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In this presentation, we will share: 

1. The value of using image + text survey response options 

2. Interesting discoveries and themes that were revealed 
from the results of this image + text survey

3. How to create image questions in Qualtrics

The Power of Images + Text as Survey Responses



A survey on graduate student study space preferences.

Scholars’ Spaces



1. The survey questions were answered by an 
image with free text 

2. The UNT Libraries remained anonymous 

Interesting things about Scholars’ Spaces 



Question 11: Current Study Space



Question 12: Ideal Study Space 



Results: 

145 Graduate students took the survey.

54 students uploaded an image for Question 11 - their 
current place of study

47 students uploaded an image for Question 12 – their 
ideal place of study



Value of an image question with descriptive 
free text in a survey 

1. Makes the question more open-ended.  Allows the respondent 
to give the answer they want to give. 

Image Copyright: <a href='http://www.123rf.com/profile_diawka'>diawka / 123RF Stock Photo</a>



Value of an image question with descriptive 
free text in a survey 

2.  Images make it more fun. 

Image Copyright: <a href='http://www.123rf.com/profile_rawpixel'>rawpixel / 123RF Stock Photo</a>



Value of an image question with descriptive 
free text in a survey 

3. Text gives an extra description of the objects in the image. 

Image 1 Copyright: <a href='http://www.123rf.com/profile_ababaka'>ababaka / 123RF Stock Photo</a>
Image 2 Copyright: <a href='http://www.123rf.com/profile_innovatedcaptures'>innovatedcaptures / 123RF Stock Photo</a>



“Words and pictures can work together to 
communicate more powerfully than either alone.”   
~ William Albert Allard, American documentary photographer. 

Image Copyright: <a href='http://www.123rf.com/profile_vadymvdrobot'>vadymvdrobot / 123RF Stock Photo</a>
Image Copyright: <a href='http://www.123rf.com/profile_martinak'>martinak / 123RF Stock Photo</a>



Themes in Scholars’ Spaces: Natural Light

“View, natural light, outlet, quiet, individual study.” 



Themes in Scholars’ Spaces: Natural Light

“The individual desks are sufficient and aren't too comfortable in order for me to 
focus better. Also the fact that the desks are located near the windows bringing in 
light with a nice view is also very inviting and motivating. Most importantly this 
space seems to bring about a very quiet atmosphere.”



Themes in Scholars’ Spaces:  View

“Tidy, uncluttered room with large windows that have a view of plants. The space 
seems quiet, and free from distraction from other humans. Being able to look up at 
nature, or to hear birds, reminds me to get out of my head when studying and 
allows me to focus on why I am studying. Visually uncluttered space with a lot of 
desk room to spread out papers is also very appealing since I often reference 
multiple sources at the same time.”



Themes in Scholars’ Spaces:  Sense of Home

“It's a cozy environment, and books are everywhere, which would 
create the proper mindset. I'd add a nice audio system and a cozy 
space for the cat, too.”



Themes in Scholars’ Spaces: Sense of Home

“I like a peace and quiet when I study. I also prefer natural light.”



Themes in Scholars’ Spaces:  Personal 
Enclaves, Nooks or Rooms

“It is more private so it would be more quiet and 
easier to concentrate without distractions.”



Themes in Scholars’ Spaces: Personal Enclaves, 
Nooks or Rooms

“I like the individual nooks...I think they would be great way to focus without 
loosing connection with the rest of the room. I also like that there is enough work 
surface and an option for more collaborative work. It would also be great to have 
an erasable surface on which to write.”



Themes in Scholars’ Spaces: Personal Enclaves, 
Nooks or Rooms

“I like the fact that this space has privacy for me to study. Also I wont fall 
asleep since there is a chair in the study space. This space will keep me away 
from distractions.”



“Comfort level is the main issue for me.  If I am not comfortable, instead of learning, 
all I can think about are the things that are making me uncomfortable.  I like low, 
natural lighting, cold rooms where I can cover up with a warm blanket, space so 
that I don't have to sit in the same position for extended periods of time, and 
seclusion so that there is no outside interference.”



“I would like to put my bed in this indoor garden space.  It has koi 
fish!  The sound of water!  plants!  You can't see it in the picture 
but I'm sure it has a coffee/tea station and maybe some healthy 
snacks.”



Adding an Image + Text Question in Qualtrics



Use of the Study: Furniture Choices for a Quieter, 
Scholarly Space on the Lower Level floor of the 
Willis Library



Questions?
Rebecca.Barham@unt.edu

Caroline.Hallman@unt.edu
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