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Why does this matter? Why Has This Problem Been Ignored? Abstract 

 

 

 

 

 

A Defining Moment… 

Research Methodology 

Highlights From Literature Review 

      

 

 

 

 

 

This study examines some of the cultural practices in Southern Africa that may lead to intentional 

and/or unintentional abuses of African women. First, it looks at the richness of  African cultures and 

examines the conditions under which women may be abused. We also highlight why it is important for 

people to know about issues of cultural abuse. In addition, we explain why these issues of abuse are 

not healthy for women and why it is important that the conditions be changed. By examining the 

factors that lead to cultural abuses and at times to exiles of women, positive policies may be enacted to 

better the lives of African women. 
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In developing countries, women tend to suffer 

because of the standards society has forced upon 

them.  After seeing the beauty of their customs and 

cultures one may wonder why abuse and 

mistreatment are acceptable standards in some parts 

of Africa.  

 

My research questions are: 

 --why are women constantly abused and 

 overlooked?   

 --why, in a world that has progressed so 

 rapidly, do people seem not to see the abuses 

 of women ? 

 --why are solutions not being offered?  

 

 These questions are important to entertain 

because morally in order to have a better world, 

something must be done to improve lives of all 

people on earth. 

Abuses of African women: Any 
cultural link? 

African women who have been 
subjected to abuse will be asked 

to take part in this research. 

 

Surveys  

  Surveys will ask African 
women about ways their 

cultures may lead to certain 
abuses. 

Interviews 

African women will answer 
question regarding abuse, their 
views on exile and how their 

cultures lead to abuse 

 

Scales 

African women will be asked 
how they view their culture on a 
scale from 1-10. 10 being that 
they see nothing wrong with 

their way of life. 

"Every view of the world that becomes extinct, every 

culture that disappears, diminishes a possibility of life." 

Octavio Paz 

 

“The greater the power, the more dangerous the abuse.” 

Edmund Burke 

What is Abuse? 
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