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To the Editor:

Keith Augustine (2007) repeatedly invoked the epistemological
standard that extraordinary claims require extraordinary evidence.
However, he ignored William James’s “white crow” standard: “If you
wish to upset the law that all crows are black, you mustn’t seek to
show no that crows are; it is enough if you prove one single crow to be
white” (James, 1897, p. 5). As applied to the nature of near-death
experiences (NDEs), this standard would suggest that one example of
a veridical NDE not explainable by any means other than discarnate
consciousness would be sufficient to prove its existence. My reading of
the literature has not convinced me that we yet have that one
irrefutable instance, but I remain hopeful that we shall.
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