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Background: 
Open Access and Scholarly Communication



•Numerous emerging trends fundamentally change 
the directions of scholarship:

• The development and availability of interoperable Open Access 
content 

• global and explosive growth of social networking, 
• inter-institutional data sharing, 
• cross discipline collaborations, etc. 

Background



Emerging Trends

• Expressions of scholarship are increasingly becoming more diverse
• Rate of creation of new data and data sets
• Storage format evolution and obsolescence

• Maintaining accessibility to data through links and search results
• Different community inclined to share items at different level of normalization
• Comparability of semantic and ontological definitions of data sets

• Access from anywhere, anytime, via whatever (mobile) devices
• Embracing true user-centric in any context 
• Giving users what they need with freedom and flexibility

• Altmetrics for measuring impact in this diverse scholarly ecosystem
• Traditional metrics vs. usage metrics vs. divorcing a metric from the scholarly work
• Rethinking vs. revolutionizing the analysis of the value and impact of scholarly work



Emerging Roles of Academic Libraries
• Scenario 1: Research Entrepreneurs

• “individual researchers are the stars of the story”. Academic institutions and disciplinary silos are no 
longer relevant for entrepreneurial researchers who chase short-to-long term contract work from 
private and public sources.

• Scenario 2: Reuse and Recycle
• Outlines a world defined by an “ongoing scarcity of economic resources” which forces the reuse and 

recycling of research activities, with virtually no public support for research.

• Scenario 3: Disciplines in Charge
• Utilizing advances in information technology “computational approaches to data analysis dominates 

the research enterprise”, fostering massive research projects aligned around “data-stores”.

• Scenario 4: Global Followers
• As funding forces dry up in the West academic power shifts to the Middle East and Asia. Scholars 

continue to do their research but with new cultural influences from Middle Eastern and Asian 
funding agencies.



Emerging Roles of Academic Libraries
Source: (Pinfield et al., 2014: http://eprints.whiterose.ac.uk/76839/15/wrro_76839.pdf)     

http://eprints.whiterose.ac.uk/76839/15/wrro_76839.pdf


Trends and Initiatives to 
Foster Open Access to 

Scholarly Outputs



• The Open Access movement is transforming scholarly communication
• Open Access - (provision of unrestricted online access to results/outputs of research 

& development)

• Various factors, including local and national mandates for sharing the 
research outputs drive scholars to rethink traditional scholarship models.

• Since the late 1990s various national and international funding agencies have 
required grant applicants to describe not only the intellectual merit of the proposed 
research, but also its broader impact to society.

• More calls for open access and data management were issued by prominent funding 
agencies, such as NIH, NSF, NEH.

• White House directive (February 2013): - Increase Access to the result of Federally 
Funded Scientific Research

• More Local Initiatives: - Denton Declaration
https://www.clir.org/pubs/reports/pub160/denton-declaration

Open Access and Scholarly Communication

https://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/microsites/ostp/ostp_public_access_memo_2013.pdf
https://openaccess.unt.edu/denton-declaration
https://www.clir.org/pubs/reports/pub160/denton-declaration


• Just yesterday (December 15, 2016), eight prominent funding 
organizations team up to launch Open Research Funders Group (ORFG)

• Together, they represent nearly $5 billion in combined annual grant 
funding and have committed to foster efforts in sharing research articles 
and data.

• Such initiatives indeed, will accelerate the pace of discovery, reduce 
information-sharing gaps, encourage innovation, and promote better 
reproducibility in the research environment. 

• See: http://www.orfg.org/

New Initiatives: ORFG

http://www.orfg.org/
http://www.orfg.org/
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Copyright and Fair Use 
Revisiting Copyright Issues





Summary and 
Concluding Remarks



Thank you!


