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Abstract 

My research topic is terrorism. I want to analyze how socioeconomic conditions of the 

Middle East cause individuals to be recruited into terrorist organizations and participate 

in terrorist activities. In my study I will focus on the socioeconomic factors rather than 

psychological or cultural factors. This is not a statement of disregard for these factors 

that play an important role in explaining the causes of terrorism, but because I wish to 

analyze the socioeconomic factors with a degree of specificity that would be 

encumbered by an analysis of the full spectrum of factors that drive individual 

participation in terrorist action. To accomplish this goal, I will compare the 

socioeconomic characteristics and the amount of terrorist activity in a number of 

countries to determine if there is a significant correlation between these two sets of 

variables.  The results should suggest which socioeconomic conditions are particularly 

conducive to terrorist activity.  
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Levels of Analysis 

When considering what causes terrorism there are 

three distinct levels of analysis: 

 

  Individual - The individual actor, recruiter, or    

planner in a terrorist action 

 

  Organizational - The terrorist organization as a 

whole 

 

  Environmental - The environment in which 

terrorism is conceptualized, as well as where the 

terrorist activity takes place 

 

In my research I will consider how environmental 

factors lead to individual participation in terrorist 

activity.     

What Causes Terrorism? 

 

Terrorism is a complex issue with a 

number of potential causes including: 

 

Socioeconomic factors; 

 

Psychological factors; and 

 

Cultural factors. 

 

In my research I will focus on  

socioeconomic factors and how they 

relate to terrorism. 

 

 

Environmental degradation, overpopulation, refugees, narcotics, 

terrorism, world crime movements, and organized crime are 

worldwide problems that don't stop at a nation's borders.  

 --Warren Christopher 

 

 

When a person is humiliated, when his rights are being violated, 

and he does not have the proper education, naturally he gravitates 

toward terrorism.  

 --Shirin Ebadi 

 

 

Trade creates jobs and lifts people out of poverty. And when that 

happens, societies stabilize and grow. And there is nothing like a 

stable society to fight terrorism and strengthen democracy, 

freedom and rule of law.  

 --Dennis Hastert 
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