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PREFACE

The following chapters attempt to show the work that has

been done toward restoration, preservation, and marking of

historic spots in Texas by patriotic societies, individuals,

civic groups, the Centennial Commission, and other agencies.

It has not been the purpose of the writer to go into de-

tails regarding every one of the sites and individual markers,

especially in instances in which several of the same type

were erected. In such cases a general description of the

markers is given, together with a general idea of the type of

inscription that appears on them. Since so much was done by

the Centennial Commission, more attention has been devoted

to its activities than to those of other organizations un-

able to carry out such an extensive program. Credit is due

a great many organizations, societies, and individuals that

have helped to further the memory of the past by aiding in

the program.

In many instances it has been necessary to rely upon in-

formation from magazines, newspapers, Chamber of Commerce bul-

letins, pamphlets, and personal letters, because of the lack

of recorded material. The information obtained, however, has

been weighed and carefully compared with other sources on the

same subject until its authenticity is assured.

III
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CHAPTER I

EARLY STATE MOUMT S AND HISTORICAL MARKERS

ESTABLISHED IN TEXAS BY THIE DAUGHTERS OF

THE AMERICAN REVOLT ION

There is perhaps no other state in the Union that has as

many historic spots as Texas. Its experience has been so

varied that almost every county cherishes some site made sae

cred by the early patriots. Texas has been so busy making

history that she has not had time to mark and preserve the

earlier places of historic interest until rather recent years.

During the pioneer and Revolutionary periods the people were

fighting for their existence against the hazards of nature

and the tyranny of Santa Anna, respectively. The Republic was

too short--lived to give time and thought to historic deeds,

and early statehood was out short by the Civil War and the

horrible days of reconstruction. With only a few exceptions,

restoration, preservation, and marking is a comparatively new

trend among the people of this state.

Very few monuments were erected in Texas before the year

1900. One was placed in 1839 over the grave of William C.

Swearington, who fought in the battle of San .acinto as a
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member of Captain Amasa Turner's regiment. 1

In 1841 an artist named Nagle made a monument honoring

those who had fallen in the Alamo. This memorial, said to

have been constructed of stones saved from the fortress, was

finally purchased, after about twenty years, by the state at

a cost of $2,500. Placed in the hall of the capitol, it re-

mained there until partly destroyed by the fire of November

9, 1881. Fragments of the monument are now in the State Li-

brary at Austin. 2  Another monument honoring the Alamo heroes

was placed on the State Capitol grounds in 1901.3

Some monuments were also placed in the State Cemetery,

a twenty-five acre tract at Austin given by General Edward

Burleson, who in 1851 was the first to be buried there. There

is located the grave of Stephen F. Austin above which rises a

magnificent bronze statue done by Pompeo Coppini and placed

there by the state. 4 In the State Cemetery also is the grave

and monument of Joohana Troutman, a Georgia girl who designed

the flag carried at Goliad. This memorial was also erected

1 Bess T. Scott, "Destroy Not the Landmarks of Thy Fathers,
Houston Post, February 14, 1936.

2 C. . Raines, "The Alamo Monument," The Quarterly of
the Texas State Historical Association, II 1903), 300. See
also~~i liamiCorner, San Ant io d e Be 2iiaGuitdeoand , istr,

p. 124; Alex Dienst, "T he Alamo Monument," The 2uarterlxof
the Texas State Historical Association, VIIT~1904T, 83-84.

3 "Alamo Monument, " Austin American Statesman, March 31,
1935.

4 Samuel E. Gideon, Historic and Picturesque Austin, n. p.
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by the state after the body of the young woman was moved from

a Georgia cemetery.5 The state has placed markers above the

graves of many other Texas patriots buried in the State Ceme-

tery. Among those whose bodies lie there are Governor Lub-

bock, General Hardeman, Ashbel Smith, John A. Wharton, Al-

bert Sidney Johnston, Colonel Josiah Wilbarger, and Big Foot

Wallace.6

At various places over the state a great many Confederate

monuments were placed earlier than 1900, but these were erected

principally by civic groups and in most cases the records are

not available.

Since the beginning of the twentieth century, however,

more interest has been manifested by patriotic societies,

civic groups, and individuals toward locating, restoring,

and marking the many historic places of interest in Texas.

Yet, only a few were placed up to 1925 in comparison to the

number that were placed from that date through the year 1936.

The Centennial celebration year spurred the activities

of restoring and marking the places of historic interest in

Texas. The Highway Department was given permission by the

Legislature to erect markers along the highways. A State

Centennial Commission was set up, and a very thorough system

5lbid. See also H. 9D. Pope, "Honoring a Texas Heroine, "

Naylor's Dic-Centurl, III (January, 1937), 26-27; The Dallas
Morning News, June 13, 1937.

6 Gideon, 2P. cit., n. p.
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under the Board of Control was instituted to further the Cen-

tennial activities of marking and restoring, and to encourage

the efforts of many organizations and individuals. Hundreds

of markers, monuments, and statues have been erected; duplica-

tions have, in most cases, been avoided, and little has been

omitted to insure the proper marking of historic spots.

The Daughters of the American Revolution have always

been recognized as one of the leading national patriotic so-

cieties since its organization in 1890. Its membership con-

sists only of those who are direct descendants of ancestors

who took part in the American Revolution. The objectives of

the society are

to perpetuate the memory of the spirit of the men and

women who achieved American independence; to promote
institutions for the general diffusion of knowledge;
to cherish, maintain and extend the institutions of

American freedom; to foster true patriotism and love

of country; and to aid in securing for mankind all the
blessings of liberty.7

They have ever had as one of their principal aims the mark-

ing of spots made memorable in history and the pointing out

by suitable monuments places and trails otherwise lost to view.

The society has more than 100,000 members and is divided into

state units for the purpose of better carrying on this work.8

In the years immediately following the organization, a

7 "Daughters of the American Revolution," New Internation-
al Encyclopedia, 2nd. ed., VI, 516.

8 lbid.
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great interest was manifested in the "historic spots" associ-

ated with the American Revolution, and plans were made to re-

cord and mark these spots with appropriate monuments. The

first active work done was the marking of graves of American

Revolutionary soldiers and the daughters of American Revolu-

tionary fathers. A good example of this type of marker is

a granite boulder erected in 1908 in Sam Houston Park, Houston,

to Alexander Hodge, one of Marion's men during the Revolution-

ary war.10

Later the organization extended its work to include all

points identified with this country's history, both national

and state. Each state unit of the organization was urged to

locate and to mark places linked with its own history. This

work was to be done either through the state organization or

the local chapters. 1 1

Since there are now forty-eight political units of this

organization in the United States, and each has a history

particularly its own, it can readily be seen that each state's

history will get adequate recognition as well as that of the

nation. Texas is not only large territorially, but larger in

9 Markers Placed bx the Texas j ters of the American
Revolution, compiled by Anne Johnston Ford, pp. 22, 24, 38, 50,
58 This pamphlet is hereinafter referred to as D. A. R.
Markers.

1 0 Ibid. p. 66. See also Mrs. C. F. Jewett, "Historic

Spots and~Old Trails in Harris County," Records of the Texas

TDaughters of the American Revolution. These records are here-
inafter referred to as D. A. R. Records.

11 D. A. R. Markers, p. 7.
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historic interest than many nations of the world. Therefore,

the work done in Texas by this organization in recording and

marking "historic spots" has been a major project filled with

intense interest on the part of the state and local chapters.

The following pages will give a rather brief, and yet a con-

cise study of the historic places and persons held worthy by

the Daughters of the American Revolution to be honored by

markers, monuments, statues, plaques, etc.

Old Texas Trail Markers

Among the most interesting of the series of markers

placed by the Daughters of the American Revolution are those

which mark the "Old Kings' Highway," the "Butterfield Trail,"

"The Central National Road of the Republic of Texas," and the

"lo dge City T.rail. 12

One hundred twenty-three red granite boulders bearing the

following inscription mark the "Old Kings' Highway":

KINGS HIGHWAY
CAMINO REAL

OIJ) SAN AT ONIO ROAD
MARKED BY THE

DAUGHTERS OF THE
AERICAN REVOLUTION

AND THE ST ATE OF TEXAS
A. D. 191813

1Ibi d. ,p. 8. See also Mary Carter Toomey, "Historic
Spots Are Marked for Centennial," The Dallas Morning News,
March 20, 1935.

13D. A. R. Markers, pp. 12-13.
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These markers were placed at five-mile intervals along

the route of the El Camino Real determined by Professor T. E.

Dunn, an archivist of the University of Texas. The first

marker was placed at Pendleton's Ferry on the Sabine, and the

final one was placed at Eagle Pass on the Rio Grande. The

route thus marked passes through San Augustine, Nacogdoches,

Crockett, Bryan, Bastrop, and San Antonio. This project cost

approximately $14,000, which was partially paid by legislative

appropriation.1 4

Several markers have been erected by various .chapters of

the Daughters of the American Revolution along the route of

"The Central National Road of the Republic of Texas." This

road was chartered by the Republic of Texas, and was to be

paid for by donations of public lands not exceeding one hun-

dred sixty acres per mile of road. The road proper was to be

"thirty feet wide, the bridges fifteen feet wide, and stumps

were not to be left more than twelve inches high." This road

had its beginning at the three forks of the Trinity and went

to the mouth of the Kiamichi River, which was a stream that

emptied into the Red River from the north at a point near the

present city of Paris. The road was actually laid out from

John Neeley Bryan's home (present-day Dallas) to Fort Inglish

(present-day Bonham) .15

1 4 Jewett, pf. cit. See also Toomey, T he Dallas morning

News, March 20, 1935.

15D. A. R. Markers, p. 16.

'I
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In 1929, the Joseph Ligon Chapter of Paris erected a

pink granite boulder at Paris, and just north of Greenville,

the Thomas Wynn Chapter placed a similar boulder to designate

the intersection of "The Central National Road of the Re-

public of Texas" with the present state highway number 42.

The Jane Douglas Chapter of Dallas in the same year erected a

drinking fountain near White Rock Lake east of the city on

the Bankhead highway where the "Central National Road of the

Republic" enters Dallas. It is claimed that it was on this

road that Sam Houston entered Texas. 1 6

In 1849 the United States Government sent General R. B.

Marcy to California in order that he might log the best pos-

sible trail for the people who were seeking gold in California

and homes in Texas. He started from Fort Smith, Arkansas, and

went westward through Oklahoma and the Northern Panhandle of

Texas. He did not like the course he had taken, however, and

upon his return logged the "trail" from El Paso on the Rio

Grande to Preston on the Red River near the present city of

Denison. Pioneers began to use this trail that had been laid

out by General Marcy, and it soon became known as "Marcy's

Trail." 1 7 Indians gave much trouble, however, and it became

16Iid., pp. 16, 20. See also Texas, in the Records of
the Texas Daughters of the American Revolution. These rec-

ords are in the possession of the State Regent of the Texas
Daughters of the American Revolution and consist of a collec-
tion of miscellaneous documents and papers. The pages are
not numbered. These materials are hereinafter referred to as
Texas, D. A. R.).

17D. A. R. Markers, p. 20.



9

necessary to establish forts at intervals along the way.

Forts Belknap, Phantom Hill, and Chadbourne were soon established,

and this is probably why the Texas and Pacific Railroad fol-

lowed this general route. In 1929, the Martha Jefferson Ran-

dolph Chapter of Sherman joined the Grayson County Historical

Society in placing a granite marker in Sherman where Marcy's

Trail passed in 1849.18

Another Texas trail was opened up in 1858 when John But-

terfield was given a contract by the Government of the United

States to carry the mail over a southern route from St..Louis

to San Francisco. The "Butterfield Trail," as it was soon

called, entered Texas at Colbert's Ferry on Red River and fol-

lowed a westward course from Gainesville, passing near the

present towns of Bridgeport, Jackoboro, Graham, and Abilene,

leaving the state at El Paso. 1 9 Local chapters of the Daughters

of the American Revolution at Gainesville, Sherman, San Angelo,

and Abilene each erected a stone marker on the old Butterfield

Trail in their own vicinity in 1929.20

A granite boulder was erected on the Butterfield Trail

near El Paso by the Rebecca Stoddert Chapter of that city in

1929. It also marks the site of old Fort Bliss which was built

18Ibid., p. 20. See also Toomey in The Dallas Vornin
News, March 20, 1935.

19D. A. R. Markers, p. 18. See also Toomey in The Dallas

Mornipg~News,~March 20, 1935.

20D. A._R. Markers, pp. 18, 20, 42, 56. See also Toomey
in The Dllas~MorningNews, March 20, 1935.
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in 1848 by the Government of the United States. It was named

in honor of General W. S. Bliss, Adjutant General in the Mexi-

can War under General Zachary Taylor. 2 1

Following the Civil War the cattle industry flourished

in Texas; speculators came in and bought up Texas cattle in

large herds and drove them north to market. Because of the

extension of the railroads into Kansas, Dodge City became the

terminus of the long drives from Texas. The trail beaten out

from Texas to Kansas became known as the "Dodge City Trail."

It started toward the north in the Nueces region and passed

thirty miles or more west of San Antonio. The route crossed

diagonally the water sheds of the Colorado and Brazos Rivers

and passed out of the state at Doan's Crossing on the Red

River in Wilbarger County. A tablet has been placed on the

court house lawn of Coleman County by the Captain William

Buckner Chapter of Coleman,. which marks a spot on the Dodge

City Trail. 2 2

monuments Erected

The State Chapter of the Daughters of the American Revo-

lution and the citizens of Navasota erected a monument in

memory of Robert Cavalier de La Salle near the place where he

was murdered while trying to find the Mississippi River. The

21 D. A. R. Markers, p. 56.

22D. A. R. Markers, p. 42. See also Toomey in The Dallas
orninz News, arch 20, 1935.
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monument is made of a large granite boulder with the statue

of La Salle standing upon it. The memorial was erected March

6, 1930.23

On the campus of the University of Texas, among other

monuments to great men, stands a large granite boulder placed

there in 1932 by the State Chapter of the Daughters of the

American Revolution to mark the spot where a fifty thousand

dollar monument will be erected in the near fut ure to President

George Washington. 2 4

Markers Erected to Camp-sites

The two most important "camp-sites" that. have been marked

by the Daughters of the American Revolution are the ones made

by Hernando de Soto's forces near the present city of Texar-

kana, and by David Crockett near Paris when he was on his way

to the Alamo. Bronze plaques have been placed at these sites

by the Lone Star Chapter of Texarkana and the Joseph Ligon

Chapter of Paris, respectively. 2 5

Two army camp-sites have been marked by chapters of the

Daughters of the American Revolution. One marker is placed

at Fort Worth on the Tarrant County court house lawn which

marks the old United States Military Post that existed from

1849 to 1853, and the other is located in memory of General

2 3D. A. R. Markers, p. 10. See also Toomey in The Dallas
Lornin News, March 20, 1935; and Texas, D. A. R.

24 . A. R. Markers, p. 12.

2 5 lbid,., p. 16.
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Zachary Taylor's Camp at Corpus Christi, where he camped just

before the outbreak of the Mexican War. Each of the markers

is made of a large granite boulder with inscriptions on the

face of the granite. They were erected by the Mary Isham Keith

Chapter, and the Corpus Christi Chapter, respectively. 2 6

Markers Erected to Forts

The Daughters of the American Revolution have not done

much toward restoring or marking forts in Texas. Old Fort

Ben Ficklen, which was later known as Fort Concho and located

where San Angelo now stands, has been marked by a granite boulder

placed in 1924 by the Pocahontas Chapter of San Angelo. The

marker commemorates the old fort which was abandoned in 1889.

The sun dial and the old school house that were on the grounds

were restored and marked. 2 7

Fort Griffin was built in 1867 by the United States Gov-

ernment on a certain hill with natural advantages overlooking

the clear fork of the Brazos River near the present town of

Albany. T r adition has it that Robert E. Lee pointed out the

military advantages of this point while he was serving the

Southwest before the Civil War. The old fort was abandoned

in 1881, however, and only a small portion of the walls is now

standing. The Lee'sLegion Chapter of Albany placed a marker on

2 6 Ibid., pp. 30. 48.

2 7 lbid., p. 44. See also Toomey in The Dallas morning
News, March 20, 1935.
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the remaining part of the officers' quarters with the in-

scription of its origin and existence.2 8

Markers Erected to Early Colonies in Texas

At least one marker was placed by the Daughters of the

American Revolution to mark t he site of an early colony in

Texas. This was done in 1924 by the Jane Douglas Chapter of

Dallas in memory of the Old French Colony known as "La Re-

union." The colony was founded in 1854 by Victor Considerant

on a two-thousand-acre tract of land about two miles southwest

of the City of Dallas. The colony was not successful because

most of the members were not primarily farmers and soon broke

away to follow the professions of their own choice. A boulder

of granite to mark the colony was first placed exactly where

the first settlement was made, but later at the request of

the Texas Highway Department, it was moved a short distance

to a specially landscaped spot at the intersection of West

Commerce Street, Dallas, and the Fort Worth Highway. It now

stands about two and one-half miles southwest of the Dallas

County court house.29

Markers Erected to Original County Seats

Some effort has been exerted on the part of the Daughters

28D. A. R. Markers, p. 54. See also Toomey in The Dallas

ornin~Jeis, Marca~20, 1935.

2 9 D. A. R. .arkers, p. 20. Also, Toomey in The Dallas

Jonin News,~March 20, 1935.
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of the American Revolution chapters to locate original sites

of county seats. Only a very few have been located, however,

and at least two have been marked. Five and one-half miles

southeast of Denton on Highway 77 a granite marker has been

placed to mark the location of the first court house of Denton

County. The inscription is dedicated to the Denton County

pioneers. This monument was erected by the Benjamin Lyon Chap-

ter of Denton in 1930.30 In the same year, another granite

boulder was placed by the organization to mark the original

site of the court house at Georgetown. The inscription gives

the date of its origin and by whom settled. The Daniel Cole-

man Chapter of Georgetown was responsible for the erection of

the monument, 3 1

Markers Erected to World War Veterans

Since 1928 the chapters of the Daughters of the American

Revolution have erected four large granite monuments to World

Tar veterans,

The Llano Estacado Chapter of Amarillo erected the first

World War monument in 1928, and dedicated it as a tribute "to

all men of the T exas Panhandle who served in the World iar."

It is an impressive twelve-ton boulder with a life-size figure

of a World War doughboy standing upon it. 3 2

3 0D. A. R. Markers, p. 18. See also Toomey in The Dallas
o rnin& News , March 20, 1935.

31D. A. R. Markers, p. 36. 3 2 Tbid., p. 46.
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In 1929 the Lucy Meriwether Chapter of Laredo erected a

granite boulder in the form of a block of large proportions

in memory of the twenty-four men who made the supreme sacri-

fice during the World War. The monument stands in Jarvis Park,

Laredo. The inscription bears the names of the men who were

killed. 3 3

Near the City Hall square in Houston stands a large

granite boulder erected in 1935 in memory of the local men who

lost their lives in the World War. The names of the men are

inscribed on a bronze plaque which is attached to the face of

the monument. A bronze urn is mounted on the front of the

boulder and is filled daily with fresh flowers in order to

honor further the war dead. This monument was a gift to the

city by the John McNitt Alexander Chapter. 3 4

Galveston has perhaps the most beautiful and most ex-

pensive monument ever erected in Texas by the chapters to

heroes of the World War. The George Washington Chapter of

Galveston was responsible for its erection. It has the "Honor

Roll" inscribed upon the face of a huge granite block which

stands upright between two large granite seats. It was erected

in Menard Park. 3 5

Miscellaneous Markers Erected

As stated earlier in this chapter, the Daughters of the

3 3 Ibid. ,p. 40. 34Ibi., p. 28.

3 5 Ibi., p. 28.
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American Revolution have been interested through their chapters

in marking all spots of historic interest, great or small, that

had any bearing on historical facts. Therefore, it will be

necessary to mention the various types of places that have

been marked by them in Texas in order to understand fully the

nature of their work. Time and space will hardly permit go-

ing into detailed description of more than one representative

marker of each type used in marking such places as Indian vil-

lages, early churches, old college sites, colonial homes,

spring sites, and graves of heroes. Since there is a very

striking resemblance and similarity among the markers of each

type, probably the casual reader will be satisfied with a single

example of each class.

One of the best examples of an Indian village marker is

found fourteen miles north of Fort Worth on Village Creek where

it crosses the Bankhead Highway. It is a board marker swing-

ing to the cross-arm of an iron pipe, and bears this inscrip-

tion: "An Indian Village was here until 1840.1136 Both Co-

manche and Caddo tribes lived there until they were driven

away by Texas Rangers. This site was marked by the Daughters

of the American Revolution in 1934.

The Veal Station meeting house was marked in 1936 by the

Six Flags Chapter of Benbrook. This church or meeting house

was erected in 1858 near the town of Benbrook, Tarrant County,

36Ibi d.,p. 30.
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It is a tall two-story weatherboarded house and was used for

all types of community meetings. The monument that was placed

near the entrance of the old church is made of native rock

cemented together. It supports a bronze plate engraved, "1858-

1936, Pioneer Community House." 3 7

T he old college site at Salado Springs has been marked

with a large granite stone which has inscribed upon it the date

of origin of the school and people responsible for its exist-

ence. The college was established in 1858 at Salado, Bell

County, and was the second institution of its kind in the state.

The marker was erected by the Betty Martin Chapter of Temple

in 1935.38

An outstanding home at Austin that has been reconditioned

is that of William Sydney Porter, better known as 0. Henry.

The old home was acquired and then repaired by the Thankful

Hubbard Chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution,

assisted by representatives of the Daughters of 1812, and the

Daughters of the Republic of Texas. As soon as the home was

properly reconditioned, it was turned over to authorities of

the City of Austin, who in turn appointed a committee from

the three organizations to look after the upkeep of the prop-

erty.39

3__lid., p. 32.

3 8 Ibid., p. 36. See also Toomey in The Dallas Morning
News, March 20, 1935.

39D. A. R. Markers, p. 38.
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The Henry Downs Chapter of Waco erected a marker to the

historic Waco Spring in 1917. The leaders of this organiza-

tion felt that this spring should have a place of honor among

the historic spots in Texas because it was there that white

men followed the Indians for the good drinking water that

served them in the pioneer days around Waco. The spring and

the marker are near the approach to the suspension bridge

which is now one block south of the Washington Avenue Bridge

across the Brazos River in Waco. 4 0

Albany citizens boast of the oldest salt manufacturing

plant in Texas. The mine was discovered by white men in 1861

about eight miles west of the City of Albany. The first dis-

tillation was made by George W. Green in the year 1862. Later,

T. H. Ledbetter manufactured salt by solar evaporation on a

large scale until 1880, when the mine was abandoned. The

Lee's Legion Chapter of Albany converted one of the old ket-

tles that had been used in the Ledbetter mine into a monument

and placed it on the court house lawn. 4 1

Grave marking, as has been stated before, was the primary

interest of the Daughters of the American Revolution, and in

Texas alone approximately one hundred graves of Revolutionary

soldiers have been marked by various local chapters. In each

instance a granite marker of average tombstone size has been

used, but there has been no consistency in the shape of the

monuments.

4 0 Tbid., p. 34. 4 I. ~ ., p. 5 4.
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One of the most typical monuments erected as grave mark-

ers is the one erected over the grave of T homas Hogg, the

grandfather of James Stephen Hogg. It is a plain hewn granite

stone with the name and dates of birth and death on its sur-

face. He was buried in Rusk in 1849. His grave is near High-

way 22, and was marked by the Six Flags Chapter of Benbrook,

Texas.42

The Daughters of the American Revolution deserve much

credit for their faithful work of recording, marking, and pre-

serving historical places of interest in Texas. Without their

efforts hundreds of historical spots would never have been

marked.

42bi., p. 58.



CHAPTER II

MONIUYENTS ERECTED BY OTHER PATRIOTIC SOCIETIES,

CIVIC GROUPS, AYD INDIVIDUALS

Much work of restoring historic shrines and erecting

monuments has been done by other patriotic societies, the

Catholic Church, civic groups, women's clubs, school children,

and in several instances, by individuals. In addition to ac-

tually erecting monuments and markers, these groups also have

co-operated in attempting to create an interest among the peo-

ple of T exas in perpetuating the memories of the past.

Among the most prominent patriotic associations inter-

ested in this work is the Daughters of the Republic of Texas,

which was organized in 1892. This group has, since its founda-

tion, been intensely interested in sponsoring programs and

erecting memorials throughout the state. 1 The first monument

erected by this group of women was a marker placed March 2,

1894, in Lake View Cemetery, Galveston, in honor of David G.

Burnet and Sidney Sherman. 2

1 Mrs. Mynnie Elizabeth Schenkenberg to the writer, July
25, 1937. See also Mrs. Adele B. Looscan, "The Work of the
Daughters of the Republic of Texas in Behalf of the Alamo,"
The 0uarterly of the Texas State Historical Association,
VIII (July,1904), 80.

2 Mrs. Schenkenberg to the writer, July 25, 1937. See al-
so Bess W. Scott, "Destroy Not the Landmarks of Thy Fathers,"
Huston Post, January 29, 1936.
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The most important contribution to the program of pre-

serving historic spots has been its work as savior and cus-

todians of the Alamo.3 On January 18, 1841, the Congress of

the Republic of Texas granted the Alamo and the other mission

properties in San Antonio to the Catholic Church. Yet, there

seems to have been some dispute over title to the property be-

cause in 1850 the Catholic Church won a lawsuit between Bishop

Odin and the City of San Antonio. 4 The United States Govern-

ment used the mission as a commissary store from 1848 until

1878, with the exception of the Civil War period. In 1848-

1849 the United States Government took an interest in the

structure and, under the direction of Major E. B. Babbitt, re-

stored the roof and walls somewhat as they stand today. The

chapel as thus restored for military purposes is not identical

with its original plan. 5  In 1877 the Austin American- States-

man began editorially a movement to purchase the Alamo as a

memorial. Other newspapers and many persons soon joined in

the demand for the purchase of the shrine and on May 16, 1883,

the Alamo chapel became the property of the state at a cost of

3Historic San Antonio, pamphlet published by the Chamber
of Commerce, SanAntonio,~Texas, n. d.

4 F. C. Chabot, The Alamo-Mission, Fortress and Shrine,
p. 42.

5Ibid., p. 43. See also William Corner, San Antonio de

Bexar, a Guide and History, p. 10; and C. M. Brooks, Jr.,

Texas issions,~Their Romance and Architecture, p. 138.
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@20,000.6 On July 21, 1885, the City of San Antonio was made

custodian of the property. The building was not successfully

cared for, however, until the Daughters of the Republic took

over the work as custodians in 1905.7 A museum is maintained

by them in the chapel. 8

While the above-mentioned work was being done, no thought

was given to the preservation of the adjoining ruins of the

old barracks, where the major part of the battle of the Alamo

had been fought. In 1877 this property was sold by the Catholic

authorities to Honore Grenet, who built a lumber yard there.

In 1886 the Grenet estate sold the area to Charles Hugo, Gustav

Schmeltzer, and William Heurmann.9

The Alamo Monumental Association, assisted by the Busi-

ness Men's Club of San Antonio, the Texas Federation of Women's

Clubs, and the Daughters of the Republic of Texas, began, in

1893, a movement to encourage the Legislature to acquire title

to the former Alamo property held by private individuals.

Their efforts met with no success, however. 1 0

Several years later, when the property was about to be

resold for a hotel site, the Daughters of the Republic, under

6 Chabot, g2. cit., p. 44. Corner, . cit., p. 11.

7Peter Molyneaux, "How the Alamo Was Saved," Bunker's

Month&, the aazine of Texas, I (January, 1928), 429.

8 Chabot, The Alamo -- Altar of Texas Liberty, pp. 126-135.

9 Chabot, The Alamo -- Mission, Fortress, and Shrine, pp.
44-45.

10Id., p. 45.
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the leadership of Miss Clara Driscoll, began another movement

to raise funds to purchase the land and save it as a shrine of

Texas history. When efforts to secure contributions suffici-

ent for a $25,000 initial payment demanded by Charles Hugo,

who had acquired sole title to the property, failed, Miss

Driscoll purchased the land in her own name for the Daughters

of the Republic. In this transaction Miss Driscoll made a

cash payment of $25,000 and obligated herself for $50,000

more to be paid in five payments of 410,000 each. The Legis-

lature in 1905 reimbursed Miss Driscoll, who turned the property

over to the state on August 30, 1905. October 5, 1905, the

state conveyed the Alamo and the area surrounding it to the

Daughters of the Republic, who have since been custodians.- 1

In January, 1932, additional land adjoining the Alamo was

bought by the Alamo Land Acquisition Board after an appropri-

ation of $150,000 was made by the Forty-first Legislature.

The land purchased in 1932, together with the other Alamo prop-

erties including the Alamo Plaza, have been made into a state

park. Private contributions made possible the restoration of

the building and gardens, and the rebuilding of the walls in

1935.12

The Daughters of the Republic of Texas and the Daughters

of the Confederacy are joint custodians of the old Land Office

1lIbid.., p. 46. See also Molyneaux, o aci., I, 429.

1 2 The Texas Almanac and State Industrial Guide, 1936,
p. 84. See also Historic San Antonio, p. 4.
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Building on the southeast corner of the Capitol grounds. This

building has the distinction of being the only land office

structure in the United States besides the one in Washington,

D. C. In recent years, after the state built a new Land Office

Building, the old one designed in 1857 in the manner of the

old castles on the Rhine by a German political refugee, one

Stremme, was turned over to the Daughters of the Republic and

the Daughters of the Confederacy. These two organizations

have converted it into a museum with many interesting relics

and documents on display. 1 3

The Daughters of the Republic and the Daughters of the

Confederacy have co-operated also in the project to restore

the old K. V. Van Zandt home in Arlington Heights, Fort Worth.

The project to restore the home as nearly as possible like it

was between 1871 and 1878 was undertaken in 1936 with the aid

of the Fort Worth Frontier Centennial Board, which contributed

$2,000 for the work. 1 4

The Daughters of the Republic of Texas are also largely

responsible for the early work on the San Jacinto battleground.

In 1881 the first ten acres were set aside for park purposes,

and a small monument was erected by private subscription. 1 5

On May 6, 1897, the Daughters of the Republic of Texas got the

1 3 8am B. Gideon, Historic and Picturesque Austin, n. p.

14Fort Worth Star-T el2gram, April 26, 1936.

1 5 Mrs. Mynnie Elizabeth Schenkenberg to the writer, July
25, 1937.
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Legislature to appropriate $10,000 to purchase more land. By

legislative act of May 23, 1899, more land was acquired with

part of the original appropriation. On March 28, 1907, a

$25,000 additional appropriation was set aside and at the end

of the ten-year period the state owned two hundred fifty-four

acres of the battleground known as the San Jacinto State Park.

This area is under the control of the State Superintendent of

Buildings and Grounds and three San Jacinto Park Commissioners.

The two hundred fifty-four acre park contains the site

where, on the night of April 20, 1836, General Houston and

his men camped along the stream, and the spot where Santa Anna

surrendered to the Texans. The actual battle took place a

few hundred yards to the south, two miles southwest of the

junction of the San Jacinto River and Buffalo Bayou.

Several years ago the Daughters of the Republic brought

the remaining survivors of the battle of San Jacinto to the

park to point out spots of special interest such as the loca-

tion of battle lines and various commands, and the spot where

Houston was wounded and where he lay when Santa Anna was

brought to him as a prisoner. The organization then placed

temporary markers at the points and later erected eighteen

slabs of Texas granite with appropriate inscriptions to iden-

tify them. 1 6 Closely allied with these markers is a monument

16A. T. Jackson, "On This Field Texas Won Her Freedom,"

The Dallas orning _News, April 22, 1938.
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erected by Masonic Lodges of Texas in memory of the Masons

who participated in the battle.17

At a point on the Austin Highway near Salado Creek is

the site where Captain Nicholas Dawson and fifty-three men,

who were attempting to relieve San Antonio and Colonel Matthew

Caldwell in September, 1842, were surrounded by a force of

Mexicans and all killed or captured. Here on September 18,

1935, the ninety-third anniversary of the Dawson massacre,

the Alamo Chapter of the Daughters of the Republic of Texas

unveiled a monument. 1 8

Texas Historical and Landmark Association

Another organization which has been quite active in the

work of marking points of historic interest is the Texas His-

torical and Landmark Association. This society has placed ap-

proximately thirty-six monuments and tablets in and around San

Antonio and three in East Texas to mark the sites of the earli-

est Spanish missions. Markers placed by this association may

be identified by the Texas flag, which is characteristic of

all of them, 1 9

In Milam Square a monument of gray granite marks the last

resting place of Ben ilam, hero of the battle of San Antonio.

l7The Dallas Morning News, April 16, 1939.

1 8 Anna Ellis, "Dawson Vassacre Anniversary to See Unveil-
ing of Mem ori al," San Antonio Exress, September 15, 1935.

19 "Land.arks,t" __e Pioneer, a M zine of Texas, August-

Sep tember, 1924, n. p.
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Although a resolution was passed December 27, 1835, at a

meeting of the General Council of the Provisional Government

of Texas at San Felipe providing for the erection of a monu-

ment to the memory of Milam, he lay in an unmarked grave in

the yard of the Veramendi house until 1849. In that year citi-

zens of La Grange, under the leadership of Captain James G.

Swisher, who served under Milam, had the remains disinterred

with the intention of reburying them on Monument Hill above

La Grange. San Antonians then became incensed and made plans

to prevent the project. In December, 1849, the remains of

Milam were reinterred on Milam Square by the Masonic Lodge of

San Antonio. The grave was not marked, however, until the

marker mentioned above was placed by the Historical and Land-

mark Association. 2 0

A monument bearing a bronze tablet was placed on the site

of Concepcion battlefield where Fannin and Bowie routed the

Mexicans on October 28, 1835, before General Austin and the

Texas Army arrived. 2 1

A pink granite monument has been erected at the gate of

each of the following missions in San Antonio: ruestra Senora

de la Purissima Concepcion, San Jose y San Miguel de Aguayo,

and San Francisco de la Espada. Near the last mission a pink

20Majority Report of the Advisory Board of Historians,
submitted to the Commission of Control by P. W. Kemp, Chair-
man, and Paul J. Foik and J. Frank Dobie, October 16, 1935,
p. 10.

2 1Historic San Antonio, p. 4.
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granite monument marks the aqueduct over Piedra Creek built

during missionary days and used to convey water to the mission

San Francisco.22 Three monuments have been placed in East

Texas at the sites of the missions founded there in 1690 and

later moved to San Antonio. Those marked are the sites of

Mission San Francisco de Los Neches, Mission Francisco de

los Tejas, a few feet from the bank of the Neches River, and

Mission Santisime Nombre de Maria. The locations were estab-

lished by Dr. Alex Woldert of Tyler. 2 3

Two monuments were erected in Harris County, one to mark

the site of the De Zavala home, opposite the San Jacinto battle-

field, which was used as a hospital for the wounded of that

battle, and one at the old De Zavala Cemetery where De Zavala,

the first vice-president of the Republic, and his wife are

buried. Here also is the burial place of David Thomas, the

first attorney-general of the Republic, and Peter Jefferson

Duncan, who participated in the capture of San Antonio and in

the battle of San Jacinto. 2 4

The Landmark Association has also placed tablets at

nearly all the points of interest in early San Antonio: the

southwest corner of the Alamo and the patio of the Menger Hotel

where in Spanish times an irrigation ditch flowed along the

2 2 1bid., pp. 4-5.

2 31bid., p. 4. See also "Mission Markers to Be Dedicated,"

Floresville Chronicle, September 14, 1934.

2 4 Historic San Antonio, p. 5.
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Alamo walls; Veramendi House, where Ben Milan was killed and

where Bowie wooed and won his bride, Ursula Veramendi; two

places where the bodies of the heroes of the Alamo were burned

soon after the battle; headquarters of Santa Anna where citi-

zens of San Antonio were forced to swear allegiance to Mexico;

San Fernando Cathedral and the Council House fight with the

Comanche Indians. Homes of many of the sturdy pioneers such

as that of John Twohig, who blew up his store to prevent the

Mexicans from getting powder and shot after he had provided

the San Antonians with all they could carry, have been marked. 2 5

Outside of San Antonio bronze markers have been placed near an

old live oak tree at New Braunfels where the citizens first

camped and where the first religious services were held; at

Gonzales to mark the buffalo ford on the river which was used

by settlers, armies, and trail drivers; and at Houston to

mark the site of a house where Houston, as President of the

Republic, lived during 1837-1838.26

The Catholic Church, Knights of Columbus, Confederate

veterans, women's clubs, and local associations are also in-

terested in preserving Texas history by restoring and marking

sites connected with it.

Confederate Organizations

Almost every court house lawn has its monument to native

sons who fought for the Confederate States during the Civil War.

2 6 Ibid., p. 5.25bd. , pp"..-6.
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In some instances, these were erected by the veterans them-

selves; in others, by their sons and daughters through their

organizations. The Hill County Carp of Sons of the Confederate

Veterans erected a monument of Stone Mountain (Georgia) granite

on the court house lawn at Hillsboro. 2 7 Two large Confederate

monuments have been erected on the Capitol grounds at Austin.

One is the Southern Confederacy monument with the figure of

Jefferson Davis as the central one surrounded by four others

representing the four branches of fighters, artillery, cavalry,

infantry, and navy. This monument was erected by the com-

rades of the 600,000 enlisted men in the Confederate army. 2 8

At a reunion of Hood's Texas Brigade in 1910, a monument which

had been erected with funds secured on a "Tag Day," August 30,

1904, was unveiled. The monument is inscribed with the words

of Lee's praise of the Texas regiment: "Small as the Texas

Brigade is, it cannot be spared; it contains some of the best

troops in the army and its loss would be severely felt."29

Many others too numerous to mention here have been placed

throughout the state. 3 0

Unique among monuments connected with the Civil War is a

monument at Comfort, Texas, in honor of the German boys who

2 7 "Confederate Monument Unveiled at Hillsboro," The Dal-
las Mor ni n News, July 25, 1925.

2 8 "Alamo Monument First One Put on the Capitol Grounds,"
Austin American Statesman, March 31, 1935.

2 9 Ibi d.

3 0 fHouston Post, July 26, 1914.
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died for the Union. The bodies of these boys lie beneath

the monument erected by the German settlers of the community.

It is said to be the only monument of its kind south of the

Mason-Dixon line. 3 1 This monument was dedicated August 10,

1866.32

Catholic Church and the Knights of Columbus

The Catholic Church still owns all of the missions in San

Antonio except the Alamo. The best preserved among them is

the mission Nuestra Senora de la Purisima Concepcion, known

as Concepcion Mission. For twenty years prior to 1887 the

mission was allowed to fall into decay, but on March 2 of that

year the church inaugurated pilgrimages to Concepcion and re-

stored the chapel. This restoration was largely the work of

Bishop Neraz, then Bishop of San Antonio. On feast days and

special occasions services are still held in this old chapel.33

San Jose y San Miguel de Aguayo, called San Jose Mission, the

"diadem of all the Missions which made the Christian crown to

Nueva Filipinas," is owned jointly by the County of Bexar,

the San Antonio Conservation Society, and the Catholic Church.34

3 1 Daisy Long, "A Monument in Honor of Union Soldiers in
Texas," The Dallas Mornin& News, March 27, 1937. See also
a 2 r' _c-entr, IV (April, 1937), 47.

3 2 Bob Bennett, "Way Out West in Dixie, " Texas Parade,
XI (January, 1938), 15.

3 3 Chabo t, The Purisima Concepcion of San Antonio, the
Best Preserved of Texas Missions, p. 43.

3 4 Brooks, 2. cit., pp. 97, 114, 115.
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Restoration work on this finest of southwestern missions is

discussed in a subsequent chapter. The Right Reverend Bishop

Shaw aided in the restoration and preservation of the mission

San Francisco de Espada. A commemorative granite boulder was

placed at the base of this chapel. 3 5 San Fernando Cathedral,

in which services are held regularly, is a restoration of the

original structure. Part of the rear walls remained and were

included in the new building. The cornerstone for the new

structure was laid on September 27, 1868.36

The Alhambra Branch of the Knights of Columbus, which

preserves historic spots associated with the Catholic Church,

erected at Castroville a monument of native granite with a

bronze bas-relief likeness of Henri de Castro, a French noble-

man of Portuguese descent who founded the little city of Cas-

troville in September, 1844.37

Federated Women's Clubs

Several Federated Women's Clubs have interested themselves

in preserving the history of their locality. The Federated

Club women of Marshall have charge of an old live oak tree be-

neath whose branches were held camp meetings, political speeches,

weddings, funerals, and at least one trial for cattle stealing.

3 5 Ibid., p. 12. 361bi d.

3 7 "Founding of Town of Castro in 1844 to Be Celebrated,"
The Dallas Mornin News, October 11, 1931.
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A monument, suitably inscribed, has been erected nearby.38

In 1931 the Davis Mountains Federation of Women's Clubs

began an extensive program of marking trails in the Big Bend

area. The first marker was placed in the face of a boulder

near Alpine in Brewster County to mark a point on the Mendoza-

Chihuahua route. Mendoza and three priests made the first

trail in the Big Bend country when they went from El Paso to

the Pecos to aid the Jumano Indians in 1683. Later a con-

stantly traveled road connected Fort Davis and Chihuahua via

Presidio del Norte. A marker near Fort Ieaton, one of the

historic spots on the Chihuahua trail, was placed in Presidio

County. The markers placed along the Mendoza-Chihuahua trail

are distinctive in design, being a pictorial history in bronze

of the area. At the top is a group of Indians. Down the

right side are freight wagons led by a scout, and down the

left are Spanish conquistadores carrying the Cross. At the

bottom is the Capitol of Texas surrounded by a modern ranch

and oil wells on the right and left. 3 9

The City Federated Women's Clubs in San Antonio placed

a rough, five-ton boulder and bronze tablet, the gift of Pro-

fessor N. J. Bader of Llano, on Military Plaza to serve as the

zero milestone monument to the Old Spanish Trail. The boulder

is located within the shadow of the old San Fernando Cathedral,

3 8 R. A. Sells, "Great Oaks, " Houston Chronicle, January
12, 1929.

3 9 Jack Shipman, "Big Bend Area Famous Trails to Be Marked,"
The Dallas Mornin News, April 12, 1931.
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whose iron cross has always been the beginning point for land

survey in Texas. 4 0

Local Organizations

The Fort Concho Museum Association of San Angelo has

interested itself in the preservation of old Fort Concho, aban-

doned there in 1889. The Association has already restored the

general office, the post office, and the library, and uses

them to house their relics, including what is said to be the

largest variety and largest single collection of guns in Tex-

as. Mrs. W. W. Carson, president of the Museum Association,

recently bought a part of the old barracks. The members of

the Association plan to reimburse Mrs. Carson and take over

the property as soon as they can raise the money. They also

expect to secure the remaining grounds that are not already

under their control.

Recently two of the cannon used at the old fort were ob-

tained from the United States Arsenal at Watervliet, New York.

School children of San Angelo contributed most of the money

to bring the old cannon back. An old sun-dial which was used

by the soldiers to tell the time has been restored and during

the spring of 1936 was used as a stamping place for Centennial

4 0 "Old San Antonio rail Zero Milestone Dedicated Amid
Scenes Recalling Days of Stagecoach and Freight Train,"
San Antonio Express, March 28, 1924.
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mail. 4 1

Several other projects of note have been carried through

by local or independent organizations. The Dallas Historical

Society has restored the John Neeley Bryan cabin, the first

home built on the Trinity River in present-day Dallas, and

located it on the court house lawn. 4 2 The Southern Memorial

Association erected a statue of Robert E. Lee. This huge

bronze statue of Lee, mounted on his famous horse and accom-

panied by an unknown aid, is located in Robert F. Lee Park,

and was unveiled during the Centennial celebrations in 1936

by President Franklin D. Roosevelt. 4 3  The Dallas Park Board

through a W. P. A. project erected the base. In the same

park a replica of the Robert E. Lee home was completed in 1939

as a W. P. A. project. This building is used by the Women's

Clubs of Dallas for exhibits, meetings, and shows. 4 4

German-American Societies in Texas, largely singing groups

maintained to preserve the music of the Fatherland, through

popular subscription financed a $15,000 monument to pioneer

4hfary Carter Toomey, "Old Fort Concho Wins New Life as
Museum for West," The Dallas orni .News, August 29, 1937.
See also Rose Austin, "Fort Concho, Yesterday and Today," Farm
and Ranch, December 1, 1935, p. 10; and M. K. Stevenson, "West
Texas Museum at San Angelo," West Texas Historical Association
Yearbook, X (October, 1934), 104-105.

42Dallas Historical Society, pamphlet, n. d., p. 3. See
also The Dallas lorninz News, Souvenir Centennial Edition,
June 7,1926, Section 8, p. 8.

43The Dallas MorninNews, June 1l, 1936, p. 4. See also
ibid., June 13, 1936, p. 8.

4 4 Ibid., January 19, 1939; January 20, 1938.
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German settlers in Texas. The monument was erected in Landa

Park, New Braunfels, the town founded in March, 1845, by

Prince Carl of Solms-Braunfels and named for his estate in

Germany. 45

The Williamson County Old Settlers' Association placed

a marker at the site of Old Kenney's Fort, about two miles

east of Round Rock near the Missouri, Kansas and Texas bridge

over Brushy Creek. This old fort which was built in 1839, was

the rendezvous of the Santa Fe Expedition. The site is lo-

cated on the land of Otto Stolley and is almost inaccessible

by automobile. 4 6

A monument of rough red granite, as unshaped and unpolished

as the rugged pioneer to whom it was erected, was placed

September 14, 1927, at the grave of Arasa Clark, Mexican War

veteran and early-day freighter, by the Pioneer Freighters'

Association of which Clark was a member. The monument and the

grave are in the new National Cemetery near the San Antonio-

Austin road. 4 7

The Panhandle-Plains Historical Society erected two monu-

ments at the site of two battles with Indians in which Billy

Dixon took part. D. E. Hall and A. B. Crump of Wheeler deeded

45The Dallas Morninj News, August 21, 1938.

4 6Austi n American Statesman, Tune 26, 1932; also ibid.,
Sept emb er 14, 19 34.

4 7 "Clark Monument Unveiled September 14, 1927," Texas
Pioneer, n. d.
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to the Society an acre of ground including the site of the

Buffalo Wallow battlefield about twenty-two miles southwest of

Canadian between the Washita River and Gageby Creek. Here

Billy Dixon and Amos Chapman, Indian scouts, with four mem-

bers of their expedition, on September 12, 1874, endured an

attack by one hundred twenty-five Ki owa and Comanche Indians.

The site of the battle, which lasted all day until the Indians

were driven away that night by a storm, is marked by a monu-

ment of Oklahoma granite. 4 8

The site of the battle of Adobe Walls, one of the last

attacks by Plains Indians, has been marked by the Panhandle-

Plains Historical Association with a monument erected on the

Turkey Track Ranch about one hundred miles north of Amarillo

on the Canadian River. The site of the battle was donated by

Mr. and Mrs. W. T. Coble, owners of the ranch. Mrs. Billy

Dixon, widow of the famous scout, was one of the prime movers

in the enterprise. 4 9

Students and Faculty Members

On April 21, 1900, the school children of Washington County

erected a gray granite shaft on the spot where the Declaration

of Independence was signed. This was the first marker placed

on the site of the birthplace of our independence, and is lo-

4 8 Wallace Simpson, "Interesting People," The Dallas Morn-
jn News, August 23, 1931.

49 John Sneed, "Monument at Adobe Walls Battleground,"
The Dallas Morning News, April 26, 1925.
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cated in the fifty-acre state park set aside in memory of

Texas' most historic event. 5 0 On March 1, 1836, fifty-eight

men met in the old blacksmith shop belonging to N. T. Byars,

and organized with Richard Ellis as chairman to formulate the

independence of Texas from Mexico. On March 2, 1836, a draft

of the document, said by various authorities to have been

written by George C. Childress and previously approved by Sam

Houston, was read and signed unanimously. 5 1

The place, which is now deserted, has been associated

with many of the most important events in the history of this

state. It was the site of the inauguration of two presidents

of the Republic, David G. Burnett and Anson Jones. President

Sam Houston lived there for a time in 1842 while Washington

was the Capital of the Republic. Many other interesting events

could be named in connection with the once prosperous town of

"Washington on the Brazos," but the facts mentioned above alone

make it a most worthy historical shrine. 5 2

The monument mentioned above erected on the spot of

Byarst blacksmith shop is thirteen feet nine inches tall. It

was built July 4, 1899, but was not dedicated until April 21,

1900. Each of the four sides of the monument has an inscrip-

tion. The west face bears the following inscription: "On

5 0 Chabot, The Alamo -- Altar of Texas Itberty,. p. 105.

51H. Yoakum, History of Texas from Its first Settlement
in 1685 to Its Annexation to the United States in 1846,, It, 71-76.

52 M. J. Haynes, "Birthplace of Texas Liberty," The Dallas
Morning News, March 3, 1929.
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this spot was made the Declaration of Texas Independence"; and

on the east: "Erected by the school children of Washington

County, July 4, 1899." On the south is inscribed: "The

necessity of self-preservation, therefore, now decrees our

eternal political separation"; and on the north: "Here a na-

tion was born." 53 In addition to the monument which they set

up, the school children gave funds to mark all the points of

interest in the park and to build a replica of the old black-

smith shop near its original site.

The school children of Gonzales County have marked an-

other of Texas' most interesting places, the site of the first

shot fired in the T exas Revolution. Here in 1835 the citizens

of Gonzales met the demand of Lieutenant Castenada and one

hundred fifty mounted soldiers who came to claim the cannon

of the town with the cry, "Come and take it:"5 4

A bronze statue in honor of Travis and the other heroes

who fell in the Alamo was erected some years ago by the state

in Military Plaza at Gonzales. 5 5

In 1910 the students and faculty members of the Sam Hous-

ton State Normal College purchased the original site and home

of General Sam Houston and added it to the college campus.

Houston had been forced to sell his home to J. Carroll Smith

in 1858 in order to finance his race for Governor against

Hardin R. Runnels. It soon fell into other hands and the

5 4 Texas, IJ. A. R. 5,5Ibi-d.531b ,.
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building was removed from its original site. When the home

was purchased by the students and faculty of the Sam Houston

State Normal College, it was moved to its original site,

which is just across the street from the main building of the

college in Huntsville. 5 6

Immediately the students and faculty began to improve the

shrine. They built a log museum in which to house the relics

collected from individuals and other sources, and also recon-

structed the old law office. A great deal of landscaping was

also done, and on March 3r4, 1929, during the semi-Centennial

celebration of the founding of the Sam Houston State Normal

College, the home of Houston was formally dedicated. The

principal speakers were Governor Dan Moody, Honorable Clarence

Wharton, and Honorable Donald Meachum. 5 7 The latter was re-

sponsible for the Legislature's appropriation of money for

the erection in 1910 of a marble tomb over Houston's grave in

the Huntsville City Cemetery. 5 8 The Houston Shrine is now

considered one of the most outstanding memorials and museums

in Texas and is visited by thousands of people each year.

Civic Enterprises

The city of Eagle Pass purchased old Fort Duncan and the

5 6 Ruth G. Francis, "Sam Houston's Home Now State Museum,"
The Dallas Mornin News, May 5, 1929. See also Ibid., Souvenir
Centennial Edition, June 7, 1936, Section 8, p. 10.

57lbid., May 5, 1929. See also "The Mount Vernon of Tex-
as," Bulletin, Huntsville Chamber of Commerce, n. d.

58 Chabot, The Alamo -- Altar of Texas Libertx, p. 130.
See also lor'SEpic -CentuQ, IETOctober,1937), 36.



41

one hundred fifty-five acre army reservation at public auction

from the United States Government April 6, 1938, for $3,760.

The site was located almost in the center of Eagle Pass, and

had been a military post since 1849. The sale ended an eight-

year campaign on the part of Eagle Pass to acquire the old

reservation for a public park. The fort was established by

Colonel William Duncan during the Mexican War for the protec-

tion of army supply trains that were moving across the Rio

Grande to aid the campaign of General Winfield Scott and Gen-

eral Zachary Taylor. The freighters settled around the fort

and thus started the town of Eagle Pass. During the Civil War,

Fort Duncan was one of the few points of entry that remained

open despite the blockade and made possible the shipping of

cotton to Mexico and thence to Europe. It was also the last

fort of the Confederacy to surrender to the Union. 9

Fort Croghan, located on the eastern side of Post Moun-

tain in the western edge of the town of Burnet, was restored

by the town authorities. They acquired a tract of land in ad-

dition to the old fort site which includes the fairly well-

preserved log fort, and created the whole of it into Robert E.

Lee Park, because it is said he was once a captain there. 6 0

The old fort building was occupied by an old negro mammy,

Aunt Sophie Sampson, when it was acquired by the city of

59mhe Dallas Mornig News, April 6, 1938.

6 0 Ibid., August 16, 1934.
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Burnet.61

The city of Jefferson marked with a marble slab the site

of the original plant of the foundry that made the first Kelley

plows from iron taken from local deposits. The slab also

marks the site of the old ice plant that was located at Jef-

ferson, which is said to have been the first plant to make ice

in the United States. 6 2

A huge granite and bronze statue of the hero of the battle

of San Jacinto was placed at the entrance to Herrmann Park

in Houston by the city as a tribute to General Sam Houston,

for whom the city was named. The statue was unveiled August

12, 1925, and is the largest equestrian monument in the world. 6 3

Grapevine Springs, a spot five and one-half miles east

of the town of Grapevine and one-half mile east of the little

community of Coppell, on Highway 121, has been turned into a

public park by the citizens of Grapevine. It is a natural

amphitheater surrounding a creek called Toh-Wah-Karro, which

means Grapevine, and is the spot where roving bands of Indians

used to gather for council during the years between 1831 and

1845. It is also the place where white men signed a far-

reaching peace treaty with the Indians on October 9, 1844.

The spring acquired the name because it was once covered with

6 1 Mrs. Samuel Posey, "Old Fort Croghan," Holland's }.a-

zine, February, 1920, p. 25.

6 2 A. E. Ramsay to the writer, June 17, 1937.

6 3 Houston Chronicle, August 9, 1925. See also Beaumont
C. Bucktat TSan Jacinto," fNayl sEc-Centur, V (April,
1938), 8.
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over-hanging grapevines which have long since disappeared.

The site was donated for a public park to the citizens of

Grapevine by J. D. Thweatt of Wichita Falls and A. D. Miller

of Dallas. A 25,000 7. P. A. project was completed in 1937,

which converted the place into a beautiful park with winding

walks, terraces, flower beds, tables, and furnaces.64

William B. Bennett, a Texas University student and native

of Goliad; claims to have found the exact location of the

burial place of Colonel Fannin and his men. He discovered

the place when he noticed fresh gopher diggings and some

charred bones. The bones were collected and in all eleven

fragments were found over an area too widely scattered for

them to have been parts of one skeleton. They were turned

over to Judge John A. White, chairman of the Goliad State

Park Commission.

Bennett, with a rough cedar cross, marked the spot where

he found the bones. Judge White and others soon became con-

vinced that the spot was the location of Fannin's grave which

they had long sought. Investigations were made and proof was

soon found that Bennett was correct. One evidence found was

a map and diary of Dr. Joseph A. Bernard, Fannin's assistant

surgeon, who escaped the massacre, showing the exact spot of

the grave. This corresponded exactly with Bennett's discov-

ery.65

6 4 Fort Worth Star-Telejgram, June 15, 1937.

6 5 Luriel Telfer, "Student Discovers Goliad Burial Place,"

Dailx Texan, January 31, 1932. See also, "Fannin Heroes Burial

Place Is Found Again," Austin American Statesman, ay 16, 1934.
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The Goliad State Park, consisting of about two hundred

thirty acres on the north side of the San Antonio River op-

posite Fort La Bahia on the south bank, was purchased by the

city and county of Goliad and presented to the state. Within

this area is located Mission Espiritu Santo and the burial

place of Fannin's men. A C. C. C. camp is located in the park

and, under the direction of the National Park Service, has

worked on the restoration of the old mission, once used as a

part of Aranama College, a Presbyterian school for boys. Ex-

cavations on the site have revealed the foundations of the

buildings put there by the Franciscan monks and restorations

have been made on these bases. William J. O'Connor, on whose

ranch it is located, has deeded to Goliad County the site of

Mission San Rosario, the second unit in the early Spanish

settlement at Goliad. The National Park Service is also co-

operating with the county in restorations there. The third

unit of the Goliad settlement, Fort La Bahia on the south

bank of the San Antonio River, is still owned by the Catholic

Church. No restoration has been attempted here and the whole

fort is a mass of crumbling ruins except for the chapel which

is still fairly well preserved. 6 6

The city of San Antonio in 1928 bought the old Spanish

Governor's Palace, better known as the Veramendi House, for

66Goliad, a pamphlet published by J. A. White, Mrs. R. R.

Leaster, and W. F. Fowler of the Goliad State Park Commission,

n. d. See also The Dallas orningNews, June 9, 1935, Section

5, p. 2.

'-9fft
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purposes of restoration. The heirs of Jose Ignacio Perez,

who purchased the house in 1804 for eight hundred pesos, were

paid 455,000. The restoration, which is authentic in detail,

was completed on July 6, 1930, but was not dedicated until

lfarch, 1931, as a climax to the Bi-centennial program of San

Antonio. The city now maintains here an interesting museum

characteristic of the life and culture of pre-revolutionary

times. 6 7

Individuals and Families

Several spots intimately connected with Texas history

have been preserved by individuals or members of the families

of persons connected with the event. Amon G. Carter of Fort

Worth bought the home of Isaac Parker at Birdville, restored

it exactly as it was, and moved it to his own estate, "Shady

Oaks," near Lake Worth. This home of Isaac Parker, uncle of

Cynthia Ann Parker, was the one where Cynthia Ann and her

little daughter, Prairie Flower, lived for a time after they

were taken from the Comanche Indians by Captain Sul Ross and

the Rangers in 1860. Cynthia Ann died in 1870 and was buried

in the Foster graveyard, Henderson County. Her Indian chief

son, Quanah Parker, moved her body in 1910 to the Indian reser-

vation at Lawton, Oklahoma. There he erected a magnificent

6 7Yrs. S. JT Wright, "Spanish Governor's Palace," Naylor'a

Ejc-Century, I (April, 1934), 9-21. See also The Dallas Morn-

ing News, Souvenir Centennial Edition, June 7, 1936, Section
10, p. 6.
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monument in her honor and when he died he was buried beside

her grave. 6 8

A group of citizens of Mexia and Groesbeck in 1935 pur-

chased fifteen hundred acres from J. R. Stroud. These acres

included the site of old Fort Parker where Cynthia Ann was

taken from the whites on May 18, 1836, by a band of Comanche

and Kiowa Indians. Among those prominently connected with

this project were Colonel J. K. Hughes, Mayor Sanford Smith

of Mexia, Dr. M. M. Brown, president of the Mexia Chamber of

Commerce, C. S. Bradley of Groesbeck, Mayor J. E. Bradley of

Groesbeck, and E. L. Connally of the Groesbeck Chamber of Com-

merce. 6 9

Stephen F. Austin spent his declining years at Peach

Point in Brazoria County, which was the home of his sister,

Mrs. James F. Perry. After Austin's death in 1836 at Colum-

bia, he was buried at Peach Point and his sister erected a

memorial marker over his grave. The tomb is still there al-

though Austin's remains were moved about twenty-five years ago

to the State Cemetery at Austin, where a large monument and

bronze statue were placed in his honor by the State of Tex-

6 8 Mamie Folsom Wynne, "Texas History Centera About Park-
er's Log Cabin Home and Story of Indian Fights," The Dallas
Moring News, March 4, 1928.

6 9 "Historic Old Fort Parker, Lost Town of Springfield
to Be Restored This Year," The Dallas Morning News, September
1, 1935.
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as. 7 0

Seventy-five descendants of Sarah Bradley Dobson, who

designed the first Lone Star Flag in September, 1835, erected

a monument over her grave in Old Bethel Cemetery in Grimes

County. This flag, presented to the Harrisburg Volunteers in

which her husband was a first lieutenant, flew over Washington

on March 2, 1836, when Texas' independence was proclaimed.7 1

Mrs. Lipscomb Norvell, granddaughter of Josiah Pugh il-

barger, placed a shaft of Texas granite above the spot near

Pecan Springs where Wilbarger was attacked and scalped by In-

dians.72

Near Gay Hill, Washington County, at Oak Lodge, pioneer

home of the Reverend Weston Miller, founder of Oak Female

Seminary, and friend of R. E. B. Baylor in whose honor Baylor

University is named, Dr. Robert F. Miller, son of the pioneer,

has erected a museum in which may be found relics of early

Texas. The museum is a replica of Fort LeBouef, Pennsylvania,

and is constructed of cedar logs taken from several pioneer

homes purchased by Dr. Miller for that purpose. 7 3

7 0 R. M. Hayes, "Austin Kin Promote Learning Honoring His
Memory, " The Dallas Morin News, September 12, 1937. See also
"Plea Made~for Austin Relics," ibid., September 29, 1927; ibid.,

Souvenir Centennial Edition, June 7, 1936, Section 8, p. 3;
and S. E. Gideon, Historicand Picturesgue AuA in, n. p.

71"Betsy Ross of Texas Honored 100 Years After Banner

Made," The Dallas Morn i News, September 29, 1935.

7 2 "Monument Raised to Texas Pioneer," San Antonio Ex-

p , July 20, 1927.

7 3 "Historic Texas Shrine Will Be Dedicated Friday,"
The Dallas Morning News, October 24, 1933.
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An interesting marker is the bronze plaque in memory of

old-time stagecoach drivers placed on a point of rocks on the

highway about twelve miles west of Fort Davis. The plaque

was placed there by Captain James B. Gillett of Marfa, old-

time Ranger and Indian fighter, chief of police in El Paso

in its earliest days, and afterwards a ranchman. The three

men mentioned on the tablet, Ed Waldy, John 1. Dean, and

August Frensell, were friends and associates of Gillett in the

business of driving stagecoaches over the Indian-infested

Davis Mountain country. 7 4

The cowboy of the same period is honored by a statue

placed on the Capitol grounds in 1925 by me. Constance Whit-

ney Warren of Paris, France, who was the sculptor and donor of

the monument.7 5

At Galveston, Henry Rosenberg, philanthropist, erected

a monument to the heroes of the Texas Revolution. This monu-

ment, consisting of a heroic female figure upon a granite

pedestal, stands on Center Street near the site of the camp

of the Mexican prisoners taken in the battle of San Jacinto.

Colonel A. J. Houston, writing in 1925, called this "an artis-

tic monument among the many inartistic ones with which Texas

has been cluttered. "
7 6

74"Old Stage Coach Drivers Honored by Road Markers," The

Dallas Mornins News, August 25, 1935.

7 5 "Alamo Monument First One Put on Capitol Grounds,"

Austin American Statesman, March 31, 1935.

76"Col. A. J. Houston Makes Appeal for Marking of Texas

Historic Sites and Preservation of Roads," The Dallas Mornin
News, December 20, 1925.



49

A granite marker near San Jacinto battleground marks the

site of the capture of Santa Anna and another marks the

famous bridge over Vince's Bayou. These markers are a gift

of J. S. Cullinan. 7 7

Probably the most elaborate memorial constructed in Tex-

as outside the Cenotaph at San Antonio and the San Jacinto

monument at Houston, and certainly the most costly and elab-

orate one contributed by private funds is the Littlefield

Memorial Gateway at the University of Texas. The memorial is

a gift of Major George W. Littlefield, a soldier in the Con-

federate army and Regent of the University. Major Littlefield

left $250,000. for the project in his will along with other

bequests to the University in 1923, when he died. As early

as 1919 Major Littlefield announced his gift and employed

Pompeo Coppini to work on some statues. Heroic statues of

Robert B. Lee, Albert Sidney Johnston, John H. Reagan, James

Stephen Hogg, Jefferson ravis, and Woodrow Wilson were com-

pleted several years ago and stood in the rotunda of the Capi-

tol until the memorial was completed in 1932. The six bronze

figures now line the approach to the Memorial Gateway, which

consists of a semi-circular fountain with a symbolic bronze

pageant of three dashing 'sea horses, the middle one riderless

and the other two ridden by draped male figures symbolic of

the army and navy. Behind them is a winged Columbia holding

7 7 1bi d..
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the torch of enlightenment and the fruits of labor. On the

wall at the rear is a bronze inscription honoring the men and

women of America during the Civil War vid the World War who

fought and gave their lives for states' rights and free govern-

ment. A plate also bears the names of sons and daughters of

the University who lost their lives in the World War. The

monument, in addition to being the largest private memorial,

is significant in that it is dedicated to two great events,

the Civil War and the World War.78

78"Coppini, Former San Antonian, Designer of University
Memorial," San Antonio Express, April 23, 1933. Also, letter
from Leo C. Haynes to tie writer, June 28, 1939.



CHAPTER III

ADMINISTRATIVE AND FINANCIAL SET -UP OF THE

TEXAS CENTENNIAL PROGRAM

As the culmination of many years of hoping and planning

by several groups in the state, the Legislature submitted and

the people voted by a large majority an amendment to the Con-

stitution of Texas in November, 1932, which provided for a

state-wide centennial celebration.1  In response to this ex-

pressed wish of the people, the Forty-third Legislature at its

second called session in 1934 created the Texas Centennial

Commission and appropriated $100,000 for inaugurating the

celebration to be held two years later. 2  The program as pro-

jected by this commission was so enthusiastically received

by the people of the state that t he Forty-fourth Legislature

passed an act on May 8, 1935, appropriating $3,000,000 for

the Centennial observance and replaced the T exas Centennial

Commission by a body known as the Commission of Control for

1Dale Miller, "Centennial Moving at Full Speed," The
Texas Weekly, XI (June 20, 1935), 4. See also The Texas Al-
manac and State Industrial Guide, 1936, p. 371.

2 Vernon's Annotated Revised Civil Statutes of the State
of Texas, Revision of 1925 Inclu di nS 2 uenILw ofGe~n-
eral Aplication~hp h the Reljr Session of the iwfl-
fit ~Legislature, XVII, TU~-410. TThis workis~hereinafter
referred to as Vernon's Texas Statutes).

51
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the Texas Centennial Celebration. 3

Since the earliest talk of a centennial celebration the

Legislature had been besieged with requests by local patriotic

and civic groups, families of early patriots, and other inter-

ested persons, to make the program largely one of marking and

preserving historic spots in the state. As a result, nearly

all of the $3,000,000 appropriated in 1935 was set aside for

that purpose. 4 The act also defined "celebrations" as "the

placing of suitable markers, memorials, museums, and buildings

at places where the historic events occurred, the restoring

of all or parts of old historic houses, forts, Indian villages

and other old structures connected with the history of the

territory now embraced within the State of Texas; the placing

of monuments to early patriots of Texas" and the "purchasing

of suitable tracts of land where it was necessary for an ap-

proved celebration. "5

All but $575,000 of the state's $3,000,000 appropriation

was specified as follows: $225,000 to the University of Texas

for a Texas Memorial tseum; *1,200,000 allocated to build and

3Vernon's Texas Statutes, XVII, 411.

4Ibid. Monuments Erected ythe State of Texas to Com-
memorate the Centenary of Texas Indepndente,The Reat f
the Commission of Control for Texas Centennial Celebrations,
Compiled by Harry Schoen, p. 107'This work is hereinafter
referred to as rt of the Commission of Control).

5 Vernon's Texas Statutes, XVII, 414. See also ort of
the Commission of Control, p. 9.
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equip the State of Texas Building at the Central Centennial

Exposition at Dallas; $250,000 allocated for developments

around the Alamo; $250,000 set aside for a permanent memorial

at the San Jacinto battlefield; and $500,000 for a publicity

and advertising campaign. 6  The Commission of Control was thus

left $575,000 and any unexpended balance from the specified

appropriations to use in marking "historic sites." In addi-

tion, the Commission of Control spent $1,335,000 allotted them

by the United States Texas Centennial Commission.7 Also the

Public Works Administration made available a grant of $225,000

to aid in the construction of the San Jacinto Memorial and

$24,545 for the Gonzales Historical Museum. The Works Progress

6Report of Commission of Control, p. 9. See also Ninth
Biennial Report of the Texas State Board of Control, p. 16.
This record is hereinafter referred to asneport of Board of
Control).

7 Vernon's Texas Statutes, XVII, 411-412. The United States
Centennial Commission was created by the Seventy-fourth Congress
on June 28, 1935. The Commission was composed of Vice-president
John N. Garner, Cordell Hull, Henry A. Wallace, and Daniel C.
Roper to serve without compensation. The function of this
Commission was to supervise a $3,000,000 appropriation for
Federal participation in the Texas Centennial celebrations.
The resolution creating the United States Texas Centennial Com-
mission also created a Commissioner General to be appointed
by the President and three assistant commissioners to be ap-
pointed by the Commissioner General with the approval of the
above-mentioned Commission. President Roosevelt appointed
Cullen F. Thomas as Commissioner General. He in turn appointed
E. J. Altgelt, J. P. Rice, and Paul Wakefield. The Commission
was given authority to make allotments to the Commission of
Control for the Texas Centennial Celebration, the Texas Cen-
tennial Central Exposition at Dallas, and the Board of Di-
rectors of the Texas Memorial Museum. Report of the Commission
of Control, p. 10.
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Administration made three separate grants to carry out the

San Jacinto program. Beginning in December, 1935, it set

aside $550,550 for twelve projects such as piers, docks, and

flag poles. In October, 1936, it made another grant of

$206,299 for stone terraces; and in December, 1938, it allo-

cated $119,526.27 for a superintendent's home and for land-

scaping the grounds. The Works Progress Administration also

approved $19,823.33 to aid in the construction of the Big Bend

Historical Museum at Alpine; $11,862.46 for Fort Belknap; and

$1,598.57 for the construction of a replica of the Administra-

tion Building at Camp Colorado in Coleman. 8

The Commission of Control for the Texas Centennial Cele-

bration was created by the act of the Forty-fourth Legislature

previously mentioned. 9 The Commission was composed of nine

members to serve without compensation with the lieutenant Gov-

ernor as chairman and the Speaker of the House of Representa-

tives as vice-chairman. The nine men who served were Walter

Woodul, Coke R. Stevenson, Karl Hoblitzelle, former Governor

Pat M. Neff, John Boyle (who resigned and was replaced by al-

lace Perry), Joseph V. Vandenberg, James A. Elkins, General

John A. Hulen, and John K. Beretta. 1 0  The Commission of Con-

8fl!ort of the Commission of Control, p. 10.

9 House Bill No. 11 of the regular session of the Forty-
fourth Legislature. The act was passed May 8, 1935. Vernon's
Texas Statutes, p. 407.

1 0 Report of the Commission of Control, p. 9.
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trol created May 8, 1935, was to terminate, in the opinion

of the Attorney-General, on May 8, 1937. Because many projects

were still in the process of construction in 1937, the Forty-

fifth Legislature in regular session on May 14, 1937, extended

the life of the Commission to December 31, 1938.11

The duties of the Commission of Control were to approve

in writing all plans for centennial celebrations and alloca-

tions of money necessary to carry out recommendations of the

Legislature and to determine the location and character of cele-

brations not specified by the Legislature. This body thus had

final jurisdiction in all matters relating to the Centennial

celebrations sponsored by the state except in the cases pre-

viously listed. The actual carrying out of the program as de-

cided upon by the Commission of Control was the duty of the

Board of Control, a state agency already in existence. 1 2

The act which created the Commission of Control provided

that all contracts should be let and all expenditures should

be supervised by the State Board of Control, an agency created

in 1919 to take over rather widespread duties of supervision

of eleemosynary institutions and to be a centralized purchas-

ing agency® 1 3 The present board consists of Claude D. Teer,

1 1 Vernon's Texas Statutes, 1938Sup1ement Coverin Laws
of General Nature Enacted te Legislature at The Reuar
aand Calm sSssions from Januarx 1, 1936 to January.1_, 1938,
p. 457.

1 2 Report of Commission of Control, p. 9. See also Ver-
non's Texas Statutes, XVII, 414.

13j ort of Board of Control, pp. 7-9. See also Ver-

non's Texas Statutes, XVII, 415.
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chairman, Henry C. Meyer, and Tom A. DeBerry. To handle a

large amount of details connected with the supervision of the

Centennial celebration work, the Board created the Centennial

Division with Colonel John V. Singleton, chief, Giles Avriett,

assistant, and Tebb Roberts, director of memorials and mark-

ers. 1 4  This Division carried out its functions with four regu-

lar employees and two or three others who were temporarily

employed from time to time. 1 5

As previously stated, the Commission of Control through

the Board of Control spent approximately three million dollars

of state funds and about $1,335,000 in Federal funds in carry-

ing to completion the projects specified by the Legislature

and those approved by the Commission of Control. The admin-

istrative expenses of both the Board of Control and the Com-

mission of Control were provided from the unexpended balance

of the $100,000 appropriation made by the Forty-third Legis-

lature. 1 6  The unexpended balance totaled $53,436.02. Of this

amount the Forty-fourth Legislature gave $25,000 to the Com-

mission of Control and $28,436.02 to the Board of Control for

administrative expenses. The Board of Control was also given

$17,500 by the United States Texas Centennial Commission.> 7

14 ep-t2 of Commission of Control,,p. 13.

1 5 Ren rt of Board of Control, p. 17.

16Ibid., p. 16, 1 7 Ibid p. 13.
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The Board of Control acting through its Centennial Divis-

ion worked in close co-operation with the Commission of Con-

trol, which had to give final approval to all projects. It

also selected the architects, sculptors, and artists; drew up

and let all contracts; made applications for Federal aid from

the United States Texas Centennial Commission, the Public Works

Administration, and the Works Progress Administration; and

carried each project through to final completion. 1 8

There was also created an Advisory Board of Historians1 9

to be composed of three members to receive all applications

and requests for markers, monuments, and restorations. The

three men who served on this board without pay were L. W. Kemp,

chairman, J. Frank Dobie, and Reverend Paul J. Folk. Their

duties were to investigate the authenticity of applications

made by local groups and organizations and to make recommenda-

tions. Their judgment was not conclusive, however, as final

jurisdiction in each case rested with the Commission of Con-

trol. 2 0  With only a few exceptions each county had a Cen-

tennial Advisory Board which submitted applications for memori-

als to the Advisory Board of Historians, who in turn made rec-

ommendations to the Commission of Control. 2 1

1 8 Ibid., p. 13.

1 9 The act which empowered the Commission of Control to
act in its various specified functions gave it authority to
appoint an Advisory Board of Historians. Vernon's Texas
Statutes, XVII, 414.

2 0 Report of Commission of Control, p. 11.

21Ibid., p. 13.
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The Advisory Board of Historians made a survey of his-

torical points in Texas and, after consulting with the Works

Progress Administration, the United States Texas Centennial

Commission, and the Highway Department in order to co-ordinate

their programs, submitted specific recommendations for the

expenditure of $575,000 of state funds and $200,000 of United

States funds. They also recommended to the Highway Department

sites suitable for marking. 2 2

Inscriptions for the monuments, markers, etc., were ar-

rived at in the following manner. The authority on each sub-

ject was invited to write an inscription and this was sub-

mitted for criticism to a group of people who were familiar

with the person or event to be commemorated. After all sug-

gestions were considered, Mr. Kemp resubmitted the inscription

to the author for approval. Then the Board sent the inscrip-

tion agreed upon to the Commission of Control and it was for-

warded to the architect for final arrangements. 2 3 The project

was then carried through to completion by the Centennial Divis-

ion of the Board of Control and the architect and sculptors

employed by that agency. 2 4

Another state agency which aided in carrying out the

22Report of Commission of Control, p. 11. See also Ma-

Jeriy Rptof the Advisory Board of Historians, submitted
to the Commission of Control, October 7, 1935.

2 3 Report of the Commission of Control, p. 12.

2 4 Ibid., p. 17.
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Centennial program of erecting monuments and markers was the

State Highway Department. Acting under the instructions of

the fourth called session of the Legislature in joint resolu-

tion number seven of November 15, 1934, the Highway Department

began its program of marking historic spots along the highways.

This resolution of the Legislature also specified that the

maximum price of individual markers should be one hundred fifty

dollars, 2 5

The Department members set aside an available sum of

t13,577.60 and began to consult with the Advisory Board of His-

torians in order to outline their own program of marking his-

toric spots adjoining the highways and at the same time to

avoid duplication of markers erected by the Commission of Con-

trol. 2 6

Two hundred sixty-four sites were agreed upon as being

appropriate for the Department. 2 7  Two hundred twenty of these

were to be erected and devoted to county history, while the

remaining forty-four markers were to designate ten battle-

fields, seven towns, ten stage-line crossings and cattle

trails, three ferries, two churches, five forts, one home,

one mission site, one school, one grove, one bridge, one moun-

25R~eprt of the Commission of Control, p. 181.

26Ibid., p. 10.

2 7 Robert Lee Bobbitt, The Histor of ,the Texas Hihwax
Department, p. 13.
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tain, and one route of an early expedition. 2 8

These proposed projects have been very effectively carried

out under the wise leadership of the Highway Commission whose

members were Robert Lee Bobbitt, Harry Hines, and John Wood.

Compliments are to be paid also to Julian Montgomery, State

Highway engineer; and to Jac L. Gubbels, head of the division

of roadside development.29

In order to meet the demands of erecting two hundred

sixty-four markers out of the $13,577.60 set aside for the pur-

pose, the Highway Department had to be very economical in its

selection of permanent type markers that could be purchased

with that amount. It soon decided upon a "natural rounded

Texas pink granite block, forty-one to forty-seven inches in

rear height, twenty-four to thirty inches in depth, and thirty

to thirty-six inches in width, with a top slope of six inches.

To the top bevelled face is attached an eighteen by twenty-

four inch bronze tablet bearing the inscription, and to the

front face a circular bronze representation of the highway de-

partment insignia eighteen inches in diameter with the center

set fifteen inches from the top."3 0  The bronze tablet has

raised standard classic letters upon a bronze background.3 1

2 8 Report of the Commission of Control, p. 181.

2 9 Wayne Gard, "New Highways and Roadside Development in
Southwest Texas," The Dallas Morning News, December 26, 1938,
p. 2.

30Report of the Commission of Control, p. 181. 31gbi,
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Each of the markers, and the small park areas that surround

them, was designed by Jac 1. Gubbels.32

The Highway Department has not only set two hundred sixty-

four markers to historic spots along the highways, but has

spent $55,523.10 for road construction in the San Jacinto

State Park. 3 3 At least one old stagecoach station where weary

travelers quenched their thirst and that of their horses has

been reconstructed to the exact dimensions of the original one.

This station has been placed at Tunis Spring, twenty miles

east of Fort Stockton, in the foothills of the Davis Mountains. 3 4

The Department's work has been systematized so thoroughly and

efficiently that no extra help was needed to carry on these

additional duties. Many compliments have been paid to the De-

partment by the people of this state and other states because

of the neat and permanent identifications of historic places

along our highways. 3 5

3 2 bid.

3 3 Report of the Commission of Control, p. 10.

34Wayne Gard, "Stagecoach Station Is Reconstructed,"
The Dallas Mornins Hews, December 26, 1938.

35The Dallas Morning News, June 28, 1938, p. 4.



CHAPTER IV

MEMORIAL BUIIJ)IITGS, MUSEUMS, RESTORAT IONS, AN STATUES

ERECTED BY TE CE1TENNIAL COYMISSION OF CONTROL

In 1936 the Commission of Control for the Texas Centennial

Celebration began work on a number of major projects which con-

sisted of ten memorial buildings and museums, five community

centers, seventeen restorations, improvements to two parks,

and erection of twenty statues. The first units of each of

three of the museums and all the other projects have been com-

pleted,

Memorial Buildings and Museums

One of the most majestic historical shrines in the nation

is the State of Texas Building, better known as the Hall of

State, erected at the head of a long reflecting pool in the

State Fair grounds in Dallas at a cost of $1,200,000. This

sum includes the cost of furnishings as well as cost of con-

struction, On the first floor of the building is the entrance

hall or Hall of Heroes, which contains heroic bronze statues

on marble bases of James W. Fannin, Mirabeau B. Lamar, Stephen

F. Austin, Sam Houston, Thomas J. Rusk, and William B. Travis.

Flanking this hall are four principal exhibit rooms in which
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the mural and decorative motifs suggest the atmosphere of

North, East, South, and West Texas. These regional rooms are

equipped with sixty-four museum cases of the latest design:

metal-framed plate glass, vermin, dust, and burglar proof,

built to accommodate all types of historical displays. Ris-

ing above the Hall of Heroes is the lofty Ceremonial Hall. 1

On the ground floor of the Hall of State there is a small

lecture hall which seats 400 and is acoustically perfect. Its

lower foyer is panelled in walnut and is spacious enough for

informal receptions. There are also on the ground floor ample

quarters for offices, archives, reading rooms, a library, a

large vault for the protection of rare items, and sufficient

storage space for bulky materials. The State of Texas leased

this building to the City of Dallas, the museum now being op-

erated by the Dallas Historical Society. 2

The Hall of State is a magnificent memorial to an illus-

trious history.

The structure, however, is no mere monument to a
glorious past. Its impressive architecture, gigantic
murals, and heroic statuary which alone are sufficient
to cast a spell over the visitor are but the super-
ficial aspects of a building designed to be a dynamic
center of purposeful activity. The Hall of State is
not only majestic; it is also one of the most useful
and usable of buildings.3

report of the Commission of Control, pp. 15-17. See

also Dallas Historical Societylpp. 4, 8; and T Dallas
MorninNew, Souvenir Centennial Edition, June 7,196.

2Rep2ort of the Commission of Control, p. 15.

3 Dallas Historical So ci et, p. 2.
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It is indeed as a former governor said at the dedication cere-

monies, September 6, 1936: "We have built here the Westminster

Abbey of the Western World."4

Nine other museum buildings were erected as part of the

Centennial celebrations by the Commission of Control, all but

three being constructed on college campuses. One of these

is the Corpus Christi Centennial Museum located in South Bluff

Park at an approximate cost of $6,300, furnished by the Com-

mission of Control, Nueces County, and the Nueces County Cen-

tennial Memorial Fund.5

Another of the three mentioned museums is the Gonzales

Memorial Museum and Amphitheater. The city of Gonzales uses

the building and owns and maintains the museum. The building

was constructed of Texas shell stone trimmed in Cordova cream

limestone. On the interior walls are mural decorations and a

marble plaque, dedicated to the eighteen Gonzales men who de-

layed for two days one hundred fifty Mexican dragoons sent to

demand the Gonzales cannon. Sixteen bronze plaques relating

the early history of the region are also placed at intervals

inside the building. The grounds have been beautifully land-

scaped and a reflecting pool has been constructed in front of

the museum. Nearby stands a shaft of axed Texas pink granite

commemorating the act of the thirty-two Gonzales men who on

4Ibi d. , p. 3.

5 Report of the Commission of Control, p. 25.
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March 1, 1836, fought their way into the beleaguered Alamo

to die with Travis. This was built with $30,000 of state

funds allocated by the Commission of Control and a P. W. A.

grant of $24,545. An additional allocation of $6,000 was made

for equipment, furnishings, and the reflecting pool. Fifteen

hundred dollars provided for the monument to the thirty-two

men, $500 was used for the marble plaque, and an additional

$1,500 was set aside for the sixteen bronze plaques. 6

Fifty-three thousand dollars was used to construct and

landscape the Alamo Museum designed in mission style to har-

monize with the Alamo near which it is located. This museum

displays historical relics and records of the Daughters of the

Republic of Texas, custodians of the Alamo. 7

State funds supplemented by contributions from various

sources were used to erect the six museums on college campuses.

The El Paso Memorial Museum, located on the campus of the Col-

lege of Mines and Metallurgy, was erected at a cost of $50,000.

The Board of Control completed the basement of the West Texas

Museum on the campus of the Texas Technological College at a

cost of $25,000. The West Texas Museum Association plans a

campaign to complete the museum. The Big Bend Historical

Museum on the campus of Sul Ross State Teachers College was

built at a cost of $25,000 in state funds, approximately $20,000

6Ibid., pp. 29-31. See also San Antonio Eress, May 14,
1937.

U2p2rS of thge Commission of Control, p. 28.

r
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from a Yorks Progress Administration grant, and $5,000 in

equipment, material, and services by the college. The Pan-

handle-Plains Historical Society Museum which was started at

Canyon in 1932 by private funds, was increased to a 10,000

square foot basement by $25,000 in state funds in 1936.8

The Sam Houston Memorial Museum was constructed at a

cost of about $35,000 as an addition to the Sam Houston shrine.

It is now made up of about fifteen acres of Houston's homestead

and contains several historic buildings associated with his

life. The Commission of Control also authorized the expendi-

ture of $2,000 to purchase land adjacent to the old cemetery

where Houston is buried and $4,000 to repair and remove the

Steamboat House to the Sam Houston shrine. 9

The Legislature, when it appropriated the $3,000,000 for

observance of the Texas Centennial, specifically provided

$225,000 to be used by the Board of Regents of the University

of Texas in gathering and preparing materials for exhibits of

natural and civic history and for furnishing and equipping the

Texas Memorial Museum Building. The act provided for the con-

struction of a building at a cost of $750,000 to be raised by

donation and subscription sponsored by the American Legion of

the State of Texas. To accomplish this, the Legion promoted

the sale of Centennial half-dollars from which they netted

$8,049.17. The Legion turned the coins over to the board of

9Ibi. ,*.25.8Ibid., p. 22.
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regents of the University, who sold $81,299.59. The United

States Texas Centennial Commission turned over $300,000 to

the Board of Control, which erected the first unit of the

museum building which now houses the University collection of

geological, historical, botanical, zoological, and anthropologi-

cal materials. 1 0

Community Centers

Several memorial buildings to be used as community centers

were built by the Commission of Control. These were the David

Crockett Memorial Building at Crockett, the Memorial Auditorium

and Stadium at Goliad, the Sunken Garden Amphitheater and the

Texas Pioneers-Trail Drivers-Rangers Memorial at San Antonio.

The David Crockett Memorial Building, erected on a sixty-acre

park in the center of the city of Crockett, cost $2,500 in

state funds, $7,500 in Federal funds, and $12,532 in donations

from the city of Crockett. The Sunken Garden Amphitheater

at San Antonio cost $62,000 in Federal funds and $5,000 from

the National Youth Administration and the city of San Antonio. 11

The Texas Pioneers-Trail Drivers-Rangers Memorial was built

in Brackenridge Park, San Antonio, at a cost of $100,000 from

a Federal allowance. 1 2  The Memorial Auditorium and Stadium

in the Goliad State Park was financed by an allocation of

10Ibid., p. 24.

1 1 Ibid., pp. 33-36. See also The Dallas MorninNews,
June 27,1937.

12Reprt of_ the Commission of Control, p. 37.
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$50,000 in state funds and $20,000 in Federal funds. The

Works Progress Administration spent $5,000 to construct walks,

parking areas, roads, etc.13

Restorations and Park Improvements

The Commission of Control restored or assisted in the

restoration of nine forts, two missions, five homes, and one

church. A two-storey log replica of old Fort Inglish was

erected at a cost of $2,400 on the original site of the fort

donated to the city of Bonham by the heirs of Smith Lips-

comb. 1 4  Seven buildings, including three identical barracks,

have been reconstructed at Fort Belknap near Newcastle. The

eleven-acre site was acquired and landscaped by Young County,

and the Commission of Control allocated $14,000 in Federal

funds for the above-mentioned projects and a stone fence

around the park; $12,000 of W. P. A. funds was also spent on

the restoration work. Young County provides a caretaker and

maintains the park, which is used by the Boy Scouts, American

Legion, and other civic organizations. 1 5

Several buildings, including the officers' home, adjutant's

building, and the headquarters building of Fort Concho near

San Angelo, the most beautiful and best-ordered fort of the

Indian-fighting days, are still in an excellent state of pres-

1 3 ibid., p. 35 1 4 Ibid., p. 39.

15Ibid., p. 42. See also The Dallas Mornins News, June

25, 1939, p. 7; and The Fort Worth Star-Telegram, June 27,
1937, p. 12.
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ervation. 1 6 Two thousand eight hundred dollars in Federal

funds was allocated by the Commission of Control and $400

was raised by individual contributions, all of which was used

to repair the old headquarters building. This building houses

the Fort Concho Museum which is operated by a board appointed

by the commissioners of the city of San Angelo. This Museum

Board is interested in restoring the old fort in its entirety. 1 7

An allocation of $11,800 from state funds supplemented

by a $500 contribution by Menard County made possible the res-

toration of the old building of Real Presidio de San Saba as

it existed in 1761. The building is maintained by Menard County

as a museum. 1 8

In 1935, through the donations of citizens of Mexia and

Groesbeck and of the city of Mexia, the State Park Board ac-

quired title to 1,496 acres containing the site of old Fort

Parker near Limestone. A replica of the old fort including

two blockhouses, six cabins, and the stockade enclosing an

acre of ground, was constructed at an approximate cost of

$10,000. The C. C. C. provided labor for installing plumbing

in the caretaker's home, constructing display cases, etc. The

State Park :Board provides the caretaker and maintains the park.1 9

1 6 Rose Austin, "Fort Concho, Yesterday and Today," Farm

and Ranch, :December 1, 1935, p. 10.

1 7 eport of the Commission of Control, p. 44.

18Ibid., p. 45. 1 9 Ibid., p. 46.
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A replica of the administration building of Camp Colorado

has been erected in the Coleman City Park with funds supplied

as follows: $1,800 of state funds, $760.09 contributed by

the city of Coleman, and a W. P. A. project amounting to

$1,598.57.20

From native stone there has been reconstructed the of-

ficers' quarters, bakery, hospital, and morgue of old Fort

Richardson on a forty-one acre site near the city of Jacksboro.

The Commission of Control allocated $12,900 and the city of

Jacksboro donated $300 for the purchase of the site and the

work of restoration. The buildings now house a unit of the

national guard. 2 1

The Commission of Control spent $6,700 for the purchase

of a fifty-acre site and the reproduction of the barracks of

Fort Graham. The site is known as Fort Graham Park and was

deeded to the Hill County commissioners court, which super-

vises the use of it as a community center. 2 2 Twenty thousand

dollars was allocated by the Commission of Control for the

restoration of the Old Stone Fort on the campus of Stephen F.

Austin State Teachers College, about one mile from its original

site. The outside walls were made from the original stones

saved by the Cum Concilio Club of Nacogdoches in 1901 when the

2 0 Ibid., p. 47.

21Ibid., p. 51. See also The Dallas fornins News, June
25, 1939, p. 7.

2 2 Repjrt of the Commission of Control, p. 52.
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fort was demolished. 2 3

One of the most important projects of the Commission was

the building of the Alamo Museum, previously described, and

the repair work on the old Mission San Antonio de Valero it-

self. The Commission purchased the city block where the Alamo

stands and created a park around it. Plaques were set in con-

crete walks to mark the exact boundaries of the old mission.

Repairs were made to the roof and the chapel. These improve-

ments were financed at a cost of $250,000 in state funds and

$75,000 in Federal funds. 2 4

Restoration projects at the old San Jose Mission were

carried out by the Public Works Administration and the Civil

Works Administration at a cost of about $200,000. The work

was sponsored by the San Antonio Diocese of the Catholic

Church, the County of Bexar, and the San Antonio Conservation

Society, each of which owns portions of the original site.

The Commission of Control allocated $2O,0OO of Federal funds,

part of which was used to finish the work already begun on

the granary, prefecture, soldiers' quarters, and the old mill.

The remainder of the appropriation was used to complete the

construction of a sunken garden and open air theater on the

part owned by the San Antonio Conservation Society. 2 5

231bid., p. 50. See also Robert M. Hayes, "Old Stone Fort,
a Storehouse of History is Restored," The Dallas Morning News,
March 14, 1937.

2 4 2eport of the Commission of Control, p. 41.

2 5 Ibid., p. 53. See also The Dallas Morninz News, June
9, 1936, p. 12.
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The people of Fredericksburg and Gillespie County raised

funds, supplemented by 1,450 set aside by the Commission, to

build a reproduction of the first community church, Vereins

Kirche, erected in 1846 in that city by German pioneers. The

replica which contains the original cornerstone and bell is

built in the center of a park in the heart of Fredericksburg

about two hundred feet from the original site. 2 6

A replica of the Mirabeau B. Lamar home, one-third the

actual size, was built on the site of the First Presbyterian

Church in Paris, Texas, with $1,400 allocated by the Commis-

sion.2 7  One thousand dollars was used to move from its original

site seventeen miles north of the city of McKinney and repair

the old Collin McKinney home. The home was a gift of the heirs

to the city of McKinney and is located now in Finch Park.2 8

The "Steamboat House," the last home of Sam Houston, was

donated to the board of regents of the Sam Houston State

Teachers College by J. E. Posey. The Commission of Control

spent $4,000 repairing and removing the house to its present

site in the Sam Houston shrine on the campus. Furnishings

and personal belongings of Houston are displayed there. 2 9

Three other reconstruction projects of the same type as

2 6 Report of the Commission of Control, p. 50.

27Ibid., p. 48.

2 8 bid., p. 49. See also The Dallas Mornins News, Tune
5, 1936, p. 5.

2 9 Report of the Commission of Control, p. 49.
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those discussed above are as follows: A replica of the log

cabin home of Finis C. Wills has been built near the site of

the original at a cost of $500 to the Wednesday Book Club of

Wills Point and $200 to the Commission. 3 0  Thirty-four thous-

and dollars was allocated by the Commission to enlarge and im-

prove the Washington State Park at Brenham. The Anson Jones

home was purchased, repaired, and moved to the park, and addi-

tional acres were fenced and improved. The caretaker's home

and an amphitheater were also reconditioned and storage house

and rest rooms were constructed. 3 1

Five thousand dollars was allotted in Federal funds by

the Commission of Control for the building of a shelter and

alterations to structures already built in the Fannin State

Park at %oliad. At the scene of the battle of Coleto, where

Tannin and his men were defeated and taken prisoners by a

force of Mexicans, the state of Texas had already erected a

monument twenty-eight feet high in the center of the park to

the memory of Fannin and his men.32

Statues

The Commission of Control erected twenty statues honor-

ing men connected with the early history of Texas, at a total

cost of $203,600 in state and Federal funds. Almost all of

30 1bid., p. 49. 311bid., p. 36.

3 2 1bid., p. 55. See also Fannin State Park Commissioners,
Remember Goliad, pamphlet, n. d.
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the statues include a heroic bronze figure of the man to whom

the statue is erected mounted on a base of Marble Falls pink

granite. Ten of them cost $7,500 each, nine cost $14,000 each,

and one was erected at a cost of $2,600.

Ben Milam is the only man in the group to whom two

statues were erected, one at Cameron, the other at San Antonio,

each costing $14,000. On the court house lawn at Cameron the

memorial consists of three blocks of Marble Falls pink granite

with the upper block supporting the bronze statue. The four

faces of the base bear the inscription of the life of Ben

Milam and the famous question of the hero: "Who will follow

old Ben Milam into San Antonio?" 3 3 The monument in San Antonio

was erected in Ben Milam Park with $14,000 allocated by the

United States Texas Centennial Commission. The memorial con-

sists of a gigantic bronze portraiture of Milam resting on a

hone-finished base of pink granite. 3 4

A father and son have the distinction of each having a

memorial erected in his honor. A $14,000 statue of Stephen

F. Austin was erected in San Felipe Park, San Felipe, Texas.

The memorial proper is made of Marble Falls pink granite.

A die of six blocks forming a chiselled truncated pyramid sup-

ports the seated bronze figure of Austin. The monument is

properly inscribed to the founder of Texas.35

3 3 Rerrt of the Commission of Control, p. 62.

34Id., p. 63. 35Ibid., p. 57.
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The memorial to Moses Austin was erected at a cost of

$14,000 of Federal funds on the City Hall grounds at San An-

tonio facing the old Spanish's Governor's palace. The monu-

ment consists of a ten-foot bronze statue of Moses Austin sup-

ported by an octagonal bronze pedestal. Four alternate faces

of the pedestal bear the inscription and the remaining sides

are sculptured in bas-relief depicting episodes in the life

of Moses Austin. 3 6

A $2,600 monument consisting of a bronze bust resting in

a right-angle niche formed by two slabs of highly polished

pink granite was erected in the parkway leading to Vereins

Kirche in honor of John 0. Meusebach. Hans Freiherr von Meuse-

back was the founder of Fredericksburg and became a natural-

ized citizen of Texas under the name of John 0. Meusebach. 3 7

At Galveston the Commission erected a $14,000 statue of

General Sidney Sherman, hero of the battle of San Jacinto.

The monument consists of a heroic figure of General Sherman

resting on a granite base. Rising above the base and behind

the figure is a seventeen-ton slab on which an intaglio design

shows Sherman mounted on his horse with his saber raised and

shouting the cry of the battle of San Jacinto: "Remember the

Alamo: Remember Goliadt' 3 8

3 6 Ibid., p. 75. See also The Dallas Mornins mews, May
9, 1938.

37 Report o#f the Commission of Control, p. 76.

3 8 Tbid., p. 58.
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A seven-foot bronze sculpture of Richard Ellis, the

chairman of the Texas Constitutional Convention, stands be-

fore a monolith of polished pink marble and granite on the

court house lawn at Waxahachie. The statue was erected at a

cost of $7,500 allocated by the Commission of Control. 3 9

James Pinckney Henderson, a North Carolina volunteer in

the Texas Revolutionary army, served the Republic of Texas

as minister to England, France, and the United States, and

was the first governor of the State of Texas. He served also

in the Mexican War and was a United States Senator from Texas.

A seated bronze figure of Henderson on a base of Marble Falls

pink granite was erected on the court house lawn at San Augus-

tine. The project was financed by $14,000 in Federal funds. 4 0

Near the school grounds in Brazoria the Commission erected

an eight-foot bronze statue of Henry Smith, the Provisional

Governor of Texas, 1835-1836. The monument was financed by

a $7,500 allocation of Federal funds.41

The Commission also erected statues to the first and last

presidents of the Republic of Texas. An eight-foot bronze

figure of David G, Burnet, first president of Texas, rests on

a Marble Falls pink granite slab on the high school campus at

Clarksville, his home. The project cost $7,500 in Federal

39Ibid., p. 59.

4 0 Tbid., p. 60. See also The Dallas Morning News, July
17, 1938.

41 feport of the Commission of Control, p. 67. See also
The Dallas ornin& News, December 20, 1937.
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funds. 4 2  Anson Jones, president of Texas when it was admitted

to the Union, is memoralized with a seated bronze statue of

heroic size on a base of Marble Falls pink granite. The monu-

ment was erected at a cost of $7,500 in Federal funds on the

court house lawn at Anson. 4 3

Two heroes of the Alamo, James Bowie and James B. Bonham,

were honored with statues erected by the Commission. Bowie's

statue erected at Texarkana consists of a kneeling bronze fig-

ure supported by a base of pink granite, bevelled and dec-

orated with vertical V-shaped grooves. The monument cost

$7,500.44 The Bonham monument at Bonham consists of an oc-

tagonal base supporting the main die also of the same shape,

which bears the inscription, and upon which stands the eight-

foot statue of James Bonham. Federal funds to the amount of

$7,500 were allocated for the project.45

The Commission of Control allocated $14,000 from state

funds for the erection of a ten-foot portraiture of General

Thomas Jefferson Rusk on the city square at Henderson. The

monument is a tall shaft consisting of three blocks of Marble

Falls pink granite. 4 6

42 ReLrpt of Commission of Control, p. 74. See also The
Dallas Mo r ins News, April 25, 1938.

4 3 flgort of the Commission of _Control, p. 67. See also
The Dallas Mornins News, May 31, 1938.

4 4 Report of the Commission of Control, p. 68.

45Id. , p. 69. See also The Dallas Mornins News, April
6, 1938 and December 18, 1938.

4 6 Report of the Commission of Control, p. 70.
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Among the men who helped to declare Texas independent

of Mexico were George C. Childress, author of the Texas Dec-

laration of Independence, 4 7 and Jose Antonio Navarro, one of

the signers of the document. A $7,500 monument, paid for by

Federal funds, has been erected on the court house grounds at

Corsicana in honor of Antonio Navarro, for whom Navarro County

was named. The monument is made of pink granite blocks on a

base of monolithic reinforced concrete supporting the seated

figure of Navarro. 4 8 At Brenham in Washington State Park an

erect bronze figure of George C. Childress stands upon an

axe-finished granite platform, die, and shaft. The monument,

dedicated on March 2, 1939, was erected with $7,500 of Federal

funds*49

At Belton the Commission erected at a cost of $7,500 an

eight and one-half foot bronze figure of Peter H. Bell upon a

truncated octagonal die supported by a square pedestal in

honor of that early warrior and statesman. 5 0  Peter H. Bell

was the third governor of Texas and the one who attempted to

bring all the disputed Rio Grande territory under the authority

of Texas. 5 1

The allocations of $14,000 in Federal funds were made to

4 7The Dallas horning News, August 21, 1938.

48Reort of the Commission of Control, p. 64. See also
The Dallas Morning News, January 30, 1938.

4 9 Report of the Commission of- Control, p. 73. See also
The Daily Times-Herald, February 26, 1939, p. 6.

5 0 Report of the Commission of Control, p. 71.

5 1 Louis J. Wortham, A Historz of Texas from Wilderness
t Commonwealth, IV, 222-228.
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erect statues of P. E. B. Baylor and Mirabeau B. Lamar, early

statesmen and educators in Texas. A statue consisting of a

seated bronze figure of Baylor sculptured by Pompeo Coppini

rests on five blocks of Marble Falls pink granite. These

blocks in turn rest on a great base formed with a honed curb

and axed slabs resting on a pier cap and reinforced concrete

foundation. The monument is located on the campus of Baylor

University, Waco, the oldest university in Texas and named in

honor of Baylor. 5 2 On the court house lawn at Richmond a

memorial to Lamar was erected consisting of an outer ring of

curbed granite and the memorial proper of three blocks of pink

granite placed one on top of the other and surmounted by a

nine and one-half foot bronze figure of Lamar. On the face

of the statue is the one word Lamar. On the other three faces

are three bronze plaques symbolizing law, diplomacy, educa-

tion.53

The only major statue erected by the Commission of Con-

trol to a Civil War hero was that of Dick Dowling at Dowling

Point, Sabine Pass, the site where on September 8, 1863, Dowling

and forty-seven men of Company F of Texas Heavy Artillery re-

pulsed the attack of four warships and 1,200 men and saved

Texas from Federal invasion. The monument consists of a three-

5 2 Reprt of the Commission of Control, p. 61.

5 3 Ibid., p. 66. See also The Dallas Mornin News, Souvenir
Centennial Edition, June 7, 1936, Section 8, p. 2.
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section pedestal eleven feet long on a monolithic base of

Fredericksburg pink granite. Surmounting this pedestal is a

statue of Dowling. The inscription is sand-blasted on the

front and three sides and the center die is decorated back

and front with a bronze wreath and star. The Commission al-

located *7,500 for this project. 5 4

Reportof the Commission of Control, p. 72. See also
The Dallas 1rnins News, May 23, 1937, and June 19, 1938.



CHAPTER V

MONUJYEfTS, HISTORICAL MARKERS, AND GRAVE MARKERS

ERECTED BY THE CENTENNIAL COMMISSION

One of the most important phases of the memorial program

begun as a part of the state-wide Centennial celebrations was

the erecting of several major monuments, such as that erected

at the San Jacinto battlefield and the Cenotaph at San Antonio,

the construction of replicas of old forts, and the placing of

numerous historical markers and minor monuments. The program

also undertook the transfer of the remains of many early-day

heroes to the State Cemetery at Austin and the marking of the

graves of others in cemeteries throughout the state.

To Heroic Texas Armies

The San Jacinto monument erected on the San Jacinto bat-

tlefield in the State Park near Houston is unquestionably the

greatest work of its kind ever done in Texas, and probably in

the United States, The shaft rises five hundred sixty-four

feet above the finished grade line, slightly higher than the

Washington Monument, and is one of the most distinctive and

magnificent memorial towers in the world. It not only holds

the distinction of being the tallest state monument in the

world, but it is also the most beautiful memorial ever to be

81



82

raised over a battlefield. 1

The structure of reinforced concrete is faced with varie-

gated, Texas golden buff limestone, rough-hewn on the exterior

walls, and highly polished on the interior walls. There are

two broad-approach terraces to the base of the structure, one

with a spread of 364 feet and the other with 244 feet, divided

by the reflecting pool which is large enough to mirror the

complete tower from its base to its tip. The top of the tower

is capped with a two-hundred-twenty-ton star, the diameter of

which is thirty-five feet. 2

The base building is one hundred twenty-four feet square

with a height of thirty-six feet. The tower or shaft which is

directly above it is forty-seven feet square at the bottom and

tapers to thirty feet at the top. It is equipped with elevator

service from the ground to the observation room at the top so

that visitors may with perfect ease have the pleasure of ob-

serving the complete battleground. 3 The entrance to the ele-

vator is made through a lobby in the Hall of Honor.

The first floor of the base building houses the San

Jacinto Museum of History, and is to be operated by the San

Jacinto Historical Association. The entrance leads through

the Hall of Honor, which is provided with niches for statues

1eprt of the Board of Control, p. 16. See also Frances
Poindexter, "San 5acinto Monument,"'loresville Chronicle,
January 8, 1937.

2 The Dallas Mornins News, Rotogravure Section, April 16, 1939.

3 _Reort of the Commission of Control, p. 79.
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of heroes. Two spacious rooms flank the Hall of Honor, one

on the north and the other on the south. The south room is

designed to house historic relics, while the north room will

be used as an art gallery and meeting room. The museum will

contain portraits that are closely associated with the battle

and the persons immortalized by the memorial. The second floor

of the base building is to serve as a meeting toom for the

Daughters of the Republic of Texas, while at the rear of the

base building is an amphitheater with a seating capacity of

five thousand.4

In addition to the memorial, approaches, and mirror pool,

there has been a comprehensive landscaping scheme to form a

harmonizing background for the memorial. The project also in-

cluded the construction of a steel bulkhead along the Houston

ship channel frontage, remodeling of rest-rooms and shelter

houses, and the construction of walks and roads throughout

the entire park.5

In financing this enormous project, the Texas Centennial

Commission allocated $250,000; the United States Texas Cen-

tennial Commission allocated $385,000; the Public Works Ad-

ministration authorized a grant of $225,000; the Houston Ship

Channel district made available $40,000; the State Highway

Department made available $55,523.18; the Works Progress Ad-

ministration authorized fourteen projects totaling $876,375.27;

41bid., p. 79. 51bid.
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and the Governor of Texas appropriated deficiency warrants

totaling 32,250.6 Of the above amounts of money contributed

to the project, approximately $1,500,000 was spent on the me-

morial proper, while the remainder was used in beautifying

and landscaping the park.7

The monument was designed by Alfred C. Finn, architect;

William McVey was the sculptor, and Mrs. C. B. Whitehead, the

landscape architect. On the eight panels of the base build-

ing are inscriptions carved with eight-inch letters which

give the battle of San Jacinto and its significance in his-

toric perspective to the world. There are also two bronze

plaques in the interior with the list of all the men who were

in the battle and all of those who were at the Harrisburg camp.

Mr. L. W. Kemp furnished the names of the men. 8

The Commission of Control allocated $100,000 for the

erection of a Cenotaph in front of the Alamo block in San An-

tonio. 9 It is a sixty-foot shaft, forty feet in length, and

twelve feet wide, made of Georgia gray marble and rests upon

a slab base of Texas pink granite. It is located on a small

plaza adjacent to the Alamo. Figures of the Alamo defenders

are carved on the sides of the shaft with Bowie, Crockett,

6 Reprt of the Board of Control, p. 17.

7 .The Dallas Mornin News, June 28, 1938. See also Jack
T. McCulley, "When Freedom Rang," Texas Parade, II (arch,
1938), 7-29.

8 Report of the Commission of Control, p. 79.

9 Report of the Board of Control, p. 17.
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Travis, and Bonham in bold relief. On the front of the shaft

is an eight-foot figure representing the spirit of sacrifice

which is the theme of rthe -monument, and on the back is the

figure of a woman symbolizing the state of Texas holding the

shield of the United States and of Texas. The work is now un-

der construction but is supposed to be completed by September,

1939. The following is the main inscription that appears on

the monument:

ERECTED IN IEORY OF
THE HEROES WHO SACRIFICED THEIR LIVES AT THE

ALAMO, MARCH 6, 1836
IN THE DEFENSE OF TEXAS

THEY CHOSE NEV]R TO SURRENDER NOR RETREAT; THESE BRAVE HEARTS WITH
FLAG ST ILL PROUDLY WAVING PERISHED IN THE FLAILS OF IMMORTALITY

THAT T HEIR HIGH SACRIFICE MIGHT LEAD
TO TH FOUNDING OF THIS TEXAS 1 0

A monument in the Goliad State Park has been erected at

the grave of James W. Fannin and his men by a $25,000 alloca-

tion of Federal funds. The memorial was erected on a continu-

ous ring foundation circling the common grave. There are

cylindrical reinforced concrete piers which support the upper

monolithic offset slab. The approach of granite steps and

cheeks leads to a fifty-two foot platform in front of the cap-

ping. The grave slabs are elevated above a commemorative in-

scription sand-blasted in granite. At the back and ends of

the grave slabs are two monolithic shafts which rise to a

1 0 prt of the Commission of Control, p. 85. See also
The Dallas Morning News, June 28, 1938; and Austin American
Statesman, October 20, 1935.



86

height of thirty feet above the approach. These two shafts

support the monolithic blocks of granite upon which is carved

in bas-relief a figure symbolic of Texas honoring her heroes. 1 1

The complete monument is made of T exas pink granite.

In memory of the lier Expedition and Dawson's men, a

monument has been erected at La Grange with funds derived from

an appropriation by the Legislature of t2,10O and an allocation

of $8,OOO from the Texas Centennial Commission. It is a forty-

eight foot shaft made of Texas quarry shelistone, on a terraced

base of Indian limestone. A five-foot panel of sculptured

colored plaster which depicts the drawing of the black beans

and other incidents is placed on the face of the shaft. There

is also a ten-foot bronze statue of Dawson placed before a slab

of polished granite which stands at the base of the shaft. The

names of all the men who participated in the expedition are

inscribed on the monument. The names were furnished by Mr.

Houston Wade of Houston. 1 2

A monument to Amon B. King and his men was erected at

Refugio with $7,500 from funds allocated by the Texas Cen-

tennial Commission. The monument consists of an octagonal

shaft of polished granite two feet six inches high which sup-

ports a symbolical bronze figure. The shaft stands upon a

11Rfport of the Commission of Control, p. 86. See, also
The Dallas Mojrnin News, August 4, 1938.

l2 eport of the Commission of Control, p. 91. See also
Texas Parade, VII~TOctober, 193777 4.
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small base of polished granite which rests upon a large con-

crete base twenty feet in diameter. There are also six bronze

plaques and two bronze wreaths and stars placed at intervals

of five feet from the base of the monument for decoration of

the shaft. The inscription is as follows:

ERECTED BY THE
STATE OF TEXAS
IN MEMORY OF

CAPTAIN AMONG B. KING
AND

OTHER TEXAS SOLDIERS
KILLED IN ACTION

OR CAPTURED AND
AFTERWARDS SLAIN

AS A RESULT OF
THE FIGHTING AT

REFUGIO . MARCH
14 . 15 . 16 . 183613

Monuments to Old Forts

A monument to old Fort Griffin consisting of a fourteen-

foot shaft of Texas pink granite, six feet wide and tapering

in depth from two feet nine inches at the base to one foot at

the top, was erected in Fort Griffin State Park at Fort Griffin

with an allocation of $2,500 in Federal funds by the Centennial

Commission. It was designed by Raoul Josset and bears in-

scriptions and figures symbolic of the pioneers, buffalo hunt-

ers, and surveyors who opened West Texas to Anglo-American

settlement. The inscription also gives details of the estab-

1 R 22 rt of theCommnission of Control, p. 97.
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lishment of the old fort by Colonel Sturgis acting under Lieu-

tenant General Charles Griffin in 1867, and mentions that the

fort was a supply station on the old "Dodge City Trail."14

At Spanish Fort, Montague County,.a monument of Texas red

granite has been erected to the old Spanish Fort. The monu-

ment consists of a red granite shaft which rises eight feet

above a triple step base. The plaque was designed by Raoul

Josset and symbolizes the Taovayas Indians and relates the

early history of the region. 1 5

A Monument to Pioneer Women of Texas

A magnificent memorial to the pioneer women of Texas was

erected on the campus of the Texas State College for Women in

Denton, and dedicated December 6, 1938, by former Governor

Pat M. Neff. It was presented by Claude D. Teer, chairman of

the Board of Control, and accepted by K. W. Denman, president

of the Board of Regents of the college. 1 6

The monument is made of Georgia white Cherokee marble

and is axe-finished. The ring base supports a great horizontal

twenty-two ton monolithic die with bevelled top. The statue

representing a pioneer woman stands thirteen feet high on the

sixteen-foot marble base. The whole structure is nineteen feet

high. It was designed by Leo Friedlander, and carved by the

1 4 Ibid., p. 101. See also Carl C. Rister, "Fort Griffin,"
West TexasHistorical Association Yearbook, I (June, 1925), 15-24.

Rep rtof the Commission of Control, p. 101.

16 The Dallas Mornipg Yews, December 6, 1938.
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Piccivilli brothers. Twenty-five thousand dollars of Federal

funds was allocated by the Centennial Commission.17

Monuments Erected to Individuals

The Centennial Commission recommended and erected a num-

ber of monuments to men. A monument erected in memory of. Rene

Robert Cavalier de La Salle, is located on the spot of his

landing, eighteen miles from Lavaca. It is erected on a pier

slab and cap reinforced by a concrete foundation designed as a

rigid frame, supporting a rectangular base of granite upon

which is erected a tapered wedge-shaped shaft of granite. The

shaft is composed of four pieces on which a combination of full

rounded and bas-relief sculpture is carved. The figure of La

Salle, about fourteen feet high, faces the open sea. He

stands against the brow of his ship, one foot thrust forward

for his first feel of Texas soil, his hand resting on the hilt

of his broad French sword, and his eyes searching the horizon. 1 8

The inscription appears on the lower part of the shaft. The

entire memorial is made of Texas pink granite, with a hand-

hammered finish. Its total height is twenty-two feet. The

monument cost $10,000, which was allocated from state funds. 1 9

In the city square at Ozona is a monument erected in

17Report of the Commission of Control, p. 96. See also

Austin American Statesman, October 20, 1935.

1 8 The Dallas morning News, August 4, 1938.

19Report of the Commission of Control, p. 104.
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memory of David Crockett. The memorial consists of a nine-

foot bas-relief portraiture of the hero of the Alamo, carved

on a shaft and supported by a monolithic base. The complete

monument is constructed of Texas pink granite and is finished

with a hand-hammer. The Commission of Control allocated

7,500 for its erection. On the front is the following in-

scription: "Be sure you are right, then go ahead."20

Upon the court house lawn at Canton stands the monument

honoring Isaac Van Zandt and his wife, Frances Cook Lipscomb

Van Zandt, for whom Van Zandt County was named. They repre-

sent the typical Texas pioneer and the statesmanship of early

Texans. The monument is made of a pink granite monolith rest-

ing on the center of three granite bases. On the front is a

bronze bas-relief portraiture of Mr. and Mrs. Van Zandt. The

total cost of the monument was $7,500, which was allocated

by the Commission of Control from funds supplied by the Federal

Government. 2 1

A polished shaft of pink granite ornamented with vertical

V-shaped grooves and about eleven feet high and two feet wide

honors Prince Solms, the founder of New Braunfels. A bronze

plaque bears the inscription and a bas-relief of Sophienburg,

headquarters for Prince Solms, who founded New Braunfels for

2011d., p. 105.

21 The Dallas Morning News, January 10, 1938. See also
Report of tECComission of Control, p. 94.
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German refugees on March 21, 1845. The Commission of Control

allocated $1,800 in Federal funds. 2 2

Two other monuments were erected in honor of George

Bernard Erath and James Gillaspie, respectively. The Com-

mission of Control allocated $1,000 for the erection of an

arch at the Washington Street entrance to Stephenville, for

Bernard Erath for whom Erath County was named. The bronze

plaque that is attached to the memorial bears a short biography

of this early statesman. At Huntsville, a gray granite shaft

about eight feet high was placed in honor of James Gillaspie,

a valiant soldier of the Texas Revolution. The memorial was

erected with an allocation of $200 by the Commission of Con-

trol, and contributions of $288.50 and $40.00 by W. 0. B. Gil-

laspie and the local Centennial Committee, respectively. The

inscription is on the back of the monument, and tells of his

service in the Second Regiment of Texas Volunteers, and lists

the names of the sixth company infantry in the Texas Revolu-

tionary Army.23

Monuments Erected to Early Events

The Commission of Control set aside $15,000 with which to

erect fifteen monuments of polished Texas pink granite in

memory of some of the earlier happenings in Texas history.

2 2 Ibid., p. 99. See also Naylor's ic-Century, IV (1937),
52.

2 33port of the Commission of Control, p. 89.
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The monuments, costing $1,000 each, are eight feet high, three

feet nine inches wide at the base tapering to two feet nine

inches at the top, and one foot two inches in depth. The

face of each monument holds a bronze plaque individually de-

signed by Raoul Josset to conform to the inscription.24

On the court house lawn at Bastrop, one of these monuments

is placed in memory of Felipe Enrique Nire, Baron de Bastrop,

for his connection with early Texas history. It, was for him

that the city and county of Bastrop were named. 2 5

Another of these markers was placed in the Washington

State Park, in Washington County, in.memory of the delegates

to the Constitutional Convention that was held there March 1-

17, 1836. It was they who declared the freedom of Texas and

created its constitution. 2 6

Monuments were placed in thirteen other counties, namely,

Burnet, Shelby, Cameron, Jasper, Colorado, Sabine, Crosby,

Jackson, De Witt, Matagorda, Liberty, Marion, and San Patricio.

The Crosby County monument stands in the Hank Smith State Park

at Crosbyton; the Te Witt monument is erected at the eastern

limits of Cuero on United States Highways 77 and 78; and the

San Patricio memorial is located on the high school grounds

in San Patricio. Each of the other monuments is located on

2 4Ibid., p. 106.

2 5feport of the Commission of Control, p. 106. See also
Austin American Statesman, October 20, 1935.

2 6 eort of the Commission of Control, p. 107.
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its respective county court house lawn.

The inscriptions on these monuments are very similar.

Each gives the early history of the county and in almost every

instance gives some historical event or heroic person from

that particular town or county. 2 7

Monuments to Historic Spots

The Commission of Control also allocated $4,500 out of

state funds to further work on historic spots and settings in

Texas by placing nine polished Texas pink granite monuments of

about six feet in height in memory of the following: the ap-

proximate early location of the San Antonio Missions of San

Francisco de Los Neches, Nuestra Senora de la Purisima Con-

cepcion, and San Jose de Los Nazonis; a spot about two miles

southeast of Banquette, Nueces County, where about a dozen

Texas soldiers were killed March 2, 1836, in a running fight

with General Jose Urrea's cavalry; the site of the first Bap-

tist Church about one and one-half miles south of Elkhart; the

old cemetery of San Patricio, in memory of some Texas volun-

teers killed near there on February 27, 1836, and other sons

of San Patricio who perished at Goliad on March 27, 1836;

McMahan's chapel, the oldest Methodist Church in Texas located

about five and one-half miles west of Geneva; a spot near San

Marcos at the location of the old missions San Francisco

2 7 Report of the Commission of Control, pp. 108-120.
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Xavier de los Dolores, Nuestra de la Candelarlo, and San I1-

defonso, which were among the Coco, Mayeye, Oroquiza, and other

Indians; the site of old mission Nuestra Senora Del Refugio,

which is about four miles north of Tivoli, Refugio County;

and a memorial to Robert Jones Reeves, pioneer and patriot,

at Georgetown. The inscription on each of the monuments

placed to the above early historic places or persons gives

either the origin, early history, or some interesting his-

torical event. 2 8

Monuments to Miscellaneous Historic Spots

The Commission of Control erected a large Texas pink

granite marker at Victoria. The Commission allocated $1,000

in Federal funds and $2,800 in state funds for its erection.

The large granite shaft is axe-finished with a bronze plaque.

The inscriptions mention the early history of the County,

cattle raising, Cabaza de Vaca, the site of La Salle's fort,

and the story of Spanish occupancy. 2 9

In Amarillo a monument was erected to Padre Fray Juan

de Padilla. The granite monument was erected at a cost of

$500. The Commission allocated $200 from state funds, and

the Knights of Columbus contributed $300. The inscription

memorializes the first martyr to Christianity in Texas,

1544.30

2 8 Ibi d., pp. 121-122. 2 9 Ibi d., p.. 100.

30 Tbid., p. 102.
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A shaft six feet high, and made of Texas pink granite

with sand-blasted inscription, stands at Presidio honoring

the protection given the Franciscan missions in 1759-1760

by the Presidio del Norte. The memorial cost $500, which

was allocated from state funds by the Commission of Control. 3 1

There is an eight-foot shaft of Fredericksburg red granite

four feet wide erected at Laredo marking the original site of

Villa de Laredo, which was founded by Thomas Sanchez on May

15, 1755. The inscription gives the beginning and the early

history of the present town of Laredo. 3 2 The marker was erected

by the Commission of Control at a cost of $1,000. in state funds.

Near Gonzales a monument of Texas gray granite sixteen

feet square and thirteen feet high marks the spot where the

first shot of the Texas Revolutionary War was fired. It bears

a large bronze plaque which shows cannon and men in decorative

relief. There are also several figures carved in granite sym-

bolic of the battle of Gonzales. The structure cost $10,000,

which was paid out of state funds. 3 3

Two monuments were erected by allocations from the Com-

mission, out of state and Federal funds, in memory of El Camino

Real and the old Mackenzie Trail. The first is marked by an

eight-foot slab of Texas pink granite which rests upon a con-

crete base, and bears an inscription of the first blazing of

31Id., p. 102. 3 2 Ibid., p. 90.

3 31b d., p. 95. See also San Antonio Express, May 14,
1937.
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the Old San Antonio Road in 1691 by Captain Don Domingo Teran

de los Rios, the first provisional governor of Texas under

Spanish rule. It is located at Normangee, and cost $500 of

state funds. The second of these monuments is at Plainview.

It is a shaft of Texas pink granite which rises eleven feet

high and cost $2,000 from Federal funds. The granite shaft

bears a bronze plaque designed by Raoul Josset, and is flanked

by bas-relief barriers symbolic of pioneer life in Texas. The

inscription gives the history of the "Old Trail."3 4

Historical Markers -- Types

It is an impossibility to list here all of the historical

markers that were placed by the Centennial Commission of Con-

trol during the Centennial year in Texas. It might be well,

however, to discuss the types so that they may be distinguished

from the many hundreds that have been erected from other

sources. The Commission has designated historical sites by

markers of four general types. The first and second types of

markers were identical except in dimensions. The first con-

sists of "a slab of Texas gray granite, five feet three inches

in center height, declining five inches to each side, two

feet ten inches in width and ten inches in depth set in a

concrete base. The face or faces containing the sand-blasted

inscriptions in Roman classic letters are axe-finished; all

other faces are rustic. The center of a bronze wreath and star

3 4 port of the Commission of Control, p. 98.

' ' . a -- -sue v -
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nine inches in diameter is set twelve inches from the apex.

The second type, identical with the first in all respects

except dimensions, is four feet five inches in center height,

two feet six inches in width and ten inches in depth."3 5

These types were usually placed at sites of first county set-

tlements, missions, camp-sites, battle grounds, etc.

"The third type consists of a rustic-finished block of

Texas gray granite, two feet two inches in width, one foot

ten inches in height and one footone inch in depth to a height

of five inches, from which point it slopes to a depth of three

inches. To the sloped face is attached a bronze plaque dec-

orated with a wreath and star three inches in diameter., 3 6

The inscription appears below the wreath and star. This type

of marker was used to mark such places as plantation homes,

treaty sites, springs, etc.

The fourth type is a bronze tablet twenty-four inches

long and eighteen inches wide. It is placed vertically or

horizontally, depending upon the arrangement of the inscrip-

tion. This type of marker was most suitable to be used in

cities or by sites of bridges, etc., where it was necessary

for the inscription to be attached to some permanent object

already existing.37

During the Centennial year the Commission erected four

hundred forty-one markers of the first and second types,

35 Tbi d., p. 123. 3 6 Ibid., p. 123.

3 7 Ibid., p. 123.
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twenty-six of the third type, and twenty-seven of the fourth

type. Two hundred dollars was allotted for each of the first,

second, and third type markers, and sixty dollars was allocated

for each of the fourth type. 3 8

Grave Markers

Marking the graves of heroes continues to be the policy

of the Texas Legislature. This work has been sponsored by

L. W. Kemp for many years, and during the Centennial year he

succeeded in getting two hundred seventy-three graves marked

and thirty-three bodies moved from desolate cemeteries to the

State Cemetery at Austin through state appropriations. 9

The usual marker used in marking graves is a "slab of

Texas gray granite, four feet five inches in center height

declining five inches to the sides, two feet six inches in

width and eight to ten inches in depth, set in a concrete

base. The surfaces or surface bearing the inscription are

axe-finished; all other surfaces are rustic. A bronze wreath

and a star, nine inches in diameter, decorates the face." The

Commission allocated from $100 to $200 for each of the individ-

ual markers. In only a few cases have specially designed mark-

ers been used. Inscriptions on existing monuments were usually

revised. 40

3 8 bid.., p. 123. 39 Ibi.d., p. 162.

4 0 Ibid., p. 162.



CHAPTER V

CONCLUSION

As stated in the preface, the purpose of this study on

"Historical Markers in Texas" was to show what had been done

toward marking the many historic spots of this state. 'With
this thought in mind, the general problem has been to locate

the places that have been marked, to point out the history

connected with them, and to indicate the agencies responsible

for the erection of the markers.

Patriotic societies have taken the lead in the work of

restoration, preservation, and marking in Texas. One of the

main objectives of each of these organizations from their

very beginning has been to keep alive the memory of important

historic characters and events connected with the early his-

tory of our country. This has been done in various ways. Some

historical data have been collected, museums have been estab-

lished, books and newspaper articles have been published, lec-

tures have been given, and many other things have been done

to perpetuate the memory of the days gone by; but none of

these efforts has been more effective than their program of

permanent marking by monuments, statues, and plaques erected

at numerous places in the state. Since about 1900 they have

99
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co-operated freely with each other in erecting markers at

historic spots that have been a part of both our national and

state history. Previous to 1920, however, very little mark-

ing was done by these societies in comparison to the vast

amount done since that date. Grave markings for war veterans

constituted the major part of their earlier work, but in more

recent years they have expanded the scope of their activities

to include markings of all types of historic sites.

Civic organizations and individuals have likewise as-

sisted greatly in this work of marking. A great deal of their

earlier work was done in erecting monuments to the memory of

Confederate veterans. A large number of monuments in honor

of Civil War heroes and events have been placed on county

court house lawns, in city parks, and other public places

throughout the state. In many cases they have been solely

responsible for the erection of local markers. In recent

years, however, civic interest has turned more to the restora-

tion of historic places and the conversion of them into parks,

amphitheaters, shrines, and museums.

The Roman Catholic Church has done more toward the res-

toration of original landmarks, perhaps, than any other re-

ligious institution in Texas. This, of course, was due to

the fact that the early Catholic missionaries and priests were

the founders of many old missions which later became historic

shrines. Through the untiring efforts of the Catholic people

some of these old missions have been well cared for and stand



101

today in reasonably good condition.

There are many other groups including fraternal orders,

schools, and various historical organizations that have con-

tributed much toward perpetuating the memory of the past by

marking historic spots in the last few decades.

The spirit of the program thus begun by the above-mentioned

groups, and the approach of the Centennial year, increased the

interest of many public-minded citizens in presenting Texas

and her interesting and historic background to the world in

all of its glory of achievement and progress. Therefore, an

active program was begun in several Texas cities about twelve

years prior to the Centennial year, which culminated in the

amendment to the State Constitution and the appropriations by

the Legislature which provided for the Centennial celebration

of 1936. The Federal Government responded to the enthusiasm

of the Texans and generously supplied them with additional

funds to be used in the celebration,

The activities leading up to the Centennial celebration

centered attention chiefly on the program of marking and re-

storing places of historic interest in this state and erecting

monuments to her early heroes. As a result of the work of

the various agencies mentioned and of the Centennial program,

several places have been developed into magnificent shrines.

Unquestionably, the most imposing of all Texas markers, and

one ofthe most splendid in the world, is the tall, stately

monument in the beautiful San Jacinto Park. It is not only
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a gigantic memorial, but a spacious museum as well, and domi-

nates a park dotted with smaller markers commemorating the

persons, scenes, and the action connected with the battle on

April 21, 1836, which won for Texas her independence. Be-

sides an undetermined amount of money expended on the historic

spot by various other agencies, the state and Federal govern-

ments have together put almost 2,000,000 into the project.

Ranking next in enchantment and historic interest among

Texas memorials is the one built around the Alamo. This

shrine includes a museum, the restored chapel, and a Cenotaph

symbolical of the heroism of Travis and the men who died with

him in the Alamo. This inspiring memorial is chiefly the work

of the Taughters of the Republic of Texas, generously supple-

mented by the State of Texas. More than a half million dol-

lars has been expended on the spot.

Second only to the San Jacinto monument, the most elab-

orate and most costly memorial enterprise in Texas is the

1,200,000 Hall of State erected on the State Fair grounds

at Dallas. Almost as important, however, is the Texas Yemorial
Museum on the campus of the University of Texas. Unique in

its class, is the $250,000 Littlefield Memorial Gateway at

the University of Texas. Other outstanding memorials are the

Sam Houston shrine at Huntsville; the two State Parks with

their monuments, museums, and markers at Goliad; the museum

and statue at Gonzales; and the T exas Pioneers-Trail Drivers-

Rangers Memorial at San Antonio.
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In addition to these more elaborate and more expensive

memorials, there were hundreds of other markers placed during

the Centennial period. These range from simple plaques that

cost only a few dollars to more pretentious monuments that

cost large sums of money. No less than twenty-five smaller

museums, community centers, and restorations were constructed;

twenty elaborate statues were erected; and forty-five monu-

ments were placed by the Commission of Control for Texas Cen-

tennial Celebrations. In addition to all this, the Centennial

program brought about the erection of 594 historical markers

at points of local interest or spots less well known than

those at which more costly memorials were placed. No less

than 273 grave markers were erected to indicate the burial

places of as many early patriots and pioneers. At least 264

highway markers were set up. Thus, more than a thousand me-

morials have been added since 1935 to possibly as many already

erected by the patriotic societies, fraternal organizations,

civic groups, and individuals before that date.

No figures are available showing the amount of money spent

by the state or by other agencies prior to 1935, and it would

be impossible to determine the value of so many monuments

erected over so long a period of time.. Since 1935, however,

the state and Federal governments have spent more than

$5,000,000 through the Commission of Control. Besides this

amount, the State highway Department, county and city govern-
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ments, various patriotic and civic organizations, and numerous

individuals have increased the sum actually expended to an un-

known amount. When one reflects that during the year 1936

hundreds of expositions, pageants, shows, and entertainments,

costing approximately $25,000,000, were held throughout the

state, the magnitude of the people's participation in the

Centennial program is readily seen. Notwithstanding the fact

that some of this expenditure was of a temporary nature, it

is true that more was done in the way of permanent memorials

during the Centennial period than was accomplished in all the

preceding years of Texas history put together.

The value of the work done, however, in no sense can be

measured in terms of dollars, because intangible civic and

educational results cannot be so determined. As Texas people

become more and more conscious of the educational values of

their museums, parks, shrines, and monuments, this work will

stand out as more praiseworthy. Tt is to be hoped that future

generations will prove that what has thus far been accom-

plished is only. a splendid beginning of a much greater

and complete program.
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