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Editor’s Foreword

Extending the focus on case studies that comprised the last issue 
of this Journal, this issue includes two more articles of this type—
following the opening article describing a quantitative study. In the 
lead article, Alexander Batthyány, PhD, who holds two academic ap-
pointments in Europe, describes his analysis of over 650 near-death 
experience (NDE) narratives, gleaned from three major Internet re-
positories, that included reference to complex visual imagery and/or 
cognition that reportedly occurred during unconsciousness accompa-
nied by cardiac and respiratory arrest. His investigation reveals that, 
in accordance with both previous observations and research in the 
field of near-death studies, experiencers described vision and thinking 
during their NDEs that, according to current prevailing materialist 
models of brain function, should not have been possible.

Next, Titus Rivas, MA, MSc, of the Netherlands, along with co-
authors Elizabeth Carman, LHD, and Neil Carman, PhD, of the US, 
and Anny Dirven of the Netherlands, present a collection of case stud-
ies of young children’s pre-existence memories that include paranor-
mal aspects—in a few of the cases unconfirmed, but in most of the 
cases confirmed. As with compilations of confirmed paranormal as-
pects of NDEs—such as in the forthcoming book The Self Does Not 
Die—the weight of evidence points to the objective reality of the phe-
nomenon. The primary relevance of children’s pre-birth memories to 
the field of near-death studies is the similarity of spiritual existence 
as the children describe it to spiritual existence as near-death expe-
riencers describe it. Serendipitously, Batthyány’s work substantiates 
one of Rivas et al.’s conclusions: “Just like NDEs that occur during 
cardiac arrest while there is insufficient cortical blood flow to account 
for the presence of usually lucid and complex consciousness, these pre-
existence memories appear not to be plausibly explained by the work-
ings of the brain.” The publication of this article at this time is bit-
tersweet in that co-author Dirven passed away just before the article 
went to press. Her co-authors and I dedicate it to her memory. 

This issue closes with a case study by renowned paranormal dream 
researcher Stanley Krippner, PhD, Alan Watts Professor of Psychol-
ogy at Saybrook University. In this case, a U.S. Army events planner 
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has a series of dreams in which she receives specific information pre-
viously unknown to her but relating to—and confirmed as accurate 
by—an assistant chaplain with whom she works. The case seems to 
illustrate a sub-type of after-death communication that has recently 
been addressed in this Journal (33[2] and 34[1]) as an aftereffect of 
NDEs: spontaneous mediumship experiences. In these experiences, a 
living person unexpectedly receives from a deceased person an un-
invited message meant for another living person. In Krippner’s case, 
however, the events planner has no memory of ever having had an 
NDE—whereas the assistant chaplain reported numerous combat-
related NDEs. Thus, the value of this case to the field of near-death 
studies is its in-depth reporting of a phenomenon only recently iden-
tified as an NDE aftereffect—but clearly not limited to near-death 
experiencers.

 It is my hope that readers find that this issue of the Journal con-
tributes to the breadth and depth of their knowledge of the field of 
near-death studies.
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