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1 2fh International Workshop on Plant Membrane Biology 

The $4,000 provided by the Department of Energy were used to finance in part the 
prestigious, triennial conference known as the International Workshop on Plant 
Membrane Biology. This was the 12fh edition of this venerable venue. In particular, the 
DOE f k d s  were used to offset the travel costs of approximately 10 of the invited 
speakers. Approximately 280 scientists from around the world attended the conference, 
which included a mixture of oral and poster presentations and a set of three concurrent 
‘breakout’ sessions, each on a timely topic in membrane biology. Here follows a list of 
the topics covered: 

Molecular Mechanisms of Transport 
Membranes and Development 
Hydraulics 
Transport of Fixed Carbon and Nitrogen 
Targeting of Proteins to Membranes 
Comparative Genomics of Membrane Molecules 
Calcium Homeostasis and Signaling 
Transduction of Environmental Signals 
Membranes and Hormone Action 
Transport of Mineral Nutrients 
Compartmentalizing Metabolism 
Practical Aspects of Membrane Research 
Membranes and Stress 
Regulation of Transporter Activity 

The topics of the breakout sessions were: 

Teaching Membrane Transport - Edgar Spalding and Mary Bisson, moderators 
Evolutions of Membrane Molecules and Nomenclature - Shinhan Shiu, moderator 
DNA Microarrays - Michael Sussman, moderator 

The conference was a large success. Many exciting discoveries were presented and 
discussed. A significant number of the 59 oral presentations were given by postdocs and 
very new professors, so the Workshop played a role in developing emerging careers as 
well as disseminating discoveries and calibrating ideas. The DOE played an important 
role in this conference for which the organizers are greatly appreciative. 
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