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Executive Summary 
 
The Solar Electric Power Association (SEPA) has been holding an annual solar conference since 
1995.  From 1995 through 2003, the event was known as the Utility PhotoVoltaic Experience 
Conference (UPEx), largely focused on utility experience with PV, and attracted between 200 and 
300 attendees and 20-30 exhibitors.  However, by 2003, it became obvious that a larger business-to-
business event, including solar technologies beyond PV, was necessary to help the U.S. industry 
develop strong markets.   
 
In 2004, SEPA partnered with the Solar Energy Industries Association (SEIA) to re-brand its annual 
conference as the Solar Power Conference and Expo.  SEPA submitted a proposal for DOE support 
of the 2004 and 2005 conferences, and was awarded DOE grant number DE-FG36-04GO14349.  
 
Solar Power 2004, held in San Francisco, and Solar Power 2005, held in Washington, DC in 
conjunction with DOE’s Solar Decathlon, both exceeded expectations each attracting approximately 
four times the number of attendees at previous years’ conferences, as well as more than double the 
number of exhibitors.   
 
Project Summary 
 
Solar Power 2004 
Solar Power 2004 took place from October 18 – 22, 2004 at the Hyatt Regency Embarcadero in San 
Francisco, California.  Despite difficulties arising from a labor dispute that was taking place at the 
hotel during the time of the conference, Solar Power 2004 was deemed a major success by all 
involved: organizers, attendees, presenters, exhibitors, media, and sponsors.  Some of the major 
pieces of the conference (plenary sessions, awards dinner, etc) were moved last minute to other 
nearby venues since many participants were unable or unwilling to cross the picket line and many 
attendees were forced to find alternate hotel accommodations.   
 
More than 1,150 people registered to attend Solar Power 2004.  Since the exhibit hall was open to 
the public and people were not required to register to visit the exhibits, the additional number of 
people who participated in this manner is not available. 
 
60 companies exhibited at the event, filling (80) 8 by 10 foot booths, including all of the major module 
and BOS manufacturers, installers, utilities, research organizations, educational and non-profit 
organizations, and architects. 
 
19 companies sponsored the event, including manufacturers, installers, utilities, federal, state and 
local government agencies, and labor unions. 
 
More than 120 individuals—each experts in their area—gave presentations, participated on panels, or 
gave plenary addresses on topics related to policy, technology, and finance/business. 
 
Highlights of Solar Power 2004 include: 
 

• California Policy Panel:  This panel included 2 state Senators, 1 state Assemblyman, the 
president of the state public utility commission, a commissioner from the California Energy 
Commission, and the deputy secretary from the California Environmental Protection Agency.  
These people are the key players in California solar policy and regulation, and the panel 
provided an opportunity for them to earnestly debate the issues that surround getting a solar 
bill through the legislature.  This panel discussion played a key role in 2005 as the solar 
industry worked to put in place a long term funding plan in California. 



• Debate: Gene Burns’ of KGO Radio was the moderator of a debate between four experts in 
the solar and utility industries.   

• “Celebrating the Solar State” Gala Dinner:  More than 600 people attended a gala reception 
and dinner at the Moscone Convention Center.  Terry Tamminen, who was the Secretary of 
the California EPA at the time, gave the keynote dinner speech and awed the audience.  Mr. 
Tamminen, now Governor Schwarzenegger’s cabinet head, spoke inspirationally about the 
importance of solar and its role in the future of California and the US.   

• CEO Panel: Almost 600 people stayed through the last session of the three day conference to 
hear a panel of industry executives, including the CEOs, presidents, and executive VPs of 
eight important industry players.   Not only did the audience get to hear the high level thoughts 
of these panel members, but the panel members were provided with the opportunity to interact 
with one another, many of them meeting each other for the first time. 

• Full Sessions:  There were three concurrent tracks at the conference, with each room set for 
200 people.  The majority of the sessions were standing room only. 

• Significant Exhibit Hall Foot Traffic:  Both during conference breaks and during the 
sessions, the exhibitors were busy talking with conference attendees and members of the 
general public. 

  
Solar Power 2005 
Solar Power 2005 took place from October 6-9, 2005 at the Hyatt Regency Washington, DC.  The 
event was held in conjunction with the Solar Decathlon, allowing conference attendees to spend time 
on the National Mall visiting the solar village and allowing the public to visit the Solar Power 2005 
expo hall. 
 
More than 1,250 people registered to attend Solar Power 2005.  Since the exhibit hall was open to 
the public and people were not required to register to visit the exhibits, the additional number of 
people who participated in this manner is not available. 
 
66 companies exhibited at the event, including all of the major module and BOS manufacturers, 
installers, utilities, research organizations, educational and non-profit organizations, and architects. 
 
More than a dozen organizations sponsored the event, including multiple international companies 
looking to get into the U.S. market. 
 
More than 120 individuals—each experts in their area—gave presentations, participated on panels, or 
gave plenary addresses on topics related to policy, technology, and finance/business. 
 
Highlights of Solar Power 2005 include: 
 

• Needs Assessment Opening Session: Individuals representing multiple segments of the 
market – including a solar manufacturer, solar installer, solar distributor, home builder, 
utility, and investor – participated in the opening session.  This panel discussion was 
formatted as a “needs assessment”, identifying what each segment of the market needs to 
make solar a larger piece of its overall business.  Speakers throughout the concurrent 
sessions were asked to address how these needs are currently being met. 

• Keynote Address by Senator Lamar Alexander: Senator Alexander was the champion 
who got the solar tax credits into the Energy Policy Act of 2005.   

• Keynote Address by Ed Hill, President, International Brotherhood of Electrical 
Workers:  Mr. Hill addressed the problems that the solar industry and the labor industry 
were having in California throughout 2005.  He stressed the need for the two groups to 
work together in partnership going forward. 



 
Statistics (From 2005 event) 
 

• Attendees reported they plan to spend more than $136 million dollars with Solar Power 2005 
exhibitors over the next 12 months. 

• 39% of attendees reported final decision in purchase of products and services. 
• 36% of attendees and 68% of exhibitors reported positions of executive management. 
• 94% of attendees reported they would recommend this conference to associates and peers. 
• 82% of respondents rated this conference above average compared to other conferences they 

have attended. 
• 72% of the respondents rated both the plenary sessions and concurrent sessions above 

average. 
• 86% of the exhibitors rated the quantity of booth traffic above average and 85% rated the 

quality of booth traffic above average. 
 
Quotes 
 
“This conference scored a 12 on a scale of 1 to 10!” – anonymous exhibitor 
 
“If you look round all parts of the solar industry, you can spot everyone raising their respective games 
– this conference joined that train last week.” – Craig Stevens, President, SolarBuzz 
 
“As both a speaker and an attendee, this conference proved to be very valuable to me.  I was 
impressed not only with the quality of the presentations, but by the strong representation from all 
stakeholders.” – Hans Willemsen, Executive VP, Shell Solar 
 
“This show was great and I look forward to an even better one next year.” – Hal Newman, Vice 
President, UniRac 
 
“I have not attended a conference in the U.S. for several years.  I was amazed at the old friends I ran 
into and enjoyed meeting new people…we had many lively discussions.” – anonymous attendee 
 
“Excellent networking opportunity.” – Fred Morse, President, Morse Associates  
 
“I have been to quite a number of conferences this year, and the Solar Power conference was 
definitely the best I have been to. I felt an energy level at this conference that I have not felt at any 
other.” – Clive Roux, Senior Director, Phillips Design 
 
“Thank you for giving the solar industry such an impressive forum.” – Jane Weissman, Executive 
Director, IREC 
 
“It was an exciting event where we made several key contacts and met with a number of strategic 
organizations.  All in all, one of the most important events we have attended to-date and we look 
forward to further discussions that we believe will open the doors for further opportunities in the near 
future.” – David Saltman, President, Barnabus Company 
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