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DISCLAIMER 
 

This report was prepared as an account of work sponsored by an 
agency of the United States Government.  Neither the United States 
Government nor any agency Thereof, nor any of their employees, 
makes any warranty, express or implied, or assumes any legal 
liability or responsibility for the accuracy, completeness, or 
usefulness of any information, apparatus, product, or process 
disclosed, or represents that its use would not infringe privately 
owned rights.  Reference herein to any specific commercial product, 
process, or service by trade name, trademark, manufacturer, or 
otherwise does not necessarily constitute or imply its endorsement, 
recommendation, or favoring by the United States Government or any 
agency thereof.  The views and opinions of authors expressed herein 
do not necessarily state or reflect those of the United States 
Government or any agency thereof. 
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HOW TO STRIKE AT RUSSIAN INDUSTRIAL CENTERS 
• 

1. For the limnedlate futiire, and employing chemically fueled bombers, 
only one-vay trips appear possible from bases now available to us. From 
Iceland it is about 2700 miles to the Russian heartland. Present-day air
craft cannot make the round trip. Some aircraft (say the B-29) probably 
could not even penetrate Russian defenses because of their slow speed. 
Possibly an attack by 100 such planes simultaneously, one of which carried 
a bomb, would enable the bomb to be dropped on the target. The crews 
would then probably have to be dropped into enemy territory and left to 
try to get out as best they could. Refueling In the air to Increase the 
range of chemically fueled bombers is not attractive, especially over 
the 2000 miles of Russian-held territory which siirrounds all Russian tar
gets of interest. 

2. In the near future planes with speed capabilities sufficient to 
fly at M 3 0.9 might be able to avoid interception. This is due to the 
fact that in the transonic region aircraft exhibit imstable flight char
acteristics i Hence, an attacking fighter going slightly faster than 
M : 0,9 would be in an unstable region. Closing speeds vhich are higher 
than the transonic speeds (say M - 1.2) do not appear practicable at 
present. Therefore, pleuies flying at M - 0.9 might provide a solution to 
the delivery problem. This possibility requires more than casual study. 

Interception at high altitudes and speeds is extremely difficult. 
Hence, the importance of nuclear fuels is great in order to obtain 
those high speeds and altitudes at ranges sufficient to be of interest. 
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With conventionally fueled planes, high-speed piloted bombing attacks 
on Russia imply one-way trips, and the prospect of such missions is not 
attractive. Hence, planes powered by nuclear fuels offer real advantages. 
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