are neeessary bo live In
Hadrid. Rafesels is described ass follows: YEL pelo era ru~
blo, lo bez de una blancurs porcelanescs, los ojos oLBOUros,
reveladores de amor, de ensuefls, a veces do Inteligente
matleis,” {9, p. 114} She loves luwxury and has s natural
aptitude for dressing wellj ahe 1s a materialist who likes
money, and she marries a rich men., She is 2 perfect pleture
of n woman of lmmoral character. On the other hand, Msrias
Iailsn ie the typleal good woman~«beautiful, intelligent, muw
sieal, a good housekseper, liberal, and o loving wifs.
Another set of sisters depicted is Bufrasia and Lea Ca-
rrasco. Here Galdds it at his best in depleting the luxurys
loving woman., Bufresis snd Les ure contrasted in Bodas
realess
Respondis este diversidad de conducts & la diferencia
gue se iba marcando en los earsciterss de las dos seflow
ritas, pues en la menor, Bufrasis, hable desarrollasde
la vida de Hadrid sficiones y apbibudes soecisles, con
ls cousigulisnte gquerencis del lujo y el ansia de ser
poboria por su elegancia, mientras que lea, la mayor,
no insenslble & los estimulos propios de la juventud,
gontenia su presuncidn dentro de ilmites modestos, y no
hacls depender su felicidad do un baile, de un vestidiw
1lo, o ds una funcibn de teatro. {3, p. 13}
Eufresie runs sway fron home and leads an lmuorsl 1ife; late
sr she murrles a soliticlen, ard she is untrue Lo him whils
gshe becomes prominent in pollities ond other speial scibivis

ties, Lea is virtucus and sbrongy she will not surrender to
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tomptabtions. The merrles & yharm&aist,’ é&l&ﬁs likes To dew
nigt characbers wha,&ré inelined to selentific study, for
they do nob Qﬂﬁm@t others to do their thinking.

Two othor silsters who appesr in the fourth series are
Virginia and Valeria Socoblo., Virginie 1s & vieblim of ¢l
sumstances., Her perents arrange & merriasge for her against
her willg she is not happy, so she runs away with Leonclo
Ansfirez. Since the Gatholie church forbids div@rcﬁ,'ﬁhe is
consldered a sgpoial oubtesst and a vielasbtor of c¢ivil and dis
vine law. In O'Dounell, Galdbe shows his moral tolerance
and comes Lo the defense of his characters when through the
moubh of ?@ga?&@ he sayst "Virginia es la mujer fuerte, la
wujer gue va derechs por el camino d¢ la vida.," Virginlats
father revliest ”ﬁﬁgamﬁ el favor, . . . 4@ no diseulpar a
Virginia ni llamarla mujer fuerte. Podrd perdenarla; poro
ﬁiaaﬁly&ri& minca... E8 Lo mujer débil, la mmjer extraviaw
an..." {11, p. 200) | ‘

Valeria is the idealistlc Lypej she iz the loyal daugh-
~ ter, marvied, awd honest, FPhysical and poral beauty are
corbined in her., Galdds portrays a gallery of beaublful
women chorecters who are even mors real than some of his
historieal characters.

Demetris and Gracis de Castro-Amdzags are ezomples of
the aristecrstic type. They first appesr in De Ofiate a la
- Gronja. These two differ from the other palirs of sisters in

that they both are of the ldeal typve of woman. Demebtria,
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the older, ls not & beasuly, yebt she is not lacking in charm,
Wheon Calpsna sees her ror the first time by the light of a
lontorn, he is nob impressed by ber besuty as such as he is
by her personsliby and appecrance. Her descripilon is given
through the eyes of Fernsndo o3 he sees her by the lanbtern
lights
4 la luz de 8ste vid el rosivro de la gue sec habla lle«
nmado damite, en el ocual efectivamonte se revelabsn,
sin que pudiera decir cbwo, la principalidad y ls bue~
na aducacibdn, Ers bella? A la fugez elaridad del
farol pareeldlo Lrsignllicsnbe. Pero acertd o pasarp
otra limterns, y la luz de bsta pintd ls cara-de Deme-
tria con formes y rpatices que se sprozximaben e uns
mediena hermosura, {4, p. £3:2)
Demetriats apesoh is alwmost classic, she 1is highly urbane,
and she is a good Chyistian. Domestiesally, she is a hard
worker; she runs her estate properly and ecan make quick dew
‘clsions with intelligence, Although she is wealthy, she is
eonservative in her dress, A more lively character would be
nard o depict. On the other hand, Gracls, although & nice
| woman, is talkstive, romanbic, careless with her speech, and
liberal in her thoughts. 0Gald8s does not give a "dosslep®
on them, but develops btheir charseters by their actions. Hs
gshows his penelrstion of the psycholegy of women.
| Three other women who are outstanding characters, but
who have no sisters, are Luecila AnsGrez, Terssa Villaescusa,
and Donmata. Imeila first appears in Narviesz, where she is
geen by Fajardo and Igunacia, Sho 18 one pore woman in Gale

abse! rich gallery of wowen. Ohe i of breath-taking beauty.
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hes slweys been agsoecisbed wilth priests. When she meets
Tusbe dleguised as a priest, she falles im love with hin, and
they elops. Then when she discovers that her Iover (8 not a
»ricst, she begomes disillusioned and leaves hlm, Hod Gole
dds followed ner & little Lorther, she would have mude &
good psycholegicanl study.
 The puane that appewr in the third and fourth series arsg

very well portrayed. They are Sop Patrocinle, Marcels, Ca-
talinm, Piler, snd Pilar Ulibarei, Some are given through
the “"dossier', sand sowe arse developesd through incldents in
the novels. Guldds presents them in their familier instibus
tione, thely apclent bellefa, the worshlip, their troditions,
and their superatitions and fanaticlsm. They reprecont the
different orders which are distinguished only by slight d4ifs
ferences in vestiture. Fajardo deseribes Sor Patrocinio as
sne sbands in line with the olher muns in this mancert

La gus elaramente vi, por ser la que wfes descollaba,

fud ls Pagoms Patroclmio, ouyoe sswblanbte iluainaban log

cirios prbximos. FEra de extraordinmaria blancwra, ¥

aiectaba ¢ tenls serenided grande. Hn verdad gus la

Honja de las llagos me parecid hermosa, ¥ 8u grave con-

tinente, su mirar penetrante y 1lu temue conriss plicida

gon gus scentuyaba ls mirada, eran sl exterior emblema
de un soberanc poder politico ¥y soeial, Hus zanocs con
gusntos blanguisimos parecian de mirmol: eon ellas sose
tonla una imegen pequefla, la Virgen del Clyvido, como
ofreeilndola en adoracidn a los gue profanfbamos ls
santa casa, {10, p. 543)

& lengthy and vivid descripbion of MHavcele is given in

&) Hapstraszme. Tnis descripbtion ls one im which Galdba

shows an art workhy of Cervantes. Too, the author shows a



profound undersianding of femloine nature in hiis tesatment
of these plous wonen.

The historiesl charcciers in the third and fourth sow-

rieg of the E are velabively few, for it was Galdbet

intention te subordinnte historliclty to the novslistle.
However, sinee the novels have & historieal background, 1t
ig logical that et lesst perb of the works should scauire
nistorieal velae greater than ihe novelistic velus. The
tihwee historieel charncters whose personalities stand out

are Tomfs Zumelacdrregui, Commnder of the Carlists, Baldo-

mero Espartero, Comsander of the grisbinos, mnd Hendizdbal,
liberal agent.

Zvmalacérregul 18 by far the best historicel charscter
porvrayed, Reserved, stern, disinteresitsd, brave, and enepw

getic, he is pleotured as o Tine aspscimen oF the noble Basgue

race, In the eurly chaviers of Zunalaedrpeguil, Guldds dee
~
seribes the hero as followsy

Rodeado, mis blen sogu:do ds 4.versa gente willitar,
Paisans y eclesidst.ca, aperecld Zuuslscfrrsgui, andane
do con yivess, le bolna asal d¢ las cowunes muy calada
sobre el enbrecelo, ¢efildos los cordonss de la gamsyrs,
botas albas, en ls mano un lAtige. . . . Era el General
de sveniajade estatura y regulareés ecarneg, con un home
bro mis alto gqus otro. Por esbo, y por su llgers ibe
cllnacibn haclis adelante, . . ., no era gu cuerpo tan
garboso eomo deblara. . . ., fo firpesza de su voluntad
sé rovalabe mis en el brato que a la simple contempla-
¢ibn de rostro, y habla que olrle expresar sus dessos,
siempre en 8l tono de mandatos indiscutibles, para
corprender suienple sxtraordineric de gebornador de
nopbres, d¢ amssador de voluntades dentro del Iérreo
pufio da ls suya. '

Con ban intenss ateneidn le mirsbs ol busno de
Pago, gue 81 en aquel punto dejase de verle, nunca wis
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olvidaria el vostro enjute y tostado, la nariz fina,
bien eortads y pienda, 8l entrecejo melunedlico, sl biw
gote negro, que enlazabs con las patlllitas recoriadas
desde ls orela, el maxilar dure y bilen marcadso bajo la
plel. B2u voz era un tanto velada; el mirar grave, &ln
fiereza en agquel momento. {12, pp. 45w¢4)

Through the incidents in the movel, Zumelacfvregul's persone
ality develops as he serves his cause and displays milltary
genius ln defending a lost cause. |
Espartero, snother milltary hero, also stands ocut as a
great charscter in the history of Spanish militarism, Gal-
dbs gives s wery vivid charscterigation as he develops him
through the ineidents thet take plste when Espartero defests
the Carlists in Luchans and relieves the siege of Bllbao on
Christmas Day, 1836, thus beecoming the most powerful and ine

flauential men in Spain. In luchoaos, Bepartero is depicted

as heing severe, daring, skillful, eonceited, and eager to
make iz power felt., Galdbs portrays his historical herces
with an art equal to that with which he dspiets his Ffics
tional characters, and there ls hardly any differsnce in the
gesning reality of his fictlional and his historieal parsonw
ages, Notleceable lm the treatment of Espartero and Zumsla«
clrregul is Galdfst ability to describe thelr anatomiecal and
physiological defects., A good oxample of the authorts dew
seripbive ability is the following descripbion of Esparie«
rots sppearance on the ove of the attack on Bilbao as given
in Imechanet

Su rostro amerillo, en gue se manifestaba un reciente
derrame billeso, e animd con el fuego quoe 1a pusidn
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guerrera en su alma encendfa, Brillaban sus 0jos ne-
gros; bajo la plel de la mandibula inferior, decorads
gon patillas cortms, se observaba la vibracibn de mis«~
culos fruncis los lablos con musquesillas reveladoras
de impueiencia., Hal recortade el bi%aﬁa, por el denw
cuide proplo de la enfermedsd, ofrsclin cerdosas puntas
negras, ¥y bajo el lablo inflerior la mosca s¢ habla ex-
pendido mbs de lo que consintlera la presuncifn. 2dn
no gastaba perilla. El bigote de moso daba 2 su flsos
nomia parfcter militapr, dentro del tono especial de la

bpoca. {7, p. 378}

Mendizdbal, in the novel of the same name, is described
as o grest finaneier, & great polltician, and & great millw
tarist, Galdbs gives a poysicel deseription of the great

wAn as Calpens meets him in his offies, in the following
wordss |

Esteba el grande hombre senbtado, y se inelinabg para

sacar papeles de le guveba mls baje de su mesa minisiew

rial, Al incorporarse, presentd a la aduirscibn y al
respeto de Calpens sy hermoso busto, el rostro grave de
ocorrectisimes fucciones, el rizado caballo, las patl-
1las tan bien encajedas en los cuelloes blancos, y 8astos
en el lioso tefetén de 1l negra corbeta relueciente, las
altas solapas de la levide, ¥y por {inm, 8l ponorse en
pis, &sta en toda su lomgitud, cefiida y al propio tieme

po holgada. {B, p. 120}

He is also deseribed as & wellwdressed man who wears tallors
mads elothes imporbed Irom London, In caryying oubt his
officlal tusiness, MHendizfbal dictates with raplidity, seldom
rectifies, pays no attention to good form, and goes stﬁaight
to the point.

Two femsls historical eharscters which Galdds portrays
in his third and fourth seriesm are fueen Cristina and Queen

Isabvel II., A description of Queen Cristime is given in

Hendizfbel as she rides in her comch through the streets of



75

Hadrid with her Royal Court im procession on the way to the
Betumente de Procuradoresi

la hermcsure de 1o Relns, su greacla y gentileza eran
tales, gue snte l& reslidad se achicaban las hipérboles
que a sw paso ase olan, Vesitia de megro. Su peinado de
tres potencles, con la rosl diadems y o1 velo blsnco
gque graoliosamente le cals sobre los hombrosy ls padre-
rin gue al cusllo y entre los grociesocs mofics de su
pelo ostentaba; la majestad de su rostrol la sonrisa
hechicera con que sgraclaba al pueble diriglendo sus
wiredas a un lado y otre, formaban un conjunto que die
fieilmente olvidaba el quo una vez tenfs la susrte de
veric. Contaba poco mls de veintiocho afos, ¥y ya su
nombre habia fatigade a la Histeria, por las ciroune
stancias de su casamienteo, de su corta vide matrimonial,
de su viudez premefura, que Pusc en 8us mancs lus riens
das de una nacifn desbocads, Del blen y del mal que
hizo 8o hablard en nejor ocusibn, Por shora se dice
ten sblo que nguel dls de NHoviewbrs, comino de la cere=-
monlose apertura, estabs guapleims. Era, sin dlsputa,
la mfs snlada de las relnas, Su venida fub un Peliz
suceso pars Espafla, y su bellesze el resorte politico o
gue debieron sue principales éxitos la Libertsd y la
Honargula, Su gracia sonriente enloguecid n los espa-
fioles; mches patriotas furibundos, & quienes las malas
artes de Fernando hablan hecho irreconciliablses, desaw-
rrugaren el ceflo., (8, pp. L68-1853)

Galads gives a pieture of Jueen Isabsl II when Ibero
has & wvision ln whieh he goes through the Palscs and sees
a1l the splendor of the Royal Court, and upon looking at a
gallery of portraits of psst kings, he comes to the one of
isabal, The following is his-deseripbions

En la Gltima vid « dofia Isabel pintads con tintas y
pinceles de adulacidn, vestida de ezul y plats, el
cabellio en <¢ocas, medlo eusrpo dentro deél inflado mirie
fingque, -eovonady la fronte, los clurcs ojos azules Gie
elendo bonded, psreza mental, abulia, ls mano derechs
blandamente calds sobre un cojin rojo, donds estaban la
corona y un celro ideal, semejsnte al gque llevan losg
reyes de baraja. {8, p. 358)

Isabel is portrayed with all her weaknesses and shorteomings,
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Other outstanding histerieal figures who appesr in the

third and Pourth series of the Episodios pegionasles are the

following¢ Cabrera, Noguera, Maroto, OtDomnell, Prim, and
Chrdova. These men ars all generals., Sergeant Gdmez, ane
other historieal personage, is the only enlisted men of
importanes.

In the Episodios nagiomales, to a lesser extent than in
. Contenm

the Novelss wporfness, Galdds tends to approach carictw

ture in giving extremes of morals, physical defects, graedi~

ness, charity, plsty and impliety. At bimes these caricatured
egharacters are prototypes of living versons, and at times
they are porsonages of hiz own invention.

Another characteristiec of Guldbs iz his admiratlon of
ambition ané induatry as desirablse persenal traits., In many
instences, the author depicts chupacters who are ambitions,
snergetie, and industrious, In some of his novels he pare
trays families who have these gualities, and in obher novels
he tuokes individuals anﬁ abtbributes to them the will to work
and the desire to improve their counbry by being productive
people, Negabively, Galdbds dsplores tine lack of these two
qualitiss in so many of his countrymen and often sxhoris
them to greater efforts.

The émthnr deplets many charucters in the third and

fourth series of the Episodios naglonales,revesling a spirid

of tolerance and ¥indness, Thesse personsges reflect Galdbe?

belisef that only bhrough good will and human kindness can
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the soul be saved, ' Other cheracters show that he ?ﬁﬁiix@d
 the peed for a strengthened will power and the necegeliy for

charity, while others portray his love for all human bsings.
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CHAPTER IV

ISTORICAL ELEMERT IN TUE THIRD ARD FOURTH

Wisieihotocies bl

SERIES OF THE EPISODICS HACTOFALES

sence of the historical element in Galdést new

vident from the bitles of the smeries,

hen the author completed his first btwo novele

de pro and El esndaz,
the peeuliar nature of the Spanish struggle for

1 significance, La fonta

and discovered the forses responsibles for Spanish

The two works mede him realize that luman ine
re¢ fundamentally ounly conecepis of abstractions,
basie reallity of socliety is the individual, He
t social reforms ean not be brought about by
ry changes in iﬁ%tiﬁﬁti@ﬂﬁ, but by7a;apirit&ai
ctual recrientation of human belngs. vﬁaiﬁﬁs sow
need for a process of humen reform, and he be-
the transformation of social institutlons would
rally {1, p. 92)., That was his really great
ealige his aims, he set out to revitalize and
he national Spenish novel of the nineteenth cen-
hoa series of shert, plsasant historiesl novels,

o8 naclonnles.
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The historieal novel aaﬁﬁaﬁ, by ibs8 very nature, adhers
strictly to hilstorical fects. Deaplte Galddst impartislity
and agourateness Lo his references to history, he is bound
to skip facts or to deviate from ite Lrue ecourse. The noe-
ture of the histericasl novel ig such that 1t must allow roow
for play of the Imagimation, for when the imaginative pard
is well interwoven with the real, it is not dlfficult to un~
derstand what is bistorical snd what is imeginative., Often
an arid historiesl lesson le guickly forgotien, leaving only
an abetrast and ﬁﬁperficia& ispression, whereasan hisbtorliesl
novel that is woll written ilmuresses the readeyr cnd makes
him see g movewment and wndersiand an epoch, In this sense
Galdds hee taught history--the history of customs which is
the foundatlon of wvenl nhistory.

The third and fourth series of the Eplspdios psclonales

deal with the hisbtory of Spain from the first Carlist Wer to
the exile of Quesn Isabel EEQ The {irst novel of the third

nigtorieally is the story of the

focs

series, zZuwselachrres

milgtary'aﬁﬁﬁeaaaa of the great Basgue General Zumaluclrrew

x

gui. Appointed by the Nevarrese Jjunbts to comsand the Car=-
liet armiss, he recruited an army of about eight thousand
'piak&ﬁ men from the Basgue provinces of Vigcaye, Alsva, and
Guiplscoa, together with Navsrra, He also created a regular
administyation under the jJjunta, lovying taxes in the name of
King Carlos ¥. The war was centered in the Basgue regions,

Wnile the Carlists secured unity of plan by contcentrating
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command under Zumalacirregul, .bthe gristinos, on the contrary
divided suthority between Valdés, Sarsfield, and Esyﬁrtéraw
Tne Carlists had the most hardy soldiers, the B&&qgs people,
whe at the word of comnand would disperse, laa?ing @hﬁf@ an
army nad stood a seemingly vosceable country meaylaﬁ by
shepherds and peasants. The Carlist War wes a gaﬂfuﬁaé
struggle, carried on generally in guerilla f&ﬂhiﬁﬁ,bﬁ amali
benda, end characterized by much heroism and brutal fers&ity,_
| In Hendizfbal the hisboricel events that took place un~
der the premiership of Mendlizdbal, whoe succseded Torrenoc,
ape related. The Jew's ideal was maberial prosperity and
commereinl activity; his bugbear was iths clergy. Hendizdbal
pronised reconcilistion of the two faetlons of fhe gristine
party, Hodorsbtes and Progressives; the conclusion of the wer
within six months; settlement between Ghureﬁ and State; and
reegtablishment of public credit. He dissolved the Juntas
apd dispersed the armed mobs through which they exercised
their authority, issued amesties, and summoned the fortes
to meet for & vevislion of the Royal Statmﬁ&.‘ The Estamentos
oy House met and gave him unlimited powers, ond resction sed
in. He dissolyed the Cortes on January 7, 1836, in order o
carry oub his promises by decree., OUne of The most imporbant
things that he did was to suppress further the orders éf
ﬁuna, ag well an monks, and to offer their ?f@gsrty for sale,
‘Hesetlopary forces sbarted o campaign of libel sgainst Hen-

dizdbal, and his plans were f[rustrated.
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The struggle between the MHederates end the Radiecals for
control of the Queen Regent is nsrrated in Do Qfinte a 1s
Granje. The Queen disliked Hendizdbells policios, and his
Redicsl minlstry was overthrown, Isturiz, hils succospor,
appoiated lesders of the Moderate pardy, and he ﬁoulﬂ not
comprom.se by an alllaence with Lt supperters of ths late
minlstry, Hendlizdbal and his Redicals dsclored themselves
revolutionary, and rumors clreulsted that a revolution was
conling. %hen came the news of the revelt of Badajoz, Valen-
cig, Alleante, ilurcla, and Barcelonaj but still the Queen,
m:8led by the Min.sbry, rsfused To be warned snd to eall the
Progress ves Lo powey. The CUourt was then in its summor
quarters at La Granja. The guerd of honor of La Granjs, une
der the commumad of tho Count of San Romfn and a group of
Radical sergeants, proclaiwed the Constitutlon of 181, with
Isabel as Constitutional Quesn and ner mother as R@g@ﬁt. A
deputation of twoe comnissioned officers and & private were
adritted to the quarters of the Queen. Sergeant (bmez acbed
as spokesman for the depubtation and seb forth the grievances
of the ecuntyy, After three hours of hesitetion the Queen
Regent was forced o sign a decres of three lines ordering
that the Constitublon of 181 should be observed until the

Cortes decided for ths futurs.

Imchapg is the novel in which Lhe rise of Goneral Eas
partero is relsted. When the Cories met as directsed by the

Constitution of 1812, it was evident that the Pfamous
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doeunent was nﬁ@@fk&blﬁ. An alternste scheme drawn up by
the late minisiry lay among the arenives, but the new order
of thinges had put sn end to the Hoderates and all theip
works. Olézage and Arglielles drew up & new constitution for
Constitutlonal and Honsrchileal Spain., Thelr work was ape-
proved by the Cortes on April ¥, 1837. This Constitution
was superier to the one of Cadliz in wmany respects., The Prow
gressive pariy split, and the Hadieals formed an oppeosibion.
Weak ministers prepsred the way for BEsparterots military
digtatoraships Spain, lacking eivil stebillty, became the
plaything of rival generals, Obrdova resigned in the Norih,
and Ords replaced him, Espartero susceeded Oréa =z month
later, Hspartero eoncentrabed his army at Santandsy and
from there went by sea to Portugalete, where he crosged the
river. On Chrisbmas Day, 18359, he defested the Carlists in
Luchana and entered Bilbaoc., EHsparbtero was created Count of
Iuchana, and his power and influsence in Spain béaam@ inmense.

La canpa

del Haestresgo and La ostafebts romfntica

continue the acgount of the ferocious fighting. The story
of the brutslity and murders is appalling. Querter was
rarely given, even te¢ those who surrendsred under promise
that thelr lives would be epared. Hoguera shot Cabrerats
wmother, and in return Cabrera shot six women haﬁt&geﬁ¢ He
also grdered his officers Lo retaliste, if poszible, with
greater ferocity. These were no isolated instances of barw

barity. Subordinate off'icers followed the example set by



the generals and had less to fear {rom pablicity. The novw
sls relate how the Carlist armies approsched the vieinity of
Hadrid and failed to take ik, Espartero succeeded in res-
euing the city, end with fhis fest, his populsrity lncreased
trenendously.

In Vergera, the events that led bo the Convention of
Vergura are recounted, 4n sccount of the rise of Eépaytar@
and his diseiplinary measures to restors the rebellious army
18 given., An outstanding event ls the Generalts Tamous
speeeh to the soldiers, with the effigct that lt had upen
them. Another historical event was the sumwonsing of the
Carlist general, Maroto, who was in France, and his rise to
power in the Carlist army., Outebanding was the rivalry bee
twoon Hepartero and Harviesz, an intﬁrastiﬁg clus to Spanish
polities. & great deal of history is related in Vergars
when it gives an account of the divi&ian among the Carllists,
the declaerabion of Marobo as a traitor, the negotiantions ba~
tween Eepaptero and Haroto, and finally, the Convention of
Vergaors which pub an end to the Carlist VWay in the Baéqﬁ%
Provinces.

In Hoptes de Oca and Los Ayscuehos, Galdés pictures the
nistoriesl evenbts that took place during Hsparterc's rise Lo
power and through the peried o his ragency. In these two
novels references are made to the general slection in Spain
in which Esperterc was successful, his interview with the

Queen Regent, his guerrels with the Jueen, snd the plot to
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kxidnap the young Queen Isabel and her sister. In Los Ayacue
ches, Esparterc's regime caﬁes to an end. CGeldds refers to
the sbolition of the fueros, the revelt in Barcelona, the
deeay of Zspurtercts power, and nis departure {rom Spain.
PBodeg reales is the novel in which Galdbs recounts the
double wedding of Qﬁésn Isabel II to Franeisco de Asis, snd
ner sister, Mavle Luisa, to the Duke of Hontpensier. The
aubhor relates the &utét&ﬁdiﬂg events that took plsce Iin &
series of ministerial changes irom glézege to Bravo, and
fron Brave to Hemdn Harviez. The novel also tells of the
part that the powers, France, IZnglend, and Austria, played
in &f%éﬁging for the morriasgs of 9umesn Isabel. Each of the
powers wanted the marriage %o be Lo iis own aﬁ?amtaga.
Cristina had premised to marry her itwo daughters to Louls
Philippets two sons, bthe Dukes of Aswnfile and Nontpensier.
Fnglandts candidate for the Queents hand was Leopold of Saxe-
Coburg. Austria favored the Count of Montemolin, Carlos VI.
Fxnally,‘tha gaeen-niother and the King of France sgreed that
Tsabel should marry Franciseo de Asis, Duke of Cadiz, and
that Herie Iaiss should marry the Duke of Houtpensier. Both
England and Austriz protested, but the two weddings were cel-
sbrated on the Quesn's sixbeenth birthday, Oetober 10, 1846.
The first two novels of the fourth series of the Episo=

dios pecjonales, Las tormentas del 48 and Narviez, velatse

soms of the eovents bhat btook place during the ten yoars of

Conservative rule from 1843 to 1854, Attentlon is given Lo
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the separatlon of Queen Isabel II and her husband, and the
seandal that followed. With the insurrection in Cutalonia
and the ever-increaning feeling sgainst Serpang, ths Jueen
recalled Narvdesz from Paris to holp her. With Harviez at

the helm, order was soon restored. A recounciliation between
the Queen and her husband was pegotlated by the Nuncle, and
the return of jueen Cristina from Paris gave tﬁe polece the
respectability it lscked. Hapviezts dictatorship, asccompaw
nied by wmardisl law and closed Housaes of Parliament, lusted
n-ne months, ©n the opening of the fortes in Novenber, 1848,
- the Queen congratulated the counbry on the way the revolus
tionary crisis had besn met, the administrative forms had
been carried out, and prosperiiy had been foatered by a
strong goveranmenb., Mention is also made of the protesction
of the Holy Ses offered by the Spanish nation abfﬁad; and
the conciliatory attitu&é of Plas IX ta@arﬁ Spein.

Los duerdes ge lo cemerilla snd La revolucidn de Julie
give sn agcount of the struggle between tﬁa ﬁmdérates and
the Progressives to control the .ueen, Narviez's popularity
diminish@ﬁ, due Lo his tenperament, snd this loss in popu~
larity, along with the Queents opposition, forced him to
reslgn. Bravoe Hurillo, of the dynastle party, became Presie
dent of the Uouncil, and he appointed the MHMarguis of Hiraw
floves as ﬁiuisﬁer of Foreign afiairs; & neo~Catholie,
Conservative, and Royalist chamber devoted to the ministry

was the result, Hors ilmportent was the foncordat with the
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Holy See in 1849, with all its c¢lauses in favor of the
Conreh. The covrupbion that followed was met by oppositlion,
and an attempt was made to kill the Queen by the crazed
pricst, Hartin Herino, HMiraflores tried to rule not only
the Palace bub Spain with the aid of his eamariiia.

O'Donnegll and Aits Tettauen relate how CGenersl ('Domnell

aeized power., He waa an astubte polltiecien, and he formed
one vaatbﬁafty from &ll those who would be satlisfisd to take
"Dynesty and Constitution" as thelir watchword. The sooret
af his sueceess was that the Liberal Union had no poliey.

The guesbtions of the b&l&nﬁa of power beltwesn tho democracy
and the erown, the due representation of each class and ine
torest, and localized or centralized governsent were shelveds
and Spain benefited by the pause in the struggle that had
been agliating her Lor nsarly forty years. O'Donuell gove
erned under the Constitutlon of 1845, bub he 4id not pretend
that it émbﬁdi&& politiecal wisdow. In 185% the Moors and
the Spanisards were on bad terms becsuse iLhse ﬁaaﬁs agecused
the garrvieson of Mellille of trespassing upon theiy léndﬂ for
the purposs of collecting firewood. The Moors vetallabed by
herrying and ill-treating individusls and smell pertises, and
by destroying Spanish oubworks on debatable land near Ceuta.
0fDonnell selzed the opportuniiy %o embark Spain in 8 wap
against the Moors, and on October &2, 1859, the invasion of
Horocco was doglided upon., The General was not willing that

another should have the eredit for the victory, =znd he,
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himsell, took eammﬁxd of the expeditionary force., Aita Igb-
tauen is the novel in which Galdds relates the phases of the
war in Spenish Horoeco.

An sccount of the terminaticn of the Hoorish war is
given in erleos VI gn 1o Bépita. After the Spanisrds had
capbured the ity of Tetuln, the Noors assked on whot condie
tions peace would be granted., But 0fDonnell's demands were
oo severe and Muley sl Abbas refused, for he would not ceds
territory, The {ighting was resumed, snd it culminated in
the Dattle of Wadi~Ras ln whleh the Spaniards won a complebe
victory over the Hoors. luley el Abbas came into the Spene
isn cawp Lo discuss terms., OWDonunell was in a difficull pow-
gition because there was news of a Carlist uprising in Spaing
the Hoorish army was still formlidsble, and to follow it inbe
the Interior would hove been dangerous. 8o 0tDomnsll w&é\
less demanding after the viebory of Wadi~Rap. He insisted
that Tetudn should be left in Spanish possession bomporarily,
on a pledge of the paﬁmﬁnﬁ of indesmity. _Th@,ﬁe&cs wag
signed on April 26, 1850.

The other halfl ¢f the novel deals with ths Carlist upe
risLng in Spaln, Under the guidance of King ?ranam@éﬁrda
Asls, troubled throughout his life by conscienbious doubts
as to his copsortls right to her throne, negotiations wers
undertaken in the hope that the two branches of the family
might bé fused by a marrisge. 7o secure this end, the King

wag prepored Lo wrge his wifels abdication., When the maln
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part of the srmy wag gwey in Africa and the Court of Madrid
sas lulled into seeurlity by a friendly discussion of rival
claims, the Carlists decided to meke a surprise attock in an
affort to attain power. Genoral Orbtogs, ﬂ&p%ain—@@ﬁ@ralyef
the Balearic Islands, was chosen teo comaand the troops which
1anded at Ssn Carlos de 1z Ripita on April 2, 1860, He be-
i1ieved that the presence of & Carlist Prines on Spanish soil
would provoke a general uprising, His venturs foiled Glsngw
trously and he paid for the mistake with his llfe. Don.
Carlos Luis, Count of Fontemolln, and his brother, Fernando,
repained in hiding for a while snd then they wore capturad.
They were sorry for thelr actions and begged the Quesn Lop
pardon, which she granted.

Ls wuelts al pundo en is Humancin tells of the events
which happened in bthe war with Peru and Ghila, Spein's ine
tervention in the West Indies and MHexico had slarmed and
irritated the people of Bpanish Awmerica., DPeru had a spocial
reason for her discontent., Her independence bad never heen
fully recognized, and Spaln still rnainbalined a musber of
claims against her, dating from the time whﬁﬁ she was raled
by a viesroy. 4 diplomatic agent was sent with a Bpanish
squadron to obbain satisfaction for private grievances. The

sgent acted in an aggrescive memmer and seized the Isleas

Chninchas. Diplomatic protests falled and Peru had to pay a
large sun of money on condibion bhat the islands should be

restored snd her independencge recognized,
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By this time other South American republics, feeling
thenselves threstensd, and sure of sympethy in Burope, had
swade the quarrel thelr own., They prepared for war and prome
issd help to Peru., The Spenish udmiral, Pareja, demsnded
from the Chilean government an explanation of its hostile
abbitude, and presented un ultimefumy war broke out, and the
wen, Admiral

Chileans captured the gunboat ¥irgen de Covado

Pareja, upon hearing of the less, committed sulcide. The
smnll Chilean flest wan no wmateh for TtThe largee Spaniszh
fleet and it btook refuge uander the batteries of Valporaliso.
The Spanish fleet c¢ruselly boubarded the clity under the eyesn
of the foreign aguedrons, Unable Lo get supplies and coal
in nostile waters, Hiflez, Paveja's suecessor, was ordeved io
strike o grest blow for the honor of Speln and return hone.
He atbtacked Callso on Iay £, 1866, and withdrew wounded.
This unprovoksd attack brought Spain the haotred of the Spane-

el Amaricsn people snd thelr frisands everywhers.

Prim and La de lop Lrisbes desbinos glve an account of

General Primts revolublonsry activities, his personclity,
the signing of the revolutionsry menifisste, and the f1light
of the Gueen from Spain, Prim relutes ths part that General
Prim played in Hexico vhen the goverpmont sent him to sstile
the Spanish elaims agelnst the Julrex govermment Tor losses
snd injuries by thelr subjects during the wer., Prim withe

" drew from Hexico after FPrance showed signs of terpitorial

equbitions, snd went to Hew Yorky from there bhe seiled back
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to Spain. O¥Donnell would hewe made a seapegost of Prim,
but Gugen Isebel intervened and publiclky commended him fovr
nis actlion in Wer faver., Later Prim tried to sturt o revow
latiaﬁ in Valencia and failed bo get & response from the
people. In 1866, while Spnin wes hpuiliated Dy the lngloe
rious resulte of tho war with Chlle and Per end was golng

theough a comuercial ¢risls provoked by the withdrawal of

foreign capital in antielinablion of & revolution, Frim pub
himseli at thse hesd of two reglmenisc thet bhad wmade their

promunc tmionte at Villerejo. The movement did not spread

8 he hoped, his followers withdrew at the lasi wmomont, and
the uprising did nob muberlalize, Prim was forced to fless
to Portugel.

The svents during the last deys of Queen Isavel's relign

are narrated in Le de los bristes destlaos. Prim took part

n the Dreopuncismicpbo of 1868 In whieh s total revelubion

o

a8 Corsed esguinel the Jueeni she was Lforsed to sbdloate,
snd she laflt Spela nsver to rebure bo nisrule her country.
On September 50, 1868, she erossed the Bidassoa inbo France,
exclaiming, "I thought I had struck desper roots 1n this
lanpd,”

HJer abdication mariked the end of an epoch in Spanish
tigtory and the begloning of o new porlod of strife and cone
fusion. Pérez Guldds logienlly chose this event as the
terainal polant Dor hip Louril series of the Eplsodios pa-

cionales, The remaining six novels desl with ths confused




sbion that repulted, ending flunally in ths coronatlon of

son, sifonso, asg king of Spalin,
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CHAPTER V
CONCLUS IOH

That Guldés was a great literary genius can not be dow
nied. MNost of the literary critice readily admib that he
was the ereator of the modern Spanish novel. Galdbs enjoyed
greater universal snd nationsl appeal than any of his oon=
temporaries, and he has been subjected Lo more biographical
and criticel studies than sny of the Spanish novelists ef
modern bimes. Pederico de Onis says of the authorts DoBie
tion as o wrlter:

Para nosotros, los espafioles, Galdds es ol simbolo
superior de nuestra cultura, el isgo del pasado y del
porvenir, Por eso su famz no decaej y la nueva genorns
¢cibn literaria, tan adversa & la anterior, no vaeila en
proclemarie su precurser y su maesstro y el mis grande
eseritor espafiol que ha nacide en los dos Glilmos sl
glos, despuds gque se apagaron los fuegos del Siglo de
Oro. (4, pp. 118-120)

Moreoyer, Galdbs is the man who with greater knowledgse
and penetration has porbtrayed the 1ife of contemporary Spain.
He does not confine his writing to one proviamece or to one
classj rather, he takes all the uation as his provinece, and
he writes about all the classes of people. His extensive
travels throughout Spain ss well as abroad, gave hlm on in~
timate knowledge of the gsography of Spaln and the geography
of the world in general. He was a "mixer" and never missed

an opportunity to talk directly with the mapses of the

@3



Spanish nation. He knew thelr ways, their likes and dise
1likes, their faith, and thelr lives. Consequently, in hils

- novels he reveals his profound vision of Spein. Romere-
Eﬁvﬁrr& s&&ﬁ; "En 1o obrs de Galdbs estdn, pues, reprosons
tadas todas las provinclas, todos les tipes, todas los
costuimbres y toda s historis espefiol del sigle XIX."
{5, p., 588}

Furthermors, he was endowed with all the artistic quals
ities which all his econtenporaries of gyeat lame possessed.
These arbistic qualitles sre: & thorough understanding of
lif'e, & keen observation, great idens, and an lnventive mind.
In addition, he peossossed @ prodiglous imagination, & sube
dued humor, snd a mestery of the language. Capille saysi
"Galdbs trejo le espada del hombre; la de la inteligenciaj
1 de 1a rawbn; la de la Justicia; la espada de la libertad;
la espada del arie.” (2, p. 61)

Galdbst Episodios paglonales veme a8 & revelation ho

Spanish readeras; they were tired of the literary monsirosi-
ties of previcus days, These novels ars not historieal
rononces in the comson sense of the word; they belong to the
historieal genre which Galdde created in Spanish literature.
The Episodios, like any other literary foym, have precedenis.
Andrenic says that probably the idea was suggested to Galdbs
by the Ersckmann (hatrian brothers, who wrote simlilar histori-
cal novels in France (1, p. 12). Five ssrises of bthese nove

els, & total of forty-six volumes, were wrltten by Guldbs.



9%

Taen novel wibthin each seriss is complete, and can be read
independently from the others. The novels of each serlss
are pelated to each other by the same theme, (aldbs! pur-
pose is bto interpret history in terms of the tarasn spirlt,

Throughout the fortye-six novels, the suthor iavcénsiatw
ent in his treatment of history., The povellstic and the
nistorieal slsmenbts are usually parsllel, snd both are so
cleverly Lnberwoven that the resder 1s only aware of one
glet. Desp.te the many ramifications of the plots, they are
written with slmplicity and clarity. The nnﬁbar’ﬁf charag
ters that appear in the [ive serlies paussss the thousand nark,
and they are well depicted.

Although Galdds is not most famous for his IEpisodl

naclonales, they certainly are a evedilt Lo him, &nﬁ & bless-
ing to the aversge Spaniavd, The Episodios nerrate history
with accurasy of time, place, and acblon, Because of the
authorts knowledge of histery and his creatlive ahiliﬁy, he
rovives an epoeh and mekes the readsr live in it, Concern=
ing this, Andrenlo sayst

El arte de Oaldbs en los BEpisodios pnacionales ha
eonsistido en darnos la visibn corriente y contemporfe
nes de les sucesos histéricos) en colocar al lector en
une poslcibn de presencis, en la poslieldn de un contem
pordneo que ve pasar los nechos, gque pura 81 no me llaw
man nistoria, sino ?uﬁ ge apellidan inguietud, entu~
siagmo, dolor, hercisme, terror, alectos psraonalss y
movimientos del fnimo. (1, p. 3:)

The third series of the Episodios naglonales begins

with Zumalsedrregui and ends with Podas reales. The era
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coveresd in this seriss iz from the first Carlist Wer ta ithe
time when Isabel II marries, This pericd of thirtesn yeors
i doveted mainly to the war between the two ¢lalnonts to
the throne~-Iisabel II and Carlos V--and the twa‘gozitical
regimes thet supported thelr causs.

The novelistic parallel to the histerical section deals
with the advenbures of Fernando Calpens, an illegitimate son
of aristoeratic parente, Calpens ls Intelligent, well edus
cated, and of liberal ideology. Upcn discovering his mother,
he accepts ner and lives with her. ?il&?, tiis mother, and
her half-sizster, Teresa, have besn guarrsling lor years.
Toresa 18 brying to merpy her son, Hodrige, an arvistocrat
end & traditionsl Cabholie, to Demetrias, an intelligent and
iiberal young girl. 4 bitter struggle follows, for Pllar,
too, decides Lo marry Calpsna to Demetria, Calpena is umare
ried to Demetyris, and her sister, (Gracia, is married %o
Ibero in & double wedding. A feow days later Isabel 11 and
her sister Heria Luisa marry Fran&iéﬁﬂ de Asfls and Honbe
pens.er in o doubls wedding,

Galdds portrays several hisbtorieal Pigures of the epoch,
such &8 Zumslsefrregul, Hendizfbal, and Ezparteros he roe
lates & feow great historlieal sevents, but the stress is oh
the novellstic element. The novels of this series deal ale
wost completely with civil uistory. Twe importont culbural
gvente take place-~ithe transition from classiclism to romahs

ticism, and the passing of romanticisam to sentimentalism.
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A ehanze in scclety tskes plage and & new niddle clasn rises

a8 2 result of the confiscation of church gﬁﬁp@fﬁy, which
was sold to individuanls, individusl profive from the civil
wor, and the introduction of the railroads.

The aswthor 18 eoncernsd with the worth of the individe
ual; he wants the personages Lo attein prominencs, to dig-
tinguish between good and evil, and to become tolerant. A%
this time Guldés iz optimistic ms he views hls warks Trom a
new spirlitual, moral, and esthetic viewpoulnb.

The fourth series begins with Les bormentas del 48 snd

ends with Lz de los tristes desiinos. This serlss nerrates

the politieal evenis which prepared the way for the Revolue
tion of 1848, whieh brings to an end the reiga of Isabel IIL.

Motivated by his now ssthetle orieuntation, Galdds no
Longer is interested in interpreting the historical esvents
that he marvabest instead, he wisheg to penetrate the soul
of the Epsniard, snd to study the individusl and his cone
fliects. Dy this tinme Gﬁlﬂ&é hag lost all hopes of orientas
ting hig counbrymen, and he beglns to doubt the utility of
his works.

Then he resorts to the syabelle, He does this by syms
boliring the entire history of Christian Spain through the
snsfres family, Domiciana, and Caphain Graciéﬁ‘ Cazelduero
explalne the symbolism as Iollows: »

Galdds biene sumo cuidado en que el simbolismo ses may

olaro, de manera gue 58 perciba lommedlatanentes lo gue
reprepenbss la Formacidn de la Espafle eristisna vy su
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decadensia, s ovidenbte gque con esba Ciguracibn poco
podfe adelantay en su capbacidn del alus espafiola, ¥
Imcile se transformws vronto sp upa mmjer espafiola, parm
terminar siendo un persons je cuyo senlkido se plerde.
Imeila, sin embargo, €8 la gus intenbe mstar s Domiciaw
na, y con su mismo pufinl el sacerdobe Merino lleva a
calbo el atentado contra Isabel IL, Kl atenbado signi«
fieativo del episodio no es sl histdrico, sino el nove-
lesco, 8l de Luclla--Egpafis--contrs Domicisna--la Sovr
Patrocinlo novelesca~-, los fuerzas oscurantisias gue
tratan y logran sepsrar al Capitfan (2l ejbrcito) del
servicio de Espafla {del amor de Lumeila) parae ponerle al
suye vropio. (3, pp. 190=-181)

As & rule the plots of the third sand fourth scries dew
velop rather nlowly. OSome of them are complex znd others
are loose ploks which have wany vemiflcations, There are
too meny charscters. Usually there is one mele meln characw
téf who 1z the hero of the enbtire seriss. Goldde uses the
epistolary and aubobiographleal metinods of narrating hlstory.
In the thivd series Calpens, the novelisilie hero, snd his
mother, Pilar, do most of the narrating by 2 series of lobw
%éﬁﬂ,rﬁut gcens lonally, & ninoy characlter nerratss orally.
In the fourth gerlies Fajurdo, who represents the anthor, is
the nareator of the history. Another device théat Galdds
uses is the wervellous element as Ychorus®, When the resder
smat be made to witness events oubside the fleld of aetion,
one views them im a hellucination, or through the Huss of
Spanlezh history, or else a spirit appeere Lo supply the nogs
essury informmtion,

Galdds is an artist iln the depletion of his charactevs
in the Bpisodies as he ig in hiz other works., There iz no

type of character that Galdbe doss not portray. Despibe the
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faet that he had net previcusly depicted the aristoerscy, In
the third and fourth series he gives & good portrayal of the
upper class through the persone of Bwparén, Urdeneta, Teresa
de Scrififn, and Pilar Loaysa, The auﬁhar is syperb in the
depiction of the wmiddle elass; oubstanding are the cesantes,
lilagro, Sowoble, and Garéaaea, and the femilies of Arrabla
and Ansfirez, His sbnormal charscters, Churl, Teoresa Villaes«
cusa, and Maleans are well portrayed. The historical charw
acters of Zumslacdrregui, Hendizfbel, Esparters, and Prim
are masterpieces of his artistie pen. Romera-Ravarre quotbes
this aboul Galdds? chavacters: "Son ban universsles como
los de Cervantes, porgue sun existenc.as estén tejldes con
los hilos eberncs del smor, del destino y de la musrte.!
{5, p. B584) |

As seen bthrough the characters in the third apd fourth

seriea of the Episcodios necionsles, (aldbst sympaithies are

evident, His chevacters show tolerance and kindness, the
will to work for ééifu@att@rmen% a8 well as [or the anation,
a charivable atiitude, love for ell that is huwen, and faith
in God without Tormaliswm, |

Whether the Episodios nacionsles are still 1iving Litw

erature is 4diffieult to asceriaim., VWhat is certain is that

the Zpisod]

a8 were popular in Spain, that the average Spane
iard profited by reading them, that they baught history, and
that they created 2 sound demosratic publie opinion in Spaln.

And certainly, what 1s of the most significance iz that the
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Episodios brought .nto existenge an intellipent rsuding pube

lie in 8pain {6, p. 83).

The Episodios nseionalss, as a whole or ln paurt, should

make interesbing and edussationsl reading., Anyons who has
the time and degirs to read any purt of thoepe nayelg 18 pure
to profit by them, for they sre full of interest and husman
emotion, Studenis eof social studles, yarﬁiﬁuiariy, should
find Galdbs?! works interesting because of thelr transcendan
tal moral signifieance, ithe presentation of the religious
question, the deplction of fapatielsm and clericalism that
existed in Spain in the nineteenth century, and the trué
picturs of the material and spiritusl world.

The Episgdios are only & small part of Guldbst works.

e has an impressive oubput of other literay forms. In

addition to the forty-six novels in the Eplsodio:

he wrote thirdy novels of various Lypes, twentyefour dramas,
and an updetsrmined number of short stories, srbticles, grite
icieme, and sssaye whieh convributed to the propeogation of
thought and conseience, With this Pertility of pen, Galdbs

takes & place smong tone Spanish litervary impovtals,
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