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The Stan Kenton Collection

• Over 2000 music manuscripts.

• Over 600 photographs, a gift from Noel Wedder, Kenton's publicist.

• Research materials related to Bob Graettinger, donated by his 

biographer Robert Morgan.



Stan Kenton
1911-1979



Stan Kenton

Led an innovative big band from 1940 

until his death in 1979.

Was instrumental in creating and 

supporting jazz education opportunities.



Artistry In Rhythm
1941-46



Progressive Jazz
1946-48



Innovations In Modern Music
1950-51



New Concepts In 

Artistry In Rhythm
1951-1954



New Era In Modern Music
1960-65



The Creative World
1970-79



University of North Texas
• In 1947 former student Gene Hall created a degree program 

in Dance Band at North Texas State College.

• Leon Breeden took over in 1959 as Director of Jazz Studies. 

There were seventy jazz students and four Lab Bands. He 

remained until his retirement in 1981.

• The Jazz Studies program, the first of its kind in the country, 

rose to international prominence during Breeden's tenure. 



1960 Notre Dame Collegiate Jazz Festival

North Texas State College Lab Band

Best Jazz Group

Best Big Band

Best Trumpet [Marvin Stamm]

Outstanding Instrumentalist [Marvin Stamm]

Twenty-nine bands 

from throughout the 

country

“If they ever turn professional, I know a lot of guys 

who aren't going to like it.”

– Stan Kenton 



Kenton and North Texas
• After first hearing the NT Lab Band in 1960 he became heavily involved 

with their program.

• He hired numerous sidemen from the One O'clock Lab band over the 

years.

• In 1962 Kenton donated his library of scores and parts to the North 

Texas Jazz Program.

• Upon Kenton’s death in 1979, his entire library was left to North Texas.

• The UNT Lab Bands now rehearse in Kenton Hall.



Scores, parts and drawings
• Over 2000 items came to North Texas from Kenton in two large batches.

• The index to the music was compiled by Leon Breeden and several assistants.

• Good work, but…

The only fields were:

Catalog number

Title

Arranger

Saxophone configuration (AATTB, ATTBB, etc)

• They got quite a bit right, but…

Limited information was collected.

Mistakes of judgment and other human errors occur in all fields.

Only available online in an alphabetical list of titles containing just catalog numbers and arrangers.



New and Improved

Stan Kenton Database

Table Fields Records

UNT Collection 88 2342

Arranger/composers 16 201

Albums/CDs 16 397

Recording sessions (live, 

broadcast or studio)
51 584

Tracks recorded 19 4268

Five inter-related tables



Database Relationship Table



Initial Populating
• Prior to arriving at UNT there was a lot of preparation.

• Primary sources utilized:

Michael Sparke and Peter Venudor’s great book, Stan 

Kenton: The Studio Sessions

Correspondences with Kenton scholars Michael Sparke 

and Ed Chaplin, as well as Kentonia (a Yahoo group)

Album and compact disc liner notes

Aural evidence

Google (everybody’s friend)



2007

Arrival at UNT

1. Opening every envelope

2. Filling in and correcting the database

Aural evidence very helpful

Virtually the entire Kenton recorded output on my laptop in MP3 format

3. Entering selected pieces into Finale (computer music notation)



Stan Kenton 261

Pete Rugolo 203

Johnny Richards 177

Lennie Niehaus 177

Gene Roland 168

Bill Holman 114

Bill Russo 83

Ken Hanna 82

Bob Graettinger 81

Dee Barton 75

Hank Levy 75

Bob Curnow 56

Ralph Carmichael 45

Bill Fritz 37

Willie Maiden 36

Bill Mathieu 20

Shorty Rogers 15

Gerry Mulligan 9

This first column accounts for 

half of the collection (3.5% of 

201 writers).

Both columns together 

account for three quarters of 

the collection (9% of the 

writers).

Arrangers with the most items in the UNT Archive



Some cool things I found



Concerto for 

Doghouse
Composed by Stan Kenton

1941

5 saxes

3 trumpets

2 trombones

PBDG

Non-transposed score.

Saxes are all in treble clef:

altos and tenors are written an octave above 

sounding pitch and the bari two octaves above.



Artistry In Boogie

• Composed by Rugolo in 1946

• The original score is titled Tuxedo Boogie

• The Capitol Recording Contract Sheet says: “Artistry In Boogie

(originally called Club Boogie)”



Shorty’s MamboMusicians named on parts

Alto 1 = Bud [Shank]

Alto 2 = Art [Pepper]

Tenor 1 = Coop [Bob Cooper]

Tenor 2 = Bart [Caldarell]

Bari = Jagus [Bob Gioga]

Trumpet 1 = Buddy [Childers]

Trumpet 2 = Salk [Jimmy Salko]

Trumpet 3 = Maynard [Ferguson]

Trumpet 4 = Chico [Alvarez]

Trumpet 5 = Shorts [Shorty Rogers]

Trombone 1 = Milt [Bernhart]

Trombone 2 = Harry [Betts]

Trombone 3 = Fitz [Bob Fitzpatrick]

Trombone 4 = Herbie [Harper]

Trombone 5 = John [Halliburton]

Breeden’s list credits Buddy 

Childers as the arranger of this 

‘unknown’ work.

It is, in fact, only copied by 

Buddy Childers; it was 

composed by Shorty Rogers in 

1950.

It was recorded in 1950 under 

the name Viva Prado.



Cuban Carnival
Composed by Pete Rugolo

The title on the score and parts is Cubana

The score is dated dated 27 November 1946

• First performed 9 December1946 at the Paramount Theatre in NYC

• Recorded 6 December 1947

“This is fascinating, because you have uncovered evidence that this work was 

composed and played a full year earlier than previously believed”

– Michael Sparke

The Progressive Jazz compositions starting appearing in the library before previously thought.



An early version of 

“Cuban Carnival” 

that is a swing tune!



Impressionism
The original pencil score by Rugolo is dated November 1946 (NY).

“This title is dated by you a full year before it was believed to have been written. The band 

was in NYC in November 1946, however. I know of no performance before the Capitol 

recording 22 October 1947. Fascinating!”

– Michael Sparke



Dearly Beloved
Arranged by Gene Roland

5 saxes, 4 trumpets, 4 E-flat alto trumpets, 4 trombones, tuba

Piano, bass, drums, percussion

“A fascinating revelation, as this was clearly written in 1960 while Stan was searching for a ‘new 
sound,’ before settling on the mellophoniums. Among other variations, Roland experimented with 4 
E-flat alto trumpets, but they weren’t sufficiently different from normal trumpets to stand out on their 
own to Kenton’s satisfaction.”

– Michael Sparke



Improvisation
by Bill Russo

1950

Art Pepper’s part



Bob Graettinger
1923 – 1957

His “radical polystylistic soundworld, with its 

polyphonic density and bracing atonality, while 

drawing on ideas previously explored by the likes 

of Ives, Stravinsky, Copland and Schoenberg, 

still remains truly distinctive.”

– Chris Blackford



Theme
Bob Graettinger 1946

A full year before any known Graettinger 

arrangements.



Cuban Pastorale
Composed by Bob Graettinger

Ray Wetzel

Buddy Childers

Ed Badgley

Chico Alvarez

Conte Candoli



Ray Wetzel

Buddy Childers

Ed Badgley

Chico Alvarez

Conte Candoli



The Famous 

Graettinger 

Graphs



Notations by

Bob Graettinger









Terry,

You certainly have your work cut out for you. It sounds like a mammoth task but I'm sure you'll enjoy it. I only 

made one score of what I wrote for Stan and now that I'm 87, I regret not making a duplicate for myself at the 

time. But when you're young, time is of the essence and I never thought of making a copy. Fortunately, when 

Leon Breeden was cataloging the entire Kenton library, he sent me copies of some of my things and I'm most 

grateful for that.

I would like a copy of my score of WALKIN' BY THE RIVER (the recorded version,  I have a copy of an 

older version – a bass solo, but that's not what I want). So, if you come across that score in your work, I would 

appreciate it if you would send me a copy. I will pay for photo costs and postage, of course. Thanks for thinking of 

me.

Joe

Email from arranger Joe Coccia
received just after I began work at UNT in fall 2007

Walkin’ By The River
arranged by Joe Coccia in 1957



Shed House Mouse
Composed by Gene Roland 

Recorded as Jump For Joe

by Kenton in 1951



The artist is trumpet player Rolf Ericson; 

the subject is section mate Bill Chase



Another masterpiece by Rolf Ericson



Yet another insightful one by Rolf Ericson



Unknown music from the UNT 

Kenton Archives



Papers by Terry Vosbein

analyzing the music

Pete Rugolo and Progressive Jazz – presented at the IAJE International 

Conference, Chicago, January 2002

New Concepts of Bill Russo – presented at the IAJE International 

Conference, Long Beach, January 2003

Willie Maiden and the New Old School – presented at the IAJE International 

Conference, Long Beach, January 2005

Stan Kenton: Master Dramatist – presented at the IAJE International 

Conference, New York, January 2006



Lots of free music 

to listen to and look 

at…and even a 

recipe for beignets.

www.vosbein.com



allthingskenton.com
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