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Background Information 

 Born and raised in a small town in South America 

 Lived there until the age of 13 

 Both parents were college educated and held stable jobs 

 After difficult years at private Catholic school, attends a small 

private college in the mid-west 

 Moves to the southwest to pursue a doctorate degree and 

becomes a college professor 

 Relatively smooth immigration process 

 Overcame language and racial discrimination barriers  

 



Education 

 Schooled in South America until 13 

 Moved to the southwest and attended a private Catholic school 

without a bilingual program 

 Alone in the struggle to learn English- sink or swim 

 Initially the only person of color in her school 

 Experienced discrimination- voted best tan 

 Attended small private college in the midwest 

 Felt stimulated through the study of the Western Cannon but also 

felt its limitations 

 Attended graduate school in the southwest 

 Received a doctorate degree in social sciences and became a 

college professor 



Work Experience 

 Professor in the field of social sciences 

 On tenure track, feels constraints within the program 

 “…There’s the students. And like I said their the vitamins. Okay, 

yes, there is a reason why I need to be here. There’s a reason 

why I get up in the morning, because somebody needs to see 

that I am here, so that they can make it too.” 

 “…I think that my responsibility as a teacher, which is ultimately 

what I am, is to my students. If we’re not here for the students 

then who will be here for the students.” 



Barriers 

 Language 

 Person of color 

“I feel sometimes that… even though in our university we talk about 

diversity, that we pay lip service to that.” 

 Ivory Tower 

“I feel that it impedes me from doing the work that I wanna do, which is to 

move beyond racism, talk about anti-racism. And I don’t feel like I have 

the space, sometimes, to do that here because everybody is having to 

deal with the racism that sometimes I don’t even see.” 

 Barriers within family 

 



Lessons Learned 

 It is possible to climb the social ladder/be successful within the 

system/Ivory Tower and still retain cultural identity 

 Unconscious influences, innate beliefs and prejudices learned 

from society and family experiences 

 Overcoming these innate biases toward Latinos—retrospective 

proof that there is still reason and motivation to make a 

difference 

 Journey of learning what we thought we already knew 

 

 



Conclusion 

 “We live in an age in which we have accomplished 

magnificent things and made miraculous advantages, an 

age in which man embarks upon the exploration of the 

stars. Yet on our planet we continue to live like barbarians. 

Like barbarians, we fear our neighbors on the earth; we 

arm against them and they arm against us. The time has 

come when this must be halted if man is to survive. We 

must become accustomed to the fact that we are human 

beings.”  

 

     -Pablo Casals 


