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 What kind of medical technologies are most likely to have a 

negative effect on the availability of health coverage for 

people in need in the DFW metroplex?  

 

 Are these devices viable options in terms of effectiveness and 

attainability?  

Effect of Cost on Society 

Most modern medical procedures such as CAT scans, genetic treatments, and 

fertility treatments, are not cost efficient and most public insurance plans either will 

not cover the cost of these technologies or are reducing the number of procedures 

they will cover. Studies show that many of the technologies that were once covered 

by public insurance plans, such as Medicare, have been removed from the plan or 

have been greatly restricted as to who can receive the treatment (Sloan, Morrisey, 

Valvona 1988; Giacomini 2005). Machines that are used in hospitals daily are much 

more expensive than expected. For example, the simplest incubator costs close to 

$20,000 and certain invitro fertility treatments costs more than $3,500 (Chen 2009; 

Giacomini 2005). Consequently, medical technologies, although they can be useful, 

are indeed making health care less affordable and less available for those in need. 

 

What is Being Done 

The most obvious, yet most difficult option is to create a new technological device 

that is much more cost efficient, yet just as effective as its more expensive 

predecessor. For instance, a company called Embrace has found a way to make an 

incubator that costs a mere $25 as opposed to the typical $20,000 price of a 

traditional incubator (Chen 2009). Also, instead of completely removing coverage 

for technologies that are in high demand, insurance providers have found ways to 

regulate how they will cover the procedure: who needs the treatment more; who will 

benefit more; and who is most likely to recover faster and better (Sloan, Morrisey, 

Valvona 1988; Giacomini 2005). These attempts to alter the cost of health coverage 

are useful, but are almost futile because they only affect a small portion of the 

population. More needs to be done in order to make these vital medical technologies 

attainable.  

• Warren Burggren, Ph.D., Provost and Vice President for 

Academic Affairs 

• Vish Prasad, Ph.D., Vice President for Research and 

Economic Development 

• Michael Monticino, Ph.D., Dean, College of Arts and 

Sciences  

• Gloria Cox, Ph.D. Dean, Honors College 

Chen, Jane. (2009). A Warm Embrace That Saves Lives. 

 [Video] Retrieved October 31, 2011, from 

 http://www.ted.com/talks/jane_chen_a_warm_embrace_th

 at_saves_lives.html. 

  

Giacomini, Mita. 2005. “One of These Things Is Not Like the 

 Others: The Idea of Precedent in Health Technology 

 Assessment and Coverage Decisions.” The Milbank 

 Quarterly 83(2): 193-223. 

 http://www.jstor.org/stable/30045612. 

  

Sloan, Frank A., Michael Morrisey, and Joseph Valvona. 1988. 

 “Medicare Prospective Payment and the Use of Medical 

 Technologies in Hospitals.” Medical Care 26(9): 837-53. 

 http://www.jstor.org/stable/3765369.   
 

Many new medical technologies are produced across the world 

in attempts to improve the well being of the human race. Some of 

these new technologies, however, are very expensive and cannot 

be used efficiently or be used worldwide. In my research I sought 

to find if the rising cost of health insurance coverage has any 

relation to the types of medical technologies that are covered. To 

perform my research, I plan to choose different medical 

technologies and to follow the changes in insurance coverage 

due to the price of those technologies. I do not expect to discover 

that the price of medical technology is the sole contributor to the 

high cost of health insurance. I do, however, expect to find a 

positive correlation between the two. 
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I decided to model my research on that of Sloan, Morrisey, and 

Valvona (1988). The three main steps I would take would be to 

research different medical technologies, organize the data and 

synthesize a method of categorizing them, and look at changes 

in coverage in several health insurance policies.  


