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Quickly tracking chemical signatures from explosive 
devices is critical in fi ghting terrorism. With our
 nanomanipulator, military fi eld stations can extract 
and analyze chemical residue between the ridges 
of fi ngerprints. Nanoscale forensics has big potential 
to save lives.

—   Guido Verbeck
associate professor of chemistry and director of 
the UNT Laboratory of Imaging Mass Spectrometry

WHAT IF...  THE NEXT SUPER DETECTIVE
  IS THE NANOMANIPULATOR?  IS THE NANOMANIPULATOR



UNT gives faculty and students the green light to generate 
breakthrough discoveries through innovative research.
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F RO M  O U R President

Because of the responsibilities and  
expectations that come with attending a 
four-year university, a student’s first year  
in college can be a make or break year.  
To ensure our students continue on to 
graduation, which is our ultimate mission, 
we are working on ways to improve their 
first-year experience, whether they are fresh 
out of high school or transferring from a              
community college (see pages 24 and 30). 

From our first-year learning communities 
to our early-alert system for at-risk students, 

we’re giving all UNT students strong support and easy access to the resources they 
need and the people who can help them. This has contributed to our success as a 
leader in graduating students. We are first among our emerging research university 
peers in bachelor’s degrees awarded, and we rank third overall among the state’s  
public universities, behind only the University of Texas at Austin and Texas A&M 
University.

In the classroom, our faculty members are equally committed to teaching and 
mentoring because they know that a student needs both to excel. In October, we 
honored the best of the best during our Salute to Faculty Excellence Week (see page 
8). It was a celebration of the commitment our faculty members show every day as 
teachers, scholars and mentors. It was inspiring to see how motivated they are to help 
our students learn and grow.

Helping students has always been our goal, and today UNT remains a student-
focused institution, continually evaluating and responding to our students’ needs. It’s 
key to fulfilling our bold goals of offering Texas’ best undergraduate education and 
superior graduate education.

As 2012 draws to a close and I consider our progress, I’m proud of what I see and 
where we are going. UNT is an agent of change, a place where students are empow-
ered to improve their lives. As part of our celebration of the holiday season, we tried 
to capture the power of this transformation on film. Be sure to watch our new holiday 
video at northtexan.unt.edu/online. 

Sincerely,

V. Lane Rawlins
President
president@unt.edu

The North Texan
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President V. Lane Rawlins with 
Homecoming king David Wolpert  
at Homecoming.
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Online  e X C L U S I V e S

northtexan.unt.edu/online

Connect with us on Facebook  
at facebook.com/northtexas.  

Follow us at twitter.com/
northtexan. 

don’t forget to check in on Four-
square when you visit campus.

visit the north texan online to:
•  Keep up with what’s happening between 

issues of The North Texan
• Tell us what you think about our stories
•  Learn more about your fellow alumni
• Write memorials about friends we’ll miss 
•  Enjoy an array of additional stories,  

photos, videos and recordings

soldier of the Year
rEAd AboUT U.s. ArMY sGT. sTEvEN dAvIdsoN, A  UNT 
FrEsHMAN sTUdENT, wHo wAs NAMEd oNE oF THIs 
YEAr’s  M i L i tA ry  t i M e s  sErvIcE MEMbErs oF THE YEAr 
AFTEr HIs  qUIck INsTINcTs HElPEd sAvE A FEllow  
soldIEr’s  lIFE  dUrING A dEsErT wArFArE coUrsE.

when you see this arrow, join our North Texan community online 
at northtexan.unt.edu.
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d e a R  North Texan
 There was a bumper crop 

who graduated from North 
Texas in that late ’50s time-
frame. Two of them, Dub 
Brown and Bill Sloan, should 
be included in your outstand-
ing alumni list.

Clifford Rockwell (’58)
Flint 

caption information
   

    I’m the woman in the photo 
on page 8 of the fall issue. 
Everyone pictured is a UNT 
student, all part of Dr. Pamela 
Padilla’s laboratory, and not in 
the Howard Hughes Medical 
Institute Summer Transitions 
program. 

I volunteer my time, while 
others are in the HHMI 
Undergraduate Research 
Program, and the person on 
the right is a graduate student.

Alanna Staton
McKinney

Editor’s note: Thank you for 
letting us know. The UNT 
students pictured in the photo 
are, from left: Alanna Staton, 
Iran Roman, Mark Lueke and 
Lee Toni (’08).

Journalism days
 

     I recognized the name Roy 
Busby (but not the face, after 
50 years) in the fall issue. 
What memories his reminis-
cences brought back! 

I was part of the Pop 
Shuford era, graduating not 
long after Roy joined the 
university News Service. So 
while I didn’t know Roy well, 
I knew who he was when he 
made his rounds of the 
Journalism Building checking 
on what scoops the staff of the 
Campus Chat might be 
working on. 

Mr. Shuford (pictured 
above) did indeed demand 
excellence, and his standards 
prepared me well for a career 
in journalism that spanned 45 
years. My fellow Chat staffers 
and I pulled many an all-
nighter fine-tuning layouts, 

copy editing and headlines for 
the next edition lest we 
encounter Mr. Shuford’s barbs 
in his critiques of the paper 
the next morning in class. 

But those were exactly the 
kinds of experiences that 
prepared me for the real-
world deadline challenges I 
would soon face in covering 
major news stories: the 
assassination of President 
Kennedy, the Detroit riots, the 
moon landing, the 9/11 
attacks and countless more.

 Roy outlasted me in his 
career by five years, but I 
haven’t quit, either. The 
curiosity about the world that 
Pop Shuford nurtured in all of 
his students transferred to the 
think-tank arena. 

Though the campus has 
drastically changed, the 
memories remain. Thanks, 
Roy, for helping freshen them.  

David E. Klement (’62)
Executive director, 
Institute for Strategic 
Policy Solutions,
St. Petersburg College

 I was a contemporary of 
Dean Busby’s when we both 
attended North Texas in the 
late 1950s. Dean Shuford was 
my idea of the perfect 
journalist. He was lyrical, 
ethical, truthful, and also, a 
thorough “grader.” 

The first class I took with 
him was a creative writing 
course. For some odd reason, 
he thought I had some 
potential as a poet. (At the 
time, he was poet laureate of 
Texas). 

I promptly informed him 
that there was no money in 
poetry. He was not pleased! 
The next semester I got a “C” 
in his page makeup class. It 
was the only “C” in my entire 
college transcript.

I spent nearly four years in 
the journalistic arena working 
for newspapers, wire services, 
advertising agencies and 
industrial companies. I can 
boast of interviews with 
President John F. Kennedy, 
Elvis Presley and writer Rod 
Serling. 

let us know what you think about news 
and topics covered in the North texan.  
letters may be edited for length and 
publication style.

Read more letters and share your comments at  

northtexan.unt.edu.
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deaR  North Texan
Indelible impression

Dr. Jack Baier, professor of 
higher education (“Friends 
We’ll Miss,” summer 2012), 
served as my major professor 
and mentor throughout my 
Ph.D. program. 

He was a consummate 
professor and optimistic 
educational leader.  He not 
only challenged me to expand 
my personal and professional 
goals, but also supported me 
in completing them. 

I am forever grateful for 
the indelible impression he 
made upon my life, education 
and career. Thomas Campbell 
said it best: “To live in the 
hearts we leave behind is not 
to die.”

David Dollar 
(’98 M.S., ’03 Ph.D.)
Burleson

Unique teacher

I was a student of Dr. 
Harold Holloway, whose 
passing you noted in your fall 
issue. I still remember his 
unique way of teaching and 
conveying concepts and ideas 
in his psychology classes, 
particularly Experimental 
Psychology. 

As I am now teaching my 
own class in research methods 
to undergraduates in political 
science, I am once again 
reminded of how lucky I and 
my fellow classmates were to 
have had Dr. Holloway as a 
professor, who poured his life 
into us, empty vessels. 

UNT and her alumni will 
miss him. 

Drew Lanier (’86 B.A., ’97 
Ph.D.), associate professor 
and fellow, Lou Frey 
Institute of Politics and 
Government, University of 
Central Florida, Orlando

Pond legacy

I remember walking across 
the campus from the UNT 
demonstration school in the 
mid 1950s and stopping to 
ponder my grandfather’s 
legacy at the Fish Pond. My 
grandfather, Robert L. 
Marquis Sr. (pictured above 
with his wife), had come to 
North Texas as a biology 
professor in 1918-20. He was 
president of the college from 
1923 to 1934. 

During his time as 
president, he planned many 
areas for the planting of trees 
and the beautification of the 
campus. One of his contribu-
tions was the Fish Pond. He 
felt that the students needed a 
quiet place to contemplate, 
read, study or simply enjoy 
nature. 

The beautiful solace of the 
pond, located at the very heart 
of the campus, did provide 
just this for many years. He 
also placed a gazebo (designed 

by O’Neil Ford) that still 
remains on the east side of the 
old administration building.

I never knew my grandfa-
ther. He passed away while 
still serving his beloved 
college. However, those who 
did know him cared deeply 
for him. He was a man of 
faith, honor and principle, and 
he worked tirelessly to lift the 
human spirit. I feel blessed to 
have part of his exquisite 
spirit within me.

Susan Marquis Friday
Lockesburg, Ark.

Homecoming days

 
I’m not sure who or how 

many would call this a 
wonderful memory but it was 
very memorable. It was the fall 
of 1976 and my last year in 
the New York City area before 
relocating to the DFW area. 

I flew back specifically to 
attend Homecoming that fall 
in part because we were 
playing Florida State Univer-
sity and additionally to shop 
for a home and sign a contract 
to purchase. 

Here is what made it so 
memorable. It began to snow 
and snow and snow so that by 
the end of the game (which 
we lost) there was easily 10 to 
12 inches of snow on the field. 
About six of us huddled 

together against the wall of 
the Fouts Field press box until 
the frigid end and few others 
were anywhere in the stadium. 

I’m still amazed that this 
freaky snow storm came on a 
game in which we were 
playing FSU, a team made of 
mostly young men who were 
least likely to have lived in, 
played in and won in a snow 
storm.

Moving back to Texas 
resulted in my becoming very 
involved in university alumni 
affairs. I served at least two 
terms each as president of the 
Alumni Association and the 
Mean Green Club, which was 
in its infancy at that time, and 
I twice won the award for 
raising the most athletic 
scholarship money.

Charles Oxford (’60)
Sulphur Springs

The Homecoming football 
game in 1963 will always 
stand out as my favorite. I had 
just graduated the previous 
year and was teaching at Lake 
Dallas. I was still living at the 
old Geezle House in order to 
stay close to campus. My 
fiancee, now wife, Susan 
Kennedy, was a senior and 
member of Delta Gamma. 

The 1963 team did not 
have many victories, and 
Homecoming looked bleak. 
The game against the Univer-
sity of Wichita Shockers 
would end up shocking 
everyone. Late in the fourth 
quarter, Bobby Smith made a 
fantastic 52-yard run that 
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down the hallway to see what 
was producing the loud music. 

These ladies, mostly senior 
citizens, stopped and asked 
the policeman on duty what 
was happening. 

The officer said that 
Fraternity “A” was in that 
ballroom, Fraternity “B” was 
in the other, then he pointed 
at the Geezle gathering and 
said, “I don’t know what the 
heck is going on in there, but I 
wish I was off duty and could 
join them.”  

The ladies came in and 
stayed for about 30 minutes. 
One hired the band that was 
playing to come to a function 
she was hosting for her 
grandchild. 

I still judge all parties by 

placed the Eagles deep in 
enemy territory. A.D Whit-
field would score on a pass 
from Billy Ryan and the 
Eagles were up 7-3 with less 
than two minutes left. The 
Shockers came with every-
thing they had, and the oft 
maligned North Texas 
defense intercepted a pass to 
seal the victory. Everyone 
went crazy.

As was the custom in those 
days, all the frats and sorori-
ties held their Homecoming 
dance/party in Dallas or Fort 
Worth. The Geezles held 
theirs in the Adolphus Hotel. 
Several others did as well. 
About midway through the 
evening, several very distin-
guished looking ladies came 

the Homecoming celebration 
of 1963.

James Stinson 
(’63, ’72 M.Ed.), Geezle
Richardson

I graduated in 1968 from 
Holliday High School in 
Holliday, Texas. While in the 
marching band at Holliday, 
we traveled to march in the 
UNT Homecoming Parade 
as did bands from all over 
(pictured above, area major-

if you would like to comment 

on a story, share your North Texas 

memories or photos, submit news 

or obituaries, or otherwise get in 

touch with us, we would love to 

hear from you. 

email: northtexan@unt.edu

online: northtexan.unt.edu 

(follow the “Contact Us” link)

phone: 940-565-2108

Fax: 940-369-8763

mail: The North Texan; 

University of North Texas; 

Division of University Relations, 

Communications and Marketing; 

1155 Union Circle #311070;  

Denton, Texas 76203-5017

ettes wait for the 1961 
parade). It was quite an event 
for us, being such a small 
school. We loved every minute 
of the experience. I even 
missed attending my brother’s 
wedding rehearsal because I 
thought I just couldn’t miss 
the UNT Homecoming 
Parade! 

Budget cuts have made 
participation in such events a 
thing of the past. I did not 
attend UNT, but my son-in-
law, Shane Goforth (’96) is a 
music graduate and a band 
director in Houston. I still get 
my “band fix” watching his 
band. 

Patricia Graham 
Holliday

Tell us about ... your freshman days

Remember when … you had to stand in line to register for classes? The only option for 

textbooks was to buy them? Dorms were not co-ed? And not only was your phone not 

smart, you didn’t have one in your room? Read about how UNT is preparing today’s 

freshmen for college in our story on page 24, and share your own memories from your 

first year on campus at northtexan@unt.edu or send a letter to the address on the 

right. Pictured above, students wait to register in 1961-62, and freshmen work out 

their class schedules in 1950-51.
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 Today

FACULTY  
eXCeLLeNCe
UNT recognizes outstanding faculty for their  

contributions as teachers, scholars and mentors.

Read more about the faculty members  
recognized at this year’s Salute to Faculty Excellence  

awards at facultysuccess.unt.edu. 

UNT hoNored iTs more ThaN 1,000 facUlTy,  
many who are recognized as national and international experts 
in their fields, at the inaugural Salute to Faculty Excellence 
Week this fall. Excellence in teaching, research and service was 
showcased through lectures, luncheons and the successful 
Thank-a-Teacher program, in which students thank their 
favorite professors with a note. The week culminated at UNT’s 
Apogee Stadium with a faculty awards ceremony. 

“Our dedicated faculty members are the foundation of our 
excellence,” says President V. Lane Rawlins, “and of our 
commitment to giving students a high-quality, meaningful 
education.” 

 i n  t h i s  s e C t i o n 
brilliantly Green p /  10

Mean Green p /  12

Global connection   p /  13

Ask an Expert p /  14

UNT Alumni  
Association p /  15 

Jo
na

th
an

 R
ey

no
ld

s



W i n t e r  2 0 1 2   |  northtexan.unt.edu  |   T h e  N o r t h  T e x a n  9

}

}
{

 
E m i n E n T  F a c u lT y  a w a r d  
Bruce Bond, Regents Professor of English, received the UNT Foundation 
Eminent Faculty Award. This award recognizes a faculty member who has 
made outstanding and sustained contributions to scholarly-creative activity, 
teaching and service and has served as an inspiration to the campus community. 
Bond has propelled UNT’s creative writing program into national prominence, 
serving as the director of creative writing and poetry editor of the American 
Literary Review, while publishing books, essays and poems that combine 
personal lyric and metaphysical inquiry.

 
l E a d E r s h i p  a w a r d 
Mary Harris, Regents Professor of teacher education and administration, 
received the UNT Foundation Leadership Award. The recipient of this award 
demonstrates a high degree of professionalism, is committed to the strategic 
mission of the university and encourages others to support and work toward 
the public good through innovative initiatives. Harris co-founded and co-
directs Teach North Texas, a successful mathematics and science teacher 
education program, and convened the North Texas Regional P-16 Council. 
She has been involved in the American Association of Colleges for Teacher 
Education and the National Council for Accreditation of Teacher Education.

 
co m m u n i T y  E n g a g E m E n T  a w a r d  
Arminta Jacobson, professor of educational psychology, received the UNT Founda-
tion Community Engagement Award. This award recognizes faculty whose careers 
are marked by sustained activities that advance mutual university-community 
engagement, successfully address important community issues through collabora-
tion and create intellectual products respected by peers within and beyond the 
academy. Jacobson is an expert in child development, early education, infant care, 
family life education, parenting, parent education, parent involvement and work-
family relations. She is the founder and director of the UNT Center for Parent 
Education and recently was named a fellow of the National Council on Family 
Relations, the nation’s premier professional association for the multidisciplinary 
understanding of families.

Faculty awards and recognition
UNT understands that high-quality faculty members are the hallmarks of a great university.  Their impact on student 

success and their research endeavors make them one of the most valuable resources for the university.  In recognition of 
UNT’s faculty excellence, 18 awards were presented to faculty for teaching, research and service at the Salute to Faculty 
Excellence Awards dinner and ceremony this fall. Three cash awards, funded by the UNT Foundation, were presented for 
the first time and highlight the accomplishments of UNT’s most distinguished scholars and leaders. The Eminent Faculty 
Award winner received a bronze eagle figure, which will be passed on to future winners and reside in their departments, 
creating a legacy of pride.
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Today

B R I L L I A N T LY 
G R e e N

murphy luncheon

Offering up a mix of 
business and football, UNT’s 
11th annual Murphy Center 
for Entrepreneurship’s 
Leadership Luncheon 

celebrated the achievements of 
business strategist Karen 
Hughes and Dallas Cowboys 
owner Jerry Jones.

Hughes, global vice chair of 
Burson-Marsteller and former 
communications director for 
former President George W. 
Bush, delivered the keynote 
address. She served as U.S. 
Undersecretary of State for 
Public Diplomacy and Public 
Affairs from 2005 to 2007.

Jones was presented with 
the center’s 2012 Murphy 

Award for Lifetime Achieve-
ment in Entrepreneurship for 
his leadership in business and 
his philanthropy work. He has 
raised more than $1 billion for 
the Salvation Army.

Luncheon proceeds are 
used to support the center and 
student scholarships.

cooperative agreement

Part of UNT’s strength 
comes from partnerships with 
other universities around the 
globe. During the next three 

years, a $1 million grant from 
the U.S. State Department’s 
Public Diplomacy Programs 
for Afghanistan and Pakistan 
will fund initiatives between 
UNT English and linguistics 
and technical communications 
faculty and their counterparts 
at the National University of 
Modern Languages in 
Islamabad, to strengthen 
NUML’s graduate programs  
in English literature and 
linguistics. Learn more at 
unt-numl-partnership.unt.edu.

Pass it on: Great things are happening at UNT. learn about them here and share 
our successes with your family and friends. 
• big dreams come true. New billboard advertising in the Dallas-Fort Worth area proudly highlights 
two successful alumni who found UNT to be “A green light to greatness.” The campaign features 
attorney Aida Wondwessen (’07) and pediatric critical care physician Benjamin Olsson (’99).

• two times a champion. The Mean Green soccer team said goodbye to the Sun Belt Conference by 
winning two championships before entering Conference USA next year: The team was a tri-champ of 
regular season play and won three games to win the conference tournament and earn a place in the NCAA 
tournament. Coached by John Hedlund, the team finished the year with a 16-5-2 record. Five players were 
named to the all-tournament team: Jackie Kerestine, Michelle Young, Kelsey Hodges, Karla Pineda and 
Amber Haggerty. The team also won regular season titles in 2001, 2004, 2005 and 2011. 

• drumline rocks. UNT’s Green Brigade Drumline is the No. 1 drumline in college football, says 
Bleacher Report, a national sports news website, which called the drumline members “tireless champs” 
and gave them an A+, adding “the breathtaking synchronization of snares has us peeling ourselves off 
the floor in awe.” But we knew that. The group is a 13-time Percussive Arts Society national champion. 
No other Texas university drumlines were selected to the Bleacher Report’s top 10 list. Watch the 
drumline in action at northtexan.unt.edu/online.
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    distinguished lecture series 

Leave it to Adam Savage 
and Jamie Hyneman to see that 
no myth goes unsolved. 

Savage and Hyneman — 
co-hosts of the Discovery 
Channel’s MythBusters, one of 
the network’s highest rated 
shows — spoke on campus in 
September as part of UNT’s 
Distinguished Lecture Series.

Although no myths were 
busted during their time on 
campus, the duo participated in 
moderated interviews, a Q&A 
session and presented videos to 
the audience. They have logged 
160 episode hours and 
counting, tackled more than 
750 myths and performed 
nearly 2,500 experiments on 
MythBusters.

Both have long careers in 
film, commercials and special 
effects. Savage’s resume 
includes films such as Star 
Wars episodes 1 and 2, The 
Mummy and Terminator 3. 
Hyneman is CEO of M5 
Industries, a visual effects 
company, where MythBusters  
is filmed. Learn about upcom-
ing lectures at studentaffairs.unt.
edu/dls.

center of innovation

Understanding the biologi-
cal world is taking on a whole 
new meaning for next-genera-
tion researchers working in 
UNT’s new Metabolomics and 
Metabolic Signaling Pathway 
Research Laboratory. The lab, 
which opened this fall, was one 

of 20 labs worldwide named as 
a Center of Innovation by the 
Waters Corp., one of the 
leading producers of mass 
spectrometry technology. 
Waters recognizes labs in 
which researchers are facilitat-
ing breakthroughs in areas 
including health and life 
science, food safety, environ-
mental protection and sports 
medicine. 

In the UNT lab, Vladimir 
Shulaev, professor of biological 
sciences, is overseeing a team of 
researchers at the brink of 
understanding how cells work 
during the metabolic process, 
which could lead to a better 
understanding of human 
disease and help improve 
agricultural crops.

d o  T E x a n s  s p E a k  T h E  s a m E ? 
If you think all Texans pronounce “Howdy, y’all” the same, think again.  
Patricia Cukor-Avila, associate professor of linguistics, pictured third from 
left, and a group of student researchers surveyed nearly 400 people across 
the state in different cities to explore Texans’ perceptions of their own 
accents. Their findings show that Texans recognize regional differences, 
describing Texas english from “normal Texan” to “country” to “Spanish-
influenced” speech. The researchers plan to present these results, includ-
ing new data about where “drawl” and “twang” are perceived, at the annual 

conference of the American Dialect Society in January.

Jamie Hyneman, center, and 
Adam Savage, right, co-hosts  
of the Discovery Channel’s  
MythBusters, spoke on 
campus and participated  
in student-moderated  
interviews as part of UNT’s 
Distinguished Lecture Series 
in September. 

This fall, the UNT 
Debate Team was 

ranked first in Texas 
and 95th in the world 
by the International 
Debate Education 

Association.

Jonathan Reynolds

Zak Sw
itzer
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Today

Tech Titan award

UNT has created strong 
links between industry and 
academia through the National 
Science Foundation Net-Cen-
tric Software and Systems 
Industry/University Coopera-
tive Research Center housed in 
the College of Engineering. 
The center earned a 2012 Tech 
Titan of the Future award 
from the Metroplex Technol-

ogy Business Council for being 
a leading institution in the 
Dallas-Fort Worth area 
encouraging students to choose 
engineering and technology-
related career paths.

Since 2009, the center has 
given UNT students access to 
industry-driven research and 
real-world learning opportuni-
ties. Directed by Krishna Kavi, 
professor of computer science 
and engineering, the center is a 
joint venture among academic, 
government and commercial 
institutions. 

In addition to being the lead 
university for the Net-Centric 
Software and Systems  
I/UCRC, UNT is home to 
two sites of other I/UCRCs 

— the Center for Advanced 
Non-Ferrous Structural Alloys 
and the Center for Friction 
Stir Processing.

 

new appointments

UNT recently announced 
permanent appointments for 
two key university offices.

Michael Monticino was 
named vice president for 
advancement and director of 
development for the UNT 
Foundation. He oversees 
UNT’s efforts to build a 
stronger base of private 
support to help students 
pursue their dreams and to 
help the university grow as a 
public research university, 
which is critical as universities 

compete for fewer state dollars 
and students’ needs continue 
to grow. He has served in 
various capacities since joining 
UNT in 1990, including as a 
math professor and dean.

Richard Nader was named 
vice provost of UNT Interna-
tional, overseeing all aspects of 
international affairs. He had 
served in the position as an 
interim since July 2011. He 
previously served as UNT’s 
first director of research 
development in the Office of 
Research and Economic 
Development. He brings more 
than 20 years of experience in 
the administration of univer-
sity international programs.

The Mean Green basketball teams will have a new training facility, a new 
state-of-the-art scoreboard at the Super Pit, and funding added to an endowment for 
scholarships, thanks to more than $3 million in gifts raised this fall by the Basketball 
Enhance Committee chaired by Ernie Kuehne Jr. (ʼ66). 

Kuehne presented the athletic department with a cornerstone $1 million gift that 
was matched dollar-for-dollar by an anonymous donor with additional dollars 
provided by a handful of other donors, most of whom sat on the committee.

“These additions are game changers for athletics. The imapcts of these donations and the hiring of head coaches Tony Benford 
and Mike Petersen will pay great dividends in the long run for our basketball program,” says Rick Villarreal, athletic director.

The practice facility, which is slated to open this spring, will be located in the Mean Green Village and be used mainly by  
the men’s and women’s basketball teams,  who will have 24-hour access year-round to the facility. 

This is not the first time Kuehne, who is managing partner of Kuehne and Shilling LLC law firm, has given back to the university  
that once recruited him on a track scholarship. He previously gave UNT $1 million to support student-athletes and athletic facilities, 
including UNT’s Apogee Stadium in Mean Green Village. 

“UNT changed my life and put me in a position to give back,” Kuehne says. “This project was special to me, because it was not in 
response to what other collegiate programs were building for their teams, but rather a need to fill a void for the continued 
development of our basketball programs.”

 
For more information on Mean Green athletics, visit meangreensports.com.

gifts for facilities  
and scholarships
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g l o B a l 
c o n n E c T i o n

>>

design conference

Amanda Halston (’12) and 
Lucy Ledue (’12) added a 
unique UNT experience to 
their resumes when they 
started looking for jobs as 
interior designers. 

As seniors, both attended 
the week-long Group for 
International Design Educa-
tion conference in February at 
the University of Dundee in 
Scotland. They were chosen 
through a selective process and 
their expenses were funded 
through the Charn Uswachoke 
International Development 
Fund. Last year, Uswachoke 
(’73 M.B.A.) pledged another 
$22 million gift — the largest 
in UNT’s history — to further 
support UNT programs, 
faculty and students.

Cynthia Mohr, associate 
professor and chair of UNT’s 
Department of Design, 
accompanied the students on 
the trip. She says the confer-
ence gives students an opportu-
nity to promote international 
goodwill and participate in 
scholarly exchange, and it 

identifies UNT as an institu-
tion of excellence. 

UNT’s participation also 
led to the creation of the 
project Border Crossings by 
UNT, Dundee and the 
Academy of Design in 
Slovenia. Students developed 
cultural pavilions for one of the 
other countries through a 
website last spring. 

During the trip, Halston 
and Ledue teamed up with 
students and faculty from seven 
European universities and 
created projects for buildings  
in Dundee. Halston, a space 
planner at Regus, an Addison-

based company, worked on a 
team that connected buildings 
for the Dundee Rep Theatre. 

“This experience magnified 
my ability to collaborate  
and exchange ideas with other 
designers,” she says.

Ledue, a designer for  
Fourth Dimension Designs in 
Dallas, worked with a group on 
a garden structure for an artist 
residency and cultural center.

“I saw perspectives from art 
and design programs from 
different countries,” she says. “It 
took my brainstorming and 
communication skills to a 
heightened level.” 

 n aT i o n a l  a c a d E m y  m E m B E r s 
UNT continues to offer superior graduate education and research. Most recently, two national 
academy members were brought in and a longtime professor was recognized for his service. Jim 
Williams, a leading authority on titanium alloys and a National Academy of engineering mem-
ber, joined UNT in July as a distinguished research professor of materials science and engineer-
ing. In February, Richard A. Dixon, a world-renowned plant researcher and National Academy of 
Sciences member, will become a distinguished research professor of biological sciences and a 
member of UNT’s Signaling Mechanisms in Plants research cluster. Bob Bland, professor and 
chair of the Department of Public Administration, was elected a fellow of the National Academy 

of Public Administration. He was the only newly elected fellow from Texas in 2012.

From left, Lucy Ledue (’12), Cynthia Mohr, design associate pro-
fessor and chair, and Amanda Halston (’12) enjoy the view from 
the roof of the Museum of Scotland, overlooking Edinburgh Castle.
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Jessica Rimsza wants to 
make a diff erence in the world 
by studying materials science 
and engineering at UNT, and 
she is well on her way after 
earning a prestigious National 

Science Foundation Graduate 
Research Fellowship.

Rimsza, a fi rst-year 
graduate student, is using the 
three-year, $120,000 fellow-
ship to research functional 
glasses and amorphous 
materials using computer 
simulations in the group of 
Jincheng Du, associate 
professor of materials science 
and engineering. Her research 
could help make faster and 
more reliable electronic devices 
and computers. 

Rimsza, the second student 
from the College of Engineer-
ing to win the fellowship, will 
complete her Ph.D. in 2016. 
She plans to pursue a career 
in academia.

nextgen leaders

A desire to help others has 
earned two UNT seniors — 
Raven Dickerson and Sara 
Chavez — recognition as Next 
Generation Leaders by the 
Nonprofi t Leadership Alliance. 
Dickerson and Chavez, who 

are both social work majors, 
are among four Texas students 
and 46 nationally to be named 
2012 NextGen Leaders. Th ey 
each received $4,500 scholar-
ships to cover their expenses 
while completing an internship 
with a nonprofi t organization 
this fall and are completing the 
program’s nonprofi t manage-
ment and leadership certifi ca-
tion administered by UNT’s 
College of Public Aff airs and 
Community Service.  

Shopping online for your holiday gifts has never 
been easier, but consumers should beware of 
falling victim to phishing attacks or malware, 

says Mahadevan Gomathisankaran, assistant professor 
of computer science and engineering. 

“E-commerce has fl ourished because of the ability 
to perform secure transactions online using the proper 
tools,” he says. “If consumers use common sense and 
follow practical safety measures, they can protect 
themselves from identity theft.” 

He reminds consumers not to be fooled by online 
and email scams and off ers the following tips to keep 
fi nances and credit cards protected when buying gifts 
online this season:

verify
•  Check the e-commerce business’ s accreditation 

rating through the Better Business Bureau online at 
bbb.org or through Google Trusted Site at google.com/
trustedstores to be sure the business is legitimate.

•  Make sure you provide your confi dential information 
only on a website with a secure link, SSL (secure 
sockets layer). You’ll know this if the URL for the 
site starts with https instead of just http.

• Ensure that the website’s digital certifi cate is valid. It 
shows that an independent third party has guaran-
teed the website is what it claims to be. If your 
browser alerts you to a problem, do not click through.

defend
• Use virtual card numbers with 

predefi ned limits for online 
transactions. Many banking 
institutions off er these so 
you don’t have to give out 
your real credit card 
number. 

• Choose strong passwords. If 
you store information at an online shopping 
site, make sure your password uses eight or 
more characters. 

• Make sure your computer is protected 
against malware with up-to-date virus 
protection software.

detect
•  Watch your credit card statements regularly 

and report any suspicious account activity. 
You can set up alerts through email and texts 
to monitor usage of your card.

• Check credit reports — Equifax, TransUnion 
and Experian — periodically to fi nd any 
unexpected transactions. You can get a free 
copy of your report from each of the credit 
bureaus at annualcreditreport.com. 
         
   — Randena Hulstrand

How can you safely shop online during the holiday season?

G
ary Payne

................................................................................Ask an Expert

• Use virtual card numbers with 
predefi ned limits for online 
transactions. Many banking 
institutions off er these so 
you don’t have to give out 

• Choose strong passwords. If 
you store information at an online shopping 
site, make sure your password uses eight or 
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and report any suspicious account activity. 
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UNT Alumni Association

To join the association or learn more, 
visit untalumni.com, email 
alumni@unt.edu or call 940-565-2834.

Leah Hatfi eld (’77), above, has remained active on campus 
long after graduation. She is one of the UNT Alumni 
Association’s Alumni Ambassadors, a group formed so 
association board members can continue to be involved in the 
organization after their term expires — although membership 
is open to all Alumni Association members. Ambassadors 
attend activities such as the ring ceremony for graduating 
seniors and visit with new members at the Alumni Pavilion at 
UNT’s Apogee Stadium during football games. Th ey also 
help at graduation receptions, welcoming new alumni. 

“I just love the kids,” Hatfi eld says. “Th at’s what really 
drives me. I hear some of the best life stories talking to them.”

 Diane Moore Grandey (’68), who founded the organiza-
tion in 2009 and serves as the coordinator, says the group is 
enthusiastic about UNT and the Alumni Association. 

“Most members are involved in many ways on campus and 
love UNT,” she says. “We enjoy any opportunity to spread the 
word about the wonderful things going on here.”

 Hatfi eld, who frequently attends concerts, sporting events 
and other UNT activities, says alumni have a responsibility to 
support their alma mater. But she also has an extra incentive 
to attend events.

“I just love to have fun at UNT,” she says. 
A new board has just been elected to the UNT Alumni 

Association. Learn more at northtexan.unt.edu/news.

n E w  o n l i n E 
d E g r E E s 

UNT continues to be a 
leader in distance learn-
ing and making educa-
tion more accessible to 
working professionals. 
UNT’s new  accelerated 
online program off ers 
the opportunity to earn 
master’s degrees or aca-
demic certifi cates fully 
online in eight-week 
sessions, and students 
can join or re-join the 
curriculum in any ses-
sion. The programs are 
currently being off ered to 
students pursuing mas-
ter’s degrees in the Col-
lege of Information and 
College of education. A 
pilot program for a mas-
ter’s degree in learning 
technologies launched 
this fall. In January, 
UNT begins off ering a 
master’s in educational 
leadership. More will 
be off ered in the future. 
Visit lt.unt.edu/enroll and
edmastersonline.unt.edu.

 distinguished lecturer

 Tiny materials in medical 
implants, jet engine compo-
nents and highway bridges 
help contribute to their surface 
degradation. Sergei Shipilov, a 
research professor of materials 
science and engineering, is 
working to develop ways to 
enhance the performance of 
such materials and to extend 
their lifetime.

Shipilov’s contributions and 
achievements in the fi eld of 
corrosion research, practice 
and education across Canada 
and the globe recently earned 
him the distinction of Cana-
dian Institute of Mining, 
Metallurgy and Petroleum 
Distinguished Lecturer. 

diversity scholar

Christina Chan-Park, a 
master’s student in informa-
tion science, was named a 
2012-13 Diversity Scholar by 
the Association of Research 
Libraries. She is one of 14 
students in the nation, and one 
of two from Texas universities, 
selected to participate in the 
association’s Initiative to 
Recruit a Diverse Workforce. 

Th e initiative, funded by 
the Institute of Museum and 
Library Services, was designed 
to create a diverse academic 
and research library commu-
nity and workforce that will 
better meet the new challenges 
of global competition and 
changing demographics in the 
library fi eld. 

 

G
ary Payne
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mandy
griffith

As a UNT student,  

Mandy Griffith studied 

with a purpose. Now as a 

federal prosecutor, she’s 

using that same work ethic 

to combat the exploitation 

of children.

Dallas for about a year and as an assistant 
district attorney in Dallas County for five 
years, including nearly three years in the 
child abuse unit.  

Griffith’s work can be harrowing. She 
prosecutes cases including child pornog-
raphy, Internet crimes against children 
and human trafficking. 

She sees “some of the worst things you 
can imagine,” she says, which is why she 
proactively reaches out to the community 
as the Project Safe Childhood coordina-
tor, speaking to parents, teachers and 
students about staying safe from exploita-
tion on the Internet.

“Giving children a piece of technology 
that can impact them for the rest of their 
lives is a big deal,” she says. “If we can 
educate our kids and parents, we can 
prevent some of our kids from getting 
victimized.” 

King, who taught Griffith at UNT,  
has followed her career.

“She is the perfect example of why 
UNT students are extraordinary — 
hard-driving work ethic, commitment to 
excellence and a passion for making the 
world a better place because you were 
here,” King says. 

“Her sense of justice and the desire to 
do the right thing are the mark of what 
we expect when we say we are committed 
to being recognized as one of the nation’s 
top universities.”

When she’s not in the courtroom or 
classroom, Griffith can be found volun-
teering at a no-kill animal shelter in 
Dallas or watching professional bull 
riding at the rodeo. Until recently, she had 
a bucking bull named Prosecutor, who 
fathered sons Verdict and Justice.

But her favorite place is at work. 
“I am passionate helping children and 

getting them justice,” Griffith says. “I can 
see myself doing this for another 20 to 25 
years without blinking.” 

t age 13, Mandy Griffith (’98) wanted to 
be a lawyer — speaking on behalf of the 
victim in a courtroom.

She chased her dream to UNT, where 
she studied political science. And now, at 
age 36, Griffith works as an assistant U.S. 
attorney, prosecuting child sexual 
exploitation cases and coordinating the 
U.S. Department of Justice’s Project Safe 
Childhood Program for the U.S. Attor-
ney’s Office-Eastern District of Texas. 

She says working as a federal prosecu-
tor helping children is a dream job. 

“Nothing makes you feel better than 
when kids have the relief and closure they 
need from confronting the people who 
harmed them,” she says.

At UNT, in Kimi King’s constitutional 
law class, Griffith learned the Socratic 
method, argued an appellate case in the 
moot court program and wrote case briefs 
— skills that later put her ahead of some 
of her law school colleagues, she says. She 
gained practical experience as an intern in 
the Denton County District Attorney’s 
office, rotating among the felony courts 
and drafting parole protest letters. 

“I would not be here today if it were 
not for that foundation at UNT,” she says. 

After graduating cum laude, Griffith 
enrolled in Baylor Law School and earned 
her juris doctor in 2001. She worked for a 
federal judge before working in private 
practice. She then served as a staff 
attorney for the U.S. District Court in 

by Ellen Rossetti

a
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Mandy  
Griffith (’98)
dallas

originally from: 
Harbor City, Calif.

degree in:
Political science with a minor in 

economics

Favorite place to go in   
denton as a student:  
I was a big fan of the Flying Toma-

to. I loved Mr. Chopsticks. Once 

I got old enough to legally drink, 

I loved to go to the Loophole on 

the Square.

how parents can keep their 
kids safe:
One of the biggest things is just 

to sit down and have a conversa-

tion with your kids. When your 

child is on the Internet and talk-

ing to someone, it’s no different 

than your child walking down the 

street and inviting a stranger into 

your home. The notion of being 

at home provides a false sense 

of security. 

advice for students today:
Hard work does pay off. There 

may be a tendency to think, “I’m 

sitting in this class. I’m tired. I’ve 

got finals to work on. I don’t think 

this class matters.” But, focusing 

on the big picture is as important 

as the little details. Remember 

you’re at a great university. That 

class might set you up for your 

dream career.

visit northtexan.unt.edu/ 

online to read more of  

Griffith’s answers. 

G
ary Payne
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Encounter greatness — 
in music, dance and thought

This spring, experience an intriguing world of great works, captivating 
performances and thought-provoking lectures at UNT. 

Equity and diversity conference
Cuc Vu, chief diversity offi cer for Human Rights Campaign

3:30 p.m. Feb. 1
Silver Eagle Suite — University Union
edo.unt.edu

leoš Janáček: life, work 
and contribution, an International 

Festival and conference
The greatest Czech composer of the early 20th century

Feb. 6-9
Murchison Performing Arts Center and Paul Voertman Concert Hall

janacek.unt.edu

orissa dance Academy
The oldest and most lyrical of all Indian classical dance forms

8 p.m. March 28
Lyceum — University Union

unt.edu/fas

steve Martin’s Picasso at the Lapin Agile
A comical encounter between Pablo Picasso and Albert Einstein in a Parisian bar in 1904

7:30 p.m. Feb. 28, March 1-2, 7-8
2 p.m. March 3, 9
University Theatre — Radio, TV, Film and Performing Arts Building 
danceandtheatre.unt.edu
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DANCING STAR
With skills learned as a North Texas Dancers 

co-captain, Melissa Rycroft  (’05) 
danced her way to an all-star win.

Learn more about Rycroft and other 
UNT alumni reality stars at

northtexan.unt.edu/dancing-star.

MELISSA RYCROFT (’05),  BUSINESS GRADUATE  
and former Dallas Cowboys cheerleader, appeared on Th e 
Bachelor and placed third on Dancing With the Stars in 2009. 
Since then, she’s been a Good Morning America correspondent; 
starred in her own CMT reality show, Melissa & Tye, with her 
husband; and wrote a book, My Reality. Th is fall, she returned 
to win the all-stars edition of ABC’s Dancing With the Stars.

“It was incredible!” she says. “I really never expected to win. 
Th ere were so many powerhouses, that I underestimated what 
(partner) Tony Dovolani and I were capable of doing. It was 
probably one of the most surreal moments of my life!”
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 Muse
books

Reviving a language
Timothy 

Montler, 

professor of 

linguistics, 

compiled more 

than 9,000 

entries for the Klallam Diction-
ary (University of Washington 

Press), which was released this 

fall. Th e reference work cov-

ers the endangered language of 

the Klallam tribes in northwest 

Washington and British Colum-

bia, Canada. 

Montler began working with 

the tribes more than 30 years ago. 

Back then, only 100 of the elders 

could speak the language because 

so few of the children learned it. 

Fifteen years later, fewer than 10 

could speak it. Now, hundreds 

of people speak Klallam as their 

second language. In 2007, the 

Klallam Language Program 

asked that Montler work on 

a dictionary, and he received 

$317,502 in funding to support 

the project through the Docu-

menting Endangered Languages 

program, a cooperative program 

of the National Endowment for 

the Humanities and the National 

Science Foundation. 

Tiny forests  
Ricardo Rozzi, 

professor of 

philosophy and 

religion studies, 

is a co-author 

of the new 

guidebook Miniature Forests of 

Cape Horn: Ecotourism with a 
Hand Lens (UNT Press/

Ediciones Universidad de 

Magallanes). 

Th e book explores the 

diversity of species of mosses, 

liverworts and lichens that grow 

on and around trees and rocks in 

the southernmost end of Chile. 

Th ese diverse, colorful organ-

isms create their own “miniature 

forests” that can be explored for 

hours by tourists with a magnify-

ing glass or camera. 

Th e bilingual, full-color book 

was written by an interdisciplin-

ary team from UNT, the Univer-

sity of Connecticut, the Chilean 

Universidad de Magallanes and 

other researchers who work in 

the Sub-Antarctic Biocultural 

Conservation Program — which 

Rozzi serves as director. 

Sacred rock carvings
Lisa N. Owen, 

assistant 

professor of art 

history, writes 

about the 

rock-cut site of 

Ellora in Maharashtra, India, in 

Carving Devotion in the Jain Caves 
at Ellora (Brill). 

Th e caves were carved in the 

sixth through 10th centuries for 

Hindu, Buddhist and Jain devo-

tional practices. Owen analyzes 

art historical and textual evidence 

to better understand how this 

medium transforms a mountain 

into a space for religious activities. 

Her book is considered the 

fi rst full-scale reconstruction of 

the medieval artistic and devo-

tional practices at the site.

Tumbling into a career 
A friend told Amy Tuley (ʼ12) that a flier advertising an audition for the internationally renowned diavolo dance Theater was “screaming” her name. 

But since it was her fi rst-ever audition for a professional dance company, Tuley didn’t let her hopes get too high. For the try-outs, which took place a week 

before her graduation last May, she showed off  her tumbling, gymnastics and dance talents — doing handstands, cartwheels and back rolls and even walking on 

her hands across the studio floor to demonstrate her strength. 

Tuley’s experience in modern dance, tumbling, gymnastics and 

improvisation helped her secure the spot in the Los Angeles-based 

dance group, known for its modern acrobatic dance style.

Her two-year contract with the company, which began in July,  

includes performances throughout the United States, as well as 

Mexico, Holland and Germany.

Tuley has been dancing since she was 3. A visit to the dance stu-

dios during UNT Fall Preview her senior year in high school inspired 

her to major in dance. She performed with the North Texas dancers 

for three years and participated in as many UNT Department of Dance 

and Theatre productions as she could.

She credits faculty members with helping train her for the job.

“You can tell they truly care about you and push you,” Tuley says. 

“They have defi nitely aff ected my life more than they know. I don’t 

know what I would be doing right now if I didn’t decide to come to 

UNT; I wouldn’t be with this company now.”

Read more about Tuley and her journey at northtexan.unt.edu/

amy-tuley.
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Upcoming 
 Events

Winning assignment 
Aaron Teel (’07) 

began writing 

down his child-

hood memories 

in a creative 

nonfiction class 

taught by Ann McCutchan, as-

sistant professor of English. The 

result was a collection of short 

stories called Shampoo Horns 
(Rose Metal Press) that won the 

Rose Metal Press Sixth Annual 

Short Short Chapbook Contest. 

Teel, a high school English 

teacher in Austin, has read his 

works across the country and 

spoke at UNT in November. 

“It was an emotional moment 

for me — bringing Shampoo 
Horns back to UNT where it 

started,” he says. 

The UNT Opera and Concert Choir present Gilbert and Sullivan’s the 

pirates of penzance at 8 p.m. Feb. 22 and March 1 and at 3 p.m. Feb. 

24 and March 3 in the Lyric Theater at the Murchison Performing Arts 

Center. Free “In the Know” lectures for ticket holders begin 45 min-

utes before each performance in the Instrumental Rehearsal Room. 

Visit music.unt.edu/mpac for tickets. 

The kurt elling quartet will perform its jazz tunes as part of the 

UNT Fine Arts Series at 8 p.m. April 4 at the 

Murchison Performing Arts Center. elling is 

among the world’s foremost jazz vocalists. 

The event is free for students, $15 for UNT 

faculty, staff and alumni association mem-

bers and $30 for the general public. Visit 

music.unt.edu/mpac for tickets. 

The Department of Dance and Theatre will present The Lady Re-

vealed, which focuses on the controversy surrounding scholar A.L. 

Rowse when he claimed he found the real-life inspiration for the 

Dark Lady of Shakespeare’s sonnets. The play was written by Andrew 

Harris, professor of theatre history, play analysis and playwriting, 

who received research funding and traveled to england for permis-

sion to use Rowse’s works in the play. The production runs at 7:30 

p.m. April 11-13 and 2 p.m. April 14 at the Studio Theatre in the 

Radio, TV, Film and Performing Arts Building. 

The 12th annual Finalist showcase of the Celebrating songwriters 

Competition, which takes place 7:30 p.m. April 23, is a contest with 

a big prize. The winner receives an invitation to perform at the Kerr-

ville Folk Festival and a recording session at the London Broadcast-

ing Company studio in Nashville. Students can submit their work 

in March at kerrville-music.com. The concert, presented by the UNT 

Fine Arts Series, is in The Syndicate in the University Union. No 

tickets are required.

 Visit calendar.unt.edu for more upcoming events. 

 

 

 

Music

Gospel meets jazz 

Jazz saxophone faculty 

member Brad Leali (’90), above, 

will offer a fresh take on gospel at 

Gospel Meets Jazz: A Black His-
tory Celebration in February. 

The Brad Leali Jazz Orchestra 

will play original arrangements 

by guest pianist and composer 

Claus Raible with a gospel choir 

made up of voice students under 

the direction of vocal jazz faculty 

member Jennifer Barnes.

Drawing attention
     Michael Bise (’01) draws 

pictures of everyday life. Or so 

it seems.

   His unique and detailed 

graphite drawings of family 

and church life have earned top 

awards, including this year’s $50,000 Hunting Prize — one of the 

largest annual monetary awards given to artists.    

   For his winning drawing, “Children,” he drew from a photograph of 

his third-grade class.

   “My intention was to capture a sense of who these children might 

become in the future,” he says. “As an adult looking back at an idealized 

image of childhood, I tried to convey a sense of what the future might 

hold in the children’s faces. That is, I wanted to see the inevitable trials, 

triumphs and disappointments of adulthood reflected in the faces of 

children who had yet to experience those events.”

   Bise lives in Houston, where he has had several exhibitions at the 

Moody Gallery. The award came after he had a heart transplant in 

January, providing him with some needed financial security. 

   “Beyond that, it is always nice to be recognized within a group of 

artists and peers I respect a great deal,” he says. 

   View his work at moodygallery.com. 



22  T h e  N o r t h  T e x a n  |  northtexan.unt.edu  |  W i n t e r  2 0 1 2

 Muse
made up of composers, engi-

neers, researchers and musicians  

who work in the field of 

computer music. Nelson’s work 

ranked highest from the North 

and South American region. 

His winning piece was 

released on the conference’s CD 

and was featured at the opening 

concert of the annual conference 

this September in Ljubljana, 

Slovenia. The CD also includes 

a work by Panayiotis Kokoras, 

new assistant professor of com-

position studies, whose work 

was among the top eight at the 

conference for this past year. 

 

Television and Film

NTDaily en Español 

Spanish-speaking broad-

cast journalism students have 

created their own TV newscast 

— NTDaily en Español. The 

five-minute program is aimed 

at Spanish speakers at UNT 

and in the city of Denton and 

airs as the final segment of the 

NTDaily newscast on Denton 

Community TV. 

Students Fabianna Blanco, 

Cinthia Campillo, Daisy Silos, 

Stephanie Rivas and Oscar 

Casanova wanted to create the 

broadcast so they could prepare 

to pursue careers on Spanish-

language TV stations. The crew 

runs all of the elements of the 

newscast — and they do it with-

in Voertman Hall in the Music 

Building.

 

Winning composition
Jon Christopher Nelson, 

professor of composition studies 

and associate dean for operations 

for the College of Music, won 

the America’s Region Award 

for his composition, “Turbulent 

Blue,” at the International  

Computer Music Association 

conference. The organization is 

     The performance — includ-

ing slave songs, traditional and 

contemporary gospel tunes and 

jazz — will be coupled with a 

visual presentation of moments 

from African American history.  

     “This celebration will be 

significant because a lot of jazz 

comes from the tradition of 

gospel music,” Leali says. “The 

combination of the two provides 

a very powerful musical message.”

     The performance is free and 

is scheduled for 5 p.m. Feb. 17 

out course credit or getting paid, 

notes Nann Goplerud, principal 

lecturer at the Mayborn School 

of Journalism. 

“We have received amazing 

responses,” Blanco says. “I have 

people who have added me on 

Facebook and Twitter congratu-

lating me for the newscast, and 

one of them even said she was 

going to help me find a job.”

Watch the Spanish-language 

segment on dentonctv.com.

Dallas agency

John Kolinofsky (’04) is 

bringing his Hollywood know-

how to the North Texas region. 

The radio/television/film major 

founded Callidus Agency in Dal-

las two years ago after working as 

a talent agent in Los Angeles for 

seven years. 

The agency’s UNT ties 

remain strong. Phillip Espinoza 

(’05) serves as director of the 

fashion/commercial print and 

runway division, and they count 

several UNT alumni among their 

clients. Kolinofsky remembers 

his classes with Alan Albarran, 

professor and chair of the RTVF 

department, and Phyllis Slocum, 

principal lecturer and manager 

of NTTV, as well as being the 

chapter president of Sigma Phi 

Epsilon. 

 “Being a Greek at UNT was 

a very rewarding experience,” 

Kolinofsky says. “There are so 

 Back to school 
“We’re finally living the college experience we were hoping for 

years ago,” says Chris Thompson (’04), drummer for the Eli Young 

Band, referring to the fanfare he and fellow band mates and alumni 

— Mike Eli (’04), pictured above, James Young (’02) and Jon Jones 

(’04) — received while on campus in November to film a webisode 

for the song  “Life at Best.”

The four were roommates, fraternity brothers and classmates at 

UNT more than a decade ago. This year, the band scored two No. 1 

singles — “Crazy Girl” and “Even If It Breaks Your Heart,” which 

recently was nominated for two Grammy awards for Best Country 

Duo/Group Performance and Best Country Song. The group also 

won Song of the Year from the Association of Country Music 

awards. They’ll tour with country singer Kenny Chesney next year. 

But they haven’t forgotten their days at UNT. The band shot the 

webisode in science labs, class rooms, concert halls, Onstead Plaza 

in the Library Mall and at Apogee Stadium.

“It feels like we never left the university,” Thompson says. “It’s 

been a number of years since we’ve graduated, but coming back, 

hanging on campus and walking around the same places we walked 

so many years ago, it really feels like we haven’t been gone at all.” 
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out course credit or getting paid, 

notes Nann Goplerud, principal 

lecturer at the Mayborn School 

of Journalism. 

“We have received amazing 

responses,” Blanco says. “I have 

people who have added me on 

Facebook and Twitter congratu-

lating me for the newscast, and 

one of them even said she was 

going to help me fi nd a job.”

Watch the Spanish-language 

segment on dentonctv.com.

Dallas agency

John Kolinofsky (’04) is 

bringing his Hollywood know-

how to the North Texas region. 

Th e radio/television/fi lm major 

founded Callidus Agency in Dal-

las two years ago after working as 

a talent agent in Los Angeles for 

seven years. 

Th e agency’s UNT ties 

remain strong. Phillip Espinoza 

(’05) serves as director of the 

fashion/commercial print and 

runway division, and they count 

several UNT alumni among their 

clients. Kolinofsky remembers 

his classes with Alan Albarran, 

professor and chair of the RTVF 

department, and Phyllis Slocum, 

principal lecturer and manager 

of NTTV, as well as being the 

chapter president of Sigma Phi 

Epsilon. 

 “Being a Greek at UNT was 

a very rewarding experience,” 

Kolinofsky says. “Th ere are so 

When Grammy Award-winning saxophonist and jazz producer Bob Belden (’78) 

recorded his latest CD, Transparent Heart, he picked musicians that had a special 

connection to him — young UNT alumni and students. 

Transparent Heart is a music diary to Belden’s home of 30 years, Manhattan. The mu-

sic uses natural sounds and radio transmissions from the city mixed in with electronica 

and abstract jazz. Belden, who has produced many of the Sony/Legacy Miles davis 

reissues, has recorded 20 CDs as bandleader. 

He formed the band Animation for Transparent Heart aft er hearing bassist Jacob 

Smith, who was a jazz studies major, on a Cd. The band also includes Roberto Verastegui 

(’11) on keyboards, Pete Clagett (’12 M.M.) on trumpet and sophomore jazz studies major 

Matt Young on drums.

It’s full circle for Belden, who came to UNT at age 16 and started taking senior-level 

courses. He says the music school gave him the flexibility to mix jazz and contemporary 

classical composition, as well as the opportunity to work with faculty members such as 

Martin Mailman, Leon Breeden, Dan Haerle (’66) and Jim Riggs.

Now Belden, who was named a distinguished alumnus in 2007, is mentoring his own 

bandmates, who have traveled across the United States and europe. 

“It’s always about the high level of performance that the ‘students’ at UNT strive to 

achieve and the quest for understanding the idea of being a musician that, for me, is 

inspiring to be around,” Belden says. “And these cats all get along. Traveling for us is 

about enjoying life and having as much fun as possible all the time and performing at 

the highest level we can.”

Learn more about the band at animationismusic.com. 

Young cats and big dog 

Th e Bob Belden (’78) band, Animation, from left to 
right, Robert Verastegui (’11), former jazz studies ma-
jor Jacob Smith, Belden, sophomore jazz studies major 
Matt Young and Pete Clagett (’12 M.M.).
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many parallels to taking a leadership 

position in an organization like that 

and getting ahead in business.”

visual Arts

Art fellow
Robert Milnes, dean of the Col-

lege of Visual Arts and Design, was 

elected a fellow and lifetime member 

of the National Association of 

Schools of Art and Design this fall.

Milnes previously served as 

president of the organization, 

which promotes art and design in 

higher education. Along with his 

role at UNT, Milnes is a consultant 

and evaluator for art and design 

programs around the world. He re-

cently made a consultation with 

Kuwait University in Kuwait 

City, Kuwait, his 50th visit to a 

campus.

Milnes says that his being 

named a fellow shows that 

UNT continues to have a voice 

and leadership role in the evolu-

tion of art and design programs.

“For our students and 

faculty, it means that we have 

people engaged in this dialogue 

and bringing the resources the 

dialogue develops back to the

campus to help our own 

programs,” he says.  

International sculptor

Internationally renowned 

sculptor Jesús Moroles (’78) has 

just fi nished his biggest project 

in Shanghai — a plaza with a 

50-foot and 9-foot diameter 

granite column and granite river, 

landscape and benches.  

In September, UNT’s Col-

lege of Visual Arts and Design 

hosted a reception and signing 

for his book, Moroles - Granite 
Sculpture, which features 200 of 

his 3,000 sculptures. He has been 

working in China for 16 years and 

sculpted a piece for the 2008 Sum-

mer Olympics.

Moroles, who received the 2008 

National Medal of Arts, says that 

when he looks at the book, he sees 

what else needs to be done. 

“I think there’s a lot of work to 

do,” he says. “I keep seeing a video 

that says one lifetime isn’t enough. 

I’ve been lucky to have many 

chances to get it right. My best 

work is yet to come.” 
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Like many freshmen, Ashley Hinck 
was nervous when she started college. She 
wondered if she would make new friends. 
She felt sad about leaving her parents. 

And she didn’t have a major. When she 
told folks back home she was undeclared, 
they gave her a disapproving, “Oh.”

“It was seen as a bad thing,” she says. 
“Like I had no direction in my life.”

But UNT had just the program to 
help Hinck and other students like her.

Th e Core Curriculum learning 
communities program for undecided 
majors includes a First-Year Seminar class 
to help students choose their academic 
fi eld. After taking an interest and career 
survey and interviewing professors for 
research on career fi elds, Hinck realized 
she would fi t best in the “helper” profes-
sions. Now, she’s majoring in psychology.

“Several of my friends ended up 
changing their majors at some point in 
their college career,” she says. “I was able to 
just skip that step and go straight into 
discovering what I wanted to do.”

Th is program is one of numerous ways 
UNT prepares freshmen for success. In 
many cases, this fi rst year in college is 
their fi rst time to experience true 
independence and responsibility. And 
they are barraged with life changes as they 
live in a new place, take more challenging 
classes and choose career goals.

For two consecutive years, UNT has 
admitted its largest and most academi-
cally talented freshman classes with SAT 
scores higher than the Texas and national 
averages. To ensure these fi rst-year 
students fi nd continued success, the 
university has created a series of initiatives 

to help them fl ourish by welcoming them 
to campus and helping them make 
connections with peers, faculty and staff . 

Th ese programs begin with a compre-
hensive orientation session before they 
even take their fi rst class. Other initiatives 
— such as learning commons in academic 
buildings — encourage students to study 
together, while other programs lead them 
to get involved in social activities.

Look at Hinck now — she has an eye 
on a career in counseling. And as a peer 
mentor, she encourages other undecided 
students to fi nd something they are 
passionate about.

“If you have at least one thing you 
love,” Hinck says, “you will feel more 
connected with the university and it will 
become your home.”

UNT helps fi rst-year students adjust to college life, develop academic skills and discover their career path 

by JessiCA DeLeÓn
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by JessiCA DeLeÓn

Getting oriented
For Leticia Hernandez, adjusting to 

college life was tough. Now a sophomore, 
the pre-electrical engineering major 
became the fi rst in her family to go to 
college — earning 10 scholarships to get 
to UNT. But the reading and workload 
was more than she expected.

“It’s a huge transition coming from 
high school,” she says. “I didn’t know how 
to start studying for all these classes.”

But Hernandez took on these new 
challenges with UNT’s support. She 
began writing down important dates in 
her notebook and frequently called her 
mom for advice. And she became more 
active in social activities. 

She now helps high school students 
apply to college as part of the organiza-
tion G-Force, serves as a volunteer tutor 
for the Exceptional Engineers group 
and is chair of the community service 
committee for UNT’s League of United 
Latin American Citizens.

“I always think when I’m really busy, ‘It 

will be worth it in the end,’” she says. “My 
hard work will pay off  with my degree.”

One of the fi rst things that helped 
Hernandez was orientation. As soon as 
students receive their acceptance letter, 
UNT reaches out to them by inviting 
them to one of the many summer 
orientation sessions. During the manda-
tory three-day event, students learn about 
university courses, policies and academic 
expectations, and they meet with an 
advisor and pre-register for classes. 

Th ey also get to meet Scrappy, the 
UNT mascot, and learn UNT traditions 
like how to make the Eagle claw and sing 
the fi ght song and alma mater. 

But most importantly they meet other 
freshmen and make friends.

“I had a lot of fun because the very 
fi rst person that I met is still my friend 
today,” Hernandez says. “I met a lot of 
really nice people, including the orienta-
tion leaders. I got familiar with the 
campus, and by staying in the dorms I got 
to see what college life would be like.” 

Using UNT’s private online social 
network, some freshmen meet each other 
before they even step foot on campus. 
Th is resource lets admitted students 
connect with other future classmates who 
share interests in majors, hometowns, 
residence halls, or areas such as entertain-
ment or sports — and coming to campus 
makes those connections real.

Students also can attend Eagle Camp, 
an extended orientation program the 
weekend before school starts. Th is year, 
300 students met and bonded with their 
future classmates while learning valuable 
leadership skills through creative activities 
like performing skits and raising money 
for a local food bank. 

“Our primary goal is for students to 
connect with incoming and current 
students before classes begin,” says Janice 
Hicks, coordinator of the Orientation 
and Transition Programs offi  ce. “It helps 
make the university feel more like home 
to our students.”

Each August, freshmen are welcomed 

Ashley Hinck, a junior psychology major, middle, was an undecided major as a freshman, but after a First-Year Seminar 
class, she discovered her passion for counseling. Now she mentors freshmen Paul Barrera, left, and Lexi Montoya, right.
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Leticia Hernandez, a sophomore pre-electrical engineering major, took one of UNT’s Discovery courses — 
Learning to Learn — specially designed for engineering students, during her freshman year.

Sophia Ramirez, a freshman music education major, lives in Bruce Hall with other music majors in one of UNT’s 15 REAL 
communities, which combine students of the same major on the same fl oor or residence hall.

G
ar

y 
Pa

yn
e

Jonathan Reynolds



W i n t e r  2 0 1 2   |  northtexan.unt.edu  |   T h e  N o r t h  T e x a n  27

during Mean Green Move-In to their new 
home by hundreds of campus volunteers 
— including students, faculty, staff  and 
President V. Lane Rawlins — when the 
13 residence halls open the week before 
school starts.  

During First Flight Week, the fi rst 
week of school, students become more 
immersed in campus life with convoca-
tion, seminars and the Mean Green Fling 
social event.

 
In the classroom

By then, students are already attending 
their fi rst classes. Many freshmen take 
one-semester Discovery courses, part of 
the Core Curriculum classes that all 
students must take, that prepare them for 
their majors and the undergraduate 
experience. 

Psychology majors can take “Myth-
busting: Distinguish Fact from Fallacy in 
Psychological and Everyday Life,” and 

marketing majors can learn about 
“International Cultures and Consump-
tion” or “Professional Selling.” 

One timely course this fall, “Panic, 
Power and Persuasion,” combined 
political science and psychology courses 
so students can examine the presidential 
race from a psychological perspective.

Hernandez took a “Learning to Learn” 
class in engineering, in which students 
experiment with diff erent learning styles. 
Students assemble electronic circuits, 
collaborate on presentations and create 
professional reports. Hernandez says 
these presentations gave her the double 
benefi t of learning communication skills 
and building new friendships. 

 “Presentations are something I must 
get used to because of my fi eld,” she says, 
“I’m able to get the practice I need.”

Th e class is similar to the First-Year 
Seminar that Hinck took for undecided 
majors. Also a Discovery course, the semi-

nar helps students learn good study habits 
and develop methods of testing new ideas 
in addition to surveying career options. 
Th e students also take two other classes 
together so they see the same people in 
three of their classes, helping a large 
campus feel more familiar. 

First-Year students can team up to 
study together in the learning commons 
at Sage Hall, the former Business 
Building that was transformed last year 
into a one-stop resource center with 
various offi  ces focused on student success 
— such as the Honors College, Emerald 
Eagle Scholars and Study Abroad.

“You don’t learn alone,” says Celia 
Williamson, vice provost for education 
innovation. “You learn together.”

Also in Sage Hall, the Learning 
Center provides students with many 
resources, including individual and online 
tutoring, study groups and dozens of 
workshops. Th e center also oversees the 

Matthew Beldon, a sophomore radio/TV/fi lm major, right, lives in a REAL community in Kerr Hall with other RTVF majors, 
like freshman Wynn Smith, left. They are part of a group producing videos advising freshmen about campus life.
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108-item ENGAGE survey, which assists 
with identifying students who may need 
additional help. More than 4,000 students 
take the survey during orientation. Th en, 
UNT staff ers reach out to students who 
may appear to need more help and advise 
them about available campus resources.

“Th is helps the student know that 
someone cares,” says Joshua Adams, the 
center’s director.  “And it hopefully leads 
them to the resources and help they need.”

Social life
Freshman music education major 

Sophia Ramirez is making friends at 
Bruce Hall. She lives with her fellow 
music majors there in one of UNT’s 15 
REAL (Residents Engaged in Academic 
Living) communities, which combine 
students of the same major on the same 
fl oor or in the same residence hall. 

Since she and the other residents take 
the same classes, they often study together 
at Bruce. Th ey even practice music in the 
laundry room — taking a keyboard and 
working on a few trouble spots they had 
in choir while washing their clothes. She 

and her friends exercise in each other’s 
rooms, eat Chinese food, watch TV and 
paint their nails together. 

“Bruce Hall has helped me adjust to 
college life by being a second home,” she 
says. “I love UNT.”

Just as Ramirez did, students need to 
get engaged in their community, says 
Dylan Matsumori, staff  psychologist and 
outreach coordinator for Counseling and 
Testing Services.

“Part of being successful in a university 
is fi nding your niche and knowing what 
your interests are, what you are good at 
and what you value,” he says. 

Sophomore Matthew Beldon is 
interested in becoming a TV news 
producer. He belongs to a student group 
who produces a series of videos, called 
720, for the housing offi  ce that appear on 
YouTube. Th e series, made by students 
for students, advises freshmen about 
campus life, from fi nancial aid to dining. 

Th e crew members — who all live on 
the REAL community fl oor for radio/
TV/fi lm majors in Kerr Hall — stick 
together. Beldon says beyond hanging out, 

going to the movies and playing Xbox 
together, they support each other 
whenever someone feels sick or needs to 
vent. Th ey host study groups for diff erent 
classes and proofread each other’s papers. 
Producing the videos also gives them a 
creative way to put their classroom lessons 
to work. 

“We’re all close,” he says, “because we’re 
all working together.”  

Freshmen also can engage in social 
activities by using a social “passport,” 
collecting stamps for activities they attend. 
Th ey can document their experiences 
through the First-Year Photo Project, 
where their snapshots appear online.

A mentoring program gives students 
an opportunity to make connections on 
campus with faculty or staff  members. 
And Family Weekend in the fall, with 
activities such as a barbecue dinner and 
football game, is a reminder to students 
and parents that family is constant.

Tammy Cain visited her daughter, 
freshman dance major Angelle Cain, 
during this year’s Family Weekend. Cain 
says she knew her daughter was doing 

Alyssa Dixon, a senior development and family studies major, has been active in student organizations since her freshman 
year, pledging Delta Gamma sorority and founding the human rights group Invisible Children.
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Aware of the value and quality 
of a UNT education — 
78 percent receive fi nancial 
aid and scholarships.

Wired and connected, making 
access to their friends, family 
and faculty immediate, effective 
and safe.

Go to northtexan.unt.edu/online to learn how design professor Eric 
Ligon (’97 M.F.A.) and his family — who are living in UNT’s Honors 
Hall — are helping freshmen students adjust to life away from home. 
Also, watch a slideshow about the freshman year on campus, share 
your own memories from your fi rst year, and see how the Class of 
2016 is connecting to campus through the First-Year Photo Project. 

ONLINE EXCLUSIVE

well because she received texts and phone 
calls from Angelle that mentioned new 
friends and activities in her residence hall. 

“Th e messages were the real thing,” 
Tammy says. “She was thriving.”

Helping hand
But even with all the programs UNT 

provides, students sometimes need a little 
more help.

Counseling and Testing Services off ers 
a variety of discussion groups, with topics 
such as mindful meditation and dealing 
with grief. Faculty members who see a 
student with any academic, behavioral or 
health problem — from a bad score on a 
test to frequent absences — can send a 
report through the Early Alert Response 
System, spearheaded by the Student 
Academic Readiness Team (START), 
and a staff  member will contact the 
student. Freshmen with a grade point 
average below a 2.0 are sent an academic 
alert and required to attend an advising 
session and workshop.

Th e Dean of Students Offi  ce includes 
the CARE team, which helps students 

who may be struggling with an issue. For 
example, Maureen McGuiness, dean of 
students and assistant vice president for 
student aff airs, talked to one homesick 
student and discovered she had been 
active in sports in high school. She 
advised her to participate in intramural 
sports so she would have an opportunity 
to create a network of friends. She learned 
that another student was living in his car 
and quickly helped him fi nd housing.

About 400 student organizations on 
campus — from recreational sports to 
Greek life to service organizations — pro-
vide students with social activities to 
balance their academic lives.

“A lot of the things we do help lay the 
foundation for the next four or fi ve years 
of a student’s life,” McGuiness says.  

Th at foundation led to a new way of 
thinking for senior development and 
family studies major Alyssa Dixon. 

As a freshman, she came to campus 
knowing only a few people. She soon took 
advantage of UNT’s social activities such 
as pledging a sorority and she founded the 
student organization Invisible Children to 
get students involved in human rights.

 “Being involved has made me a 
well-rounded person,” she says. “I’ve 
worked with a diverse group of people 
and have learned to love and respect 
everyone despite diff ering viewpoints.” 

Dixon advises freshmen to embrace 
the college experience at UNT. 

“You can grow,” she says, “and become 
someone completely diff erent here.” 

UNT’s Class of 2016 is:

The largest and most academically 
talented UNT freshman class with an 
average SAT score of 1106, higher 
than the Texas and national averages.

Savvy in using the latest technology 
tools (iPads, e-book readers), 
making backpacks lighter and 
learning more accessible.

Part of the “green” generation 
that has helped UNT make 
The Princeton Review list of
environmentally responsible 
universities.

Proud of UNT and bleeding green by 
being committed to giving back and 
staying engaged through about 400 
student organizations on campus.

Gary Payne
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Laura Rusnok (’10) found the pathway to her lifelong dream 
while walking the corridors at UNT. 

Th e business major bumped into Jeff  Sager, professor of 
marketing and logistics, and he commented about the airplane 
logo on her T-shirt.

Rusnok said she was interested in aviation — she had wanted 
to be a pilot since she was 14 — and Sager suggested that she 
speak with Steve Swartz, associate professor of marketing and 
logistics, who was spearheading UNT’s new aviation logistics 
degree. Rusnok took his advice and became the fi rst person to 
graduate with that major. 

“You could either classify it as divine providence or sheer dumb 
luck,” she says of the incident.

Rusnok, one of 3,500 transfer students who come to UNT 
each year, had transferred from Tarrant County College. While 
many transfer students know their major, others fi nd a new 
direction in their career thanks to UNT’s classes and faculty.

Rusnok, for example, had considered other four-year colleges 
with aviation programs, but they were too expensive for her. 
UNT’s aviation logistics program is the fi rst four-year program of 
its type at a university in Texas and one of only two such programs 
in the nation. 

“UNT worked out better because they were creating their own 
business aviation program,” she says. 

 
Art of the matter

UNT does everything it can to make the transfer process go as 
smoothly as possible. 

Prospective students can take transfer tours specifi cally tailored 
for them. UNT participates in the Texas Common Course 
Numbering System, making it easy to transfer courses. Transfer 
advisors help students by providing advice and answering any ques-
tions. Once the students are on campus, they can receive help from 
the UNT Transfer Center. 

But alumni also credit UNT’s faculty members for steering 
them into successful careers. Jessica Weiss (’02), for instance, 
changed her career goals when she transferred to UNT from 
Collin College in spring 2001. 

She majored in art history with the intent to go to medical 
school, fi guring the art classes would stand out from the usual 
biology and chemistry majors. 

Th en she took the Sex and the Renaissance class with Kelly 
Donahue-Wallace, associate professor of art education and art 
history. In this seminar class, she and her 10 classmates debated 
images of the gods and nudes during this time period.

“Th e seminar proved to me that being an art historian is more 
than memorizing a lot of facts. You have to actively engage with the 
materials to generate your own interpretations,” Weiss says. “I liked 
art history so much, that’s what I’ve studied in school since.” 

by Jessica DeLeÓn

Turning 
Point
students discover new career directions aft er transferring to UNT
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She hopes to work as an art history professor after 
completing her doctorate this spring at the University of 
Texas at Austin.

Valuable references
Banker Bryan Milner (’00) knew his career plans when 

he came to UNT in the spring of 1999. But his teachers 
guided him to the right jobs.

He had gone to UT in the early 1990s, then took time 
off  to play guitar professionally. He also was buying and 
selling vintage guitars, and he soon became more intrigued 
with the business aspects than the guitars themselves. 

He went to Tyler Junior College, then transferred to 
UNT, choosing it over other major universities after he 
met Imre Karafi ath, the professor who was chair of the 
Department of Finance, Insurance, Real Estate and Law. 

“I got a great feeling from the folks at UNT,” Milner 
says, noting the faculty seemed to be very engaged with 
teaching. 

As he approached graduation, he had several job 
interviews — all set up by his professors, including the late 
Peyton Foster ‘Doc’ Roden,  professor of fi nance, insurance, 
real estate and law — and landed his fi rst job at Mary Kay 
Inc. He earned an M.B.A. in 2004 and now serves as vice 
president of loan originations at Wells Fargo Capital 
Finance, where he originates loans from $30 million to $5 
billion in a four-state region. 

Flying high
Like Milner, Rusnok now works in her chosen fi eld 

thanks to her education at UNT. 
After graduation, she landed a job as an aviation 

insurance underwriter at Phoenix Aviation Managers, 
where she examines insurance risks of commercial business 
and corporate aircraft. She travels around the country, 
sometimes fl ying the company’s plane, to visit brokers and 
meet prospective and existing customers. 

Th rough her education at UNT, she learned the basics  
of the aviation industry and the technical vocabulary of her 
fi eld,  and how airlines  and cargo operators fi t in the 
network of global supply chains. She’s grateful she attended 
UNT, which she chose for its well-regarded business 
program, location and aff ordable costs.

“My professors gave me the right environment to 
pursue my passion for aviation inside and outside the 
classroom walls,” she says.  “UNT was my gateway, 
preparing me for the skills needed in the real world.”  

From top: Laura Rusnok (’10), Jessica Weiss (’02) 
and Bryan Milner (’00)
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aAfter several inspiring visits to art museums in Europe during her master’s 
studies at Glasgow University, Adriana D’Alba (’12 Ph.D.) wanted to find a way 
to use the Internet so those without resources to travel could have similar 
experiences. In fact, she chose UNT to study because Greg Jones, an associate 
professor of learning technologies who would become her major professor and 
advisor, had like interests.

“I was looking for a place to begin my Ph.D.,” she says. “I read about this guy 
at UNT who was researching 3-D virtual museum environments, the research 
that I wanted to do.”

A native of Mexico, D’Alba studied and taught graphic design at the Universi-
dad Autónoma del Estado de México in Toluca before her master’s studies. After 
D’Alba began her doctorate at UNT, Jones helped her write a grant proposal for 
the UAEM-UNT Research Seed Funding Program. 

The fund, established in 2010, provides for joint research projects that 
strengthen the close relationship between the two institutions and give students 
opportunities for international immersion with different languages and culture. 
 
International cooperation

The Research Seed Funding Program is the most recent of several connec-
tions benefiting students that UNT and UAEM have forged through their 
10-year partnership. Other mutually beneficial efforts include a scholarship 
program for UAEM graduates who enter doctoral degree programs at UNT, a 
summer institute hosted by UNT’s Department of Linguistics and Technical 
Communication that provides UAEM students and faculty with intense English 
language instruction, academic liaison offices at the UAEM and UNT campuses, 
and exchange programs for students between the sister universities.

“As we celebrate the first decade of our formal collaboration, the common 
themes of reciprocity, respect and quality of our endeavor have been retained and 
strengthened,” UNT Provost Warren Burggren says. “This successful interna-
tional cooperation has enriched both universities.”

The seed funding grant allowed D’Alba to test a 3-D virtual environment that 
she designed, using software created by Jones, for an exhibit of murals by 
contemporary Mexican artist and sculptor Leopoldo Flores that is on permanent 
display at UAEM. 

Two universities  

celebrate 10 years 

 of research  

collaborations and 

cultural exchange for  

students and faculty  

by R andena Hulstrand

UNT-UAEM  
 Partnership
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                        Adriana D’Alba         
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“I’ve been able to apply my love of art to 
teaching,” says D’Alba, who earned her 
doctoral degree in May and recently 
became an assistant professor of education 
at Grambling University, where she 
continues to collaborate with Jones on 
researching learning environments. 

“I’m incredibly lucky,” she says. “I could 
not have done this research or gone this far 
without UNT and UAEM.”

Win-win situation 
Oscar Olea-Mejia (’07 Ph.D.) attended 

a lecture as an undergraduate at UAEM in 
2003 delivered by Witold Brostow, UNT 
Regents Professor of materials science and 
engineering. Brostow was the first UNT 
faculty member to establish a connection to 
UAEM through research collaborations 
before the formal agreement was signed 
between the two universities in 2002. 

 “Dr. Brostow told me about UNT’s 
engineering programs and the joint 
programs forming with UAEM,” says Olea, 
who now teaches at UAEM’s College of 
Chemistry.  “I came to UNT, and as my 
doctoral advisor, he inspired me to be a 
materials scientist.”

While at UNT, Olea published research 
papers in prestigious journals such as Mate-
rials Letters. He also presented papers at 
conferences in Japan, Poland and Mexico. 
Brostow adds that Olea and other UAEM 
faculty have contributed to editing the 
Journal of Materials Education published by 
the International Council on Materials 
Education, headquartered at UNT. 

“The partnerships benefit students and 
faculty going both ways,” Brostow says. 
“With our global economy, it’s important 
for students to have exposure to different 
cultures, habits and customs.”

Olea has fond memories of his time at 
UNT, living in the residence halls and 
participating on the UNT tennis club 
team, which fostered many friendships and 
helped him master English.

“My fluency in English was very 
important to me as it’s considered the 
universal language for the global scientific 
community,” he says.

At UAEM, Olea now teaches and 
researches materials science at the nano-
level, using green chemistry techniques, in 
the university’s Sustainable Chemistry 
Research Center. During his time at UNT, 
he gained experience working on electron 
microscopes similar to those he now uses 
in his center.

“I wanted to be a researcher, but I 
became a teacher too. I learned that one 
goes with the other,” he says, adding that 
some of his students have since come to 
UNT through joint research projects with 
Brostow.

“The partnerships and achievements of 
the students at both universities are a 
win-win situation,” Olea says. “Productivity 
increases when more people are involved 
with a project and different perspectives, 
experiences and equipment complement 
each other.

“I feel very proud of my two universities 
— UAEM and UNT.” 

Different perspective
As a McNair Scholar and political 

science undergraduate focused on human 
rights, Rosa Fonseca (’08) wanted a better 
understanding of Mexico, the country in 
which she was born. 

“I had been in the states since I was a 
little girl,” she says. “And even though I 
visited Mexico with my family every year, I 
wanted to understand the country on a 
different level.”

During Fonseca’s senior year, after 
receiving guidance from the UAEM liaison 
office at UNT, she packed her bags and 
headed to Toluca as the first student to go 
to UAEM in a UNT exchange program. 
She took classes in human rights, Mexican 
constitutional law and conflict mediation 
— classes she says opened her eyes to 
different perspectives and forced her out of 
her comfort zone.

“Using the Socratic method, my 
constitutional law professor challenged me 
to really think about whether the state-
ments I was making about the Mexican 
constitution, which I had to make in 
Spanish, were correct,” she says.

Now as an advisor for UNT’s McNair 
Scholars Program, Fonseca is continuing 
her master’s studies in political science. She 
wants to research how to settle territorial 
conflicts, partly inspired by her UAEM 
roommate’s studies as a geographer.

“My studies in Mexico exposed me to 
other ideas and people,” she says. “Before, I 
was studying international relations 
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without an in-depth understanding of 
another country. It’s much diff erent when 
you live there 24/7.”

Life changing
Like Fonseca, Linda Lucía Santana, a 

UNT M.F.A. student in printmaking, took 
part in the exchange program. She learned 
of the universities’ partnership last summer 
when she attended an art exhibition of 
UAEM lithography students at UNT’s 
Cora Staff ord Gallery.

“My specialty is lithography, so right 
away I was interested,” she says. “Mexican 
and Mexican-American folklore and song 
are the inspiration for my artwork. I’m 
second-generation Mexican American, but 
I had never been to Mexico.”

During her UAEM studies, Santana 
created a series of drawings and prints of 
the street vendors she encountered in 
Toluca, Campeche, Merida and Mexico 
City. Th is fall, she hosted a showing of her 
work at the North Gallery in UNT’s Art 
Building. She says she made instant 
connections with the lithography professor 
at UAEM and other art students.

“A lot of my work deals with a sense of 
belonging,” she says. “In Mexico, I con-
nected with the other artists there. We had 
camaraderie — we were all printmakers.”

Santana says her UAEM experience 
was an unforgettable journey.  

“In conducting research in Mexico, I 
discovered more about my culture, my 
artistic purpose and myself,” she says. “It 
was life changing.” 

G r o w I N G  PA r T N E r s H I P

Located in Toluca, 45 miles west of Mexico City, the Uni-

versidad Autónoma del Estado de México is one of the larg-

est public universities in Mexico, enrolling 49,000 students.

With the help of Provost Warren Burggren, then dean of 

UNT’s College of Arts and Sciences, a formal agreement al-

lowing UNT and UAEM to work together on research was 

signed in 2002. His involvement, which includes conduct-

ing biological sciences research with UAEM faculty mem-

bers as well as representing UNT as an administrator, con-

tributed to his recent naming as Rector Honoris Causa, or 

Honorary President, by UAEM offi  cials. 

Highlights of the 10-year partnership between UNT and 

UAEM include formation of an academic liaison offi  ce at 

both universities to promote the exchange of students and 

scholars between UNT and UAEM. And the formation of the 

UAEM-UNT Research Seed Funding Program in 2010 has 

strengthened the partnership. To date, the program has pro-

vided 23 awards to faculty members and their students in 

areas ranging from engineering and technology to natural 

sciences, education and humanities.

“The seed fund has established itself as one of the 

most successful connections between the two institu-

tions,” says Manuel Goel, director of the UAEM academic 

liaison offi  ce at UNT. “Researchers demonstrate through 

science and culture that it is possible to break language 

and distance barriers.”

 

  

From left:  Oscar Olea-Mejia (’07 Ph.D.), Rosa Fonseca (’08) and 
Linda Lucía Santana. Below: UNT Provost Warren Burggren, 
right, receiving his Honorary President award from UAEM Rector 
C. Eduardo Gasca Pliego, left, this fall. 
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This November’s Homecoming week — themed “Once Upon 
a Homecoming” — was celebrated in storybook fashion. The 
campus community jump-started the festivities with the Home-
coming Picnic and Pep Rally. Later in the week students exempli-
fied Mean Green spirit and tradition at the Yell Like Hell contest  
and parade, as did reuniting alumni of the Floyd Graham Society 
and the Black Alumni Network, and the Class of 1962 at the 
Golden Eagles luncheon. And for the first time, Scrappy was able 
to lead his kingdom in the Spirit March, bonfire and gameday 
activities across the new pedestrian bridge over I-35E to UNT’s 
Apogee Stadium.

See some of this year’s Homecoming highlights in a photo 
slideshow and watch a video of the Golden Eagles reunion 
at northtexan.unt.edu/homecoming-2012.

UNT campus enchanted 
  by Homecoming 2012.

Once Upon a homecoming
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Left: The Green Brigade crosses over the  
new pedestrian bridge during the Spirit 
March to the bonfire. Right: Mean Green 
players battle Arkansas State.  

Middle row: From left, President V. Lane  
Rawlins and Mary Jo Rawlins ride in the pa-
rade; North Texas Dancers jazz up the  
parade route; guitarist Jack Petersen per-
forms at the Floyd Graham Society 40th an-
niversary celebration; the Greek team’s float 
— Delta Gamma, Phi Kappa Sigma, Phi Iota 
Alpha, Sigma Nu and Zeta Phi Beta — wins 
the Greek Eagle Spirit Honorable Mention 
trophy at the parade. 

Bottom row: From left, the Homecoming 
crowd cheers on the Mean Green; the  
Homecoming Queen, senior Erica Stein, and 
King, senior David Wolpert, are crowned; 
Mean Green spirit lights up the bonfire.
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When UNT founder Joshua C. Chilton envisioned his dream 
for UNT, he remarked, “It will be our aim to become leaders in 
the education of the young men and women of Texas, fitting 
them to creditably take the most important positions in business 
and professional circles.”

Members of the university’s Founder’s Circle are working to 
help UNT stay that course by giving generously to help fund 
everything from student scholarships to faculty research projects 
to state-of-the-art facilities. The UNT Founder’s Circle com-
prises the university’s top three donor recognition societies, 
including individuals who have made cumulative lifetime gifts to 
UNT of $250,000 or more.

“The gifts that come from Founder’s Circle donors are 
game-changing gifts,” President V. Lane Rawlins says. “These are 
the kind of gifts that make a good university great. They not only 

Founder’s circle  
recognizes donors whose  

contributions have a  
profound impact.

Michael Monticino, vice president for advancement and director of development for the UNT Foundation, speaks with 
members of UNT’s Founder’s Circle, a group of donors whose lifetime giving contributions to the university range from 
$250,000 to beyond $1 million. 

legacy of transformation



W i n t e r  2 0 1 2   |  northtexan.unt.edu  |   T h e  N o r t h  T e x a n  39

r e C o g n i t i o n  s o C i e t i e s

• T H E  M C C O N N E L L  S O C I E T Y  
The McConnell Society recognizes those with  
contributions of $1 million or more.

Horace and euline (’74) Brock 
Don (’52) and Ruth Buchholz 
Kristin Farmer (’95) 
Anne Fields 
Alan and Shirley Goldfield 
Ernie Kuehne (’66) 
Sue Mayborn 
Jim McIngvale 
Bryan Milner (’00) 
Ken (’60) and Gayle* Murphy  
Ken (’66) and Ann Newman 
Robert A. Nickell (’68, ’82 M.B.A.) 
G. Brint (’88) and Amanda Ryan 
John (’72) and Lindy (’72) Rydman  
C. Dan (’62) and Le’Nore Smith 
ed (’60) and Nikki Smith 
Charn (’73) and Uraratn Uswachoke  
Paul Voertman (‘47) and Richard Ardoin* 
Leroy (’50, ’52 M.S.) and Wanda Whitaker 
Bill* and Margot Winspear
 

• T H E  M A T T H E W S  S O C I E T Y 
The Matthews Society recognizes those with  
contributions between $500,000 and $999,999.

Byron (’78) and Marilyn Baird 
Nancy Dedman 
Nancy B. Hamon*  
Francis Kostohryz 
Charles* and Peggy (’61) Ladenberger 
Patty and Don Lovelace 
Charles Onstead* 
Fred (’47) and Patsy Patterson 
Jerry (’62) and Judy (’62) Pinkerton  
Bobby (’69) and Phyllis (’71) Ray 
Nicholas (’61) and Anna Ricco 
Robert and Virginia Toulouse

• T H E  K E N d A L L  S O C I E T Y  
The Kendall Society recognizes those with  
contributions between $250,000 and $499,999.

Christopher (’88) and Sue Bancroft 
Mercedes Bass 
Charlie Bond (’59) 
Janet and Frank (’63) Bracken 
 

Elinore and Benjamin Brown 
Dan Cathy 
Mack* and Linda Christian 
Col. Guy Cloud 
Glenn (’85) and Brenda Gomez 
Tony (’61) and Toppy Goolsby 
Bob (’61) and Fran Kimmel 
Janice and A. Frank (’56) Kubica 
elaine Mathes 
Jean and Richard “Mac” (’54) McCrady 
George (’69, ’73 M.B.A.) and Nesha (’73) Morey 
Ben (’67) and Margaret Morris 
Charldean Newell (’60, ’62 M.A.) 
Charles Nobles (’54) 
Sara Sue and Don (’63) Potts 
Marc Smugar 
Frank (’44) and Connie Spencer* 
Charlotte (’69) and Terry (’67, ’68 M.B.A.) Strange 
Gayle (’67) and Virgil (’68) Strange 
John and Bonnie Strauss 
Ross Vick Jr. 
Fran Vick (’00)

 *deceased

support today’s needs, but also tomor-
row’s potential. They help us achieve our 
bold goals of offering the best education, 
research and service possible.”

Many of the circle’s members came 
together in October for a dinner at the 
Murchison Performing Arts Center to 
learn about the university’s strides in 
teaching, research and facilities.

Michael Monticino, vice president  
for advancement and director of develop-
ment for the UNT Foundation, also 
thanked them for their support.

“Your profound generosity has  
lifted our students above the noise  
of an ordinary life, giving them the  
courage to reach for the greatness  
within themselves,” he said.

Collectively, members of the Founder’s 

Circle have generously supported nearly 
every initiative at the university. 

The group has endowed scholarships 
and fellowships, supported faculty 
excellence through gifts to research and 
creative activity, established centers, 
funded new facilities and key renova-
tions, and advanced some of UNT’s most 
innovative endeavors. 

Some members have been supporting 
the university for decades. Others are 
more recently engaged. Their generosity 
is a testament to their belief that UNT is 
on the right track, headed toward a 
visionary future, Monticino says.

He emphasizes that the impact of 
gifts made by Founder’s Circle members 
cannot be understated, especially when  
it comes to students. 

“Student scholarship recipients  
offer the best evidence of private giving  
at work,” he says. “These gifts help the 
university focus on providing students 
with the best education possible that  
in turn has lasting impacts in their lives  
and for their greater communities  
and beyond.”

Junior Spanish major Leidy Silva 
recently drafted a thank-you note to 
UNT’s donors as part of UNT’s first 
Tuition Stop Day event, designed to call 
attention to the role private giving plays in 
supporting students.

“Thank you all so much for helping me 
fulfill my dreams of going to college,” she 
wrote. “You have no idea what a difference 
you make.”  
 

the Founder’s Circle consists of three recognition societies — the mcConnell society, the matthews society and the kendall society. each is 
named for a former president who left a deep and lasting impact on Unt, just as members of the Founder’s Circle have with their support.

visit unt.edu/givenow to learn more about how private support helps students reach their potential and helps Unt achieve 
its goals of being a top research institution offering the best undergraduate education.



40  T h e  N o r t h  T e x a n  |  northtexan.unt.edu  |  W i n t e r  2 0 1 2

 NesteaGles’

MeAN GReeN 
PROS

UNT football standouts Craig Robertson and  
Lance Dunbar went from NFL practice squads  

to playing on Sundays this season.

Watch a video of Robertson and Dunbar 
talking about their Dallas game  
at northtexan.unt.edu/nfl-success.
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THE MEAN GREEN’S ALL-TIME LEADING  
rusher wore a blue star and the third-leading tackler in school 
history exchanged Green for Brown when Lance Dunbar and 
Craig Robertson moved to active rosters in the NFL this year.

Dallas Cowboys running back Dunbar and Cleveland 
Browns linebacker Robertson, who both also play on special 
teams, battled on the field Nov. 18 at Cowboys Stadium. 
Robertson made a sack and recovered a fumble, while Dunbar 
picked up some crucial first downs. The Cowboys won in 
overtime, but all Mean Green fans were winners. Above, the 
former teammates took time for a photo after the game.
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 C O N N E C T I N G  W I T H  Friends
keep up with the latest developments in the UNT 
family and tell your peers what you’ve been  
up to since leaving the nest. send your news to  
The North Texan (see contact information on  
page 7). Members of the UNT Alumni Association 
are designated with a .

eaGles’  Nest

1960
 
 James F. ‘Jim’ Mcdonald, 

duncanville :: has been a State 

Farm agent for more than 40 

years, specializing in auto, home, 

life and health insurance.  

 

1962
 
william carl (’64 M.s.), Tex-
arkana :: traveled the U.S. with 

his wife for six years after a career 

as a chemist at Dow Chemical Co. 

and became interested in writing. 

He has published eight novels.  
 
1963
 
 John campbell (’67 M.s.), 

Fort worth :: has a tennis court 

named for him at Trimble Tech 

High School in Fort Worth, 

where he coached tennis and girls 

basketball and taught for more 

than 43 years.  

 

leila Jaynes Meacham, san 
Antonio :: wrote Tumbleweeds 
(Grand Central Publishing), a 

story of loss, guilt and the possibil-

ity of redemption for three West 

Texas friends. Her novel Roses was 

a New York Times bestseller. 

 

1968
 
 Jacqueline dean byrd, bow-

ie, Md. :: received the Claudius D. 

Walker Award for Excellence in 

Service from the Prince George’s 

County Advisory Committee on 

Aging.  She is a lawyer focusing 

on elder law and also has written a 

“Senior Moments” column for the 

Bowie Blade-News since 2001. 

 

1970
 

Jim ragsdale (M.b.A.), 
Mabank :: who earned his 

M.B.A. at North Texas after five 

years of night school, has written 

the e-book Are You Coming or 
Going? about the value of the 

degree. He is a successful real 

estate broker at Cedar Creek Lake 

and says “determination pays 

dividends.” 

 

1972
    

 J. corne-
lius ‘Jimmy’ 
brown, 
Indianapolis, 
Ind. :: was 

named president and CEO of 

HealthNet Inc. Brown also has 

served as a vice president at Swope 

Health Services in Kansas City 

and as president and CEO of 

Dallas’ Southwest Medical Center. 

He retired as a lieutenant colonel 

from the U.S. Air Force in 1992. 

 

1973
 
vernon dale king, baytown 

:: was selected for inclusion in 

the 2012 editions of Who’s Who 
in Ameria and Who’s Who in the 
World. The artist and educator 

earned his degree in advertising 

art at North Texas. 

 

1975
 
Marilynn ‘birdie’ barr, 
corinth :: received the Rotunda 

Outstanding Professor of the Year 

Award and the Dean’s Award for 

Outstanding Faculty at Southern 

Read more, share comments and connect with friends  

at northtexan.unt.edu.

Upcoming Alumni Gatherings
Alumni and friends gather to celebrate their green pride. Here’s a 
sampling of what’s coming up:

Unt Career Fairs: Career and internship fairs offered by the UNT 
Career Center are free to alumni job seekers. Visit careercenter.unt.
edu/events for a full schedule.

alumni awards: A university tradition, the UNT Alumni Awards 
Dinner is an annual event that recognizes the outstand-
ing achievement, service and support of UNT’s alumni 
and friends. The event begins at 6 p.m. with dinner  
 at 7 p.m. Feb. 22 at UNT’s Apogee Stadium. RSVP by 
Feb. 13 to specialevents@unt.edu or 940-565-4851.

a green light to great Conversations 2013: Share dinner,  
dessert and stimulating discussions from 6 to 9 p.m. Feb. 26  
at UNT’s Apogee Stadium Clubroom with community leaders,  
writers and UNT faculty members and alumni. Buy tickets at  
honors.unt.edu/greatconversations beginning Jan. 1. Proceeds 
benefit Honors College programs and scholarships. Contact Diana 
Dunklau at 940-565-2474 or diana.dunklau@unt.edu to learn more.

For more information or to join the UNT Alumni Association, call 
940-565-2834 or go to untalumni.com.



42  T h e  N o r t h  T e x a n  |  northtexan.unt.edu  |  W i n t e r  2 0 1 2

eaGles’  Nest
1980
 
Midge duncan, dallas :: was 

named principal consultant at  

Calise & Co., an executive search 

firm based in Dallas. She serves on 

the Board of Examiners for both 

the Malcolm Baldrige National 

Quality Award and the Quality 

Texas Foundation. 

 

Michael Martin (’84 M.Ed.),  
Tongduchon, south korea :: 

works for a nonprofit Christian 

organization that ministers to 

U.S. military personnel. He lives 

by Camp Casey, a U.S. Army base 

near the demilitarized zone.  

 

1981
 
Harold Eugene batiste III 
(M.Ed.), washington, d.c. :: 

is vice president of school field 

services and equity and justice 

initiatives for the National Asso ci - 

ation of Independent Schools 

in Washington, D.C. He earned 

an Ed.D. in educational and 

organization leadership from the 

University of Pennsylvania in May. 

 
1983
 
Gordon c. bruner II (Ph.d.), 
Fort worth ::  retired from 

Southern Illinois University after 

28 years of teaching and is manag-

ing marketingscales.com, an online 

library of psychometric measures 

for use in consumer research. He 

published a sixth volume of his 

reviews of measurement scales, 

part of a well-known series he has 

written over the past 20 years. 

 

bridget barry Thias (’94 M.J., 
’06 M.s.), carrollton :: was 

appointed to the Grant Review 

Committee for Humanities Texas 

in Austin. The committee reviews 

grant proposals from organiza-

tions across the state seeking fund-

ing for humanities projects.  

 

Pat van burkleo, baton rouge, 
la. :: who attended North Texas 

from 1979 to 1983, was named 

National Executive of the Year by 

Boys & Girls Clubs of America. 

He has served as president of the 

Boys & Girls Club of Greater 

Baton Rouge for 22 years. 

 

1984
 
Terri brinegar, orlando, Fla. 
:: wrote Vocal and Stage Essentials 
for the Aspiring Female R&B Singer 
(Hal Leonard Books), a unique 

approach to vocal technique, music 

theory, performing, publicity and 

networking. Accompanying CDs 

include singing exercises.  

 

1988
 
Patrick stinson, los Angeles, 
calif. :: was hired as a correspon-

dent by REELZCHANNEL last 

spring. He previously was a host 

and correspondent for E!, truTV 

and TV Guide Network, where 

he was creator and co-executive 

producer of Extreme Hollywood. 
 
1990
 
si Millican (’95 M.M.Ed.), san 
Antonio :: wrote Starting Out 
Right: Beginning Band Pedagogy 
(Scarecrow Press), released this 

fall. The book covers every aspect 

of teaching beginning band 

students, from the first sounds 

through the first performances. 

Phi sigma Alpha

Methodist University.  She is in 

her 32nd year as a senior lecturer 

in the Department of Applied 

Physiology and Wellness.  

 

beverly s. Patnaik (M.A.), 
Nashville, Tenn. :: was appointed 

director of academics for the 

School for TransformAging at 

Lipscomb University. She received 

the Applied Gerontologist Award 

from the Southern Gerontological 

Society for lifetime achievement. 

 

1977
 
brian s. brennan (’78 
M.b.A.), dallas :: returned to 

Texas as senior vice president for 

C-III Asset Management after 

living in New England for 21 

years, where he ran the North 

American commercial real estate 

portfolio for Allianz.  

 

1978
 
Joe bell, Northridge, calif. :: 

wrote Of Shadows and Footprints: 
The Memoir of a Man Who 
Spent 50 Years Battling His Inner  
Demons, Then Defeated Them 
By Writing a Book About His 
Life. He previously was the chief 

financial officer of an insurance 

conglomerate and later started 

his own business.  

A group of Phi Sigma Alpha sorority sisters ranging from classes 
1946 to 1949 have been meeting up each year since 1984. The 
group members, who live in different cities across Texas, reunited in 
May at the Marriott Residence Inn in Waco. Pictured are, front row 
from left, Gwynn Sandlin Range, Jean Harper Blunt and Yvonne 
McMurray Slaughter; back row from left, Mary Massey Morgan, 
Dorothy King Fleischhauer, Alma Taylor Steele, Betsy Wright 
Gandy, Jane Wilson Oliphant and Sherry Hill Campbell. 
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1 G. Brint Ryan (’88, ’88 M.S) and his wife, Amanda, hosted a 
kickoff event Oct. 15 at their Dallas home to announce a new 
fundraising effort that will support UNT’s Emerald Eagle Schol-
ars program. The new fundraiser, the Emerald Eagle Honors, 
will honor prominent UNT alumni who have made a lifetime 
of contributions to the American landscape. Above, the Ryans 
(center) are pictured with Emerald Eagle Scholars Beatriz Peña, 
Joanie Paley, Kevin Banke, Autumn Grisby, Sarah Reynolds, 
Rudy Reynoso, Allysse Fisher-Shank and Salome Clarke. 

 
2 President V. Lane Rawlins, surrounded by Emerald Eagle 

Scholars, speaks to the crowd at the kickoff event about the 
importance of the program, which helps academically talented 
students with high financial need attend college.
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Join us April 15!

The Morton H. Meyerson Symphony Center in Dallas  
Program begins at 6:30 p.m.

The Emerald Eagle Honors event aims to raise funds to help more students 
achieve their educational dreams at UNT. The honorees for the inaugural 
event, which replaces the annual Emerald Eagle Ball, are North Texas football 
standout “Mean” Joe Greene (’69); rock ’n’ roll icon Roy Orbison, who will be 
represented by his family; and Dallas City Manager Mary Suhm (’74 M.S., ’84 
M.B.A.). All proceeds from the sale of tickets and corporate sponsorships will 
benefit the Emerald Eagle Scholars program.

To learn more about sponsorships or to buy tickets to the event, call 
Lynne Richards, director of UNT Foundation events, at 940-369-
8678 or visit endow.unt.edu/emerald-eagle.
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Helping others 

craig broeder (’83, ’85 M.S.)  wanted to use his passion for cycling to 

raise money for cancer research and treatment, paying homage to his wife, 

Kay, and her struggle to overcome ovarian cancer. But cycling 3,000 miles 

across the U.S. wasn’t a big enough challenge.

So, in 2008, Broeder rode the perimeter of the country instead — a 

journey that took more than three months and 9,000-plus miles. He raised 

$115,000 for the Kay and Craig Broeder Preventive Health Female  

Cancer Fund.

“I wanted to symbolize what a person with cancer feels like, where 

you’re not sure if you’re going to make it to the end,” he says of the ride.

Now Broeder, CEO of a medical research company, is gearing up to be 

the first man older than 60 to cycle the perimeter of Australia and New 

Zealand, averaging more than 125 miles per day. That journey will begin in 

fall 2014.

After his wife’s cancer diagnosis more than 25 years ago, he watched as 

she endured chemotherapy and radiation. Kay was eventually given a clean 

bill of health, but the seeds were planted for Broeder’s charity work.

Charity cycling is just one of his fundraising initiatives. Broeder, who 

studied music at UNT, says his professors taught him how to be passion-

ate about making music, not just learning the notes. Now he also is raising 

funds to bring the One O’Clock Lab Band to his former high school, which re-

cently started a jazz program. He wants the lab band to perform for students 

and conduct a master class.

By increasing awareness for causes dear to his heart, Broeder has 

remained focused on what is most important to him — helping others.

“I live by this little creed: Never take a breath without helping some-

body,” he says.

Learn more about Broeder’s charity cycling at bicyclingforovariancancer.

org. To support the lab band, visit unt.edu/givenow. 

      — Claudia Taylor

 Michelle ballew safe-
wright, Elizabethton, Tenn. :: 
served as associate dean of campus 

life at Maryville College in Tennes-

see for 16 years. She left to join her 

husband, who took a new job at 

East Tennessee State University. 

 

1991
 
The Rev. kyev P. Tatum, Fort 
worth :: is the founding director 

of the Brilliant Bulldog Center at 

Trimble Tech High School in Fort 

Worth. The center has a tutor-

mentor program and is working 

with UNT on financial literacy 

programs for high-risk students. 

 

1993
 
kristi karleen Mccown 
betts, Irving :: received the 

Siddie Joe Johnson Award for 

Outstanding Achievement in  

Library Services to Children from 

the Children’s Round Table of the 

Texas Library Association. She 

completed a term on the Texas 

2x2 Reading List Committee. 

 

scott Janke (M.b.A.), Hunting-
ton beach, calif. :: was promoted 

to vice president of retail solutions 

at Tango Management Consult-

ing. He also teaches at Webster 

University, based in St. Louis, and 

International American University, 

based in Los Angeles. 

 

Michael Parkhill (’99 M.Ed., 
’05 M.s.), lindsay :: serves the 

Civil Air Patrol-U.S. Air Force 

Auxiliary as assistant director of 

aerospace education for the Texas 

Wing and was selected as the 

Aerospace Officer and Aerospace 

Educator of the Year.  

 

1994
    

brenda 
Inman 
rowe, round 
rock :: has 

worked as a 

prosecutor, defense attorney, 

victim advocate, editor and 

economist. She is researching 

police and prosecutor interaction 

styles for her doctorate at Sam 

Houston State University. 

 

1995
 
 Philip Ferguson, las vegas, 

Nev. :: became the new territory 

marketing manager for American 

Strategic Insurance, a Florida-

based home insurance company. 

He is assisting agents throughout 

Nevada and Utah.   

 

Andrew Hill, Frisco :: started 

Solutions Tax & Bookkeeping in 

2009 with his business partners. 

They won the Frisco Enterprise 
2012 Readers’ Choice Award for 

Best Accountant/CPA for the 

second consecutive year and a 

second Readers’ Choice Award for 

Best Tax Preparation. 

 

1996
 
lisa l. rollins, Guthrie, okla. 
:: received the Twenty-one Que 

Salute from the Omega Psi Phi 

Fraternity Inc. chapter at Langston 

University in recognition of her 

work as a journalism educator. 

She also was chosen as the Kappa 

Delta Pi Master Teacher of Honor. 
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1997
 

Jennifer salinas brown, Gar-
land :: had an article published in 

the Journal of Child Nutrition and 
Management. She has taught as an 

adjunct at UNT, earned a master’s 

at TWU and is completing a 

second bachelor’s degree there. She 

is married and has two daughters.  

 

Gene M. woodard III,  
Arlington :: was voted Best 

Service Support Professional of 

2011 by the nationwide network 

of financial advisors for H.D. Vest 

Financial Services in Irving. He is 

a licensed securities representative 

in Texas and has worked for H.D. 

Vest since 2005. 

 

1998
 

stephen ‘buck’ Jones, Prosper 
:: was promoted to vice president 

of sales for Möbius Partners, an 

IT solutions provider. He was rec-

ognized as an influential business 

leader in the Dallas Business Jour-
nal’s 2010 “40 Under 40” report. 

 

Matthew McGarity, Mckin-
ney :: and his wife, Jennifer, 

welcomed their second child, 

Penelope Lynn McGarity, in 

December 2011. She joined her 

big brother, Zachary. 

 

1999
 
Arnold Friedman (d.M.A.), 
boston, Mass. :: was appointed 

chair of the composition depart-

ment at the Berklee College of 

Music in Boston. 

 

 

    
kendall 
Prinz 

(M.M.), 
Mary ville, 
Mo. ::  was 

named assistant professor of low 

brass and instrumental music 

education at Northwest Missouri 

State University. He was 

previously director of bands at 

Taylor Middle School. 

 

2000
 
James Popejoy (d.M.A.), 
Grand Forks, N.d. :: director of 

bands and professor of music at 

the University of North  

Dakota, received the Faculty 

Award for Individual Excellence 

in Teaching for 2011-12 and 

a second North Dakota Spirit 

Faculty Achievement Award. 

 

2001
 
Amanda Aust cerelli, san 
diego, calif. :: married Sean 

Cerelli in April on the beach in 

Riviera Maya, Mexico. At UNT, 

she was a member of UNT 

Cheer, Chi Omega Fraternity 

and NT40.  

 

Ethan crowell and Julie sides 
crowell (’00), Pearland :: 

welcomed their daughter Lucy 

Diane in June. Lucy weighed 7 

pounds, 8 ounces, and was 20 

inches long.  

 

2003
 
Michele boerder, rockwall 
:: received the 2011 William R. 

Robie Award from the National 

Federation of Paralegal Associa-

tions Inc. for her more than 30 

years of contributions to the 

paralegal profession. She is the 

great-niece of Mary l. rodg-
ers Amos (’45), who earned her 

library degree from North Texas. 
 
Jonathan cantrell, wylie 
:: is opening a dental practice, 

Cantrell Family Dentistry, in 

Wylie. He graduated from Baylor 

College of Dentistry in May. 

 
rebecca Hemmer (M.s.), 
overland Park, kan. :: joined 

Sprint Nextel last year as the 

manager of leadership programs 

on the talent development team. 

She and her husband, Franz, 

relocated from McKinney. 

 

brenton Thompson, Phoe-
nixville, Pa. :: was ordained 

as a minister to serve as a solo 

pastor at Crossroads Presbyterian 

Church in Limerick, Pa.  He 

earned his master’s from McCor-

mick Theological Seminary. 

 

2005
 

Pamela Thompson (M.s.), El 
Paso :: is a library media special-

ist. Her blog, “Young Adult Nov-

els — What We’re Reading Now,” 

was named the 2012 High School 

Blog of the Year by the Texas 

Library Association in April.  

 

2006
    

 david 
Gilmore (’09 
M.P.A.), Euless 
:: completed 

the Dallas fire 

recruit training at the Dallas fire 

academy in June and works in the 

department as a firefighter and 

EMT. He thanks the College of 

Public Affairs and Community 

Service for the valuable education 

and his friends and family for their 

support through rookie school. 

 

Nergis soylemez-sayed, 
dallas :: was named one of  “40 

New Voices of Quality” by the 

American Society for Quality as a 

continuous improvement leader at 

Thermadyne in Denton. She is 

now an operational and clinical 

excellence leader at Texas Health 

Presbyterian Hospital in Dallas.  

 

2007
 

charles luke (Ed.d.), lipan :: is 

the founder and executive director 

of the Tarrant County Spiri-

tual Care Network, a  nonprofit 

organization committed to the 

spiritual care and support of the 

staffs and clients of nonprofit and 

community-oriented businesses 

and organizations. 

 

 Matthew Taylor, Mustang, 
okla. :: was elected city council-

man for Ward 1 in Mustang, where 

he lives with his wife and two 

daughters. He is a national account 

manager for Remy Inc. 

 

2010
 
Jared Zimmerer, denton :: is 

the author of The Ten Command-
ments of Lifting Weights: Recom-
mendations to the Devout Body 
Builder, in which he gives advice for 

men and women to live balanced, 

holistic lifestyles.  
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 F R I E N D S  W E ’ L L  M I S S

UNT’s alumni, faculty, staff and students are the 
university’s greatest legacy. when members of  
the Eagle family pass, they are remembered and 
their spirit lives on. send information about deaths 
to the North texan (see contact information on 
page 7).  

  Read more, write memorials and connect 
with friends at northtexan.unt.edu.

University community
Johnnye 
louise cope 
(’45), Librar-

ian emeritus, 

died Oct. 5 in 

San Angelo. She graduated from 

North Texas with a bachelor’s in 

english. She later earned master’s 

degrees from Ohio State University 

and the University of Michigan, 

and returned to North Texas as a 

reference librarian in 1966. She 

retired as head of the humanities 

reference department in 1988, 

and was granted emeritus status 

by the Board of Regents. She also 

had served as the reference and 

humanities librarian at Trinity Uni-

versity in San Antonio. Her friends 

say they remember her “gracious 

nature, her love of literature and 

her wonderful wit.” 

william A. 
luker (’57 

M.ed., ’63 

ed.D.), Dean 

emeritus of 

the School of Community Service, 

died June 25 in Denton. He retired 

in 1991 as dean of the school, now 

the College of Public Affairs and 

Community Service, and is credited 

as a major force in its development. 

After earning graduate degrees at 

North Texas, he returned to join the 

economics faculty in 1968, founded 

the Center for economic education 

and helped organize the Texas 

Council on economic education. 

Named dean in 1984, he helped 

create the master’s program in be-

havior analysis and other programs 

that dramatically increased enroll-

ment in the school. He was chair 

of the UNT Centennial Celebration 

committee and received the Presi-

dent’s Award for his contributions. 

Upon his retirement as dean, an 

endowed fund for student scholar-

ships was established in his name. 

He continued to teach as a profes-

sor of applied economics and in 

1994 received the Hiram J. Friedsam 

Faculty Community Service Award 

of Distinction. He was an Army 

veteran and married Geneva Jo 

Wimberley (’74), who died in 2009. 

1930s

Frances Pruitt Ashworth 
(’38), canton :: She earned her 

degree in home economics and 

was a Green Jacket. She served 

with the Farm Security Adminis-

tration during World War II and 

later taught in Mineola. 

1940s

Helen ruth Hester Glover 
(’46), dallas :: She had worked 

as a stewardess with American 

Airlines and volunteered at Baylor 

Medical Center for 38 years. She 

was a member of Kappa Theta Pi.

bobbie bryan coons, Garland 

:: She attended North Texas from 

1945 to 1949 and worked as a 

secretary at Don’s Transfer and 

Storage Co.  

Patricia Trippet Terry (’49), 
shawnee, okla. :: She worked 

for the Midwest Oil Co. in Fort 

Worth before working as a travel 

agent and in a dental office, retir-

ing in 1994. 

1950s

Emmett ‘dick’ dickinson 
(’50), Houston :: He had a 

distinguished engineering career at 

the NASA Johnson Space Center 

with the Gemini, Apollo and 

Space Shuttle programs. He was a 

Navy veteran of World War II.

Pat s. Johnson (’50), Uvalde 

:: He was a farmer and rancher in 

Uvalde County. He served in the 

U.S. Navy during World War II 

and earned a business degree at 

North Texas. He was married to 

beverly knox Turner (’50) for 

more than 60 years. 

Nancy Jean Jones barham 

(’52), Arlington :: She earned 

her degree in journalism and mar-

ried richard H. barham (’52) 

in 1952. She taught kindergarten 

for 12 years.

Thomas w. Gray (’53, ’57 
M.Ed.), Mesquite :: He was 

a Marine veteran of the Korean 

War. After playing football at 

North Texas, where he was in the 

Geezles, he went on to lead Plano 

and Mesquite to state titles as a 

coach. He was married to Peggy 
Gray (’69) for 56 years. 

Marian ‘Madie’ Echols rob-
inson (’53), Fort worth :: She 

was editor of the 1953 Yucca and a 

member of the Green Jackets and 

Phi Sigma Alpha. She taught at 

Highland Park High School.

Alma ‘Joyce’ Fry Mcclaine 

(’54), cisco :: She earned her 

degree in home economics and 

taught school in Dublin and 

Odessa. She also enjoyed ranching 

in Callahan and Coke counties.  
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david Minton (’54, ’58 
M.A.), denton :: He was a 

postal expert who served as a 

committee staff director in both 

houses of Congress and later 

became a Washington lawyer. 

robert daniel dooley (’58), 
dallas :: He had worked for the 

IRS, Arthur Young and KPMG 

Peat Marwick. He was a member 

of Sigma Phi Epsilon.

1960s

sandra kay Tate (’60), 
Grapevine :: She spent most 

of her 34-year career teaching 

elementary school in the Carroll 

ISD. She was a member of Delta 

Gamma.

lorene barnes Holmes (’66 
M.b.Ed., ’70 Ed.d.), Hawkins 

:: She retired from Jarvis Chris-

tian College after 49 years and 

was named Professor Emeritus. 

The college named an endowed 

scholarship in her honor. 

Mary Ann standifer (’66), 
Fort worth :: She taught in 

the Fort Worth ISD for 27 years, 

including 18 years as a bilingual 

teacher. Survivors include her 

daughter, suzanne Anitra 
standifer Perry (’87).

don campbell (’68), boulder, 
colo. :: He was an authority on 

the transformative power of music 

and wrote 23 books. The Mozart 
Effect was a bestseller and has been 

translated into 24 languages.  

reanee Higgins splawn 

(’68), Plano :: She was a 

member of Zeta Tau Alpha and 

married david splawn (’70). 
She had worked for Murchison 

Oil and Gas and enjoyed working 

and traveling with her husband.  

kalyan k. Ganguli (’69 
Ph.d.), conroe :: He was well 

known by many chemistry gradu-

ate students in the ’60s and ’70s. 

He completed his studies under 

leroy Theriot. 
 

roy Max Housewright (’69), 
Marlin :: After graduate school, 

he worked in management for Mi-

chelin Tire Co. He was a member 

of Theta Chi and was married to 

Flo rhodriguez Housewright 
(’69) for 45 years. 

1970s
 
richard Andrew steed (’70), 
Fort worth :: He was an accom-

plished artist and co-author of the 

book Historic Road Trips. He also 

enjoyed playing guitar.

Janet Margaret Fodor (’74 
M.Ed.), Fresno, calif. :: She 

earned her master’s degree in 

special education and taught 

elementary school.

1990s

daniel douglas Fletcher 
(’93), Plano :: He was an 

English teacher in Japan, where he 

studied Ninjutsu. He also was an 

actor, author, musician, comedian 

and maker of weapons and armor.

Michael Allen Fowler (’93, 
’98 M.s.), corinth :: He was 

self-employed in sales in the bio-

technology field and was an avid 

supporter of the Mean Green. He 

served in the U.S. Army.

John Peter wagstaff (’94), 
seoul, south korea :: He 

directed The Reluctant Hitman, 
which was screened at film festi-

vals and distributed. He was play-

ing music and looking forward to 

his second year of teaching English 

at a private academy in Seoul. 

2000s
 
Jason lindgren (’05, ’06 
M.b.A.), Midland :: He was a 

four-year letterman in golf, play-

ing at UNT from 2002 to 2006. 

He was married to stephanie 
Teresa shasteen (’06).

Michael Jerome Adkins,  
Mobile, Ala. :: He loved art, 

graphic design and photography 

and studied fashion design at 

UNT from 2005 to 2009. 

billie  
lucille 
shelton 
Parker, 
former UNT 

regent, died Jan. 30 in Fort Worth. 

She was appointed to the UNT 

Board of Regents by Gov. Bill 

Clements and served from 1987 to 

1993. Her husband, the late earle 

Parker, was a board member of the 

UNT Foundation. They were known 

for their philanthropy and highly 

successful fundraising events for 

causes such as the March of Dimes, 

the Air Force Association’s Military 

Ball, the Taste of Fort Worth, U.S. 

Olympics and the Christian Arts 

Museum. In 1990, she co-chaired 

UNT’s Centennial extravaganza 

with fellow regent Lucille “Lupe” 

Murchison. Proceeds from the 

event, which took more than a year 

to plan and attracted more than 

20,000 people, helped endow 

student scholarships. She first vol-

unteered in high school — to help 

with the homefront effort during 

World War II — and never stopped.

leta Jean 
Pennington, 
retired admis-

sions office 

service coor-

dinator, died Sept. 14. She lived in 

Little elm and had retired in 2006 

from her job in the Eagle Student 

Services Center after more than 25 

years of ushering students through 

the enrollment process at UNT. She 

was born in Arkansas, graduated 

from high school in Oklahoma and 

moved to Denton in 1972.

Memorials 
Send memorials to honor UNT 

alumni and friends, made payable 

to the UNT Foundation, to the 

University of North Texas, Division 

of Advancement, 1155 Union Circle 

#311250, Denton, Texas 76203-

5017. Indicate on your check the 

name of the fund or area you wish 

to support. Make secure gifts 

online at development.unt.edu/

givenow. For more information, 

email giving@unt.edu  

or call 940-565-2900. 
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T h e  lasT Word
GOLDEN MEMORIES

Members of the Class of 1962 — the 
fi rst students to earn degrees from North 
Texas as a university — gathered during 
Homecoming weekend for the annual 
Golden Eagles luncheon. Here are a few of 
their campus memories.

In 1960, I transferred to North Texas 
State College. My Dutch wife, Wilhelmi-
na, and our two baby girls moved to a 
rent house on Bernard Street. To make  
ends meet on the GI Bill I arranged all 
my classes on Tuesdays and Th ursdays to 
allow me to work at the Piggly Wiggly 40 
to 60 hours a week on Mondays, 
Wednesdays, Fridays and Saturdays. Th at 
left Sunday for study. Our third baby girl 
arrived in 1961. It was a struggle, but it 
was certainly worth it to graduate in the 
fi rst class from North Texas State 
University in January 1962. — Charles 
Boudreaux (’62), Dallas

I had Dr. Shockley for an English 
course in the old building across from 
Voertman’s. Th e windows were tall and 
usually closed, but Dr. Shockley needed 
fresh air. Each day he said in his Southern 
accent “up, up, up,” no matter what the 
weather conditions. One day, two male 
students climbed up on the sills, locked 
the windows, and sat down. A girl got up 
to raise them. Dr. Shockley pounced on 
the two young men who were grinning. 
He informed them that allowing a lady 
to try to open the windows was not a 
gentlemanly thing to do. He banned them 
from class that day and strongly suggested 
they drop the course — which they did. 
I’ll never forget that day. — Sandra Roers 
Burrow (’62), Gainesville

Th e most memorable experience for 
me was the pinning ceremony when I 
gave my wife, then girlfriend, Edrie Ruth 
Fry (’63), my fraternity pin. About fi ve 
months later we were married. Fifty-one 
years  later, she is still my girlfriend. 
— Donald G. Chiles, D.D.S. (’62), Salado

My most memorable experience was 
meeting my wife in 1960. I was attending 
North Texas on the GI Bill. I was a 
member of the Beta Eta chapter of Phi 
Kappa Sigma and my friend Ray 
Crabtree (’62) was a pledge at Beta Eta. 
We wrapped up many evenings having 
coff ee at Holiday Lanes on University 
Drive. One night, Mitzi Kerr, who was a 
high school junior in Decatur, asked us to 
bowl with her and her friend, Evelyn 
Tomlinson (’64), also a student at North 
Texas. Mitzi became my wife before 
another year passed. Evelyn married Ray. 
— F. Donald Eades (’62), Lake Dallas

A campus rule was that girls could 
wear slacks only when the temperature 
dropped to freezing (yes, girls, that really 
was a rule). With rolled-up pants legs 

hidden under my long raincoat I went 
into the Union Building when whom 
should I meet but Dean Bentley, the dean 
of women. She had a reputation for strict-
ness that struck fear into most of us. My 
rolled-up pants legs were beginning to 
unroll as we were chatting and I was 
panicked that she would notice. I realized 
later that she was a delightful and fair- 
minded woman who probably had a good 
chuckle from my attempts. — Barbara 
Bristow Hawes (’62), Little Rock, Ark.

Learning  “the Push” at North Texas 
increased my social activities during and 
after my college years. Great fun and 
fellowship was a result of my days in 
Denton. I really enjoyed working as an 
orderly at the Denton State School, 
having fun at Fouts Field, being in Dr. 
Rooney’s class, and dancing at the UB! 
— Charles H. “Choo-Choo” Wickersham 
(’62), Duncanville 

Read more memories and see a 
video at northtexan.unt.edu/
goldenmemories-2012.

From left: F. Donald Eades (’62), Charles H. “Choo-Choo” Wickersham (’62) and Charles 
Boudreaux (’62) reunited at the Golden Eagles luncheon during Homecoming weekend.
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—  Desiree Nelson, 
Mean Green guard and 
team defensive MVP

Desiree Nelson is excited by change. So the arrival 
of new head coach Mike Petersen — Wake Forest’s 
all-time winningest coach — and construction of 
a dedicated practice facility for the Mean Green 
basketball program have fired her up. She’s ready 
to help lead UNT’s women to victory.

Nelson’s enthusiasm carries over to the classroom. 
As a junior business major, she’s honing her 
management skills and dreams of working in 
human resources — a good career choice for a 
changemaker.

Support Mean Green basketball. Buy your season 
tickets online or by phone today.

800-UNT-2366  | 940-565-2527
meangreensports.com

Embrace 
    Change
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Talon, a high-performance computing system — with 200 terabytes of storage and 
an operating speed of 20 terafl ops — is expanding UNT’s reach in computation-based 
research. The supercomputer allows researchers to perform complex calculations 
and work with large data sets to make discoveries in fi elds ranging from aeronautics 
and carbon sequestration to experimental music and art.

The North Texan 
U N i v e R s i T y  O F  N O R T h  T e X a s 
division of University Relations, communications and Marketing
1155 Union circle #311070    denton, Texas 76203-5017

p a R T i N G  s h O T

G
ar

y 
Pa

yn
e


