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Editor’s Foreword

In analyses of the professional literature of the field of near-death 
studies, a consistent finding is a relative dearth of attention to non- 
Western near-death experiences (NDEs). The first article in this issue 
of the Journal contributes to remediation of that problem. Masayuki 
Ohkado, Ph.D., professor of education at Chubu University in Japan, 
and Bruce Greyson, M.D., Carlson Professor of Psychology at the Uni-
versity of Virginia (UVA), report on their collaboration while Ohkado 
was a visiting professor in Greyson’s UVA division. They draw on a 
collection of in-depth interviews of 22 Japanese experiencers (NDErs) 
to provide a profile of the content of those experiences, compare that 
content to the content of Western NDEs, and discuss the findings in 
terms of the extent to which NDE content can be considered cross-
culturally universal or culturally influenced.

Next, Robert Perry, B.A., and Greg Mackie, B.A., both teachers 
of A Course in Miracles at a center based in Arizona, undertake a 
comparison of a different type. They first briefly explain the history 
and nature of the Course. They proceed to make what, in terms of 
published NDE literature, is an initial attempt to extrapolate from 
NDEs a philosophical perspective and then draw comparison to the 
philosophi cal perspective expressed in A Course in Miracles. Their 
compari son yields a predominance of similarities and a few—in some 
cases, noteworthy—differences.

Then Samantha Banbury, Ph.D., and Esther Murray, Ph.D., both 
on the psychology faculty at London Metropolitan University, offer a 
review of Patricia Pearson’s 2014 book, Opening Heaven’s Door: In-
vestigating Stories of Life, Death and What Comes After. The review-
ers report that Pearson provided numerous anecdotes of near-death 
phenomena, examined various explanatory theories for them, and 
came away from the endeavor with a non-reductionistic perspective 
on them, advocating for them to be accepted and addressed in terms 
of their meaning to those who experience them. For this reason, Ban-
bury and Murray recommend the book to health professionals and lay 
people alike.

The issue closes with two Letters to the Editor involving specula-
tions regarding NDEs as possible sources of famous psychics’ abili-
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ties. In the first letter, Neil Helm, M.A., reports on his investigation 
arising from a speculation about early 20th century U.S. psychic and 
medical intuitive Edgar Cayce: that Cayce’s transpersonal abilities 
were the aftereffects of a childhood drowning-related near-death ex-
perience. In the second letter, Prof. Ivan Andreev Manev reports on 
his speculation that 20th-century Bulgarian clairvoyant Vanga may 
have first exhibited her transpersonal abilities following a near-death 
experience; Manev goes on to speculate about the possible mechanism 
of telepathy.

It is my hope that the various explorations into NDEs and their 
aftereffects will provide readers with new perspectives that are both 
thought provoking and worthwhile in their own developing under-
standings and ongoing speculations.
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