
The Noble Appeal:  
Establishing Truth in True Reports from the Early Modern Era 

● David 
Fletcher            
 Department of English          
 College of Arts and Sciences                                                                                                   

● Faculty 
Mentor:              Dr. 
Kelly Wisecup            
 Department of English          
 College of Arts and Sciences 



1550s 

● Enforce the authority 
of the church 



1560s 

● Establish validity of 
details 



1570s 

● Showing the 
audience details 



1580s and beyond 

● Conquest and the 
New World 



Early Reports: 
Archdeacon John Philpot v. Minister Nicolas des Gallars 

● John Philpot                        
● Archdeacon of 

Winchester                       
● Winchester and 

London are both in 
Province of Canterbury 



Early Reports: 
Archdeacon John Philpot v. Minister Nicolas des Gallars 

● Nicolas des Gallars     
● Minister of French 

Church in London        
● Foreign author 

writing from foreign 
land 



Strange Reports 

● Eyewitnesses              
● Lists of Details               
● Images 



Strange Reports 

● Religious 
context          

● Specific 
location 
and name                        

● Moral of the 
story 



Strange Reports 

● List of Eyewitnesses 



...because I know you want to see it rotated 



Distant Reports 

● Epistle Dedicatory 
page for local 
support                          

● Lots and lots of 
details                      

● Confirming 
materials 



Promotional Reports 

● To promote the New World                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                



Promotional Reports 

● Much support is needed to establish authority 



Promotional Reports 
...with images 



Thank you 


