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Dean Martin Halbert : N
“I'm very worried about the fact

that there appears fo have arisen
a huge disjuncture in perceptions
on open access to scientific
research.”

October 12, 2015 )

“Among many faculty researchers such as yourself (Burggren), (Open Access)
seems increasingly fo mean “theres a lot of junk publishers out there, and many
of them are open access, and that probably means open for anyone tfo publish in,
50 /15 a ferrible thing to be avoided aft all costs”.

"This disjuncture in understanding and perspectives is leading fo a slow
motion train wreck in academia.....



1) About me This talk......

3) The Hypotheses

4) “In the trenches”
* Frequency
 Relevance

* Quality

5) Conclusions




What | am, what | am not!
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| am a research scientist

(biologist) of >40 years,

and a journal Editor-in-Chief
for 8 years




Mostly, I'm a here as
A GUINEA PIG!!




A view “from the trenches” as a scientist-consumer....

(185) rossly Il, D.A., Burggren, W.W., Reier, C.L., Altimiras, J., Rodnick, K.J.

Mass transport: Circulatory system with emphasis on non-
endothermic species. Comprehensive Physiology. In Press.

(184) Oziolor, E.M., Dubansky, B., Burggren, W. and Matson, C.W. Cross-
resistance in Gulf killifish (Fundulus grandis) populations resistant to
dioxin-like compounds. Aquatic Toxicology. In Press.

(183) Burggren, W. W., Bautista Martinez, G., Camarillo Coop, S., Marquez,

| publish mostly in ~8 “Legacy” Journals.
All are on-line, but not all strictly so, and didn’t start that way.

(182) STrazawa, H.and Bargaren, WwW” op z
plasticity induced by pre-incubation egg storage in chicken embryos
(Gallus gallus domesticus). Physiological Reports. In Press.

(181) Mueller, C.A, Willis, E. and Burggren, W.W. Salt sensitivity of the
morphometry of Artemia franciscana during development: A
demonstration of 3-D critical windows. Journal of Experimental
Biology. 219:571-581.

- Lauren Castilla, L., Burggren, W., David Muirhead, D., Nelson, T. and
Dzialowski, E. Circulatory changes associated with the closure of
the ductus arteriosus in hatching emu (Dromaius novaehollandiae).
Journal of Comparative Physiology. A. 191: 202-208.
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Daria Gog, Ewelina Szymariska, Urszula Biatek-Wyrzykowska, Matgorzata Wiweger, Jacek
KuZnmicki Read Now

READ MORE FROM THE EMAIL TO A
JOURNAL COLLEAGUE

© 2016 Mary Ann Liebert, Inc. All Rights Reserved
140 Huguenot Street, 3rd Floor, New Rochelle, NY, 103801-5215, USA

Free full text

Full text links

Save items

Add to Favorites

Similar articles =

Elusive inheritance: Transgenerafional
effects and epigene [Prog Biophys Mol Biol. 2015]

Epigenetics in comparative biology: why
we should pay attention. [Integr Comp Biol. 2014]

The case for transgenerational
epigenetic inheritance in [Mamm Genome. 2008]

[Research progress of epigenetic
transgenerational phenotype].  [Yi Chuan. 2014]

Human transgenerational responses to
early-life experience: potenti [J Med Genet. 2014]

See reviews. .

Seeall...

Cited by 4 PubMed Central articles
Transgenerational inheritance or resetting of




Dear Dr. Burggren,

We have recently sent y ou can now

connect your ORCID to t it to the
paper here: .
http://susy.mdpi.com/aut

Open Access
ORCID is an open, non- ique
researcher identifiers an outputs to
these identifiers. ORCID hers,
research sectors, and na r systems.

Predatory Journals

Best regards,

Fengyan Wang
Assistant Editor
Email: fonda.wang@md



http://susy.mdpi.com/author/orcid/confirm/8f2faf7e5819bf339d4349b748de8140
mailto:fonda.wang@mdpi.com

Predatory Journals?? Not Exactly News......
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Predatory Journals...

BioMed Central

The Open Access Publisher Journals Submissions Publishing services About

BMC Medicine

ABOUT ARTICLES SUBMISSION GUIDELINES

RESEARCH ARTICLE OPEN ACCESS

‘Predatory’ open access: a longitudinal study of article volumes and market
characteristics
Cenyu Shen & and Bo-Christer Bjork

BMC Medicine 2015 13:230 | DOIL: 10.1186/512916-015-0468-2 | © Shen and Bjork. 2015

Received: 30 April 2015 | Accepted: 1 September 2015 | Published: 1 October 2015

) Open Peer Review reports

Abstract

Background

A negative consequence of the rapid growth of scholarly open access publishing funded by article processing charges is the
emergence of publishers and journals with highly questionable marketing and peer review practices. These so-called
predatory publishers are causing unfounded negative publicity for open access publishing in general. Reports about this
branch of e-business have so far mainly concentrated on exposing lacking peer review and scandals involving publishers
and journals. There is a lack of comprehensive studies about several aspects of this phenomenon, including extent and
regional distribution.

Methods

After an initial scan of all predatory publishers and journals included in the so-called Beall's list, a sample of 613 journals




416 tems on Individual
Jjoumnal list

First Stage Sampling - stratify 966 |

Random sample: Random sampla
{n= 77 publiahara) {n=12T publiahara)
Observation welght=3.454 Obsarvation welght=3.520

Second Stage Sampling - take a random sample of journals from sach publisher stratum

Random sample:

{n'=132 Journals)
Observation weight=12.614

Third Stage Sampling — take 5 random artlcles each from 47 Journals that have avallable data

Data collection on the article level

Author affillation
Publishing time
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OLJs from single publisher have “meatier” issues.
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Shen and Bjorck’s (2015) Conclusions
Problems caused by predatory journals are rather limited and regional
Open access publishing is rapidly gaining momentum.... This should

create better opportunities for researchers from countries where predatory
publishing Is currently popular, to get published in journals of higher quality.

The world is flat, at least electronically!!!




Shen and Bjorck’s (2015) Conclusions

* Problems caused by predatory journals are rather limited and regional

« Open access publishing is rapidly gaining momentum.... This should
create better opportunities for researchers from countries where predatory
publishing Is currently popular, to get published in journals of higher quality.
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What's Our Research Focus??

Predatory
Journals

Solicitation Emails




HYPOTHESIS #1.:
Solicitation emails from predatory
journals are DEVALUING an
otherwise highly legitimate venue
for information distribution.

HYPOTHESIS #2

Solicitation emails are increasingly
counterproductive by virtue of their
Increasing numbers, impersonal
approach and “email noise” they
produce.



JTesting the Hypotheses.....

ODbjective

Warren Burggren
Dilip Madasu

Kevin S. Hawkins EE— Questions

Jesse Hamner \

Martin Halbert
Subjective

Data??
Qualitative

\ Quantitative

Data =) Anglysis
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Are Solicitation Emails Resent/Duplicated?

Dear Dr. Burggren,

I am writing to mguae whether vou have recerved our earher
email regardmg the annuval Special [zzue titled "Ansmal Models

of Human Pathology 2016." which will be published m the
Pathology subject area ﬂf*
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100 A
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Are Solicitation Emails ramping up?
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How many journals are new, vs ongoing?

Only 43/272 or 15.8% are "new’

Open Access Journals

| Dear Dr.W.W. Burggren,

Warm Greetings from —

We take this opportunity to introduce ourselves as an open access publishers with a motto to serve the scientific community. We publish peer-reviewed articles related to different aspects.

We are planning to release Inaugural Issue under the esteem guidance of our Editorial board members. We welcome you to submit vour manuscripts and extend our mvitation to your
colleagues and subject experts in the field of Cardiology.

Articles on Cardiology can be of Research, Reviews, Case Reports, Opinion articles, Short communications, etc.
Kindly submit your manuscript on or before 7% March 2016 to cardiology(@mathewsopenaccess.net

Kindly visit http/www.mathewsopenaccess.com/cardiology-author-guidelines html for queries on submission of manuscripts.

....suggests that existing OLJs are ramping up their solicitations




What About Charges?

Dear Dr. Warren W. Burggren, | hope to find you well.

| would like to inform you that, based on your publishing history, you are invited to contribute a new
open access book project under the editorship of Dr. — The current working title of the book is

To learn more about the project (suggested topics, deadlines and the publishing process) and to register
your participation, please visit:

e

The book will be an open access publication and all chapters will be available online for free, unlimited
download, increasing their visibility and scientific impact. Please note that if your chapter gets accepted
for publication, a payment of an Article Processing Charge will be required.

We hope that you will be able to join this project and | will be happy to help with any questions you
might have.

Cordially “Processing fee” or “Processing charge” = 176/910 or 19.3%

“Publication fee” or “Publication charge” = 228/910 or 23.1%
.

Publishing Process Manager




What else are the publishers doing to win manuscripts?

“Discount” = 59/910 or 5.5%
“Waiver’/“Waived” = 75/910 or 10.4%

Dear Dr. Warren W Burggren:

Journal of New Developments in —l_'l

2377-2549

We are glad to let vou know that INDC 1s providing a wairver of extra 25% on alreadv
watved author publication charges [2] (accordmg to countryv wise classification of World
Bank) for authors submitting manuscripts on or before 30 May, 2016. Rapid review 1s
assured and publication will be done within the same week of acceptance provided vour
response for proofs 1s quick as well. The papers submitted within this deadline will be
published on or before 30 July, 2016.

Please submut vour manuscnpt online [3] or through email at info{@oap-journals.org

To know more about us visit our journal home page [1] and the journal editonal board page
[4]. For aims and scope vou can check here [3]. Instructions for authors [6] are to be



What else are the publishers doing to win manuscripts?

Thu 5/5/2016 1:31 AM

Candy <Candy@dooltom.org>

Become the Life Member and Publish One Paper for Free

To Burggren, Warren
URGENT

ﬂ If there are problems with how this message is displayed, click here to view it in a web browser,
Unsubscribe

| [l

Become the Life Member and Publish One Paper for Free

For encouraging international scholarly communication, now we recruit Life Members with a view to expand our Member Team, advance the knowledge of science and technology and foster the interchange of ideas

and information among investigators.

)

Privilege for Life Member

From Mar. 20 to Sep. 20, 2016, you faithful scholars and researchers can apply to be our Life Members and get the chance to publish one paper for free in any of our journals immediately. Besides, you'll enjoy so%

discount to publish papers in our journals within the next three years.

Learn more

After being published in cur journal, most articles can be indexed by Google

Google Scholar Has
Indexed Most
Publications

scholar within the next 4-6 weeks.Hope that Google Scholar Indexing can give
you the motivation and inspiration to do more research and reach more

achievements.

Activities for
Worldwide
Academic
Communication

Our Life Members will be invited to participate in our coerdinately erganized
activities or conferences to share their research achievements with other

researchers in some countries.

=0




So, | know | get a lot of emall solicitations:

 How good are the journals?

« How relevant are the journals?



Objective Criteria: How Good are the OLJ’s saliciting
my manuscripts?

Nature Genet."

Nature *

nature
materials

Home | Current issue | Comment | Research | Archive v | A

Nature Immunol. Lancet
Lancet Neurol.s \ *“Nature Mater. *

CellStem Cell, * Science
Nature Cell Biol.s " <" Nature Nanotech.
Nature Med. Cancer Cell
Nature Neurosci~_Nature Phys.* Nature Photon.* * J. Am. Med. Assoc.
Nature Struct. Mol. Biol. s Na’“[‘i Met?‘gs I
PLoS Biol.. * “Lancet Oncol.
. Nature Chem. Biol.
J. Am. Chem. SOC] € Natio Lett
i :
A % *Adv. Mater.

home » archive » issue » editorial » full text
EMBO J—2,
NATURE MATERIALS | EDITORIAL PhysRev ety 1%\ Angew. Chem nt. £d

<, .\ | *Nature Geosci.
< Small 'ACS Nano
& —PLSONE Proc. Natl Acad. Sci. USA

Median citations per paper

Beware the impact factor 0 4 8 2 ® ® » B %

201 impact factor

Nature Materials 12, 89 (2013) | doi:10.1038/nmat3566
Published online 23 January 2013

) PDF &, Citation rﬁ Reprints Q Rights & permissions Article metrics

The journal impact factor is a good predictor of the quality of journals as measured by
citations to primary research articles. It is, however, a poor indicator of citations to specific
papers or of the future performance of individual researchers.




Objective Criteria: How Good are the OLJ’s saliciting
my manuscripts?

- IMPACT

| FACTOR | Only 10/274 or 3.6% even had an impact factor!

NN  86/274 or 31.4% had a DOAJ listing.
JOURNALS

21274 or 0.7% had a Index Medicus listing.

”
e NCBI  Resources'

Publfled 84/274 or 30.7% had a PubMed listing.

1US National Library of Medicine
Mational Institutes of Health



Subjective Criteria: How Goaod are the OLJ’s saoliciting
my manuscripts?

Premise: |If a journal wants my “business”, then:
 legitimate biologists run the journal, and

» legitimate publishers produce the journal.
5
.\00 (’\

SHEAS)
o° 6\\6 Annals of QiR

Dear Warren W Burggren,

was notified that Peer-review 1s major time lined process in an Open Access pub c.amn: Now we are

taking a place to reduce the time frame in review process with vour support.

mformation as below:

1 Name:

2 Affihation:

3 Contact information:
4 Research Interest:

3 Designation:

6 Telephone/Fax:

Rect recards




Subjective Criteria: How Goaod are the OLJ’s saoliciting
my manuscripts?

Editorial Board Membership Invitation -

To Burggren, Warren ~

Bing Maps + Get more apps

-

Dear Dr. W W Eurggren

Warm greetings from —Jpen Access Journals!

N - = coline-only broad based open

access journal presenting original research contributions and scientific
advances in the field of Pediatries & Therapeuntics.

Please visit our journal at: http: / /scitechz. com /Pediatrics.html

N - o locking for qualified researchers

and experts as members of our editorial team,

Ifyou are interested in serving as a member of the editorial board, kindly send
us your OV Bicgraphy to w

Hope to hear from vou soon!

Thanks & Fegards

Sincerely,

This iz nat a &, and has baen sent o you hecauss of your relsvance m the fAeld.

Editorial Office

Delaware 19958, USA

This is not a spam message, and has baem sent o pou hecauss of your rekevance in the feld. I
pou i want o recefs any emal i future from thisjournal, please reply with
ramuoe unsuhserihe.




Subjective Criteria: How Goaod are the OLJ’s saoliciting
my manuscripts?

What is the degree of “Professionalism” of the solicitation?

Among many possible criteria were:

* Opening salutation (errors, mailsort, misspelling, etc.)
» Spelling and grammar

» Casual greeting

» Overly obsequious approach

« Direct invitation to join with no evidence of vetting

* Faux background research on investigator (me)
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Shouldn’t truly professional
journals be aware of cultural
biases of their target audiences?



Subjective Criteria: How Goaod are the OLJ’s saoliciting
my manuscripts?

What is the degree of “Professionalism” of the solicitation?

Among many possible criteria were:

* Opening salutation (errors, mailsort, misspelling, etc.)
« Spelling and grammar

e Casual greeting

» Obsequious and fawning approach

« Direct invitation to join with no evidence of vetting

* Faux background research on investigator (me)



Opening Salutation

Opening Salutation — “Dear” or “Dr.”
“Burggren”

“Warren Burggren” THE CULTURAL ICEBERG |
“Warren W. Burggren”

“Burggren, Warren”
“‘Burggren W”
“Burggren Warren W”

“Dr. Warren”
Misspelled versions — e.g. “Bergen”
Extra initial - e.g. “W.W.W. Burggren”

“Professor”

“Colleague’

“Researcher”

any other completely impersonal opening.
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n=314 non-duplicated, 2015

2 3 4
Salutation Score




Concise

Oxford
ENGLISH
Dictionary

Number of
Occurrences

n=314 non-duplicated, 2015

1 2 3
Grammar/Spelling Score




Are Solicitation Emails From Relevant Journals?

n=314 non-duplicated, 2015

80
Number of

Occurrences 60

40
20

0
2 3 4

Relevance Score




All Online
Journals Soliciting
Manuscripts

Relevant Online

Journals Not
Soliciting

Manuscripts

Relevant Online
Journals Saliciting
Manuscripts

\
“ The good journals don't

have to advertise’
Kent Chapman, UNT
Professor




Data in Brief Papers

Make your research data count

Is your Genetics, Genomics and Molecular Biology research data receiving the
attention it deserves? Get credit for this important part of your research and publish
a dataset description in Data in Brief.

Data in Brief provides a way for researchers to easily share and reuse each other's
datasets. This open access, peer-reviewed journal welcomes submissions that
describe data from all research areas.

Nature for a year, at our limited time Find out more
offer price of £65, $93 or €84. Dear Or Bureg
ear ur ourggren, ‘ A ' ‘ A
BATA

Thank you for publishing in Respiratory Physiology &
Your subscription will include: Neurobiology. If you generated additional data during I N B Rl E F
your research project that hasn't yet been published,
we invite you to publish a brief dataset description in

Data in Brief » MAKE YOUR DATA COUNT 4

Why? Your research data will then benefit from:

¢ Discoverability: Make your data, which is often buried in supplementary
material, easier to find. In addition to being published open access on
ScienceDirect, Data in Brief papers are also available via PubMed Central

¢ Reproducibility: By thoroughly describing your data, you will be facilitating
replication

¢ Visibility: Increase traffic towards associated research articles and data, leading

ONLINE PRINT -
Unrestrictad online access and archive 51issues of cutting-edge research, global to greater citations
access back to January 197 Plus news and perceptive commentary - ) ) ) . .
mnlﬁmediafutmssnch:z\'anﬂe -z L Over 700 dataset descriptions have already been published in Data in Brief including
Podcast, Nature Video and blogs the following recently published paper:
Dataset on protein composition of a human plasma sub-proteome able to modulate the
Dengue 2 virus infection in Huh 7.5 cells
SUPPLEMENTS MOBILE i
Apocess to topical supplements including Apcess via the NatureJournals app for Vivian Huerta, et al.
Nature Insights, Nature Outiooks and iPad, iPhone and iPod touch
Nature Collections

Interested in making your data count? Find out more by reading this "How fo write a
good Data In Brief article” guide, before visiting the journal's Guide for Authors and
submitting your dataset description here.

Not sure where to deposit your data? You can upload your files to Mendeley Data
SUBSCRIBE which has a limit of 10GB per dataset. Mendeley Data, with which Data in Briefis

collaborating. is free for the journal's authors.
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Conseguences of Current Landscape

Caveat Emptor!!

= SCIENCEL

Ruining Everything Since 1543
L

Dial  up the
Skepticism......




Some Conclusions

Journal
Reputation

Sciencé

“The good (bad?)
ol’days”— the
reputation did all
the work!

Publication only If:

Good Methods + Good Results + Good Interpretation
(notwithstanding the “bizarre filtering process” referred to at 10:15 this AM)

Reader didn’t used to have to work £ ‘% -
very hard at quality assurance!!!! # i\ o g
&

fog




Some Conclusions

With access to everything,
Increasing need to separate
scientific wheat from chaff.....
Good methods, good results,
bad interpretation

RS54

Burden increasingly
on Investigator....

.... and on Library
Scientists to help
with skills training




Some Conclusions

Predatory
Journals

Predatory Journals are
everyone’s problem




The Future.......

. ~50,000,000 journal articles published to

date. (1/2 are now in PubMed!) Jinha, AE., Article 50 million: an estimate
of the number of scholarly articles in existince. Learned Publishing, 2010. 23(3): p. 258-263.

Access to published journal articles never better, will grow
exponentially (especially back in time in some fields).

Wil lack of qguality_control lead to an
“‘Industry” restructuring, If not collapse? (What’s with Physics???)

Disruptive technoloqy for dissemination

of. what we currently call “journal articles™? (A new desktop
publishing?)




Predatory Conferences, 1oo!

Tue 5/17/2016 10:44 AM

Aquaculture 2016 <aguetlUlture@osgferencesglobal.com>

You are Honorable Guest fof World Premier Event J Aquaculture 2016

To Burggren, Warren
ﬁ Click here to download pictures. To help protect your privacy, Qutlock prevented automatic download of some pictures in this message,

Suggested Meetings

‘
The purpose of this letter 1s to welcome you, to be a speaker at the

upcoming 3™ International Conference on Aquaculture & 3rd International
Fisheries dunng Sept 29-01 Oct, 2016 London, UK a leading forum

for Aquaculture Experts, Aquafeed Professionals, Fish Nutritionist, Conterence on A{!llfj’_; alture

Aquaculture Engineers, researchers, Farmers, industnal professionals & Fisheries SEP 29-01 Ol:t,

and students provides the ideal environment to disseminate and gamn 2016 London. UK “

current knowledge in the area of Aquaculture & Fishenes. . . ?

Innovations in Controlled

The main theme of the conference i1s “Innovations in Controlled Environment Aqua culture ”

Environment Aquaculture” which covers a wide range of critically

important scientific sessions from basic research to innovations in the MEET WORLD LEADING

field of Aquaculture & Fisheries. Based on vour eminence in the

field, we would like to mnvite you for Aquaculture 2016 Conference. SCIENTISTS FROM 50
DIFFERENT COUNTRIES & 5

Conference Highhghts: CONTINENTS

» A quatic Farmung Methods: Hatchery, Nutrition and Feed



Thanks!!!

UNIVERSITY
OF NORTH TEXAS

/ UNIVERSITY
#4 LIBRARIES

Questions/Comments? UNT



