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Why Study Religion and Politics? 

 Religion is a force of political socialization 

 Religion has a distinct influence on political attitudes 

 Scholars previously have argued that religion is a 
negligible political force 

 The emergence of the “religious right” movement is 
evidence to the contrary 

 The study of religion’s effect on politics has 
expanded in recent decades 



Measurement of Religiosity 

 The way in which religion is measured is a key 
component in any study of religion and politics 

 Nominal measures of denomination are too crude of a 
measurement to get meaningful results 

 The use of an evangelicalism index is useful for some studies 

 A combination of nominal denomination, religious salience, 
and institutional involvement is a more thorough method of 
measurement 



Religion in Congress 

 In the House of Representatives, religious 
composition of House districts have been found to 
have an effect on their representatives voting 
patterns 

 Because Senators have a much larger and potentially 
religiously heterogeneous constituency, their 
legislative decision-making may be more informed 
by their own personal religious beliefs 



Religion and Foreign Policy 

 Religious beliefs can potentially inform attitudes on 
foreign policy  

 Much of foreign policy is decisions regarding warfare 

 Religion has been seen to influence attitudes to communist 
countries 

 Religion has also been seen to influence attitudes toward war 
in the Middle East  

 Evangelical Protestants- More in favor of the use of military force 

 Mainline Protestants- Less in favor of the use of military force, 
more in favor of the use of diplomatic methods 

 Roman Catholics- a mixture of attitudes toward the use of force 

 



Why Religion Matters in Issues of War and Peace 

 Moral implications in issues of war and peace 

 Religious institutions preach about issues of war and 
peace 

 Roman Catholics- “just war” principle in which force is 
permissible if certain conditions are met 

 Evangelical Protestants- see war more in terms of good versus 
evil, some Evangelical Institutions contended that the Cold 
War was foretold in the Bible 

 Mainline Protestants- Anti-war movement among clergy 
during Vietnam War 



Proposed Research 

 Analyze the effect of religious affiliation on 
Senatorial voting on legislation pertaining to the Iraq 
War 

 

 Is religion a significant influence on voting patterns in the 
Senate? 

 

 How does a Senator’s particular denominational affiliation and 
overall religiosity influence legislative decision making on the 
Iraq War? 



Senate Decisions on the Iraq War 

 The decision to go to war with Iraq 

 

 The decision to continue an American military 
presence in Iraq 

 

 Other votes by the Senate pertaining to the Iraq War 
yet to be determined 

 



What is Expected to be Seen? 

 It is hypothesized that: 

 Evangelical Protestant and Jewish Senators will be the most in 
favor of the use of military force against Iraq and the 
continued involvement of the United States in the region 

 

 Mainline Protestant and Roman Catholic Senators will be less 
in favor of the use of military force against Iraq and the 
continued involvement of the United States in the region 

 



Tentative Methodology 

 Using data from a database yet to be determined, 
collect data on the religious affiliation of Senators 
serving from 2001 to present 

 Collect data from the congressional record 
pertaining to the voting record of these Senators on 
issues pertaining to the Iraq War 

 Use multivariate regression to analyze the effect of 
religious affiliation on voting patterns, controlling 
for partisan affiliation and other standard control 
variables 
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