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The twin battles of Jena and Auerstadt were fought on

October 14, 1806 between the Prusso-Saxon forces under King

Frederick William III of Prussia and the French forces under

Emperor Napoleon I of France. Since these famous battles,

many military historians have been quick to claim that the

Prusso-Saxon Army of 1806 used tactics that were too outdated

and soldiers that were quite incapable of effectively taking

on the French. But the Prusso-Saxon Army of 1806 has been

greatly misrepresented by these historians, and a recent body

of respected scholarship has indicated that the Prusso-Saxon

soldiers of 1806 fought well enough and that their tactics

were not so outdated. The fact that the Prusso-Saxon Army

lost the campaign of 1806 is not disputed, but a fair

assessment of the army is due. Using writings from a

respected body of scholarship, various memoirs, and military

regulations from the period, this thesis will present the

Prusso-Saxon Army and the important battles of 1806 from a

point of view more in line with the evidence.
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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

Fig. 1--The Battle of Jena (Rugendas,.Mus4e de Versailles)

The twin battles of Jena and Auerstadt were both

fought on 14 October, during the Campaign of 1806. This war

lasted approximately 33 days from 8 October to 10 November,

and included not only the major battles of Jena and

Auerst&dt, but also the smaller battle of Saalfeld, fought on

10 October. The opponents in this war were Frederick William
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III (1770-1840), King of Prussia and Napoleon I (1769-1821),

Emperor of France and King of Italy.

Fig. 2--Frederick William III and Napoleon I

(Johnson, Haythornwaite Collection; Meissonier, Muse de l'Armee)

The cause of the war in 1806 stemmed directly from the

formation of the Fourth Coalition of Prussia, Russia,

England, Sweden, and Portugal. Various indirect causes

stemmed from events dating as far back as the 1805 campaign,

and the former Third Coalition. From 1795 to 1806 Prussia

had pursued a successful policy of neutrality. But late in

the Campaign of 1805, Frederick William III, had concluded an

arrangement for support with the Tsar of Russia and the ruler

of the Holy Roman Empire. This arrangement occurred just

prior to the famous Batt le of Austerlitz (December 2, 1805)

and resulted from a blatant insult that the Prussian king

1Tsar Alexander I (1777-1825) nd Emperor Francis II (1768-1835).
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felt he had suffered when French forces under Marshal Jean

Bernadotte (1763-1844) violated the neutrality of the

Prussian Principality of Ansbach-Bayreuth and marched several

divisions imprudently and destructively through its

territory.2

The ensuing French victory

at Austerlitz, however, altered

the plans of the Prussian king,

who had yet to send any troops

to participate in the campaign.

When the Prussian Foreign Mini- Fig. 3--Count Haugwitz (Scradin,Fesser Coll.)

ster Count Christian August von Haugwitz (1752-1832)

approached Napoleon and presented his king's heartfelt

congratulations after the battle, Napoleon snidely remarked

that the fulsome congratulations had "all too clearly been

readdressed.,,3

Napoleon at once proceeded to acquire every possible

advantage out of this odd situation in which Frederick

William found himself. In December of 1805, Napoleon and

Frederick William initialed the Treaty of Schnbrunn. This

treaty gave France the Prussian principalities of Cleves,

Ansbach, and Neuchatel, while Prussia in return received the

2David G. Chandler, The Campaigns of Napoleon (New York: The Macmillan

Company, 1965), 444.

3Ibid., 444.
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Electorate of Hanover.4  This last move was an obvious ploy

by Napoleon to provoke hostilities between Prussia and

England, whose king, George III (1738-1820), also held the

title of Elector of Hanover.5

At this point, there was no indication that Napoleon

sought war with Prussia. To the contrary, he sought to draw

her into his imperial orbit by cutting her off from her

former allies.6

The aristocratic and military "War Party" in Berlin,

led by the king's wife, Queen Louise (1776-1810), did their

best to overturn the treaty.7  But their pleas were

continually pushed aside at Napoleon's insistence, and the

treaty was eventually ratified

on February 24, 1806. Prussia

now found herself under a

half-hearted declaration of

war with Great Britain and

held in contempt by her former

European allies of the Third Fig. 4--Queen Louise of Prussia

(Taffaert, Bibliotheque Raoul et Brunon)

4This French-occupied territory was initially seized by the French in

1803, by General Adolphe Mortier.

5The kings of England aquired this title in 1714 through George III's

grandfather, George Louis (1698-1727; after 1714 King George of England)

of Hanover, who succeeded his cousin Queen Anne of England (1702-1714).

6George Lefebvre, Napoleon From 18 Brumaire to Tilsit. 1799-1807,

trans. by Henry Stockhold (1935; reprint, New York: Columbia University

Press, 1969), 254-55.

7Other prominent members included Karl Hardenburg (1750-1822); Prince

Louis Ferdinand (1773-1806); the Prince of Hohenlohe (1746 1818); and

the Duke of Brunswick (1735-1806).
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Map 1--The Holy Roman Empire, early 1806

(from New Cambridge Modern Historical Atlas. blocks by Hallmark)
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Coalition.8

Napoleon then went one step further by announcing the

dissolution of the Holy Roman Empire on July 12, 1806. In

its place he formed the French-oriented Confederation of the

Rhine. This was a collection of French vassal states,

including Bavaria, Wurttemberg, Baden, Berg, Hesse-Darmstadt,

and many others. This step also led Francis II of Austria

(1768-1835) to renounce his title of Holy Roman Emperor and

assume the title of Francis I, Emperor of Austria.9

The formation of this confederation also disturbed the

Prussian king. Frederick William had for some time been

working on his own version of a confederation, called the

North German Alliance, when Napoleon suddenly announced the

formation of his own.

If this last move by Napoleon was not enough to anger

the War Party in Berlin, his next move was. Rumors shortly

began circulating in Berlin that Napoleon had started secret

negotiations with Great Britain to return Hanover to them.

The mere suggestion of this last plan hit Berlin like

a lightening bolt and Queen Louise's War Party soon gained

overwhelming support. A further rumor began circulating that

Napoleon was negotiating to hand over Prussia's Polish

territories to Russia. Frederick William and his foreign

F.L. Petre, Napoleon's Conquest of Prussia, 1806 (1907; reprint,

London: Arms and Armour Press, 1972), 8.
9Chandler, Campaigns, 449.
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Fig. 5--News of Napoleon's Hanover Plan Reaches Berlin

(Roechling, Bibliotheque Raoul et Brunon)

minister Christian von Haugwitz, leading the so-called "Peace

Party" tried desperately to overcome these setbacks and to

come to peaceful terms with Napoleon. But these and other

insults eventually led to the complete triumph of the War

Party. 10

The irrevocable decision for war was at last taken in

secret on August 7, 1806, and an alliance between Prussia,

10 Petre, Napoleon's Conquest, 13-14; Another offensive action was the

judicial execution of the German patriotic bookseller Palm for

distributing certain nationalistic tracts in Germany which the French

deemed as subversive literature. Chandler, Campaigns, 452.
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Great Britain, and Russia was c ncluded. This alliance soon

became known as the Fourth Coalition."i

French intelligence was slow to reveal the news of

Prussia's declaration of war against them. Napoleon began

receiving rumors in early September and finally called up

30,000 reservists and 50,000 conscripts of the Class of 1806

on 5 September, as a precautionary move.12

Every piece of data on she enemy's dispositions and

local terrain was gathered. Engineers were sent out in early

September, with orders "to make full reconnaissances of the

roads from Bamberg to Berlin, sparing no hazards in the

process. "13

Bonnal nevertheless believes that Napoleon interpreted

this coalition as a bluff by the Prussians and thus remained

skeptical that the Prussians would go to war with France.14

Napoleon then learned that Prussian troops had been

occupying the state of Saxony, in an attempt to keep that

state and her troops out of Napoleon's newly formed

confederation. Napoleon at once sent a formal ultimatum to

Prussia with demands to leave Saxony at once or else have war

declared on them.15  Napoleon was still not sure how to

"Sweden, Portugal, and Saxony were added to this coalition by 6

October, 1806. David Chandler, Jena 1806 (London: Osprey Publishing,

1993), 6.
1 2J. Dumaine, ed., Correspondance de Napoleon Ier, XIII, No. 10743

(1863; reprint, Paris: H. Plon, 1974), 148-9.

13Correspondance, XIII, No. 10744, 149.
1 4 General H. Bonnal, La Manoeuvre d'Iena (Paris: Chapelot, 1904), 27-8

15Ernest Picard and Louis Tuetey Unpublished Correspondence of Napoleon
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react. He sent orders to Berthier telling him not to make

any moves until the French ambassador had left Berlin.

Berthier was alarmed and replied to the order by writing:

"The Prussian Army is advancing on Hof. What

is certain Sire, is that all Germany is at the

point of war. I am waiting from moment to

moment for news from you. There is no time

for you to lose."'16

No reply was received and Napoleon officially declared war on

September 18, 1806.17

The next day he issued full concentration orders for

his five army corps in southern Germany, where all his

battle-hardened Austerlitz troops were stationed. He then

began developing his mobilization and war plans. Napoleon

himself considered the process of obtaining reliable

information about the enemy to be "the most difficult thing

in warfare." Even by the start of the war, Napoleon still

felt uneasy about what little information he had gathered on

Prussian dispositions and strength.18

Napoleon was further confused by some of the earlier

Prussian movements, especially their concentration west of

the Elbe River. By the start of the war, many reports were

I Preserved in the War Archives, translated by Louis Houghton (New York:

Duffield and Company, 1913), 327.
16 Bonnal, La Manoeuvre d'Iena, 105.
17S.J. Watson, By Command of the Emperor: A Life of Marshal Berthier

(London: Bodeley Head, 1957), 122-3.

18 Ibid., 128.
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beginning to be quite incomprehensible, leading him at one

point to write "Prussian movements continue to be most

extraordinary. "19

Further rumors of newly formed alliances were being

circulated throughout the French camps, adding to Napoleon's

uneasiness. This uneasiness is fully accounted for by his

chief of staff, Marshal Louis Alexandre Berthier (1753-1815),

who described the Emperor as being very irritable and nervous

on his arrival at Wurzburg on 2 October.2 0

While Napoleon was mobilizing and weighing his

options, the Prussian commanders were mobilizing and

concentrating their forces. Prussian troops started moving

into their cantonment areas as soon as war was rumored.

Preliminary orders of battle were drawn up, eventually

leading to the formation of four field armies (under

Brunswick, Hohenlohe, Richel, and the Duke of Wurttemberg).

According to Clausewitz, 130,000 Prussians were

mobilized for the upcoming war, while an additional 20,000

Saxons were later added to this number. This made a grand

total of 150,000 men, in which 35,000 were cavalry.

Almost 83,000 of these were left in garrison towns, taking

away considerably from the total number in the field.2 1

19Correspondance, XIII, No. 10757, 162.
2 0Watson, By Command of the Emperor, 129.
21Carl von Clausewitz, Historische Briefe die Grossen Kriesereignisse

im Oktober 1806 (1807; reprint, Bonn: Ferdinand Dummlers Verlag, 1977),

33-34; William Shanahan, Prussian Military Reforms, 1786-1813 (1945;

reprint, New York: AMS Press, 1966), 33.



11

With the splendid achievements of 1805 behind them,

according to Chandler, the troops Napoleon commanded in 1806

were probably the best trained and most effectively

integrated force he would ever lead. The French had 160,000

troops spread along cantoments along the Rivers Main and

Danube, 32,000 of these being cavalry and 13,000 being

Bavarian and Wurttemberg allies. With the mobilization of

1806, this number grew to over 200,000, not counting Louis

Bonaparte's 30,000 Dutch troops along the lower Rhine.2 2

Fig. 6--Prussian Guards Sharpen Their Swords on the Steps of the French Embassy

(Myrbach, Haythornwaite Collection)

41,

Ails.

. " 11G* . .

2 2David Chandler, Jena. 1806. (London: Osprey Publ., 1993), 31.
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Fig. 7--Frederick William III's Means of Travel (Messerschmitt, Tranie Collection)
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f"

.wi , . .



CHAPTER II

,.«,

" ... . 1

, : . t

j "t

i

!

THE OPPOSING ARMIES

Fig. 9--The Prussian King's Regiment, No. 18

(Groplus, Bibliotheque Raoul et Brunon)

Many post-Jena historians and army reformers have put

forward harsh critisism of the Prusso-Saxon Army that fought

in the Campaign of 1806. Many have echoed Clausewitz's

(1780-1831) statement that "the morale was high and the units

were well disciplined, but behind the fine facade all was

mildewed. "1

1 Carl von Clausewitz, QnjWar, edited and translated by M. Howard and
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The Prussian morale was extremely high, and much of this

stemmed from the fond memories of Frederick the Great (1712-

86) and his amazing achievements against overwhelming odds

during the Seven Years War (1756-63). Henry Lachouque wrote

that "The Prussians, retaining the inflexible methods of

Frederick the Great, had a firm belief in their own military

superiority, but were no match for the [French] Grand

Army." 2  J.C.F. Fuller added to this and declared that "the

Prussian Army was a museum piece."3

There may have been some truth to these rash statements,

but generally they were misrepresentations, enhanced by the

chaotic conditions of the retreat after Jena, and increased

by post-Jena military reformers, seeking to further promote

their military proposals for reform by overplaying these

weaknesses .4

Another respectable body of scholarship indicates that

Prussian soldiers fought well enough and that Prussian

tactics were not so outdated in 1806 as once thought.

David Chandler wrote that the Prussians "demonstrated a

steadfast bravery and a fighting quality deserving of

commendation."5  Peter Hofschr6er went even farther in his

P. Paret (Princeton: Princeton Univ. Press, 1976), 90-1.
2Henry Lachouque and Anne Brown, The Anatomy of Glory (New York E.P.

Dutton, 1967), 71.
3John F. C. Fuller, A Military History of the Western World (New York:

Funk and Wagnalls, 1955), 418.
4Peter Hofschroer, Prussian Line Infantry. 1792-1815 (London: Osprey

Publ., 1984), 10; William 0. Shanahan, Prussian Military Reforms. 1786-

1813 (1945; reprint, New York: AMS Press, 1966), 84.
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defense of the Prussian Army by claiming that "there is

little truth in these stories of 'inflexible' and 'out-moded'

tactics in the [Prussian] army prior to 1807.1"6 Gordon

Craig writes that military reform was occuring in Prussia and

that there was an intellectual vitality in military reform

prior to 1806.7

At no time did Napoleon underestimate the ability of the

renowned Prussian Army.8  He had studied much of Frederick

the Great's strategies and respected this Prussian Army above

all others. His uneasiness and open willingness to settle

peacefully on arriving at Wurzberg (2 October 1806) suggest

this attitude.9

The Prussian infantry of 1806 was composed of

musketeers, grenadiers, and fusiliers. The battalion was the

basic Prussian fighting unit while the regiment was the

common formation that most soldiers personnally identified

themselves with.

Prussian regiments, as well as most other regiments in

Europe at this time, were named after their colonel-in-chief

or inhaber. This was the individual who raised the regiment

5 David Chandler, Jena. 1806 (London: Osprey Publ., 1993), 86.
6 Peter Hofschroer, Prussian Light Infantry (London: Osprey Publ.,

1984), 3.
7Gordon Craig, The Politics of the Prussian Army (London: Oxford

University Press, 1955), 28.
8David Chandler, The Campaigns of Napoleon (New York: Macmillian,

1967), 454.
9S.J. Watson, By Command of the Emperor: A Life of Marshal Berthier

(London: Bodley Head, 1957), 128.
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and paid for most of its upkeep and recruitment, making him

the senior-ranking officer of the regiment. Each regiment

was numbered according to its seniority (years of existance

in the Prussian Army). The names given to grenadier

battalions were also derived from the name of their senior-

ranking officer. These senior-ranking officers were normally

present within the grenadier battalion, while many of the

colonels-in-chief of the musketeer regiments were absent,

usually serving in a higher command slot.

All inhabers were fairly prominent and very wealthy, for

being an inhaber of a regiment required large expenditures as

well as strong political influence. Examples of inhabers and

their units would be the Hohenlohe Musketeer Regiment, the

Grawert Musketeer Regiment, and the King's Musketeer

Regiment. As one studies the campaign, one will see that the

colonels-in-chief of these three regiments had higher duties

than remaining in personal command of them. Many of these

inhabers were generals or princes, along with being

colonels-in-chief. 1 0  The next highest ranking officer in

each of these regiments assumed the duty of command in the

place of the absent inhaber. Whenever possible, these

regiments were also placed in the brigade, division, or corps

that was commanded by their absent inhaber.

Musketeers were ordinary infantrymen armed with muskets.

These made up the majority of soldiers in the Prussian army,

10See the Order of Battles in the Appendix for the full names of these

three inhabers.



17

as they did in most European armies of 1806. A Prussian

musketeer regiment consisted of two battalions of musketeers

and an attached force of grenadiers (two companies).

Grenadiers were elite musketeers who were ideally stronger

and larger in appearance. They were usually veterans with

many years of service to their credit. On most campaigns,

the two grenadier companies would be separated from the

regiment and combined with other grenadier companies to form

elite "grenadier battalions."

The size of a musketeer regiment (minus the grenadiers)

was 1,650 men, at full strength. A grenadier battalion

numbered 800, also at full strength. These numbers include

musicians, sappers, and reserves. Each battalion of a

musketeer regiment was divided into five companies.

A battalion of grenadiers was divided into only four

companies.l

Both musketeer and grenadier alike wore dark blue coats

with poppy-red turnbacks on the tail.12  Dark blue overcoats

were also issued and worn often during cold or inclement

weather. White breeches were worn in almost every infantry

regiment in the army, though several exceptions did exist.

Black boots and tall black gaiters were worn over these

1 1This was obviously due to the combination of two grenadier companies

from two separate regiments. Example: Grenadier Battalion Borke No.

28/50, consisting of the grenadier companies from the Malschitsky

Musketeer Regiment No. 2.8 and the Sanitz Musketeer Regiment No. jQ.
12 Hofschr6er, Prussian Line Infantry, 16-23. All uniform descriptions

come from this book.
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breeches. Twill (buff) colored trousers were also issued and

frequently worn over the white breeches and gaiters during

campaigns. Crossbelts were white and the cartriage boxes

were black. Each regiment had its own regimental

distinctions, the main examples of these being the color of

the cuffs, collar, and lapels on the blue coat. The

distinction between musketeers and grenadiers was best made

by the different headgear they wore. Musketeers wore black

felt bicorn hats, while grenadiers wore black' mitre-caps,

resembling somewhat bearskin hats from a distance.

The following is a list of Prussian musketeer regiments

and grenadier battalions that were present at either Jena or

Auerstadt in 1806. Corps or army affiliations are listed to

the right, while distinct regimental facing colors are listed

in the middle. (The grenadiers facing colors are not listed

because they wore the facing colors of their parent musketeer

regiment):

Musketeer Regiment:

Kunheim M.R. No. 1

Renouard M.R. No. 3

Kleist M.R. No. 5

Guard Grenadier Bn. No.

Owstein M.R. No. 7

Schenck M.R. No. 9

Wedell M.R. No. 10

Brunswick-Oels M.R. No. 12

Arnim M.R. No. 13

Lifeguard M.R. No. 15

The King's M.R. No. 18

Regimental Facing Color:

red

poppy-red

pale straw

6 scarlet

dark pink

scarlet

lemon yellow

dull orange

white

poppy-red

dark pink

Cores or Army:

Rachel

Brunswick

Brunswick

Brunswick

Brunswick

Rachel

Rachel

Brunswick

Brunswick

Brunswick

Brunswick



Prince Louis Ferdinand M.R. No. 20

Brunswick-Luneburg M.R. No.21

Pirch M.R. No. 22

Winning M.R. No. 23

Zenge M.R. No. 24

Mollendorf M.R. No. 25

Alt-Larisch M.R. No. 26

Malschitsky M.R. No. 28

Treunfels M.R. No. 29

Borke M.R. No. 30

Hohenlohe M.R. No. 32

Alvesleben M.R. No. 33

Prince Ferdinand M.R. No. 34

Prince Henry M.R. No. 35

Puttkamer M.R. No. 36

Tschepe M.R. No. 37

Zastrow M.R. No. 39

Schimonsky M.R. No. 40

Zweiffel M.R. No. 45

Grawert M.R. No. 47

Muffling M.R. No. 49

Sanitz M.R. No. 50

Wartemsleben M.R. No. 59

Grenadier Battalion:

Prince August G.B. No. 1/13

Schlieffen G.B. No. 2/11

Alt-Braun G.B. No. 3/21

Hanstein G.B. No. 5/20

Hallmann G.B. No. 9/44

Borstell G.B. No. 10/41

HUlsen G.B. No. 12/34

Rabiel G.B. No. 18/27

Knebel G.B. No. 19/25

Reinbaben G.B. No. 23/26

Gaudi G.B. No. 24/35

Borck G.B. No. 28/50

scarlet

scarlet

poppy-red

dark pink

poppy-red

scarlet

dull orange

chamois(buff)

carmine

chamois

chamois

white

poppy-red

sulphur yellow

white

carmine

white

dark pink

lemon yellow

lemon yellow

white

light crimson

white

Brunswick

Brunswick

Brunswick

Rachel

Brunswick

Brunswick

RQchel

Brunswick

Rachel

Brunswick

Hohenlohe

Brunswick

Brunswick

Brunswick

Brunswick

Rachel

Hohenlohe

Brunswick

Hohenlohe

Hohenlohe

Hohenlohe

Hohenlohe

Brunswick

Corps or Army:

Brunswick

Brunswick

Brunswick

Brunswick

Rachel

Rachel

Brunswick

Brunswick

Brunswick

Brunswick

Brunswick

Hohenlohe

19
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Hahn G.B. No. 29/32 Hohenlohe

Sack G.B. No. 33/47 Hohenlohe

Schack G.B. No. 37/57 Brunswick

Losthin G.B. No. 38/49 Hohenlohe

Kollin 1/2 G.B. No. 39 Hohenlohe

Dohna G.B. No. 40/43 Hohenlohe

Herwarth 1/2 G.B. No. 45 Hohenlohe

Krafft G.B. No. 48/59 Brunswick

(As mentioned earlier, grenadier battalions were drawn from

two seperate regiments, hence the double number.)

Fusilier battalions were the Prussian version of light

infantry units. A fusilier was nothing more than a musketeer

trained to skirmish, and to be employed in scouting,

protecting flanks, and fighting in open order.13  In

peacetime they were formed into brigades of three fusilier

battalions each, normally labeled according to their

recruitment areas (Upper Silesia Brigade, Lower Silesia

Brigade, or East Prussian Brigade, etc.). During wartime,

this brigade structure was put away and each battalion was

issued out among the different divisions.14

A fusilier battalion consisted of four companies, and

totaled about 680 men at full strength. The individual

battalions were known by their colonel, who like the

grenadier battalion's colonel, was usually present with his

battalion.

13Colmar von der Goltz, Rosbach et Iena (Paris: Berger-Levrault, 1896),

189-200.

14Hofschr6er, Prussian Light Infantry, 9-10.
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Fusiliers wore dark green coats with red lining,

somewhat shorter in cut than those of the musketeers.

Overcoats were also dark green, and frequently worn during

cold or inclement weather. Each battalion had its own facing

color for the cuffs, colors, and lapels. These corresponded

to their recruitment areas. Breeches were white, with short

black gaiters covering the top portion of the boots. Twill

(buff) colored trousers were additionally issued, as in the

rest of the infantry, and were quite often worn over the

white breeches and gaiters during campaigns. Shoulder and

waist belts were black, as were the cylindrical felt shakos

(headgear). These had been particular to Prussian fusiliers

since 1801.15

The following is a list of fusilier battalions that

participated in the battles of Jena and Auerst&dt:

Fusilier Battalion:

Bila F.B. No. 2

Greiffenberg F.B. No. 4

Wedell F.B. No. 5

Rosen F.B. No. 7

Kloch F.B. No. 8

Erichsen F.B. No. 10

Rabenau F.B. No. 13

Pelet F.B. No. 14

Ruhle F.B. No. 15

Oswald F.B. No. 16

Sobbe F.B. No. 18

Ernst F.B. No. 19

Boguslawsky F.B. No. 22

15lbid., 27-29.

Facing Color:

carmine

light blue

carmine

black

light blue

black

black

black

black

light blue

carmine

carmine

black

Army or Corps:

Rachel

Brunswick

Brunswick

Hohenlohe

Brunswick

Hohenlohe

Hohenlohe

Hohenlohe

Hohenlohe

Brunswick

Ruchel

Ruchel

Hohenlohe



Jagers were another form ci light infantry, similar to

the fusiliers. These men were :organized into the Foot Jger

Regiment. This unit consisted of elite light infantrymen who

were recruited in part from the hunters and gamekeepers of

Prussia. Many carried with them their own hunting rifles.

All were relatively small and agile men. In all there were

ten companies of these rifle-armed Jagers and the full

strength of this regiment was 2,000. Like the fusiliers,

these Jagers tended to be broken up and allocated to

different parts of the army, each being sent to support

whatever light infantry units were already present. They

were normally distributed by companies, and each company was

called by the name of its company commander.16

J&gers wore dark green coats with red collars and cuffs.

The turnbacks on the coat's tail were green, and small yellow

shoulder straps were worn on the right side. Dark green

overcoats were issued and like other units in the army, worn

frequently during cold or bad weather. Breeches were white

and were worn with black knee-length boots. Grey trousers

were additionally issued and also worn frequently over the

breeches and boots. A black felt bicorn was worn in 1806.

It was to have been replaced by a black shako that year, but

this change was postponed due to the outbreak of the war.'7

16rbid., 9-10.
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Schutzen (riflemen) were another type of light

infantrymen. Aside from the light infantry discussed, each

regiment and battalion of the Prussian Army also had its own

complement of light infantry, known as Schutzen. They were

theoretically created to be used in place of the fusiliers or

Jgers when these units were not present. Each regiment

chose their Schutzen from the best marksmen and physically

fit men in the unit.1 8 They were equipped with 18.5mm calibre

rifles and enjoyed noncomissioned officer status. Each

musketeer regiment had 100 Schutzen, while grenadier and

fusilier battalions had 40 Schutzen each. Schutzen for

fusiliers battalions were even more elite, since they were

light infantrymen in the first place.

The Prussian artillery was organized into batteries of

different size guns (4, 6, 7, 8, and 10-pounders). Each

battery usually contained six guns (or cannons) and a pair of

10-pound howitzers. There were reserve batteries, like those

the French Army had, but these batteries were distributed

among the regiments as battalion guns. This poor use of the

artillery reserve was one weakness of the Prussian Army that

will be dealt with later.19

17Ibid., 29-32.
18Maude, 1806, 25.

19Chandler, Jena, 45.
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Fig. 10--Prussian infantrymen in 1806

(Hallmark, Hallmark Collection)
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Fig. 11--Prussian Infantry

Standard (Bibliotheque

Raoul et Brunon)
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This concludes the clothing and organizational

description of the Prussian infantry, what follows is a

discussion on the myths of the famed Prussian infantry.

As quoted above, historians and popular writers alike,

especially in the English-speaking world, tend to

misunderstand as a whole the armed forces and history of the

Prussian Army. Of all the myths they have created, the ones

on Prussian light infantry in the Napoleonic Wars have

unfortunately gained the most acceptance.

It is a commonly held view that the French Revolution

and the battles of 1806 caused the Prussian Army reluctantly

to adopt skirmisher tactics in order to counter the effects

of the French Army's skirmishers. But the fact of the matter

is that Prussia's light infantry branch was founded far back

during the time of Frederick the Great and continued to

develop from then onwards. Shanahan says that the Prussian

light infantry was more than enough to satisfy the army's

light infantry requirements.2 0

The Prussian "free battalions" were the first of these,

used to counter the Austrian light infantry during the Seven

Years War (1756-63). These later evolved into "free

regiments" during the War of the Bavarian Succession (1778-

79) and eventually were converted into the fusilier

battalions that were the backbone of the Prussian light

infantry. The Foot Jager Corps of armed riflemen were also

created during the time of Frederick the Great, and

20 Shanahan, Prussian Military Reforms, 69.
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eventually evolved into the ten company-strong Foot Jger

Regiment.

There was naturally some resistance and reluctance to

having these formations of light infantry. Most of this

reluctance stemmed from the light infantry's early history of

being ill-disciplined rogues, looters, and deserters,

officered by men of non-noble birth. However, the fusilier

and Jager formations that evolved from these free battalions

eventually came to be regarded as elite formations, being

better trained and disciplined, and receiving privileges that

the regular troops did not get. By 1806, they were composed

and led by carefully selected young men, who were both

physically fit and intelligent. The contrast between the

early light infantry of Frederick the Great's days and the

light infantry of 1806 was sharp, but the evolution of the

light infantry in the Napoleonic Wars owes its origins to

these Prussian light infantrymen and not to the French

counterparts of the French Revolution.2 1

The French use of light infantry, or tirailleurs, in the

Revolutionary Wars (1789-1792) did put the light infantry

controversy very much into the spotlight. Many reformers saw

these light infantry skirmishers as the arm of the future,

while others saw them as bad for morale and discipline. Both

views contain some truth, but the former argument holds the

more weight. Light infantry tactics were the weapon of the

future, but they were very limited during this period of

21 Hofschroer, Prussian Liaht Infantry, 3-4; Peter Paret, Yorck and the
Era of Prussian Reform (Princeton: Princeton Univ. Press, 1966), 244.
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muzzle-loading firearms. Only the advent of the breech-

loading rifle would later perpetuate the role of the light

infantryman.

Shanahan says that the Prussian light infantry was among

the best trained light infantry in Europe.2 2  Hofschrcer goes

on to explain that many Prussian commanders studied French

light infantry tactics in the battles of Italy towards the

close of the 18th century. They found that the best way to

counter the demoralizing effect of French skirmishers was to

counter them by sending forward a sufficiently strong number

of their own men in loose, skirmishing order. This

eventually led to the use of the "third rank," discussed

later.2 3

The Prussian light infantry used the field regulations

from 1788, which received several updates before 1806. The

major difference between these light infantry regulations and

those of the line was the use of two ranks rather than three

(the two-rank formation was later adopted by many line units

throughout Europe).

There was also the practice of using line infantrymen to

augment light infantry formations. These men were referred

to as the "third rank" since most of them were drawn from the

third rank of the line regiments.2 4

22Shanahan, Prussian Military Reforms, 78.
23Hofschr6er, Prussian Light Infantry, 5.
24Realement fur die Koeniglich Preussischen leichte Infanterie (Berlin.

1788);Nafziger, A Guide to NaDoleonic Warfare: Maneuvers of the

battery. Battalion, and Brigade During the First EmDire as Found in
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This idea of the third rank had been studied even before

the French Revolution, much of the study coming after the

campaigns of Poland and the Rhine (1792-95). The Duke of

Brunswick (1735-1806) wrote an early "Instruction" on this

subject and had it printed in 1791. After the events of the

French Revolution, Prince Hohenlohe (1746-1818) wrote a

series of regulations in 1797 on the use of the third rank

for various light infantry units under his command in

Silesia. Even the Elector of Hesse, a Prussian field marshal

in 1806, issued an order in April of that year instructing

his troops to use not only the third rank as skirmishers, but

also entire companies when necessary. King Frederick William

III echoed this previous order, in October of 1806, when he

issued his general instruction for use of the third rank

throughout all the Prussian infantry, much in the same manner

described above. Hofschroer goes on say:

"One is prompted to wonder why certain

historians and writers attach the label

'Frederician', whatever that may mean, to the

[Prussian] army of 1806, and describe its

tactics as 'inflexible' and 'out-moded'."2 5

What the Prussian light infantry of 1806 lacked was

experience in warfare. This was true for all branches of the

ContemDorary Regulations (West Chester, OH: Nafziger Publ., 1994),31-33,

53-58; Hofschroer, Prussian Liaht Infantry, 10-12.
2 5Hofschr6er, Prussian Liaht Infantry, 6.
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Prussian Army, but the Prussian light infantry of 1806 were

affected by this to a greater extent. The campaign of 1806

was Prussia's first major confrontation with France since the

Battle of Rossbach in the Seven Years War. There was a

general lack of experience of skirmishing by the Prussian

light infantry, and this is what gave the French skirmishers

the upper hand.2 6  Colonel Kalkreuth, commander of the

Hohenlohe Musketeer Regiment at Jena, wrote:

"The Schutzen of the regiment, spurred on by

their commanding officer, prevented the enemy

light troops from pressing forward for a very

long time, despite the fact that the latter

were under better cover from the advantageous

terrain. "27

This account shows that the Prussian light infantry were

capable of giving a good account of themselves, despite the

fact that they lacked the experience the French had in cover

and concealment, and often found themselves at a

disadvantage. Peter Paret said the lack of experience often

caused the Prussian light infantry to form in the open ground

and do nothing but wait for their officers' orders, rather

than take the initiative.2 8

Superior numbers in light infantry also gave the French

26Maude, 1806, 10.
27Hofschr5er, Prussian Light Infantry, 24.
28 Peter Paret, Yorke and the Era of Prussian Reform (Princeton:

Princeton University Press, 1966), 77.
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the upper hand at times.2 9  This was found to be the problem

on several occasions in 1806, but was often offset by the

borrowing from the line regiments of volunteers or men of the

third rank. Second Lieutenant von Bilow (n.d.) of the

Tresckow Musketeer Regiment relates how his regiment did just

that and sent the first platoon of one company to support

their outnumbered Schutzen:

"As our SchUtzen were too few against the
superior number of voltigeurs and
tirailleurs, the General [von Tresckow]
called to the regiment for volunteers,
whereupon nearly all the chaps left the ranks,
so that for the moment the call had to be
withdrawn; but the Schutzen were reinforced,
and held back the enemy's pressure very

well. "30

Where there where few or no Schutzen on hand, other troops

from the line were used to help them out or take their place,

quite capable of fighting in open order when required. This

is evident in both Bilow's and several other accounts from

Jena and Auerstadt.31  All through these accounts, Hofschrer

questions the validity of the common conclusions of many

historians that French light infantry and their flexible

columns defeated the 'rigid' Prussians and their 'outmoded'

linear tactics.

29Major von Hahn of the Hahn Grenadier Battalion writes of this. His
account is given in the chapter covering Jena.
30 Hofschr6er, Prussian Light Infantry, 24.
31See accounts by Colonel von Hallmann at Jena and Colonel von Raumer
at Auerst&dt in the two chapters dealing with these battles.
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The basic documents which governed the drill and tactics

of the line infantry, as well as the light infantry to a

degree, were the Drill Regulations of 1788. After this date,

there are a number of additional instructions.3 2

The basic infantry evolutions--wheeling, turning, and

arms drill--remained virtually unchanged throughout most the

period between 1788 and 1806. This was true not only in the

Prusso-Saxon Army but also in the armies of other European

nations.33

The Prussians placed a large emphasis on volleys and

rate of fire, which was often reputed to be three times that

of the French. Aside from volley fire', battalions could also

engage in "battle fire," which was independent fire

alternating between the first and second rank. In defending

against cavalry, adjacent platoons would alternate fire,

while the front rank would kneel and present their bayonets

at a 45 degree angle. This could be done in line or in

square, which was a compact formation of one or more

battalions, facing four directions and hollow in the center

where commanders and artillerymen were located.3 4

A favored formation by Prussian brigades and divisions

in 1806 was the deployment into line by echelons. This

formation allowed for the deployment of all battalions of the

3 2Reclement fur die Koenicrlich Preussische Infanterie (Berlin, 1788);
Hofschr6er, Prussian Line Infantry, 10-16.
33 Ibid., 10.
34 Ibid, 10-11; Nafziger, A Guide to Napoleonic Warefare, 29-31.



32

brigade or division into line without requiring as much space

as a non-echelon deployment would. The main disadvantage of

this, according to Hofschroer, was the possibility that a

poorly coordinated echelon attack might be defeated in

piecemeal fashion, or in detail.3 5

Inexperienced levels of command and control would lead

to this, as illustrated in an account by Colonel Elster

(n.d.), commander of the Duke of Brunswick Musketeer Regiment

at Auerst&dt:

"I dealt with the deployment of the 2nd

Battalion to the left of the village of

Rehhausen, and then had to hand it over to its

commander so that I could bring up the 1st

Battalion. Deploying to either side of a
ridge, the battalion had to make a quarter

turn to the left to get to an enemy square to

its left. The whole battalion was burning

with eagerness to get stuck into the enemy,

but on no single advance was it supported by

any of the neighboring battalions. It

undertook several attacks like this; but, at

the point of making the bayonet charge,

lacking any support at all, it had to fall

back. This was always accomplished calmly and

in good order, although accompanied by a

murderous fire. "36

This account is a good example of the failure of the command

3 5Hofschr6er, Prussian Line Infantry, 13.
3 6Grossen Generalstab Kreigsgeschiteliche, 1806, das Preussische

Offizierkorps und die untersuchung der Kreigsereicgnisse (Berlin:
Koniglich Handbuchhandlung, 1906), 346-47; Hofschroer, Prussian Line

Infantry, 13-14.
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structure, and not the linear tactics that so many historians

argue against.

The Prussian cavalry had a formidable reputation. They

were probably the best mounted cavalry in all of Europe,

thanks especially to the East Prussian studs they were

mounted on.3 7

The Prussian cavalry in 1806 was composed of three

types: heavy, medium, and light (cuirassiers, dragoons, and

hussars, respectively). The squadron was the basic fighting

unit of the cavalry, while the regiment was the common

formation with which most cavalrymen associated themselves,

much like the infantry. Each of these cavalry regiments were

named in the same way as were infantry regiments using the

name of their respective colonels-in-chief (or inhabers).

Many of these colonels-in-chief were absent from their units,

just as they were in other branches. The majority of these

commanded cavalry brigades or whole divisions.

Cuirasiers were the heavy cavalry of the Prussian army.

In 1806 there were 13 cuirassier regiments, each of which

having five squadrons and a full-strength of 841 men. 38 They

wore an off-white (grey-yellow) tunic known as the "Kollett"

with facing colors showing up on various parts of the coat,

including cuffs, collars, lapels, and tail turnbacks. Waist

sashes were also issued in the regiment's respective color.

37Chandler, Jena, 44-45; Shanahan, Prussian Military Reforms, 19.
38The Gendarmes Regiment (military police) and Guard du Corps Regiment

contained slightly more and less men, 845 and 779, respectively.

Hofschrer, Prussian Cavalry, 4-5.
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White breeches with tall black riding boots were worn below

the waist, while the cuirass (breastplate) had been abandoned

long ago. The headgear was a rather large black bicorn, with

a 39cm plume attached. The straight-bladed cuirassier sword,

known as the "Pallasch" was used by these cavalrymen, and a

short carbine was issued to each trooper.

Dragoons were the middle weight cavalry of the Prussian

army, and were originally designed to fight either on foot or

horseback. In 1806 there were 14 dragoon regiments, each of

these having five squadrons apiece and a full-strength number

of 841 men, just like the cuirassiers.3 9  They wore light

blue tunics, rather than white, that were cut just like the

cuirassiers' tunics. Regimental colors were presented on

cuffs, collars, lapels, and turnbacks. They wore both

breeches and boots identical to the cuirassiers as well as

the headgear and carbine. Swords were similar to the

cuirassiers' straight-bladed swords, but were called "Degens"

in the dragoons. Plumes were also issued to the dragoons,

though they were somewhat shorter than those of the

cuirassiers.

Hussars were the light cavalry of the Prussian army. In

1806, there were ten hussar regiments, each of these having

ten squadrons apiece and a full-strength number of 1,543 men.

They wore a variety of headgear, from the shako to the older

3 9The exception to this five squadron rule was the Queen's Dragoon
Regiment and the Auer Dragoon Regiment, each with 10 squadrons apiece

for a full-strength total of 1,682 men. Ibid., 5.
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colpack (simi I i< t he shako) . highly a td dolman,

or tunic, was w t i by each hussa . Th(i0n 1mn had no tails

and was cut in a Hungarian tashic:.. HiF !an 2l ol isses were

worn on the outside of the dolmar. and oLt t .n woIn over the

left shoulder, at tached by a cord. It was cut similarly to

the dolman and both dolman and pelisse were in the color

specified for each regiment. Facing colors also decorated

the cuffs, colars, and lace. White breeches were worn below

the waist and were often coverd by additional trousers,

coming in the color of the dolman and pelisse and worn

frequently in winter. Hungarian style boots were worn and

curved sabres were carried. Each trooper was also armed with

a carbine and a pistol.

Fig. 12--Prussian Cavalry in 1806 (Schrlitz, Stadtmuseum, Jena)
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Economic considerations hampered the Prussian cavalry's

training prior to the campaign of 1806. Many units never

trained on a level higher than squadron, and many of the men

never received their mounts until right before the campaign

opened. Some maneuvers lasted only four weeks, and new

conscripts often received only ten weeks worth of training

during their first four years of service.4 0  Several

incidences in 1806 reflected this lack of training. This is

where the cavalry's, as well as parts of the infantry's, main

weaknesses existed.4 1

Fia. --Prussian Dragoon and Cuirassier Standards
(Kibliotheque Raoul et Bruncn)

4 Gorda:: Craig, The Politics of the Prussian Army (Oxford: Oxford Univ.
Press, 1955), 24.
41 Maude claims that the Prussian Cavalry of 1806 had fallen well below
the standards of Frederick the Great due largly in part to cuts in the
economy and thus lack of sufficient training. Maude, 1806, 17.
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Prussian artillerymen dressed very similar to the

musketeers. They wore a dark blue coat with red facings and

buff breeches. Black knee-length gaiters and bicorns were

also worn.

Fig. 14--Prussian 7-pound Howitzer, Carriage and Limber (Stadtmuseum, Jena)

- ig. -r ssi A.rt r (ir'

Fig. 15--Prussian Artillery (Seele, Bibliotheque Raoul et Brunon)
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The Saxon Army of 1806 was similar to its Prussian

counterparts in many ways. Much of Frederick the Great's

regulations and reforms had affected the Saxons even before

the Seven Years War, when numerous attempts were made to

incorporate the Saxon army into that of the Prussian.

Certainly a mutual suspicion and hostility existed, and the

Prusso-Saxon alliance of 1806 must thus be seen as a brittle

expedient rather than a genuine act of friendship.4 2

Saxon infantry in 1806 was organized into regiments of

two battalions each. Each regiment contained 1,753 men, at

full strength. Within each regiment were two grenadier

companies, each normally detached during campaigns and joined

with other grenadier companies to form grenadier battalions.

These battalions numbered about 600 men, at full strength.

Saxon infantry wore white coats with white turnbacks on

the coat's tail. White breeches were also worn, with black

boots and tall gaitors worn over these to the knee. Buff

colored overcoats were sometimes worn over the white coats

during campaigning, while grey colored trousers were

sometimes worn over the breeches, depending on the weather

and the discretion of the unit. Crossbelts were white and

the cartrige box was black. Each regiment had its own

distinct facing color, which appeared on the cuff, color, and

lapels (see list below). The distinction between a regular

infantryman and a grenadier was best identified by the

42Otto von Pivka, Napoleon's German Allies, Vol 3, Saxon (London:

Osprey Publishing, 1979), 3. Uniforms discriptions are from this book.
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headgear. Regular infantry wore a black felt bicorne, while

grenadiers wore a large black bearskin, commonly worn by many

grenadiers throughout Europe.

Like their Prussian counterparts, Saxon cavalry was also

composed of heavy, medium, and light types (cuirassiers,

chevaulegers, and hussars). In 1806, there were four

cuirassier regiments, each having four squadrons apiece.

There were also four regiments of chevauleger cavalry, each

of these having four squadrons too. This set the strength of

a cuirassier or chevauleger regiment at 841 men, full

strength. The Saxons of 1806 only had one hussar regiment,

this being titled the Saxon Hussar Regiment. This regiment

was made up of ten squadrons, each containing 135 men, for a

maximum regimental strength of 1,350 men.4 3

Cuirassiers wore buff colored tunics, hooked together at

the waist, while regimental facings appeared on the collar,

cuffs, and turnbacks (see chart below). Buff colored

breeches, black heavy cavalry boots, and white crossbelts

were also worn. All of this was topped by a large black felt

bicorn, with a large white plume to top it off.

Chevaulegers wore red tunics, hooked together all the

way up to the neck, except for the last two buttons which

folded back to reveal the regimental facing color. Facing

colors were also displayed on the cuffs, collar, and

turnbacks of the red coat (see chart below). Breeches were

buff colored, and worn with heavy black cavalry boots. White

43 Ibid., 28-29.
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crossbelts were worn, as well as a large black felt bicorn,

resembling the cuirassiers' bicorn in many ways. This hat was

also topped with a large white plume.4 4

The Saxon Hussar Regiment wore a white dolman, or tunic,

with light blue facing colors on the collar and cuffs. White

breeches were also worn, with small black Hungarian boots

below these. The pelisse, or outside coat, was worn slung

over the left shoulder and was light blue with black fur.

Belts and sashes were white, while a large black mirliton

(winged cap) was worn as headgear. This was topped by a tall

white plume.

The process for naming these Saxon regiments was much

the same as the process used by the Prussians, each regiment

being named for its colonel-in-chief or inhaber. The

following is a list of the Saxon infantry and cavalry

regiments in 1806:

Infantry Regiment (I.R.):

Kurf~rst I.R.

Singer I.R.

Prince Anton I.R.

Prince Clemens I.R.

Prince Maximilian I.R.

Thummel I.R.

Prince Frederick August I.R.

Low I.R.

Prince Xavier I.R.

Binau I.R.

Niesemeuschel I.R.

Rechten I.R.

Facing Color:

red

red

dark blue

dark blue

yellow

yellow

light green

light green

light blue

light blue

crimson

crimson

4 4Ibid., 29.



Cuirassier Reiment (C.R .) :

Guarde du Corps C.R.

Karabiniers C.R.

KurfXrst C.R.

Kochtitzky C.R.

Chevauxleaer Regiment:

Prince Clemens Ch.R.

Prince Albert Ch.R.

Prince John Ch.R.

Polenz Ch.R.

Facing Color:

dark blue

red

red

yellow

Facing Color:

light green

dark green

black.

light blue

Saxon artillerymen wore green coats, with red facings,

buff breeches and crossbelts, and black felt bicornes with

white plumes. From a distance, they looked very similar to

the Prussian J&gers.

Fig. 16--Saxon Soldiers in 1806 (Seele, Wise Collection)

i/v
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Frederick William III was :he commander-in-chief of the

Prusso-Saxon Army in 1806. This position was similar to

Napoleon's position in the French Army, though Napoleon

exercised considerably more power of command and control than

Frederick William did with the Prusso-Saxon Army. Under the

king were three chief commanders, each commanding one of the

three main armies that participated in the battles of Jena

and Auerstadt.

The senior commander in the field was Charles William

Ferdinand, Duke of Brunswick. He was born in 1735 and had

seen much service in mid-18th-century warfare, rising very

high under the command of Frederick the Great during the

Seven Years War. His specialty was infantry, and he served

as overall commander of the forces of the First Coalition

that invaded France before Valmy (1792). After 1793,

Brunswick went into retirement but was summoned from this for

the campaign of 1806 against the French, for whom he was

known to have a strong hatred. Commanding the Prussian

forces at Auerstadt, 14 October 1806, he was mortally wounded

and died several weeks later.

Brunswick's personal rival was Frederick Louis, Prince

of Hohenlohe-Ingelfingen. He was born in 1746 of an ancient

Wurttemberg family and entered the Prussian service in 1768.

He rose to high command during the wars against France and

was present at the Battle of Hoche (1794) against the French

revolutionary armies. He commanded the Prusso-Saxon forces



that fought at the Battle of Jena (14 October 1806) and

played a large role in the second half of the campaign

following Jena and Auerstadt. He was taken prisoner in

Pomerania, two weeks after Jena, and remained imprisoned

until 1808. He died in 1818.

General Ernest Philip von Rachel was born in 1754 to a

Pomeranian family. He entered Prussian service in 1771 and

served on Frederick the Great's staff, rising high in rank in

the process. He was promoted to general in 1794 and held the

post of governor of Potsdam after 1796. He commanded the

smallest of the three Prussian armies in 1806. He received

serious wounds at Jena but overcame them to live in

retirement until 1823.45

Many historians have been quick to declare that the age

difference between Prussian officers and French officers was

a major factor contributing to the defeat in 1806. It is

true that Napoleon was much younger than the Duke of

Brunswick (37 and 71, respectively), but it is also true that

King Frederick William was younger than Napoleon.4 6

The youngest senior commander in 1806 was the Prussian

Prince Louis Ferdinand, at 33. This misunderstanding of the

age differences between the French and the Prussians is

usually drawn from comparing the Prussian commanders to the

youthful French Marshalate. Aside from this unique group of

commanders, the French officers below them were themselves no

45Chandler, Jena, 28-30.
46Ibid., 27; Emir Bukhari, French Napoleonic Line Infantry, 1796-1815

(London: Almark Publishing Company, 1973), 14-15.
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striplings. Hofschroer notes that the average age in 1806 of

French colonels and captains was 39, while lieutenants

averaged 37. He claims that these ages were very similar to

the ages of the Prusso-Saxon officer corps involved in the

Jena/Auerstadt battles. A number of the overaged Prussian

commanders were to be found in :he fortresses and garrisons

north of the Jena and Auerstadt. Some of these were

"bordering on senility" and, according to Hofschr6er,

contibuted much to the myth of the age problem. Certainly

any age difference that did exist between the two sides at

Jena and Auerstadt was not enough to show up tactically.

Another common misunderstanding with the Prussian

officer corps is the small difference between the officer

corps in 1806 and that of 1813. Many writers tend to draw a

sharp distinction between the two, lamenting the old age and

conservatism of the former and praising the reforming spirit

of the latter. There was in fact, according to Hofschroer,

very little difference to the 1806 officer corps and that of

1813. All the officers holding the rank of captain and above

in 1813 had served in 1806, as had most of the lieutenants.

Reforms to the officer corps took more than seven years after

Jena and Auerstadt to make any noticeable changes to the

fabric of the Prussian officer corps, which remained

dominated by the nobility.4 7

47 Hofschrber, Prussian Line Infantry, 10.
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Fig. 18--Saxon Standard (Hook, Osprey Men-at-Arms Collection)
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With the memory of 1805 and Austerlitz still pervading

the ranks, the French Army of 1806 was probably the best

prepared and most effectively integrated army that Napoleon

would ever lead. After the Austerlitz campaign, Napoleon

placed six of his corps in a broad sweep of cantonments from

the Main River to the Danube. All the raw drafts that filled

the 1805 casualty slots were well integrated and surrounded

by battle-hardened veterans. Only two divisions, General

Dupont's (from I Corps) and General Gazan's (from V Corps),

contained a larger proportion of new conscripts.4 8

The French infantry was comprised of two types: line and

light. The line infantry were the equivalent of the Prussian

musketeers, both being common infantrymen armed with muskets

and both making up the majority of men. After the French

Revolution, the French military stopped calling these line

troops musketeers and started calling them fusiliers. This

is not to be confused with the Prussian fusiliers, for the

French fusiliers were not light infantrymen, but regular line

infantrymen, much like Prussian musketeers. They did have a

past experience in light infantry roles, much of this coming

during the French Revolution, and were expected at times to

fufill some of the same functions as light infantry, hence

the reflective name change to fusiliers.4 9

Like other armies of the period, the French had elite

4 8Chandler, Jena, 31.
4 9Philip Haythornthwaite, Napoleon's Line Infantry (London: Osprey
Publishing, 1988), 3-6.
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grenadiers attached to each line regiment (one company per

batcalion). These grenadiers were often combined into elite

units, such as other armies did, and used separately Yo

deliver an extra punch that only elite troops could normally

provide. Each line battalion also had a company of

voltigeurs, which were the equivalent of the Prussian

Schutzen. They were usually the smaller and more agile

members of the battalion and were expected to be expert

marksmen. Their role was to screen the battalion and disrupt

the enemy to their front, much as the Schutzen did.

French light regiments were equivalent to the Prussian

fusilier battalions. These units were specifically trained

to fight in open and skirmisher order but could also function

as regular line units. They also contained the smaller and

more agile men of the army, with high emphasis being placed

on marksmanship. French light regiments also had their own

version of elite troops within their battalions, these

serving similar roles as those in the line battalions.5 0

The French light infantry's advantage over the Prussian

light infantry of 1806, as well as those of most countries,

was their abundance in numbers and their valuable experience

in former wars. Much of this was gained during battles of

the French Revolution, the Italian Wars, and the Campaign of

1805. In the battles of 1806, superiority in numbers, prior

knowledge of logistical considerations, and experience in

50 Philip Haythornthwaite, Napoleon's Light Infantry (London: Osprey
Publishing, 1985), 3-8, 26.
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unforeseen tactical situations, gave the French light

infantry a large advantage over their foes.5 1

French cavalry in 1806 was probably one of the weaker

aspects of the French army.5 2  Time and time again these

horsemen came up short on screening moves and reconnaissance

missions, though performing quite well during the battles.

Their mounts had improved considerably since 1805, especially

with the acquisition of many Austrian horses after the

victories of Ulm and Austerlitz, but were no match to the

fine Prussian studs ridden by their counterparts.5 3

Included among the French cavalry were heavy, medium,

and two types of light cavalry regiments. These regiments

were cuirassiers, dragoons, chasseurs a cheval, and hussars,

each divided into four, five, and six or more squadrons

respectively.

Cuirassiers were unusual from other heavy cavalry in

Europe because they still wore the heavy breastplate that the

other heavy cavalry regiments had abandoned. They still

carried the long straight swords and were mounted on heavier,

stronger horses. They wore a grecian-type helmet, topped

with a large red plume and rounded out with a long tail of

horsehair. There were twelve regiments of cuirassiers in

5 1Ibid., 33-38; Hofschroer, Prussian Light Infantry, 4-6.
52 David Johnson, Napoleon's Cavalry and it's Leaders (New York: Holmes
and Meier, 1978), 12. He continues by saying that they were ill equipped
and badly mounted, lacking almost everything except courage.
53 Peter Hofschr6er, Prussian Cavalry of the Napoleonic Wars, Vol I
(London: Osprey Publishers, 1984), 32.
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1806.54

Dragoons wore dark green coats and white breeches. They

were somewhere between heavy cavalry and light cavalry,

performing many duties of both, and designed to fight either

on horseback or foot. They too carried the long straight

sword, as well as a musket for dismounted or picquet duty.

Their helmet resembled the cuirassier's grecian-type helmet,

and they were also mounted on the heavier, stronger horses,

as opposed to light cavalry.5 5

French light cavalry was composed either of chasseurs a

cheval or hussars. The chasseurs a cheval wore drab green

uniforms with little of the fancy or flashy extras that the

hussars or heavy cavalry wore. They carried lighter, curved

swords, and wore black felt shakos for headgear. Many of

these regiments performed with distinction at Jena and

Auerstadt. 5 6  The hussars were the light cavalry's answer to

decoration and splendor. These light cavalry wore a variety

of uniforms, ranging from light blue to brown. They

resembled the Prussian hussars in many ways and served in the

same capacity. They were equipped with lighter curved swords

and lighter, more nimble horses, much like the chasseurs a

cheval. They also served with distinction during the battles

54Emir Bukhari, Napoleon's Cuirassiers and Carabiniers (London: Osprey
Publishers, 1985), 3-9, 12-21.
5 5 Emir Bukhari, Napoleon's Dragoons and Lancers (London: Osprey

Publishing, 1986), 6-8, 11-18.
56Ernir Bukhari, Napoleon's Chasseurs a Cheval (London: Osprey
Publishing, 1985), 10-15.



51

o f Jena and Auer., I, t.

French artil I is niong - . best iii : :pe, having as

a role model theji" Kme ror, who ;1ori his care as an

artillery officer. wench artillerymen were khiely

distinguishable from the infantry though the horse artillery

differed from them :somewhat. These artillerymen resembled

hussars more than regular infantrymen.

Fig. 20--French Soldiers in 1806

(Beaufort, Tranie Collection)

* ..

5 7Emir Bukhari, Napo1 ll' ai ( I neit: Osprey 'it tiers, 1988),
6-12.
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Jean Lannes was born in 1769. He commanded the V Corps

of the French army and fought at both Saalfeld and Jena. The

French were very unfortunate in losing this excellent

commander three years later at Aspern-Essling, where he was

mortally wounded while storming a wall.

Louis-Nicolas Davout was born in 1770. He commanded the

French III Corps in 1806 and succeeded in defeating a much

larger force at Auerstadt that year. For his actions at that

battle, he was made Duke of Auerst&dt. Napoleon described

him once as "one of the purest glories of France". He died in

1823.

Nicolas Jean de Soult was born in 1769. He commanded

the IV Corps in 1806 and fought on the right flank at Jena.

Most of his later career was spent fighting in Spain, where

he distinguished himself quite well against tough odds,

gaining both Napoleon's admiration and respect. He was the

last of the 1806 Marshalate to die, passing away in 1851.

Francois Charles Augereau was born in 1757. He was

often called "the bandit" for his reputation as a looter. He

commanded the French VII Corps in 1806 and performed with

distinction at Jena. He died in 1816.

Marshal Micheal Ney was born in 1769. He was one of the

most popular and colorful members of the Marshalate. He

commanded the French VI Corps during the 1806 campaign,

fighting bravely at Jena. His greatest hours were still to

come, in the Russian Camapign of 1812. Because of his
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actions, he was nicknamed "the bravest of the brave". He was

executed in 1815 after the fall of Napoleon.

Jean Baptiste Bernadotte was born in 1763 to a Gascon

family. He fought bravely in the 1805 campaign, while his

actions at Jena is often disputed. There he participated in

neither action, instead moving questionably between the two

battles, arriving on the Jena battlefield much too late to

take part. His performances however during the post-Jena

pursuit were distinguished, though his relations with

Napoleon deteriorated. His associations with captive Swedish

officers eventually led to his appointment as Crown-Prince of

Sweden and later King of Sweden (1818). This is the only

Napoleonic dynasty that survives to the present. He died in

1844.

Prince Murat commanded the combined cavalry corps during

the 1806 campaign. His reputation as a courageous and fiery

cavalry commander was well known. He led the heroic charges

of the cuirassier and dragoon divisions at Jena, pursuing the

Prusso-Saxons as far as Erfurt the night of the battle. He

was executed in 1815.
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CHAPTER III

THE OPENING MOVES

Fig. 2 4 -- Prussian Troops Cheer the Queen of Prussia
(Kn6tel, Haythornwaite Collection)

Napoleon considered several plans in his effort to gain

the victory in the oncoming war. His biggest decisions were

based on a number of factors that would, first of all,

prevent French territory or that of her allies, from being

invaded.

Great Britain's involvement in the war would be limited

mainly to the seas. The possibility of a British invasion

57
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over the English Channel was doubtful, but guarded against by

Marshal Guillaume Brune (1763-1815) and his 16,000 men.

Brune could be reinforced by Marshal Kellermann's (1735-1820)

10,000-strong reserve from the interior, if needed.

Sweden's involvement would also be very restricted,

limited greatly by its location and distance from the

European mainland. To counter this threat, King Louis of

Holland (1778-1846) was given orders to guard the left flank

with his 30,000 men, not only to check the possible Swedish

intervention but also to threaten the Prussians on their

western frontier.1

Austria was also a serious threat, though not officially

part of the Fourth Coalition. Napoleon decided to keep watch

over them by reinforcing the Army of Italy with Prince Eugne

de Beauharnais (1781-1824), who commanded the French II

Corps .2

One of Napoleon's greatest concerns was the possible

intervention of Russian forces, some 50,000-strong, already

reported to be assembling under General Count Bennigsen

(n.d.) on the Bug River. Napoleon figured that the quick and

decisive defeat of the Prussians, before the Russians could

1Louis Bonaparte, King of Holland, was Napoleon's younger brother. He
was given command of all the troops in Holland in 1805 and later .crowned
King of Holland in May, 1806. David Chandler, Dictionary of the

NaDoleonic Wars (New York: The Macmillian Publishing Company, 1969),67.
2Eugene de Beauharnais was Napoleon's step-son through his wife
Josephine. He was promoted to general in 1804, and became both a prince
and Viceroy of Italy in 1805. Chandler, Dictionary, 59.
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intervene, would be of prime strategic and military

importance.
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Napoleon came up with a number of plans but narrowed his

options to three. The first of these, a direct advance on

Berlin via Hanover, Munster, and Cleves, offered the French a

fairly easy route with relatively short and secure

communication lines to France. But the present deployment of

the French corps in southern Germany would require a massive

redeployment and reorientation in order to carry this plan

out. This would give the allies ample time to see what was

going on and prepare to meet the assault. Furthermore, it

would also put the left flank under Swedish threat and give

the Prussians the opportunity to safely fall back on the

Russians.

Napoleon's second plan called for a similar thrust, this

one aimed at Magdeburg or Leipzig, via Eisenach, Fulda, and

Mainz. This plan's departure points were much closer to the

present French cantonments but still required massive

repositioning and several hazardous river crossings. This

plan also gave the Prussians ample time to see what was

happening and plan accordingly. It also offered the Prussians

ample time to fall back safely on the Russians if they deamed

that move necessary.

These first two plans were eventually discarded and a

third one was initiated. It called for a major thrust

towards Berlin, via Leipzig, Gera, and Bamberg. This plan of

attack had the advantage of having French forces already

positioned in their cantonment areas and would put the French



61

in a position somewhere between the Prussian forces and the

Russian forces to the east. The Saale and Elster rivers

would also serve to protect the French flanks after they

moved beyond the Thuringian Forest.

Napoleon finally decided on using this last plan on

September 15, 1806. Within 48 hours, he dictated no less

than 102 separate orders for the various components of his

army.3  After this he put forth his lengthy "General

Dispositions for the Assembly of the Grand Army," which

formed the basis for the whole of his campaign in Germany.

By this order, the French I, VI, and VII Corps would complete

their concentrations by 2 October at Frankfort, Nuremberg,

and Ansbach, respectively. The French V Corps would

concentrate at K~nigshofen by 3 October, while the III Corps

would arrive at Bamberg and join Napoleon's headquarters.

Finally, the IV Corp would be expected at Amberg by 4

October. Within one hour of any notification, all corps were

expected to be packed and on the march from their appointed

concentration points.4

With his orders on their way, Napoleon then set out from

Paris on 25 September. He reached Wdrzburg on 2 October,

where he formally took over command from a much relieved

Marshal Louis Alexandre Berthier (1753-1815). Here he

received reports that the Prussian main body was

3S. J. Watson. ByCommand of the Emperor: A Life of Marshal Berthier
(London: Bodley Head, 1957), 124.
4Corresnondance de Naooleon Ter, XIII, No. 10818, edited by J. Dumaine
(1863; reprint, Paris: H. Plon, 1974), 217.
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concentrating near Erfurt, and that French supplies were

still lacking. Napoleon then set out for Bamberg and reached

that city on the 6th, where he at once set out to speed up

his army's concentrations. Available resources in this part

of Germany had been grossly miscalculated, and only the bare

minimum was eventually acquired for the start of the

campaign.5

Prussian commanders had also been busy mobilizing and

debating various war plans. Early mobilization orders were

sent out as soon as war was rumored. These moves reflected

Prussia's early idea that Napoleon would position himself

behind the Saale River and await the Prusso-Saxons to attack

him.6

Fig. 25--Prussian War Council (Kn6tel, Fesser Collection)

5This miscalculation of resources resulted only in an inconvenience

for this campaign, but would later result in disaster during the Russian
and Spanish campaigns. Watson, By Command of the EmDeror, 126.
6Theodore Dodge, Napoleon, Vol 2 (Boston: The Riverside Press, 1904),

357.
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By early September, General Ernest Philip von Rchel

(1754-1823) was moving down with a strong force from

Oldenberg and Hanover. Charles William Ferdinand, Duke of

Brunswick (1735-1806), was concentrating troops in Magdeburg,

Berlin, and Potsdam. Frederick Louis, Prince of Hohenlohe-

Ingelfingen (1746-1818) was assembling troops in Silesia and

South Prussia and eventually moved toward Dresden to pick up

the Saxon forces under Grand Duke von Zeschwitz(n.d.).

Scarcely had these moves been initiated, when the King

and his staff embarked on a series of war councils to

deliberate on the best plans for defeating Napoleon. One of

the better, yet unheroic-sounding plans, was put forth by the

Duke of Brunswick's chief of staff, Colonel David von

Scharnhorst (1755-1813).7 His plan called for holding firm

in Saxony and awaiting the Russian forces, trading space for

time by fighting various holding actions in the Thuringian

Forest (or wherever else it might become necessary to fight

these holding actions). This plan was quickly voted down by

the others, who declared that it not only posed an immediate

threat to Berlin but also compromised the Prussian Army's

honor.

A second plan was then put forth by Prince Hohenlohe.

7Gerhard Johann David von Scharnhorst (1755-1813). Born in Hanover, he
gained his first military experience in the Hanoverian Army. He later
transferred to the Prussian Army in 1801 where he rose to become one of
three Prussian chiefs-of-staff in 1806. His influence became much
stronger in the Wars of Liberation (1813-14) after Jena and Auerstadt.
Unfortunetly he was mortally wounded at the Battle of Litzen, 1813.
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This plan called for the Prussians to place themselves around

Erfurt and Hof, taking up positions so as to outflank the

French forces as they emerged from the Thuringian Forest.

This plan gained scant support but was soon voted down on the

grounds of being too defensive and too reliant on French

movements .8

The Duke of Brunswick then brought foward his bold idea

of striking Wrzberg, via Erfurt and the Thuringian Forest,

with one large concentrated force. By this move, he hoped to

threaten the French communication lines and catch the French

troops while they were still in their cantonment areas. This

bold plan gained some support, especially for its daring

initiative, but was later put aside because it involved

stringing the Prussian forces along a 90-mile front, leaving

only scant reserves near Naumburg to protect Berlin.

Several alterations of this plan were later put forth,

the most notable of these being Hohenlohe's. His alteration

called for a similarly powerful thrust through the Thuringian

Forest, but this time oriented on Bamberg, rather than

Wurzburg. This plan also gained the support of several of

the officers present, but was eventually cast out for reasons

similar to those made against Brunswick's plan.

Everyone at the council seemed to have their own ideas

for the campaign, and few members agreed on any of the

ironically, this plan was not very far removed from what the Prusso-
Saxons actually did in mid-October, though it was more by circumstances
than predetermined plans.
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several choices. Lettow-Vorbeck claimed that the

disagreement among the leaders at the council hurt the army

more than anything else. He believed that the king should

have stepped forward earlier, rather than let these

deliberations go on so long.9

The king did eventually step in and came up with his own

plan that combined several key concepts of both Brunswick's

and Hohenlohe's plans. The king assumed that the French

forces were spread over southern Germany from Frankfort to

the Inn River. With this in mind, the whole Prusso-Saxon

Army would advance through the Thuringian Forest, via Erfurt

and Coburg, toward the center of the French line. There they

would complete their concentratation and defeat the French

left and right wings in detail. This compromise did not

please most of the other members; nonetheless, it was the

best of the plans put forth. It showed bold initiative,

displayed careful consideration of the enemy's positions, and

had the merits of concentration.1 0

The Prussian government then drew up an official

ultimatum and sent it to Napoleon in late September. The

terms of this ultimatum required Napoleon to withdraw all his

French forces to the west side of the Rhine River; restore

Cleves, Ansbach, and Neuchatal to them; accept the king's

North German League, and be willing to discuss all other

9General Paul Lettow-Vorbeck, Der Krieg von 1806-07, Vol 1 (Berlin:
Ernst Siegfried Mittler und Sohn, 1899), 98-99.
10F.L. Petre, Napoleon's Conauest of Prussia 1806 (1907; reprint,
London: Arms and Armour Press, 1972), 66-67.
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points at issue. Nobody in Berlin or the war council

expected Napoleon to accept such harsh demands.

The answer to this document was required by 8 October,

even though Napoleon only received it the day before.

Whether the time constraint was a calculated move or not,

Napoleon simply ignored the ultimatum and at once began

moving his forces forward.

Fig. 26--French Troops Cross the Border

(Knotel, Tranie Collection)
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Unfortunately for the Prussian king and his strategy,

new reconnaissance reports of these latest French moves came

in just after the orders for the main plan went out. These

latest reports told how Napoleon and his army had just left

the Wrzberg/Bamberg area and were moving towards the

Thuringian Forest, in the direction of Coburg and Bayreuth.

These new reports changed the whole Prussian scenario and the

council was soon forced to drop their latest scheme and adopt

Hohenlohe's initial plan.1 '

Scharnhorst believed that the king's plan was the best,

and that the adoption of Hohenlohe's initial design put the

army in a very dangerous posture and risked dividing the

whole army. A later comment by Scharnhorst attested to this,

"What ought to be done, I know right well; what will be done,

only the gods know."12

New orders were sent out and the Prusso-Saxon forces

began moving towards Blankenheim (between Erfurt and Hof),

with orders to mass west of the Saale River by 10 October.

The Prusso-Saxon goal was "to defeat the French army by an

oblique and rapid movement against the general direction they

will be following."13

By the end of the first official day of the war,

11As discussed earlier, this plan called for the Prusso-Saxon forces to
take up positions around Erfurt and Hof, so as to strike the left flank
of the French forces as they emerged from the Thuringian Forest.
12Lettow-Vorbeck, Der Kriea von 1806-07, Vol. 1, 170.
13Colin, Jena, 104.
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8 October, Richel's army was in the area of Eisenach, with

his outpost to the south near Hildburghausen. Hohenlohe was

at Jena and Roda, with an advance guard near Saalfeld.

Tauenzien14 , one of Hohenlohe's generals, was to his left

front, with forces at Hof, Gefell, and Schleiz. Brunswick

was near Gotha, moving his forces toward Erfurt. The Duke of

Weimar (n.d) was dispatched south toward Meiningen with an

advance guard unit to threaten the French rear. Detachments

of cavalry and horse artillery were later sent out even

further, some reaching as far as Schweinfurt.

In the north, Duke Eugene of Wurtemberg (n.d.) was

ordered to move his reserve from Magdeberg to Halle, taking

up positions there in order to join the main army wherever

they might be needed. All along the front, tensions mounted

on both sides as reconnaissance parties reported closer

sightings of opposing troops.

Napoleon's forces moved forward in three columns, with

Murat's light cavalry in front, serving as a screen and a

reconnaissance body. The French V Corps under Marshal Lannes

was on the left, with Marshal Augereau's VII Corps behind

him. In the center was the French I Corps, under Marshal

Bernadotte. Behind him was Davout's III Corps, with the

combined forces of the Imperial Guard and the Cavalry Reserve

14General Bolesas Friedrich Emanuel Tauenzien, Count von Wittenburg
(1760-1824). Tauenzien joined the Prussian army in 1775 and fought with
distinction in the Campaign of 1793. He was promoted to major general in
1801.
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behind him. On the right was the French IV Corps under

Marshal Soult, with Ney's VI Corps following behind him.

Map 3--Dispositions, late 8 October, 1806 (Esposito)
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To the rear of Ney was a Bavarian division under General

Wrede.

The whole French army consisted of almost 200,000 men

in a block covering no more than 50 miles both ways.

Napoleon was still concerned about the whereabouts of the

Prussian forces, and he later wrote to his corps commanders:

"You may well think t at it will be a fine
thing to move around this area in a battalion
square of 200,000 men. Still, this will

require a little art and certain events."1 5

By the next day, Brunswick was nearing Weimar while

Ruchel was approaching Eisenach and Gotha. Detachments of

these two forces were further sent south--Winning heading for

Vach and Fulda, while the Duke of Weimar moved on

Knigschofen and Schweinfurt. These diversions were

effective in that they confused the French as well as

threatened their left flank and lines of communications.

Clausewitz wrote that these last moves were not beneficial

and compromised Hohenlohe's accepted plan, for attacking

along the east side of the Salle River.16

Lannes was approaching Grafenberg and reported Prusso-

Saxon forces to his front. These were the advance forces of

15Coorespondance, XIII, No. 10941, 309-10.
16 Clausewitz, Historische Brief die Grossen Kriesereicnisse im Oktober
1806 (1807; reprint, Bonn: Ferdinand Dfmmlers Verlag, 1977), 32-33.
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Prince Louis Ferdinand, holding up around Saalfeld. Further

to the east, Marshal Bernadotte approached the town of

Schliez where Murat had run across lead elements of

Tauentzien.

This was the sight of the first real skirmish of the

war, as Murat and Bernadotte engaged 6,000 Prussians and

3,000 Saxons at Schliez. The action did not last long, as

the exposed Prusso-Saxon detachment was attacked from the

front and the flank by Bernadotte' s infantry, two brigades of

light cavalry (Lasalle's and Milhaud's), and two divisions of

dragoons (Klein's and Grouchy's). The Prusso-Saxon force

fell back, under overwhelming odds, to the north towards

Neustadt and Auma.

"> a

Fig. 27 The Battle of Schliez, October 9, 1806

(Zix, Musee de Versailles)
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This withdrawal by Tauentzien caused Hohenlohe to move

his corps south in the direction of Kahla. From there he

hoped to move towards Auma and support Tauentzien, while

Prince Louis would protect the Saale River crossings at

Rudolstadt and Saalfeld.

Map 4--Dispositions, late 9 October, 1806
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CHAPTER IV

THE BATTLE OF SAALFELD

Fig. 2 8 --Prussian Jagers Skirmish Against the French

(Knctel, Haythornwaite Collection)

Laboring under the conviction that his task was to cover

Hohenlohe's move toward Auma and at the same time protect

Brunswick's advance toward Rudolstadt against any

intervention on the part of Lannes' corps, Prince Louis moved

his force to take post on the left bank of the Saale River,

73
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between the towns of Saalfeld and Crbsten. (!ere he was in

position to control the exit from the defile leading south

toward Grafenthal and the French.

Map 5--Battle of Saalfeld, 10 October 1806, around 9 a.m.

Pr ,, oR E-5T

rs a 1
Vi..e

?RIENGE LouLiS

-#AddFERNAIANJ
udD IV. (ADV.Rbl E.)

HEIGHT fei

! tGraa
Xav S h

8eu~w E.s))

. L j beLnau01

J f 

saal f a.

yey-GO I- cr a ma iafsh

X C.W - pnm....t.- --am ..
... , ( ta ) ~ars W- a o

b Cyaro- Ch

hatCloM i

noteareuth



75

Fig. 29--Prussian Orier of BattL at Saalfeld, 10 October 1806
(from Montb4's Die Chursachsischen Truppen in Feldzuge 1806 and the

Nafziger Collection)

Advance Guard verallietnant* Prince Louis of Prussia
Light Troops commander: Generalmajor von Schimmelpfenning
Line troops commander: Generalmajor von Belvilaque

Light Troops (far right): Generalmajor von Pelet
1 Jager company: Masars
Fusilier Battalion Pelet No. 14 (1 bn)
(part)Saxon Hussar Regiment (3 sqds)

Brigade (center): Generalmajor von Trutzschler
(part)Saxon Hussar Regiment (5 sqds)
(part)Schimmelpfennig Hussar Regiment No. 6 (3 sqds)

Brigade (center): Generalmajor von Belvilaque
Muffling Musketeer Regiment No. 49 (2 bns)
Prince Clemens Infantry Regiment (Saxon)(2 bns)
Xavier Infantry Regiment (Saxon) (2 bns)
Kurfurst Infantry Regiment (Saxon) (2 bns)
Hoyer 4pdr Foot Batteryn (Saxon) (6x4pdrs)

Brigade (left): Colonel Rabenau
1 Jager company: Valentin
Fusilier Battalion Rabenau No. 13 (1 bn)
Reimann 6pdr Foot Battery (6x6pdrs)

Brigade (rear): Colonel Ruhle
Fusilier Battalion Ruhle No. 15 (1 bn)
(part)Schimmelpfennig Hussar Regiment No. 6 (2 sqds)

men;cannons
@180
@450
@600

@1000
@600

@1200
@1200
@1200
@1200

6 guns

@180
@450

6 guns

@450
@400

*see Appendix B "Prussian Order of Battle for the Campaign of 1806" for
an explanation of spellings for Prusso-Saxon ranks.
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Fig. 30--French Order ot Battlei t Saalfeld, 10 October 1806

(from Foucart's Campaign de Prusse, 1806 and the Nafziger Collection)

V Corns: Marshal Lannes
Division: General of Division Suchet
Brigade: General of Brigade Claparede

17th Light Regiment (3 bns)
Brigade: General of Brigade Reille

34th Line Regiment (3 bns)
40th Line Regiment (3 bns)

Brigade: General of Brigade Vedel
64th Line Regiment (3 bns)
88th Line Regiment (3 bns)

Artillery: (2x12pdrs,6x8pdrs,2x4pdrs,2 howitzers)
15/5th Foot Artillery Regiment
3/6th Horse Artillery Regiment

Division: General of Division Gazan
Brigade: General of Brigade Graindorge

21st Light Regiment (3 bns)
28th Light Regiment (3 bns)

Brigade: General of Brigade Campana
100th Line Regiment (3 bns)
103rd Line Regiment (3 bns)

Artillery: (2xl2pdrs, 8x6pdrs, 4x3pdrs, 2 howitzers)
5/1st Foot Artillery Regiment
3/6th Horse Artillery Regiment

Corps Cavalry:
Brigade: General of Brigade Trelliard

9th Hussar Regiment (3 sqds)
10th Hussars Regiment (3 sqds)
21st Chasseurs A Cheval Regiment (3 sqds)

Corps Reserve Artillery:General of Brigade de Careil
(4xl2pdrs,4x6pdrs,2 how.)
2/1st Foot Artillery Regiment
3/6th Horse Artillery Regiment
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On the left of the Prusso-Saxon force was posted the

Rabenau Fusilier Battalion and the Reimann Foot Battery. To

their right were the two Saxon infantry regiments of Kirfurst

and Xavier. Further down the line from these units was the

Hoyer Foot Battery (Saxon), followed by the Prince Clemens

Infantry Regiment (also Saxon). Behind them stood the

Muffling Musketeer Regiment, with five squadrons of the Saxon

Hussar Regiment and three squadrons of the Schimmelpfennig

Hussar Regiment. Saxon General von Belvilaque (n.d.) was

commander of the infantry and artillery located in the

center.

A detachment under Colonel Rihle (n.d.) was on the other

side of the river, moving towards Saalfeld. This detachment

consisted of the R(hle Fusilier Battalion and two squadrons

of the Schimmelpfennig Hussar Regiment. Farther to the

northwest, between Unterwirbach and Blankenburg, was General

Pelet's detachment, consisting of the Pelet Fusilier

Battalion, the Masars J&ger Company, and three squadrons of

the Saxon Hussar Regiment. In all there were about 8,300

Prusso-Saxons and 44 guns on the field of Saalfeld.1

Marshal Lannes' leading division, under General Suchet

(1770-1826), was the first French troops to reach the field

and come under fire as it emerged from the hills southwest of

1David Chandler, The CamDaicrns of Napoleon (New York: The Macmillian

Publishing Co., 1965), 470.



Garnsdorf. On the French far right was a battalion of elite

grenadiers and a small detachment of artillery. To their

left was the 21st Chasseurs a Cheval cavalry and the 17th

Light Infantry Regiment. Further left, nearing Beulwitz, was

the 9th and 10th Hussars, led by a battery of horse

artillery. Behind all of these men followed the rest of the

division, including the line regiments of the 34th, 40th,

64th, and 88th. All together, the French numbered about

14,000 men, almost double the number under Prince Louis

Ferdinand.2

The French and Prussian skirmishers on the right were

the first troops to begin exchanging fire, around 9:30 a.m.

Prince Louis reinforced this threatened part of the line with

three squadrons of the Schimmelpfennig Hussars, shortly after

9:30 a.m. This cavalry regiment then came under fire from

skirmishers of the French 17th Light Regiment and a battery

which had moved up to the right of Beulwitz. Then, with the

appearance of more French troops to the north of the main

line, Prince Louis realized the aim of the French to outflank

his right.

He at once pulled back the Schimmelpfennig Hussars and

dispatched several units to the north. Both battalions of

the Prince Clemens Infantry Regiment (minus two companies)

were sent to the Oberhayn Heights, to guard the ground

2Ibid., 471.
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Crbsten and Aue and to serve as a connection between the main

body of troops and she troops further north.

Map 6--Battle of Saaifeld, 10 October 1806, around 10 a.m.
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The 1 bn/Muf fling Musketeer Regiment and the Hoyer

Battery were sent to the Sandberg Heights, strengthened by

two companies of the Clemens Infantry Regiment. The

2 bn/Muf fling Musketeer Regiment was sent on its way to

secure Schwarza. The time was nearing 10:30 a.m.

In the center, Prince Louis now felt his right was

adequately secured and sent forward the two Saxon infantry

regiments, Xavier and Kurfurst. These four battalions moved

forward and arrived on a ridge along the road leading from

Saalfeld, with their right level with Beulwitz.

Fig. 31--The Saxons Advance on Beulwitz (Hallmark, Hallmark Collection)

+ 3-.f
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French skirmishers and lead elements of the 34th Line

Regiment had previously taken Beulwitz and began firing into

the Saxons' left flank. The Xavier Musketeer Regiment halted

to exchange fire with the French but soon recognized that

this fire was accomplishing little against the well concealed

French.

Colonel von Thimmel, commander of the Xavier Infantry

Regiment, then initiated an assault on the village, which

appeared successful at first but then went bad as French

reinforcements arrived and began turning the right flank of

the Xavier troops. The Saxons wavered and fell back to the

protection of the Kurfurst Infantry Regiment, which was now

coming under fire from both the 17th and 34th French

regiments. The French then occupied Crosten and began

fortifying their positions among the buildings.3

The time was now about 12 noon and Colonel Gerstenberg,

commander of the Kurfirst Infantry Regiment, led a bayonet

attack against the village of Crosten. This assault was

successful in taking the village and sending the French back

on Beulwitz. But near 1 p.m., a reinforced French

counterattack recaptured the place, and the Saxons once again

fell back.4

3George Nafziger, M.T. Wesolowski, and Tom Devoe, The Poles and Saxons

in the Napoleonic Wars (Chicago: The Emperor's Press, 1991), 218.

4J.H. Anderson, The Campaign of Jena. 1806 (London: Hugh Rees



Map 7--Battle of Saalfeld, 10 October 1806, around 12 noon
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The French 34th and 40th Line Regiments were now

approaching the Oberhayr Heights, where a fierce firefight

had developed between their forward units and those of the

Clemens Infantry Regiment. The Saxons seemed to be holding

Limited, 1913), 30.
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fine, though severely outnumbered on both the skirmishing

line and the artillery line.

The addition of six French battalions (34th and 40th) to

the French skirmishing line finally succeeded in pushing back

the Saxon skirmishers as well as the two Saxon battalions on

the heights. The Saxons fell back to the right of the

Oberhayr Heights, where Colonel Bnau and General Belvilaque

sought to rally them.

Fig. 32--The Battle of Saalfeld (Rugendos, Musee de Versailles)
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attack, damaging the Saxon morale severely.5

The Prussians on the Sandburg Heights were next to come

under fire from the advancing French, now debouching from the

village of Aue. They too put up a brave resistance but were

eventually overwhelmed by superior numbers and forced to fall

back on the rest of their regiment near Schwarza. Several

guns from the Hoyer Battery were captured.

To the south, Prussian J&gers under Colonel Valentin

(n.d.) held the Lerchen Hill quite some time before being

pushed back by an overwhelming number of French skirmishers.

This French advance was soon put in check by the timely

arrival of the Ruhle Fusilier Battalion and five squadrons of

the Saxon Hussar Regiment, under the command of General von

Trutzschler (n.d.). Reimann's Foot Battery and the Fusilier

Battalion Rabenau also supported these men from the rear,

sending reinforcements to aid in their defense.

The battle in this area remained undecided until around

1 p.m., when Belvilaque's Saxons in the center were pushed

back by the French 17th Light Regiment and two newly arrived

regiments of French hussars, forcing the Saxon Hussar

Regiment in the south to be withdrawn in order to support

Belvilaque's men in the center.

5F. L. Petre, Napoleon's Conquest of Prussia, 1806 (1907; reprint,
London: Arms and Armour Press, 1972), 97.
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Map 8--Battle of Saalfeld, 1C October 1806, around 1 p.m.
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It was at this point that the French near Garnsdorf were

reinforced by additional grenadiers and voltigiers and began

pushing back the Prussians to their front once more. The

additional support of the two French hussar regiments, the

9th and 10th, also began threatening Valentin's and Rhle's

right flank, which eventually led the two commanders to fall

back through the streets of Saalfeld and reform on the left

flank of the recently reformed infantry and cavalry of Prince

Louis.

Prince Louis had been watching the battle unfold from

the center, seeing the Prusso-Saxon right flank being turned

by the French 34th and 40th Line Regiments, and the left

flank being pushed back through Saalfeld. With the

additional approach of the French 9th and 10th Hussar

Regiments, Prince Louis resolved on charging the French

horsemen with all the cavalry he could muster at that moment.

This amounted to about five squadrons of hussars.

The charge went forward, though somewhat slowed by the

highly broken and uneven ground west of Saalfeld. The

immediate results were successful, as several files of the

French hussars were pushed back. But the superior number of

the French cavalry soon enabled them to overlap both flanks

of Prince Louis' cavalry and attack them from all sides.
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Prince Louis, fighting

bravely against these terrible

odds, was approached by French

Quartermaster Guindet of the

10th Hussar Regiment, who

tried to take the Prince

captive. Prince Louis, already

wounded in several places,

responded with a sabre blow.

A hand-to-hand duel ensued,

and the Prince was eventually

Fig. 34--Prince
killed by the quartermaster. Louis in Com-

bat with Guin-
So perished potentially the

det (Myrbach,

best soldier of the Prussian Anne S.K. Brown

Military Coll.)

army. 6

With the death of this talented young prince, and the

capture of General Belvilaque, the Prussian and Saxon will to

fight collapsed. The Prusso-Saxon force then began

withdrawing from the field via Schwarza and Saalfeld, as the

French cavalry pursued as far as possible.

According to General Suchet, 1,500 to 1,800 prisoners

were taken, along with 33 guns. 7  Most of these were Saxons

6Chandler, Campaigns, 471.

7Petre, NaDoleon's Conauest, 99; Hopfner claims that under 2,000 were
either killed, wounded, or taken prisoner, Frederick von Hpfner, Qg
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from Belvilaque's shattered brigade, though the number has

been highly exagerated by the French commanders. Some of

these inflated numbers may result from the capture of the

Saxon baggage train that was withdrawing to the west.8  But

Saxon losses for those units engaged at Saalfeld number only

316 combatants captured. This number is for the whole

campaign, so it clearly indicates that the number of both

captured Prussians and Saxons could not have exceeded more

than 1000 men at Saalfeld.9

Fig. 35--French Hussars Find the Body of Prince Louis at Saalfeld

(Myrbach, Tranie Collection)

Kriea von 1806 und 1807,- Vol. 1 (Berlin: Simon Schropp and Kompanie,

1850), 286.

8 Petre, Nanoleon's Conuest, 104; General Henry Bonnal, La Manoeuvre
d'Ina (Paris: Chapelot, 1904), 399.
9Nafziger, Wesolowski, and Devoe, Poles and Saxons, 218.



90

The Prusso-Saxon forces from Saalfeld fell back on

Rudolstadt, enroute for Blankenhain. Pelet's detachment fell

back to the same place, albeit by a circuitous route through

Stadt-Ilm. Hohenlohe wasted no time in moving his force to

Kahla while Tauentzien and Zeschwitz made for Roda. The Duke

of Brunswick began moving the main body towards Weimar, while

the Duke of Weimar still had detachments as far south as

Schweinfurt and Meiningen. Richel's corps was spread out

between Erfurt and Fulda.

Brunswick issued concentration orders for the army at 10

p.m. (10 October). According to these orders, Hohenlohe was

to concentrate between Jena and Capellendorf, while the rest

of the army was to concentrate at Weimar.

French headquarters was still ignorant of the detailed

Prusso-Saxon positions. According to reports received on the

10th, Napoleon believed that the Prusso-Saxon forces were

concentrating at Gera, much farther to the east than where

they were actually concentrating. As a result, the French

army continued its northward march in the hope of reaching

Gera first and catching the Prusso-Saxon forces one by one as

they made for the rendezvous.
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Map 9--Dispositions, late 10 October, 1806
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All Prussian forces were west of the Saale River by the

close of the next day (11 October), save for Tauentzien's

division which was still east of the Saale, near Jena.

Cavalry reports reached Napoleon that same day revealing Gera

vacant of enemy troops.1 0

10Chandler, Campaigns, 471.
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Napoleon began to realize that the Prusso-Saxon forces

were not concentrating near Gera and that their aim was not

to protect communication lines with Leipzig.1 1

Map 10--Dispositions, late 11 October, 1806
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Further cavalry reports by Murat that day, from the

direction of Leipzig, revealed no enemy activity in that or

the Elster River vicinity. An additional report from Lannes

that night, indicated that no Prusso-Saxon forces were to be

found east of the Saale River and that his cavalry were

11J. Colin, Jen (Paris: Ernest Flammnarion) , 107; Pascal Bressonet,
Etudes tactiques sur ha campaign de 1806 (Paris: Chapelot, 1909), 255.
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reporting large enemy activity west of the Saale River.

Prisoners taken by Murat's cavalry further confirmed that the

Prussian king himself was at Erfurt with 200,000 men.1 2

Napoleon was now convinced that Brunswick would offer battle

somewhere in the vicinity of Erfurt on the 16th of October.13

Map 11--Dispositions, 12 October, 1806
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'2Coionei Frederick Maude, 1806: The Jena Camoaign (London: Swan and

Sonnenschein Co., 1909), 131.

13Chandler, Campaigns, 472.
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Meanwhile on the 12th, the Prusso-Saxon forces were

concentrating not on Erfurt, but Weimar. Rchel's corps was

still the farthest west, with one brigade approaching

Eisenach and the other Vach. The Duke of Weimar had gathered

his forces and was leaving Meinigen for Oilmenau, while

Tauentzien's division, now serving as Hohenlohe's advance

guard, was positioned between Jena and G6schwitz.14

The next day (13 October), Tauentzien's troops around

Goschwitz had a confrontation with some of the advance

detachments of Lannes around 2 p.m. The advance forces of

Tauentzien fell back from Goschwitz and joined the others

between Winzerle and Burgau. Here a sharp fight developed

which ended when several of Lannes' troops attacked

Tauentzien in the left flank via the Burgau bridge.

Tauentzien fell back on Jena and the heights beyond, setting

up bivouac north of Jena, with small detachments holding the

town.15

Prussian cavalry reports late that day indicated that

French elements were at Naumberg, with further reinforcements

coming up. These moves implied that the French were

14General Paul Emil von Lettow-Vorbeck, Der Krieg von 1806-07, Vol. 1
(Berlin: Ernst Siegfried Mittler und Sohn, 1899), 272.
15Petre, Napoleon's Conauest, 108.
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threatening to cut the Prussians from the Unstrutt River and

block communications with the Elbe River. This drastically

altered the Prussian strategical situation, and a new council

of war was called, to meet the next morning (13 October).

Three different options were discussed at the meeting.

One option was to attack Napoleon in his left flank as he

marched for Leipzig and Berlin. Another option was to wait

in their present locations for Napoleon to attack across the

Saale River, using the strong line of the river as a

defensive advantage. The last option was to fall back on

Leipzig, performing a flank march on the west side of the

Saale River through the towns of Auerst&dt, Kosen, Freiberg,

and Merseberg. Wrttemberg's reserve force would be met

along the way at Halle and communications with the Elbe River

would be preserved.16

The majority of officers preferred this last plan,

though a few officers argued in favor of giving battle near

Jena. Brunswick stepped in and chose the former course of

action, deeming it necessary to avoid any large-scale action

around Jena or Weimar. Orders were then sent out to the

different parts of the army for implementation of this latest

plan. The orders became operative at 10 a.m., that morning.1 7

16Carl von Clausewitz,On War, edited and translated by M. Howard and P.
Paret (1874; reprint, Princeton: Princeton Univ. Press, 1976), 395;
Petre, Nayoleon's Conuest, 116.
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Lannes' French corps went forward that same morning (13

October) towards Jena, where Tauentzien was bivouacked. Upon

reaching the town, he found that it was lightly defended, and

he had no problem establishing himself there. Skirmishers

were then sent out beyond Jena,

and musket fire was soon being

exchanged between Lannes'

light infantry and the light

infantry of Tauentzien, who

defended the steep wooded

slopes of the Landgrafenberg.

The French 40th Line Regiment

was sent to reinforce the Fig36--The French at Jena
(Unknown, Fesser Collection)

outnumbered skirmishers, and

the heights were eventually secured. Tauentzien fell back

between the two villages of Lutzeroda and Closewitz.

Several of Brunswick's subordinates overheard this

skirmish at Jena, as they were beginning their move

northward. General Schmettau (n.d.), Brunswick's 3rd

Division commander, overheard this firing as his force

reached Apolda. He and his staff were about to halt their

column and head in that direction, when word was received

that it was only a small affair and they should continue

forward as planned. This they did, and the firing soon died

17Chandler, CamDai ns, 473.
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away. 18

After his troops secured the Landgrafenberg Heights,

Lannes personnally ascended the summit beyond Jena and found

to his surprise around 40,000 Prussians and Saxons, arranged

in three broad lines between his position and Weimar. Word

was quickly sent to Napoleon as Lannes ordered his other

divisions to hasten their march up to Jena. Napoleon ordered

up his imperial guard as well as the heavy cavalry reserve.

Commenting to Berthier about the new-found Prusso-Saxon

positions, Napoleon exclaimed, "At last the veil is rent."1 9

Both Lannes and Hohenlohe knew that the French positions

about Jena were extremely vulnerable and outnumbered. Baron

Marbot wrote in his memoirs, "the Emperor being able to reach

the enemy only by this position, was prepared for heavy

losses in attacking it, for it did not seem possible to turn

the position."2 0

Lannes was also correct in assuming that the Prussians

were planning to sweep his force into the Saale River and

retake the important crossing at Jena. The conclusion seemed

foregone, considering the ratio of Prussian to French troops.

18Theodore A. Dodge, Napoleon, Vol. 2 (Boston: The Riverside Press,

1904), 395.
19 Petre, Napoleon's Conuest, 115; Bonnal, La Manoeuvre d'Ina, 388,

412-13.
20Baron M. Marbot, The Memoirs of Baron De Marbot, Vol 1, trans. by
Arthur Butler (1891; reprint, London: Greenhill Books, 1988), 225.
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Itut just when Hohenlohe was preparing to send Tauenzien

forward, r t'w orders were received from headquarters revealing

the latest Prusso-Saxon plan. These were postscripted with

the news that any large-scale action was to be avoided.

Hohenlohe was to occupy the village of Capellendorf and serve

as the protective flank corps for the rest of the army while

it moved north. Rchel was to protect the southwestern flank

of the main army from Weimar, while gathering in the Duke of

Weimar's forces. After the main army cleared Auerstadt

(north of Jena), Hohenlohe and Ruchel were to fall behind

them, serving as the rear guard.

Prussian tensions on the Jena plain once again mounted

as increased French activity and movement were heard from the

direction of Jena.

Fig. 37--The French Ascend the Landgrafenberg Heights from Jena

(Zix, Musde de Versailles)
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Map 12--Dispositions, 13 October, 1806
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CHAPTER V

THE BATTLE OF JENA

16

VT

Fig. 38--Prussians Infantry Counterattack French Infantry at Jena
(Knotel, Haythornwaite Collection)

Headquarters had informed Hohenlohe that there was to be

no battle the next day (14 October), and he meant to avoid

provoking one.1 Tauentzien expected some skirmishes between

the outpost and piquets, thus he deployed his light troops

along the Litzeroda-Clo ewitz line. His line troops were

positioned behind them, on the forward slope of the Dornberg
1

Colonel Frederick Maude, 1806: The Jena CampaiI (1ndo1 and New
York: The Macilc _ 1 iwi Coimipany , 1909) , 149.
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Heights. There they set up camp for the night. Several

reports came in that evening telling of road-construction

noises from the direction of Jena. Tauenzien's staff advised

him that this probably meant the French were planning to

establish a bridgehead in the morning and that an early

assault by the Prussians toward Jena would be imperative.

Tauenzien sent this information to Hohenlohe, who was also

receiving reports about noises at Jena.

Saxon troops, under Grand Duke von Zeschwitz (n.d.),

were bivouaced around Hohlstadt. They too could hear the

French buildup near Jena and sent several messages to

Hohenlohe advising him of the situation. At 5:20 a.m.

General Niesemeuschel (n.d.) moved the Saxon infantry east

and aligned them along the Jena-Weimar road,.along the

section called the "Schnecke" (snail), facing the village of

Remderode. Colonel Boguslawsky's (n.d.) detachment was on

their right. Hohenlohe kept the Saxon cavalry and the

Prussian main body in bivouac, to keep them as fresh as

possible for whatever the morrow might present.

North of Tauenzein's line were his allotted reserves on

the Dornberg Heights, under Generalmajor Cerrini (n.d.).

General Holtzendorff's (n.d.) detached division was

positioned to the northeast, near the village of Nerkwitz.

Hohenlohe's main body of infantry and cavalry was camped in

and around the two Romstadt villages.

The town of Jena was glowing brightly, as several
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buildings burned. At first this was a hindrance to the

French but later the light helped their engineers and sappers

Fig. 39--French Engineers and Sappers in Action (Detaille, Musee de l'Armee)

.. . . " .11x

Fig. 40 (left)--French Artillerymen Help Improve the Road to the Landgrafenberg

(Unknown, Tranie Collection)

Fig. 41 (right)--French Artillery Moves up the Landgrafenberg

(Schdrlitz, Stadtmuseum, Jena)

dli
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improve the roads.2

Napoleon wrote out several orders to his commanders,

though they were very sketchy and lacked detailed

information. Foucart claims that these were not adequate and

must have been elucidated the following morning during the

reconnaissances by Napoleon and his commanders.3

As dawn approached, a mist descended so thick that it

was nearly impossible to see more than a few yards. Napoleon

knew that he had to start his attack early in order to save

his position around Jena and accommodate the deployment of

the rest of his army. He received word from Lannes that his

units were having trouble coordinating with adjacent units

and needed some additional time before proceeding forward.

Somewhat reluctantly, Napoleon granted Lannes an additional

thirty minutes, hoping the fog would lift and Lannes could

then better see to coordinate his attack (now set for 6:30

a.m.).4

Tauenzien was also starting early. At 6 a.m. he began

moving his light troops forward with the intent of halting

any bridgehead attempt by the French. The line troops and

reserves followed. The Rosen Fusilier Battalion was on the

extreme Prussian right, moving in such a way to best defend

2Albert Britt, The Wars of Napoleon (Wayne: The Avery Publ. Group,

1985), 68-69.
3P.F. Foucart, Campaign de Prusse, 1806, Vol. 1 (Paris: Berger-

Levrault, 1887), 625.
4David G. Chandler, The Campaigns of Napoleon (New York: The Macmillan

Company, 1965), 479-80.
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the approaches of the Liskauer Valley. The Erichsen Fusilier

Battalion was moving through Litzeroda while J&gers under

Colonel Werner were advancing along the east side of

Litzeroda.

Map 13--Battle of Jena, 14 October 1806, 6 a.m.
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The 1 bn/Friedrich August Regiment was to Werner's left,

advancing along the east side of the Jena-Krippendorf road.

Further down the line, fusiliers under Generalmajor von Pelet

were advancing past Closewitz, with Jgers under Colonel

Valentin advancing on their far left, in the Zwatzen Woods.5

Behind this first line advanced the second, consisting

mainly of line troops. On the right was a foot battery under

von Bose,6 followed to their left by the 1 bn/Rechten

Infantry Regiment (Saxon), the Zweiffel Musketeer Regiment,

and the 1/2 Herwarth Grenadier Battalion. The 1/2 Studnitz

Foot Battery was next, followed further down the line and

somewhat behind by two Saxon grenadier battalions (Hundt and

Metzsch), moving from the Pfarr Woods towards the Zwatzen

Woods.7  These two grenadier battalions made up the extreme

Prusso-Saxon left flank. Three other Saxon grenadier

battalions (Thiolaz, Lecoq, and Lichtenhayr) descended from

the Dornberg Heights with cavalry to their rear. These units

made up the third line, or reserve.8

5George F. Nafziger, The Poles and Saxons of the Napoleonic Wars

(Chicago: The Emperor's Press, 1991), 215.
6This was a temporary battery formed from the regimental guns of the
Prussian Zweiffel Musketeer Regiment and the Saxon Rechten Infantry

Regiment(1st bn), placed under the command of Saxon Lieutenant von Bose
(n.d.) of the Saxon artillery. Nafziger, Poles and Saxons, 219.
7These two battalions were detached foward from the Reserve Brigade of

General Cerrini.
8These five grenadier battalions and cavalry made up Tauenzien's

reserve, under the command of Cerrini. The cavalry included the Prince
Clement Chevaulegers Regiment and Bila Hussar Regiment. The Gettkandt

Hussars were detached forward to the flanks.
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Fig. 42--Prussian Order of Battle at Jena, 14 October 1806

(from Let-ow-Vorbeck's Der Krieg von 1806 und 1807 and the Nafziger Collection)

Commander: General Friedrich Ludwig, Prince von Hohenlohe-Ingelfingen
Chief of Staff: Colonel Rudolf Massenbach

Fovard Division (new Advance Guard): Generalmaior Count von Tauentzien
(right)Light Brigade: Colonel von Erichsen

Fusilier Battalion Rosen No. 7 (1 bn)
Fusilier Battalion Erichsen No.10 (1 bn) (from Grawert's Div*)
Werner JAger Company (1/4 bn)
Bose Artillery Battery (Zweiffel and Reichten's regtimental guns)

(center)Brigade: Generalmajor von Zweiffel
1/Friedrich August Infantry Regiment (Saxon) (1 bn) (from 2nd Div*)
1 bn/Rechten Infantry Regiment (Saxon) (1 bn) (from Schonberg's Bde*)
Zweiffel Musketeer Regiment No. 45 (2 bns)
1/2 Grenadier Battalion Herwarth No. 45 (1/2 bn)
1/2 Studnitz Horse Artillery Battery No 14 (3x4pdrs)

(left)Light Brigade: Generalmajor von Pelet (from old Adv. Guard*)
Fusilier Battalion Pelet No. 14 (1 bn)
Valentin Jager Company (1/4 bn)

(reserve)Brigade: Generalmajor von Cerrini (from the Reserve Division*)
Grenadier Battalion Thiolaz (Saxon)(1- bn)
Grenadier Battalion Le Coq (Saxon) (1 bn)
Grenadier Battalion Lichtenhayr (Saxon) (1 bn)
Grenadier Battalion Metzsch (Saxon) (1 bn)
Grenadier Battalion Hundt (Saxon) (1 bn)
Tullmar Howitzer Battery (8x howitzers)
Gettkandt Hussar Regiment No.1 (8 sqds) (from Grawert's Div*)

(rear)Brigade: Generalmajor von Schonberg (left back at Vierzehnheiligen)
Grenadier Battalion Winkel (Saxon) (1 bn)
Prince Maximilian Infantry Regiment (Saxon) (2 bns)
2 bn/Rechten Infantry Regiment (Saxon) (1 bn)

ALLIED LEFT: Generalleutnant von Grawert
1st Division: Generalleutnant von.Grawert. in person
1st Brigade: Generalmajor von Muffling

Grenadier Battalion Sack No. 33/47 (1 bn)
Grenadier Battalion Hahn No. 29/32 (1 bn)
Hohenlohe Musketeer Regiment No. 32 (2 bns)
Sanitz Musketeer Regiment No. 50 (2 bns)
Glasenapp 12pdr Foot Battery No. 7 (6xl2pdrs)

2nd Brigade: Generalmajor von Schimonsky
Zastrow Musketeer Regiment No. 39 (2 bns)
Grawert Musketeer Regiment No. 47 (2 bns)
1 bn/Muffling Musketeer Regiment No. 49 (1 bn)
Wolframsdorf's 12pdr Foot Battery No. 8 (6xl2pdrs)

Flank Detachment(left flank): Colonel Kollin (from Reserve Div*)
1/2 Grenadier Battalion Kollin No.39(1/2 bn)
(part)Prince John Chevauleger Regiment (Saxon)(1 sqd)
1/2 Cause Horse Artillery Battery No.2 (4x6pdrs) (from old Adv. Guard*)

Combined Cavalry Division : (under Grawert oersonallv) (28 sods)
Cavalry Brigade: Generalmajor Henkel von Donnersmark

(part)Holtzendorff Cuirassier Regiment No. 9 (2 sqds)
Henkel Cuirassier Regiment No. 1 (5 sqds)
Prittwitz Dragoon Regiment No. 2 (5 sqds)
Steinwehr Horse Battery No. 9 (6x6pdrs)

Cavalry Brigade: Generalmajor von Kraf ft (attached from Reserve Division*)

Krafft Dragoon Regiment No. 11 (5 sqds)

(part)Katte Dragoon Regiment No. 4 (2 sqds)
l[/2 ; udni tz Horse Artillery Battery No. 14 (3x4pdrs)
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Fig. 42 >n; inued!

Detached Div sion: Generaileut:na von Holtzendort: (near the village of Dornberg)(made of units from Reserve Division*)
Infantry Brigade(center): Generalmajor von Sanitz

Grenadier Battalion Borke No. 28/50 (1 bn)
Volunteer Battalion Lessel (1 bn)
Grenadier Battalion von Losthin No. 38 49 (1 bn)
Grenadier Battalion Dohna No. 40/43 (1 bn)
Schulenburg 12pdr Foot Battery No. 32 (8xl2pdrs)

Cavalry Brigade(right): Generalmajor von Schimmelpfenning
(part)Bila Hussar Regiment No. 11 (1 sqd)
Schimmelpfennig Hussar Regiment No. 6 (10 sqds)
(five of these squadrons were positioned beyond Nerkwitz during the battle)Cavalry Brigade(left): Generalmajor von Senf ft
(part)Holtzendorff Cuirassier Regiment No. 9 (3 sqds)Prince Clement Chevauleger Regiment (4 sqds) (Saxon)
(part)Prince John Chevauleger Regiment (2 sqds) (Saxon)
Hahn Horse Battery (7x4pdrs)

ALLIED RIGHT: Grand Duke General von Zeschwitz
2nd Division (Saxons): Generalma-ior Niesemeuschel
1st Bridage: Generalmajor von Burgsdorff

Thummel Infantry Regiment (Saxon) (2 bns)
2 bn/Freidrich August Infantry Regiment (Saxon) (1 bn)
Haussman 8pdr Foot Battery (Saxon) (6x8pdrs)
Ernst 12pdr Foot Battery (Saxon) (6xl2pdrs)

2nd Brigade: Colonel von Nehrhoff
Low Infantry Regiment (Saxon) (2 bns)
Niesemeuschel Infantry Regiment (Saxon) (2 bns)
2nd bn/Bevilaque Infantry Regiment (Saxon) (1 bn)
Bonniot 12pdr Foot Battery (Saxon) (6xl2pdrs,

Cavalry Brigade: Generallieutnant von Zeschwitz II
Kochtisky Cuirassier Regiment (Saxon) (4 sqds)
Mounted Carabinier Regiment (Saxon) (4 sqds)
Polentz Chevauleger Regiment (Saxon) (4 sqds)
Prince Albert Chevauleger Regiment (Saxon) (4 sqds)
Grossman Horse Battery (Saxon)

Light Brigade (detachment): Colonel Boguslawsky
Fusilier Battalion Boguslawsky No. 22 (1 bn)
Two ,Tager companies: Kronheim and Masars
(part)Bila Hussar Regiment No. 11 (4 sqds)
(part)Gettkandt Hussar Regiment No. 1 '2 sqds)

Reserve Brigade: Generalmajor von Dyherrn
Prince Xavier Infantry Regiment (Saxon) (2 bns)
I bn/Kurturst Infantry Regiment (Saxon) (I bn)I bn/ Prince Clemens Infantry Regiment (Saxon) (1 bn)
2 bn/Muffling Musketeer Regiment (1 bn)
Hoyer 4pdr Foot Battery (Saxon) (6x4pdrs)

Reserve Cavalry Brigade: Generalmajor von Trutzschler
(part)The :axon Hussar Regiment (3 sqds)
1/2 Kot-sch Howitzer Battery (3x howitzers)
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4i 12 (continued)

At Cappendort: (trom the old Advance Guard Div*)

Fusilier Battalion Ruhle No. 15 (1 bn)

Fusilier Battalion Rabenau No. 13 (1 bn)

At Erfurt: (from the old Advance Guard Div*)

2 bn/Prince Clement Infantry Regiment (Saxon)(I bn)

At Liebstadt near Ilm River: (from the old Advance Guard Div*)

(part)The Saxon Hussar Regiment (5 sqds)

Other:

Reimann 6pdr Foot Battery (6x6pdrs) (several guns lost at Saalfeld*)

1/2 Gause Horse Battery NO. 2 (4x6pdrs)

1 bn of Volunteers (1 bn)

Detached Corps (or Army), General von Rchel

(exclusive of General Blucher's cavalry, who was with the main army)-

Advance Guard: Generalleutnant von Winnina

Brigade: Generalleutnant von Winning, in person

Tschammer Musketeer Regiment No. 27 (2 bns)

Fusilier Battalion Kaiserling No. 1 (1 bn)

Fusilier Battalion Bila No. 2 (1 bn)

2 J&ger companies:

Pletz Hussar Regiment No. 3 (5 sqds)

Koehler Hussar Regiment No. 7 (5 sqds)

6pdr Foot Battery No. 19 (6x6pdrs)

Neader Horse Battery No. 12 (10x6pdrs)

Brigade: Generalmajor von Wobeser

Fusilier Battalion Ernst No. 19 (1 bn)

1 J&ger company

Wobeser Dragoon Regiment No. 14 (5 sqds)

1/2 Lehmann Horse Battery No. 4 (7x4pdrs)

Coros de Bataille (Division): Duke of Weimar

1st Brigade:

Borstell Grenadier Battalion No. 10/41 (1 bn)

Schenck Musketeer Regiment No. 9 (2 bns)

Winning Musketeer Regiment No. 23 (2 bns)

2nd Brigade:

Hallmann Grenadier Battalion No. 9/44 (1 bn)

Treunfels Musketeer Regiment No. 29 (2 bns)

Strachwitz Musketeer Regiment No. 43 (2 bns)

3rd Brigade:

Wedell Musketeer Regiment No. 10 (2 bns)

Alt-Larisch Musketeer Regiment No. 26 (2 bns)

Tschepe Musketeer Regiment No. 37 (2 bns)

Fusilier Battalion Sobbe No. 18 (1 bn)

r 'valry Brigade:
Bailliodz Cuirassier Regiment No. 5 (5 sqds)

(part)Katte Dragoon Regiment No. 4 (3 sqds)

Kirchfeld Foot Battery No. 16

Schaefer Foot Battery No. 17

Horsr Rat t.ry No. 1
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fig 4 1 enf'h 1 hi A R l Ba t t le-iIna, 14 (Ictober 1806

(from Foucart's L, C npmauwe de Pkusse, >U6 and t he Natziger Collection)

Commnmrier : 'he kmperor N o .;eon I
Chiett t Marshal !+ : ! hbier

ItDerial Guard: Napoleon, in Derson
Infantry of the Guard: Marshal Lefebvre
Brigad : General of Brigade Sonles

1st Chassenrs A Pied Regiment (2 bns)
2nd Chasseurs a Pied Regiment (2 bn;)

Brigade: General of Brigade Hulin
1st Grenadiers A Pied Regiment (2 bns)
2nd Grenadier A Pied Regiment (2 bns)

Brigade: (command vacant)
1st Foot Dragoon Regiment (2 bns)
2nd Foot Dragoon Regiment (2 bns)

Cavalry of the Guard: Marshal Bessieres
Brigade: Colonel Dahlmann

Chasseur a Cheval Regiment (5 sqds)
Mamelukes (1 sqd)
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Detachment: 6/1st Foot Artillery
Detachment: 6th Horse Artillery

IV Corps: Marshal Soult
Division: General of Division St. Hilaire
Brigade: General of Brigade Candres

10th Light Regiment (2 bns)
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Brigade: General of Br igade Vedel
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88th Line Regiment (3 bns)

Artillery: (2x12pdrs,6x8pdrs,2x4pdrs,2 howitzers)
15/5th Foot Artillery Regiment
3/6th Horse Artillery Regiment

Division: General of Division Gazan
Brigade: General of Brigade Graindorge

21st Light Regiment (3 bris)
28th Light Regiment (3 bns)

Brigade: General of Brigade Campana
100th Line Regiment (3 bns)
103rd Line Regiment (3 bns)

Artillery: (2x12pdrs,8x6pdrs, 4x3pdrs, 2 howitzers)
5/1st Foot Artillery Regiment
3/6th Horse Artillery Regiment

Corps Cavalry:
Brigade: General of Brigade Trelliard

9th Hussar Regiment (3 sqds)
10th Hussars Regiment (3 sqds)
21st Chasseurs a Cheval Regiment (3 sqds)
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2/1st Foot Artillery Regiment
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Division: General of Division Marchand
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4/3rd Foot Artillery Regiment
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Division: General of Division Heudelet
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Suddenly, around 6:30 a.m., shouts were heard followed

by several musket discharges. Nervous sentinels and picquets

returned fire, aiming at musket flashes and ghostly figures

looming ahead of them through the fog. Then a cannon shot

rang out, followed by another. This succession of fire

continued until the small skirmish began sounding more like a

major engagement. Prussian troops of Hohenlohe, still in

bivouac around Romstadt, jumped to their feet and began

falling into formation. Cavalry troops prepared their mounts

and began saddling them up. Hohenlohe and his staff listened

keenly as the distant firing continued to increase. It was

beginning to sound much grander than a minor "af faire des

poste."

Prussian cannon fired first that day around 6:30 a.m.9

The Prussian advance of Tauenzien was immediately checked by

the French advance of Lannes, partly in line and partly in

column, with a huge screen of skirmishers to its front. The

division of General Suchet (1770-1826) was on the right,

while the division of General Gazan (1765-1845) was on the

left. All cannon and musket fire at this time was somewhat

random due to the heavy mist, yet casualties continued to

mount.

There was ample cover and concealment for all the light

troops around Closewitz, as both sides continued to expend

round after round on one other. The fight for Litzeroda

9F. Loraine Petre, Napoleon's Conuest of Prussia (London: D.C. Heath
and Company, 1907), 130.



prooeeded similarly. Prussian light infantry had several

successes, but the French, in greater number, soon

pre-:ai.ed as many Prussian units fired off their last

car-ridges .
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Colonel Erichsen's (n.d.) and Colonel Werner's troops

were the first to run out of ammunition. They abandoned

Lutzeroda, along with their supporting artillery (von Bose),

and took up positions to the rear of the new Prussian line,

now forming between Lutzeroda and Closewitz. Closewitz also

fell to the French, as Pelet's light infantry came under fire

from overwhelming numbers. They too were running low on

ammunition and fell back to their caisons with hopes of

replenishing their cartridge boxes. Tauenzien was wounded

during this time but managed to remount and redirect his new

front line into the fray.10

This counterattack was greatly enhanced by the

participation of three reserve Saxon grenadier battalions

(Thiolaz, Lecoq, and Lichtenhayr), initially positioned on

the Dornberg Heights. They had begun moving foward earlier

in the morning, eventually coming into line with the 1

bn/Rechten Infantry Regiment, becoming part of the new front

line after the former had fallen back to the rear.1'

To the left of the Saxon battalions was the 1

bn/Rechten Infantry Regiment (as previously stated), followed

further down the line by the 1 bn/Friedrich August Infantry

Regiment, the 1/2 Herwarth Grenadier Battalion, and the 1/2

Studnitz Artillery Battery. Pelet's light infantry was still

10Nafziger, The Poles and Saxons , 219.
1 tThe Grenadier Battalion Thiolaz was the first battalion to make
contact with the French during this counterattack. Nafziger, Poles and

Saxons, 219.
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further down the line and was moving on Closewitz. Werner 's

troops were advancing toward Lutzeroda while Erichsen's light

troops moved to the west of the village. Von Bose's battery

moved foward again to support Erichsen, this time augmented

by three squadrons of the Gettkandt Hussar Regiment. The

extreme flanks were still unchanged, with the Rosen Fusilier

Battalion holding the Liskauer Valley on the extreme Prussian

right, and the grenadier battalions of Hundt and Metzsch

holding the extreme left.

Lanne's troops, feverishly working to replenish their

cartriges as well as fortify the villages, had little time to

prepare as Tauenzien led forward this violent counterattack.

Fig. 44--Saxon Grenadiers Counterattack the French

(Wolff, Bibliotheque National, Vienna)
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The two sides exchanged fire at a range of 60 paces and

the French were quickly repelled. Both villages were

recaptured and occupied by Werner's and Pelet's light

infantry. Lannes' troops regrouped a short distance away and

prepared to attack again.12

On came Lannes with this second attack, again with the

normal swarm of skirmishers to his front. Gazan briefly

recaptured LQtzeroda while Suchet did the same with

Closewitz; but once again they were pushed back by the

Prusso-Saxon line, which recaptured the villages.

Lannes quickly recovered and brought up new reserves,

including several batteries. These batteries were added to

those already engaged, positioned between the French

battalions. A fierce dual developed shortly between several

of these French batteries on the left and the Saxon battalion

guns to their front. These Saxon guns were positioned in the

intervals between the Saxon battalions and had just

previously started pouring canister shot into the French

ranks. The Tullmar Howitzer Battery also joined this

counter-battery fire, engaging two French batteries to their

front 1 3 .

The next French attack met with much more success than

the former ones. The weakness of the allied line was quickly

12 Ibid., 219.
13The Saxon battalion guns mentioned here were under the command of
Saxon Leautenant of Artillery Silber. Nafziger, Poles and Saxons, 219.
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becoming apparent as the fog began burning away. French

artillery and skirmishers also began having more success at

engaging allied targets. Several Prusso-Saxon ammunition

caissons were destroyed and the two villages (Litzeroda and

Closewitz) were eventually recaptured by the French. Once

again outnumbered Prussian defenders found themselves low on

ammunition and reeling to the rear in order to restock.

Map 15--Battle of Jena, 14 October 1806, around 7 a.m.
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Suchet's left, advancing past Closewitz, ran into the

1 bn/Rechten and 1 bn/Friederich August Regiments (under

Colonel Winter),14 pushing these two back onto the Zweiffel

Regiment, which at that time was regrouping to the rear of

the village along with Pelet's and Herwarth's troops. A well

placed French artillery shot later destroyed one of the

Friederich August ammunition caisons, further adding to the

Prussian troubles.

Zweiffel, Pelet, and Herwarth endeavored to attack the

rear of the French division via the Closewitz Woods. But

Suchet was quick to answer this noble attempt by swinging his

reserve brigade (General Vedel, n.d.), around to the right,

at a right angle from the rest of the division. The flanking

Prussians were eventually halted and began withdrawing under

overwhelming odds .15

As Lannes' corps continued pushing forward between the

two villages, Napoleon became aware of a gap forming to the

left of Gazan's division. This was caused by the gradual

slope of the ground around Closewitz which, obscured by the

fog, led the infantry of Lannes to gravitate to far to their

right. Napoleon filled this gap with a twenty-five-gun

battery, drawn partly from the Guard, partly from Lannes, and

partly from Augereau.16

14He was commander of the Saxon von Rechten Infantry Regiment. Being
that the regiment's two battalions were separated, he was appointed
temporary commander of both the 1 bn/Rechten Infantry Regiment and the 1
bn/Friedrich August Infantry Regiment (also Saxon).
15Petre, Napoleon's Conauest, 133.
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Fig. 45--Lannes French Corps Attacks North from Jena (Fort, Muse de 1'Arme)

During these movements, the corps of Soult (on Lannes'

right) and Augereau (on his left) had been mounting the steep

slopes with their leading divisions. Marshal Soult, with St.

Hilaire's (1766-1809) division in the lead, had started from

the Jena-Lobstedt road and had advanced on a minor road

toward the Closewitz Woods, marching in platoon columns.

After a brief halt to allow the artillery to catch up, the

division continued towards the treeline. As they reached the

woods, the first brigade (Candre, n.d.) moved to the right,

while the second brigade (Ware, n.d.) continued forward.

Both columns crossed a minor road, then ran into Jger fire

16Fourteen of these were from the Guard; Lannes' corps gave four; and
Augereau's corps gave seven. Petre, Naoleon's Conauest, 133; Foucart,
CamDaign de Prusse, 665.
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from both Pelet and Valentini. After dispersing these Jagers

with their own light infantry, the first brigade continued

forward to the right of the village, while the second brigade

continued their advance on Closewitz. Both succeeded in

pushing back all Prussian defenders to their front. The

corps cavalry (General Margaron, 1765-1824) was still further

out, near the road leading from Zwatzen to Rdigen. They were

on a direct course for the town of Rdigen.17

At the same time, Augereau's leading division, under

General Desjardin (n.d.), was advancing from Jena using the

Jena-Weimar road. The first brigade was in the lead, turning

right at a small road leading to Cospeda and mounting the

slope, with advance units of the corps cavalry screening

their front. They were followed closely behind by the second

brigade and the remainder of the division's artillery and

cavalry behind them. After passing through Cospeda, the

first brigade performed a half left turn and moved towards

the Isserstadt Woods. The 16th Light Regiment positioned

itself on the left while the 14th Line Regiment took position

on the right. The time was nearing 8:30 a.m.1 8

Hohenlohe, who had at first refused to believe the

severity of the attack he was hearing from the direction of

Jena, was now receiving message after message from Tauenzein

describing the intensity of the attack in which he was

engaged. Hohenlohe's first division, under General Grawert

17 Ibid., 131.
18Ibid., 131.
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(n.d.), had already moved to a new position facing the sound

of the fighting. Hohenlohe finally realized the severity of

the French attack and knew that a great battle was about to

be fought. Considering it his prime duty to secure the flank

and rear of the main Prussian Army marching northwards, he at

once ordered all his forces to the new front line.

Map 16--Battle of Jena, 14 October 1806, around 8:30 a.m.
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He then dispatched messagers towards Weimar to find

General RQchel and give him orders to move towards Jena with

the Detached Corps.1 9  Next he dispatched orders for

Tauenzien to fall back beyond Vierzehnheiligen, under the

cover of the main Prussian cavalry. From there he was to

form a new line, with the mission of supporting his main

body, which began its move on Vierzehnheiligen, while the

Saxon main body moved toward positions on the Jena-Weimar

road. These movements started shortly after 8:30 a.m.

Tauenzien, still deeply engaged with Lannes, had to lead

an orderly withdrawal of a battered force. After informing

his subordinates of the plan, he quickly ordered Tullmar's

Howitzer Battery foward to fire canister shot into the

advancing French, positioning his guns in the intervals of

the withdrawing allied troops. An adjutant was then sent to

the infantry with orders to make room for the cannister fire.

General von Cerrini was leading this withdrawal from

the right wing of the Grenadier Battalion Thiolaz, bringing

order back to its shattered ranks. The other two grenadier

battalions were on Thiolaz's left, somewhat further back.

They withdrew in good order toward the Dornberg Heights in

19This first message reached Rachel about 9 a.m. while he was still
encamped at Weimar. He and his staff could overhear the firing from both
battlefields to their front, but remained in Weimar, as ordered, to
await the arrival of the Duke of Weimar's Corps. Receiving Hohenlohe's
order, Rachel rightly decided that he would be carrying out the spirit
of these orders by sending on the troops he had available. Camp was
broken and his advance party left the town shortly before 10 a.m.



compliance with Tauenzien's ordf >make rwom for Tullmar':

Battery. The Thiolaz Grenadier -vuntually reached the other

two battalions and moved into LKhE i d posit ion of the

retiring Lichtenhayr Grenadiers. Ibis resulted in the Lecoq

Grenadiers becoming the right f ?k battalion and somewhat

isolated (a circumstance enhanced by the fog and smoke).

This led to some confusion as well as delay. All three

battalions were intent on retiring toward the Isserstadt

Woods, but in the smoke and confusion found themselves

backing up on the Dornberg slopes. They next found their

direct rear congested with the withdrawing units of

Tauenzien's main body (1 bn/Friederich August, 1 bn/Rechten,

and the Zweiffel). At this point the three Saxon grenadier

battalions had to halt, fully exposed to the intense fire of

the French batteries.

Fig 46--The French Attack the Dornberg Heights

(Swebach, Anne S.K. Brown IMilitary Collection)
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The French pursued the allied battalions aggressively.

As Suchet's leading regiments moved beyond Closewitz, they

found their left flank threatened by these three battalions

of grenadiers, still positioned on the slope of the Dornberg.

Wheeling to the left two battalions of the 34th, Suchet met

the grenadiers in the front while Gazan's right-hand regiment

(the 28th Light) attacked them in the right flank. Both sides

unleashed several furious volleys.2 0

The Lichtenhayr and Thiolaz battalions eventually broke

off the fight. Several of their leaders had identified the

direction to the Isserstadt Woods and promptly began moving

the two battalions in that direction. The Lecoq battalion,

still displaced from the other two battalions, found itself

isolated and running low on ammunition. It sought to join

these other two in the Isserstadt Woods but found that the

French leading units had already crossed the path leading

there and therefore resolved to withdraw along the forest

edge toward the rear. On the way, the Lecoq battalion found

itself further isolated and surrounded by French skirmishers.

Little fire could be returned and it hastely did a half-right

and headed for Vierzehnheiligen, where white-coated infantry

could be seen reforming.

Lieutenant Tullmar's (n.d.) battery of howitzers, in the

meantime, had continued a lively rearguard action to cover

the withdrawal of the Saxon grenadiers. However, the

2 0Petre, Napoleon's Conauest, 133.
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strength of the French advance soon began to overtake this

battery and ammunition began running low. Tullmar's men were

about to join the rest of the retiring Saxons till Tauenzien

rode up and ordered the battery to continue firing, which it

did for a while, though under protest by the men.2 1 Even had

the ammunition not run out the high casualties would have

prevented the unit's continued operation. This left Tullmar

no choice but to limber his guns and retire. Severely

isolated and no longer supported by the Gettkandt Hussars,

Tullmar's equipment was eventually overtaken and captured

while crossing a deep ditch between Krippendorf and Alten-

gonne.

The light troops of Erichsen and Werner were now

regrouping in the Isserstadt Woods and were shortly joined by

the Lichtenhayr and Thiolaz battalions. The Lecoq battalion

was with the 1 bn/Friedrich August Regiment south of

Vierzehnheiligen. The other line troops of Tauentzien were

to the north in and around the village. The Gettkandt

Hussars were located on the extreme north end of the line.

All were moving in the direction of Hohenlohe, whose main

body of cavalry was now arriving at Vierzehnheiligen, to

support Tauenzien's withdrawal. A brief cessation of

activity developed over this part of the battlefield as units

reformed and resupplied. The time was nearing 9:30 a.m.

21At one point, General Tauentzien held a pistol to the Lieutenant's
head and ordered him to remain. Nafziger, Poles and Saxon, 220.



Map 17--Battle of Jena, 14 October 1806, around 9:30 a.m.
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Tauentzien's left flank troops were not as fortunate as

the others. After being ousted from the Zwatzen Woods, Pelet

and Valentin's light troops had moved to the Pfarr Woods,

between Closewitz and Altengonne. The Metzsch and Hundt

grenadier battalions later joined them, taking up positions

to the west of the woods. The Gettkandt Hussar detachment

supported these moves before leaving them to join the rest of

their regiment near Vierzehnheiligen. Vedel's French Brigade

was the first to come in contact with these two grenadier

battalions, while Soult's leading units came in contact with

the light infantry in the woods. The outnumbered Metzsch and

Hundt battalions were quickly overwhelmed and withdrew toward

Hermstadt, to join the rest of their original brigade at

Romstadt. The light infantry encounter in the woods did not

last long either as Soult's men broke off the fight and

marched to their front right. There they had a bigger threat

developing.

General Holtzendorff, commanding the detached division

near the town of Dornberg, had also heard the increased

sounds of fighting torward Jena that morning. He broke camp

at once and began moving towards the village of ROdigen,

heading straight for the sound of the firing. As the

division neared Nerkwitz, around 9 a.m., he discovered that

Tauentzien's left (on a plain level with Vierzehn-heiligen)

was almost three kilometers (two miles) away from their

present position. Furthermore, French troops of Suchet were
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Map 18--Battle of Jena, 14 October 1806, around 10 a.m.
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interpositioned between the two commands. Holtzendorff was

now faced with a difficult decision, either to cut his way

directly through to the main line or to join it by a

circuitous route via Stobra and Hermstadt. With the

encouragement of his staff, he chose the former.22

The advance from Nerkwitz commenced shortly after 9:30

a.m. and reached a line between Rdigen and Lehesten about

10 a.m. Light infantry detachments were quickly sent out and

ran into French light infantry near the Heiligen and Lah

woods. Holtzendorff's four battalions (Borke, Lessen,

Losthin, and Dohna) were deployed in echelon at two hundred

paces from the right, alligned on Lehesten. The Schulenburg

12-pound Foot Battery and part of the Schimmelpfennig Hussar

Regiment guarded the right flank. The left flank was held by

the Hahn Horse Battery and nine squadrons of cavalry--the

Holtzendorff Cuirassiers Regiment (3 sqds), the Prince

Clement Chevaulegers Regiment (4 sqds), and the Prince John

Chevauleger Regiment (2 sqds). The entire force moved

forward toward the light infantry skirmish to their front.

The Prussian light infantry had notable success at

first, as their French counterparts were pushed out of the

Heiligen Woods towards their reserves in the Lah Woods. Here

the skirmish came to a standstill as both main bodies closed

22 Lieutenant Dietrich later brought him orders from Hohenlohe to attack
on the French flank. These orders were delayed during their delivery
and did not reach Holtzendorff until much later. Petre, Naoleon's
Conquest, 132; and Nafziger, Poles and Saxons, 222.
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in on one another.

St. Hilaire's Frenchmen were somewhat hidden on the

reverse slope south of the woods and surprised many of the

Prussian light troops when they began emerging in strength

out of this dead ground. The light troops fell back on their

parent units as Frenchmen followed close behind. The 10th

Light Regiment was on the far right, debouching from the dead

ground east of the Heiligen Woods, while the other three

regiments (36th, 43rd, and 55th) moved forward in line from

the Lah Woods.

Fig. 47--The French 10th Light Regiment Advances Against Holtzendorff

(Arus, Tranie Collection)

40
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The match had the appearence of being close until Soult's

cavalry brigade, under General Guyot (n.d.), suddenly emerged

from the low ground south of R6digen and descended upon the

flank of the Saxon light cavalry. The Saxons were quickly

scattered and overrun, most being pushed into the ranks of

the Holtzendorf Cuirassiers and the infantry. The whole

Prussian left collapsed into the right, being saved only by

the firmness of the two grenadier battalions on the right

(Borke and Kollin). The French cavalry (8th Hussars and 11th

Chasseurs a Cheval) hacked and cut as many enemy troops as

they could, before themselves becoming overextended and

engaged by the two grenadier battalions on the Prussian

right. The rest of the Prussians rallied behind the Nerkwitz

stream, as the two right flank grenadier battalions gradually

moved back to join them. During all this action, the four

French infantry regiments of St. Hilaire kept up the

pressure, moving forward until they reached the line

previously occupied by Holtzendorff between Rdigen and

Lehesten.

Holtzendorff now realized that a direct route to

Tauntzien was out of the question and resolved on moving

northward to join Tauenzien circuitously through Strobra and

Hermstadt.

Back in the center, Lannes' advance towards

Vierzehnheiligen was eventually checked by masses of Prussian
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and Saxon ('-Va l y as well as a new line of infantry from

Hohenlohe's main body. At one point, Suchet had managed to

push as far as the windmill above Krippendorf and the

outskirts of Vierzehnheiligen, before falling back under

heavy Prussian pressure.

Fig. 48--Hohenlohe's Main Body Moves up Towards Vierzehnheiligen

(Zix, Musee de Versailles)

l9
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About 10:30 a.m. the positions were as follows: Lannes'

two divisions were between Krippendorf and Vierzehnheiligen.

They were somewhat intermingled as they faced the latter

village. On their left was the twenty-five-gun battery,

positioned there by Napoleon himself. Further down the line

was Dejardins' division of Augereau's corps, with Lapisse's

brigade in the lead and Lefranc's brigade behind them a

little to their right. Lapisse had at one point captured

most of the Isserstadt Woods but was driven back some

distance by the Prussian fusiliers who had earlier taken

refuge there. Soult's lead division (St. Hilaire) was still

engaged near Lehesten. Marshal Ney had also appeared on the

battlefield, with an advance guard from his division composed

of light cavalry, voltigiers, and grenadiers.

This advance guard quickly pushed its way between

Napoleon's twenty-five-gun battery and Gazan's left, heading

straight for Steinwehr's Horse Battery to its front. The

advance continued forward until Ney's light cavalry (3rd

Hussars and 10th Chasseurs a Cheval), under General Colbert

(n.d.) came in contact with part of Hohenlohe's cavalry (2

squadrons of the Holtzendorff Cuirrasier Regiment). A sharp

action ensued resulting in the Prussian cavalry falling back

and Steinwehr's battery being captured. The French barely

had time to cut horse teams loose from artillery equipment

when they were counterattacked by fresh Prussian cavalry

(regiments of Henckel and Prittwitz).23

23Foucart, CamDaian de Prusse, 647-48.
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Fig. 49.-Ney's Cavalry attack the Steinwehr Artillery Battery

(Girbal, Hourtoulle Collection)
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Map 19--Battle of Jena, 14 October 1806, around 10:30 a.m.
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Ney's cavalry abandoned the equipment and fell back on

their infantry, now advancing in square. Some of Lannes'

cavalry came to their rescue and helped hault the Prussian

counterattack. Ney now found himself both isolated and

outnumbered.24

Napoleon ordered Lannes to press forward through

Vierzehnheiligen in order to make contact with Ney's force,

while Augereau was ordered to form a second line to Ney's

rear. These moves eventually succeeded in relieving some of

the pressure on Ney but were very short lived.

The crisis of the day had now come, and Hohenlohe was

presented with the opportunity of gaining back much of the

ground lost during the morning. His main body under Grawert

had begun its move toward Vierzehnheiligen earlier that

morning and had begun deploying in front of the village after

10:30 a.m. Hohenlohe had also sent the Saxon division of

Niesemeuschel down to guard the Jena-Weimar road.

As Grawert's infantry arrived, the Prussian cavalry

extended the line north and south of Vierzehnheiligen. The

three dragoon regiments of Prittwitz, Krafft, and Katte

extended north, joining the regrouped Gettkandt Hussars on

the left flank. They were supported by the 1/2 Studnitz

24General Bonnal tries to show that Napoleon never intended to carry

the battle beyond the point of securing adequate space for the

deployment of the rest of his army. He argues that Ney's rash actioned

forced Napoleon to continue the battle. General Bonnal, La Manoeuvre

d'Iena (Paris: R. Chapelot et Compagne, 1904), 424,430.
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Horse Battery. South of the village moved two squadrons of

the Holtzendorff Cuirassiers and four squadrons of the

Henckel Cuirassier Regiment. They were positioned near the

Hltzen Woods. Behind them was Tauentzien's rear brigade,

which had been left there during the early morning fighting.

General Cerrini took command of this brigade soon after

completing the withdrawal of Tauentzien's Saxon grenadiers.

Further to their right, near Isserstadt were six squadrons of

Saxon chevaulegers. Behind them was the rest of the Saxon

cavalry under General von Zeschwitz II (n.d.).2 5

Grawert's infantry division consisted of two grenadier

battalions (Sack and Hahn) on the right of the line, followed

down the line by four musketeer regiments (Hohenlohe, Sanitz,

Zastrow, and Grawert). A small detachment, under Colonel

Kollin (n.d.), was sent to the far left flank to guard that

vulnerable area. It consisted of the 1/2 Grenadier Battalion

Kollin, one squadron of the Prince John Chevauleger Regiment

(Saxon), and the 1/2 Gause Horse Artillery Battery.

To the rear of Grawert's infantry advanced von Dyherrn's

Reserve Brigade, consisting of five battalions of infantry

(the Xavier Infantry Regiment, 1 bn/Kurfirst Infantry

Regiment, 1 bn/Clemens Infantry Regiment, and the

2 bn/Muffling Musketeer Regiment). They were supported by

three squadrons of the Saxon Hussar Regiment as well as the

1/2 Kotsch Howitzer Battery.2 6

2 5This was the brother of the Grand Duke von Zeschwitz, who commanded

the whole of the Saxon forces at Jena.
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Hohenlohe now dispatched a second message to Rachel,

this time informing him that the battle was going well and

that he was winning on all fronts. Rachel received the

message sometime after 11 a.m. while passing through

Umperstadt at the head of his force. This message came as a

releif to Rachel and he answered, "It is well, I am coming in

all haste." He then deployed his units into platoon columns

and threw out flank guards, directing his advance on the

distant village of Cappellendorf.27

Hohenlohe's assault commenced shortly after 11 a.m. He

and his staff had every reason to believe that their attack

was going well as the smartly alligned Prussian infantry came

across those units of Lannes who had pushed beyond

Vierzehnheiligen. Several well disciplined volleys were

unleashed, sending the French scuttling back through the

village in some disarray. The excited Prussian soldiers

marched irresistibly forward, officers shouting: "Avenge

Saalfeld! Avenge Prince Louis-Ferdinand! "28

Prussian Jagers and light infantry detachments were sent

foward to harrass the retiring French, but were quickly

halted by French light infantry, who were well hidden in

buildings and hedges. The French were reinforced by elements

26The Saxon Hussar detachment was commanded by first Lieutenant von

Ende (n.d.). The rest of the Hussars were in Liebstadt, near the Ilm

River, and took no part in either battle. Nafziger, Poles and Saxons,

222.

27 Petre, Napoleon's Conauest, 133.
28Chandler, Jena, 60.
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of the 21st Light Regiment, and the Prussian skirmishers had

to fall back on their main line to regroup and gather more

ammunition. The Prussian main line then unleashed several

volleys, this time doing little damage to the well-concealed

French light infantry and skirmishers around Vierzehn-

heiligen.

Map 20--Battle of Jena, 14 October 1806, around 11 a.m.
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The time was nearing 1: 3{) a .m. and the village of

Vierzehnheiligen was quickly becoming an inferno as howitzer

fire from both sides ripped through the buildings, igniting

anything that would burn.

Dyherrn's Reserve Brigade now reached the main line and

was positioned south of Grawert's line on the right of the

Hohenlohe Musketeer Regiment. The 1/2 Kotsch Howitzer

Battery followed them up and promptly succeeded in destroying

several French ammunition caissons causing heavy French

casualties. Cerrini's new reserve brigade also moved up and

positioned itself behind Dyherrn's men. Tauenzien's division

continued holding the rear line between the two Romstadt

villages, in support of the main line.

Fig. 50--Vierzehnheiligen During the Battle of Jena (Unknown, Fesser Collection)
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The fight for the Isserstadt Woods was quickly becoming

a quagmire for both sides. Jean Barres (n.d.), a soldier in

Napoleon's army was in this area, and reported in his

memoirs:

Several times our approach was enough to force

the Prussians and Saxons to abandon the

positions they were defending; but in spite of

this, the struggle was keen, the resistance

desperate; above all in the villages and copse

[Isserstadt Woods].29

It was not until after 11:30 a.m., when the French brigade of

Lapisse received aid from Lefranc's brigade, as well as some

of Marshal Ney's men, that the fighting around Isserstadt

began moving in favor of the French. After a long, hard

fight, the Prussians were expelled from the woods and the

village of Isserstadt was taken.

Augereau's cavalry (7th and 20th Chasseurs a Cheval) led

an uncoordinated charge against the Saxon cavalry to its

front but was quickly pushed back by the Saxon Polentz

Chevauleger Regiment. This cavalry action quickly developed

into a stalemate, and a temporary standoff ensued as neither

side could make any notable gains.

2 9Jean Barres, Memoirs of a French Naoleonic Officer, edited by M.

Barres and translated by B. Miall (1925; reprint, London: Greenhill

Books, 1988), 88.
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Fig. 51--Saxon Cavalry Attack the French Cavalry

(Schorlitz, Stadtmuseum, Jena)

Augereau sent part of his first division (General

Dejardin) south of the village of Isserstadt to confront the

Saxon infantry in that direction.30 This attack met the

Saxons in their left flank and made considerable gains.

Augereau's second division (General Heudelet, n.d.) had also

arrived on the field and began confronting these same Saxons

to its front.3 1

Back at Vierzehnheiligen, Lannes personally led a

counterattack north of the village, causing the Prussian

30Lapisse's brigade.
31Marbot, in his memoirs, recounts that Augereau's second division

received much friendly fire, owing to their uniforms looking so much

like the Prussians. Baron Marbot, The Memoirs of Baron Marbot, Vol 1,

trans. by A. Butler (1891; reprint, London: Greenhill Books, 1988), 232.
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infantry and cavalry in that sector to fall back several

hundred yards and take up defensive positions. Hohenlohe

answered this by ordering some of Zeschwitz II's Saxon

cavalrymen, who had recently positioned themselves in the

center, to come over and join the Prussian cavalry on this

threatened flank. General Zeschwitz sent the Kochtitzky

Cuirassier Regiment and the Prince Albert Chevauleger

Regiment. A combined Prusso-Saxon cavalry counterattack

eventually succeeded in turning Lannes back.

Fig. 52--Prusso-Saxon Cavalry Attack Lannes' Light Infantry

(Rousselot, Musee de l'Armde)



143

A temporary standoff now developed over this part of the

battlefied, much like the one at Isserstadt.

Prussian units in front of Vierzehnheiligen were taking

tremendous casualties from the French artillery and

skirmisher fire from the village. Colmar von der Goltz

reported:

In places the fronts of the companies were

only marked by individual files still loading

and firing, the rest becoming casualties.3 2

Several of Hohenlohe's staff urged an all out assault by

the Prussian cavalry and infantry, while others urged

caution. Hohenlohe hesitated, recalling his original

mission, but eventually replied by sending forward several

delaying attacks hoping to buy more time for Richel. All the

attacks showed initial signs of success but were eventually

forced back. The main body of his force, however, continued

to hold the line between Vierzehnheiligen and Isserstadt,

anxiously awaiting the arrival of Rchel's force.

The Prusso-Saxon commanders in the main line became prime

targets for the reinforced French skirmishers. Several

Prussian units made isolated attempts to oust the French

light infantry from their well hidden positions by sending

foward volunteers to reinforce the Schtzen and J&gers.

32Colmar von der Goltz, Rosbach et Jena (Paris: Berger-Levrault, 1896),

128-9.
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Map 21--Battle of Jena, 14 October 1806, around Noon
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Fig. 53--Prussians Attack French Light Infantrymen in Vierzehnheiligen

(Courcelle, Tranie Collection)

t 1 r* I / ~ *

Fig. 54--Prussian Dragoons Attack French Hussars (Girbal, Tranie Collection)
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Vierzehnheiligen had exchanged hands several times

during the day but eventually became the property of the

French. The deciding factor in the fight for the village was

the light infantry. Colonel von Kalkreuth (n.d.), commander

of the Hohenlohe Musketeer Regiment, reported:

"The Schutzen of the regiment, spurred on by

their commanding officer, prevented the enemy

light troops from pressing foward for a very

long time, despite the fact that the latter

were under better cover from the advantageous

terrain. "33

In other words, the French skirmishers had gained the better

positions and were thus able to repeatedly throw back the

Prussian attackers. Major von Hahn (n.d.), commanding a

grenadier battalion near Vierzehnheiligen, wrote:

"Lieutenant von Zarski, commander of the

battalion's Schutzen, was sent with them

against the bushes nearby, however I soon

noticed that the enemy outnumbered him. He

[von Zarski] did not return to the battalion

with the Schutzen." 3 4

This report also refers to one of the many attempts by

Prussian units to dislodge the French skirmishers from their

well concealed positions, as well as to the high number of

officer casualties they were inflicting.

33Hofschroer, Prussian Liaht Infantry, 24.

34Ibid., 25.
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Men from the back rank often had to move foward to fill

the gaps, leaving many companies without file closers (the

sergeants in the back who kept the troops in line). This

loss of file closers, according to Nafziger, resulted in many

units losing the discipline needed to keep their company or

battalion in line. Two or more men would often take it upon

themselves to usher a wounded comrade to the rear and

postpone their return. This did little to pick up steadfast

men's morale or confidence.3 5

Hohenlohe's confidence was also beginning to lessen as

he was notified by his staff of the distant appearance of

strong French reinforcements, including cavalry and artillery

(moving up from the Jena area). These reinforcements reached

the line and extended both French flanks. To the north,

Lannes' right flank was reinforced by Soult's first division

(St. Hilaire), now free from its fight with Holtzendorff.

Soult's second division (Leval, n.d.) was behind them, moving

out of Jena. To the south, Augereau's first division

(Dejardin) was reinforced by the appearance of the second

(Heudelet). In the center, one of Lannes' brigades (Vedel)

was sent to the left to aid Augereau in the Isserstadt Woods.

The dragoon and cuirassier divisions under General Klein

(1761-1845) and General d'Hautpol (n.d.), respectively, were

also arriving and moving out of Jena to take up various

35George Nafziger, A Guide to Napoleonic Warfare (West Chester:

Nafziger Publishing, 1994), 53.



148

Map 22--The Battle of Jena, 14 October 1806,around 1 p.m.
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positions along the French line.3 6  Additional artillery

reserves were also arriving, used to fill gaps in the main

French line and to concentrate heavy fire upon particular

points of the Prussian line.

The Saxon forces to the south were continuing to hold

strongly, but communication and visual contact between them

and the Prussian main body were beginning to be hampered by

the advance of Ney and Augereau in the center.

Hohenlohe dispatched his last message to Richel, this

time revealing the dangerous position of the Prusso-Saxon

forces and urging that he join him as quickly as possible.

Ruchel received this message about 1 p.m. near Frankendorf

and continued his march east, toward Capellendorf.

Fully exposed to the effects of the French artillery and

skirmisher fire, the Prussians gallantly held on in front of

Vierzehnheiligen for nearly two hours. Casualties were now

critically high as French reinforcements began closing in on

both flanks. Several Prussian units began wavering and were

only kept in place by the immense exertions of the officers

and sergeants.3 7

36Klein sent one regiment of his first brigade (Fenerolz, n.d.) to the

right flank, one brigade (Lamotte, n.d.) to the left flank, and another

(Picard, n.d.) to the center, along with the rest of the first brigade.

D'Hautpol's leading brigade (Verdieres, n.d.) was sent to the center, as

was his other brigade (St. Sulpice, n.d.), which was still in Jena.

Petre, Napoleon's Concquest, 136.
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On the southern part of the battlefield, General

Zeschwitz and the Saxon forces were holding with greater

difficulty against the attacks of Augereau and Ney. On the

left, between Isserstadt and the Jena-Weimar road was the

brigade of General Burgsdorf (n.d.). Along the same road,

facing Jena, was the brigade of General Nehrhoff (n.d.).

Colonel Boguslawski's (n.d.) brigade held the southern flank.

The brunt of the French attack fell on Boguslawski, who

was eventually forced back on the other two brigades. By 2

p.m., the Saxon infantry were at a position about equidistant

between Isserstadt, Schwabhausen, and Kotschau. Here they

remained for another hour, attacked on all sides and totally

cut off from the Prussians to the north.

Fig. 55--The Saxons at Jena, 1806 (Hallmark, Hallmark Collection)
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37Petre, Napoleon's Conquest, 139 -40 .
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Hohenlohe, in the meantime, could not understand why

Ruchel was taking so long to march down from Weimar. He

desperately needed those 15,000 men to support his already

battered line. What then was he to do when he found his

infantry line outnumbered, outflanked, and holding with ever-

increasing difficulty?

Many of the officers on his staff councelled for a

retreat toward Ruchel, while others, notably Grawert, were

for doggedly holding on. Colonel Massenbach, Hohenlohe's

chief-of-staff, then stepped foward and gave his opinion. To

wait passively in the present position was, in his words,

fatal. The only thing left to be done was to make a supreme

effort with the entire strength of the still powerful

cavalry, supported by the other arms, and drive the enemy

back, gaining more time for Rachel to arrive. 3 8

Hohenlohe ordered several attacks, with Massenbach's

opinion in mind. Massenbach was then sent personnally o

find Rachel and coordinate the latter's movements with those

of the main line. Rachel, in the meantime, had just reached

Capellendorf and had received peremptory orders from the main

army to move in the direction of Auerstadt and support the

army there. Recalling Hohenlohe's last letter, and the

desperate situation he described, Rachel deemed it much too

late for a move towards Auerstadt and decided he would best

38Petre, Napoleon's Conquest, 139.
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help the army by continuing foward to Hohenlohe's line.

Massenbach found Ruchel and updated him on the desperate

situation that the Prusso-Saxon force was facing around the

villages of Vierzehnheiligen and Isserstadt. Upon asking

which direction he could take to be most helpful, Massenbach

replied, "Now only through Capellendorf." 3 9

Ruchel at once began arranging his plan of attack and

sent word to Tauentzien to continue holding the line between

the two Romstadt villages and to support his right flank

during his upcoming advance. The time was near 2 p.m. when

RQchel's corps was ready to advance.

With the steadiness of the parade ground, Richel's

troops started their advance up the hill past Capellendorf

Fig. 56--Rachel Advances Past Capellendorf (Hallmark, Hallmark Collection)
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Map 23--Battle of Jena, 14 October 1806, around 2 p.m.
AV.to M . .. .. ..
IeLt1001. C-a. n- cz -

-m -

(6 "n "-- ea / .4**

u a-Kr.14. .e

-- S"as.t ga .r

Plante

IeU

ObLrnLero

- Sassa,.4h.s4

S 
GossRe 

o '-

w/e~ch = '1s

wood " Ia~eletJ~F At r



154

toward Isserstadt and Vierzehnheiligen. They were deployed

for attack in echelons of two battalions each, with the

center leading. Already they were encountering a large

number of Prussian and Saxon fugitives from the main battle

line. Many were wounded while others were assisting the

wounded or were lost.

Hohenlohe ordered a general withdrawal for his main

forces holding the Vierzehnheiligen-Isserstadt line.

Zeschwitz II's Saxon cavalry covered this withdrawal while

Hohenlohe took post in a square of the Saxon Grenadier

Battalion Winkel.

Hopfner testifies to the fighting quality of this unit

by writing:

One unit remained steady--it was the Saxon
Grenadier Battalion Winkel with whom the
Prince [Hohenlohe] was and who commanded it
personally for a time. In this terrible
moment, when defeat and confusion was
everywhere, this battalion stood like a rock,
withdrawing in full control, with regular pace
and with bands playing. The battalion had
formed an open square and whenever the enemy
came too close they halted to give battle.
Neither the French cavalry, constantly
charging them, or the relentless fire of the
tirailleurs could shake them. As soon as they
had won themselves a respite, they beat
'columns of platoons' and marched off with
bands playing as if they had been on the
parade ground. Whenever the enemy came too
close the drums rolled and the battalion stood
ready to receive them again.4 0

40H6pfner, Der Krieg von 1806 und 1807, Vol 1, 405; Otto von Pivka,
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Fig. 57--Hohenlohe's Troops Begin Falling Back From Vierzehnheiligen

U

Fig. 5 8 --Napoleon Watches from the Dornberg Heights
(Maissonnier, Tranie Collection)

Napoleon's Germanl is, Vol. 3, Saxony. 1806-1815 (London: Osprey
Publishing, 1979), 3.
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Ruc .I , 'lit i I t.i }is I(<iv - . From tihe (fitest- L between

Vierzehnh}. (;; it < i I sserst>It )Iied stream; of French

howitzer i I I., toti rou stmot, ndi musket balls, delivered by

units of I(rl(tnes , Noy, and Auger&,i. No longer was Rchel

just supportingi Hohenlohe's with iawal; he was now advancing

to attack Lannes to his front .4 i

Napoleon now unleashed a large majority of his heavy

cavalry that was on the field. With Marshal Murat in the

lead, the dragoons and cuirassiers of Klein and d'Hautpol,

along with the combined light cavalry of each corps, charged

the Prusso-Saxons all along the line between Vierzehnheiligen

and Isserstadt.

Fig. 59--Murat Leading the Cavalry at Jena (Chartier, Chandler Collection)

V. J. Es it, t 1iiLary Histv y i Atlas to L u N pol"i Wars

(New York: 1Wars
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Map 2 4 --Battle of Jena, 14 October 1806, around 3 p.m.
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On the north flank, Soult's light cavalry and a regiment

of dragoons pushed back Colonel Kollin's detachment and

charged toward Tauentzien's line. In the center, Murat

personnally led thirty sqaudrons against Grawert, Dyherrn,

and Cerrini. Behind them followed d'Hautpoul's second

brigade of cuirassiers. On the southern flank, a brigade of

dragoons swept past the Saxons and headed for Rachel's line,

which was now approaching the rear of the Saxon line.

The dragoon brigade on the southern flank came across

Rachel's line and assaulted it to the front. Rachel's units

unleashed a violent volley that brought the cavalry mass to a

standstill. The dragoons then turned about and charged the

Saxon infantry to their rear, receiving another round of

murderous fire.

Fig. 60--French Dragoons Receive Fire from the Saxons (Kn~tel, Tranie. _ 
Collection)

~',
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General Zeschwitz was in the middle of this isolated

Saxon body. He at first resolved to share the fate of his

troops, who were desperately outnumbered, surrounded, and

faced with sure death or capture. Gathering 300 horesemen,

though, he furiously charged through the French line and cut

his way to Hohlstadt, where his brother, Zeschwitz II, had

rallied the rest of the Saxon cavalry. The two brothers then

moved to support Rachel's corps.4 2

Rachel, meanwhile, was attacked on both flanks by both

Napoleon's cavalry and infantry. Realizing the desperate

state of affairs, he at once halted his units and began

retiring on Weimar, covered by Zeschwitz's cavalry.

Tauentzien and Hohenlohe withdrew towards Ulrichshaben,

while Grawert, now severely wounded, made for Weimar with the

main body of Hohenlohe's infantry. Disorder was growing

every minute. Casualties, especially officers, were

extremely high.

A last major endeavour was made outside of Weimar about

4 p.m. by elements of Rachel's corps and part of the Saxon

cavalry under Zeschwitz. This defense eventually fell back

into Weimar, though it did buy time for the rest of the army

to successfully cross the Ilm River.

4 2Petre, Navoleon' s Conauest, 141-44.
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Map 2 5--Battle of Jena, 14 October 1806, around 4 p.m.
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CHAPTER VI

THE BATTLE OF AUERSTADT

.A
Iv r

Fig. 6 3--Prussian Cavalry Receive Fire from French Squares
(Courcelle, Tranie Collection)

The Battle of Auerstadt occurred the same day as the
Battle of Jena (14 October); the two events were separated by
a distance of about ten miles. Unknown to Napoleon, the main
Prussian Army had been marching north the whole day before,
bypassing Apolda, crossing the Ilm River between Wickerstadt

and Mattstadt, and heading straight for Auerstedt and

'I
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Eckartsberg. Their destination was Freiburg and Halle, where

they expected to join the Duke of Wlrttemberg's reserve corps

of 15,000 men.

This main army had began its march north from the

vicinity of Weimar, at about 10 a.m. on the 13th (the day

before the two big battles). The division under General

Schmettau (n.d.) led this march, followed by those of General

Wartensleben (n.d.) and the Prince of Orange (n.d.). Behind

these were the Reserve Corps' two divisions, commanded by

General Kuhnheim (n.d.) and General Arnim (n.d.),

respectively.1

The fog and the narrow roads caused several delays in

this Prussian march north, leading Brunswick to order the

army, sooner than anticipated, into bivouac in and around the

village of Auerstadt.2

Schmettau's division camped on the hills north of

Auerstadt, while the other four divisions settled for the

night south of the village, the first two between Auerstadt

and Ranstadt, the other two south of Ranstadt.3  By

midnight, all the Prussian infantry were in bivouac. The

troops under General Gebhard von Blucher (1742-1819) were the

last to settle for the night. They did not reach the

Auerstadt area until 2 a.m.4

1Theodore A. Dodge, Napoleon, Vol. 2 (Boston: The Riverside Press,
1904), 395.
2David G. Chandler, The Camains of Napoleon (New York: The Macmillan
Publishing Company, 1965),489
3Dodge, Napoleon, 396.
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Schmettau put one battalion (1 bn/Malschitsky Regiment)

west of Auerstadt in the town of Eckartsberg. He then

established cavalry outposts to the east, in and around

Gernstadt. From here, several reconnaissance parties were

sent forward, with specific orders to capture as many French

prisoners as possible.5

Marshal Davout's III French Corps was camped between

the Saale River and Naumburg, with one battalion (2 bn/85th

Line Regiment) holding the important Saale River crossing at

K'sen.6  Bernadotte's I Corps was just south of Davout,

encamped on the Dornberg-Naumburg road. Several French

reconnaissance parties were sent out that night. They too

had explicit orders to capture enemy prisoners.

Sometime after midnight (early 14 October), several of

these parties ran into one other around Haussenhausen. After

a brief exchange of fire and the capture of several prisoners

by both sides, the two parties broke off the fight and

escorted their captives to their respective commanders.

These prisoners made clear to both parties that there

were large troop concentrations on each side. The Prussians

learned of Davout's positions in and around Naumberg, while

the French learned of Brunswick's concentration of the

Prussian Army around Auerstadt.7  Neither Brunswick nor

4F. Loraine Petre, Napoleon's contest of Prussia. 1806 (London: Arms
and Armour Press, 1907), 150.
5Dodge, Napoleon, 396.

6Ibid., 396.
7Chandler, The CamDaigns, 489-90; Dodge, Napoleon, 396.
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Davout knew exactly what to think of these latest reports,

neither commander making any major adjustments in regard to

them.

Shortly after 3 a.m., Davout received new orders from

Napoleon. Napoleon was planning to attack what he believed

to be the Prussian main body to his front that morning and

wished Davout to move his corps towards Apolda, in an attempt

to attack the Prussians in their left rear flank.8

A further postscript was added to this order, written

by Chief of Staff Berthier for Napoleon, stating:

"If the Duke of Ponte-Corvo [Bernadotte] is
with you, you can march together. The Emperor
hopes, however, that he [Bernadotte] will be
in the position which he has assigned to him

at Dornberg. "9

The ambiguity of this postscript left Bernadotte a free hand

either to stay with Davout or move south toward Dornberg, as

he originally had planned.

Davout strongly urged Bernadotte to stay with him and

support his corps, at one time even offering him command of

both corps, telling him that his departure would be "obeying

8Napoleon believed he was facing the main body of the Prussian Army
and that Davout was only facing a small advance guard. In reality, it
was completely the opposite. General Henry Bonnal, La Manoeuvre d' I4na
(Paris: Chapelot et Compagne, 1904), 406-07; 415-16.

9 The precise meaning of this order caused much controversy after the
battle, one problem being whether or not Davout made a copy of this
order for Bernadotte. The original is lost, though the wording is
preserved in several histories. Dodge, Napoleon, 397.
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to the letter an order that had lost its validity," and had

been "overtaken by events."1 0

Bernadotte's mind was never changed, and he chose to

leave, replying to Davout, "My dear Louis, you have your

judgement. Be kind enough to leave me to mine."1 1

By daybreak, both forces were in motion. Brunswick set

out shortly after 4 a.m. with the intention of securing the

heights of Hassenhausen with Schmettau's division. With his

right flank thus secured, the rest of the Prussian Army would

then file off to the left from Hassenhausen towards Freiberg

and in the process, evade any conflict at the Kosen defile.

Davout's III Corps was also on the move at this time.

His intentions were to take the heights of Hassenhausen, his

reasons being to secure adequate space for the bridge-

crossing and deployment of the rest of his corps across the

Saale River. Unfortunately for Davout, only one squadron of

his cavalry was present, the rest being far to the rear.

By 5:30 a.m., all three brigades of Davout's first

division (General Gudin, 1768-1812) were across the Kosen

bridge and laboring up the pass towards the heights. They

were preceded to their front by one squadron of the 1st

Chasseurs a Cheval Regiment.1 2

10William J. Wood, Leaders and Battles: The Art of Military Leadership
(Novato, CA: The Presidio Press, 1984), 62; Bonnal, La Manoeuvre d'I4na,

421.
11Wood, Leaders and Battles, 62.
12Dodge, Napoleon, 397-98; Petre, Napoleon's Conauest, 153; Louis
Davout, Operations du 36me Corrs, 1806-1807: Rapport du Marechal Davout.
Duc d'Auerst&dt (Paris: Calmann Levy, 1896), 33.
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Fig. 64--The Prussian Order of Ba.tle at Auerstadt, 14 October 1806
(from Lettow-Vorbeck's Der Kriea von 18:6 und 1807 and the Nafziger Collection)

Commander: Charles William Ferdinand, Duke of BrunswickChief of Staff: Colonel David Scharnhorst

Advance Guard Division: Generaimaiors von Oswald and Blfcher
Light Troops: Generalmajor von Oswald

Fusiler Battalion Weimar No. (1 bn)
Fusiler Battalion Kloch No. 8 (1 bn)
Fusiler Battalion Oswald No. 16 (1 bn)
Fusiler Battalion Greiffenberg No. 4 (1 bn)Battery of regimental guns (6x4pdrs)

Cavalry Brigade: Generalmajor von Blcher
Blucher Hussar Regiment No. 8 (10 sqds)Wurttemberg Hussar Regiment No. 4 (10 sqds)
Irwin Dragoon Regiment No. 3 (5 sqds)
Schorlemmer 6pdr Horse Artillery Battery No. 17

1st Division: General Willi. Frederick. Prince of Orange
1st Brigade: Generalmajor von Ltzow

Grenadier Battalion Knebe No. 19/25 (1 bn)M11endorf Musketeer Regiment No. 23 (2 bns)Wartensleben Musketeer Regiment No. 59 (2 bns)
Lehmann 6pdr Foot Battery No. 23 (6x6pdrs)

2nd Brigade: Prince Henry
Grenadier Battalion Rheinbaben No. 23/26 (1 bn)Prince Ferdinand Musketeer Regiment No. 34 (2 bns)Puttkamer Musketeer Regiment No. 36 (2 bns)
Riemer 6pdr Foot Battery No. 4 (6x6pdrs)4th Cavalry Brigade: Lt Colonel Prince William of PrussiaLife Guard Cuirassiers Regiment No. 3 (5 sqds)Life Guard Carabineers Regiment No. 11 (5 sqds)Willmann 4pdr Horse Battery No. 18 (6x4pdrs)

2nd Division: General von Wartesleben
1st Brigade: Generalmajor von Renourd

Grenadier Battalion Alt-Braun No. 3/21 (1 bn)Brunswick-Luneburg Musketeer Regiment No. 21 (2 bns)Prince Louis Ferdinand Musketeer Regiment No. 20 (2 bns)Lange 8pdr Foot Battery No. 36 (6x8pdrs)
2nd Brigade: Generalmajor von Wedell

Grenadier Battalion Hanstein No. 5/20 (1 bn)Renouard Musketeer Regiment No. 3 (2 bns)Kleist Musketeer Regiment No. 5 (2 bns)Wilkins 8pdr Foot Battery No. 1 (6x8pdrs)2nd Cavalry Brigade: Generalmajor von Quitzow
Quitzow Cuirrasier Regiment No. 8 (5 sqds)Reitzenstein Cuirassier Regiment No. 7 (5 sqds)Merkatz 4pdr Horse Artillery Battery No. 19 (6x4pdrs)

3rd Division: General von Schmettau
1st Brigade: Generalmajor Avensleben

Krafft Grenadier Battalion No. 48/59 (1 bn)
Alvesleben Musketeer Regiment No. 33 (2 bns)Prince Henry Musketeer Regiment No. 35 (2 bns)
Rchl 8pdr Foot Battery No. 24 (6x8pdrs)

2nd Brigade: Generalmajor von Schimonsky
Schack Grenadier Battalion No. 37/57 (1 bn)Schimonsky Musketeer Regiment No. 40 (2 bns)2bn/Malschitsky Musketeer Regiment No. 28 (1 bn)(1st bn/Malschitsky left in Eckartsberg)
Stanker 8pdr Foot Battery No. 5 (6x8pdrs)3rd Cavalry Brigade: Generalmajor von Irwing
Queens Dragoons Regiment No.5 (10 sqds)
Graumann Horse Artillery Battery No. 25th Cavalry Brigade: Generalmajor von BntingHeising Cuirassier Regiment No. 8 (5 sqds)
Bnting Cuirassier Regiment No. 12 (5 sqds)
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Fig. 64 (continued)

RESERVE CORPS

Commander: General Count von Kalkreuth

1st Reserve Division: General von Kuhnheim
Brigade: Generalmajor von Hirschfeld

Guard Grenadier Battalion No. 6 (1 bn)
Lifeguard Battalion (1 bn)
Life Guard Musketeer Regiment No. 15 (2 bns)Faber 8pdr Foot Battery No. 4 (3x8pdrs)

Brigade: Generalmajor von Pletz
Rabiel Grenadier Battalion No. 18/27 (1 bn)Prince Augustus Grenadier Regiment No. 1/13 (1 bn)King's Musketeer Regiment No. 18 (2 bns)Alkier Howitzer Battery No. 1 (6 howitzers)1st Cavalry Brigade: Generalmajor von BeerenGuard du Corps Cuirassier Regiment No. 13 (5 sqds)Gendarmes(military police) Regiment No. 10 (5 sqds)Beeren Cuirassier Regiment No. 2 (5 sqds)Scholten 4pdr Horse Battery (6x4pdrs)

2nd Reserve Division: General von Arnim
Brigade: Generalmajor von Zenge

Gaudy Grenadier Battalion No. 24/35 (1 bn)Schlieffen Grenadier Battalion No. 2/11 (1 bn)Hlsen Grenadier Battalion No. 12/34 (1 bn)Zenge Musketeer Regiment No. 24 (2 bns)Von Bychelberg 8pdr Foot Artillery Battery (8x8pdrs)Brigade: Generalmajor von Malschitsky
Osten Grenadier Battalion No. 22/36 (1 bn)2bn/Arnim Musketeer Regiment No. 13 (1 bn)(1st bn/Arnim detached)
Pirch Musketeer Regiment No. 22 (2 bns)
Heiden 8pdr Foot Artillery Battery (8x8pdrs)
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Fig. 65--French Order of Battle at Auerstadt, 14 October 1806
(from Foucart's Camnaian de Prusse. 1806 and the Nafziger Collection)

III Cords: Marshal Davout
Division: General of Division Morand
Brigade: General of Brigade d'Honieres

13th Light Regiment (2 bns)
17th Line Regiment (2 bns)

Brigade: General of Brigade Brouard
30th Line Regiment (2 bns)

Brigade: General of Brigade Debilly
51st Line Regiment (3 bns)
61st Line Regiment (3 bns)

Artillery: (5x8pdrs,2x4pdrs,1 howitzer)
11/7th Foot Artillery Regiment

Division: General of Division Friant
Brigade: General of Brigade Kister

33rd Line Regiment (2 bns)
48th Line Regiment (2 bns)

Brigade: General of Brigade Lochet
108th Line Regiment (2 bns)

Brigade: General of Brigade Grandeau
111th Line Regiment (2 bns)

Artillery: (5x8pdrs,2x4pdrs,1 howitzer)
3/7th Root Artillery Regiment
2/5th Horse Artillery Regiment

Division: General of Division Gudin
Brigade: General of Brigade Petit

12th Line Regiment (2 bns)
21st Line Regiment (3 bns)

Brigade: General of Brigade Gauthier
25th Line Regiment (2 bns)
85th Line Regiment (2 bns)

Artillery: (5x8pdrs,2x4pdrs,1 howitzer)
3/7th Foot Artillery Regiment
2/5th Horse Artillery Regiment

Corps Cavalry:
Brigade: General of Brigade Viallanes

1st Chasseurs & Cheval Regiment (3 sqds)
2nd Chasseurs a Cheval Regiment (3 sqds)
12th Chasseurs & Cheval Regiment (3 sqds)

Corps Artillery Reserve: General of Brigade Hannicque
(6xl2pdrs,8x8pdrs,3 howitzers)
2/7th Foot Artillery Regiment
3/7th Foot Artillery Regiment
15/7th Foot Artillery Regiment
1/5th Horse Artillery Regiment
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The same mist that covered Jena had also descended on

Auerstadt, making it nearly impossible for anyone to see more

than a few yards to their front. Both armies were seriously

hampered by this, but the French, who had started much closer

to the heights of Hassenhausen reached them first. Brunswick

continued his advance, with Blucher and four squadrons of

cavalry to his front as a flying vanguard. Behind Blucher

was Schmettau's division.13

From the heights of Hassenhausen, the French sent

forward a reconnaissance force with orders to capture several

more Prussians and obtain definite news of the enemy's

positions. This French detachment reached Hassenhausen,

encountering no outpost or advanced bodies. From there, they

continued forward.14

Suddenly, around 7 a.m., there was a brisk exchange of

fire near Poppel. A temporary lift in the fog allowed the

French reconnaissance party to realize that they were facing

four squadrons of the Prussian advance guard. General

Blucher, leading this advance guard, promptly charged the

French horsemen and a sharp action ensued. The French were

scattered and fell back on their infantry. Once again the

13Dodge, Napoleon, 398.

14This French reconnaissance force was composed of cavalrymen of the
1st Chasseurs A Cheval Regiment under the direction of Marshal Davout's

aide-de-camp Colonel Burke. Petre, Napoleon's Conquest, 154.
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Map 26--Battle of Auerstadt, 14 October 1806, around 7 a.m
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fog came down and covered the field of battle, obscuring any

further moves.15

Blucher, after routing the French cavalry, pursued them

through Hassenhausen. Beyond the town, several squadrons of

Blucher's cavalry stumbled upon two French infantry regiments

in square which promptly opened fire and routed the surprised

cavalry. 16

These two infantry regiments were the lead elements of

Gudin's division, the 85th Line and 25th Line. Upon seeing

the fleeing French cavalry earlier, Davout had wisely

redirected Gudin's artillery and had ordered the brigade

commander to form his infantry into squares.'7

Blucher, surprised at finding his cavalry receiving

artillery fire, ordered up Schorlemmer's Horse Artillery

Battery to return the fire. Both sides' artillery pieces

were rather ineffective as the fog prevented anything but

loose work. Schorlemmer's cannoneers were mostly

inexperienced and carelessly used up the greater part of

their ammunition. They also unintentionally sent several of

their rounds into the rear of Blucher's troops as they

attacked the French squares.18

The remainder of Gudin's division was also forming

15lbid., 154.

'6The two squadrons that were routed were from the Queen's Dragoon
Regiment (Schmettau's division). Though not originally belonging to
Blucher's brigade, Schmettau and Wartesleben had sent some of their

cavalry out with Blucher's advance guard.

17This commander was General of Brigade Nicolas Hyacinthe Gauthier.

18 Dodge, Napoleon, 398-99.
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squares as a precaution, when suddenly the mist once again

rolled away enough to reveal Blucher's positions. The French

artillery at once redirected its fire on the exposed

Prussians. The point blank f ire rapidly knocked out five

Prussian guns and sent the cavalry and accompanying infantry

back towards Spielberg.19  From there, Blucher reorganized

his cavalry and sent to Brunswick for more cavalry and

artillery, all the while watching Gudin's right flank for any

opportune moment to charge.2 0

Davout ordered Gudin to occupy Hassenhausen without

delay and to push his patrols and skirmishers further out

towards the Liss Stream. Halting there he would regroup and

await the arrival of the other two divisions, which were

quickly approaching from the rear.2 1

General Schmettau, accompanied by both Brunswick and the

king, was deploying into line of battle east of Poppel. The

appearance to his front of such a large body of French, the

countenance of which indicated strong supports to. the rear,

had compelled Schmettau to start deploying into a line of

battle. Prussian Schtzen were then sent foward to push the

French skirmishers back towards Hassenhausen. This they

accomplished with little trouble.

1 9These infantry were from the Krafft Grenadier Battalion, the leading
element of Schmettau's infantry. They naturally fell back on their
division. Pascal Bressonet, Etudes tactiaues sur la campain de 1806
(Paris: Chapelot et Compagnie, 1909), 210 and Croquis No.1.
2 0Chandler, Campaigns, 490.
21Ibid., 490.
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Map 27--Battle of Auerstddt, 14 October 1806, around 8 a.m.
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Blucher, in the meantime, had been reinforced with some

of Wartensleben's cavalry.2 2  As mentioned earlier, he had

reformed his cavalry south of Spielberg and was threatening

the right flank of the French, hoping to keep the main road

open to Freiburg.

About 8 a.m., he noticed French reserves emerging from

the KOsen defile and moving to strengthen Gudin's right.

Seeing that there was no time to lose, Blucher at once

ordered a mass charge with all the cavalry he had, with hopes

of breaking .the French defense by the violence of this

onslaught. Forward went six squadrons of cuirrasiers,

flanked by four squadrons of dragoons and hussars. 2 3 For a

moment it seemed as though he was succeeding, as the opposing

French cavalry gave way. But when the Prussian cavalry

reached the French infantry, they were met by violent fire.

The French infantry were formed in battlion squares, arrayed

in checkerboard fashion which served to safely overlap the

fires of adjacent squares.2 4

An additional foot battery from the artillery reserve

had also been brought up, adding to the deadly fire of the

French infantry upon the Prussian cavalry. Trooper after

trooper was brought down by the fire. The Merkatz Horse

22These were cuirassiers from the Reitzenstein and Quitzow regiments.

The additional artillery was that of the Merkatz Horse Battery, also
from the same brigade as the cuirassiers. Dodge, Napoleon, 155; Petre,

Napoleon's Conauest, 155.
23These squadrons were from the Queen's Dragoon Regiment as well as the
Blucher and Wurttemberg Hussar Regiments.
24Dodge, Napoleon, 155.
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Fig 66--Bldcher's Cavalry Attack Gudin' s Squares (Goubaut, Bibliotheque Raoul et Brunon}
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Fig. 67--Blucher's Horse is Killed from Under Him (Knotel, Tranie Collection)
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Battery tried to support the Prussian attack but could only

get off a couple shots before the squares were obscured by

the Prussian cavalry. Merkatz then found his battery

isolated and assailed by the French cavalry, who promptly

trampled the gunners and captured several of his guns.2 5

The Prussian cavalry regrouped on the west side of the

squares and charged again, this time hoping to catch the

shaken infantry before they could fully regroup and plug

their gaps. This never happened, as Gudin's veterans stood

their ground and unleashed another round of violent fire on

the Prussian cavalry. This time Blucher was unhorsed, and

General Reitzenstein (n.d.), who's regiment was participating

in the attack, was severely wounded. This bruised the heavy

cavalry's morale, and they at once moved beyond the squares

toward Spielberg in order to regroup.26

Blucher, remounted on a bugler's horse, set out at once

to reform the exhausted cavalry, who were now moving farther

west at the appearance of the main body of French cavalry,

arriving on the field. Davout's second division, under

General Friant (1758-1829) was also moving up from the Kcsen

defile, adding to the seriousness of the Prussian situation.

Schmettau, watching all of this from Taugwitz, was advised by

his staff to attack at once.

Unfortunately for Schmettau, Brunswick momentarily

2 5 J. H. Anderson, The Campaign of Jena: 1806 (London: Hugh Rees,

Limited, 1913), 48.
26Petre, NaDoleon's Conauest, 156.
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delayed the attack, hoping to give Wartensleben's division

more time to move up and the morning fog more time to clear.

These few minutes of delay were critical for the French, who

at once reformed their ranks, replinished their cartriges,

and most importantly, added Friant's division to their

defensive line.

Fig. 68--General Friant's Division Advances
(Rousselot, Tranie Collection)

Saba-
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Friant's units came in line to the right of Gudin.

From here they began moving on the village of Spielberg, with

the 48th Line Regiment occupying the town first. Light

infantry detachments were sent forward and six 12-pounders

from the corps artillery reserve were brought up. These were

massed north of Spielberg on a small knoll, and directed

their fire toward the flank of Schmettau's men. Davout saw

the direction of the Prussian advance and realigned Gudin

further northward, resting his left on Hassenhausen. The

85th Line Regiment was detached south of the village, to hold

the extreme French left.2 7

Wartensleben soon came in line with Schmettau and the

attack on Hassenhausen commenced around 9 a.m. Both sides

met with varying fortune. The French skirmishers had

previously pushed foward and taken out many of Schmettau's

officers but were in turn swept back by the Prussian

Schitzen. French crossfire from Spielberg and Hassenhausen

also began dealing Schmettau heavy casualties. Only the

timely arrival of Wartensleben gave them some much needed

relief .28

The two sides met along the Hassenhausen line and

unleashed a series of deadly volleys. Schmettau's advance

was soon checked by Gudin and Friant to his front and the

French cavalry to his left. Volley-fire continued, as the

French 108th Line Regiment moved in on the Prussian left.

27Chandler, Campaigns ,490.
28Petre, Napoleon's Conauest, 157; Bonnal, La Manoeuvre d'Iena, 212.



Map 2 8--Battle of Auerstadt, l October 1806, around 9 a.m.
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Schmettau, riding up and down the line, ushered foward the

2 bn/Malschitsky Regiment to check this threat, which was

soon stopped. Schmettau then rode off to his right flank,

hoping to enhance General Alvensleben's advance on

Hassenhaussen.

Wartensleben's outflanking movement south of the village

found more success. The French 85th Line was completely

overrun and turned into a horde of fugitives, quickly

followed by Prussian cavalry.

Fig. 69--The Irwin Dragoons Attack the French 85th Line

(Kntel, Tranie Collection)
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Lieutenant Colonel von Jagow of the Irwing Dragoons reported:

"Our infantry continued its advance on the
enemy, and the Schitzen of Grenadier Battalion
von Krafft continued to fire into their flank.
Then we came upon them, and their whole left
flank, consisting of four battalions ran back
to Hassenhausen, breaking their formation.
Regiment Irwing cut into the fleeing and
scattering enemy, some of whom threw their
muskets away. The entire plain between
Rehausen and Hassenhausen was filled with
enemy infantry and our dragoons mixed
together; and the consternation of the enemy
was so great that during this fight many
Frenchmen who had thrown their arms away ran
towards our infantry in order to save

themselves. "29

Wartensleben's line was now parallel with the Hassenhaussen-

Kasen road, with his southern flank touching the village.

Davout, seeing his left flank threatened, ordered

Gudin's second line (the 12th and 21st Line Regiments)

towards this sector of the battlefield. As these troops

advanced, Prussian troops attacked and reattacked

Hassenhausen. Never could they completely eject the French

skirmishers from the village walls and hedges. The main

battle line was now beginning to resemble an "L," with

29Peter Hofschroer, Prussian Cavalry of the Napoleonic Wars, Vol. 1,
1792-1807 (London: Osprey Publishing, 1984), 14-15. Hofschroer goes on
to say that if every cavalry attack at Auerstadt had been half as
successful as this one, then there can be little doubt that Davout would
have lost his entire corps.
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Hassenhausen being the hinge.3 0

The Prussians were most unfortunate at this point in

losing many officers. Besides several junior officers, both

Schmettau and Wartensleben were wounded during these series

of attacks, and the intensity of the advance soon began to

wane. French reinforcements arrived and the shaken 85th Line

Regiment was rallied behind Hassenhausen. With the French

situation thus stabilized, a violent counterattack ensued.

The French main line advanced and Hassenhausen was secured.

The Prussians fell back several hundred yards and then

rallied to their standards in preparation for a renewed

attempt.

Seeing the urgency of the situation, the Duke of

Brunswick personally led a battalion of grenadiers on a

bayonet charge toward Hassenhausen.31  Unfortunetly for the

Prussians, a well-aimed shot from a French sharpshooter

brought him down aproximately 100 yards southwest of the

village, wounded through both eyes by the bullet. The

grenadier charge temporarily succeeded but was, in its turn,

repulsed, and a confused free-fight ensued. With loss of any

higher direction, the Prussians came off by far the worst,

and the main battle line began returning to its original

shape.32

Nonetheless, the Prussians kept up their efforts with

3 0Chandler, Campaigns, 490-1.
31 Ibid., 492.
32Brunswick died of this wound on 10 November, near Altona. Petre,
Napoleon's Conquest, 159.



distinguished bravery and little ground was lost. King

Frederick William eventually assumed command himself, and at

one point had his horse shot from under him.

The Prince of Orange's division was now approaching the

main line and in the process, managed to repulse a fierce

flanking attack around Poppel by the French cavalry. The

French cavalry recoiled and returned to its supporting

position to the right of the advancing 108th Line Regiment.

Fig. 70--The Duke of Brunswick is Mortally Wounded at Auerst&dt
(Unknown, Musde de l'Armee)
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Fig. 71--Brunswick Escorted From the Main

(Schorlitz, Stadtmuseum, Jena)
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Fig. 72--King Frederick William III at Auerstadt
(Unknown, Anne S.K. Brown Military Collection)
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Then came the 108th's assault, this time pushing aside

Malschitsky's one battalion and threatning the defenders at

Poppel. With the left of Schmettau's division now being

threatened, Frederick William at once dispatched Orange's

second brigade (under Prince Henry of Prussia, n.d.) to check

the threat. Several volleys were exchanged. The Life Guard

Cuirassier Regiment stopped the French cavalry as the 108th

once again had to fall back.

Fig. 7 3--Orange's Division Approaches the Main Line (Hallmark)

Fig. 74--General Lttzow

and Prince William of

Prussia (Unknown,

Tranie Collection)
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A temporary lull soon developed over the battlefield as

exhausted units began to regroup and replenish their

cartriges. Both sides eagerly awaited the arrival of their

reserves.

The time was now nearing 10 a.m. To the south of the

main Prussian line, Prince William of Prussia (1779-1840) was

collecting the greater part of the Prussian cavalry,

including the remainder of Blucher's command. Along the

line, Orange's division had divided and was distributed to

both flanks of the line--von Litzow's brigade filling the gap

between Wartensleben's two brigades, and Prince Henry's

brigade coming into line on the left of Schmettau.3 3  The

reserve corps under Count von Kalkreuth was still moving up

from the Auerstadt area.3 4

The French also received reinforcements. General

Morand's division made a welcomed appearance around 10:30

a.m. and came into line on the southern flank, to the left of

Gudin.35  In the lead was the 13th Light Infantry Regiment,

personally brought up by Davout and Morand and led in a

violent counterattack against several Prussian units, from

Wartensleben's command, which had forced their way into the

3 3Frederick William has received much criticism from military
historians regarding the dividing of Orange's division. There are many
examples in the Napoleonic Wars of brigades going their own way, and had
the battle ended differently, little probably would have been said of
this.
3 4Petre, Napoleon's Conauest, 159; Bressonet, Etudes tactiaues, 354 and
Croquis No. 3.
350ne battalion, 1 bn/17th Line Regiment, was left at Ksen to guard
the bridge. Petre, Napoleon' s Conuest , 160.
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Map 29--Battle of Auerstadt, 14 October 1806, around 10 aa.
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Fig. 7 5--Davout Personally Leads up Morand's Division

(Girbal, Hourtoulle Collection)
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southern part of Hassenhausen.

The intensity of this attack went in favor of the French

at first, as Kleist's and Wilkens' men fell back on their

supports (namely the Renourd Musketeer Regiment). But just
likw several attacks this day, the intensity soon wore off as
the units found themselves overextended and out of range of
support. Prussian commander von Wedell quickly moved up

Renourd's infantry to attack the 13th's left, while
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grenadiers and skirmishers from Schmettau's right converged

on the 13th's right. Colonel Guyardet of the 13th Line

Regiment saw that his regiment was being surrounded, and

promptly retraced his steps back to the main line, losing

many men in the process.3 6

The rest of Morand's division was General Debilly's

brigade (51st and 61st Line), which made up the first line,

and General Brouard's brigade (17th and 30th Line) forming

the second. This last brigade eventually swung to the south,

extending the French line toward the Saale River as

Wartensleben and Orange threatened to come around this flank.

General Debilly was killed shortly after his arrival.

On the extreme left flank, Morand's second brigade

(General Brouard), noticed the thirty squadrons of Prussian

cavalry massing to his front for an attack. He at once

ordered his battalions into squares and prepared them to

receive cavalry. The other battalions in the division

quickly followed suit as Prince William of Prussia led his

cavalry thundering towards them.

Prussian batteries (Lange and Lehmann) from Wartensleben

and Orange's divisions took this opportunity to pound huge

holes in the packed French squares, before the targets were

finally engulfed by the Prussian cavalry. Davout noted in his

memoirs, "The movement of some regiments was traced on the

ground by the many brave men who had fallen."37

36Petre, Napoleon's Conuest, 160.
37Davout, Operations du 3d Corps, 41.
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Fig 7 6 --Prussian Cavalry Attack the French Squares of Morand
(Gobaut, Bibliotheque Raoul et Brunon)

.af.,

Resounding fire from the French squares unhorsed many

attackers. The cavalry came in unsupported waves as many

commanders failed to coordinate the movements of their units,

each regiment and brigade going its own way. 3 8

3 8This lack of unity of command was one of the main weakness of the
Prussian cavalry in 1806. The cavalry itself was excellent, probably
better than its counterpart, but was tasked out to different divisions
in a way that led to little central authority. The French kept their
heavy cavalry together in reserves, as the Prussians had done under
Frederick the Great, who had much success with his Prussian cavalry.
Hofschroer, Prussian Cavalry, 13.
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Lieutenant von Kroecher I of the Beeren Cuirassier

Regiment reported:

"Two squadrons of the Blucher Hussars were
placed in front of [our] squadron and another
of our regiment so that they could, by means
of a feint, draw the enemy's fire, thereby
leaving the cuirassiers an opportunity to cut
their way in. The French fired a round of
canister which did not cause any disorder;
rather, we continued with our good, orderly
gallop. But then the hussars, instead of
attacking, moved away to the right, thereby
causing [our] squadrons, holding back, to fall
into a trot. Meanwhile the French had been
taking aim--although in the middle of their
square I did see distinct signs of wavering;
but the departure of the hussars, and our
pace, appeared to encourage them. We were not
much more than 100 paces from the square, and
the Major urged the squadron on; and the trot
recommenced, but at that very moment, the
enemy gave us a volley of small arms fire. I
saw clearly that the horses were just as shy
as at the parade previously, and due to the
small arms fire and the consequent whistling
of the many bullets, all turned around as

one."39

Five times the cavalry regrouped and charged. Five times

they were repulsed, with heavy losses. Morand, taking refuge

in one of the French squares, found his casualties lower

during the cavalry attacks than when they were reforming,

for during the cavalry attacks, little or no artillery

39Ibid., 13-14.
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support had advanced with the cavalry and the only fire

directed on the French squares came from the foot batteries

(Lange and Lehmann) with the infantry. From there, these

batteries could only fire while the cavalry was reforming.

Fig 77--Prince William and the King's Cuirassier Regiment

(Knotel, Fesser Collection)

"- 1

Prince William, leading each of these attacks, fell

wounded during the last of these charges, and cavalry morale

dropped quickly. General von Beeren (n.d.) of the 1st

Cavalry Brigade, assumed command and led the cavalry back

k

S

v

t.



194

towards New Sulza to reform.

Wartensleben and Orange's men had watched this whole

spectacle and lost much heart at the cavalry's failure to

crush Morand. Morand, meanwhile, took this opportunity to

unsquare and take his men on the offensive against the

Prussian batteries and infantry to their front. The Prussian

units quickly gave ground, partly due to the previous events

and also because they wanted to stay close to the cavalry,

now positioned on their right rear flank. Furthermore, the

Prussian Guards Brigade was moving up from the direction of

the Sonnenkuppe and Tamselberg Heights to their rear. By

gaining their support and the remnants of the right wing

cavalry, Wartensleben hoped to check the current French

advance. The time was nearing noon.

In the center, Schmettau was still holding the line

against Gudin. But farther north, Friant's division had

managed to get the upper hand on Orange's second brigade

(Prince Henry). Once again it was the French 108th Line

Regiment, led by Colonel Higonet that led the assault around

the Prussian left towards Poppel. This time they were

supported by the 33rd Line Regiment and several batteries.

French cavalry also followed on the right. Poppel was

reached and taken, though a violent counterattack by the

Prussians swept them out. The village was taken and lost

several times that afternoon until the French received

additional reserves and were able to permanently capture it.
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Map 30--Battle of Auerstadt, 14 October 1806, around Noon
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The 48th Line Regiment was marching on the extreme north of

the battlefield, hoping to capture Lissdorf via the wooded

foot of the Speilberg Heights. The Prussian Gendarmes

(military police) Regiment quickly moved to check this

threat.

Enfilade fire from both flanks now began sweeping

through the ranks of the Prussians, namely Schmettau in the

center. He eventually pulled his division back 600-700 yards

with hopes of improving his alignment with Orange and

Wartensleben. Gudin followed and soon made Taugwitz their

next target.

At 12:30 p.m., Frederick William turned the command

over to Field Marshal Mollendorf (n.d.)4 0 and rode off

towards Lissdorf to join General Kalkreuth, who had just

recently arrived with the main Reserve Corps. This corps was

positioned in a line roughly equal to the path of the Liss

Stream, on the right bank. From here the two commanders

began developing new plans.41

Further to the south, the reserve corps' first brigade

(The Guards Brigade) was still advancing along the Sonnekuppe

ridge, nearing the twin villages of Rehehausen and

Sonnendorf. Holding these two villages were the men of

Wartesleben and Orange, where order was getting harder to

40Advisor to Brunswick and the king, as well as temporary chief of
staff in Scharnhorst's absence.

41Petre, Nacoleon's Conauest, 162.
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maintain nd casualties were :nn . The

additional sight of Schmettau' r ,.n: icp:ard did

little t >boost these exhausted m en's maU .

Morand's division now r-acked Ro

Sonnendorf, spurred on by the French elan ansued to

surge. The 51st Line Regiment was on the iGht, Ong in a

position to support the 61st Line Regiment, which ,-s

attacking Rehahausen from the east.

Fig 78--The French Attack Rehehausen at A ue
(Hallmark, Hallmark Collection)

-* .

This French attack quickly succeeded in pushing he

Prussian defenders, but they were repelled I...... th the

arrival t 1-he Prussian Guards . r-igade , unde von

Hirschf. d (n.d. ) . Several nI.es nhe vi 1 
_g need hands

before _y.wre finally F ln ;, nforced

by addi-ional regiments led v arious

attempts b' the Prussian Guard gade tacking
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was soon ended with the command from headquarters to

withdraw. With casualties growing higher and French

skirmishers picking away at their ranks, the Guards Brigade

began falling back toward the rest of the reserve corps.

Frederick William, consulting with Kalkreuth, saw the

dangerous position his army was in. Both flanks were being

turned and the center was receiving fire from their front as

well as enfilade fire from their flanks. He was also

convinced in the course of the battle that he' was facing

Napoleon in person. This is one reason why he refrained from

sending the majority of Kalkreuth's corps forward.4 2

Fig. 79--The Prussians Fall Back Under the Cover of Kalckreuth
(Zix, Mus4e de Versailles)

" +^ , ' . .'rt. " . " ;_-. /
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4 2 Craig, Politics of the Prussian Army, 34.
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Map 31--Battle of Auerstadt, 14 October 1806, around 1:30 p.m.
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Fig. 80--Prussians Fall Back from Gernstadt

(Unknown, Lawson Collection)

The king decided that the best plan of action would be

to fall back towards Apolda, join up with the forces of

Hohenlohe and Rachel, and renew the battle the next day. A

general withdrawal was then ordered, the command of this

movement being given to Kalkreuth.43  All three of the front

divisions (Schmettau, Wartensleben, and Orange) quickly

followed these orders and fell back under the cover of

Kalkreuth's corps. A newly organized cavalry reserve, under

General Blucher, also helped Kalkreuth cover the withdrawal,

4 3Ibid., 495. Mollendorf had recently been wounded; Bressonet, E
tactiques, 357.
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as well as bring Gudin's advance to a halt. Order was still

being maintained, though only by the efforts of exhausted and

exasperated officers and sergeants.4 4

The time was approaching 1:30 p.m. as the full

withdrawal began. Kalkreuth's two divisions and Blucher's

cavalry did a good job in helping the three foward divisions

withdraw relatively intact. But enfilade fire from Friant on

the right and Morand on the left did much damage to

Kalkreuth's troops.

After the front line divisions had withdrawn, Kalkreuth

moved his left-hand division (General von Arnim) to a

position anchored on the heights of the Puck Woods, between

Eckartsberg and Lissdorf. Here they covered the move of the

right-hand division (General von Kuhnheim), all the while

receiving enfilade fire from Friant.4 5

Gudin was now caught in the center and began exchanging

volley fire with Kuhnheim's division, about even with Arnim's

division on the heights. Morand had also come up from the

valley of the Ilm and added to this fire from the flank.

French artillery did well to stay up and support the

infantry, while Vialannes' cavalry helped out as best they

could. These light horsemen had several clashes with

44John Campbell, "Real Victor Ignored," Military History, Collector's

Edition (June 1993): 48.
4 5Petre, Napoleon's Conauest, 162-3.
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Map 32--Battle of Auerstadt, 14 October 1806, around 3 p.m.

wU s

M 
f

,j7W'
* y M 7r , "

'~ iK~APWI 'M E"MM d

r LLL



203

Blcher's cavalry but soon realized that their tattered

brigade could not do much without heavy cavalry support.4 6

By 4:30 p.m. the French were in possession of the

Eckartsberg Heights, and Davout called a general halt to the

advance. One of Davout's aides-de-camp, Colonel Falcon, was

quickly dispatched to Jena with a message for Napoleon,

telling of the III Corps' victory. The light cavalry of

Vialannes continued their advance forward, along with the one

battalion which had guarded the Kosen bridge, but little

damage could be done.

Frederick William joined the divisions of Wartensleben

and Orange near Ranstadt and moved them towards the Ilm River

in the direction of Apolda. Schmettau's division, now

commanded by General Alvensleben, moved behind these

divisions in the direction of Reussdorf and Neustadt.

Kalkreuth's corps headed towards Buttelstadt, while Blucher's

cavalry, the last to withdraw from the battlefield, set a

course for Apolda. The king ordered the army to concentrate

near Weimar on the Ettersberg Heights.4 7

46 Chandler, The Campaigns, 495.

4 7 Ibid., 163.



CHAPTER VII

CONCLUSION

j44

Fig. 81--Brunswick Carried from the Field After the Battle

(Kntel, Haythornwaite Collection)

The campaign of 1806 is divided into two actions. The

first took place between the 8th and 14th of October, the

date of the twin battles of Jena and Auerstadt. The second

took place between the 15th of October and the 8th of

November and is commonly refered to as the "pursuit" period.

This famous strategical pursuit is well known by military
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historians for its speed and relentless nature.

But this last action did not begin immediately after the

two battles and in this respect differs from other Napoleonic

victories. The cessation of activity on the evening of the

14th has caused much curiosity and speculation among

historians. However, judging by circumstances on the evening

of the 14th, this was clearly a good call for the French.

Thus the gunfire died away as darkness set in.1

t, i"

Fig. 82--French Troops Bivouac on the Battlefield (Zix, Musee de Versailles)

1F. L. Petre, Napoleon's Conauest of Prussia (London: The Bodley Head,

1907), 184.
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Fig. 83--Stretcher-bearers Carry off the Wounded (Dighton, Lawson Collection)

|r

The motives for this delay were the uncertainty of

Napoleon's intelligence and the sheer exhaustion of his

soldiers. Napoleon could not account for the Prussian main

body, which he believed he still had to face beyond Jena. By

his estimation, there were another 40-50,000 Prussians, and

any move forward without further intelligence would lead to a

dangerous confrontation somewhere between Weimar and Erfurt.

The French soldiers also needed rest and several hours

to regroup. Knowing nothing of Brunswick's march north the

day before or of Davout's battle at Auerstadt, Napoleon knew

that any sudden news about Davout being defeated would

require a large effort for his already exhausted men in that

direction.2

2Napoleon thought once or twice that he had heard battle sounds coming

from the direction of Auerstadt, though he soon dismissed this as

vie,
4m
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Napoleon's dispositions that night (14-15 October) were

as follows: Murat and his cavalry had pushed as far as the

town of Weimar, the 1st Dragoon Division some three miles

further down the road, toward Erfurt; Ney's corps was

positioned in and around Weimar, with his light cavalry

helping Murat screen the Erfurt road; Augereau's corps was

positioned just east of Weimar, near the Webicht Woods, while

Lannes' corps was situated around Umperstadt; Soult's corps

was positioned east of Urichshalben; two divisions of

Bernadotte were at Apolda, his third division and his

artillery reserves still at Dornberg, and two reserve

brigades of cavalry were north of Apolda. Davout's exhausted

corps was still to the north, near Eckartsberg and Auerstadt.

There he set up bivouac for his victorious corps, sending his

cavalry farther west towards Buttstadt.

On the other side, the Prussians and Saxons used the

night to pull themselves together. Both the king's and

Hohenlohe's armies had received high casualties that day and

were very exhausted. The King was unaware of Hohenlohe's

plight to the south and ordered the main army to retire

towards the Ettersberg Heights, where he would link up with

Hohenlohe's army as mentioned earlier. These heights were

about four miles north of Weimar, near the village of Ulla.

Traveling with Wartensleben and Orange towards Apolda,

the King eventually found the Ilm River crossing leading to

impossible. Ibid., 183.



/, . '"

' 1 v; {r

1'

:,

4

'I

4

Fig. 84--Prussian Troops Retire Towards Buttelsta

(Kn~tel, Haythornwaite Collection)
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that town blocked by Frenchmen of Bernadottes' corps. The

two Prussian divisions halted and began preparing to attack,

when word then reached the king of Hohenlohe's plight to the

south. Unconfirmed reports further indicated that the French

were in possession of Weimar and that Hohenlohe was retiring

towards Erfurt.

The king decided that a straight move towards Weimar was

too risky. Despairing of the situation, he remarked to

Blucher, who had just come up from the direction of
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Auerstadt, "A sorry plight we are in. Perhaps we shall have

to cut our way through." Blucher opposed this idea, as did

several of the other generals present (it was soon rejected).

An alternative plan was adopted, resolved on using a

circuitous route via Buttelstadt. The two divisions with the

king and Blucher's cavalry then turned around and headed out

in the direction of Buttelstadt.

Kalkreuth was already moving towards Buttelstadt when he

was confronted by General Alvesleben, who had assumed command

of Schmettau's division after the latter died at Auerstadt.

Alvesleben was lacking specific orders and asked Kalkreuth

for advice about which direction to go. Kalkreuth informed

the general of the latest plan, recommending several routes,

including Buttelstadt. Alvensleben then set out with his

division towards that town.

Stragglers and abandoned equipment were beginning to

clog the roads more and more every hour. Eventually the

units of Hohenlohe and the king began encountering one

another on the maze of roads north of the Ilm River, adding

to the congestion as well as confusion. Many soldiers had

left their ranks during the delays, hoping to find food

before the march resumed.3  Many never returned or were lost

in the tangle of wagons and soldiers.

The king and his staff eventually realized that a move

towards the Ettersberg Heights was out of the question and

3Most soldiers had discarded their food that morning in order to

lighten their loads. This helps explain why many left to find food

during the halt. Petre, Napoleon's Conquest, 185.
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resolved on rallying the army at Sommerda, some fifteen miles

north of the heights and about :w.elve mile west of Auerstadt.

Tauentzien's division, moving from Ulrichshaben, reached

Buttelstadt shortly after the king and his forces had passed

through the place. Receiving the king's last order (to

concentrate at Sommerda), Tauentzien proceeded to move his

division towards that town. Hohenlohe, reaching Schloss

Vippach (between Buttelstadt and Sommerda) about 9:30 p.m.,

received unconfirmed reports that the enemy was already in

possession of Sommerda. He decided to bypass Sommerda and

move towards Tennstadt, where the roads were less congested

and new information could be gathered on the dispositions of

the enemy. He only had a few units of his original force

with him, a majority of these being cavalry.

Grawert and Massenbach had taken a large part of

Hohenlohe's force and all of Ruchel's corps toward Erfurt.

Both Grawert and Massenbach were severely wounded, the latter

dying shortly thereafter. The Duke of Weimar's detachment,

located at Egstatt (southwest of Erfurt) during the battle,

moved in the direction of Erfurt shortly after receiving news

of the battle's outcome. By the following morning (15

October), this detachment was at the town of Stedten (about

five miles southwest of Erfurt), continuing its move on

Erfurt.

The Saxon cavalry of Zeschwitz II was still in

relatively good order and considerable strength. They turned
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north at Erfurt the night of the 14th and moved in the

direction of Sommerda, reaching it the following morning.

General Cerrini, commanding the remainder of the Saxon

infantry, concluded the allied movements that evening by

moving his force past Buttelstadt and towards the less

congested town of Clleda (four miles northeast of Sommerda).

The majority of the Prusso-Saxon forces began arriving

at Sommerda the next morning (15 October) shortly after 7

a.m. Here the unhappy king was able to call a halt and begin

reorganizing his army. The first part of the campaign was

now over.

Fig. 85--Prussian Troops Move Through Sommerda

(Roechling, Tranie Collection)
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Fig. 86--Inhabitants of Sommerda Help the Wounded

(Roechling, Tranie Collection)

In concluding this account about the 1806 campaign, I

wish to discuss certain misconceptions and exagerations about

Prusso-Saxon weaknesses in order to distinguish between the

realities and myths of the 1806 army.

As pointed out earlier, a number of historians and army

reformers have harshly criticised the Prusso-Saxon Army that

fought at Jena and Auerstadt. Henry Lachouque called the

soldiers "second-rate" and "poorly-trained." He also wrote

that the majority of generals were "in the last stages of

40m



decrepitude."4 J.C.F. Fuller called the army a "museum

piece."5 Clausewitz refered to it as an army that looked

good on the outside but "behind the fine facade all was

mildewed. ,,6

There may be some truth in these statements, but

generally they are misrepresentations, enhanced by the

chaotic conditions of the retreat after Jena and by the

uncontested surrender of several fortresses commanded by

older Prussian generals. Some army reformers (such as

Clausewitz) in the post-Jena period presented their accounts

in an effort to further promote their proposals for change.

Clausewitz also spoke harshly of the line infantry and

the oblique attack order used by them. He claimed that this

formation was Frederican and far beyond its day in

usefulness, ruining Hohenlohe's army "in a way that no army

has ever been ruined." He went on to criticize Tauentzien,

Grawert, and Rtichel for there use of this order, saying that

their use of the outdated formation was "the most downright

stupidity which Methodism ever led." 7

4Henry Lachouque, Napoleon's Battles: A History of His Campaigns,
translated by Roy Monkcom (New York: E. P. Dutton and Company, 1967),

134-35.
5John F. C. Fuller, A Military History of the Western World (New York:
Funk and Wagnalls, 1955), 418.
6Carl von Clausewitz, On War, edited and translated by M. Howard and
P. Paret (1874; reprint, Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1976),

90-1.
7Carl von Clausewitz, On War, Vol. I, translated by J. Graham (1874;
reprint, London: Routledge and Kegan Paul, 1968), 129.
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The oblique order was wide.: used by many Europear

armies at this time. Aside from the Prussians and Saxons,

the British, Hessians, and French made extensive use of the

oblique order. The British 1799 regulations describe it as a

maneuver that prevents the enemy from being certain where an

attack is to be made, and one that can successfully move more

units into line if the attack succeeds. The first units

would strike the enemy first, beginning the process of

breaking up the linear integrity of the enemy. Successive

units would then strike the enemy line as the oblique attack

moved further forward. Any time the attack was repulsed, the

oblique formation would allow the adjacent units to protect

one another during retreat. Flanks of oblique attacks also

covered one another (as opposed to regular linear

formations), and echelon marches during this formation were

also easier to maneuver (having the added benefit of

appearing as a full line from a distance).s

At Jena, Dejardin's division (Augereau's corps) used

the oblique formation. His first brigade made a change of

front using the oblique formation in order to place its right

wing farthest forward. The second brigade copied this move

as the whole division attacked the Isserstadt Woods in this

manner. The attack succeeded quite well as the Prussians

were pushed out. The French 105th Line Regiment also used

8George Nafziger, A Guide to Napoleonic ':arfare: Maneuvers of the

Battery. Battalion, and Brigade During the First Empire as Found in
Contemporary Regulations (West Chester, OH: Nafziger Publishing, 1994),

171-72.
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this oblique formation during its withdrawal from

Vierzehnheiligen, when Prussian cavalry began attacking their

left flank. This formation and the fire it put out

eventually drove off the Prussian cavalry.9

The Prussians also had successes with their oblique

attacks. Grawert's initial advance on Vierzehnheiligen was

in oblique order, and it succeeded in pushing back the French

units that had pushed beyond the village. RQchel's oblique

attack at the end of the battle halted Lannes and Augereau,

though it eventually succumbed to surrounding events beyond

its control. The attacks at Auerstadt went similarly.

General Wartenburg wrote that "the Prussian line, as it

advanced, drove all that it encountered in the open back into

the village [Hassenhausen]."10 As at Jena, the French would

fall back to the Prussian oblique advance, usually taking up

defensive positions in some village or town, where they would

fortify the buildings and walls and force the Prussians to

halt their oblique formation and send out individual units or

Sh(tzen to contend with the well concealed French defenders.

Harsh criticism against the Prusso-Saxon officers and

men also seems exagerated. Dodge wrote "they fought well on

that day," referring to the Prusso-Saxons at Jena and

Auerstadt.11  Chandler said they "demonstrated a steadfast

9Ibid., 143-44.

10General C. Wartenburg, Napoleon.as aGeneral, translated and edited

by Walter Jones (Westport, CN: Greenwood Press, 1971), 298.

11T. A. Dodge, Great Captains: Napoleon, Vol. 2 (Boston: The Riverside

Press, 1904), 338.
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bravery and a fighting quality deserving of commendation."1 2

The common declarations that the officers and men were too

old and near senility are false. Age was not a contributing

factor to the Prusso-Saxon defeat in 1806. Hofschroer says

that the main reason for this misunderstanding in age

differences between the two opposing armies was the

youthfulness of the French Marshalate. Aside from this

unique group of commanders, the French officers below them

were about the same ages as their Prussian counterparts.1 3

Gordan Craig was quick to note that half the senior officers

of Prussia were over 60 and nearing senility.1 4  According to

Hofschr6er, the few Prussian generals or men who were

extremely old or close to senility were only found in various

garrison or fortress towns and played no part in the two

battles. Actions of these few men, who did perform poorly

during the post-Jena pursuit, did contribute greatly to the

common myth of the aged Prussians.1 5

Another common misunderstanding about Prussian officers

and men at Jena and Auerstadt arises from the stark

differences which authors have drawn between those of 1806

and those of 1813. Some historians tend to draw a sharp line

12 David Chandler, Jena 1806, (London: Osprey Publishing, 1993), 86.

13Peter Hofschroer, Prussian Line Infantry, 1792-1815 (London: Osprey

Publishing, 1984),10.

14Gordon Craig, The Politics of the Prussian Army (Oxford: Oxford

University Press, 1955), 26.

15Hofschr6er, Prussian Line Infantry, 10.
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between the two, lamenting the old age and conservatism of

the former and praising the reforming spirit of the latter.

In reality, there was little difference between the 1806

soldiers and the ones of 1813. Most men who served in 1806

served in 1813, and the officers who were captains in 1813

were lieutenants in 1806. Most significant changes and

reforms to the officer corp took more than seven years after

the Napoleonic Wars to noticeably strengthen the fabric of

the army, whose officer corps continued to be dominated by

the nobility.16 Peter Paret says that the number of untitled

officers in the Prussian Army actually went down after Jena

and Auerstadt. The Prussian Jager Regiment, commonly thought

of as the favored unit for bourgeois officers, had 53

untitles officers in 1806 but only 35 in 1827.17

Another common criticism is that Prussian tactics and

equipment were old and deficient. Henry Lachouque wrote that

"The Prussians, retaining the inflexible methods of Frederick

the Great, had a firm belief in their own superiority, but

were no match for the [French] Grand Army."1 8  He also

claimed the Prussians had "the worst muskets in Europe and

that these [the muskets] hindered the use of skirmishers."1 9

16 Ibid., 10-11.

17Peter Paret, Yorck and the Era of Prussian Reform (Princeton:

Princeton University Press, 1966), 269.

18Henery Lachouque and Anne Brown, The Anatomy of Glory (New York:

E. P. Dutton, 1967), 71.

19Lachouque, Napoleon's Battle, 185.
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The one sentence which characterizes Prussian small arms

equipment to many military historians is that hackneyed quote

from Clausewitz that the Prussian musket was "the worst in

Europe." Very few historians have bothered to consider those

few words in the context of the rest of the essay in which

they were written, much less to point out that there was no

such thing as "the" Prussian musket; throughout the period of

Jena and Auerstadt there were several models in use. The

fact is, in terms of performance, reliability, and accuracy,

most of the Prussian small arms were as good as, if not

better than, their contemporaries, and the manufacture and

export of small arms was an established industry in

Prussia.2 0

Fig. 87 Small Arms Equipment used by the Prusso-Saxon Army in 1806

(Lehner, Biblio Verlag, Osnabrueck, Germany)

Fsilier-Gewehr M/1787

Modiikation 1796

2 0Hofschr6er, Prussian Liaht Infantry, 20.
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According to Paret, technological deficiencies in

equipment or muskets did not hinder the Prussians in any way,

especially in the use of skirmishers. He says that the

Prussians had installed new angled butts on their muskets,

increasing the accuracy by a third. This equalled and, in

some cases, even surpassed the French muskets' accurracy

rate.21 Tactics were also not so outdated in 1806 as some

describe. Hofschroer wrote "there is little truth in these

stories of 'inflexible' and 'out-moded' tactics [used] in the

[Prussian] army prior to 1807."22 At no time did Napoleon

underestimate the ability of the Prussian Army. He studied

Prussian strategy and respected it above all others.23

Hofschroer says that of all the misunderstandings and

myths of the Prussian Army, the ones dealing with light

infantry have unfortunetly gained the most acceptance. Most

historians believe that the French Revolution started the

concept of the light infantryman, and that Prussia was forced

reluctantly into adopting light infantry and skirmisher

tactics after the battles of 1806. This is untrue. Peter

Paret says "The Revolution did not invent the skirmisher, it

merely gave him new value in the field."2 4  The fact of the

matter is that the Prussian light infantry branch was founded

21Paret, Yorck and the Era of Reform, 272.

22Peter Hofschroer, Prussian Light Infantry, 1792-1815 (London: Osprey

Publishing, 1984), 3.

23David Chandler, The Campaigns of Naoleon (New York: Macmillan

Publishing Company, 1965), 454.

24Paret, York and the Era of Reform, 244.
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far back during the time of Frederick the Great and continued

to develop from then onwards.
2 5  It is to the early Prussian

founders and not the soldiers of the French Revolution that

the development of the Napoleonic light infantryman owes its

orgin.2 6

Historians sometimes fail to understand what skirmishing

actually involves, and how this type of small-scale warfare

was conducted in 1806. The impression created in this

misunderstanding is one of the "liberated" French light

infantryman or "tirailleur" being an expert in the conduct of

skirmishing warfare, whereas the "oppressed" soldiery of the

Prusso-Saxons of the "ancien regime" was not to be trusted

and had to be kept together in rigid close-order formations

if he was not to desert. What truth there is in this account

is obscured by colorful or romantic exaggeration. In fact

most, if not all, armies at this time used light troops in

skirmishing and open order roles, and the reasons more were

not used were not only social and political, but more

importantly because of restraints in technology.2 7

2 5William Shanahan, Prussian Military Reforms. 1786-1813 (1945;

reprint, New York: AMS Press, 1966), 69; for a history of the Prussian

light infantry evolution and development, see the chapter "Opposing

Armies."

26Hofschr6er, Prussian Light Infantry, 3-4.

27The muzzle-loading smoothbore musket was very cumbersome, slow to

load, and inaccurate when fired. It could only inflict significant

casualties when concentrated in large numbers. Rifled weapons were

still few and required much more time to load.
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Skirmishing was a complex matter. It required a good deal

more than a swarm of wildly firing individuals, namely well-

trained troops fighting in a highly organized fashion.2 8

The Prusso-Saxon light infantry received some of the

best training in Europe and used drill regulations well

adapted to skirmishing and open order formations. William

Shanahan says these troops were among the best trained of

their type in Europe.2 9  Peter Paret writes that the drill

regulations for light infantry had ample coverage for

skirmishing roles and were updated regularly.3 0  The French

use of light infantry in the Revolutionary Wars and the

Italian Wars were also highly studied by the Prussian

commanders. The greatest update to Prussian light infantry

tactics due to these studies was the use of the "third

rank." 3 1  Use of this third rank was found to be the best way

to counter the effects of the French skirmishers, and

Prussian units made extensive use of this during the two

battles, most giving a good account of themselves.3 2

The post-Jena reformers did place more emphasis on the

2 8Hofschr6er, PrussianLightInfantry, 10-16.
29Shanahan, Prussian Military Reforms, 78.

30Paret, York and the Era of Reform, 60, 126.

31As discussed before, this was the use of regular line infantry to

augment the light infantry formations by either placing all or part of

the line unit in open order, or sending men from the back rank to join

the skirmishers.

32Nafziger, Guide to Napoleonic Warfare, 31-33; Hofschroer, Prussian

Light Infantry, 10-12. Various passages dealing with the use of the

third rank appear throughout the chapters covering major battles.
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role and function of the light infantry, and, theoretically

at least, all soldiers were trained to operate in skirmish

order. However, as was the case in 1806, the J&gers,

fusiliers, and the third-rankers continued to be the mainstay

of the skirmish line and outpost actions. The evolution and

use of light infantry was not just something that the Prusso-

Saxon Army had to adopt after the events of 1806 but was

rather a long process of historical development.

Superior numbers and experience in warfare was the main

key that gave the French light infantry the advantage they

needed in 1806. This was true not only for the light

infantry but also for the other branches of the army. The

experience gained in the Revolutionary and the Italian Wars

was used by the French to adapt their organizational

structures in 1806, as well as 1805. These adaptations

resulted in numerous self-supporting corps and a rather large

number of reserve artillery and cavalry detachments. Leading

these organizational changes was Napoleon himself, an

undisputed master at military organization and reform.

Superiority in numbers also gave Napoleon an advantage.

This is best exemplified by Napoleon's massing of 96,000 men

on the field of Jena by the afternoon of the battle. The

54,000 Frenchmen actually engaged were more than enough to

defeat Hohenlohe's and Rachel's combined force of 39,000.33

33Chandler, Jena, 34-40.
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The Prusso-Saxon forces, especially those engaged at

Auerst&dt, were highly dispersed. Their aim was not to

engage the French in a pitched battle; on the contrary, their

mission was to avoid battle and move north to join

Wfrttemburg's reserve at Halle and concentrate north of that

point. There may have been more Prussians in the Auerst&dt

area, but the French outnumbered them where they were

engaged. Napoleon was highly fortunate in catching the

Prusso-Saxons in such a dispersed state.

Though Napoleon's military genius is not in question, he

was mistaken numerous times concerning enemy dispositions and

reconnaissance maneuvers in 1806, a fact that is widely

written about by historians. It seems to me that Napoleon's

good fortune and skill weighs more and Prusso-Saxon

weaknesses less in the French victory than many historians

suppose.

Considering the Prusso-Saxon wartime inexperience and

the desperate situation in numbers they were faced with, the

Prusso-Saxon Army of 1806 was a not a bad army and did not

perform badly. There is ample evidence to show that the

Prussian and Saxon troops fought well enough, demonstrating a

steadfast bravery and fighting quality deserving

commendation. Evidence also shows that the military tactics

and the officer corps were not as outdated and overaged as

some historians have claimed. The Prusso-Saxon Army of 1806

was a good army, a force with which to be reckoned.
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APPENDIX A

PRINCIPAL DATES

(1806)

February

July

July

August

August

August.

August

September

September

October

October

October

October

October

October

October

October

October

November

24 Treaty of Sch5nbrunn ratified

12 Dissolution of the Holy Roman Empire

30 Formation of the Confederation of the Rhine

6 Francis II of Austria renounces title to former

7 Berlin declares war

9 Fourth Coalition formed

10 Prusso-Saxon forces mobilize and concentrate

18 Napoleon declares war

19 Napoleon orders concentration of his army

7 Prussian ultimatum reaches Napoleon

8 Campaign officially begins

9 Battle of Schleiz

10 Battle of Saalfeld

11 Prusso-Saxons west of Saale River

12 Prusso-Saxons concentrate on Weimar

13 Prusso-Saxons begin moving north

14 Battles of Jena and Auerat&dt

15 Prusso-Saxons regroup at Sommerda;

French pursuit begins

8 Campaign ends
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APPENDIX B

THE PRUSSO-SAXON ORDER OF BATTLE FOR THE CAMPAIGN OF 1806

Commander-in-Chief(nominai): King Frederick William III of Prussia

Second-in-Command: General Charles William Ferdinand, Duke of Brunswick

Chief of Staff: Colonel Gerhard Johann David von Scharnhorst

MAIN ARMY:

Commanders: Same as above

ADVANCE GUARD: Grand Duke of Saxe-Weimar

Light Division: Generalmaior1 von Rudorff
Brigade: Colonel von Wedell

2/Rudorff (Life) Hussar Regiment No. 2 (5 sqds) @675

Fusiler Battalion Wedell No. 5 (1 bn) @450
Brigade: Colonel von Yorck

1/Rudorff (Life) Hussars Regiment No. 2 (5 sqds) @675

Fussjager Battalion @700

Division: Generalmaior Duke of Brunswick-Oels
Brigade: Colonel von Frankenberg

Kunheim Musketeer Regiment No. 1 (2 bns) @1200

Borcke Musketeer Regiment No. 30 (2 bns) @1200
Brigade: Colonel von Kaminsky

Brunswick-Oels Musketeer Regiment No. 12 (2 bns) @1200

Owstein Musketeer Regiment No. 7 (2 bns) @1200
Artillery:

Thadden 6pdr Foot Battery No. 5 8 guns

Cavalry Brigade: Generalmajor von Pletz
2/Pletz Hussar Regiment No. 3 (5 sqds) @675

King of Bavaria Dragoon Regiment No. 1 (5 sqds) @840

Wegener 6pdr Horse Artillery Battery No. 16 6 guns

1ST LINE: (Brunswick)
1st Division: General William Frederick, Prince of Orange
1st Brigade: Generalmajor von Ltzow

Grenadier Battalion Knebel No. 19/25 (1 bn) @600
Mbllendorf Musketeer Regiment No. 25 (2 bns) @1200
Wartensleben Musketeer Regiment No. 59 (2 bns) @1200

Lehmann 6pdr Foot Battery No. 23 (6x6pdrs) 6 guns

2nd Brigade: Prince Henry
Grenadier Battalion Reinbaben No. 23/26 (1 bn) @600

Prince Ferdinand Musketeer Regiment No. 34 (2 bns) @1200
Puttkamer Musketeer Regiment No. 36 (2 bns) @1200

Riemer 6pdr Foot Battery No. 4 (6x6pdrs) 6 guns

Light Brigade: Generalmajor von Oswald
Fusilier Battalion Oswald No. 16 (1 bn) @450

1st half of Wurttemberg Hussar Regiment No. 4 (5 sqds) @675
4th Cavalry Brigade: Lt Colonel Prince William of Prussia

Life Guard Cuirassiers Regiment No. 3 (5 sqds) @840
Life Guard Carabineers Regiment No. 11 (5 sqds) @840
Willmann 4pdr Horse Battery No. 18 (6x4pdrs) 6 guns

1See Note (at end of appendix) on German Translations for an

explanation of this spelling.
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2nd Division: General von Wartesleben

1st Brigade: Generalmajor von Renourd

Grenadier Battalion Alt-Braun No. 3/21 (1 bn) @600

Brunswick-Luneburg Musketeer Regiment No. 21 (2 bns) @1200

Prince Louis Ferdinand Musketeer Regiment No. 20 (2 bns) @1200

Lange 8pdr Foot Battery No. 36 (6x8pdrs) 6 guns

2nd Brigade: Generalmajor von Wedell

Grenadier Battalion Hanstein No. 5/20 (1 bn) @600

Renouard Musketeer Regiment No. 3 (2 bns) @1200

Kleist Musketeer Regiment No. 5 (2 bns) @1200

Wilkins 8pdr Foot Battery No. 1 (6x8pdrs) 6 guns

Light Brigade: Colonel von Kloch

Fusilier Battalion Kloch No. 8 (1 bn) @450

Irwin Dragoon Regiment No. 3 (5 sqds) @840

2nd Cavalry Brigade: Generalmajor von Quitzow

Quitzow Cuirrasier Regiment No. 8 (5 sqds) @840

Reitzenstein Cuirassier Regiment No. 7 (5 sqds) @840

Merkatz 4pdr Horse Artillery Battery No. 19 (6x4pdrs) 6 guns

3rd Division: General von Schmettau

1st Brigade: Generalmajor Alvensleben

Krafft Grenadier Battalion No. 48/59 (1 bn) @600

Alvesleben Musketeer Regiment No. 33 (2 bns) @1200

Prince Henry Musketeer Regiment No. 35 (2 bns) @1200

R6hl 8pdr Foot Battery No. 24 (6x8pdrs) 6 guns

2nd Brigade: Generalmajor von Schimonsky

Schack Grenadier Battalion No. 37/57 (1 bn) @600

Schimonsky Musketeer Regiment No. 40 (2 bns) @1200

Malschitsky Musketeer Regiment No. 28 (2 bns) @1200

Stanker 8pdr Foot Battery No. 5 (6x8pdrs) 6 guns

Light Brigade: Generalmajor von Greiffenberg

Fusilier Battalion Weimar No. (1 bn) @450

Fusilier battalion Greiffenberg No. 4 (1 bn) @450

2nd half of Wurttemberg Hussar Regiment (5 sqds) @675

5th Cavalry Brigade: Generalmajor von Bunting

Heising Cuirassier Regiment No. 8 (5 sqds) @840

Bunting Cuirassier Regiment No. 12 (5 sqds) @840

Schorlemmer 6pdr Horse Artillery Battery No. 17 8 guns
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Reserve Corps:
Commander: General Count von Kalkreuth

1st Reserve Division: General von Kuhnheim
Brigade: Generalmajor von Hirschfeld

Guard Grenadier Battalion No. 6 (1 bn) @600
Lifeguard Battalion (1 bn) @600
Lifeguard Musketeer Regiment No. 15 (2 bns) @1200
Faber 8pdr Foot Battery No. 4 (3x8pdrs) 3 guns

Brigade: Generalmajor von Pletz
Rabiel Grenadier Battalion No. 18/27 (1 bn) @600
Prince Augustus Grenadier Regiment No. 1/13 (1 bn) @600
King's Musketeer Regiment No. 18 (2 bns) @1200
Alkier Howitzer Battery No. 1 (6 howitzers) 6 guns

1st Cavalry Brigade: Generalmajor von Beeren
Guard du Corps Cuirassier Regiment No. 13 (5 sqds) @840
Gendarmes(military police) Regiment No. 10 (5 sqds) @840
Beeren Cuirassier Regiment No. 2 (5 sqds) @840
Scholten 4pdr Horse Battery (6x4pdrs) 6 guns

2nd Reserve Division: General von Arnim
Brigade: Generalmajor von Zenge

Gaudi Grenadier Battalion No. 24/35 (1 bn) @600
Arnim Musketeer Regiment No. 13 (2 bns) @1200
Zenge Musketeer Regiment No. 24 (2 bns) @1200
Heiden 8pdr Foot Artillery Battery (8x8pdrs) 8 guns

Brigade: Generalmajor von Malschitsky
Osten Grenadier Battalion No. 22/36 (1 bn) @600
Hulsen Grenadier Battalion No. 12/34 (1 bn) @600
Schlieffen Grenadier Battalion No. 2/11 (1 bn) @600
Pirch Musketeer Regiment No. 22 (2 bns) @1200
Bychelberg 8pdr Foot Artillery Battery (8x8pdrs) 8 guns

5th Cavalry Brigade: Generalmajor von Irwing
Queen's Dragoon Regiment No. 5 (10 sqds) @1350
Graumann Horse Artillery Battery No. 2 6 guns
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FOWARD ARMY:

Commander: General Frederick Louis, Prince of Hohenlohe-Ingelfingen
Chief of Staff: Colonel Rudolf Massenbach

Advance Guard Division: Generallietnant2 Prince Louis of Prussia
Light Troops: Generalmajor von Schimmelpfennig
Light Troops: Generalmajor von Pelet men;cannons'

2 J&ger companies: Valentin and Masars @360
Fusilier Battalion Pelet No. 14 (1 bn) @450
Fusilier Battalion Ruhle No. 15 (1 bn) @450
Fusilier Battalion Rabenau No. 13 (1 bn) @450
Reimann 6pdr Foot Battery (6x6pdrs) 6 guns

Brigade: Generalmajor von Schimmelpfennig
Schimmelpfennig Hussar Regiment No. 6 (10 sqds) @1340
Gause Horse Battery No. 2 (8x6pdrs) 8 guns

Brigade: Generalmajor von Trutzschler
Saxon Hussar Regiment (8 sqds) @1000

Brigade (Saxon): Generalmajor von Belvilaque
Muffling Musketeer Regiment No. 49 (2 bns) @1200
Prince Clemens Infantry Regiment (Saxon)(2 bns) @1200
Kurfurst Infantry Regiment (Saxon)(2 bns) @1200
Hoyer 4pdr Foot Batteryn (Saxon) (6x4pdrs) 6 guns

RIGHT WING:
1st Division: Generalleutnant von Grawert
1st Brigade: Generalmajor von Muffling**

Grenadier Battalion Hahn No. 29/32 (1 bn) @600
Hohenlohe Musketeer Regiment No. 32 (2 bns) @1200
Sanitz Musketeer Regiment No. 50 (2 bns) @1200
Glasenapp 12pdr Foot Battery No. 7 (6xl2pdrs) 6 guns

2nd Brigade: Generalmajor von Schimonsky
Grenadier Battalion Sack No. 33/47 (1 bn) @600
Zastrow Musketeer Regiment No. 39 (2 bns) @1200
Grawert Musketeer Regiment No. 47 (2 bns) @1200
Wolframsdorf's 12pdr Foot Battery No. 8 (6xl2pdrs) 6 guns

Cavalry: Generalleutnant von Holtzendorff
Brigade: Generalmajor Henkel von Donnersmark

Holtzendorff Cuirassiers No. 9 (5 sqds) @840
Henkel Cuirassier Regiment No. 9 (5 sqds) @840
Krafft Dragoon Regiment No. 11 (5 sqds) @840
Steinwehr Horse Battery No. 9 (6x6pdrs) 6 guns

Light Troops: (attached from Grawert's Division*): Colonel von Erichsen
Fusilier Battalion von Erichsen No. 10 (1 bn) @450
Gettkandt Hussar Regiment No. 11 (10 sqds) @1340
1/2 Studnitz Artillery Battery No 14 (3x4pdrs) 3 guns

2See Note (at end of appendix) on German Translations for an
explanation of this spelling.
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LEFT WING:
2nd Division (Saxons): Grand Duke von Zeschwitz
1st Bridage: Generalmajor von Burgsdorff

Thummel Infantry Regiment (Saxon) (2 bns) @1200
Prince Xavier Infantry Regiment (Saxon)(2 bns) @1200
Friedrich August Infantry Regiment (Saxon)(2 bns) @1200
Haussman 12pdr Foot Battery (Saxon) (6xl2pdrs) 6 guns
Ernst 12pdr Foot Battery (Saxon)(6xl2pdrs) 6 guns

2nd Brigade: Generalmajor von Dyherrn
Low Infantry Regiment (Saxon)(2 bns) @1200
Niesemeuschel Infantry Regiment (Saxon) (2 bns) @1200
2nd bn of Bevilaque Infantry Regiment (Saxon) (1 bn) @600
Bonniot 12pdr Foot Battery (Saxon)(6xl2pdrs) 6 guns

Light Brigade: Generallietnant von Polentz, later Colonel Boguslawsky
Fusilier Battalion Boguslawsky No. 22 (1 bn) @450
Polentz Chevauleger Regiment (Saxon)(4 sqds) @800
1/2 Studnitz Horse Battery No. 14 (3x4pdrs) 3 guns

Cavalry Brigade: Generallieutnant von Kochtisky, later Zeschwitz II
Mounted Carabinier Regiment (Saxon) (4 sqds) @750
Prince Albert Chevauleger Regiment (Saxon)(4 sqds) @800
Kochtisky Cuirassier Regiment (Saxon) (4 sqds) @750
Grossman Horse Battery (Saxon) 10 guns

Reserve Division: Generalleutnant von Prittwitz
Brigade: Generalleutnant von Prittwitz, in person (support of
Tauentzien)

Grenadier Battalion Losthin No. 38/49 (1 bn) @600
Grenadier Battalion Dohna No. 40/43 (1 bn) @600
Grenadier Battalion Borck No. 28/50 (1 bn) @600
1/2 Grenadier Battalion Kollin No. 39 (1/2 bn) @300

Brigade: Generalmajor von Cerrini
Grenadier Battalion Thiolaz (Saxon)(1 bn) @600
Grenadier Battalion Le Coq (Saxon)(1 bn) @600
Grenadier Battalion Lichtenhayr (Saxon) (1 bn) @600
Grenadier Battalion Metzsch (Saxon) (1 bn) @600
Grenadier Battalion Hundt (Saxon) (1 bn) @600
Tullmar Howitzer Battery (8x howitzers) 8 guns

Cavalry Brigade: Generalmajor von Krafft
Prittwitz Dragoon Regiment No. 2 (5 sqds) @840
Prince John Chevauleger Regiment (Saxon)(4 sqds) @800
Hahn Horse Battery (Saxon) (7x4pdrs) 7 guns

Left Flank Corps: Generalmajor Count von Tauentzien
Brigade: Generalmajor von Zweiffel

1/2 Grenadier Battalion Herwarth No. 45 (1/2 bn) @300
Zweiffel Musketeer Regiment No. 45 (2 bns) @1200

Brigade: Generalmajor von Schonberg
Grenadier Battalion Winkel (Saxon) (1 bn) @600
Prince Maximilian Infantry Regiment (Saxon)(2 bns) @1200
Rechten Infantry Regiment (Saxon)(2 bns) @1200
Kotsch Howitzer Battery (Saxon)(6x howitzers) 6 guns

Light Brigade: Generalmajor von Bila, later Colonel Werner
Fusilier Battalion Rosen No. 7 (1 bn) @450
2 J&ger companies: Werner and Kronheim @360
Bila Hussar Regiment No. 11 (5 sqds) @770
Prince Clement Chevauleger Regiment (Saxon)(4 sqds) @840
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DETACHED CORPS (OR ARMY):
Commander: General Ernst Philip von Rtchel
Chief of Staff: General von Phull
Advance Guard: Generalleutnant von Winning
Brigade: Generalleutnant von Winning, in person

Tschammer Musketeer Regiment No. 27 (2 bns) @1200
Fusilier Battalion Kaiserling No. 1 (1 bn) @450
Fusilier Battalion Bila No. 2 (1 bn) @450
2 Jager companies: @360
Pletz Hussar Regiment No. 3 (5 sqds) @771
Koehler Hussar Regiment No. 7 (5 sqds) @771
6pdr Foot Battery No. 19 (6x6pdrs) 6 guns
Neader Horse Battery No. 12 (l0x6pdrs) 10 guns

Brigade: Generalmajor von Wobeser
Fusilier Battalion Ernst No. 19 (1 bn) @450
1 Jager company @180
Wobeser Dragoon Regiment No. 14 (5 sqds) @840
1/2 Lehmann Horse Battery No. 4 (4x4pdrs) 4 guns

Brigade: Generalmajor von Blucher
Blucher Hussar Regiment No. 8 (10 sqds) @1340
1/2 Lehmann Horse Battery No. 4 (3x4pdrs) 3 guns

Corps de Bataille (Division): Duke of Weimar
1st Brigade:

Borstell Grenadier Battalion No. 10/41 (1 bn) @600
Schenck Musketeer Regiment No. 9 (2 bns) @1200
Winning Musketeer Regiment No. 23 (2 bns) @1200

2nd Brigade:

Hallmann Grenadier Battalion No. 9/44 (1 bn) @600
Treunfels Musketeer Regiment No. 29 (2 bns) @1200
Strachwitz Musketeer Regiment No. 43 (2 bns) @1200

3rd Brigade:

Wedell Musketeer Regiment No. 10 (2 bns) @1200
Alt-Larisch Musketeer Regiment No. 26 (2 bns) @1200
Tschepe Musketeer Regiment No. 37 (2 bns) @1200
Fusilier Battalion Sobbe No. 18 (1 bn) @450

Cavalry Brigade:
Bailliodz Cuirassier Regiment No. 5 (5 sqds) @840
Katte Dragoon Regiment No. 4 (5 sqds) @840
Kirchfeld Foot Battery No. 16 8 guns
Schaefer Foot Battery No. 17 8 guns
Horse Battery No. 11 4 guns3

3General Emil von Lettow-Vorbeck, Der Krieg von 1806-07, Vol I
(Berlin: Ernst Siegfried Mittler und Sohn, 1899), 425-27; George
Nafziger, Nafziger Order of Battle Collection, No. 806PXA (West Chester,
OH: Nafziger Publishing, 1987), p. 1-6.
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Note German On Translations

German military terms in this paper have been presented in the

English equivalent for easier recognition. Below is a list of the

German spellings used in many of the sources cited. The English

equivalent used in this paper is given to the right of each term. Words

kept in the original spelling are listed last, followed by an

explanation.

Ranks or titles:
Prinz--Prince

Furst--Prince

Herzog--Duke

Graf--Count

Feld Marshal--Field Marshal
Generalstabschef--Cheif of Staff
Oberst--Colonel

Major--Major

Kapitan--Captain

Oberstleutnant--First Lieutenant
Armee--Army

Korps--Corps, used often for army
Division--Division

Brigade--Brigade

Regiment--Regiment

Bataillon--Battalion

Kompanie--Company

Artillerie--Artillery

Pferd Batterie--Horse Battery
Fuss Batterie--Foot Battery

Generalleutnant--Lieutenant General; kept for clarity
Generalmajor--Major General; kept for clarity
Guard du Corps--Body Guards; left for clarity
Gendarmes--Military Police; clarity
J&ger--Light Infantryman; clarity
Kurfurst--Elector; name of regiment
Schutzen--Skirmishers of the line units; clarity



APPENDIX C

THE FRENCH ORDER OF BATTLE

FOR THE CAMPAIGN OF 1806
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APPENDIX C

The French Order of Battle For the Campaign of 1806

Commander: The Emperor Napoleon I
Chief of Staff: Marshal Berthier

Imperial Guard: Napoleon, in person
Infantry of the Guard: Marshal Lefebvre
Brigade: General of Brigade Soules

1st Chasseurs A Pied Regiment (2 bns)
2nd Chasseurs A Pied Regiment (2 bns)

Brigade: General of Brigade Hulin
1st Grenadiers A Pied Regiment (2 bns)
2nd Grenadier A Pied Regiment (2 bns)

Brigade: (command vacant)
1st Foot Dragoon Regiment (2 bns)
2nd Foot Dragoon Regiment (2 bns)

Cavalry of the Guard: Marshal Bessieres
Brigade: Colonel Dahlmann

Chasseur a Cheval Regiment (5 sqds)
Mamelukes (1 sqd)

Brigade: General of Division Walther
Grenadier A Cheval Regiment (6 sqds)
Gendarmes d'Elite (2 sqds)

Artillery of the Guard: General of Brigade Couin
(20x8pdrs,14x4pdrs, 8 howitzers) 42 guns
Detachment: 2/1st Foot Artillery
Detachment: 6/1st Foot Artillery
Detachment: 6th Horse Artillery

I Corps: Marshal Bernadotte
Division: General of Division Dupont
Brigade: General of Brigade Raouyere

9th Light Regiment (3 bns)
Brigade: General of Brigade Legendre

32nd Line Regiment (2 bns)
96th Line Regiment (2 bns)

Artillery: (2xl2pdrs, 8x6pdrs, 2 howitzers) 12 guns
6/1st Foot Artillery Regiment
11/1st Foot Artillery Regiment
1/2nd Horse Artillery Regiment

Division: General of Division Rivaud
Brigade: General of Brigade Pacthod

8th Light Regiment (2 bns)
Brigade: General of Brigade Maison

45th Line Regiment (2 bns)
54th Line Regiment (2 bns)

Artillery: (4x6pdrs, 4x3pdrs, 2x7pdrs) 10 guns
1/8th Foot Artillery Regiment
2/3rd Horse Artillery Regiment
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Division: General of Division Drouet
Brigade: General of Brigade Frere

27th Light Regiment (2 bns)
Brigade: General of Brigade Werle

94th Line Regiment (2 bns)
95th Line Regiment (3 bns)

Artillery: (8x6pdrs,6x3pdrs,2 howitzers) 16 guns
2/8th Foot Artillery Regiment
3/3rd Horse Artillery Regiment

Corps Cavalry: General of Division Tilly
Brigade: (command vacant)

2nd Hussars Regiment (3 sqds)
4th Hussars Regiment (3 sqds)
5th Chasseurs a Cheval Regiment (3 sqds)

Corps Artillery Reserve: General of Division Ebl6
(6xl2pdrs,6x3pdrs,2 howitzers) 12 guns
6/8th Foot Artillery Regiment
1/3rd Horse Artillery Regiment

III Cores: Marshal Davout
Division: General of Division Morand
Brigade: General of Brigade d'Honieres

13th Light Regiment (2 bns)
17th Line Regiment (2 bns)

Brigade: General of Brigade Brouard
30th Line Regiment (2 bns)

Brigade: General of Brigade Debilly
51st Line Regiment (3 bns)
61st Line Regiment (3 bns)

Artillery: (5x8pdrs,2x4pdrs,1 howitzer)
11/7th Foot Artillery Regiment 13 guns

Division: General of Division Friant
Brigade: General of Brigade Kister

33rd Line Regiment (2 bns)
48th Line Regiment (2 bns)

Brigade: General of Brigade Lochet
108th Line Regiment (2 bns)

Brigade: General of Brigade Grandeau
111th Line Regiment (2 bns)

Artillery: (5x8pdrs,2x4pdrs, 1 howitzer) 8 guns
3/7th Foot Artillery Regiment
2/5th Horse Artillery Regiment

Division: General of Division Gudin
Brigade: General of Brigade Petit

12th Line Regiment (2 bns)
21st Line Regiment (3 bns)

Brigade: General of Brigade Gauthier
25th Line Regiment (2 bns)
85th Line Regiment (2 bns)

Artillery: (5x8pdrs,2x4pdrs,1 howitzer) 8 guns
3/7th Foot Artillery Regiment
2/5th Horse Artillery Regiment
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Corps Cavalry:
Brigade: General of Brigade Viallanes

1st Chasseurs a Cheval Regiment (3 sqds)
2nd Chasseurs a Cheval Regiment (3 sqds)
12th Chasseurs a Cheval Regiment (3 sqds)

Corps Artillery Reserve: General of Brigade Hannicque
(6xl2pdrs,8x8pdrs,3 howitzers) 17 guns
2/7th Foot Artillery Regiment
3/7th Foot Artillery Regiment
15/7th Foot Artillery Regiment
1/5th Horse Artillery Regiment

IV Corps: Marshal Soult
Division: General of Division St. Hilaire
Brigade: General of Brigade Candres

10th Light Regiment (2 bns)
35th Line Regiment (2 bns)

Brigade: General of Brigade Ware
43rd Line Regiment (2 bns)
55th Line Regiment (2 bns)

Artillery: (2xl2pdrs,8x6pdrs,2 howitzers) 12 guns
12/5th Foot Artillery Regiment
17/5th Foot Artillery Regiment

Division: General of Division Leval
Brigade: General of Brigade Schinner

24th Light Regiment (2 bns)
Brigade: General of Brigade Ferrey

4th Line Regiment (2 bns)
28th Line Regiment (2 bns)

Brigade: General of Brigade Vivies
46th Line Regiment (2 bns)
57th Line Regiment (2 bns)

Artillery: (2xl2pdrs,8x6pdrs,2 howitzers) 12 guns
13/5th Foot Artillery Regiment
17/5th Foot Artillery Regiment

Division: General of Division Legrand
Brigade: General of Brigade Ledru

26th Light Regiment (2 bns)
Tiralliers Corses (1 bn)
Tiralliers du Po (1 bn)

Brigade: General of Brigade Levasseur
18th Line Regiment (2 bns)
75th Line Regiment (2 bns)

Artillery: (4xl2pdrs,6x6pdrs,2 howitzers) 12 guns
14/5th Foot Artillery Regiment
17/5th Foot Artillery Regiment
3/5th Horse Artillery Regiment
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Corps Cavalry: (command vacant)
Brigade: General of Brigade Margaron

8th Hussar Regiment (3 sqds)
22nd Chasseurs A Cheval (3 sqds)

Brigade: General of Brigade Guyot
11th Chasseurs A Cheval (3 sqds)
16th Chasseurs A Cheval (3 sqds)

Artillery: (4x8pdrs,2 howitzers) 6 guns
4/5th Horse Artillery Regiment

Corps Artillery Reserve: (command vacant)
(8x6pdrs,2 howitzers) 10 guns
16/5th Foot Artillery Regiment
17/5th Foot Artillery Regiment

V Corps: Marshal Lannes
Division: General of Division Suchet
Brigade: General of Brigade Claparede

17th Light Regiment (3 bns)
Brigade: General of Brigade Reille

34th Line Regiment (3 bns)
40th Line Regiment (3 bns)

Brigade: General of Brigade Vedel
64th Line Regiment (3 bns)
88th Line Regiment (3 bns)

Artillery: (2xl2pdrs, 6x8pdrs, 2x4pdrs, 2 howitzers) 12 guns
15/5th Foot Artillery Regiment
3/6th Horse Artillery Regiment

Division: General of Division Gazan
Brigade: General of Brigade Graindorge

21st Light Regiment (3 bns)
28th Light Regiment (3 bns)

Brigade: General of Brigade Campana
100th Line Regiment (3 bns)
103rd Line Regiment (3 bns)

Artillery: (2xl2pdrs, 8x6pdrs,4x3pdrs,2 howitzers) 16 guns
5/lst Foot Artillery Regiment
3/6th Horse Artillery Regiment

Corps Cavalry:
Brigade: General of Brigade Trelliard

9th Hussar Regiment (3 sqds)
10th Hussars Regiment (3 sqds)
21st Chasseurs a Cheval Regiment (3 sqds)

Corps Reserve Artillery:General of Brigade de Careil
(4x12pdrs,4x6pdrs,2 how.) 10 guns
2/1st Foot Artillery Regiment
3/6th Horse Artillery Regiment



VI Corps: Marshal Nev
Division: General of Division Marchand
Brigade: General of Brigade Vilatte

6th Light Regiment.(2 bns)
39th Line Regiment (2 bns)

Brigade: General of Brigade Roguet
69th Line Regiment (2 bns)
76th Line Regiment (2 bns)

Division: General of Division Gardanne
Brigade: General of Brigade Marcognet

25th Light Regiment (2 bns)
27th Line Regiment (2 bns)

Brigade: General of Brigade Delabassee
50th Line Regiment (2 bns)
59th Line Regiment (2 bns)

Corps Cavalry:
Brigade: General of Brigade Colbert

3rd Hussar Regiment (4 sqds)
10th Chasseurs a Cheval Regiment (4 sqds)

Corps Artillery Reserve: ;including divisional avocations)
(4xl2pdrs,12x8pdrs,4x4pdrs,4 howitzers)
9/1st Foot Artillery Regiment
10/1st Foot Artillery Regiment
11/1st Foot Artillery Regiment
12/1st Foot Artillery Regiment
1/2nd Horse Artillery Regiment
5/2nd Horse Artillery Regiment

VII Corps: Marshal Auaereau
Division: General of Division Desjardins
Brigade: General of Brigade Lapisse

16th Light Regiment (4 bns)
14th Line Regiment (2 bns)

Brigade: General of Brigade Lefranc
44th Light Regiment (3 bns)
105th Line Regiment (3 bns)

Artillery: (2xl2pdrs,4x6pdrs,2 howitzers)
4/3rd Foot Artillery Regiment
2/6th Horse Artillery Regiment

Division: General of Division Heudelet
Brigade: General of Brigade Amey

7th Light Regiment (3 bns)
Brigade: General of Brigade Sarrut

24th Line Regiment (3 bns)
63rd Line Regiment (2 bns)

Brigade: (commander unknown)
Hesse-Darmstadt Fusilier Regiment (2 bns)
3 bn/Nassau Infantry Regiment (1 bn)

Artillery: (2xl2pdrs,4x6pdrs,2 howitzers)

3/3rd Foot Artillery Regiment

2/6th Horse Artillery Regiment
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8 guns

8 guns
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Corps Cavalry:
Brigade: General of Brigade Durosnel

7th Chasseurs a Cheval Regiment (4 sqds)

20th Chasseurs a Cheval Regiment (3 sqds)
Artillery: (4x4pdrs) 4 guns

5/6th Horse Artillery Regiment

Corps Artillery Reserve: (command vacant)
(4xi2pdrs,8x8pdrs,4x4pdrs,4 how.) 16 guns

5/3rd Foot Artillery Regiment

VIII Corps: Marshal Mortier
Division: General of Division Michaud

Brigade: General of Brigade Desenfants

2nd Light Regiment (2 bns)
65th Line Regiment (2 bns)

Brigade: General of Brigade Gency

15th Light Regiment (2 bns)
72nd Line Regiment (2 bns)

Cavalry Brigade: General of brigade Grandjean

2nd Dutch Cavalry Regiment (2 sqds)
Artillery:

1/Dutch Horse Artillery
2/Dutch Horse Artillery

Division: General of Division Dupas
Brigade: General of Brigade Veaux

4th Light Regiment (2 bns)
22nd Line Regiment (2 bns)

1st Italien Line Regiment (2 bns)
Brigade: General of Brigade Boivin

12th Light Regiment (2 bns)

58th Line Regiment (2 bns)

Cavalry Brigade: General of Brigade Ruby

2nd Dutch Hussar Regiment (4 sqds)

Artillery:

1/1st Foot Artillery
Division: General of Division Dumonceau

Brigade: (unknown)
2nd Dutch Chasseur a Pied Regiment (I bn)

3rd Dutch Chasseur a Pied Regiment (1 bn)

2nd Dutch Line Regiment (2 bns)

Brigade: (unknown)
3nd Dutch Line Regiment (2 bns)

7th Dutch Line Regiment (2 bns)
Brigade: (unknown)

3rd Dutch Hussar Regiment (4 sqds)
Artillery:

Dutch Foot Artillery



THE RESERVE CAVALRY: Prince Murat
Heavy Cavalry Corps:

1st Cuirassier Division: General of Division Nansouty
Brigade: General of Brigade Defrance

1st Carabiniers Regiment (4 sqds)

2nd Carabineers Regiment (4 sqds)

Brigade: General of Brigade la Houssaye

2nd Cuirassier Regiment (4 sqds)

9th Cuirassier Regiment (4 sqds)

Brigade: General of Brigade St. Germain

3rd Cuirassier Regiment (4 sqds)

12th Cuirassier Regiment (4 sqds)

Artillery: (2x6pdrs,l howitzer)

4/2nd Light Artillery Regiment (part)

2nd Heavy Cavalry Division: General of Division d'Hautpoul

Brigade: General of Brigade Verdieres

1st Cuirassier Regiment (4 sqds)

5th Cuirassier Regiment (4 sqds)

Brigade: General of Brigade Saint-Sulpice

10th Cuirassier Regiment (4 sqds)

11th Cuirassier Regiment (4 sqds)

Artillery: (2x6pdrs,l howitzer)

4/2nd Light Artillery Regiment (part)

Corps Artillery Reserve: (command vacant)

(4x8pdrs,2x6pdrs,2 howitzers)

3/6th Foot Artillery Regiment

6/2nd Light Artillery Regiment (part)

Dragoon Corps:
1st Dragoon Division: General of Division

Brigade: General of Brigade Fenerolz

1st Dragoon Regiment (3 sqds)

2nd Dragoon Regiment (4 sqds)
Brigade: General of Brigade La Motte

4th Dragoon Regiment (4 sqds)

14th Dragoon Regiment (3 sqds)

Brigade: General of Brigade Picard

20th Dragoon Regiment (3 sqds)

26th Dragoon Regiment (3 sqds)

Artillery: (2x8pdrs,l howitzer)

2/2nd Light Artillery Regiment (part)
2nd Dragoon Division: General of Division
Brigade: General of Brigade Roget

3rd Dragoon Regiment (3 sqds)
6th Dragoon Regiment (3 sqds)

Brigade: General of Brigade Milet
10th Dragoon Regiment (3 sqds)
11th Dragoon Regiment (3 sqds)

Brigade: General of Brigade Boussart
13th Dragoon Regiment (3 sqds)

22nd Dragoon Regiment (3 sqds)
Artillery: (2x8pdrs,1 howitzer)

2/2nd Light Artillery Regiment (part)
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3 guns
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Klein

3 guns

Grouchy

3 guns
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3rd Dragoon Division: General of Division Beaumont
Brigade: General of Brigade Boy6

5th Dragoon Regiment (3 sqds)
8th Dragoon Regiment (4 sqds)

Brigade: General of Brigade Marizy
12th Dragoon Regiment (4 sqds)
16th Dragoon Regiment (4 sqds)

Brigade: General of Brigade Latour-Maubourg
9th Dragoon Regiment (4 sqds)
21st Dragoon Regiment (4 sqds)

Artillery: (2x8pdrs,1 howitzer)
3/2nd Light Artillery Regiment (part)

4th Dragoon Division: General of Division Sahuc
Brigade: General of Brigade Laplanche

17th Dragoon Regiment (3 sqds)
27th Dragoon Regiment (3 sqds)

Brigade: General of Brigade Magaron
18th Dragoon Regiment (3 sqds)
19th Dragoon Regiment (3 sqds)

Brigade: (unknown)
15th Dragoon Regiment (3 sqds)
25th Dragoon Regiment (3 sqds)

Artillery: (2x8pdrs,1 howitzer)
4/6th Light Artillery Regiment (part)

Light Cavalry Division: General of Division Lasalle
Brigade: General of Brigade Lasalle

5th Hussar Regiment (3 sqds)
7th Hussar Regiment (3 sqds)

Brigade: General of Brigade Milhaud
1st Hussars Regiment (3 sqds)
13th Chasseurs a Cheval Regiment (3 sqds)

Grand Park of the Army:
The Reserve Artillery: General of Brigade Boyvin

(8xl2pdrs,8x8pdrs,4x4pdrs,7 howitzers)
1/5th Foot Artillery Regiment (part)
8/6th Foot Artillery Regiment (part)
11/6th Foot Artillery Regiment (part)
16/7th Foot Artillery Regiment (part)
18/7th Foot Artillery Regiment (part)
1/3rd Horse Artillery Regiment (part)
6/3rd Horse Artillery Regiment (part)
Artisian,Train,and Requisition companies

The Bridging Train:
Pontonie and Train companies (5 total)

The Engineer Park:
1st Brigade: General of Brigade Chambarlhac

Miner and Sapper companies (4 total)
2nd Brigade: General of Brigade Cazals

Miner and Sapper companies (6 total)1

(11 tota

3 guns

3 guns

27 guns

1)

1Paul-Jean F. Foucart, Campaign de Prusse, 1806, Vol. 1 (Paris: Libraire

Militaire Berger-Levrault et Compagnie); Pascal Bressonet, Etudes tactiques

sur la campaign de 1806 (Paris: Chapelot et Compagnie, 1909); George Nafziger,

Nafziger Order of Battle Collection, No. 806GXC (West Chester, OH: Nafziger
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Note French On Translations

French military terms in this paper have been presented in the

English equivalent for easier recognition. Below is a list of the

French spellings used in many of the sources cited. The English

equivalent used in this paper is given to the right of each term. Words

kept in the original spelling are listed last, followed by an

explanation.

Marshal - -Marechal
General of Division--General de division
General of Brigade--General de brigade
Colonel--Colonel

Chef de battaillon--Major (infantry)
Chef d'escadron--Major (cavalry)
Captain--Captain

Lieutenant--Lieutenant

Sous-lieutenant--Second Lieutenant
Regiment d'Infantry Leger--Light Infantry Regiment
Regiment d'Infantry Ligne--Line Infantry Regiment
Regiment d'Artillerie a Pied--Foot Artillery Regiment
Regiment d'Artillerie a Cheval--Horse Artillery Regiment

Adjudant Commandant--rank between a major and a colonel; clarity
Chasseurs a Pied--Light Infantry;used to distinct the Guard's units
Chasseurs a Cheval--Light Cavalrymen;clarity
Gendarmes--Military Police; clarity

Publishing, 1987), 1-15.
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APPENDIX D

THE BATTLEFIELDS TODAY

Fig. 88--The Landgrafenberg From Jena (This is how the battlefield would

appear to units leaving Jena, traveling north towards the fighting)

(Chandler Collection)

The battlefields of Jena and Auerstadt have changed very

little since 1806. Most of the key villages of 1806 are

still relatively small and have changed very little. Museums

and monuments are also available for anyone wishing to visit

these battlefields.
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Jena continues to be an important city for the

surrounding area and is famous today for its Zeiss optical

factory and the Friedrich Schiller University. From Jena,

the old road to Weimar (called the "Schnecke" in 1806) has

been replaced by the Goethe Allee (Avenue) and Erfurter

Strasse (Street). The village of Cospeda still exists and

has an excellent museum of the battle. This is located in

the old inn where Napoleon is alleged to have stayed during

the night after the battle. This museum in Cospeda is

complete with an electronic map of the battle and various

dispays full of battlefield relics.

The Landgrafenberg and Windknollen continue to offer

good views of the battlefield as they did in 1806. This area

served as a Soviet Army Driving Range until 1991, the much

deteriorated Napoleonstein (windmill) being removed by the

Russians. Lutzeroda and Closewitz are still similar to the

way they were in 1806, though Closewitz has become harder to

view owing to the large amount of foliage and tree growth

surrounding the village.

Further north, the road path to Vierzehnheiligen remains

in the same place as it did in 1806. This is the path taken

by Marshal Ney during his unsupported attack against the

Prussians and the village. The village contains several

markers and memorials dedicated to both the Prussians and the

French. The rest of the battlefield can clearly be seen from

beyond this village, with the Isserstadt woods to the left

and Krippendorf to the right. In the distant front can be

seen the Ilm River valley.
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Fig. 89--Three Views of the Jena Battlefield (The first is a view from

the Landgrafenberg, with Closewitz in the center, Lutzeroda is hidden

to the left; the second is a view of Vierzehnheiligen from the east; the

third being a view of Cappelendorf from the east) (Pigeard Collection)
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Map 33--Present day map of the Jena-Auerstadt area, showing the modern

roads and their number designations (from the Michelin-Karte,

Deutschland . Nr . 987 . Par is : Car te Routiere et Touris tique, 1987 )

to3 3' '1.1.... o

a 7 isleben Neus dt
It 32 2

. Riestedt 53 80 AL .
aknd Sangerhausen 2 34

ordhau on * 38..E 21 Bad Lauchstadt

22 > e Schafstadt
17 t l~blatleir; y Allstedt ":8

leicherode 8 Br e14+ "Quer urt 1 .rs b r Leuna
o 4tArtern x 31

Wo 3i t11 ;923 Muchein 3Bad
- e, 2Our nberg

dershause Bad/. Braunsbedra i
efe de FrankenhaUsen Ons trut Nebra-16 e It Heldrung- vtiehe . (3 *

ig t 34 Ebele en 30 B jr Freyburg

78 Kindel UCK " 97 }} 0
Schlotheim Greuen W i8ensee t1 Rastenberg Naumbur - a

J 26 87 1ded + H 7;s d
24 S m ed Ec artsberga Ba Ktsen sTuhr

hihausen Bad ennsted I _ W~cd, steered , o

41,dor 2 17 " S tra ul u . 8 ttstadt C x C a

21 Bad Sulza x 26
2Gebesee x ,

- tr t 29Sch ten

B a a g e s aU . u q k , x .3 .37 Qq A p o l d a D o r n b u r g E i s e { e r g

urg 27 Buchenwald I aBurge 20

ERFUb - ' ; 11ermsdor

E4 28 Gotha 25 66 7 eiset ena ,

22 ~ ad Berka

S22 Kranchfe Sadtroda , 9
58 e Bankernhaamn8

O ulaltershau en " 3e ; \Kah a 0 !5
"41 9 23 Arnstadt ,4

Ohrdruf 24

Friedrichroda -" 2 2 29 ( Neustadt T ptis

ad ie enstein -'rw e 16 S tl 2 Auma

Barch d s "udolstadt dnk
S24 Bad Blankp b r 19wrz

ng al ka den ea 34
Stm berho 6 afeld ' iegenruc o

30 Halen er ' e hr Konig e''r/ ce

Wasungen 26 -75t ,",. j.. 27 Leutenberg " M

! ~~~ro8breitenbac lo21
rde 5ob la 2*"* 29

3O: 101''
Meninge Rohr euha - 27 \ I

T mar chc inge s d Lob stei 12 s hb

Ion, 84 Hennebe 10 48 ac2 da rbrunn "8jIx*2 J ph stV
19 Hildburg au isf I einadh pen

Eu3tnhausen Ordhalbe echtenberg 13

" %x- . Son e 4 q y0 -i 40 Naia 4

stadt rx -+ - + x- ;+ + Neuhaws-.
9x Romhild R dat 21nbach Neustadt " 2 Saierschnitz 43

x 1 +urggrub-
3 't+1Linde +J 75 4 y

f . .. B ishfe Trappsta Kro allenfels H m rct



248

A paved highway, Road 88, has replaced the old dirt road

leading from Jena to Naumburg. The road path still crosses

the Saale River at Dornberg, and the local topography of the

area has changed very little. From Naumburg, Road 87 leads

to Kosen and the Saale River crossing. Beyond this is the

steep climb onto the Auerstadt battlefield. Hassenhausen's

old church still remains and has changed very little since

the battle. To the right of this town, about 150 yards, is

the grassy knoll used by Davout to view most of the

battlefield. From here can be seen a large amount of the

battlefield including the villages of Spielberg, Zackwar, and

Benndor f .

Fig. 90--View of the Auerst&dt Battlefield (from the Prussian

perspective) (Pigeard Collection)
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Road 87 continues west across the old Lissbach stream

and into the village of Poppel. From here it goes to

Gernstadt and a large memorial, surrounded by trees,

dedicated to the Duke of Brunswick.

Fig. 91--The Duke of Brunswi.ck's Memorial (Pigeard Collection)

Beyond the town, a little distance up Road 87, a small

local road breaks away from the main road and leads to

Auerstadt. Half the distance to Auerst&dt the road passes

over the Eckartsberg Heights, where Davout's III Corps

eventually haulted after the battle on the 14th.
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Fig 92-View From the Eckartsberg Heights (looking towards Auerstadt) and

the Interior of the 1806 Museum gat Cospeda; Chandler Collection)
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Auerstadt has a large memorial in the center of its

square, topped with a large Prussian eagle. This monument

commemorates the Prussian soldiers of two seperate wars,

linking the valour and defeat of the 1806 Prussians with the

vengence and victory of the 1870 Prussians.

Fig 93--The Monument at Auerstadt and the Church at Hassenhausen

(Pigeard Collection)

(account of battlefield today given by David G. Chandler, in
his book Jena: 1806)
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