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With the support of the Department of Energy, the National Science
Teachers Association and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration,
Imaginary Lines Inc. (dba Sally Ride Science) delivered a highly successful 2-day
conference to 165 K-12 educators on climate change. The event took place on
July 23rd and 24th, 2008 at the NOAA facility in Silver Spring, MD.

The conference celebrated the 25th anniversary of Dr. Sally Ride’s first
flight into space in 1983 and examined how our understanding of Earth has
changed in those 25 years.  One the first day of the conference, participants
heard a keynote talk delivered by Dr. Sally Ride, followed by presentations by
well-known climate change scientists: Dr. Richard Somerville, Dr. Inez Fung and
Dr. Susan Solomon. These sessions were concurrently webcast and made
available to educators who were unable to attend the conference.

On the second day of the conference, participants attended breakout
sessions where they performed climate change activities (e.g. “Neato Albedo!”,
“Greenhouse in a Bottle”, “Shell-Shocked”) that they could take back to their
classrooms.  Additional break-out sessions on using remote sensing images to
illustrate climate change effects on Earth’s surface and how to address the
climate change debate, were also offered. During lunch, participants attended an
Educator Street Fair and had the opportunity to interact with representatives from
NOAA, NASA, the EPA, NEEF and the JASON project.

A follow-up evaluation survey was administered to all conference
attendees immediately following the conference to evaluate its effectiveness. The
results of this survey were overwhelmingly positive. The conference materials:
presentation Power Points, workshop handouts and activities were available for
teachers to download after the conference from the Sally Ride Science website.

In summary, the approximately $55K support for the Department of Energy
was used to help plan, deliver and evaluate the “Earth Then, Earth Now: Our
Changing Climate”, conference which took place on July 23rd and 24th, 2008 at
the NOAA facility in Silver Spring, MD.


