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DOE GRANT FINAL REPORT 
 
DOE Award Number:  DE-SC0002282 
 
Awarded to:   The University of Tulsa, 800 S. Tucker Drive, Tulsa, OK  74104 
    
Principal Investigator: Roger Blais 
 
Project title:   The National Energy Policy Institute (NEPI) at The University of  
    Tulsa 
 
Project Summary 
 
NEPI, a non-profit organization located at The University of Tulsa (TU), was established to 
develop and disseminate national energy policy recommendations.  Research under this grant 
covered a wide variety of projects, including research into the future of nuclear power, oil 
market pricing, and the feasibility of biofuels.  NEPI hosted three conferences to disseminate 
information (detailed below). The grant also covered partial salary and benefits for a fulltime 
faculty member who was particularly well qualified to intersect with both academia and NEPI.  
 
Project Information: 
 
The National Energy Policy Institute (NEPI) was established by the George Kaiser Family 
Foundation (GKFF) to develop and disseminate national energy policy recommendations.  The 
overall mission of NEPI is to provide an unbiased framework for developing a rational national 
energy policy.   
 
As a result of receipt of this award, a new position was created and co-funded by DOE and GKFF 
for a key individual with unique and significant qualifications for this project who served as 
Program Manager.  Mr. Brad Carson was selected to fulfill those responsibilities and serve as 
the Director of NEPI.  In December 2011, Mr. Carson was nominated by President Obama and 
subsequently confirmed by the US Senate for the role of General Counsel of the Department of 
the Army.  Mr. Carson was sworn into office on January 17, 2012.  Following this appointment, 
Mr. Carson resigned his appointment as Director of NEPI.  A request was submitted to DOE and 
approved for a one year extension to this grant, as it was believed that Mr. Carson would return 
to NEPI after one year.  However, Mr. Carson has continued in the role as General Counsel.  As 
a result, a portion of the planned outcomes were not completed and the remaining, unspent 
funds have been returned to DOE. 
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Project Results: 
 
Following is a summary of the accomplishments of the project: 
 
1. Extensive research and writing of the following DRAFT reports: 
 

The Economics of Renewable Energy by Brad Carson* 
The Goals of U.S. Energy Policy: Clarity and the Role of Energy Independence by Brad 
Carson* 

 
*Due to Mr. Carson’s departure, the reports appear only in draft, un-publishable form. 

 
2.  Dissemination of information and providing a forum for discussion by hosting the 

following conferences and events: 
 

The following conferences were held/planned: 
 

A. Power for the 21st Century: Reinventing America’s Energy Grid 
Held October 7, 2009 at The University of Tulsa 
The goal in presenting this conference was to stimulate productive discussion in 
several key areas that were critical to how America meets electric power 
demands in the 21st century. The roster of panelists and speakers included 
regulators, legislators, academicians, consumers and industry representatives. 

 
B. OPEC at 50:   Its Past, Present and Future in a Carbon-Constrained World 

Held March 23, 2011 at The University of Tulsa 
This academic conference brought together eminent voices, industry experts and 
world-renowned scholars for a day-long discussion concerning the oil markets 
and the role and significance of OPEC upon its 50th anniversary.  The conference 
included an examination of energy policies and economic effects, energy security 
issues, current and future energy consumption and independence and the role 
of OPEC on oil prices and supply in the current environment.  

 
C. Building America’s Energy Future – A Portfolio of Promising Policies 

Held April 25, 2013 at The University of Tulsa 
The objective of the conference was to introduce the new NEPI report produced 
with funding provided by the George Kaiser Family Foundation (GKFF) entitled 
“Building America’s Energy Future – A Portfolio of Promising Policies” and to 
provide an opportunity for the author and researchers of selected papers to 
provide information and discuss findings.  The report entitled “Building 
America’s Energy Future - A Portfolio of Promising Policies” may be viewed at 
http://nepinstitute.org/publications/building-americas-energy-future-a-
portfolio-of-promising-policies/ 

http://nepinstitute.org/publications/building-americas-energy-future-a-portfolio-of-promising-policies/
http://nepinstitute.org/publications/building-americas-energy-future-a-portfolio-of-promising-policies/
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D. A Conversation with Vaclav Smil 
Plans were made to host an energy discussion with Vaclav Smil at The University 
of Tulsa on October 5, 2011.  Vaclav Smil is a Professor in the Faculty of 
Environment at the University of Manitoba in Winnipeg, Canada. In 2010, he was 
listed by Foreign Policy among the top 100 global thinkers.  Professor Smil was 
invited to share his world-renowned interdisciplinary research interests 
encompassing a broad array of energy, environmental, food, population, 
economic, historical and public policy studies.  Due to health issues, Professor 
Smil had to cancel all travel and the event was cancelled. 

 
3.  Educational outreach: 
 

In his role as Associate Professor of Entrepreneurship and Business Law, the Director of 
NEPI taught the following classes at The University of Tulsa.  Part of his role in this 
project was to develop curriculum to engage students as a crucial constituent in the 
challenges of sustainable energy: 

 
Energy Policy 
Global Leadership 
Negotiations 
Real Property 

 
 
Further information on NEPI is available on the NEP website at www.nepinstitute.org 
 
 
The following documents shall be provided to Dr. Arthur M. Katz, Program Officer, at US DOE: 
 
1. The Economics of Renewable Energy by Brad Carson (draft form) 
2. The Goals of U.S. Energy Policy: Clarity and the Role of Energy Independence by Brad 

Carson (draft form) 
3. Conference Program: “Power for the 21st Century – Reinventing America’s Energy Grid” 
4. Conference Program: “OPEC:  Its Past, Present and Future in a Carbon-Constrained 

World” 
5. Conference Program: “Building America’s Energy Future:  A Portfolio of Promising 

Policies” 
6. Conference Announcements (initial announcement and cancellation announcement): “A 

Conversation with Vaclav Smil” 
7. Syllabi for Mr. Brad Carson’s classes in Energy Policy, Global Leadership, Negotiations, 

and Real Property 
 
 

http://www.nepinstitute.org/

