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Lecturing 

• What was Stalinism; 
Major schools in 
historiography of 
Stalinism; Students 
read general textbook 
 
 

• Introduction of activity 

Research, discussion 

• Students read, review, 
present to class and 
discuss selected 
articles, books, and 
documents from the 
assigned list 
 

• Preparation of activity 

Activity 

• accumulates the 
knowledge and 
research data 
learned in the 
course.  

• Implementation 

Stalin: 
• presents his personal motivations, perspectives and justifications of 

his politics 

Judge 
• 1) guiding and monitoring the court; 2) ruling on objections from 

the Prosecution and the Defense; 3) clarifying and probing 
statements made by the Prosecution and Defense; 4) 
announcement of the verdict. 

Witnesses for Defense and Prosecution 
• for example a peasant woman deported during the collectivization 

of agriculture, gives testimony of the consequences of the politics 
on a grass root level 

Implementation 

Preparation:             
 Students select roles 

Judge Prosecutor Attorney 

Stalin Witnesses Journalist 

We form 6 teams with each representing the specific character.  
Teams collect and study information, ponder argumentation to 
present the position of their character; arrange costumes or 
representational imagery, exchange the material and co-operate, 
for example, arranging the format / scenario of a trial, or 
preparing ballots.  
A week before the presentation teams produce the outlines of 
their speeches and share them with other participants and the 
instructor. The instructor gives  feedback on the outlines and may 
review the drafts of the speeches.  

                         Class schedule:  
January           February-April       May 2 

Prosecutor 
• 1) researching the background of the accused to gather evidence 

against him; 2) development of a case and, 3) rebuttal of the defense 
case.  You will need to provide actual documentary evidence to 
support the charges. 

Attorney 
• 1) researching the background of the accused, historical 

circumstances, etc.  2) gather evidence in his favor; 3) development of 
a case 4) rebuttal of the prosecutor’s case.  You will need to provide 
actual documentary evidence to counter the charges 

Journalist 
• takes the pictures / makes a movie during the trial and, after the 

activity, reports about the trial in an article written for common public 
(possibly for the UNT news publications). The article, together with the 
scripts of speeches and a photo exhibition, will be a part of the final 
report placed online on the History Department site 

1 2 3 4 subtotal 

Position of the character is clearly 
stated 

An attempt at 
a position or 
statement 

Not clearly 
stated 

Clearly stated 
but shifts 
slightly 

Clearly stated and 
consistently 
maintained 

Position/statement is supported 
with argument(s) 

Weak Moderately 
developed, but 
many 
transitions are 
weak 

Fairly well-
developed and 
most 
transitions are 
clear 

Well developed 
with clear 
transitions 

The problems and barriers for 
implementation of goals/priorities 
are clearly identified 

Not presented Not very clear Clear, but not 
fully developed 
or recognized. 

Clear and fully 
presented. 

The short-term and long-term 
historical consequences are 
clearly presented 

Not presented Not very clear Clear, but 
missing critical 
information. 

Presented and fully 
explained 
consequences. 

The evidence that  supports the 
argument (statistics, documents, 
quotations) is presented 

Weak and 
unrelated to 
position 

Less than 
adequate and 
weak in support 
of the position 

Adequate and 
moderately 
support the 
position 

Adequate and 
strongly support 
the position 

Tone/persuasiveness of the 
speech 

Contributes 
little to 
persuasiveness 

Contributes 
moderately to 
persuasiveness 

Enhances 
persuasiveness 

Enhances 
persuasiveness and 
is consistent 
through the speech 

Total N/A N/A N/A N/A 6 -- 24 
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Assessment Rubrics for students and 
instructor to evaluate the effectiveness 

of presentations           
Circle the character that you evaluate:   
Stalin,  Attorney,   Prosecutor,   Judge,   Witness 

Reflection 
 

Students assess how the activity enhanced their learning 

Reinforces learning of curriculum 
Engages students more deeply 
Teaches skills such as research, communication skills, debate and 
critical and analytical thinking 
Serves as a motivational tool to further delve into material 
Simulation would encompass multiple disciplines such as history, 
social studies, government, ethics, drama 
Injects elements of game play, creative thinking and FUN 

I am thankful to UNT TII fellowship, the CLEAR staff, the colleagues-
participants, Professor James Meernik who shared his experience on 
the War Crimes Simulation and my students in HIST 5040 - 2008. 
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Goal 

to apply critical reasoning to Stalin’s politics in a courtroom 
environment 

Benefits of activity  

Major characters deliver their 8-minute speeches  
Class fulfills the function of the Jury and votes 

Assessment 
 

 
according to the rubrics basing on the average of  
1) the peers’ grades,  
2) instructor’s grade who evaluates presentations and scripts, and  
3) constructive reflection 
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