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Introductions

Please share your name, 

your department, 

and what your interest is in “Critical 

Digital Pedagogy”



Grant Overview
Critical Digital Pedagogy

Faculty Mentoring Network



Critical Digital Pedagogy

“Digital Pedagogy is precisely not about using digital 

technologies for teaching and, rather, about approaching 

those tools from a critical pedagogical perspective. So, it is 

as much about using digital tools thoughtfully as it is about 

deciding when not to use digital tools, and about paying 

attention to the impact of digital tools on learning.”

"What is Digital Pedagogy?" Hybrid Pedagogy.



Grant Overview

 To develop a community of practice among faculty on the 

University of North Texas campus who are engaged in 

critical practices in digital pedagogy, through a series of 

workshops, visiting speakers, and common readings.

 There is currently no programmatic response at any level 

at UNT for supporting digital humanities scholarship and 

pedagogy. This proposed community of practice seeks to 

begin addressing this gap organically through peer 

mentorship and collaboration. 



Concerns

 Cost of tools and resources for institutions and students

 Balancing the need to teach technical skills with the need 

to teach core competencies

 The evidentiary value of digital information for 

humanities work

 Student data privacy & FERPA

 The ethics of using student labor in the classroom for 

digital projects

 Intellectual property rights and appropriate credit on 

digital projects



Opportunities

 Students can develop e-portfolio-ready projects

 Transferable skills for entering the 21st century job market

 critical engagement with digital culture and technology

 using content management systems and style sheets

 professional writing for online publication



Grant Activities

Fall 2016

 September 9 – Kick Off 
Meeting

 October 13 & 14 – Lecture 
& Workshop

 October 20 & 21 – Lecture 
& Workshop

 November 11 – Fall 
Capstone

Spring 2017

 Three (or more) 
unconference-style 
workshops on topics 
driven by community 
expertise & interests

 Develop assignments for 
Fall 2017 courses



Grant Goals

 50% of participants develop digital assignments (or other 

assignment inspired by workshops & discussions) for the 

2017-2018 school year

 Draft & submit publication on grant process and reflection 

on grant activities for Hybrid Pedagogy, dh + lib, or related 

journals

 Foster ongoing community of practice and peer mentorship

 Identify & pursue additional funding to support further 

activities



Shared Readings 
Critical Digital Pedagogy

Faculty Mentoring Network



Digital Humanities Pedagogy

Brett D. Hirsch. Digital Humanities 

Pedagogy: Practices, Principles, & 

Politics. London: Open Book Publishers, 

2009.

 Free Online: 

http://www.openbookpublishers.com/

product/161/digital-humanities-

pedagogy--practices--principles-and-

politics

 One hard copy on reserve at Willis 

Service Desk

 E-Book AZ182 .D545 2012eb in 

library.unt.edu

http://www.openbookpublishers.com/product/161/digital-humanities-pedagogy--practices--principles-and-politics
http://iii.library.unt.edu/search~S12?/aHirsch,+Brett+D.,/ahirsch+brett+d/-3,-1,0,B/frameset&FF=ahirsch+brett+d&1,,2


OneDrive

 Critical Digital Pedagogy group on OneDrive will have 

shared access to additional readings and discussions.

 Email spencer.keralis@unt.edu to be added to the group.

 Access OneDrive via webmail.unt.edu (you’ll receive a 

link when you’re added to the group).

mailto:spencer.keralis@unt.edu


Upcoming Lectures & Workshops
Critical Digital Pedagogy

Faculty Mentoring Network



Rebecca Frost Davis

Designing for Agency in the Emerging 
Digital Ecosystem

October 13th 6–8 p.m., Willis 250H

 What skills, abilities, and habits of mind 
do today’s graduates need for their 
careers and to solve complex problems in 
a constantly changing, globally-connected 
world? How do we integrate liberal 
education with learning in a digital 
context? The future of liberal education 
depends upon an integrative vision of 
digitally-informed learning that is not 
merely content delivery online but rather 
is reshaped in the same ways that digital 
learning has already fundamentally 
changed our culture. This talk will present 
a vision for implementing liberal 
education in the emerging digital 
ecosystem and developing a curriculum 
that scaffolds self-directed, digitally-
augmented problem-solving from 
introductory to capstone level courses.

Digital Liberal Arts

October 14th 9 a.m.–12 p.m., Willis 250H

 Workshop participation is free, 
but Registration is required.

 How can assignments that take advantage of 
digital tools and methods build student 
capacities in critical reading, thinking, and 
writing? What do community-engagement, 
global learning, and problem-solving look like 
in our globally-networked, data-driven, 
participatory digital culture? In short, how do 
we do liberal arts learning in the emerging 
digital ecosystem? Participants in this 
workshop will develop strategies for uniting 
the best of liberal arts education with our 
constantly changing digital culture.

http://www.library.unt.edu/events/public-services/critical-digital-pedagogy-rebecca-frost-davis

https://goo.gl/forms/Ip2qGfFwbGr97TrA3
http://www.library.unt.edu/events/public-services/critical-digital-pedagogy-rebecca-frost-davis


Jesse Stommel
Cogs and Pinions: Obedience and Critical 
Digital Pedagogy

October 20th 6–8 p.m., Willis 250H

Digital pedagogy is not equivalent to teachers using 
digital tools. Rather, digital pedagogy demands that 
we think critically about our tools, demands that we 
reflect actively upon our own practice. So, digital 
pedagogy means not just drinking the Kool-Aid, but 
putting the Kool-Aid under a microscope. In the 1915 
book Schools of To-Morrow, John Dewey wrote: “Unless 
the mass of workers are to be blind cogs and pinions in 
the apparatus they employ, they must have some 
understanding of the physical and social facts behind 
and ahead of the material and appliances with which 
they are dealing.” The less we understand our tools, 
the more we are beholden to them. The more we 
imagine our tools as transparent or invisible, the less 
able we are to take ownership of them. Some tools are 
decidedly less innocuous than others. And some tools 
can never be hacked to good use. Remote proctoring 
tools can’t ensure that students will not cheat. The 
LMS can’t ensure that students will learn. Both will, 
however, ensure that students feel more thoroughly 
policed. Both will ensure that students (and teachers) 
are more compliant.

Designing Digital Assignments with 
Emergent Outcome

October 21st 9 a.m.–12 p.m., Willis 250H

 Workshop participation is free, 
but Registration is required.

 This workshop will explore methods and 
approaches for designing assignments that 
leverage digital tools. We’ll look at several 
digital humanities assignments as examples, 
but the workshop will also raise larger 
interdisciplinary questions. We will talk about 
when and how to assess digital projects. 
Much of our work in education resists being 
formulated as neat and tidy outcomes. When 
learning is the goal, space should be left for 
wonder and experimentation.

http://www.library.unt.edu/events/public-services/critical-digital-pedagogy-jesse-stommel

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdvxdrJy_AFdl9prT0wv2TCEPFxAYCkwXJKbOskiRT2Urfchg/viewform
http://www.library.unt.edu/events/public-services/critical-digital-pedagogy-jesse-stommel


Optional Tool Demos & Discussions

We can arrange additional on-demand or on the fly 

workshops or discussion groups each semester on specific 

topics or tools, depending on the needs and interests of the 

community.
 Omeka

 Timeline JS

 Voyant

 Metadata

 GIS

 Data 

Visualization

 Copyright & 

Intellectual 

Property

 Post-Lecture 

Coffee Talk

 Article 

Discussion 

Happy Hours



Digital Frontiers Conference & THATCamp
http://digital-frontiers.org/

Keynotes by Roopika Risam (Salem State University) and Patrick Meier (author, 

Digital Humanitarians) will be webcast in Willis 250H September 22 & 23.

http://digital-frontiers.org/


Questions
Critical Digital Pedagogy

Faculty Mentoring Network



Thank You!
 We’ll see you October 13th for Rebecca Frost Davis’s 

lecture!

 Email spencer.keralis@unt.edu if you have questions or 

ideas

mailto:spencer.keralis@unt.edu

