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The Gordon Research Conference on ROCK DEFORMATION was held at Tilton School, Tilton, New 
Hampshire, August 8-13, 2010. The Conference was well-attended with 127 participants (attendees list 
attached). The attendees represented the spectrum of endeavor in this field coming from academia, 
industry, and government laboratories, both U.S. and foreign scientists, senior researchers, young 
investigators, and students. Of the 127 attendees, 56 voluntarily responded to a general inquiry regarding 
ethnicity which appears on our registration forms. Of the 56 respondents, 4% were Minorities – 2% 
Hispanic and 2% Asian.   Approximately 37% of the participants at the 2010 meeting were women. 
 

In designing the formal speakers program, emphasis was placed on current unpublished research 

and discussion of the future target areas in this field. There was a conscious effort to stimulate lively 

discussion about the key issues in the field today. Time for formal presentations was limited in the interest 

of group discussions. In order that more scientists could communicate their most recent results, poster 

presentation time was scheduled. Attached is a copy of the formal schedule and speaker program and 

the poster program. In addition to these formal interactions, "free time" was scheduled to allow informal 

discussions. Such discussions are fostering new collaborations and joint efforts in the field. 
 

Thank you for your support of this Conference. As you know, in the interest of promoting the 

presentation of unpublished and frontier-breaking research, Gordon Research Conferences does not 

permit publication of meeting proceedings. If you wish any further details, please feel free to contact me. 

Thank you.  

 
     Sincerely,  
     Peter Kelemen, Conference Chairperson 

            COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY 
 
 
 
 

 

ORGANIZATION PARAGRAPH: 
Organizing a Gordon Research Conference involves extensive communication with the research 

community to identify important issues at the frontiers of the field, and solicit suggestions for 
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speakers and discussion leaders to participate in the conference.  The Chair then contacts 

prospective participants to invite them to talk and discuss the nature of their contributions.  The 

Chair then communicates the topics and aims of the conference through web pages, contact with 

relevant international professional bodies and email to members of the research community 

around the world to encourage applications for participation in the conference.  The Chair is then 

responsible for assessing and accepting the applications and fielding a host of questions both 

concerning the technical content and practical aspects of conference participation.   
 

Findings Statements: 

Training & Development 

Speakers, discussion leaders, poster presenters and attendees simultaneously contributed to and 

benefited from the collective skills and experience shared throughout the conference. The 

funding provided by NSF was invaluable to the success of the 2008 Conference. 

 

Outreach Activities 

As proceedings of all Gordon Conferences are not made public, there is no direct mission with 

regard to outreach and public understanding for this particular project. 

 

INTERNET STATEMENT (Insert www.grc.org as the Internet address): 

Gordon Research Conferences maintains a Web site which lists the conference title, date of 

conference, location of conference, and a tentative program for the conference.  It is an 

informational tool for scientists who wish to see our up-coming schedule and determine which 

conferences they wish to apply to.  Gordon Research Conferences does not permit publication of 

meeting proceedings. 

 

CONTRIBUTIONS STATEMENT: 

The Gordon Research Conferences provide a private forum for the free and open discussion of 

ideas at the frontiers of science and technology.  Participants have the opportunity to discuss 

unpublished work and to explore new issues and ideas in the formative stage.  The long-term 

agenda for research in an area is set based on these discussions and new interdisciplinary 

research areas often develop from the interactions and discussions at the meetings. 
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