
Letters

Bozzano and Deathbed Visions

To the Editor:
We still have some objections to Ronald Siegel and Ada Hirschndan's

approach (1984) to historical research in parapsychology, as seen
in their response to a previous critique (Alvarado and Stevenson,
1984) of their paper discussing Ernesto Bozzano's work with deathbed
visions (Siegel and Hirschman, 1983). Our objections are mainly to
the presentation of information and inferences without the bibli-
ographical documentation required in historical papers.

The authors point out in their reply that they "also referred in
passing to his [Bozzano's] publications between 1905 and 1910 in
Annals of Psychical Science, which included the 1906 paper cited
by Carlos Alvarado and Ian Stevenson" (p. 176). However, they
presented no references to these papers (other than a secondary
one referring to several of them), nor to the 1906 one on deathbed
visions, which is not satisfactory from the historical and bibliogra-
phical point of view.

In their reply, Siegel and Hirschman said, "We stated that Richet,
in a letter to Bozzano, found that the survival theory was the most
salient explanation of all the facts" (p. 177), and that the letter
they were referring to was the one published by Bozzano (1924).
However, the original article makes no reference to a letter, saying
only that Richet "was eventually converted to the survival theory
by Bozzano," and that the "source of that conversion" (p. 196)
was Bozzano's (1923) monograph on deathbed visions. Furthermore,
the letter here referred to does not express conviction of survival
by Richet. Perhaps clearer evidence for Richet's conversion to
survival may emerge in the future, but we cannot help being puzzled
by the way the historical evidence is handled here: affirmations are
made without quoting relevant sources, and contradictions between
the initial paper and the later reply are apparent.

In the initial paper it was said that Bozzano "became attracted to
parapsychology through the work of Eusapia Palladino during the
early 1890s" (p. 195). In the reply Siegel and Hirschman said "We
agree that Bozzano was influenced by Eusapia Palladino but we
never stated they had sittings in the early 1890s, only that Bozzano
was attracted to parapsychology and Palladino during the early
1890s" (pp. 176-177). However, our critique centered on the issue
of Bozzano becoming interested in parapsychology because of
Palladino. The evidence indicates that Bozzano was interested in
the field before he had contact with Palladino.
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Regarding Bozzano's influences on British and American psychical
researchers, we think the problem is more complex than the lack of
translations into English. Our point was that other factors, such as
the opinion these researchers had of Bozzano's evidential standards,
are important in this respect. The reception of ideas and specific
lines of research in science is complex and involves many variables,
as seen, for example, in Seymour Mauskopf and Michael McVaugh's
(1980) study of some aspects of parapsychology's history.

In general, our complaint is that the paper here discussed presents
diverse statements and inferences without proper bibliographical
documentation. Since these are important tools of historical research,
we do not think it is unreasonable to ask for more details or express
doubts as to several of the statements presented.
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