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 Filicide is a term used to denote the killing of one’s 
child. There are subcategories within filicide that pertain to 
the child’s age at the time of death, which include 
neonaticide - when the child does not survive the first 24 
hours of life -and infanticide - also referred to as infant 
homicide, which takes place when the victim is under one 
year old at the time of death. There are multiple typologies of 
filicide including paternal and psychotic filicide. In paternal 
filicide the father is the perpetrator and in psychotic filicide 
the perpetrator suffers from psychological issues that might 
result in an episode where the child is murdered. The first 
typology was based exclusively on maternal filicide because 
this crime has been historically recognized by predominantly 
female perpetrators.  

My hypothesis is that environmental factors, socio-demographics, 

and psychological factors influence the frequency of committing 

filicide. The purpose of this research is to clearly establish 

meaningful policies, target intervention strategies, and attempt to 

understand why women commit filicide.  

Lambie, I. (2001). Mothers who kill: The crime of infanticide. International  

Journal of Law and Psychiatry, 24(1), 71-80.  

 

Liem, M., & Koenraadt, F. (2008). Filicide: A comparative study of 

maternal versus paternal child homicide. Criminal Behavior and Mental 

Health. 18(3), 166-176.  

 

Meyer, C. L., & Oberman, M. (2001). Mothers who kill their children: 

Understanding the acts of  moms from Susan Smith to the “Prom Mom.” 

New York, NY: New York University Press. 

Materials used throughout the research process were books 
and scholarly journal articles.  
Each of the sources played vital roles in testing my 
hypothesis and giving the research a purpose.  
Sources: 
Lambie’s research on infanticide where he considered 
historical and cultural antecedents, legislative framework, 
clinical factors, and modern implications of committing this 
specific crime. Lambie further questioned clinicians in order to 
make a connection between birth and subsequent mental 
illness, but his findings relied to heavily on the temporal 
sequence of birth then illness rather than attempting to 
correlate mental disturbances exclusively to childbearing. 
 
The aim of Liem’s research is to examine and compare the 
socio-demographics, environmental factors, and 
psychopathological factors that differentiate between maternal 
and paternal filicide. This research was extracted from 
previous records from a hospital located in the Netherlands, 
the results indicated there were differences between the 
women and men who were being detained in this psychiatric 
hospital. Inteviews were conducted to gather further analysis.  
 
In Meyer’s book on mothers who commit filicide, the topics 
are carefully researched through first hand accounts on 
exactly how social forces can contribute to both the cause 
and the cure of this crime.  
Methodology: 
I will conduct my research by gathering information from 
sources involving a book and scholarly journal articles. The 
information from these sources pertains to different aspects 
that have a contributing factor to committing filicide. I plan on 
taking previous cases where maternal filicide was committed 
and analyzing factors such as socioeconomic level, history of 
adversity during childhood, prior diagnosis of a mental illness 
being present, and educational levels. These are only some 
of the contributing factors to women committing filicide. 
Another avenue I will take in gathering information will be 
through studies involving a mental institution where the 
residents had committed this crime of filicide. Institutionalized 
patients have been interviewed and analyzed where they are 
noted in a scholarly journal about the aspects of their specific 
crime.  I will be accumulating different aspects of many 
different scenarios to see what relevant factors contribute the 
most to committing the crime and what factors have little or no 
effect on filicide. There is no homogenous person who 
commits filicide but I will discover the most prominent factors 
in order to better understand why women commit this crime. I 
will also analyze historical antecedents that accompany 
filicide, which are predominantly population control and 
societal expectations. Ultimately the goal of gathering the 
information is to identify target intervention strategies, 
establish meaningful policies, and to better understand why 
women commit this crime. 

Philip Resnick is a psychiatrist who formulated a 
classification system based on apparent motive in 1969 
and 1970, his research is utilized in the book “Mothers 
who kill Their Children” to better understand maternal 
filicide. Resnick divided filicide into five categories that 
include acutely psychotic, altruistic, unwanted child, 
accidental, and spouse revenge (Meyer, p. 20-21, 
2001). This division is somewhat outdated but Resnick 
does provide an analytical standpoint to these cases. 
The first of the categories is acutely psychotic mothers 
who kill their children under mental illnesses including 
hallucinations, epilepsy, or delusions. The second 
involves altruistic characteristics which is associated 
with suicide or to relieve the child of real or imaginary 
suffering. The unwanted child category can be 
explained by mothers who view their child as a nuisance 
or inconvenience to the life they were previously living 
or aspire to live. Unintentional deaths is a predominant 
result of perpetual abuse in the accidental category. The 
final category is spouse revenge which encompasses 
the word revenge and how the death of the child will 
negatively affect the spouse to cause suffering. 
 

 In conclusion, there has been a growing interest in 
recent years over the phenomenon of child murder, and 
the response often includes horror and fascination. This 
grave interest may come from society’s question of, “How 
could a mother do that to her child?” To attempt to answer 
this question, one must analyze the circumstances of the 
perpetrator’s situation. There are many variables among 
filicide that is substantial evidence to why the mother may 
have committed the crime. Some of these variables 
include background factors surrounding childhood and 
present situation, socioeconomic status, apparent mental 
illness, and whether the child is wanted or not. Needless 
to say, this crime is no longer deemed acceptable to 
control population or ween out children with disabilities 
due to the immense medical and technological advances. 
Religious affiliations and cultural beliefs rule this as 
murder and there are now repercussions for those who 
commit filicide. Women, with or without children, who are 
suffering from mental illnesses is a very serious issue that 
often goes untreated. The stigma and discrimination 
associated with murder and mental illnesses has created 
blinders for society to solve the underlying issue which 
then places preconceived notions about all mothers who 
commit infant homicide. Having more readily available 
resources for these women prior to committing filicide 
could help resolve issues and prevent the growing number 
of child deaths. Facilities and shelters could enable the 
woman to receive help before the illness alienates her 
enough to let the illness alienate her child. There are other 
factors, mentioned prior, that revolve around filicide but 
the maternal madness is one of the most prominent 
theories behind this issue.  In order to overcome gridlock, 
the underlying issue needs to be resolved instead of 
focusing on the apparent surface problem.   


