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CHAPTER I
GARLAND AND THE MIDDLE WEST

No artist can be set apart from the developments and
problems of his day, and so 1t was that Hamlin Garland, lit-
erary spokesman for the Midwestern farmers of the last quar-
ter of the nineteenth c¢entury, was inevitably bound t¢ por-
tray hls region with all of its ecomomic, social, and polit-
ical complexities., His work was destined to be influenced
by the echoes of the Civil Wer, the lmmigration of both
Americans and foreigners to a fertlle, grain-producing coun~
try, and by 211’ the problems of adjustment that faced this
agrarian soclety, It 1s well, therefore, to obtain first a
plocture of the times in which our artist's lmpressions were
to be formed.

In the years preceding the Civil War, the United States
government had put surveyor-generals in charge of its vast
unsettled acres of land and had made it their work to pre-
cede or, at least, keep abreast of the advancing columns of
amiératian, meke tresties with the Indian tribes, move the
Indian reservatione out of the path of progress, divide the
country into townships, sections, half sections, and quar-
ter sedtions, and erect monuments to mark their divisions,

Their work was begun in Ohio, and before the Civil War they
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were well beyond the Mississippi River, They had entirely
completed Chio, Indiesna, Illinols, and Michigan and had
practically completed Iowa and Wisconsin. AL the end of the
war they were proceeding toward Hinnesata, Nebrasks, and Kan-
sas, MNense, after the war there wara almost countless acres
of fertile, unsettled prairie land ready to be transferred
by the gavarnmant to industrious men willing to use the axe
and the plow.

In early yoars it was euatemary for the president of
the United States to issue a praalamation affaring the sure
veyed lands at’pubiie sele,? but in 1862, soon after the Re-
publican party gained control of the nabiaﬁal'governmantg a
homestead act was passed providing that any'twentyuaﬁa~yaar—
old person whn was q'vnitaé States citizen or who intended
to become a United States citizen "might occupy and use a
piase of surveyed land not exceeding 160 acres, and at the
completion of five years' residence upcﬁ it, by the paym@nfk
of $10 to meet the cost of entry, become its owner,"3 This
paliey was a new one, and ceonsequently it, aspeaially at
the end of tha war, encouraged migratian rram the Rast and

from Eurape on a large scale. Horace Ureeley, adit@r of the

lp, p, Oberholtszer gggtarx of ggg,gg;ggg ggatag
S8ince the Civil War, pp: %7 -276.

21nig., p. 276, 31vid., p. 278,
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New York ZTribune, urged many clerks, mechanics, shopkeepers,
and small farmers of the ¥aet to go into the uisaiasippi val-
ley, and after the war he urged returned soldiers to take
up Western h@masteads.a Oreeley, of course, was not the
only one who encouraged ill-prospering Easterners to go
West, but more people than we realize, perhaps, found their
call in his command to "go West, young man!" |

_American people were migrstory in habit anyway, Kirk-
land, for instance, points out that a typical family experi~
ence of that day of'ten invelved numercus moves into new re-
gians.s Buropeans, too, were migrating, and in large num-
bers Germans, Swedes, Czechs, Russianz, and Danes came to
the agricultural lands of the Northwest, for here the cli~
mate reminded them of their native lands,®

Before 1860 the Northwestern farmer specialized in
soft winter wheat, which often froze out, easpecially in W@a—
consin and Minnesota. The introduction of a hard, red spring
wheat that thrived in the cold climate of the reglon, how-
ever, eliminated the problem of frozen crops snd added speed
to the conquest and settlement of the prairiea.T

In 1846, the corn laws of England were repealed, and
thereby the lmport duties on foreign grain were made so low

*Ibia.

gE. C. Kirkland, A History of American Fconomic Life,
p. 504,

61vid., p. 505, T1pid., p. 518.
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that the English could meke no profit on their own graim.g ‘
Theresfter the English abandoned sgriculture, turned toward
work in the factories; and caused the demand for imported
grain in their country to inecrease, If Amaricans,aaulﬂfanly
produce wheat in large guantiiies, therefore, thay'eaﬁld .
find markets for 1t not only in their own industrial centers
out also in industrialized England.

The Civil War, of course, caused many laborers to be
withdrawn from the flelds at a time when there was an 1n~
areaaed demand for grain, ut the answer to this pveblam was
found in the application of labor-savipg machinery on an un=
precedented scale,” The Lnereased deman

nd, nevertheless,
stimulated the price of wheat and other graine, and natur&lly
paople, once released from the bondage of war, were eager to
go West, secure cheap land, raise grain, and secure good in-
gomes by taking advantage of the demands and the prices,

“As a result of these factors, the population of the
Korthwestern grain states increased more than forty-two per
cent between 1860 and 1870 and nearly thirty-four per cent
during the following decade.1® fThis increase amounted to
eight million people, a number of whom were fareignnra.ll

3L. M. Haoker and B. B. Kendriek, The gnigeg gate
Bince 1865, p. 165,

499%' L. Bogart, Economlc History of the Americsn People,
P. #50.

10g, L, Bogart, Economic History of Americsn
p. 1li2.

1lpogart, Economic History of the imerican People, p. 498,

Agriculture,
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Fearly five millioen acres were added to the cultivated avéa
between 1870 and 1900,12 and the cereal production elimbed
from a billion bushels in 1860 to over two billionm in 1880,13
Undoubtedly the farmers who migrated to the Middle West in
this era were industrious, willing, and filled with hope

for the well-being of their families, |

And when they first settled in their new land they had
prospects of agreeable conditions, With government assist-
ance the Pailroads began to make rapld extensiens inte tha'
West; farmers could specialize in the production of grain,
sell their products speedily and eeanamiaall&, and tuy
articles that they needed, So heartily, in faact, did the
farmers espprove of the government's grantingcland to the |
railroads 5ﬁét they themselves often bought railroad bﬂndﬁf
to help incrsase the transportation facilities of their re-
glon.

In the early seventies, iron and porcelain rollers ré~
placed the old millstones used in flour milling, and a su~
perior grade of flour was produced from the hard syring
wheat that was then belng cultivatea,l¥ Exteneive improve-
ment of farm machinery in the post-war years also "facilitated

llgaﬂﬂgart, Foonomie History of Americen Agriculture,

13g, . Bumphrey, An Economic History of the United
States, p. 321. ' |

1%pogart, Economic History of American Agriculture,
p. 112,
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the rapid exploitation of the virgin soils of the West5 =
and increased farm production. As early as 1846 and 1847,
Cyrus MeCormick opened factories for the manufacture and
sale of his reaper in Cincimnati and in Chissgo, In 1878,
John P, Appleby of Wisconsin invented the sgelf-binding twine
harves ter whizh'ruaﬁéd, bundled, and bound the grain in one
operation. Appleby's invention permitted one man to do as
much 88 eight men had done before; in fact, one authority
has ‘said that 1%, more than any other lmplement, enabled the
sountry to inerease its production during this‘paried,ls'-
By 1885 2 combinéd harvester and thresher had been made
which, when drawn by thirty to forty horses, cut; threshed,
clesned, sacked, and weighed the grain without the interven-
tion of human hands,l? 8111 other improvements were made
in this era through the invention of such implements as
plows, harrows, planters, weeders, cultivators, shelling
machines, grinders, and manure spreaders. .

As helpful as the improved implements and the extended
railroads may have seemed, however, the farmers of the post-
war era were not to exist long without their problems. Sayse
Bueks

A5Haeker snd Kemdrick, gp. git., p. 174,

1?303&“ » Boonomlc History of the American People,
pp. 501-502. R S '

17mumphrey, op. eit., p. 395.
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‘The demobilization of the armies, the closing of

war industries, increased lmmigration, the home-
stead law, the introduction of Almproved machinery,
and the repid advance of the rallroads . . ., all
combined to drive the agricultural frontier west-.
ward by 1ea¥ﬂ and bounds, . . . A orop acreage and
production increased, prices went down im accord-
ance with the law of supply and demand, and farmers
~all ovep the country found it diffieult to make a
1iving.48

Most of the farmers who had gone West were, in the beglnning,
without sufficlent capital, and as a rule thayghad been
faraad to mortgage thelr land to buy such necesslties as
ae&d, wire, aﬁa ma@hinery. When the Panle of‘1873, which
had 1ts roote in @varup@culatien among the stockholders of
railrﬁada, cama, ¢reditors became iﬂsistant far payment,
mmrtgages beeaﬁe almaat aonranewabla, end the rate of inter~
est seareé.lg In the moantime Congress hnd, aince the war,
"pursued a p@liey of euvrﬁnay contrastion which meant a fall
in prices from the dizsy heights of the war s.nmauon."?"

| Gverprednohian, deflated money, and a panic, therafcre,
combined forces in 1873 and auaaeeaing years to maka the
farmer realize that "his martgage, as m@asured 1n terms of
pushels of wheat, was grawing ever 1arg¢r."21 ?arhaps a
slight relief oame after 1875, when there were erop failures
in Eﬁrope and the occurrvence of the Russo-Turkish War,

185, j. Buck, The Agrarian Crusede, p. 19.
19;ggg‘, p. 21, |
20pogart, Eeonomic History of the Ame
2lpgumphrey, op. git., p. 321.

an People, p. 511,
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Demands for Ameriesn wheat grew for a time, but after 1885
the pleture grew bleck agein. India, Russia, and Anat»ali#
entered the wheat markets of the world, and, says one au~
thority, about the same time teriff walls against Americsn
wheat were raised by France, Germany, Italy,.andvapain.aev,_
Buck in reference to this era has said that S 1_1’
~ whether or not the American farmer realized that the.
nineteenth century had seen a total change in the
. economic relations of the world, he 4id perceive
clearly that something was wrong in his own case.
'+ '» + Prom 1883 to 1889 inclusive the average price
of wheat was seventy-three cents a bushel, of gorn
 thirty-six cents, of cats twenty-eight eentﬁ,ag
Beceuse crops were poor in 1890 there came s slight advance
in prices, but in 1891 there were agsin bumper crops of
grain end a deeline in prices. By 1892 there was a normal
production ofswheat throughout the worid, end by 1894 the
average price of wheat was forty-nine cents Bﬁ?,bﬁﬁkﬁl.2h 
The prices of other grains followed a similar pattern until
finally, says one author, it became cheaper to burn corn
than to cart 1t to town.?® During sll of this time, the
1nterent,r&tauqn,mertgagag remained the same, and each
year saw more mortgages being foreclosed and fgmmﬁr;awnexs;
taking their places on the farms as tenants. As an 111&8-
tration of the financial plight, Buck says that in 1888,

22pscker and Kendrick, op. ¢it., p. 169,
23puck, op. git., p. 102. 241p1d., pp. 102-103.
251bid., p. 103. |
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174 bushels of wheat would pey the interest at eight per
cent on $2000, whereas in 1894 or 1895, 320 bushels were

- required to pay the same lntareat‘gé Manufacturers in the
meantime were protected from the rivalry of foreign gead#-
by high tariff walls, and they, therefore, did not lower
the nrices of articles that farmers were forced to purchase,
The commiesion merchants to whom the farmer sold his produce
and the retail dealers from whom he bought his supplies also
demanded their share or more of profit and thus sdded handi-
caps to his already desperate plight. With the middlemen

to whom the farmer scold his produce, in faet, there origi~
nated a gambling scheme that was almost disestrous. Early
in this era the farmers themselves constructed grain ele-
vators by the railroed slding, and later when capital was
not available locally, the building was assumed by the rail-
roads. In the eighties, however, these elevators were often
leased or sold to camﬁéﬁiea wanting to make & pmafit through
grain buying, The companies, in turn,'gave farmere the low-
‘est prices poesible, and before long the farmara saw that
the final sales of grain in Liverpool, Englsnd, for instance,
brought considersbly more then they themselves had received,
The truth was that elevator owners in a vicinity had learned
to make agreements among themselves that prevented farmers

from receiving the highesti prices for their grain. "If

2’6"*! bid.
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interlopers came in, the united elevators raised prices to
k111 them off";27 otherwise, the farmer wes pald a materislly
low return, and if prices socared after the contracts were
made, the slevator concerns receilved the mrofit., 8o disas~
trous to the farmer did this plan of profiteering prove

that the president of ore farmers' moclety eaid: "Gambling
in farm products has done more real harm to the farmer than
all the droughts, pests, and disease with which he hag had
to contend on hls farm!”eg And when farmaré needed even
short loans to provide for them until their crops matured and
N thay could sell to the elavator'eampaniea, thpy‘ware of ten
2“foyceé to borrow from locel merchents at tﬁa”fata of fifteen
0£ twenty per éent.ag Ieter, Western investment companies,
insurance ea@%anias, and state banking systems met the finan-
¢isl needs of the farmers, but their loan and mortgage rates,
too, were unfailyr, In the meantime the farmer had to pey
higher taxes in secordsnce with his ability to pay than

- buginess men d4id. ¥Fo tax deductlons were made on hie mort-

gage; nelther was any relief, Buek reporte, given him in

his payment of federal taxes on the commodities he b@ught{ag‘
Finally, rallroads are not to be overlooked, for they also
were giving thelr shere of trouble. At first, of course,

2Txirkland, op. cit., p. S46. 2B1p1g,

291p1d., p. 550. 30Buck, op. ¢ik., p. 106,
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the farmers thought of the railroads as a blessing -- & way
to send thelr crops to merket -- and they bought shares of
railroad stock, But they later learned that often when
rallroads were merged and reorganized the shares held by
farmers were decreassd. Too, they learned, it has been
pointed out, that railroad stook was often "watered" to such
an extent that high freight rates were charged imp order to
permit the payment of dividends,3l In fect, say Hacker and
Kendricks |
After the first emthusiasm for railroad bullding had
spent itself, the farmers of the West began to re-
gerd the railroad managers as their arch foes, High
rates, pooling devices, rebates, discriminations
between long and short heuls, incivility, bwibe:g,'.
dishonesty -~ these were some of the practices whose _
weight ths farmere of the nstion began to feel. ., , .32
The farmers did not wait long, though, before they made
efforts to better their situvation. Once they sought polit-
ical remedies for their economlc 1lls, however, they discov-
ered that they had little representation or influence in
either the national or the state legislatures:
Political power was concentrated in the East
and in the urban sections of the West. Members of
Congress wers inoreasiagly likely to be from the
manufacturing olesses or from the legal profession,
which sympathized with these classes rather than

with the agriculturists. Only about 7 per cent of
the members of Congress were farmers; yet in 1870,

3l1pig., p. 22,
32Hacker and Kendrick, op. eit., p. 182,
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47 per cent of the population was engaged in agri-
culture, The only remedy for the farmers was to
zggiﬁizgnggmzzigggaag 2 olass in order to promote
Their first organization, the Patrans af E&ahandry, or
the Grange, had 1its boginning in 1866 whsn Praaidant Andrew
Jahnnan suthorized his Gﬁmmiaaianar af Agriaultnre ﬁ@ sana a
alerk from his burnau on a trip threugh the %@uthnrn statez
to secure information about agriculture. al;var nudsan
xsilej, a man born in Boston of a Yankee family, was sent.
After Kalley diaeeverad the practice of antiquaﬁaa agrarian
methods and the laak of aeeial epp@rtnnities existunt 1n the
South, he believeﬁ that a national suere% ar&er of rarmars
u@uld bingd farmers t@gether fer purpeaaa of aacial and in~
tellectual esdvencement. When he raturnad to Baatan, ha dis«
auased the plans wihh his aiaae, Garr&a anll, and she suc~
eeuarully argued that women ag well‘an men ahanld be ad* i
mitted m full membership. In 1867, Kelley interested
some of his asseaiatos in his scheme, and as a result, seven
mnn = @ne rrnit growor end slx gﬂvawamant elorka, 1acludimg
Kelley -~ became the founders of the Grange. These faundqra,
who lmaked for advantages to come to the f&rmmré through
intellectual aad»seei@l intercourse and not through political
action, had at each meeting a lecture aside from their pre-
scribed ritual, Kelley, despite the shortage of money ia

333\]61{, %. m" P g#‘
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the olub treasury, went ﬁws%, vigorously advertised his or«
ganizatien, and "in May, 1868, came the:firak«rruizs'af 2ll
this earreupandanea and advertisement «- the astablishmsnt
of u Grange at Newton, Towa."3% Golomel D. A. Rmbertaon |
thun asaisted in astablishing the firut permanent gmanga 1n
minneaeta and begen k@ advertise the order as arfewing a
means of prabaetien againut earparationa and app@rtunitiea
rer a@-@parative buying and nalliag

Enring ﬁhe rirst faar years of 1%3 axiskanea, the
Grange took rawt ehicrly in mianes@ta, Iowsa, %ﬂ@@@msin, Il*
11301&, and Indiama, and numareus 1adges were arganiz@d. At
tha 187& Grange a@aventiaa, the aims of the ﬂrganiaatian
ware finally mads clear:

" As to businesu, the Patrons doalayed ﬁhamselvaa'
enemies not of caplital but of the tyranny of
monopelies, not of raillroads tut of thelir high
freight tariffs and monopoly of transportation.

In politice , . . the Grange was not to be 2z polit-

iesl , . . argan&gation, ut its memberr were to

p&rfag% their political duties zs individual citi-

Zons - : - s
Hence, when the Grangers begen to speak of thelr task in
terms of business and political co-operation, they foumd
opposition, especially from business men, Anarwhaﬁ farmers
realigad thaet tusinesgs lnterests were appaaad.aa»thn~sramgqra,
they were oaaiiy convinced of the merits of the organization;

3“!91&., j: I 8. 351131&-; D 290
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about twenty thousand Grange lodges were, therefore, in ex-
1stence in 1874, the peak year of the movement.

One of ﬁh@imast beneficial accomplishments of the |
Grange was the passage in Illinols, w1aeaaain,\zawa, and
Minnesota of the Grange laws -~ laws which “wewofintand@&'
to establish uniform and reasonable rates for ﬁranSparbing
and warehousing grain and other products and to reguire ﬁha
publication of rate schedules,"36 In spite of the fact
that the raillrosds at first refused to obey these laws, in
1875 in the case of Munn vs, Illinois, the federal Supreme
Court upheld their constitutionslity and "the power of the
state to regulate the charges made by a common carrier,"37
The Grange is responsible rar the state r@gnlation of rail~
roads down to the presemt day.38

Another important beneflt of the Grange’waé the pro-
vision‘by some of its members of ocapital for farm co-opera-
tives, stores that th@krarmarakorganizaé.sa thétvthay‘cauld
get farm machinery and other supplies at the lowest possible
ceat. It is true that c@mpetitien from other mnrehwats
arﬁen fallawad in the path of these ao*Ogerakivos and "roge"
tham out and that farmers aaldam had the sp&rit to buy ab
the Grange stores 1if they feﬁndvbotﬁer prices elsewhere; |

36pogart, Eoonomic Jistory of the American People, p. 512.
37Inid. 38Buck, op. eit., p. 59.
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nevertheless, the co-operative creamerles snd eleva@aré in
several states saved fermers thousands of dollars durihg‘ 
the short periocd that they did function,39

- The Midwestern Grange, backed by the Rational Granga;‘
 a1s¢ attempted to manufecture farm implements. ﬂwangarmnm—
bers went about the country "buying patents for all sorts
of ferm implements, but not always making sure of the worth
of the machinery or the validity of the gmtanta."ga Conse~
quently this adventure zlsc falled,

The decline of the Grange movement was felt soon after
1874, end by 1880 there were only sbout four thousand lodges
left, BPuck attributes its fallure to its rapid growth in
the beginning, its sdmissien to membership of some people
who wanted to make a profit from the farmer rather than
from the f&rm, end ite fallure to control the profits of
the middlemen -- the buyers and the retailers.tl

Although the @range did not survive the teets and prob-
lems of its day, it was, Buck says, useful while it lasted
in the following ways: it effected a considerable saving
for the farmer through the regulation of railroad rates;
it caused farmers to realize that the menufacturers and re-
tailers had more complex affairs than they had ever imagined;

it caused maaufaatﬁrars and retallers to learn that the

39Ibid., p. 67. 401pid., p. 70. 411pi4., p. 60.



16

farmers were not entirely helpless and that it was better

to have their good will than to forece them into cempetition;

and it gave the farmers social and intellectual sﬁimulus,“a

The last benefit may be underestimated by anyone who has
never lived in the atmosphere that surrounded the farmers

of post-Civil-War days, Buck has desoribed the peried and
the role of the Grange as follows:

Especially in the West, where farms were ;
large, opportunities for social intercourss were
few, and weeks might pass without the farmer see~
ing any but his nearest neighbors, ¥For his wife
existence was even more drear, She went to the
market town less often than he and the routine

. of her life on the farm kept her close to the
- farmhouse and prevented visits even to her neigh~
bors' dwellings. The 4iffioulty of getting domes~
tic servante made the work of the farmer's wife
- extremely laborious; and at that time:there were
none of the modern convenlences which lighten work
such as power churns, cream separators, and wash-
ing machines. ZEven more than the hushband, the
. wife was likely to degenerate ianto a drudge with-
- out the hope -~ and eventually without the desire
- == of anything better, The church forwed, to be
sure, a means of social intercourse; but aceording
Yo prevailing religlous notimns 1y _
not the place por the Babbath the time for that
. healthy but unrestrained hilsrity which is essen~
- tial to the well-~being of man,
‘ ~Into lives thus circumscribed the Grange came
as a libveralising and uplifting influence. Ita
- admission of women into the order on the same
- terms as men made it a real community servant and
gave both women and wen & new sense of the dignity
Bf Wﬂw. * » & '
, Not onrly in Grange meetings, which came at
least once a month and of ten more frequently, but
- .2l80 in Grange plconics and festivals the farmers
and thelr wives and children came together for

the churchyard was

#azb‘iﬂa: Pp. T0-T72,
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~Joyous humsn intercourse. ., , . It was reported that

- in many communities the advent of the Grange cre-
ated & marked Iimprovement in the dress and m&nnars :

- of the members. Crabbed men came out of thelr

~ shells and grew genlal; disheartensd women became
cheerful; repressed children delighted in the
ehance tg play with other boye and girls er their

- OWn age.

'Gﬁange members, too, says Buck, did some works of chapi~
ty. They often helped sick brathars harvest their orops;
they rebullt hauaea ﬁestreyed by fire; they g&va donations
in times or dreught or plague, 44

Also, the Grange was responsible for the increase in
the number and cireulation of agricultural journals, for as
Grange papers were passed from hand to hand amd discusaed;
farmers acquired the habit of reading., If the Grange move-
ment, comments Buck, had done no other good, 1t would have
been wnrthvwhile.aB

Farmers did not in the 1870's, however, put all of
their orgenlzed strength into the Grange. They thought of
help that mighz come through increasing the amount of money
1n clrculation; the prices of their products might be in-
creased and the‘appreeiatian of thelr debts checked. The
demand for currency inflation did not, of course, originate
with the Weatern farmers; it had been popular in Ammr1ea in
times of depression, especlally, since colonial days. Now.

*31p1a., pp. 72-73. %41pid., p. T4.
¥51p1d., p. 75.
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in the 1870's, especially after the Panic of 1873, there was
a move abroad in Americs to inflate currency. Eha:iaﬁeyiag
men of the Esst were behind this;idéa bt n@t-as'atrangIY*~
as the farmere of the Middle West., In fact, the rawéws éf
agrerian discontent attained the status of a mational polit-
ical organization for the first time in the ara§ﬁbmk par-
t7,%6 which was begun ebout 1875 and which stood for direct
agauanao by the 5¢vernman% of legal paper tandaé; This
rarty never mauagea to make headway in any of the matienal
presidential elections, but several of 1ts members were
elected to Comgress. A temporary prosperity came to the
farmers about 1880, and after this tiﬁ@ the Greenbackers,
says Buck, rapidly‘diaintegratad.“7 The g@uéral habit of‘
voting for the Republicans or the Democrats =- a habit es-
tablished by the Civil War and by Reconsiruction -- was evi~
dently too strong to be lightly broken, Hence the Green-
back movement, like the (ranger movement, failed to solve
the problem of agricultural depression; 1t,’taa,’paasad |
away. But “the greater farmers' movement of whieh both
were a part went on, "+8

The farmers' desire to present a united front to their
enemies and to work for the eradication of thair‘aociai, eco-
nemic, and political 1llg did not dle out with the ﬁecline

461p14., p. 7T, $T1v1d., p. 95.
481@1@., p. 98,
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of the Grangers and the Greenbackers. Farmers, on the other
hand, wizhed to organize agsin and to avoid their first mis«
takes, Their next movement, unlike their others, though;
was not deliberately plamned: it sprang from their naeda.“g
As ®arly ae 1874 or '75, a local farmers' ¢lub was organized
in Lampagas County, Texas, for mutual protection against
horse thleves, Alliamces for other protective reascons then
apread through the Southern states, and shortly before 1880
the Northwestern Alllsnce started, its comstitution dsclar~
lng that its objects were to unite the farmers of the United
States for thelr protectlion against comcentrated capital,
to oppose candidates not in sympathy with the farmers' in-
terests, and to ab#ain equal taxation of all property, 1&5
cluding the deductlon of the amount of mortgages from as~
sessments of mortgaged property,>C

This alliance established co-operative creameries and
grain elevators in the Northwest, but its main activity wes
in the flsld of polities, It sought "'to correat the eviils
of misgovernment tirough the ballot-box,'"S1 and its local
branches were urged as a unit to éeta against eny candidates
who were not pledged to the platform of the organization.
Among other issues, it favored the free coimage of silver,
the issuance of "'all paper momey direct to the people,!"S2

%91p1d., p. 108, 501bid., p. 118.
5l1ptd., p. 120, 521p1d., p. 121,
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 and the government ownerszhip and operation of one or more
trauscontinentel railrosd lines.

- In 1889 and 1890 en attempt was mads to unite the Nerth-
western and Southern allisnces, but this union was not made
because of differences in politieal rolicies and becauss of
a survival of sectional feeling.”3 At the end of 1890 the
Bouthern organization was dizbanded, and, although the
Northwestern one continued for a few years, the force of
these alliznces was spent, There hed come 2 shift "from
soclal to political orgenizations ~- from Alliances to
?apuliam.“5#

As the decade of the sighties had rogressesd and the
unrest of the agricultural cless had become greater, there
had slowly begun to develop the feeling of the necessity
for a new political perty to remedy the 1lls of the farmer.
Reform continued, however, chiefly through the medium of
the alliances until the Populiste or People's party wag orw=
genized in Omeha, Netrasks, in July, 1892, fThe platfarm of
‘this party included approximstely the sams planks that the
alliances had been built upons; government ownership and
control of railroads, telegraphs, and telephoWes; opposition
ﬁc alien ovmarshin of land; demand for corporations to re-
turn land held in excess of their sctual needs; incrsase in

the amount of momey in circulation; and governmental farm

531bid, 541bid., p. 12k,
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loans with reasonable interest. Obtaining twenty~two elec~
toral votes in 1892, the Populists met with ﬁaupar&ry’aﬁew
cess, but by 1896 they, too, began to disintegrate,

Other agricultural groups of consequence did not form,
and on the whole farmers' organizations appear not to have
succeeded or emdured, but they, nevertheless, observes Buck,
were efforts toward progress in the fields of social poli-
tice and sooial justice,®5 They were the voice of the in-
evitable protest that came from the sgrarien elass in its
determination to better its lot durimg the rapid growth and
painful readjustment that charascterized the United States
during the last half of the nineteenth century -- a time
when there was "nothing ., ., , to bring the great outside
world to the doorstep of the farmer"56 and mothing to take
the farmer's problems to the attention of Congress or the
publie,

With the coming of the middle nineties, imperialism
instead of eeomenia and domestic reform became the issue of
the day, and attention was turmed toward the Spanish-Ameri~
cen and Philippine wars, tﬁa aiaavvery of new gold fields,
the inflation of the dollar, and the welfare of industrial-
ists. One author, in fact, says that

2S1pig., p. 200,

56}!&@1:@ and Kendrlck, op, eit., p. 182.
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the middle nineties, whother considered from the .
viewpoint of factual history, or that of the laad~ i
erghip of public opinion, or that of belles-le
were a time when certain rful forces, whie
had eoma to focus withis the two preceding decades,
were rapidly disintagyating. The culture of ante-
bellum, agrarian Americaz , . . had lived its sctive
life and was ready for whatever doubtful im??rtality
might bring %0 an influence and & heritage.

The Midwestern farming region, nevertheless, possessed
in the history of its settlement and in the nature of ith
economic, political, and scsial 1ife a unity, interdepend-
ence, and consequently a local color that have permitted
its picturesque portrayal by literary artists, chief of whom
is Bamlin Garland,

Garland, "the first dirt farmer in American literature,“ﬁe
was born near West Salem, Wisconsin, on September 16, 1860,
By the time he was seven, he had regular dutles, one of which
was helping his sister Harriet carry "stwitchel" to the men
in the ha\;} fields; et eight he was gulding the lead horse on
the McCormiok reaper., The haying season in the Wisconsin
coulee was #at,.hawaver, without its delights for him, for
later he recalled the clusters of strawberries tossed up by
the scythes of the men and the atmosphere of festivity around
the feast board when the neighbors came to help with thresh-
ing snd haying. The "unremitting severity"S% of plowing

5Tw. r. Teylor, The Ecomomic Novel im America, p. 175.
587, T. Flanagan, America Is West, p. 265.
59Hamlin Garlend, A Som of the Middle Border, p. 42.
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among stumps and luring tal@s‘of a rich wheat coumtry to
the west finally brought dissatisfaction to hiw‘f&the&,'; |
Richard Garland, and in 1869 the famlly moved wQ~Hbapar, '
Iowa; in 1870 they moved on %o miﬁcheli aaunty,lawa, and
settled on 2 quar&ér aaction @f‘land gaar the town df'@éage.
The succeeding ten years were impressive for young Hamlin:
he trudged weary miles vehind the plow and the harrow; at-
tended the community school; wore cheap and 1ll-fitting
clothes; obaewveﬂ the landscape, tﬁa notes of birds, the
play of animals; dug postholes, built fences, stacked grain,
and husked corm; read during his leisure the magical print
of a few books and farm journals; milked cows that stood
in orowded malodorous stalls; planted corn and herded cst-:
tle; saw "waves of dusk and green and gold cirecle across
the ripening barley";ﬁﬂ attended Qrange pienics end county
fairs; and heard the "steady alang"él of cowbells and the
"shrill, myriad-volced choir of leaping inseots, "62

In 1879 Garland's father permitted him to leave the la-
bor of the harvest temporarily to attend the Cedar Valley
Seminary at Osage, and while young Garland spent two years
of carefree life at the Semimary, crop fallures ’"profoundly
affected the county, producing a feeling of unrest and bite
terness in the rarnara.”63 These fallures, which were brought

621p14, 631pid., p. 228,
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about by the df%truatlv& onslaughts of chinch bugs, added
to the dlsappointment that had alresady come as a regult of
low prices, and conasquentiy Richard Garland mold his share
in the Grange elevator hes had been helping opewata‘faﬁ the
iast five years. 'The Garlands then, together with other
whest rsisereg, jolned the march westward. They staked thelr
claim to land in Brown County, Bouth Dakota, nesr the town
of Ordway, but Hamlin soon left them and for the next two
years went tremping in Wisconsin, Illinois, and even the New
England states. When he returned to the Border in the spring
of 1883 to find himself "in the midst of a jocund rush of
1amd~aeakera,“6“,h$ deplored the advance of the plow accom~
panisd by the destruction of wild life, but, nevertheless,
he staked his own claim to a quarter section of land near
Ordway, and during the year that followed he sew hot dry
winds bake the grass, women complain of lomeliness, and
stervation lurk at the doors of the settlers. He viewed, in
fact, the same situation that Turner describes when he says:
Decelved by rainy seasons and the prallroad ad-
vertisemonts, and recklessly optimistic, hosts of
- setilers poured out into the plains beyond the re~
gion of sufficient rainfall for suecessful agrioul-
ture without irrigation. Dry seasons starved them
back; but a repetition of good rainfalls agaln
aroused the determination to ococupy the western
plaine, Boom towns flourished like prairie weeds;
« + ¢« Parmers . , , mortgaged their possessions,

« + « The wave of settlement dashed 1tself ég vain
against the conditions of the Great Plains.

6%7p1d., p. 301. | |
65¢, J. Turner, The Freontier in American History, p. 301.
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During the winter months of '83 @Garland happened to
read a copy of Henry Gearge'e'zggggggg_ggg}ggggggx.‘ Bofore
this time be had never read a book that questioned the fair-

" ness of our land system, and he had never doubted that the
makers of our constitution had great wisdom, But now he
sgreed with George: unrestricted individual ownership of
the earth should be champloned and poverty abated.

At the same time, too, his inborm hunger for beauty,
learning, and leisure was spurring him; his instincts, thinks
Van Doren, were c¢lashing with those of his migratory f'ather;‘56
clvilization was luring him. And one Sunday afternoon in
the summer of 1884 came his call. He ‘
gitting in their Ordway howe

and bis parents were

when 2 Methodist minister named
Beshford came to chat with them and, without knowing it, to
persuade young Garland to take letters of introduction to
Boston University.07 Soon thereafter Hamlin sold his land
¢laim for less than two hupdred dollars, and in October he
get out for Bosbon with "ludierously vague"ﬁa'plana wt an
enthusiestic heart. He was on his way to becoms a literary
artist but not tcﬁxorget the Middle West,

j+ 39. ‘

67£amzin ﬁariand, Roadside Meetings, p. 1.
681pi4., p. 3.




CHAPTER II

CARLAND AND THE DEVELOPMENT F
HIS THECRY OF REALISM

‘In'Beston; Garland soon found that his letters of in-
troduction arcused no iatereﬁt in him, but be was not to
turn back, Yo réntea a ”aunlna#, narrow hall bedroom"d
near the publie 11bwary, arraagad to live meagerly on five
dollars a week, and during the winter of 188&01885 apanz
eight t@ faurkaan‘h@ura daily'in reading. ‘aftea, too, he
attendedkfrae lectures, but the tailawimg spriag‘ha was
about to give up his n%uéy and tura to ahinsling for sub~
siztence when one of his n&n aaquaiatanaaa, Professor Mbaaa
True Brows, px‘maipal of th& Boston School of Orstory, in-
vited him to atay and gonduct a claaa 1& Ammrieaa litera~
ture. aarland'a success was auaureé, for his meeting wiﬁh
Bwaun then led to his aequainunmaa with & Rvn¢ Paynan, a de-
vet&d atuﬁent who attended his 1eaﬁuren and who invited him
to maka a series of talks in her homa‘ There he in turn
formed other valuable friendshipsz he mot Charles Hurd,
literary edlitor of the Baaton,zgggggggggj through Hurd he
met Clement, ediﬁef~in~ah1afvar the :5ﬂ o
Clement he received a letter of introduction to William Dean

18 Q 13 and from

 lgamlin Earlénd, Roadside Neetimgs, p. 8.
26
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Howells, the leading realist of the time,

Actually he 4id not meet Howells umtil about two years
later, but many of his experienses in those intervening
months developed his nhilesophy and riehly prepared him for
the time when he was to meet the chief contemporary flgure
in Americsn literature. At Mrs. Payson's, for instance, he
met John Bnneking, a2 landscape painter, and became inter-
ested in the confliet over the drab pictures of the old
"bitumen sehael“»and the briliisntly-hued work of the young
inpressionists, Enneking, not believing that either school
was an accurate portrayer of life, took g midway position,
and Garland beliesved him to be the soundest artist that he
met.© As » resuvlt of reading Fugene Véron's gathﬁtiﬁs‘amd
Max Nordau's Convemtion:
as the name for his theory of realism in American fiction.>

Iies, Garland adapted "Veritism®

with Pdager Chamberlin, another friend whom he met Ehraugh
Rurd, he attended a performance of Nenrik Ibsen's drama
"phe Toll's House" and was converted to Ibsenlsm with its
gtrong revelation of meturalness and trath.® He read Her-
bert Svercer snd joined in the belief that the evolutionary
process extends to human society and that the suyccess of
the future, therefore, is rooted in the realities of the

prasent;5 Walt Whitman's Yistas helped him

ppocralb .}

QM!P pp. 30-31. 31btd., p. 32.
ELZM;, D. 65, 5’5’&7‘19@’ op. ﬁ&" p. 151,
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- percelve, too, that true writing about life in one province
is essential to good understanding in snother,® and s visis
with Whitman strengthened his bellef in the common 3&@,7  |
~ Onan sutumn day im the late eightles, fia&lly,vﬁftér;
Garland had reviewed Howells' The Minister's Charge for the
Boston Transcript and been kindled to a passion for realism
by other of Howells' writings, he took Clement's letter of

introduction and went to near-by Auburndale to meet Howells,
to stand awed in his presence, and to tell him of his theory
that "'American literature, in order to be great, must be

national, and in order to be national, must deal with condi-
tions peculisr te our own land and climate,'"d Too, he as-
serted, "!'Every gemuinely American writer must deal with i
the life he kmows best and for which he cares the most, "9 i
Yowells complimented the young professor on the csfowezal;a,tzit"ta{}s\w‘w
of local-color groups he hed made in his lectures snd essays
and encouraged him %o continue a valuable wark.-.lnapired

and confident as never before, Gerland thus began z close

and profitable friendship with the leading realist of the day.
in ﬁae%iag‘ﬁbweilejhg had in a lsrge measure found himeelfl,

and though the two mem did not agree on theories of economics,

6gamlin Gerland, Roadside Meeting

TIbid., p. 137.

Gpanlin Garland, A Son of the Middle Border, v. 387.
91bid.
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both felt that the place of the common man in society must
be elevated before scclety itself could progresas. Howells
believed that the elevation could come moat easily through
socialistic reform;'ﬂariand, who meanwhlle had become stead-
fastly devoted to Henry Gaarge,,waé ecertain that "land
moncpoly was the fundamental cause of poverty and must be
destroyed first of all, "0 later, in reference to their
meeting, waellavgaid:

He was a realist to the point of idealism, and
he was perhaps none the less, but much the more,

- realist because he had not yet had time to show
his faith by his works. . . . There were as yet
only a few years between him and the Wisconsin
farm which graw him as genulnely as if he had been
2 product of its soil. He was as poor ss he was
young, but he was so rich in purposes of high eco-

-pomic and soclzl lmport that he did not know he
was poor. . . . As to his present, he was guch an
ardent bellever in Nenry George's plan for abolish-
ing poverty that wilth hils heart apd hopes fixed on
& glorious morrow for all men he took no thought
of his owa narrow day.

- He seems at that time to have gone sbout
presching Georgism equally with veritis? in the
szme generous self-forgetfulmess, , . ,il

And so it was that since Garland had read Progress and
Poverty in the winter of 1883, he had mede Jeorge's theory
8 part of his own, In the decade of the eighties, George

moved across the continent with an arpgument and 2 program

for new battles sgainst privilege. In the autumn of 1887,

10Hemlin Garland, Rosdside Meebings, p. 64.

1ly, p, Howells, "Mr. Gerland's Books," The North
American Review, CXOVI (Cctober, 1912), 523-52%,
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Garland heard him spesk in old Faneull Hall, Boston, and
1f he was not already a disciple, he indeed went away from
George that day swayed by "his altruism, his sincere pity
and his hatred of injustice.”l2 He thereafter joined the
"Anti-Poverty Society," an organization of George's follow-
ers, and spoke before several audiences in behalf of the
plan for 2 aingle land tax. He did not forsake his litera~
ture classes or his writing to take part in the economic
battle, but he 4id give much of hig time to (George's plan,
for he wanted every writer not tied to the past but free
to deal with the present. He himself sald:

"« « « this i why I am dﬁ&p in the great land re-

form called the single bax, I belleve 1t will

free art as well as labor ~- for freelng labor wlll

froe aver{thing. I love the causs of labor because

of the value of freedom to the laborer, but I love

and fight for this freedom because it 1z the whole

battle that frees art, literature, and science,_ _In

the fate of the wage earner is the fate of all.l3
Garland thus belleved that if the standard of art in America
were to be raised the standard of living must be raised
firvst, for, he reasoned, tired, hungry men care 1ittle for
besuty. According to Georg@, all the wealth of the world
was divided among wages, capital, and land, Qapital, con~

trary to the beliéf of many, was not the wealth of greed

12Hamlin Garlsnd, A Son of the Middle Border, p. 379.

13"sp% and the Single Tax," The Review %'g%viwg, IX
(rFebruary, 189%), 21%. Reference is made £o Garlend's ar-~
ticle "the Land Question and Its Relation to Art and Litera-
ture," which appearsd in the Arenmas in Japuary, 18%%.
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but merely & source of assistance to production and hence
to wages. fThe three fefié of wealth, he helieved, weré
evenly divided in a new country in which a few men had not
gained a monopoly of land, but as a reglion beceme settled
and land owners gained power, less and less wealth was left
for wage earners and for capitel. George therefore suggested
that 1f a single high tax were placed on land, ﬁhe power of
a few owners to control wealth wnuld be undammined, a Just
amﬂunt’@r maney would be left for lavor and eapitai, and the
standard of living would be raised. Under hia,plan @Garland
saw that the laborer would have no tax upon his industry or
upon any improvements that he placed on his land, his reason-
able wants would be satlisfled, his desmire for overproduc-
tion would be withdrawn, and his bhuoyency, hope, and appre~
cliation would consequently turn him to art and 1iterature,i¥
In the summer of 1887, Garland had visited his parents
in 8outh Dakotza, and though 1t 1s not poasible chronologically
to label his conceptlon of realism, it is fairly accurate to
say that i1t was during this trip west that his ideas began to
take form, his philoesophy to orystallize, and his pen to re-
cord realism with a vengeance. In Chicago on his way west,
he stopped to meet Joseph Kilrkland, author of Zury, a Western
novel that ho,h&ﬁ recently reviewed for the Transeript, and

1&2 .
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Kirkland, knowing of some local-~color articles that Garland
had written for the Rew lmerica gine, challenged him
with the statement thet Iowa had no writer but him (Garland)

and with the question, "'Why shouldn't our prairie country
have i%s novelists ss well as England or France or Nerway?'"™l5
The question rang in Gerland's mind, end he recalled that by
the time he reached home, his "mind was in a tumult of read-
ja;tM@at.“lﬁ Bays Taylor in reference to that trip;

- Garlend'as experiences on the remainder of that
wnsﬁward ourney were the final factor which preci-

- pitated his stories of the Middle Border. Day after
day, abua ing the land, he brooded over the con-

- trasts between the prodigael beauty of Nature and the
gracelessness of human life, For the rirst time,
. he aauld observe the Western favrmer not only with
the sympathetic understanding of & native, btut also
- with ha perspective of an Essterner. Ths poverty
- of isrﬁa numbers of the people, the sordidness of
~their lives, the ugliness of their homes, the at-
trition of the besuty and the freshness of youth, ,

“the hopeless treadmill of toil walked by the average
farmer, and the futility of the life led by the av-

- erage farm woman -- all this he observed as if for
the first time, Moreover, the decline of his own
mother, who was beginning te treak after a lifetime
of toil, gave the depressing ploture 2 final touch
of poignaney. Always intensely susceptible to the

most personsl motives, Garland responded with a pro-
found, smouldering indignation, with a determination
to portray in fiction these stern and even repellent

'iaakagslghiah the more 1dyllie storytellers had neg-

aata .

15gam1in Garland, Roa
161p1d., p. 113.

17payior vs Do 158. Reference is made to Hame
1in Garlam'a'fgg";% tne Middis Border, pp. 356-358.
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Even before Garland returned to Beston in the fall of
1887, therefore, he began his writing, end once he was baok
in the. eity he, undisturved and still supported by his
teaching salary, "sat down in an independence that he later
looked back to with envy, to render his materials into fio~
tion with the finest art he could command, uninflusnced by
the needs of the literary market or the demends of any edi-
taw,”la, Iuring the next two or three years him literary ef-
forte to 1meerparata his s@eiml@gy’intm hia aastha%ias in
order to furthar the cause er juatiae wure prolific, as~
pecially in the field of the short story. Further cryat:al-
lization of hia ideas about writimg aaanvyaﬁ.taa, and latar
he recorded ‘Bham :Lﬁ h.ia W E...?lﬁw a serles of essays
puhliﬁhﬁd in 189% ﬁ»walla eritieiz&a aarlaa&’a early
works because, he aaid, they wnra written mar@ to rararm
than to exemplify, but perhaps this eriticisn wuuld have
appliea to any writer fired as aarlamd was with & aaal for
maial jnsuwa. aarlam, mvarthalwa, bauavéd in éeﬁmta
9urpaaua rm» arﬁista, 2nd before further atuéy ia mada ef
his wnrk, it will be halpful to sxamine vkuuhL””

: In theaa twelva epsays dealing with literature, drama,

and art. zealous y@mng @arland recited his oreed to whoever
would listen, In hia preface he gives the keymate to his
evaluation of the present when he says;

181p1d., p. 159,



34

Youth should study the past, not to get away
© to amticipate tho Puture. I believe in the mighty
':gégg?aingéggﬁténd;wggégﬁg:ogzdﬁgg iigiﬁ%;tuzi gg:a
than the saints and heroes of other aanturiaa.19
Aa hﬁ pwaaaeda thaaee to grv« auggastiana abaut art in tha
Amariaa of his day, ha raminas us that bafera ﬁha eivil war,
our naﬁian had hraknn away from mmglana in gavarmmmnﬁ and
p@lities, but native utteranaa ia arfaxrn of art "had bean
overawed and silenced by aaamxs.e English juamma."% The
ﬁivil War, ha beli&vau, was "am iwmaana factor 1n buildiag
up freedon from elﬁ*w@rld madels, and in ﬁevaluping nativa
11terature, "21 but while this emancipation was taking pmw,
there came, he atatea, to tha Eastern cities “ﬁha apirit of
2 eantral aaaé@my that was to ataad in pwaeiseiy the sam&
ralatien ta the interior of Ammriea that zondaa fevmerly
oaaupiea wiﬁh regard to the whela aountry e
ﬂ Ia the wnst, the pravinaa in which he was espaaially
1ntwresﬁaﬁ, hn p@ints out that tha u@mventianai litaravmra
prim»d by the Bast was most widely dineusseéu "he heaks |
1t [ tha West] reaﬁa, e says, "the piétm'w 1% ‘tmys, are
naarly 211 of the conventional sort, or, worse ymt, 1mita~

tions of the canvaati@aal.“gS The great bady~ar sahoelwhmaa

| 19ﬁea¢rd1ng to E&mlin Garland in his prefaee to g B~
bling Idols, p. viii, :

20pamiin Garland, Crumbling Idols, p. 5. g;éhéﬁ'
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Westerners were "taught ta belleve that Shakespeare anﬂed
the drama, that 8eott . . . ¢1oeed the novel, that tbe Emg«
lish 1anguaga iz the greatest 1n the world, and that allv
other 1iteratures are curious, but mot st all to be ranked
in pw&r and nmmmy with the Englizh nm-amm.’@‘* Yot
for forty years, he points out, en infinite drema had baem W

"going on in those wide spaces of the West,"®5 and a life
certainly colarrﬁl‘ensugh to embody in writing'haﬁ been
ev&lviag from "the mixture of raeen; the comiﬁg in of the -
@mrman, the acandinavian; the markeé yet aabﬁlm ahangaa in
their aharaeter; v+ ¢« bhe buil&ias ar raiireads, with 311
their triekary and ralae promisen and wmrnhlaua-bandm, tha'
r1s¢4er'miiliannairaé~ the deepenting of aaaial éénﬁra#ta‘“ﬂé
Tha wuat, hnwavar, had remeined "undelinested in the neval,
the drama, and the poem"27 beaausa of Iaek‘ar 2 market and
laek of par@aptian. This lack af perception, he balievaa,
was due ta hard work that had "oalloused the peraeiving
miﬁd”zﬂ of Westerners and to ins tructors amﬁ eritica who had
rapramsad young minds by‘taaehing them to imitate rather than
to ereata.ag | |

" He leakaa rarward to the timw wﬁen ﬁhe v%ritiat, whase

281pt4., p. 27, 297014,
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theory was "a aﬂah&mént of his passion for truth and for
individual axprauaion,"39 uwula,raearﬁ in writing the 11:&
of each section of America, for, he observes, "the sun of
truth strikes each part of the earth at a little dirfaéﬁﬁk
angle; [and] 1t is this angle which gives life and infiﬁ}te
variety to literature,"3l Some wﬁa%arn artists, however,
w&we_ntill'nriﬁiag blank-verse tragedies artha‘xiaﬁie«ﬁgas
and "had not risen to the perception of the significant and
beautiful in their own anviranmam&Q“Ba These writers should
have been moved by something higher than money or hope of
pralse; they needed, Garland believes, to have 2 sleepless
love 1n thair bhearts urging them to reareata in hhe&mage the
1ire they knew and loved.33 1In faot, every novelist that
Garland knew who had risen dlstinctively out of the maaakar
sﬁary writers in America had represented "some special 1@@&1
lifé or some spsoial sosial phase, 3% nad been a creator
rather than an imitator, ) | ,

~ Many literary artists of the past -- of tha age of Pope,
for instance ~- were unaware, though, of the value'qf‘craativpm
ness, for they lived im "blessed ignorance of the future,"35
Gradually somehow a few great minds eaughtkglimpaas of a )
changing future and cessed to worship the p&at.36 Spencer

301p1d., p. 21. 311pid., p. 22.  32Ibid., p..26.
SBMH pp. 26-27. 34%-: p. 33.
351pid., pp. 39-42. 361pid., p. 42.
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-and Parwin brought "the splendid light of the devalapmﬁaﬁ
theory,"37 and the study of evolution made "the present the
most oritlcal and self-analytical of 21l ages kmown o e
[and] liverated the thought of the individual as mever be~
f@ra.”38‘ The novel, which ﬁaa-thﬁ chief fiati@ﬁal medium
of expressing the newly liberated thought,3° ceme then, ac-
cording to Garland, "to deal more and more with men and 1&33
with abstractions, 0 for after fictionists visualized a
mors beautiful and peaceful social and literary life, they
w@re “"encouraged to deal truthfnliy and at slgse.grappla”
with the facts of the immediate present.'l In other words,
Garland says that the best fictienist, the reallist or veri-
tist, SR . .

is rgally‘én‘optimist, a dreamer, He éaas 1life in

terms of what 1t might be, as well as in terus of

what it 1ag_bu%‘hawwritga of uhat.ip, an@,-g% his

best, suggests what is to be, by contrast.t
Garland thue angouraged‘wfiting that veflects the pg@sané:m“}
anﬁiaipsﬁea the future, and contains only the essentlal dif- E
ferQnao‘or loeal color -- "that quality of texture and  i
backwgrﬁuﬁd“ th&t indlcates it sould not have been writtamv 2
iﬁ'ahy other place or by sny one else thama.nétive."43 And |

‘he believed that in time the novel, the most promising of

37rvia. 361pid., p. 43.
39Ibia., p. 44, A01p14., p. 49,

411psd., p. 51. b21p1a., p. 52,
431p1d., p. 64, | T
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all present literary attampta,&“ would "delineate @hariati#
mate 1ife and speech of every section of our epormous and
widely scattered republic . . . ," would "catoh and fix in
charcoal the changing, assimilating races,” and would "re-
deem American literature , . . from its c@nvantiaﬁal and
highly wrought romenticism, "5

He also believed that American drama end painting would
eventually join the novel in this delinestion of present
local conditions, Drama, "from the earliest time of its
entry into the colonles, . ., . intensified and carried to
the farthest absurdity the principle of dependence upon
other times and countries for mﬁels,ﬁﬁ apd while the novel
tended to grow "steadlly more truthful and wholesome, the
drama, with several notable exceptions, . . . kept the low
level of lmitative English sensationallsm and starilé French
sexualism. "7 fThe "tyranny of the classic" held forth in
painting until the late elghties, ut finally impressionism
hélpéd transform painting, and veritism began to sct upon
the‘d?Qma, ; | | )

Hearik Ibsen, the great Norwegian poet smd dramatist,

became the‘realisﬁi@ leader 1n'§he drama of ter h&s.playu deal-
ing impressively with the actualities of his land and time

were shown, and Americs, tending alresdy in literature toward

H1via., p. 69. 451p1d., p. T1.
&6213.22@" p‘ 83‘ &71131&-, pn 860
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& war on convenbtionallem, was greatly influenced by him

and his effort to put truth on the stage, Qarland, of‘
course, wae grateful for Ibsen's loyalty to facts and for

his influence on American thought, but he advised that Ameri-
ca not let his plays be models, for she always has drama of
her own, rich 1n local color and ready to be depicted.

At the Chicago Exposition of 1893 "every competent ob-
server who passged through the art psalace . . . was probably
made aware of the immense growth of impressionistic or open-
alr painting,” seys Garlend, for in most of the palntings
there was "the prevalence of blue or purple shadews, and
« + . the abundance of dazzling sun-light effects, ™8 Im-
pressgionlsm had begun among the Prench and Spanish in an
effort to truly represent the Impression that colors in na-
ture make upon the eye. Painters in this scheol, aware that
light and shadows are comstantly changing effects in nature,
believed that there was always something different for them
to eketch, and hence Gerlend saw them as artists who dealt
with the present as well as the 19@&1.§9 %hair work did not
embody sunlight and ahadaws*%gfhb saw them, and they, unplike
Eanaking; did not paint native aaen@s,5ﬁ'bu§ their efforts
to paint their own comceptions were, nevertheless, valuable

to him, for he says:




4o

let the critie who thinks thils a vogue or fad,
this ifmpressiomistic view of nature, beware. It i
a discovery, born of clearer vision snd more care-
ful studz# -- g perception which was denled the
early painters, precisely ae the force we call
elecbﬁiaiﬁy was an ungovernable power a genaration
820,50 .

Thus, believing wholeheartedly in the frnitien~nffah
American »rt, a literature in particular, that would grow
as naturally out of America as corn grows out of soil, Gar-
land in the last chapters of Crumbling JId

lg prophesied thet
it would be hard fer New York to maeintain supremacy as the
center of art and llterature, that the rise of Chicago and
other cities 21l over the nation as literary centers was
only a question of time, that the literature of the great
interior spaces of the country would be a literature, not of
books and 1dols, but of life, and that material for literary
publications would eventually be chozen by Western and
Southern editors as well as by Rastern masters, He con-
cluded on 2 high plane of conguest, for he states that "old
idolz are crumbling In literature and painting s&s In re-
ligion,"52 and "there iz coming in this land the mightlest
agesertion Iin art of the righte of man and the glory of the
physical uhiverse avér,made<in the world, "33 _

In 1930, almost forty years after the completion of
Crumbling Iddls, Garland, who had become somewhat conservative,

511pid., p. 140, 521bid., p. 187.
531p1d., p. 189.



)

wrote that %ﬁi& publication containing much of his argument
for veritism had, happily, been fargatﬁua.54 He, no legggr
a youth eager %o break "from the grim hand of the pusu,“55
had become sn oppressor in his own right, but still he
wis proud of his work, for he said, "As I take up this small
volume after thirty-six years have wrought their changes in
me a8 well as 1ﬁ the world I inhabit, I finﬂ‘iﬁ logical for
the most pert smd singularly prophetic,”6 He further ad-
mitted that "the book raised an acrid dust of aantravaréy,
and drew the fire of the classieists (for the moment) from
Howells," but it won for him "the support of certain un-
desirable radisals who confused freedom with license and
forced” him to repeat his "articles of faith,"57

Garland, as early as 1905, a year when Henry James
visited in America and lectured in Chicsgo, began to depart
umbling Idols, for he admitted
then that the West was lacking in a richness that could be
supplied only through contact with the pest, Jemes, he
sald,

from the raﬂiaaiism of Or

had not expected to find painters end sculptors in
Chicago, but when they were presented to him he
did his kindliest to believe in them. To him we

543&&113 Garland, Roadside Meebtings, p. 256,
SSHamlin Gerlend, Crumbling Idols, p. 191,
56namlin Garland, Roadside Meetings, pp. 257-258.
5Tivia., p. 266.
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wers a11>w@rzhy folk, rude pioneers on the border
of the artistic and literary New World, workers to
‘be encouraged and rewarded. . AT

Arter James left Chicago, Garlsnd, in discussion with the
&uthe?’ﬁbnry Puller, said;

- © It a1l comes back to Herbert Spencer's concept.
Culture la the possession of comparative ldeas,
What we lack is a standard by which to measure our~
selves, You and I get something of it by reading
-and by visits to the 0ld World, but most of our
fellow citigens know only Chicago and the small
towns from which they came, Our successful artists
and writers are only a little more cosmopolitan.
Henry Jsmes has done us good. He has led some of
ue to reconstruct our estimete of American art,
At preszent Chleago is flimsy and ¢rude and blood-
lessly derivative. Some day we may develop into a
~ literary center, We can't loglcally claim to have
Garland, as he grew older, lost some ér his passion
for truth, too, because certaln factors were destined to in-
fluence him. An umnamed reviewer of Roadside g&gggggg;who
wrote in American ﬁgtgraﬁurg in the early 1930's slearly
expresses the change that enveloped Garland as he said:
o Garland was simply one more viotim of the
Awerican curse, gentility. Obscurely he knew that
gentility 1s not a value but a convention. Ne could
not escape it, however, nor could he escape that
cther trap eternally set for the American wrifer:
money., . . garland got it to bhls detriment.

And 1in Roadside Mestings Garland himself confesses his fault

58pamlin Gerlend, Gompanions on the Trail, p. 261.
59‘, P 263.

. 60smerican Litersture, III (March, 1931-January, 1932),
226, |
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in his discussion of magagimes of the nineties. Referring
to Richard Gilder's and Henry Alden's mnsazineﬁ‘ar aristocs
racy and to Bdward Bok's and Sam MeClure's popular journals
designed for the millions, he says: '
As a lover of literature I leaned t@ the side

of (Gilder and Alden, but I sold moest of stories

to Bok and MeClure, , . . I had the wish to be =

kind of social histarian and in the end fell, in-

evitably, between two stools, I falled as a rg

porter, and only half sucoeeded as a movelist. 1
ﬂarland'a peraanaliﬁy was thus apli# somewhat, and “his
best work wan not é@na Ve s wh&n he wae at the hﬁighﬁ of
his aaraer, but in tho beginning uhen he was #n eutsidar
and at the end whua he thought over his younger days and his
family histary‘"aa

Eia tha@ry er realiam was, nevertheless, kmenly devel~
oped by the end of the 1880's, and if there was doubt that
he waz influenced by Howells in its dav@lepmant, one should
read Howells' Gy |

the yuar bsrara Qrumb;

fail ta ana ﬁhe aecard of th@ twa aushors 1n thn&r apiniana
of raalia&. Howells did not, like his ai»eipia, call Shake~
apaara & erumbliag idol" or avarlaak the valna af univer«
aality, bu& he 4id sdvise artists to hold thelr aers close

ﬁlﬁagliufﬂaélahd; Roadside gggg%ggag PD. 34a¥343,

] 62 pmepioan Literature, III (March, 1931-January, 1932),
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to Nature's lipe and catch her very sccents insﬂead of ‘eopy~
ing each ether.63 He strongly maintained that goeé art was
never anything but ‘the reflection of 11re®" and that Ameri~
c¢ans who wrote about the condition of & neighborhood or a
class had dune somethlng ﬁh&t could nmt in any baa aanae be
called narrow, for th&y h&ﬁ mnraly uraathed vartiaally ine
stead ar 1atara11y.55 - |

Aatu&lly, th@n, aarland, aftar ausimilatiag the putant
influanea of his masters, ahief @f wham were ﬁuwalls and
ﬁa@vga, embarked in 1887 upon a yeriad of realiatie writing
with a niawesﬁarn farming eaunzry 1n hia baakgraund, & ﬁheary
of realiam in his mind, 2 mission for aaeiai juuﬁiee in hia
heart, amd tha saiary of a praraase» in hia paakat. What |
appliaaﬁian of hia thaﬁwy was he to makm? w%at auaaeas was

ha ta ana@uater?

63, D, Howells, Critlotex and Plstien, p. 1.
S*ma., p. 3. 651u4d., p. Loz



CHAPTER III
GARLAND ARD HIS SHORT STORIES

Three volumes, Main Travelled Roads, published in 1891,
Prairie Folks, 1892, and Wayside Courtships, 1897, contain
most of Garlond's stories. In 1?16,;gga§gie'§g;§g anﬁ ﬁ@mr.
side Courtships were combined "with same.ﬁﬁdiaiaua.@mis*-
sions™ and two additions as guggg;gmggﬁ;ggavg;geg Roads , ali
the stories in the latter book bamg:uammad.'mwg the )

. . 3
period of 1887 to 1890, the time perheps whem Garlsnd was |

-
Y

at the height of his enthusiasm over realism and certainly
over reform. Desplte the dates of composition, though,
there ars stories in each volume that ¢learly illustrate
the author's theory of realisnm, #ﬁd among all of these nar~
ratives there are some that deal more directly with the Mid-
western farm region than others, Since it is with Garland's
iatarasﬁ in his locality that we are chlefly concerned, we
shall therefore devote most of our discussion to his stories

that portray the farming class, His portrayal, it ae»ma,"‘ f
has been made for the most part through ﬁraﬂantatian of Bit- g
uations that 1llustrate some economic pﬁineiple or problem, }
through descriptive delineation, and through insertion of j
home-spun conversations. i

1p, H, Quinn, Amerigan Fictiom ~- an Historics) and

45
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| In "Under the lion's Paw," one of the most admirably
executed of all the atarias,a perhaps, Gerland shows ﬁh&
effect of land monopoly on ?trmar'nhukins, who, when ha |
bought the place he had worked as a tenant, was aampall&d
to pay for the improvements he had made by his own grinding
toil and to aceept terms that made of him an sconomic slave,
As he piotures Haskins, "e tall man with a ﬁhia;-glanmﬁ |
face,” he tells us that "his hair was a reddish browsn, like
his coat, and seemed equally faded by the wind and sun, and
his sallow face, though hard and set, was pathetic some-
how."3 And he revesls the barrennsss of Haskime' past by
having him tell his new friend, Stephen Counsil, about the
destruction of the grasshoppers on the Kansas prairie in
these grim words: . .
 Pab! ﬁhay wiped us out, They chawed every- ;
;?inﬁsﬁgguﬂggsﬁgrgzg.naﬁhggéfgat set aruund waltin!
s

At the opening of the story, Haskins had returned from Kan-
gas to (edar County, & locatlon perhaps in Iowa; and since
land was too high for him to buy, he rented a farm from a
speculator, Jim Butler, 8till his family knew no luxury,
for Garland says:

29aylor, op. eit.; p. 161.
3Hemlin Garland, Main Travelled Roads
%1014., p. 134,
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Haskins worked like a filend, snd his wife, like

the heroic woman that she was, bore also uncom-

plainingly the most terrible burdens. They rose

early and tolled without intermission till the dark-

ness fell on the plain, then tumbled into bed, svery

bone and muscle aching with fatigue, to rise with

“the sun next morning to the same round of the aama .

feraeity of labor.-
And the grinding effect of work is further shown when Gar-
land tells that st the end of day Haskims "sank into his bed
wibh a daap groan of ralief, too tired to ehanga his gximy,
dripm olothing . . ."® After Haskins had a;aent tiree
yanra impraving his rented land and had been kﬁlﬂ hw Butler
that the sale price haé,aaﬁbled, he sank for s moment into
despair and thought only of the merciless toil he had just
gana ehrough ans Garland: |

Be was walking again in the rain and the mud

behind his plough; he felt the dust and dirt of

the threshing. The feroclous husking-time, with

its cutting wigd and bitimg, eliaging mnaws, lay

hard upan him,
Finally, thaugh, he f&rget hiwsmlf as he thnﬁght of his fami«
1y, and in a fit of aager provoked by the 1n3astiaa af hiu
aituatian, he called Butler "a black-hearted h@un'”a and de~
manded that he deed him the land, take a mﬁvtgaga on 1%,
ana leave., Butler's murder by Haskins was anly n&rrawly
averted, The aeameﬁia situation of thie story 1s, of course,
atraight from Progress and Poverty, and Garland merely works
from en individual cese of oppression to the indictment of 2

5ibid., p. 138. 61pid., p. 140,
?xbig vy D 1&30 8;21@;, P. 1&&‘.



48

system, While he 1s iIndicting & system, though, he, to be
sure, writes in a mamer that makes us ée& all the stern
ceuses for reform. | |

In "Op the Coolly" Garland egain presents & situation
in which economic 11ls wear clothes and dispositions thread-
bare,_#ﬁbward Mclsne, older of two brothers, had become suc~
rnhﬁafﬁlﬂin New York in theatrical business and had neglagteé
Grant and his mother, who had become the victims of & mort~
gage‘an their Wisconsin farm and hsd been farﬁéd‘ta ﬁé@@_ﬁp
the coolly to rent. whs moment that Howard arrived homs rar
his first visit in ten yméra, 5@ observed the farm scene in
21l its sordidness, dullness, triviality, and endless drudg-
arﬁ,,and the joy of hﬂmawaémiag left him, As he first met
his brother, he sensed something of the harﬂ,.biﬁt@r‘fealxng
that came Into hia h@arﬁ, “as he [Orant] =tood there, ragged,
ankle-desp in muck, his sleeves rolled up, & shepeless straw
hat én'his hesd,"’ Soon they waﬁﬁ into the kitchen for sup-
per, but there again "every detall . , . the heat, the files
hﬁzﬁing aloft, the poor furniture, the dress of the people
-- all smote him like the lash of & wire whigi“lg Soon
Grant's feelings were expressed in hig own words as hé told
of the hardships the family had endured without help. Howard
asked why they had sold the old farm, and in bitterness

Grant answered:

9Ibid., p. 52. | 01b1g., v. 5.
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Wae had something on it that dldn't leave any-
thing to sell. You probably don't remember any-

thing about 1t, but there was & mortgage on it that

eat ur up in just four years by the almenac. T'Host

killed mother to leave it, We wrote to you fav

money, but I don't sappﬂaa you remember that o1
Heward admltted his negligame& and sought his trother's for-
giveness, but bitterness borrn of hardship had already eaten
toe far into Grant's heart.

A surprise party of welcome wag glven [or Howard one
evening by the neighhars, and in the aanvaraaﬁieﬂ between
Grant and one of the guesis, one can easily detect the des-
perateness of the farmers: "'Plenty ¢' land %o rent,' sug-
gested some one, "2 and Grant repliaﬂs

| Yen, in terms that skin a man alive, MNore

than thet, farmin' aein't =0 free a life as it used

%o bs, . . . I'd like to kmow what a man's life 1»

worth who lives as we do? How much higher 1s 1t

than the lives the niggers used to live?l3

The destructive effects of toll and poverty could be
seen in the lives of the women, too, for laura, Grant's
wife, had begun to lome spirit:

"I hate farm~life," she went on with a bitter
inflection, "It's nothing but fret, fret, and

work the whole time, never going sny place, never

geeing snybody tut a lot of neighbors just a8 big

foela as you sre, I spend my time fighting flies
wﬁghing dishes and churning. I'm sick of it
all

Thers were few newspapers and no books or music in the

111pid., p. 56. 121bid., p. 75.
131pig., pp. 75-76. 1pta., p. 79.
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Melane home to brighten the hours, and contequently Howard
grew more hopeless the longer he stayed. With sympathy and
humility in his hesrt, he sought Grant's forgiveness and
offered to purchase the old home place, but 1t was too late,
P@verty and bitterness haﬁ'imprisaned a&anﬁg he Iaakéd B
spirit to begln anew, for he ssid; | |
"I mean life ain't worth very much to me, I'm
too old to take a new start. I'm a dead failure,
I've come to the conclusion that 1ife's a failure for
- pinety-nine per cent of us. You can't belp me now, '
It's too late,"15 |
And in a melodrametic conclusion contrasting two ways of
life, Garlsnd says: |
The ﬁﬁw‘man etood there face to fase, hands clasped,
the one falr-skinned, full-lipped, handsome im his
neat sult; the other tregle, sombre in his softened
mood, his large, long, rugged Scotech face bLronzed
with sun snd scarred with wrinkles that hed hiew~
tories, like %ahre—suts on & veteran, the record of
his battles.l
"Up the Coolly” is another sttempt, of course, to uphold
the economic theory of UGeorge, to show the disaster of the
high rent and lqw wagea that are in a lend system lmprop-
erly monaged, but more ilmportant etill, it "is the best ex-
ample of unflinching reslism produced in its decade, "7
In "Lucretis Burms,” "A Dey's Pleasure,” "Mrs., Ripley's

Trip," ™A Branch Road," "Among the Corn Rows," and "Before

151p14., p. 87. | 161114,
178, C. Willisms, Qur Short Story Writers, p. 191,
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the Low Green Ioor," Garland has not forgotten aearge'a'eoa-
nomics, but his alm apparently is not 20 much to direatly’ ,

present a2m economic problem as it is to illustrate the harsh
effects of poverty and toll on the lives of people, notably

women .,

"lucretia Burns” is the story of a farm woman, cowed,
broken, and cast to despair by the harshaness of Sim Burns,
her husband, and the ugly toil of her daily routine. Through
years of work, 8im already hzd paid for his farm,but "it was
this suffering and toiling . . . that made him sour and irpri-
table, "18 1ana speculators had more than thelr shsre of
the wealth, corn and wheat were getting cheaper, and taxes
were golng up. In the midst of discouragement and weariness
from endless work, therefore, Sim told middle-aged, dis-~
torted lucretia one evening: "I'1l be damned if I milk 2
cow to-night. I don't see why you play out jest the nights
I need ye most."19 Lucretia was not prepared for these hot-
tempered words., Her face told her story:

It was & pitifully worn, almost tregic face -~
long, thin, sallow, hollow-eyed. The mouth had

long since lost the power to shape 1tself into a

kiss, and had a droop at the corners whlch seemed

to announce a breaking-down at any moment into a

despairing wail,20 |
Incretia sobbed for a long time and vaguely considered

18Ham11in Garland, Other Main Travelled Roads, p. 99.
191b1a., p. 84, 201pid., p. 82.
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sulclde, but then she thought of her children and gained some

courage. 8he stopped associating with 8im,though, until

1ily, the community schoolteacher, finally helped them make

peace,  ~
-While the two were angry, Garland gives his readers

keen inaigﬁ&\inta»their monotonous lives. Of Sim he says:

- He shewed tobacco and tolled on from year to

year withaut any very clearly defined 1dea of the

future, His life was mainly regulated from without, -
He was tall, derk, and strong in a flat-chested,

slouching sort of way, and had grown neglectful of o

even decency in his dress. He wore the American

farmer's customary outfit of rough brown pants,

hickory shirt, and greasy woel hat, It differed

from his neighbors' main %{ in being a little

dirﬁier and more ragged.

Imuratia'z siutar~1n~1aw talked with axm abaut the misunder-
atanﬂing, and whan he told her he did mot knew why his wife

was 8nEPYs she ralayed the news to lucretia, whose blunt
anawer was:

"He aan't kaww why! Well, then, you just tell
“him what I say, I've lived in hell long enough,
I'm done, I've slaved here day in and day out f'r
twelve years without pay, -- not even a decent
word, I've worked like no nlgger ever worked 'r
could work and live, I've given him all I hed, 'r-
ever expect to have. I'm wore out., My strength
is gone, my patience iz gone, 1'm done with it, -~
that's part of what's the metter, "22

Qne avening later Pouglas Radbourn, a yﬁung scholar
from a near-by village, was driving Lily to her school when

he became the mouthpilece of Garland the reformer:

Elibidc, P 88. 222 bidsl P 960
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- ™es, 1t's a motter of statistics,” went on Rad-.
bourn, pitilessly, “that the wives of the American
farmers f£ill our Insane asylums., See what a life
they lead, most of them; no music, no books, Seven-

- teen hours a day in s ocouple of small rooms «- dens.
Now there is 3im Burns! What a travesty of a hﬂme'

. Yet there are a dozen Just as bad in sight, He :
works like a fiend -- s0 does his wife -~ and what
is their reward? Simply a hole to hibernate in and
to sleep and eat in in summer., A dreary present
and a wallﬁnigh hopeless future., No, they have a
future, if they kmew it, end we must tell thﬂm.“23

Radbourn then autlinad h&s plan ﬁe Lily in wbiah he raaamr
mended the abalitien of all 1ndirac% taxes, the dentructian
of all apecnlative h@lainga of the earth, and the appropria-
tion of all ground rents to the use of the state,2% Lily
was attentive to Radbourn, and hence she, too, began to see
the farmers' problems. Iater when little Sadie Burns told
1ily that her mother and father had had "an awful row," she
went with understanding to the Burns' home, caused Sim to
admit that he was partly to blame for the trouble, and ex-
plainga 8im's situation %o lucretia when she saild;
| ”2nu must ramambar that sueh toll hwvtaliaea

man; 1t makes him calloue, selfish, unfeeling,

necessarily. A fine nature muat either adapt it-

self to its hardsurroundings or die, Men who t@il

terribly in filthy garments day after day and

after year cannot easily keep gentle; the frost and

grime, the heat and cold, will soon or late enter

inte their souls. The case iz not all in favor of
the suffering wives and against the brutal husbands,
If the farmer's wife is dulled and crazed by her
routiggé the farmer himself 1s degraded and brutal-
ized, "2,

251p1d., pp. 112-113. |
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As the story was concluded, lucretia, Garland say&,

becane ”a wife and m@ther again,"26 but 1in what spirit he
1s unable to say, for the life of the regiun haa already
cut 1ts linas on the souls of both her and her husbandi
Qarlaﬂa in truthrully piazuring these marrad aeula no doubt
a@ntribnted to the sslvimg of a serlious yv@blam.

| "A Emy'n Pleaaure“ gains tha readar's aymp&thy chiefly
for the farmer's wife. Delia Markham, who had not been awayw
from the ceaseless tail of home for six months, trembled
with ratigua an she warkeﬂ Par into ths nighﬁ hol&ing saeka
!‘er her hmbam&, Mm, to saek wheat in order ‘that she might
rida uiﬁh him to a lane little prairia town thﬁ next morning.
Sha wase almas& too tired to hagin the trip when the time
eame, bat’than thﬁ thought of the long, 1ang ﬁay, and the
siak@ning samsaasa of her life, swept avar her again, and
sh@ r@ss and praparea the baby for the janrnay w7

In town sha had about three d@llara ta buy cnffea,

thread, and snma rlannel to make underelathas for her chil~
dren, Bitt@rly ahs reasoned that she hawaalr‘diﬁ nat need a
new draaa, far shm naver went anywhsre. After sitﬁing in
the grocery store while aha ate the lunch,whiah ahe had
hraught with her, "she wmlkmd up and dnun the atreet, dego~
lately homeless. She did not know what to do with herself,"28

261p1a., p. 115,
2THam1in Garland, Main Travelled Roads, p. 164,
281p14., p. 166.
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She heard her husband lsugh and saw him heving 2 good time
with some men over by the blacksmith shop, but she had been
forgotten, PFinally a clergymen, who was visibing Lawyﬂr
Hzll, saw pelia wander aimlessly down the street, and he de~
scribed her plight to the Baila when he saldy

"That womsn came to town to-day to get a ohange,

t¢ have a little play-spell, and she's wandering

around like a starved and weary cat. I wonder if

there is a woman in this town with sympathy enough

and courage encugh to go out and help that woman?

The saloon-keepers, the politicians, and the grocers

make 1t pleasant for the men -~ 80 pleasant that he

forgets his wife, But the wife is left without a .

word, "9
Thereupon Mrs., Hall was moved to invite Della into her cozy
parlor, have her Zwedish maid take care of the baby, and
wrighten her afternoon by playing the plano and talking
with her about books and pletures, subjects scarcely related
to ferm life,

‘When Sam finally called for his wife that afternoon,
Delia left with gratitude in her heart and a temporarily
brighter spirit, The ineident is simple, tut Garland gives
such a graphic description of Delia's social life that the
reader cannot fail to hear the echoes of a barren, monotonous 3
existence, "

- In "Mre. Ripley's Trip," Garland introduces Jane and
Ethan Ripley, two of the most kindly and cheerful characters
that are mai in any of hls storiesz. They are past middle age

291pid., p. 168.
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and have been tempored hy experience, Wt still to see the
imprint of struggle and poverty on their natures mnvas‘éne
to sympathy, ,

. As the stary opens, Garland takes us to "a home where
poverty was a never-absent guest,"30 and there we see the
o0ld lady who "looked pathetically little, weazanaé,iand.'
hopeless in her 111-fitting garments (whose origiral color
hed long since vanished), intent . . . on the stocking in
her knotted, stiffened fingers."3l Jane Ripley troke the
news té h@#'hmsband that she was going b&ck to New York for
2 visit and that he would have to do his own cooking for
awhile, Ethan 414 not oppose her going, but "of course in
his case, as in all others, the money consideration was up~
permost."32  Jane maintained, though, that she was going
and replied: | | | |

 "I'm sixty years old , . . an' I've never had
a day to myself, not even Fourth of July. If I've
went~a-vistin' 'r %o a pienie, I've had %o come
home an' milk 'n' get supper for you men folks.

- I ain't heen away £! stay overnight for thirteen
years in this house, ‘n' 1t was just so in Davis
County for ten more. For twenty-three years, ¥than
Ripley, I've stuck right to the stove an' churn

 without a day or a night off "33 ,

¥than remained puzzled as to bhow Jane would get money,
and the problem stayed with him as he went about his work.

That he was a poor man cen be seen through Garland's

301pig., p. 171. 3l1pig.
321m4. 331p1d., p. 172.
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description of him =28 he worked in the field. Says Garland:

~ The old man was husking all alone in the fileld,

his spare form rigged out ip two or three ragged

coats, his hands inserted in a pair of gloves minus

nearly all the fingers, his thumbs done up in

. "stalls," and his feet thrust into huge coarse :

boots, The "down ears" wel and ohapped his hands,
. already worn to the quick.3% T A
Some kindness remained with him, though, for Garland observes
that | o

. 1ife had lald hard lines on his brown skin, but

it had not entlrely soured a naturally kind and sim~

ple nature, It had made him pepurious and dull and

iron-muscled; had stifled all the slender flowers

of his nature; yet there was warm soll somewhere

hid in his heart,35
Ripley finally decided to sell two shoats, part of his win-
ter meat supply, and buy his wife a ticket to New York. A
littié'eémgdy and even some pathos come into the atary'whﬁn
he presented the ticket; Jane had in an old yern mitten
seventy-five dollars and thirty cents which she had saved
-~ & dime at a2 time -~ during her long yesars @n‘tﬁa farm,
She could not make use of her indapenaenae now, though, for
her ticket was already bought. BStraightway she gave Ethan
certain domestie regulations to follow, and she left for
Wew York. when she returned almost two months later, she
was 80 happy to see her husband and Tewksbury, her young
grandson, that one cannot fail to recognize that her heart,

too, had a great capacity for love., As she turned sgain

3%Ibsa., p. 176, 351pid., p. 177.
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towsrd her work, the tone of Garland!s words lets the reader
see that still one bit of diversion was not enough to make
aven a great soul happy ln & monotonous eximtence, He says:
‘Her trip was a faet now; no ehance eould rob
her of it, 8he had looked forward twenty-three
years toward Ait, sznd now she could look bask at it
accomplished. She took up hag burden again, never
more thinking te lay it down,36 '

" In YA Branch Road," Garland's heroine, Agnes, is much
younger than Jane Ripley, and Agnes, unlike Jane, chooses
the wrong partner in marriage, Revertheless, the dr@arinesu
of farm life is again a2 considoreble factor in warping a
woman's life, ‘anngv@ill Eannan left Agnes fpr,a fancied
slight, and uhen hm returned te his prairie h@ﬂa land seven
yoars 1a%er, hﬁ faund.Agnwn nnhappilv mmrriad ﬁa his rival,
ré Einney, who ill—treatad her. Agnes, Bd, and Fd's paraats
were living in will's boyhood home, a place that the elder
Kinney had taken from Widow Hannan by foreclosing a mﬁrtgago.
Ed himself, who was "alathad in greasy overalls and a hiekary
shirt,“37 had been scarred by hard work, but the effects on
Agnes, of course, were more important to'will,»whe had rem
turned to offer his apology. Agnes was ‘

worn and wasted incredibly. The blue of her eyes
sesmed dimmed and faded by weeping, and the old-
time scarlet of her lips had been washed away.
The sinews of her neck showed painfully when she

turned her head, and her trembling kag&a were worn,
- discolored, and lumpy at the joints .3

361p14., p. 183. 371bid., p. 34.
381p14., p. 32.. |
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 The impoverished surroundings of the Kinney home, t6o, prob-
ably added dismal color %o Agnes' outlook, In desoribing
the dining room, for instance, Garland says, "The room was
small and very hot; the table wes warpadeb'baﬂlj'thah'the
dishes had a tendency to slide to the centre; the walls were
bare plaster, grayed with time; the food wsas poor and zesnt,
and the fliem absolutely swarmed upon everything, like
vees,"39 Agnes, in fact, was so miserable in her existence
that she "lost the thresds of right and wreng,“#a took her
baby, and encaped with Will, who promised her some of the
daintlies and luxuries to which every gentlewoman is entitled,

‘In this story, Garlend, in addition to desoribing the
effect of a monotonous farm life on 2 women, gives also a
vivid picture of some aspects ~- both bright and somber -~
of the harvest sesson, At the beginning he takes us to &
harveat geene on the farm of Agnes' father and says of i%:

This scene, one of the jolliest and most so~

‘ciable of the Western farm, had a charm quite aside

from Iyiman companionship, The beautiful yellow

straw entering the c¢ylinder; the clear yellow-hrown

- wheat puleing out at the slde; the broken strsw,

chaf'f, and dust puffing out on the great stacker;

the cheery whirtling and ealling of the driver; the

keen, erisp air, and the bright 5ngummehaw wairdly

suggestive of the passage of time, o
He reminds us, too, of the appetites of harveatara and of

the great triel that threshing time was to the housewife,

39p1d., p. 35. 401pi4., p. 43,
41; blgg’ p. 80
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for he says of Nra. Dingman and her daughter, Agnes:

To have a dozen men with the appetites of
dragons %o cook for, in addition to their other
everyday duties, was no small task for a couple of
women, Preparations usually began the night be-

_ fare with a raid on a hen-roost, for "biled
chickun" formed the "place de resistance™ of the
- dimnner. The table, enlarged by boards, filled the
" sitting room. Extra peats were made out of planks
placed on chairs, and dishes were borrowed from
neighbors, who came for such aid in thelr turn. he

And‘raaliatisally ﬁpaaking of the huagry harvesters when they
came to eah, he says: o

Petatoea were aaizad, cut in halves, aoppeﬁ
in gravy, and taken "ome, two'! Corn cakes went
‘into great jaws like ooal into a steam-engine,
Enlves in the right hand cut meat and scooped gravy
up. Great, musocular, grimy, but wholesome fellows
they were, feeding like gnaiant Norse, and capable
of warking 1ike demons .t

But when the end of the day same, even these strong, good-
spirited men were partly conguered, Garland plainly &tateas
"~ As night drew on the men worked with a st@aﬂier,

more mechanlesl action. No one spoke now, Rach ,

- man was intent on hip work. No one had any strength
or breath to waste, The driver . , . changed his
welght on weary feet and whilstled and sang at the
tired horses. The fesder, his face gray Eﬁtb dust,
rolled the grain into tha cylinder., , . .*

"Among the Corn Raws,“.anather realistic p@rtrayaivaf
Midwesbern womanhood, introduces the roader to Julia Peter-
son, a daughter of Horwegian farm folk, and describes her
1ife of bitter toil. Bob Rodemaker, a former resident of

the Wisconsin community where the Petersons lived, had

42yp14., p. 10. ¥31p14., p. 11.
Qu&big., p‘ 16‘
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established a elaim on the Dekota prairie., He had left Wau-~
pac County, for, he said:
“Land that was good was 80 blamed high you

Sotiotnr “Banh vae bl Iy maltls TR

an' 50 a feller like me had t' get out, . . ,"45
Bob, like Hemry Qeorge, reslized that in a newly settled
region "the cussed . , . aristocracy hadn't got a holt on the
peapla,““ﬁ and hence he had gone to Dakota with an optimis~
tic outlook, It was true that he saw himself "'goin' around
all summer wearin' the same shirt without washin', an5 wipin!
cn the same towel four straight weeks, . . ., an' eatin'
musty gingersnaps, mouldy bacon, an' canned Boston beans
v« « +'"™7 but 88111 he was young, cheery, confldent and
“full of plans for the ruture,“ka He felt the neﬁd for com
panionship, though, and it wae to satisfy that need that he
returned to Wisconsin and thence to the farm of the Peter-
sons', He found Julia working smong the corm rows, while
"her heart was full of bitterness, her face flushed with
heat, and her muscles aching with fatigaa."49 Purther in-
sight into Julila's life is given when Garland says:

IR Ry R e ko

wide-bearded Norweglan -~ at work als¢ with a

plough, The corn must be ploughed, and so she

tolled on, the tears dropping from the shadow of
the ugly sun-bonnet she wore, Her shoes, coarse

451pid., p. 9. ¥61p1a,  47Ibtd., p. O3.
MBM" pp' —-91‘ 49£§ié¢; p« 97.
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and square~toed, chafed her feet; her hands, large
and strong, were browned, or, more properly, "hurnﬁ #
on the baeks by the sun. 5
Bob aeeﬁmpaniad.Julia homa far 1unah, and there as the reader
meets u?u. ?etarsan, he sees that uha, tna, haa bsen stamped
with %he barwaan&su of poverty and druﬁaery; aha leaknﬁ as
ahapaleua as 8 zack of wool and was waaring a drab*aalayaa
érass ahs had wara rar yuara. Latav Julia, 1n ref@wriag %e
har wwn 11fa anﬁ ﬁhe dispaaitien at h@r tathur, aaia: ‘
"] g'd stand the churnin' and housework, but
when 1t comes ¢' workin' outdoors in the dirt an'
hot sun, gettin' all sunburned and chapped up, it's
apother thing. - An' then it seems as 1f he gete
stingler 'n' stingier every year., I ain't had a
nwamuinwwwxwmmwmwmm.yi.l :
 Bob persusded Julia to escape with him that night to
ﬁhe~parsmn'a,hausa,%§a married, and go with him back to Da-
kota,. Pven before maght came Julia begen to dream of a "free
‘1ife in a far-off, wonderful eauntry;“52 Hence (arlmad ends
this story with brighter prospects than those found in most
of his stories, but what assuranee he had that the same con-
ditions.of labor and ecenomy would not in time overtake
Bob and Julia in Iekots we cannot aay.f
Any efreat ef ehaar that Gawland glves ﬁhreugh the
tones er his raalism 1a “Amnng the Qara Rawa,“ uhengh, is
| eauntarbalaneed by tha hapelezsneas th&t ﬁe»vaﬁen “B&law

ths Low ereen Door , " ﬁatilaa Bant in the latﬁer aﬁ@ry had

ﬁﬂm': p. 109,
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tolled cesselessly on a Midwestern farm for thirty ywars \;
and lived in the meantime with & husband whom she did not
respect,. Hence Matilda's problems, as those of Agnes in .

"A Branch Road," were not eneiraly rooted in toil, but laber
doubtlessly added welght to her grief. \
At the beglnning of the story a gruff old country phy-
giclan had ju#tvﬂiaeevar@d that Matilds had eanamrfﬁndléeﬁld
not live long. Martha Ridings, a close friend, came to stay
with natilﬂa, and as she sat by the bedside, %awlana givas
an 1&@& of the 1ife that was about t@ end. by aayinsa
. ?aars fell from nartha'a eyﬁa upon the cold and
"ﬁiﬁ&'ﬁ%ﬁééﬁﬁi&?ﬁéﬁiﬁ worn by inirty years of
ceaseless daily toll. They ley there motionless
:ggﬁdtggiggzn gﬁt, pathetia pru@est for all the
Matilda's life, in raet, had been so tiring that she
told Martha she oould see no bright future for her children.
"Ffhey!1ll haf to grow old jest as I have -~ git bent and
grey, an' die,"" she seid. Matilda was not enthusisstic
either about s 1life in another world, for, as she said: "I
dont't know newthin' sbout over there; I'm talkin' about here,
I ain't had no chance here, Marthy,"S5

Within g few hours Matilds died, and the most scothing
words that Garland finﬁs to desoribe her passing do not let

53em1in Gerland, Other Main Travelled Roads, p. 295.
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one forget her imprisonment by toil and poverty. He saye:
"The poor, tortured, restless brain slowly stopped its ..
grinding whirl, and the thin limbs, heavy with years of .
hopeless toll, stralghtened out in an endl&as_aleep@”55,i= :

‘In all of the stories discussed thus far, Garland sesms
to have kept in mind the idea that economic conditions were
at the root afaunaatiaraetavy elrcumstances,. as~?aylér-hasw
sald, in fact, the thems of his stories on economy is ”hh&t
because of economilc Iinjustice rural life is now barren anﬂ
intolerably painful; that such anfraring must be relieved
and such barrannaas aﬁrieheﬂ; and that these gaias may be
had by the one thnranghgaing act of destreyins all»manapalis~
tic holdings in lend. . . ,"57 | -

But aﬂaﬁiaa apriﬁgimg'aiwectly from poverty aﬁﬁ 81l uﬁe
uwarinasu that may aeaampany it are nat the anly ones 1n
which Garland uses his realimm to show tkm aap@eta of xid-
woatera farm 11fu, for in tu@ of his ﬁalaa, at 1aaae, h@
straalha raiigiaua autlaaka, and in two aﬁhava ha'primarily
éaaaribss uaaiai activities. These raar atarias, "1 der
Pill, Praaaher,“ b 1 nay of araau,“ “The Soaiable a% d-
1ey s," &nd "aahnrday sight on the Farm, are nevarthalesa
1néireetly baaeé.en aaanamian, as 1a mneh ar the reiigian |
and soclety ar thg wh@le world.

56@%‘- s D | 301, 57&‘&?191', op. m- a | P 169*
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"Blder P1ll, Preacher" is a graphlcally treated ac-
count of a revivalist capable of a deeper undarst&nding‘ﬁhan
be had when he told his rural congregation of a great judg-
ment angel that would selze poor, dsmned, struggling souls
by thelir neeks and hold them over the flaming forge of hell
until their bones melted like wex. William Bacon, an indi-
vidualist, arose in the midst of Pi1l's sermon and said,
"IT ain't bitin' thet kind of a hook,'"S® and Radbourn, a -
swmaﬁary student, added in a voloe of reproach, "' ., , , all
that he preaches in the name of MHim who came bringing peace
and good-will e men.'"™9 p111 left the community after
church that night, began to think, had a conversation sbout
religion with Radbourn, and concluded finally thet instead
of bell fire such qualities pe honesty anﬂ«Juaﬁiae‘ware the
heart of religion. | .

When he returned to the community to pay his dabtg anﬁ
tell the congregation of his change of thought, he found
that Elder Wheat had taken his pulpit and was?aantinuing
before an interested congregation with the ssme lurid de-
sariﬁtians of torment that he himself haﬁ‘enaa‘ﬁelievaa in.
In other words, Garland tells his readers that the starved
minds of the rural folk found comfort in a faith that the
hereafter would bring just rewards and that, therefore, the
preaching of the doetrine of retribution was the demand of

58ﬁamlin Garland, Other Main Travelled Roads, p. 47.
S91bid.
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the times.

| Too, he rami&és us that the entertainmanﬁ ‘on the 1@n@1y
ﬁrairia was insufficient and zhat the ehurah aarviea 1n a
limitaa way'suppliaa social intercourse for its atﬁanaants.
Aftar Elder P1ll's last sermon at the aahaalhauae‘ for 1n~,
stanae, earlana saye:

: The aewa gratesquely exaggerated flew about the
"~ next day, and at night, tho it was very cold and
windy, the house waz Jjsmmed to suffecation. . . .
The protracted meeting was th& only recrestion for
~meny of them, The gomsip before mnd after service
wae & dellight not to be lost, and this lagt sensa~
~ tion was dramatlic encugh to bring out old men and
Cwomen who had’ gaﬁ dared to go to church in winte

far ten yaara.

Aad deseribing tha farm peaple'a 5anversatian 1n 2 more spe~
aitie way, he says s
, The older men sat 1mmadiate1y baﬁwmam ﬁha ybuths
‘and boys, talking in hoarse whispers across the
aisles about the state of the crops and the county
ticket, while the women 1n much the same way con-
versed about the children and ralsing onlons and
- strawberries, gf wes their main re«reaﬁiaﬁ, this
_3unaa3*mﬁ@ting.\ _ o
~In "A Day of Grace,"” Garland takes us teo a revival that
inatead of attracting all the community had attracted chiefly
e low class of rural people, There was, of course, as he
says, & certaln recognizably crude class the world over that
was at one time subject to the low forms of religious ex-

¢itement prevailing at the meeting he described, but still

601m1a., p. 50. 611b14., pp. 37-38.
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~ he manifests a keen sympathy for those who are so lacking
in strenghh and security that they fall under the persuasive
powers of furiocus, ranting,’faaming&at~thaaﬁﬁathfpreé&haps.
The dark baskground of the story is somewhat brightened,
though, as Ben Griswold, a farm hand who had gone to the
meeting in‘tha‘apirit of a aitnua enthusiast, rescued hiu
swuethnart from the influence af an elder wha had moved down
the aisle to sava" gaaple &ﬁ& hnlp them séa tk& ”1ight H
Deseribing Grace's predicament, aarland sayst
face Ehgs:ﬁ? ;mﬁﬁﬁﬁgvﬁz‘éﬁé?”m"ﬂ%3“;&; cant
down, she Lreathed palnfully and trembled from head
3;3§@3§;a hgr‘ggs about to fall, when Ben aa% hia
And as the two young people left the meeting, Garland reminds
us that "at tha‘mﬂnrﬂers' bench were six vietims in all
stages of induced catalepsy, "3 and throughout the congre-
gaﬁi@m,'exhﬂrtaﬁs bad caused pecple to rall‘a%upafied on
the ground. The realism in which the whole scens is written
moves one indeed to pity. |
' "he Sogiable at Dudley's” is woven primarily around
the uncertainties of Bettie Moss and Pd Blackler's romance,
but through its setting at the donation party given for Flder
Wheat, Garland shows us the merriment that farm folk obtainead
from simple pleasures., While supper was aserved in the school~
house across the road from the Pudley home, Garland says that

621014, p. 76. ®3mpig.. p. 77.
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"the oysters stesmed; the heele of the boys! k@@ta‘tMnmpaﬂ
in wild delight; the women bustled mbout; the girls giggleﬂ,
and the men rosred with laughter."S% After the meal, the
young people went to Dudley’s, where they "bewﬁ and ’balamed
and uwuag"55 in rhythm to "Weevily Wheat," & charming mlan
fashioned dance that dated back to dances on the green in
¥nglend or narway‘ Vocal musiec was used for the dance, since
1t would have been wicked to. have ridﬂle mnsia.éé Meanwhile,
"the men of elderly blood" atayed in th@ schoolhouse “to nalk
on the avangg and the uselessness of the mié*laman.”ﬁT The
high excitement of the evening was the fight hs%waan 5111
Yohe, a stranger who nad come to sha-neighk@ﬁhaad with the
wave of harvest help from the South, and Bd Blackler aver
the love of Betile. Both Bill and his brother, Joe, were
forced away from the scepe by muscular Lime Gllmen, and the
sociable ended in triumph zs Bettie resllized how much Ed
cared for her. And no part of the story from John Jeanings'
generous donation to the Wheats to the sleigh rides of the
young people 1s, verhaps, untrue to Midwestern farm life,

In “"Saturday Highﬁ on the Farm," Garland again, as in
"4 Day of Grace," desls with a low oclass of people; in this
shory, hawavar, he is concerned chiefly with socisl instead
of religious 1life, Traditionally underpaid farm hands have .

64%amlin Garland, Prairie Folks, p. 242,
651p1d., p. 245, 661p1d,, pp. 244-245,
671b1d., p. 244,
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of ten esgaped from the country on Saturday nights to low
kinds of amusement, and in this aceount a group of workers -
headed by Al Orandall invited Lime, Farmer Graham's hand,
and the two young Graham boys, John and Frank, to go with
them to the county town to see Wilkie Qﬁllinn"playzgggjfv

- Mag@alene. Jobnny Grahsm especially was fassinated by the
adventure, for Garland says "to go to town was an event, but
to go with the men at night, and to a show, was something to
"rﬁmmmbar\a lifet&m@."ﬁg Johnny and Prank, too, were appre~
clative of the gracious blonde heroine iﬁ the play and also
of "the wandeﬁful‘ald lady im'tha-aapngnéwaptaﬁaalasg“694but
the farm hands, af'ﬁaurﬁe,ware-ﬁiaaﬁpﬁintadlbaeauae'ﬁhey»
saw & serious drama insteed of a comedy or farce. mh&iw;éad
sire for excitement was yet to be fulfilled, and hence on
thelr way home they stopped at a brewery where & granp'cffw |
hands headed by Sbteve Nagle was engaged in an evening of
crude jokes and strong drinks. Finally the purpose of the
parties was achieved when & fight between Steve and Lime was
precipitated. Idme, who had refrained from drinking and who
naturslly was the hero of Johnny and Frasnk, won the bout,
and Garland expresses the worth of the whole evening in his
fipal paragraph in which he describes Johuny's homeward
trip that night. He says;

As for John, he lay with his head in Lime's lap,

looking up at the glory of the starlit night, and
with a confused mingling of the play, of the voice

681b1a., p. 147. 69;9;@., p. 149.
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of the lovely woman, of the shouts and hlows at the

brewery in his mind, and with the murmur of the river

-and the roll snd rumble of the wagon blending in his

ears, he fell in%o a sleep whieh the rhythmiec beat

of the horses' hoofs 414 not interrupt.
Such entertainment was the best that most of the low class
of drifting, poorly paild hands desired, and the suthor tells
us this faet in the undertones of the whole story. | |

Garland, to be sure, wrote othesr realistic stories of
Midwestern farm life, but they, though interesting, prob-
ably do not contein sny interprstations diffevent from those
avallable in the‘stéries we have just diseaaaeﬁ}Tl Judging
frem the twelve stories mentioned in this writing, therefors,

T01p1d., ». 166, L
. Tlpor our discussion of Garland's short stories about
Midwestern farm 1ife, we have chosen only those stories which

gseem to be the suthor's most graphie and aesthetic expres~
sians of a ye@pl» and their pweblﬁmn. ?hg atari&s from his
Main ’ rave é A4 ] P : 42 3 "

onit y be, '1+“,av¢, divided inteo .
threa graupa. Firat are th@se which, though realistically
desoriptive of farm characters and situations, do not, to us,
as clearly represent the Midwest as the ones ws have chosen
for our limited diaeuasien. In this group we place "William
Bacon's xirad Man," "Uncle Ethan's spaaulatien, "old xnﬁﬁi
zwering% "A Preacher's love Story, ¥ "fhe Owner of the Hll
Parm,” "The Creamery Man," and “"A Division in the Coolly."
8econd sre those in which Garland used realism in some Iinter~
esting delineation of experiences away from the heart of the
farming e@untry;, Included in thia”%yaup are "The Rstarn of a
Private," "A food Fellow's Wife," "Village Cronies,"” "Drift-
ing Grana ® "A Meeting in the ?aathills "fhe Prisoned Soul,”
"A &haltare& One," "An Alisn in the ?1nas,“ "A Stop-over at
Tyre,” and "A Fair Exile.” And the third group, which con-
tains @nly “God's Ravens,” "The Passing Stranger," and "Upon
Impulse, " 1is concerned with emotional problems far removed
from the farm and treated in an 1dyllic and fanciful manner,

[
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we may belleve that Garland for the most part interpreted
prairie life in all its unrelieved ugliness. As Webb has
imagined, his short stories say to the reader:

"I, Hemlin Garland, do not propose to let you
forget the drudgery and the misery of my psople of
the prairie farms, You may have escaped to the
gity, as most of you who read this have, Wt I will
carry you bagk to the land from whence you came,
% +» As you read these stories ] want to bring a
lump to your threat and an unwilling tear to your
eye, and I will only relieve the strain of reality
and desolation by revealing occssionally a glimpse
of love's fleeting wing scross the toliler's murk
hell of endless, chesrless journeying."(<

\\
Yes, while writing these atories, Garland believed that]
' : P
the heat, dirt, drudgery, and poverty of farm 1ife should be

i

{

portrayed so that man would be inspired to improve condi- |

tions for which he himself was responsible; st the same timei
however, he discovered from the criticiem of Howells and :
others that to do his best writing he must balance Signifi-
cance and Bemuty,73 Hemco, it is noteworthy that many times
in the midst of his writing of betrayers of mankind who had
"turned tiger or dog or ja@ka1"7” and snatched what uﬁs

~ precious for themselves while their brothers starved, he

turns his attention to nature and all of its prodigal bsauty.
After toll-worn lucretla Burns, for instance, had become angry

“T2w, p, Webb, The Grest Plains, pp. 4T1-472,
T3pamlin Garland, A Son of the Middle Border, p. 418,

‘74&arl Van Doren, "Contemporary American Novelists,"
The Nation, CXIII (November 23, 1921), 59.
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with her husband, she went out into her garden, and theve,
obaarvaa aarlaaﬂ:

The wind sang in her ears; the greatb &1ﬁuds,
baauﬁiful as haav&nly ships, floated far above in
the vast, dazzling deeps of blue sky; the birds
rustled and ehirga& around her; leaping insects
buzged snd clattered in the ﬁrana and the vines
and bushes, The goodness and glory of &aﬂ was In
the very air; the biliterne gg znd appwaaaian of man
1n avary'lina of har face,

- One eritia, n»varﬁholﬂan, has fail&a to see in a@riané'a
skmriaa anything but monotonous éamaripﬁiana of tha mama un~
invuing mwm@ra, the same bz.mla and inae@t.s, and m same
aama rawu and wheat r1a143~76 anaﬁhar has raileé ta see
that his writing is inﬁaraaﬂing, thaﬁ 1% has & purp@ne of
art, anﬂ that it parmiﬁe the reader to see 1nta the haarts
of kh& prairie to1k.77 Carl Van Doven aa@bahly comes nearer
smmé walummn of the aﬂﬁhw'e sﬁari&s than uimr of
thase aritiea when he says:
Inaaluhla as are the ailawmaa he pwap@unded wnﬁ
tense and unrelieved as his accusations were, he
stood in his methods nearer, say, to the humane Mile
et than to the angry Zola, There is a ¢lesr, hi
splendor about his landscapes; youth and love on his
‘desplate plains, as well as uiaewhsre, ¢an find glory
in the most difficult existence; he might strip papr-

ticular lives relentiessly bare, hut he no less re-
lentlesaly clung to the conviction that humen life

T5gam1in Garland, Other Maip Iravelled Eoads, p. 95.
T6pne m&, LIII (August 13, 1891), 125,
TTgne Netion, IVI (June 1, 1893), M08,



73

has an Lnaliegable dignity which is deeper than any
glamor gaem

wzanﬁ'a stories maaad are evidence that he ‘beliwaé m

writing of thimg as they \mre‘ With what at.har. belief ean
a true artist bagin‘? | |

7&?&; Doren, "aﬁmtmwr mriaaa Emreliﬂu ,‘* gm &»
n, CXIIX (mvmbw 23, xgzﬁ, 596-897,



CHAPTER IV
© GARLAND AND HIS NOVEIS

_ Garland's three earlieet novels, Jasen Bdwards, A Men-
ber of m Third House, and A Speil of m_, were published
in 189@ and uriﬁﬁmm while the author was. vitally interested
in sooial rarﬁra* Jason Bdwards, first completed in 1888

Z}. ]w‘3§ya§ﬂg5gw is the akmuahs result of a play trans~
formed into a novel, and though it presents a dire need for
Henry: aeargw'a aiagle 1and tax, 1t s not representative of
the suthor's realism at its best. A Member of the Third
House, also transformed from a drama, deals merely with the
imprabable success of a righteous state lagislatar in bringe
ing judgment agaimsﬁ a paiitieax trickster” who worked in
bahalt of a vailzaad wonopoly. It is concerned, to be sure,
with a greedy 1ntara§t that helped sap the atreng@h~ar the
Midwestern fermer, btut both 1t and Jason Rdward

s ave t00

theatrical -~ at times too artificisl) -~ to be genuin@ in
their pertrayal of the average farmer's problems and hence

to bve especially pertinent to our diucuasien§"¥he dramaa
from which they were taken were in the first place conceived
only to please James and Katharine Hearn, struggling Bos-
‘tonian actors and lovers of drams, and hence their foundation

T4
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alone is not ss true to the soil as A Zpoll of Office, which
was written later with a slightly diffevent philosophy and
ﬁurpaue.' |

A Bpoil of Offise, Garland's £irst published attempt to
translste his economic materials direetly into a rulifiangkh
novel, deals with the "rebellion of the agrarian and debtor
West against the dominsnce of the commercial snd ereditor
past,"l This rebellion iz one that lasted chlefly during
the decades of the seventles and eighties and was the result
of a bitter dimscontent which grippsd the West as the prices
of farm producte declined, as discriminating rallroads cor~-
rupted Western politics, as numerous farm morigages were
foreclosed, and aﬁ the value of the dollar econstantly appre-~
ciated. A mild expression of dlscontent developed in the
peventies and eighties in the sccial and co-operative Grange,
and more aggressive expressions appesred in the late elghties
and early ninetiea in the Farmers' Alliance end in the Pépu~
1ist party, which ineluded in its platform the demands of
the faruers,

Aé a reformer -- a believer in Heury George's thesis
concerning the abolition of monopoly -~ and as a son of the
middle border, Garland naturally was interested in the agrar~
ian revolt. When he returned to Boston in the fall of 1889
from a trip among the despondent farwers of Iowa and Dakota,

1"1'9.?10!‘, QE; m., p‘ 167¢
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he welcomed, therefors, the opportunity that B, 0. Fiﬁw&?; 
editor of the Arens, extended him to besome a part of thér 
farmers' movement., On Flower's commission he went in 1891
10 Washington to write an srticle on the Parmers® Alliance
bleo in Congress, and from Washington he toured the South
and Weat to observe the agrarien revelt at first hend, On
his tour, he met and talked with Western farmers and Popu-
list leaders and for elx weeks gave a series of talks for

the Btate Central Committee of the Populist party in Iowa,

At this time Garland had alreedy written part of a novel
dealing with the Grange, and his work for the Arens was to
complete this menuseript and bring it down to date as a novel
of the Fammars' Alliance and the Popullst party. A Spoil of
Q;@&gg, ar aﬁursa, 1s the narretive he completed, and though
1t is not written in a2 realism a2ltogether indicative of the-,
author's first-hand experiences with the soil, 1%, to be
sure, is "an accurate pleture of the risze of the Grangemmd
the Farmers' Alliance'? -- two efforts bound inevitably with
the passionate uprisings of nioneer Midwestern farmers, It
also 1s an exposure of the gorruption and imbeeility that
often overtook legislators elected to réprasant«agrarian 1a~-
terests, _

The long story revolves somewhat loosely about Bradley
Talcott!'s love for Ida Wilbur, a traveling orator who, Garland

2apthur Hobson Quixm, m;.-s_.. z_m -~ 2R M
and Criticel Survey, p. 455.
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himself later admitted, was "in sdvance of her time,"S In
the beginning Bmaélay,_a,ynung»rarm_haad, heard Ida lecture
at a Grange plenic on the work arlﬁha‘ewangaravin,bwiﬁgins
together lonely farm families of the seventies, end he heard
h@r,dream‘nf the fnture as she paid; |

i, I see a time when the farmer will not need to
live in & cabin on a lonely farm, I see the farmers
-comlng together in groups, I s¢e them with time to
read and time to visit with their fellows. . . . I

- 86e cltles rising near them with schools, and
churches, and concert halls, and theatres, I Bee
a day when the farmer will no longer be a drudge
and his wife a bond slave, but happy men and women
will go ginginguﬁa their pleasant tasks upon their
frultful farms, ’

Garland's desoription of & ‘}‘;‘"ﬁfi‘ﬁ“imv future indeed helps
the reader to see the drab present the farmers faced, -
‘When the speeches of the day were over, dinmer was
served, and the author, sgein in graphic language, lets the
reader lnow the day was an eventful one in the dreary life of
the farmer, for he says: | _& | |

~__The dinner made 2 beautiful scene, the most
idyllie in the farmer's life, The sun, now high
noon, fell through the leaves in patches of gquiver-
ing light upon the white table-cloth, spread out upon
the planks, and 1t fell upon the fair hair of the
girls, and upon the hard knotted fingers of men and
women grown old in toil. The ratile of dishes, the
harsh~keyed, unwonted laughter of the women, and the
sounding invitations to dinner glven snd taken filled
~ the air, The long plank seats placed together made
capitel tables. . . , The crude abundance of the

3Hamlin Garland, Roadside
*Hamlin Garland, A Spoll of Office, p. 15.

Meetir

a, | Pe. 1‘86‘
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- Towa farm‘had been brought out to meke it a great
dinner. The boys ¢ould bhardly gs wagtrainad rn@m :
clutching at each new delicacy, : e

During the feast each Granger inquired "after the haai&h_of
 %&¢\othar grange@s of the aaunty;”ﬁ‘anﬁ\aftérwurdazhe.aanvar~
sation turned to the good accomplished by ﬁna organisation,
S8aid one of the favmarss ~"'How, it seems to me that we'ra
going on all right, ., . . We're ga%ting oup gaa&a ahaap and
we're auﬁtin' of f the midalaman 197 miapg w@'re gatting
hold of the railw&y&,'“a gald a sa@aad one, while aaathar
replied: "!'Yes, but It don't smount %o nauhia' eampareﬂ to
what ought to be dane. we aught 'o oust them infernal
bleaﬂ-auukera that's in our eaurth@uae, and we want to do
1t as a grange. = "'What we waﬁﬁ,' a raarth man added, 'is
a party, & tiakat of our @wn, then we ean . . '"0 pe was
' interrupted by another, who said: "'No, we Qaa't do thaﬁ.‘
xt‘wah't be right to do that., We must nﬁaﬂd'hy the party
ﬁh&% has gi?an us ouy railway lagialatian.'"li And so the
opinions of the Grangers dffered. In raeu, mea or four -
years later when Bradley and Ida met in Iowa @1ty whara the
former was attending law echool, Ida admitted that the
Grangers as 2 whole were failing; for there waalﬁhe'farﬁe‘ef

E;big,, p. 17, | 61ptd., p. 22,
T1nta. szid.
91pid. | 10ypig., p. 23.

1l1p1q,
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- land manap@ly operating to ﬁea%ray the Grange and all athar

similar movements, "!The big land awmara,'” she said, were
"tgwallowing up the smell fermers, , , . turning them into.
renters or lab@r@rs,'“lﬁ and causing them te‘anviaugly com~.
pare thelr mortgaged farms with bankers' mansions insﬁea&.ﬂ
of working in earnest for the good of thelr own grnup.»'?vue‘
it was, the Grange had brought the farmers of some locali-
ties -~ of Bradley'z home county, for instance -« fogether

in & revolt that defeated the Rspudblican candidates and
placed the Independent party, the farmer's friends, in of-
fices; and true 1t was, the Grange had helped mske the
farmers acquainted with their own leaders; but also note-
worthy was the fact that farmers never felt the kinship
necessary ﬁé make them stand consistently by each other,

The Grsnge, therefore, succeeded in alleviating the lonelie
ness of some

of 1ﬁusmnmhara,'buﬁ it never became apprecladbly
hmlpfulrih the reform af‘ﬁalities or in the improvement of
economics, .

The group to succeed the Grange, the Parmers' Alllance,
roge to 1ts height in the late eighties analﬁarly‘nimatias,
but. before Garland proceeds to discuss thiﬁ,mgvﬁamnt, he
takes us with Bradley to see the aerrﬁptiwn smid the agrarisn
interests in both the Des Molines and Weshington legislatures.
Bradley, pure of heart and emcouraged by Ida to stand ‘

12; bid., p. 152,
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 unrelentingly for falr railroad rates, low tariff, the
ebolition of all monopolies, and the interest of the farmer,
was markedly disillusioned anén after be reached Des Molnes
as an Independent remesentative from Rock County. Said
one legislator to him on the day of his arrival;

~ "Before you have been here a week, some of

these rallroads will send far you, and tell you
they've heard of you as 2 prominent young lawyer of
the State. Oh, they've heard of you, we'lve all
heard of your cenvass; end as they are in need of an
attorney In your county, they'd like very much to
have you take charge, ete,, of any legislation that
may arise there, and so on. There may not be a

-~ week's work during the year, and there may be a great
deal, ete,, but they will be glad to pay you six
hundred dollsrs or elght hundred dollars, 1f you
will take the position. ‘

"Well, we'll suppose you take 1t, You go back
to Roek, there is very littls business for the rail-
road, but your salary comes in regulerly. You say
to yourself that, in case any work comes in which is
dishonorable, you'll refuse to take hold of 1t, But
that money comes in nicely. You marr{ on the expec-

- tations of ite continuance, You get to depending
upbn it, You live up to 1t, You don't find eny-
thing which they demand of you really dishonest, and
you keep on; btut really cases of the railroad sgainst
the people do come up, and your sense of jJustice isn't
80 acute as it used to be. You manage to argue your-
self into doing it, If you don't do 1%, somebody
else will, ete., and so you keep on, , ., . Buddenly
the war of the corporation against the people is on .
us, and you find you are the paid tool of the cor-
poration, and that the people are distrustful of you,
and thet you are prectically helpless,

- ® , ., . That's a part of their plan, The proof
of it will ve the afiaw which they'll make to you in
less than ten days,."l3 |

Bradley was merely astounded at first, but as he constantly .
saw that legislators ~~ those beinge ¢apable of bringlng

137p1d., pp. 208-210.
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relief to the poverty-stricken farmers ~- became "more esrn-
est in maintaining the hold of thelr parties upon the of~
fices than principles of 1egialaﬁian,"34 worked underhendedly
for corporations, and considered it a virtue to break into
the government treasury, he grew disgusted.

At the end of his term he was elected to the national
Congress, but there again he met with practices too crude
for demooracy. He found the whole power éf the representa~
tives locked in the hands of a few, and he saw valuable hours
wasted in bitter partisan wrangling. Political honors still,
however, dild not tempt him as he listened intently to Jda's
interest in the Alliance, a new farmers' movement that was
struggling forward and embodying the spirit of the Orange.
He made a serious study of economic problems and soolal
changes, but eventually there came days of dlscoursgement.
1da declined his marriage proposal, and he, being left %o
turn vnaaaaeiautl# to his congressional post for satlasfac~
tien, hurried home only to conduct a 1aa1hg,aamgaign and to
despair of aiding the farmer, |

And his despair was not relieved until after he heard
Ida speak in Chiquita, Kansas, in behalf of the revolting
farmers who, through the Alllance, ﬁara beginning to aa&k'
equal rights by supporting the Populist party. Before ber
talk he watched a long procession of farmers s@ down ﬁhe‘
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,>a#reet~wi$h'né bands to lead them, and he saw that -~

‘here wag an army of veterans, men grown old in the
ferocious struggle against injustice and the ap~
- parent niggardliness eof nature, -- a2 grim and terpi- .
ble battle-line. ., . . There was nothing of lovely
~girlhood or slastic, smiling boyhood; not a tﬁuﬁh
of eolor or grace in the whole line of mareh, It
. was uamhme, silent, ominous, snd resolute, , , , -
‘It was the Grange movement hmeaﬁaned, deepened. . , .15

ﬁas faith in reiior fopr thaae grim v&tarana raaainad wnak
thraugh 8 aenna or fuﬁixity, thﬂugh, nntil the rallawiag n
avoning when he heard Ida 1@313& to a group gaﬁhured 1n a
eauntry—sehenlhﬂuﬁa that rafarm aaulﬁ be aaaemplzahga as
lang ag Ieadsrn did not beaame apwils ar otfice.t A tealing |
er guilt daseamﬁeﬂ on him -~ 8 taaliag ﬂhiah he repellad
@nly iy saying to the aamp gﬁ@up; . | o
? \'?ny p&ap&u for ganeratieaa have haan tillars \
of the soil, T gﬁhava always been poor, ., , , It
seems s h@p@ieaa ing to fight the old organiza~
- tlons, with a1l their power snd meney. It can be
done, but 1% ¢an be done only by union among the
peor of every class. Bince coming to your State,
gince day before yesterday, my mind has been changed.
I suppose (to be perfectly candid) that my defeat
{gg ronmminatigﬁthad sag:th%nsuta g? wizghllbargliu*
me, ., . . n er ow I'm w rom
this time farward." "6 you
with Bwadiay '8 support of the f&rmars thus rehawud _
and later atr@ngthanaﬂ through his marriage with Iﬁa, ﬂar~
land completes the story on a note of high faith in victory
for the agrarian West. And even thia-zmagiaad vistory is

not clothed in superficiality. It is merely a vision of

151p14., p. 30, 161p1d., pp. 372-373.
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the success that might have resulted if the farmers in
‘browns, grays, drabs -- farmers whose ringars "were wurn to
the quick with husking"7 -- farmers with martgagad 1amﬂ and
bare hamaa -~ had had additional uniﬁx and. aargng%h 1n their
aaruggle againsﬁ m@napoly. The truth is, there ﬁwre not
enough warkars like Ida, wha, arter atﬁending a play 1n
mmahiagean, aaia to avadlﬁy:
| "I am cursed. I can't en| joy this 1ife any
more, because I can't forget those poor souls on
the lonely farm grinding out their lives in gloomy
- tell; I must go back and help them; I feel like &
- thief to bs enjoying this beauwtiful room, and these
playz &nﬁ soncerts, when they are shut out from thenm,

+ s« I've got to go right into your distriet
and pave tha waé for your re-election by the people's
party. « . .

In the novel as a whole Uarland maintains a true-to-
1ife pioture of the inadeguate atf@éta_éf agrérian forces,
lays bare » present filled with legislative sorruption, and
hopes for a future beset with sosial justice., Ne wrote the
stmry:hnr§iadly, aﬁafthaugh he himself later r@&iized he had
lecked artistry, hed included unnecessary political arguments,
and had stripped bara Bwaﬁlay'n end Jda's parsanalities, he
beliavud the work to be falthful in repreaanting the hard*
ahipa of many ﬁnausanaa of common folk. Hnst of his readers
yrebably join him in the latter holiaf, for 1ndeaﬁ his raal*
ism is valuable in describing the affaire of tha Grange and

the Alliamee and in presenting the state ar pelitieal

171p14., p. 369. 181v14., p. 384,
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corruption that was everywhere present 1n,the‘legialaﬁu?$a'
ar the pont-Civil-War era, e f
‘@Garland's remsining novelistic aceounts of the Mid~  ;<
western farmers are primarily works of the artist == not of
the reformer; they include Rose of Dutcher's Qgg;;g pube
lished in 1895, and two novelettes, giggmgwh,ggggg; 1893,
and Ihe Moccasirn ggghgb 1909,
 Written in Ohicago and Boston in 1802 and 1893 and recog-
nized as one of the books that halp&ﬁ antahliah 1ts author
firmly in 11tawa¢ura,19‘ggm~_¢g putcher's ghg;;x is "a real
portrait of a w&aaanain girl who, revolting against the
aaaaaloaa tail and hapelesa mﬂnaﬁaay of the 1life of & farw,
studies at the University of Wisconsin and geoes to Chicago,

trying to write."®0 It apparently does not have as its ob-
ject the rendering of local color or the illustration of so-
clial injustice but rather the revelation of a strong charec-
ter. local color, nevertheless, adds interest to the book,
and Garland himself ssid if it did not succeed as the "pic~
ture of an ambitious and self-reliant girl” in the early ex-
pansion of American womanhood, perhaps it would be "worth
preserving, as Henry James declared it to be, on the basis
of its truth to the life of the Middle Border in the late

lgvlanagan, op. ¢it., p. 265,
agﬁﬂiﬂn, S?_Eé m.; pb ﬂ-ﬁs.
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igighties and the early 'nineties."™l Here agein Garland
is & realist, and hie realism 1s evident in not only his
¢etar1ptibnn‘ar~mﬁaa*a childhood on the rara a£a of her
whole-souled and simple father, John Dutcher, but also in
his portrayal of Rese's life at the university and in his
deseription of the tumult and barrenness of Ohicago. .

Rose was only five wher her mother died, and after the
‘burial she turned more hungrily than ever before to the com-
panionship of her father, an industrious and fairly prosper-
ous farmer who was the original settler 1n~a,nma11“§aaliy
near the 1a ﬁ#@ﬁsa River in western Wisconsin., She rode in
the wheat fields with him, talked sagely about the orops
and the weather, and asked innumerable questions about the
waye of nature, Her 1ife was lonely, but still, says Gar=
land, she

lived the 1ife of the farm-girls in the seven great

Middie-West States. In summer she patted sway to

school, clad enly in a ginghem drsss, white, un-

trimmed cotton pantalets, and a straw hat that was

- made feminine by a band of gay ribbon., . , . She

went bare-footed snd bare~headed at will, and she

was part of all the sports. . . . Her face was

brown and red as leathey, and her stout little

hands were always covered with warts and good brown

earth, ., . ,23
She learned early how to curry the plough horses, how to
measure their osts, and how to stack their hay.

2lpceording to Gerland in his preface to Rome of
Duteher's Coolly, pp. 1x-x.

22pam1in Garland, Rose g{?;&&g&ﬁg;g_ﬁgeglz: pp. 12-13.
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. When a ¢ircus was announced for the nearest town, she
and 21l of her friends thrilled at the prospect of a gighﬁy
contrast to their slow and lonely lives., ﬁayn Garland:

. From the dust and drudgery of thelr farms the
farm boye dresmed and dreamed of the power and
- splendor of the pageantry., They talked of it each
Sunday night as they sat up with thelr sweethearts,
., The girls planned their dresses snd hats, and the
~lunch they gge to take, Ewnvything was avranggﬂ
waaku ahesd.

?h@ day of eelahwat&an rinally arriva&, apd at the circus
Roge saw grent‘tigera,:li@ns, and elephs

nts; she moved past
"shrieking tropical birds,” "grunting, wallowing beasts,”
ﬁééfF&h@tt&riag érawda,ar peagle,"aa ‘But one William De
Lisle, a world-femous leader in ground and lof ty ‘bumbling,
caught h@r dresmy eyes and became her ideal of *anhaad.farv
ygg»a to come, This ideal, in fact, believea Garland,,. |
g dmms s R

cape the gluteh of mere brute passion which seizes

80 many glrls at that sge, It 1ifted hey and devel-

oped her.<5 | |

Nat 1ang ﬁheraartar as Rose aat in the aqualid little“,
uehaalhause in Dutcher's coolly, Dr., Thatcher, a physician
rram H&aisan_and.a former coolly resident, came for a visit,
end as Garland lets the reader follow him into the school,
he gives a down-to-earth description of the Midwestern com=
munity ¢antar"af education, "The ocurtains, of a character-
less shade,” he says,

23&—-' A.i‘dw D 36f | QM. bid., p. bk,
251p1d., p. 52.
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the battered maps, the scarred and seratehed blacke
boards, the patched, precarious plastering, the worn
floor on which the nalls and knots stood like minis~
ture mountains, the lopsided seats, the master's
hacked, unpainted pine desk, dark with dirt and
polished with dirgy hands, 8ll seemed as familiay
as his own face.2 | SR
~As Dr. Thateher sat and visited, he caught Rowe looking
2t him, and when recess came, he listened to her timxd 1pe
qulry about the difficulty of getting into the university
at Madison, Strsightway he was impressed, and before he
left the coolly, he visited John Iutcher to tell him it was
"a strong point" in his danghter's favor to want to attend
the university. Dutcher, who, as well as Rose, had a quiok
imagination, "felt alveady the loss of his girl, his daily
companion,” and recalled that she "fused to zit and follow
out lines on the maps when she wasn't knee~high to a 'ta~
Ler h"“'?? o
Rose soon made plans to attend the near~by preparatory
school at Siding, and her father promised they would see
ab@ut'361ng”ta'tha university when the time ceme. "Thence-
forward,” Garland points out,
the world begen to open to Rose, FEvery sign of
spring was doubly significant; the waym sun, the
passing of wild fowl, the first robin, the green
grass, the rall of the frost, all appealed to her
wlth a power which transcended words., All she did

during these days was pregaratian for her great
sareer beyond the Ridge.2 o

26—% bigus P« 56: QTuhill ﬁ‘ 58‘
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Most of the girls Rose knew “"were precccious in the di-
‘rection of marriage,'29 married early, and aeani“éeganérétad
into sallow and querulous wives af»si@vamly,~¢avél¢ss\hns~‘
bands."30 But 1life was to mesn more to Rose, for, as Gar-
land imegines, "her mind was 1like a gieaa ﬁt inconceivably
intricate machinery, full of latent anﬁ,eamplisaﬁed,m@t&ani”3l
Despite her shyness, her determination led h@r4ﬁaAenﬁar the
grest University of Wisconsin, and there .

& word, a touch, and it [her mind] set to werk, and
out of its working some fine inner heat and glow de~
veloped which chenged the whole mental and physical

equllibrium of her nature and she becauwe something
else, finer, more mysterious, an more alluring -~

though this she did not realize,3?
8he scquired friends emong both students and ﬁeaﬁhers,
cheered with the leaders, studied hard, snd finelly experi-
enced the sweet sadness of graduatibn. -

When, therefore, she returned to her father and to the
new home that he hsd built to surpriaa and attract her, she
caﬁla not be content with the pettiness of coolly life,
Talking with her former roommste, Josie, she said:

"I want to know the men who think the great

thoughts of the world, . , . I want to forget my-

self in work of some kind, . , , I can't gtand these

little petty things here in this valley; these women

drive me orazy with thelr talk of butter and eggs
‘and made-over bonnets, "33 | - |

291p1a., p. T0. | 30zbid., p. T1.
311pid., p. 109, 321p14,
331v14., p. 145,
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Indeed, there wae no stimulus for Rose in the surroundings
of the coolly or in the 1n%ellentma1\p¢var§y of her rathﬁr'a
new home, “John Tuteher read little, sven of palitiaairk»”
newspapers, and magazines werse quite outside his experimen-
tal knowledge, "3} says Garland. And as for the life in the
eoolly: ,
weeuiest Tod Soahaliias Sk got dimmet, aas sveeo
and mend, and get supper, and so on and on t1ll you

rotted, like a post stuek in the mud. Her soul would
wither in suveh a_life, . . . Bverything was against

rer higher self 35 _

Faﬁing this»aiﬁhatian, therefore, and aﬁ the prense of
almost breaking her father's heart, sbe went to Chicago, &
eity of mighty buildings, "gas-vomiting chimneys,” squalid
streets -- a strange place where she had to succeed., Through
the help of friends there she becams acquainted with a few
graclous people, among whom was Warren Mason, 2 newspaper
man -~ drifting, cynical, disillusloned, &hﬁ knew Mason
first in the role of a critic who represented Garland as he
advised her to burn the old verse and essays sh@khaa wriﬁten
under the direction of teachers who admirved imitativeness
rather than ereativensss. Stralghtway she did throw away
her 01d writing; akmvfell.in love with Mason; and she lived
in Chicago through é’yaar of uncertainty., 8he never ceazed,
however, to remember her father "with eyas‘dimmad’bygth$ '
harsh winds, the dust, end the glowing sun,” a kind man who

341p14., p. 137. 351b1d., p. 148,
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spent "long, dull days wandering about the house and bharn,
going to bed garly in order to rise with the sun, to begin
ﬁhe‘aame grind of duties the day fallowing."36 In fact,:
one time she said to Isabel Herrick:

' "Po you know how my father earns the money which
1 spend for board? He gets up im the morning, be-

' fore anyone else, to feed the cattle and work in the
garden and take care of the horses, He wears old,
faded ¢lothes, &nd his hands are hard agd era@kmﬂ,
anﬁ tremble when he raiaaa his t&a -~ I

‘ vaw1111ng to spend more of hex fathar's money and seelng
no way to suucgad in Chicage, Raga returned h@mﬁ againfat
the ana'af thekyear. Phis time, however, she was té see
thé'cﬁally through new eyea, for maaun'a‘adviee,ktégethér
with her year in the city, had changed her;

Indeod her joy of the country aa&m&d doubled
by her winter in the eity. . . . In the dayes which
followed, rhymes formed in her mind updn subjects
hitherto untouched by her literary perception.
Things she had Imown all her life, familiar plants,
flowers, trees, etc,, seemed haloed all at once by
a supernatural radiance, . ., .

8he trazced out every path whereln her feet had
trod as & c¢hild, and , . ., the restless vigorous ‘
heart of the girl felf the splendid peace which
comes when the srtlst finds et last the form of art
which 1s verily his,38

In the meantime Warren Mason apent r@aﬁlgas days con=~
sidering marriage and the prahability of interrupting Rose's

garger., He finally gurvived reaaan, haw@var, mailad R@&e a

351@&@,, p. 262, 371ibid., p. 282,
381p14., pp. 327-328.
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generous proposal, and was Joyfully accepted by her, There-
after he visited the Dutcher home, and in one of thavlﬁst*'

  mnved to deep pity as Rose and Mason came asross Jth,'
Dutcher sitting "before his bees in the ripe bloom of the
grass"39 weeping for his lost daughter, one whom he adaeatéd
out of his own sphere of life.

W. P, Trent in 1896 wrote of this nevel of frank realism
and drew a conclusion that, perhaps, is as sccurate as any,
He reviewed Garland's artistic portrayals, recalled the
scene of Dutcher's weeping, and said:

It 1s because Mr. Garlsnd has drawn this char-
agcter and conceived this scens, becanse in his de-
soriptions he shows that he possesses the eye of a
naturalist and the imagination of a poet, because he
has a direct and vigorous style which is not without
originality and charm, and, lastly, becsuse he is mo
sincerely honest in the methods and purposes of his
art that I regaga,thim story of Western life as . . .
good in itself 0

Probadbly, too, it may be seen that Garland, in 1ifting Rose
above the masses, gives a better insight into the 1mpavéﬁ*
ished, monotonous life of the average Midwestern farm girl
than he realized. Rose, in the first place, did not belong
to a shallow-thinking class of women whe inhabit both town
and country; yet, whatever progress she made in both intel-

lectual and professional development was inevitably ealaréd

39p1d., p. 347.

*Ow, P. Trent, "Mr. Hemlin Garland's Few Novel,” The
m@maq: II (Fﬁhl‘ﬂ&l‘y, 1896)) 513,
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by the meager flnances and toilsome life of her father -- &
Midwestern farmer. And ﬁhis truth Garland's reéliam plaihé
1y canveyé, | o

The two remaining works, The Moccasin Ranch and A Little
Norsk, are both stories of the Dekots prairie in the dbéadé!

btefore 1890 -~ a time when many people migrated from the 0ld
Northwest to the virgin seils of the prairis states; each
depicts loneliness, a harsh climate, and a shanty-confined
pepulatien.al |

- With 1%s setiing around Boomtown, Dakota, in 1883, The
Mocoasin Ranch 1s vividly deseriptive of the prairie settle-
hsnt in whieh "the pressure of loneliness and poverty"#g
coupled with Blanche Burke's admiration of men %o result in
her desertion of Willard Burke and her escape from the farm.
Farly in‘xarch,>na11ey,managar of the "Moggason R&n@h“g3

$1a 1 ttle‘agps possesses cherscters davelapad with a
1ittle more finesse n those of The Moo , and it
alone shows the prablema of rorsign za#'gvan a' dren
left as orphans on the bleak, dry Dakots prairia. Bince he
Hocgag;n aneh, however, gives a fuller pleture of the set-

ement o, prairie farmer, 1t instead of A ;@&tl& gprgg
has been chosen for our detalled dlscussion.

423mm11n Gerland, The Moccasin Ranch, p. 109.

43A1tzmgh Garland chose to use "moccasin” in the title
of The Mocecasin Ranch, he does not use the word in his text
or give any exp anaz'an for his cholce, He uses "moggason"
four times in the narrative, two times with gquotation marks
and two times without, but he offers no msaning for it and
shows no ralatien b@twaan it and "moccasin.” Two of his ref-
erences to n@ggasan conecern the name of the community store
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store and post office, and Jim Rivers, a pepular_lawyar and
land egent in Boomtown, écaempaniadkcha Burkaélaa_thay aaré
ried their 1ﬁnh¢r and household gaeds'frbm’xliinuxu into
"the lanﬂ ef'ths atraadlsubug' -~ the squatters' watch deg
- three baarda pailed tegathar (lika a sta@k af aymy mus~ o
knta) to mark a alaim.“%“ Much of the Dakota land had not
yot baen reached by gavarnnant aurvay@ra, but still eager
aattlara puahaﬂAan, bullt thqir shanties, aad planmmﬁ to
file their claims upon tha:aamimg of the sury@y@ta,vror, as
Garland says, "the piles of yellow lumber and the straddle-
buaa 1naraaaed 1n number as they [the Burkaa) 1ert the sur-
vayed 1and and emsrgsa into the rinar tract uhiah lay as
yvt unmappeﬁ.““5 Burke grew anxieua, hawavwr, as he drava
alfmg, for, g@tt:lng "a sudden seme of th«r 1anelmesn and
rawness of this new 1&»&,““6 he wondered how Blanehs would
be iapraaaeﬂ.

The first night was spant at Balley's a%@ra, where
Blanche prepered the meal for her group and a rew athara who
had qama also in search of new ‘homes. When ab@ bid tham come
to supper, a&yﬂ)@arland,

of the Dakota setilement, and two others a?parently a@aaarn‘,
a portion of the landscape;: he speake of "dueks quacking
down in the 'ﬂagg&san,*“ p. 163 "the ‘Moggeson Ranch' , . .
store and shanty," p. 18; the swerming of "land-seekers
about the Moggason ﬁanah,” p. 243 and the ice breaking "up
on the H@ggasan," p. 25, ‘

445@m&1n Garland, The Mocgasin Ranch, p. 5.
A51p14., p. 6. 461p1d., p. 10,
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the tlred freighters gladly 414 as they were bid,
and, scooping up some water from a near-by hollow
- on the sod, hurriedly washed thelr faces and sat
down to a supper of ahoppe& potatoes, bacon and
- eggs, and taa '+ « » in such joy as only the weary
w@rknr knews. ¥y |
o Blanaha an thia niahh was in high apirita, fer ”tha novelty
af the ﬁrip, tha Pnﬁa shanty with its 11%%&? of ahavinga,
ana 1%& b@xaa far shairs, %he bunﬂlaa of hay’rom bwda,
gave her aomathing like the aama pleasure a pianie mxght
have dﬂne."“a othars in tha erawd, too, were happy, far,
thinking et the wueéed land ﬁh&y had eleared 1n the Eaat,
thay now rejained as thay entarad 8 level lanﬁ “uhiah w@uldn'
take a man'a 1ifetime to grub out aad am@ath dawn w9
The next day Bwrka and;Bailey uvrknd swiftly wa build
a lietic eabin.un Burke's alaim, and Garland, 1a dasaribing
thn hurriea aansﬁruetion of ths hmma, p@inta out that Blanahe
wateheﬂ ﬁham while
swif%ly %ha roof closed over her head, snd the flaar
crept under her feet. The stove came in, and the
flour barrel, and the few household articles which
they had brought followed, and as the sun was set-
ting they all gat down to suppsr in her new neme.50
A new state was in ita‘raw bsginning,‘amd ﬁhﬁ reader
cannot fail o sense the movement as Garland says:
A1l &gea and sexes came to take claims, 0ld

- men, alone and feeble, school teachers from the
- Rast, yaung girls from the towns of the alﬁar

“9;&1&!., Pe 13. 50.1....%1&" P. 22"
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sounties, boys not yet of age -~ everywhere incoming
claimants were setting stakes upon the green and
beautiful sod. . , .
. Everybody was in a heliday mood, Han_uhiaﬁlaé
and sang and shouted and tolled, , . . They sank
wells and ploughed gardens and ., , . yet the whole
settlement continued to present the carefree manners
of a great pleasur& rarty. \ L
Immigran&a daid not aensist solely of Amerlcans, aithar, for
people from everywhere flocked in to settle; ﬂ?remgﬁlaaaa |
and lerraine, from the North Sea, from Ruesia, from the
Alps, they came, and their faces shons as if they had hap-
pened upon the springtime of the world, ., . ."52 They
built homes aa.ﬁaan‘as they could, but at first under thelr
 hands only “"straddle-bugs" appeared. These "bugs,’ however,
"withered" in less than sixty days and were replaced by
shacks -~ shacks that everywhere were the symbols of poor
but happy b@ginnars‘, An @arlandiin tones of realiamnaays:
They were all alike, these shacks, They had
roofs of one slant. They were built of rough lumber,
and roofed with tarred papar, which made 211 food
taste of tar,
They were dens but 1little higher than a man's
hezd, and yet they sheltered the mngt jeyﬁus people
that ever pet foot to earth, . . .5
They no doubt, too, were hot and crowded, but their owners
lived happily, for some day they hoped to uild bigger homes,
Bailey's store in the meantime became the center of socizl

life for the settlement, for there the people went each day

51}.?%.&@-: pp. 24-25, 5%@1&1, ’ p«_ga.‘
531M§.3 Ps 291@
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when ﬁhay saw the flag holsted to signify the arrival of the
mall, Two othar eventful times of the wﬁek were tha days
Jim Rivars brought supplies from Beo&zawn, tharaby giving
the women exauaes ta dress in their daintiaat alathes, as-

: anmz the graaea of their Eastern homes, and gathsr en ﬁ&use
at the store ta buy auppliaa. The trips to get’ ths mail,
buy grauaries, and meet the other settlers, 1n faa&, heeaﬁa
alm@st a neuasaity for these women who, before Iaag, grew
waary in their "sun-smit" cabins,

R with the aeming of kugust the settlers began to lang
rar rain to save their erops, but ‘the enly answer to thair
langing wBs & baraaae -~ 8 atarm charaeteviaﬁic af the
prairia country, And the suthor writes graphiaally af the
apgr@aahing diaaa&er as he says:

Far away wAS hearﬁ a eantinu@as, ataaﬂy, low~

keyed, advancing bum, like the rushing of wild

horses, thelr hoof-beats lost in one mighty,

throebbing, tumultuous roar; then s deeper darkness

cagle ‘Tne tornado was upon them S L o
The lightning troke forth, the wind and thunder became deaf-
ening, and when finally the tempest was cheated, the tar
paper was torn from the roofas of many ¢abine, while nearly
all the shanties were surrounded with water,

By November "the vast, treelems level, so allwring in
May and June, had become an oppressive weight to those most
sensitive to the weather." Winter became a dreaded enemy

%1p1d., ». 57. 551bid., p. 68.
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to the squatters, many of whom had by this time spent their
last dollar, and depopulation soon baganx "one by-enﬁ'thgk
huts graw~wnokeieea'and gllent . . . "; the lénd ﬁf'ﬁE¢
“straddla-bug beceme "a menseing desert, hard ag 1ren, p1t1~
less as ice, n56

Only a few familiea, 11ka the Bu»kﬁs, remained.
ss tha wind taak dominion over the lonely women t@ wear but

" thelr souls "with its melancholy moanings and its vast anﬁ

wordless sighﬁ,“ Blanoche spent hours by the window gamiag
at the moveless sod, listening to the wind-voices."ST She
sensed that emigration had been a bitter misteks, and at the
same time, she sald to Burke: “*@har&*a ﬂ@th1ng=1@?# £&£5"
ﬁn but Just freege or starve. What 4id we ever leava Il~'
1inois for, anyway?'"58 Burke himself feolt %he manaaa af
the desolate, wild prairie, but haviﬁg no congeption of
"the tumuli of ragrat and despair which filled his wife's
mind, "59 he made no reply and Lence left her bitterness to
increase as she faced ”a 1ang and éusalate winter” in th&ir
"aquat, low haval n60 | |

| rnsambar finally aama, bringxng\wintar with appalling
fury, Burke's Fpoar old team aauld no longer raea the ealﬁ
wind without danger ﬁf'rreaaing,”»tha f#mil& "lived on.

561pid., p. 70. | | 57;;9;_@., 5. 71.
581bid., pp. 72-73. | 591bid., p. 78.

601131&- s Ds 79.
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boil@ﬁ potatoes and bacon, suffering 1ikw prisoners ~~’w ,
jailed innaeenﬁly, Burke himself ”hﬁvarad about the utavn,
feeding 1t twiaued bundles of hey, " and B&anaha aawerad in
har ehair, paeul&nt and ungeneraus."§1 %ﬁa deapaning wmntar,
the snow, and the nevar«raating winds at las% drove B&aneha
to anger, and she burst out: "'De you know we haven't got
ten pounds of flﬁur in the house? And'anauher‘biisiarﬁ
likely? And no butﬁsr emm-? Wimt y' goin! ‘Ba do? Lﬁt
me starve?'"62 patiently Burke set out to a neigh‘bm"a
house to borrow supplies, but his affort@ were now in vaia.
'Jim Rivers, the father of Blanche's expected child,
" called while Bnrka‘waa away, and he, realizing hia‘land‘~
¢cleims were nallmnggé werth*whila,‘apsapad with Blanche inta
tﬁg icy, snow~filled prairie winds, planningmaanﬁhile'ta
care for her 1& more pleasant ;urrgunﬁin@a. rﬂﬁa Journey,
however, was ‘delayaﬁ a few days by the fourth blizzard .a_f
the month -- a Elizzarﬁ that ene‘almest feels &s in the fi-
nel chapters he raads Garl&nd's vivid deseription., The
two escapees fonnd shelter in Baliley's store, which, for~
tunately, was strmng enough to stand, and on the first
night, says Garland: |
_ Whﬁ‘starm steadily incressed. Its lashings
of sleet grew each hour more furious, . ,
1sy dust came 1in arcound the stovepipe and fell in
a fine shower down upon Bailey's hends, fell with

a faintly stinging touch, and the cirela warmth
about the fire grew less wide each hour, 6

6,11’1)1&‘, v. 87. 63;;'&1&&., pp. 88-89.
631b1d0; p- 113‘
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On the second day, likewise,
the warring ‘winds howled on, The eye could net
. penetrate the vells of snow which streamed tlwrough
the alr on level lines. The powdered ics rose from
the ground in waves which buffeted one snother and
fell in spray, only to rise again in ceaseless, tu-

multuous action. There was no sky and no searth,. 6l

Fvarythins 8114, sifted, drifted, or madly swirled,
And even during the second night

 the implaeabla winds still) rushed and warred, and

‘beat and ¢lamored, shrieking, walling, like voices

from hell. The snow dashed like surf against the

walls. It seemed to cut off the 1little cabin from

the rest of ﬁgﬁ world and to dwarf all human action
; like the sea. ,
The great strength of the storm, in fact, finally halpad
Balley regain his perspective, and on the third day he, see-
ing that lovers woﬁld be lovers, withdrew the th:aat of
death he had held ave: Rivers and bid God's speed to the
parting couple as the storm subsided.

The harshness of the climate and the lonsliness and
poverty of Blanche's life were not entirely responsible
ra# har desertion of Burke, but th@y; indeed, as we sense
from Garland‘'s graphic writing of Dakota, were highly con-
tributory. The Moccasin Ranch gives us thus not only a
clear insight into some of the Midwestern farmers' social
and economic problems, but it gives as well pletures of a
land respanaibié for these problems. And,thafaﬁthbm's real-

ism again is his most valuable instrument.
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“' Garlsnd's farm novels on the ﬁh@le, therefore, ave -
mainly works mf‘realiam,‘bﬁt‘anly'halfiéf:hhaﬁ were writ-
ten by an artist, anﬁkaanaeqnentlythg:aaﬁire gﬁﬁup 1&'&@&
ﬁg well lmown or valued as 1t might be, A Bpeil of afggea
was hestily written, and Jason Edwards and A Member of the
Third House were hastily transferred from dremas. These

three @arly'writings; in addiﬁien, were ﬁen@eived 1n'rn‘ewa

1anwh1@h “writara were exhorted to abandon purely aesthstie
‘,conceptians of art“ in behalf of a fight for "economic eman=
@1pation of whiﬁe warknra,” and ennsaﬁuamtly tha ravelatien
in them 1is 1argaly e fight prcaeﬁuted with mueh of hhe sam@
type of zeal whish a few ﬂgcadas earlier had characterized
anti-slavery writers, "0 Wheaa‘navala were pr#ﬁﬁaad also
in an era of sclentific determiniem, and henoe the way was
open for the author to expose the evil practices of legie~
lators and monopolists as well as to declare war on needless
pa#arty. The central theme of all thrse is ahewn};tharaf@re,
mat in the artistie manner of a writer but in the ugly blunt-
ness of a refsrmaw, A §§§~L of Of ngégg:parhapa‘is the ﬁoét 
natural in iﬁs ravelahiana, but suill 1it, by n@ m&a&s, 15 |
free of unnseesaary barsness.,

The other three novels of the group Garland wrote aftar
1890, snd by this tim@{apparently his thesis was no longer

1‘gﬁfx:l_emndar ﬁawie, The ﬁéﬁ.. ..2, EE—
p. THh.
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one of reform, The last wave of the Populist revelt hﬁa
died down, and he, the son of the older agra&ian,indivxdﬁaiﬁ
istlc America, had, says Parrington, already outlived his
day.67 He needed an adequate inpcome, oo, says Taylar,58
and hﬁnee'raf'§hssa or other reasons Rose of Dutcher's
£oolly, The Moocesin Rasnoh, snd A Little Norsk are artistic-
ally superior and far more interesting than the first three,
In them Garland is concerned ahiafiy with realistic de~
seriptions and situatiﬁﬁa 11lustrative of soolal and economic
problems of the Midwestern farmers. His Rose and John
Dutoher and his Blanche Burke, t0o, are delinested with more
finesse than the characters of his first novels, and thereby
aem#thiﬂg invaluaﬁlé 1s added to materisl otherwise impor«
tant only as a sum of sosial and economic conditions, Per-
haps Garland in these writings more than in some others has
presented conditions that inevitably make interesting char-
acters, Could he not have continued to write other novels
in the same vein? If he had, perhaps more could be said in
favor of Garland the novelist.

6Tyernon louis Parrington, The Bep
:"_”__g pg 4 e

68payior, op. git., p. 175.




CEAPTER V
GARLAND AND BIS AUTOBIOGRAPHIES

~/With the defeat of William Jennings Bryen and the Popu-

ocratic fusion in 1896, there was, says Parrington,
direct evidence that the agrarian revolt in America had
failed, and Garland, then finding himself s man without a
sountry, "en alien in an 1nﬁuaﬁria1isiag,&xaar,ﬂl-an avthor
in need of money,? turnsd primarily to the West, to Colo-
rado, and to the Yukon territory to seek material for his
writing.3 1In 1898, just before he left for e trip through
British Oolumbia, however, he began to dictate "Qrant Mo«
lane," a maauaafiy%-whian was intended to be sn sccount of
the pioneer life of the Garland family in Wisconsin and
Iowa, and after "his long and somewhat fu@ilalmamblea“n’
through the West, he returned to the Niddle Border to begin
o series af'ﬁﬁ%abi@gwaph&sg -« g writing that on the whole
wis to be his Pinest contribution to American literature.”
His radical convictions of the late eighties and sarly

lparrington, ep. git., pp. 299-300,

2gayior, op. git., p. 175.

Sparrington, op. git., p. 300.

%1v1d. ®Ibid.

102



103

nineties, as before mentioped, had weakened, and consequent~
1y he could now sit in the subdued light of reminiscence to
record accurately uha aagial‘hiatqry»af a‘gemeratiéawswmpt
across the wastern prairies, ‘

"Actually he completed eight volumes of mnt@biﬁgﬁépﬁ?}ﬁ
but the ones that concern us primarily in this sﬁudyara‘ﬁhe
four which, as Quinn says, “form an epic of migration, of
struggle and discouragement, of the conquest of unfriendly
nsture, and of human indifference,"’ These, of éaursei-ana
A Bon of the Middle Border, 1917; A Pmughter of the Middle
Border, 1921; Irail-mekers of the Middle Border, 1926* a.nd
zﬁﬁﬁﬁiaﬁ&kéwwﬁ,ﬁaﬁﬂ.ﬁu. Middle Border, 1928.

 Despite the erder of compositien, Trall-mekers of the
Middle Border is the introduction to the long Garland-Mc-
Clintook saga, but, ss its naﬁé suggests, it is not the heart
of the narrative., It carries the fictitious name of Graham
for the author's father, Richard, and proceeds to tell his

story from his boyhoed days on a stony Maine farm, through
his ploneer days in Wisconsin, until his return from the
Civil war, Naturally its situations have not been sxperi-
enced by the suthor, who shows an insbility to "get inside"

the ¢haracters,but it, nevertheless, is an interesting

| 5?our at ﬁavland'a valvmwa of auﬁahiagraphy, Roads
‘g 1 O Jomp 1 ' M Prail 1931’ Fntans

ely h ] rthors and frie ds; thaj,make a1~
moat po direct reference to the au%har's experience of farm
life.

7 ,
Quinn, eop. ¢it., p. 459.
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agricultural baskground for the era succeeding the Clvil o
War,

Garland, no doubt, heard his mother and father tell .
often of their early days in Wisconsin, and with some de-~
gree of reality he, too, hiés told of the farming there in
the late fiftiee., In every climate for thousands of years,
grain was beaten or trampled out of its siraw, but in the
late fifties, a wonderful new invention, a horsepower =
threshing mechine, was being heralded. And speaking of the
effect of the machine in Wisconsin, Garland says:

" The arrival of the machine bred a delightful
bustle in every ferm-~house and consternation in

every hen-rooat, for threshers were not only wel-

come visitors but guests of honor, . . .

© 'Phe wives ¢f the farmers enjoyed the coming of
~ the machine even though it ceused a press of work,

for it breught into their lonely livee & day of so-

clal stir, Neighbors' girls came in to help, and

"Phrashing® was almost as joyous as a barn-ralsing

or a husking-bes. |
The horse-drawn mower was also replacing the old-fashioned
réaping hook, grain on the new soil was standing “bwaaaﬁ«
high te the rsayars,“g and Biahara.zin‘spiﬁw of long hours
of labor, was feeling sxultent. S

He took under mortgsge 8 quarter-section of land in
Green's coolly, end spurred on by the faith of his bride,
Isabel, paid off the mortgage before he went to war in 1863,

Bjamlin Garlend, Trail-makers of the Middle Border,
pp. 202-203. abaes zdor

9Ivid., p. 204,
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His fresh enthusiasm end love for his work ¢an easily be
s86n as we read, for instsnce, Garland's description of his
sowing, Says the author;

~ The mechanical seeder had not yet been imagined,
and Richard's skill in broadessting seed was in
high demand. To see him marching with steady
stride, maintaining an unswerving course , . .

- wae to wltness a noble action. Pixing his eyes on
a ptake at the farther side of the field, . . . he

 strode erectly, the wheat falling from his hand
with sueh fine precision thet no barren stresks
could afterwards develop,lO |

1t was customary for the men in this new land to "change
work" to get seed sown, houses bulls, barns raised, snd
graln harvested, but the women worked steadily to themselves,
Their toil, nevortheloss, like their husbsnds', was that of
gailay»alavas,'fbr as Garland aayavafixaabal;

as;eaak;_téiiﬁ#.;gpi&nar,'khittér, and housekeeper,

her days were full. 8She carded wool, spun yarn,

knlt socks, made jackets, trousers, gowns, bon- o

nets, butter, sausage, rag carpets, quilts, ¢andles,

and sauerkraut, BShe churned butter, dried fruilt,

and pieked chickens, 8She had no sewing-machine,

no help of any kind, and though seldom called upon

%o milk cows, sha,gid most. of the churning and some

of the gardening.l o :
Toil, however, was remunerative, for the price of wheat, in
spite of the enlarged acreage, rose steadily, the Grahams'
tiny cottage and land were soon free af\dabﬁ,,ana ds Richard
left his family of four %o join the Union army, hope abounded
everywhere for the future of the wheat grower. The remainder

101b14., p. 248, | 111p14., p. 253,
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of the story 1s to be secen in the second and most delineative
volume of the epic, o
‘Begun 28 "Orant Molane” in 1898 and published serially
as “"Sons of the Middle Border" in 1913, the pecond velume
of @arlanﬂ'é au§cbiogfaph1ea1\narraﬁive was first veleased
as A Son of the Middle Berder by tha'macmﬁian-campany;m,
1917. This werk is, in truth, the hisbory of an Amsrican
 boy bern 1n 1860 ~~ the suthor's view of himself and of the
1ife he encountered as one erz after another of American
progress gave way to 1%ts successor, o
Among Garland’s earliest recollections i the return
of his father from the army in 1865, end soon after that
event, the Garland famlily set out to visit in Grandfather
MeClintook's house, ,xn reaalliag‘the trip, the author says;
In those dsys people did not "eall," they went
"visitin',” The women took their kmitting and e
stayed all the afternoon and sometimes all night, .
Ro one owned & carrisge, TFach family jJourneyed in a
heavy farm wagon with the father and mother riding
high on the wooden spriaﬁ seat while the children -
Jounced up and down on the hay in the bottom of the
box or clung desperately to the side~boards to keep
- from being jolted out, In«sugh wise we started on
- our trip to the MoClintecks?!, 12 o .
The MoClintock's, 1ike ﬁhe.earlaﬁda'and #haix’athsrﬂna»‘
tive American néighb@rs, weré.hard»wmmking and poor but hos~
ﬁitable. Eheir~ﬁain pleasure came from aawpsiiﬁicn in their

wbrk, for ass Garland'saya, ”reaping'wns 8 g&mé, huskiasvearn

2Hamlin Gerland, A Son of the Middle Border, pp. 1¥-15,
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8 test of endurance and skill, threshing a 'bee.' ,Iﬁ was_a
Dudley sgainst a MeClintock, a G1lfsllan against a Oar-
lapd, . . .“;3 At harvest time especinlly, aa»b@ﬁa&e_#ha:,

Clvil War, "life was a feagt,"ia because then k&é ngighbara
seme in to help, pleasing axait#ﬁant filled the air, and
compensation ﬁaa found for all extra laber,

‘The Bible and the Farmer's Annual wers about the only
books in the Garland home, and in the Roche home, where the
nelghborhood school was held, books also were s scarcity,
Education, in fact, was a premium, ss Garland indicates when
he says: 3

My sister and I jointly possessed a very limp and
soiled cloth edition of "Mother Goose." Our stories
‘all eame to us by way of the conversation of our
‘elders. No ome but grandmother Garland ever delib-
erately told us a tale -~ except the hired girls,
and thelr romances were of such dark and gruesome
texture that wa_a{ten went to bed shivering with
fear of the dark,15 o

All the homes of the valley were equally barren.

Turing the pummer of his eighth yesr, Hamlin himself
took part in haying and harvest, and afterward, he says, it
seems as if he were made onme of the ragﬁl&r_ha&ﬁs as he “"rode
old Josh for the hired man to plow corn, and also guided the
lead horse on the old MoCormick resper,"l6

©  Rach year some farmers, of course, got the thresher

earlier than others, but "a good part of every man's fall

1pad., p. 21, 141pia., p. 31.
151p1d., p. 68. 161014., ». 48,
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activitiee consisted in 'changing works' with his neighbors,
thus laying up a stock of unpaild labor ageainst the home
jab;“17_~Whiia Richard Garland helped his neighbors all
through the autumn monthe, “"the ceaseless ringing bum end
the bow-ouw, ouw-woo, boo-oo-oom of the great balance wheels
on the separator and the deep bass purr of its cylindsr
could be heard , ., . like the droning song of some sullen
aﬁé'gig&ntié‘aﬁtumnal‘ingeaﬁ‘“la FPinally the machine ar-
rived at the Garland farm: S I
We were swakened at dawn by the ringing bast

of the iron msuls as Frank and David [MeClintook)

drove the stakes to hold the "power" to the ground.

The rattle of trace chains, the ¢lash of iron rods,

the elang of steel bars, Intermixed with the lsughter

of the men, came sharply through the fresty air, and

the smell of sizzling sausage from the kitchen warned

uayﬁhatk?ur busy mother was hurrying the breakfast

b arward , ¢ 9 ‘ ‘ »
The mechine in those deys wee either a "J. I, Case” or a
"Ruffalo Pltta,™ and it was moved by five pairs of horses
attached to 2 "power" staked to the ground. The driver,
who stood on & square pladtform above the “power," was &
grand figure in the eyes of Hamlin, to whom threshing still
was "all poetry." At meal time the hunger of the threshing
hands was plainly evident, for Garland recalls:

The men came in with a2 rush, and took seats

wherever they could find them, and their attaock
~ on the boiled potatoes and chicken should hzve been

171p14., p. 50. 181p14,
191p1d., . 52,
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appalling %o the women, but it was not, They one
joyed seeing them eai. Bd Green was pr@digi@ua.~
One cut at a big potato, followed by two stabbing
motions, and it was gone, -~ Two biteg laid a leg
.. of chicken as bare as a. slaae peneil .20
;- When the evening meals were over and the cows were
milked, Hamlin's father and his uncles talked often, inm
1868, of the West and of moving. They, tired of a hilly, i
stumpy country, bad heard of a level wheat land wherse "'s
threshing machine would pay wonderfully wall,'“gl and they
were sager to go to it. In Pebruary, 1869, therefore, the
Garlands 4id leave Wisconsin for a farm near Hesper, Iowa,
and in 1870 they purchased a quarter-section of land in
Mitchell County near the town of Osage. The latter site
was to be their home until they joined the rush of land seek-
ers for South Dakota in 1880, and it was during the ten-year
stay on this Yowa farm that Hamlin emerged from the age of
dreaming to meet the prose as well as the poetry of life,
At firgt the tep-year-old boy was elated over being a
plowman, but before long he grew weary, as we can see when
the author says: ,
It wae not a chore, it was & job, It meant
moving to and fro hour after hour, dey efter day,
- with no one to talk to but the hﬁrnaa. It meant
trudging eight or nine wmiles in the forenoon and as

many more in the afternaan, with less than an h@ur'
off at noon,22 o |

207p1d., p. 55. 2l1p1d., p. 62.
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The soll waas the smooth dark sandy loam that Richard Garland
had been aaaking, anﬁ as Hemlin trudged on at hiaAﬁagk; ha
amug ed hi#a@lf kyﬂwhistling,'singing,-&nﬁ aaﬁnting the
prairie chickens that ran through the stubble in search of
food. ®m aﬁr%&in days, however, nothing could amuse the
youngstey, for, a&s the auvthor vividly reeallss . B

: Flurrles of snow covered me with clinging

flakes, and the mud "gummed" my boots and trouser

legs, clogging my steps., . . . I suffered from cold

end loneliness ~- all sense of being a man @vaparatad‘

- I was Jﬁa% a little boy, longing for the leisure of
~ boyhood 23

The Gﬁrlandé5 furniﬁﬁre, like that of other middlé bop-
der dwellera, "was af the rudest amv%" their h@usa was 2
mere shanty'davoié of gxgaa; their clothing was “all 3heap
and 111 fitting."?¥ And as for eauaamn, 1% again, as in
mﬁa@ahsin, was ﬁegiaeted.v iny when the a@il‘waa frozen
in wiﬁter did young BRamlin havé tire to read or piay, but
than, says he, ”Ebuepapara, whmther old or aaw, or pasted
on the wall or piied up in the attic, -- anything in print
was uunderful.”ﬁi 'Thm sehaﬁlhauaa was pobt & place ta attraat
even @Garland, far, as he says, this "barren temple" was "@n
the bare prairie « + « BDA like thausaadﬁ of other aimilar
buildings in ths'wast, had pot a leaf to shade it in summer
nor a branch to break the winds of savage winter,"26 1te
lack of charm, nevertheless, wae the factor thet turned

231bid“l p't 83; Eq’&m‘ -S4 P' 92‘
251vid., p. 89. 261p14., p. 95.
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 Hamlint's attention to his resders and later caused him to
b&-abligaté& to Professor MeQuffey for the “"dignity end 1&#*
erary grace of his selections, "/

And the schoolhouse, too, blesk as 1t was, was the site
of the community revivals, The first winter the Garlands
wore in Mitchell County, in fact, the suthor recalls that
the revival, becoming the theater for the nelghborhood,
caused daneing and merrymeking to cease for the time, while
"the evangelist, one of the old-fashioned shouting, hys-
terionl, ungramuauiaal, gasping sort, took charge of the
n&rvieea,”QE to deseribe lekes of burning brimstone and
ages of #ﬁdlesa torment., At times the speaker roared so
loudly he could be heard for half & mile; yet night by night
the Garlands and their neighbors sttended, enjoyed the sing-
ing, and joined lustily in the tunes, It was 21l & mejor
part of their sosisl life -~ pomething that partially re-
placed the ﬁld,quiiting bees and barn-relsings.

When spring came again, Hamlin was put to the wearisome
task of harrowing. His sister Harriet and his brother Frank
went to school, but he could not be spared., And so, lame,
stiff, sore, and with the sinews of hls legs shortened, he
hobbled on to take charge of his team and harrow back and
forth seross the wide fields, later he dug postholes, buillt
fences, raked and burned brush, snd finally the great "quarter

2T1pid., p. 112. 281p14d., p. 97.
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sectlon” wa ;?réparad to grow wheat, BRI |
© In succesding years Hamlin wae aailaa‘upahutb sawfﬁhat~
land he and his father had so carefully pulverized ~-- the
lend they had made ready for destruction by high winds,  And
one day, seys Qarland, |
just as the early sown wheat was beglaning to throw
a tinge of green over the brown earth, a tremendous
-wind arose from the southwest and blew with such
devastating fury that the soil, caught up from the
fleld, formed a cloud, hundreds of feet high,-«s
cloud which darkened the sky, turning noon into
dusk and sending us all to shelter, , , , 29
This storm was only part of the unplessantness of farm life,
howsever, for there were also "the grime . ., , , the army
worm, the flies, the hest, as well as the smells and drudg-
ery of the barns,"30 There was even the @1l of harvesting,
And Iowans, who then worshipped wheat in all 1ts abun~

dence, thought and tallked 1ittle else between seeding and

harvest. Reaping time generally came about the twentieth
of July, "the hottest and dryest part of the summer, and was
the most pressing work of the yaar¢"31 We sympathige, to be
sure, with the harvesters as Garland describes their plight:
It [reaping] demanded early rising for the men,
and 1t meant an all day broiling over the kitohen
stove for the women, Stern, incessant toll went on
inside and out fram,ﬁawn,3111 sunset, no metter how
the thermometer sizzled.3 | : |

- Btacking of the hay followed the reaping of the grain, .

291pid., p. 128. 301b1d., p. 129.
31zp14., p. 148, 321p1a.
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and, says Qarland, "No sooner was the stacking ended than
the dreaded task of plowing began. . . , "33 A 1ittle later,
in October, Hamlin was called to his place as corn husker,
Prank took his place at the plow, snd their only respite -
during the monthe of Ootober and November was the occasional
cold rain which permitted them to read oy play cards in the
kitehen. Husking corn was. the last job of the season, and,
recalls Gerland; B R
. In '7h 1t lasted well into November. Begimning

in the warm and gelden September we kept at 1t (off

and on) until gleety rains coasted the ears with ice

and the wet soil loaded our boote with hugs balls of

-clay and grass -~ till the snow came whirling by on

the wings of the north wind and the last flock of

‘belated geese went sprawling sidewlise down the ragged

sky. &rim~bu§&masa! At times our wet gloves froze
- R our haends,« , - T

- BSome rellief came, though, as the Garland children ==
Hamlin, PFrank, and Harriet ~~ formed parties to herd cattle,
plant corn, or attend the seasonal clreus. In referring to
the circus, for example, Garland presents s contrast that
indeed helps the reader reslize the monotony of the farm,
3ayﬁxha3 '

‘1 here pay tritute to the men who brought these
marvels to my eyes. To rob me of my memories of the
sireus would leave me as poor as those to whom life
waes 2 drab and hopeless round of toil, It was our
brief sesson of imaginative life, In one day -~ in
a part of cne day -~ we gained a thousand new con~
ceptions of the world snd of human natwre, . ., , It
Turnished us with jokes, It relieved our dullness.
1t gave us gomething to talk eabout. ‘

331pbid., p. 153. Hvd., p. 262
351pia., ». 137.
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A few other pleasures, too, were experienced by the
@arland children as swift changes tock place on the mid&1¢“/
Border in the early seventies, The settlement af“thﬁr‘
prairie thickened day by day, and quickly meadows were
fenced and pastured. Horseback viding amid the charm of ' the
open agaaes7aaaaqd, but in its place eamazyi@niaa;”eanVeﬂ% 
tions, and Fourth of July celebratiens. The county falr, -
held late in September, became 1nareaaingly imp@rtamb as
diveraifiea, sand 1t was a éuﬁy for the Garlanﬁa to
attend, take a plenic lunch, survey the "fat ah@ap, uraad*

farming

backed bulls, and shining ealta,”36 and go to the mﬁdieina
ghow whwre a handsome vendor spoke elaquently af bhis magic
oila and cures for all diseases, The Orange alta made its
contribution to farmers, and since Richard Garlend was oue
of its esrly and enthusiastic members, the Garland family
frequently attended its sessions. In winter the Grangerst!
"oyster suppers,” with debates, songs, and essays, drew
crowds to the community schoolhouse, and each spring om
the twelfth of June, the Graaga pienic became the most ple~
turesquu and delightful affair thau ever raaa aut of the
American rural 11?3.3? Beaarihing hhe aan@mbly in Hitahall
Qounty, Ga@land pointa out thats

v ek earlg on the appainted day the vamioua loéges

of our region ¢ame together one by one at convenlent
places, each one moving in procession and led by
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grest banners on which the women had blazoned the
It was grand, it was inepiring, to us, to see
those long lines of carriages winding dewn the. 3
lanes; Joining onme to another at the eross roads
till at lest all the granges from the northern end
~ of the county were united in one mighty column
~advancing on the pienie ground. . . , Each of thege =
aspemblies was a most grateful relisf frem the sore
414 loneliness of the farm,- | -
~ In 1875, the Grangers asked Rishard Garland te be their
officlial grain-buyer for Mitchell Ceunty, and he, leaving
Hamlin to supervise the farm, assumed his duties in Osage in
June. Hawlin and the hired hands worked steadily during
the weeks of that harvest, but on Baturday nights always the
men went to town, where they celebrated by settiﬁg ﬁrﬁnk.‘ |
And as for Hemlin Garland, he enjoyed the leisure of Sunday
only to find that I o
it was always hard to go back to the faim after one
of these days of lelsure ~- back to gressy overalls
and milk-bespattered boots, back to the sogiety of
fly-bedevilled cows and mteamin%, salty hovges,
back te the ourry-comdb snd swill meket. . . . 39
In the autumn of '75 the entire family moved to aaaga,'
where Hamlin worked occasionally in his father's elevator
and mingled with young people in attendance at the local
seminary, In '77, Richard Garland, finding his renter un~
satisfactory, returned to the farm, but 1t was sgreed that
Hamlin ﬁighﬁjgﬁ to the seminary in Osage as soon as the

wheat was harvested, The orop was enormeus that yesr,

381114, | | | 391p1d., p. 180.
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Garland recalls, and although self-binding harvesters were
coming in, he sayss | | |

I bound grain until my arms were raw with
briars and in stagking-time I wallowed round snd
round upon my knees, bullding great ricks of grain,
» » « until my Yrousers, re-inforvced at the knees,
bagged ungracefully and my hands, swollen with the
act of grappling the heavy bundles as they were #1
thrown to me, grew horny and brown and elumsy. . . %0

. The crops of succeeding summers were not, however, so
abundant as the one of '77, for the chinch bug invaded while
Hamlin wes at Cedar Valley Seminary, and by 1880 the harvest
became a season of disgust and diseppointment. Says Garland
in the fashion of a trus realist: |

"+ « + not only had the pestiferous mites devoured
the graein, they hed filled our stables, granaries,
and even our kitchens with their 1ll-smelling
erawling bodies -- and now they were coming again
in added billions. By the middle of June they
swarmed at the roots of the wheat ~- lnnumerable as-
the sands of the sea, They sapped the growing stalke
111 the leaves turned yellow g and many men began
to offer their land for sale.b o
Haturally the business of grain buying suffered, and Hamlin's
raﬁhar,tgeiling his share in the ﬁraaga‘alevatar et Osage,
joined the movement of emigrants bound for Dakota., ' Desoribe

ing the plight of those emigrants, Garland recollects that

in 1880

the movement of settlers toward Dakota had ., . . be-
come an exodus, a stampede, Every man who could
sell out had gone west or was going. In vain did
the county papers and Farmer's Institute lecturers
‘advise cattle ralsing and plead for diversified

4°Ihid., p. 207. “%ﬁg&é,, p. 229,
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tillage . . . i farmer after farmer joined the march

o xansaa. ﬁehraaka ‘and Dakota, "We are wheat

:;:;grﬁélt‘hgg said, "and we intend to kesp in ﬁh@

The Garlands thus bid farewsll ﬁa one ayale @r amigra*
tion aaé entered upan another. Hamlin'a aotual experience
on the farm was about over, thaugh, for as soon as he helped
hig father put & roof on thaxr nsw house near Qrdway, he ba~
gan a 1ong aéventura through ahe Eantarn states -~ an aﬁvan~
ture fram which ke was not to return until 1883.‘ In the
maantim@ sektlers -~ immigranta from every aauatry of thﬁ
world -- eanﬁinuad swarming int@ }uk@ta, ataking the ir
claims with “uﬁraﬁdle~buga, buildins tiny cabins, and
11vimg in hope that rain would aavevtheir er@pa“ By the
tall af‘1883, hawavar, many pecple»begaa~ta ébawian thelir
claims, buainmaa daallned in the little store Ri«ha@& h&d
entabliahad near ardway, and Hamlin, seeing that pumerous
squatters wauld have starvaﬂ,aaﬁ frozen had 1t not been
for the buffain akeletans uhi@h lay aaatter@d #ver the sea ”“3
haa hia enthusiasm for ploneering chillsd, ',

The rest of aarland's story the reader already knows .
Hﬁ want»Eaat again -~ to Boston »- ﬁo study, t@ find him~
self, to develop a theory of writing, snd, finally, after
two visits to Grdway in 187 and '89, to putb 1nte literature
Midwestern farm lifa and all its hardshipa. Bafara he left

%21p1a., p. 234, 431p14., p. 309.
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-

Dakota in '8, he, to be sure, knew the meening of drudgery
and manatuﬁy, hntibacausg his father, a land ﬁwaarwin‘!ﬁs,
had never been faraad in xamlin'a lifetime %o mortgage his
rarm, yaung ﬁarland purhaps dld not know the full sting af
poverty. By 1887 he had studied Henry George and a&n&a,&s
he returned to Dakots, the poverty of this arid reglon ap-
palled hié. Q@nditiené w«r& different anyway; free lands
were gone, griees wers now set by speculatars, and ”ﬁh&a‘
wasteful gathaﬁ of ploneering," he says, “this ﬁeeelata‘
business of i@naly sottiement took on 2 n@wy&ad'tragic sig=-
nificaﬁaa as I studied 1t,"" He saw the man dhe, “w1th
hands 11ke olaws, was aeratehing a aeanty living from the
soil of a remted farm, while his wife waikaa her ceaseless
round from tub to ahurn and from ehurn to %ub.F“5 In '8@
he went again ﬁ@ ﬂwﬁway, but si@uatiana were no h@tt@r.
Riahard Garlamﬁ, who was aultiva&iag mor e than fiva hnnﬁrad
acres of land, was worried because his wheat was ”&hin and
light” and the priaa 1eaa than sixty a@nhs per buahﬁl Two |
of thm @arlands' naighbars had gene insane over the fatlure
af their erops; "several had alippsd away"batween two dayﬁ'
$0 escape their debts.™6 And the whole migration of the
&arlands aeamad a madness,

In 1891, the ‘author returned to the West again, this

' aa;bﬂ.ﬂ.; Pe 367a ng&&g" p. 375.
46; dt' p- 398‘ |
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time to collect material about the Farmers! Allisnce and
the Populist party. His interest in the farmer, of sourse,
~ was still high, snd a8 he talked with nis,faﬁhar,,wh@whaa;
become 2 county officer for the Populimts, he obtained what
he believed was a statement of the Border's poverty. .Sald
Richard:

" .. . I'm getting the work systematized mso that I
can ralse wheat at sixty cents a bmshel -- if I ecan
only get fifteen bushels to the acre, But there's
ne money in the country. . . . I never expected %o
-sse this country in such a state. I can't get money
snough to pay my taxes. Ileck at my ¢clothes, I
haven't had 2 new pult in gﬁr&a,yeawa. Your mother
is in the seme fix. , ., . "7

The éhaaga 1n;his fathar,"ﬁarlahd believes, was ﬁypical of
the chenge in the entire West.*8 whe era of rree land was
over, & day of reckoning hed éama, and in thu-teneé of a
gemuine reslist the author recalls: |
- I now perceived the mournful side of Americen
Yenterprise.” . . ., Families were everywhere break-
ing up. Ambltious young men and unsuccessful old
. men were in restless motion, spreading, swarming,
dragging their reluctant wemen spd thelr hﬂlg%esa
. &nd wondering children into unfamiliar hardships --
At times I visioned the Middle Border as a colony
~of ants -~ which was an injustice to the snta, for -
ants have a reason for their futile and ailmless
striving 9 B 3 o -

- In the final chapter of this chronicle, Rishard Garland,
like his neighbors, left Dskota, and on Thanksgiving day, '
1893, he and Belle, his wife, had dinner in the"éottaga

¥T1pig., p. 425, 481p1a,
497v14., p. 240,
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their sons purchased for them near West Salem, Wisconsin,
famlin and Frank were with them, and though the opening of
this home may not seem important to the reader, 1t actually,
says the author, was the morking of an epoch:
o o & 1t wag the ending of one 1life and the beginning
of another. To him [Richard Garland] 1t was de- =
" gisive and not altogether joyous. To accept this as
his home meant & suryender of his faith in the Golden
West, a tacit admission that all his explorations
of the open lands with whatsoever they had meant of

opportunity, had anﬁed in a sense af Fallure on a
varren soil.>0 S

With th@ eamlumlan of A z'ggg ef khe m Border, Gar-
land completaa for the most part his autoblographical pie-
ture of Midwestern farmers; he makes only scanty referenses
to the post-Jivil-War era 1n 4 Daughter of the Middle Border
and almost no reference in g_a_ggwﬁz?ai;e% from the Middle
Border. The latﬁﬁr'baokﬁ, in fact, are chiefly intelleciual
and spiritual histmrias of thﬁ W@st@rn family turn&d Past,

In 4 mught or of the M Border, the sequel to A Bon
gu‘ggg‘gggg;w SJorder, he relates t&@ aircumstanaea aonneatad
with uha bringlng home of the "new daughtar,“ hia wif&, to

hia aged parants and continues with his travels, writing,
lea in the West from tha tima of hix mavriaga unt il ﬁha
death of his fathar, in 1914 EE, prodn&img an a utabiagraphy
of perﬁanal 1iving, thrusﬁa accial eandihiana rar inta tha
background as he paya honor to tha Garland~ﬁﬁclintoek family
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turned back on the trail, but still, inevitably, he volces
a few echoes of the farm life he knew from experience,

He, for instance, tells of a time in 1897 when he was
in Washington, D, €., at dinner in a senator's home. Theo-
dore Roosevelt and other guests "heckled" him at length %o
obtain a statement of vhat "alled" the Middle West, but they
were unable to abash him, Roosevelt, a former resident of
Dakota, seemed proud of him, in fact, #s he in defending
the farmer argued thus: "'The man on the rented farm who
is raleing corn at fifteen cents per bushsl to pay interest
on a mortgage is apt to be bitter,'"Sl Garland, indeed,
had not forgotten his 0ld neighbors who existed under the
burdens of a mortgage.

In 1900 Hamlin's Aunt Susan died, leaving her dower of
a few thousand dollars to Richard, and the intensity of free-
dom that then came to the author's father as he galned a
sense of segurity affﬂwds the reader another close glimpse
into the sternness of the farmer's iife, Richard still
owned his land in Dakota, but now, cbserves Garland, a lit-
tle wealth | | | , |

released him from the tyranny of the skies. All his
1ife he had been menasoced by the "weather." (louds,

Herdly o heur of his pass bad been feee from o fear

of disaster, The glare of the sun, the direction of

the wind, the assembling of the c¢louds at sunset, ~-

all the minute signs of shange, of storm, of de-
struction had been his incessant minute study. For

5lyamiin Gerland, A Deughter of the Middle Border, p. 56.
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‘over fifty years he had been enslaved to th@ sGasons .,
His sister's blnsaing liverated him, He agonized

' po more sbout the rall of frost, the slash of hail,
the threat of tempest., Nelther chinch buga nor
drou nor army worms could bresk his rest. He
alag 1n.aemrawt and rose 1n eenfiéeaae

In 1963, Gﬂxl&ad 1natalled a fireplace in the wuu# .
&alam,.éweataa&, and on one winter ev&ning he 1nv1taﬁ 8 few
of his father's old rrienda in to critiaiza the new @himnay.

His mwﬁhur was now doaa, his fathav was lanely, and the
whole graup apent na:@vaning,af r@miniﬁzmnea‘ whair con-
versation, as Garia#d éﬁaevas iﬁ,}waﬁ aénﬁimaatal- it pi@*
zuraﬁ an aarly day at optimism, yet it ravaaleﬁ an aspect of
povarhy that even lung years haa ﬁ#ﬁ erased, %ka arfeeta
af the rarmnra* diet waro 8411l evident in their baalth,
for, axplainud nns of the gnasﬁaz |
"I used to eat anything at any t&m@
" probably that is the reason why I can't aa 1& now,

In those days we didn't know anything about 'aalariea'

g;aiggigggggéfggiggz.1ﬁ'wg et what was set before us
Another guest thén recalled the days ”uhan buckwheat aakns
and aauaaseu swimming in pork fat and aav&r&d uiﬁh mapla
syrup, formed his netion of 2 good breakfast." But, he
soon added, "'Just ome such meal would finish me now , 1 "5

Nothing ever "finished” the strong, upright body of
| Richard Garland, ﬁhﬁugh, until death finally came in aeﬁabar,

5%1p1d, |



123

1914, And then, says his nnn; “wha_ﬁatﬁruﬁ_pigmeer “ .o
g&asqafﬁa”ﬁhailrarthar Weat from whose vague pgvaaﬁ&hk,aed
adventurer has ever r&ﬁurn&é;“BS niehardlaawiféf“rayva4
sented an era in Ameiiean settlemsnt ~- an era that had al-
ready gons down in defeat -- but the author does not try to
give dubious appraisal to either the era or its representa-
tive, He merely states that his father had faced the opén
lands for seventy years, had covered an enormous span of
living, and at last had "mustered” out in the fashion of a
true soldier, | |
" fThe actual passing of the old farmer, af'é@ursa,‘leavaa
only ‘the son and his famimy to £i11 the peges of the fourth
volume, ggggrttfji gr. And really +-
50 far es farm 1ife on the Middle Border is concerned -- the

aunhﬁr'a_lang eplec would be as aamgla%& without this volume
as with it. Published in 1928, it tells chiefly of the au-
thor's delight in his radiscovery of New York and of his
public recognition as he reaped the reward of a long devo-
tion to literature, JLiterary success naturally brought him
economis security, but it never caused him to forget the
struggles of his father. Thoughtfully, thevefore, as he went
into a nuw“thk bank in the 1920's, he recallsy
The word "harvest" had meny sssoclations both
glad and sad, To make his harvest my father had to

plow and sow and resp, agonizing over freosts, droughts,
chinch huga, aymy worms, haill and a hundraé athar

55@;&;., p. 397.
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-asswlting forces, with no reapiﬁe t1ll his graln

was safely in the bin, living was won in snow

and raln and heat and dust whereas I gathered my

produce Iin a2 vast and aplmdm hall w hgm gmrén o

touched their caps to me as I passed.b |

' Garland cempletes with Bagk-trsilers from the Middle

Border the ahronicle of his ploneer ancestors and his own
1ife to 1928, and though he does not paint the Yeturn of the

-;‘.&

1] the earlier
invasion, this volume perves its purpose in aﬁggeatim “ a

Western family in as 1arga a manner as he

movement that also affected the economic and rmsmial :um
of our Munwy.

The quartet on the whole, therefore, is not solely con-
fined to a history of a family; it constitutes in addition
a record of the daminwm and decline of the Middle West.
grail-makers of ihe Middle Border and A Son gf the Eiddie
m says Garland, sre as true to the 1ife of the prairie
as his memory will permit,>7 but the former, a record of

another 'ge;mra‘t:im; ean not, in spite of the author® & honest
devises, of course, be as realistic as the iatter, A &9&2&
the Middle Border, in fact, is resognized as Garland's
"great beguest to American letters,"5® 1t is "the spirit

of the Middle Border in its hopes and its defeat, . ., . the
hiamr# of the gensration that swept across the western

172615&1133 mma, Bagk~tr gilg re from the Middle Border,
pv s ’ ‘

STHamlin Garland, The Westward Mavrch of
mens, p. 33.

58parrington, op. ¢it., p. 300,

, Bettle-
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prairies ., . . -~ one of the significant chapters of our
total Americen history."?9 @arlsnd, in "the mellow tone
that smim of long perspective, 50 has written into this
valumerthé-ﬁruégerg.af plowing, the barrenness of rural edu-
' f"ﬁhe plaaauras of wild meadows, and the pwaﬂ:y of

land renters. He records "the 1‘;5.1: stand and the fall of
our entebellum agrarian demooracy, "0l but slways he writes

in a etyle that is "personal, 1yr1é al, and ﬁénaaquently uni-
vereal®; 62 and he remains "indissolubly married to his memory
of aatuai events.”03 In A Daughter of the Middle M,ﬁﬁl he
remains truthful to Border life as he deseribes active char-
acters endowed with humen frailties, but in this volume, as
well as in Baok-trailers from the Middle Border, he neces~
sarily neglects the soil as he completes his narrstive
with emphasis upon the spiritual and intellectual afrarta
of a defeated soclety moving Bast. He added the last two
volumes wisely, however, for with their help he pletures the

settlement of Wisconsin, Jowa, apnd Dekota as 1t is, perhaps,
etched by no otheyr writer. He tells of the end as well as
of the beginning and the helight of an era,

611p1d., p. 183.

5233::'1 VYan Yoren, “camtmporaz-z Amerlican ﬂawlims,
The Nation, CXIIY (November 23, 1921), 597.

631p14.
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We of today are probably a%ili too near the p@uﬁ~a1v11~
war period to rightly valua @arland'g f@aw auﬁobiagraphias,
buu in timﬁ t@ eome ﬁhen we apk quesﬁimnm abauﬁ that apeah,
1t nay be ﬁhaaa ba@ka thah wilz rmrniah the answers, They _
are written, it is true, with "a ocharm that comee from tha
sarﬁening 1nr1nonae of mamavy,"éa but ttill ﬁhey a0 nat
"1&@&11&9 the piatura into un@rutk,“65 for @arlamd navar
hesitates to tall af the tuil tha women faced, or h@w 1@3 ,
the price of wheat became, and ev@m the animazs hﬁ pietures
ae the nnreeling brutes thay'were as he bhad tm tend them. _“

- S%Quinn, op. oit., pp. 458-459.
653;%*: P 459*



CHAPFER VI
IN RETROSFECT

Im 1887 when Garland reﬁurn@d from Bﬁmﬁ@n to the Middle
West only to view 2 treadmill axiatsnee, his h&art grew Pull
of rebellieua wrath, No other man in our literature, Bays
Parriagtan, had known the Middle Border so intimately as
garlana.} ¥e had 1ived from boyhoed through 1%3 "restless
awarmwngs,” its "heedless venturings";2 he had eentinually
‘m@veé w%at, and he had sensed all the allurement of the un-
tamed yrairie. He had known the drab reslities of lator,
and he had seen his mother fail under the dreadful burdens
of rural life, Bubt now in the late aighties his eyee were
opened 28 never before, Perhaps he sensed the soclal and
gconomic injustice ~- the decay that wes eating awsy one of
the strongest agricultural orders ever formed in America,
Perhaps he was influenced by hle acquaintance with Howells
or by the single-tax proposal of George., At any rate, he
grew intensely bitter, and armed with his theory that the
future is buillt of the "mighty pivotal present," he set
pbout making present conditions tolerable. FHe, as Parring-

ton ssye,

lparrington, op. ¢it., p. 254. 21p14.
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espoused a somber realism, for only by and through
the truth could he hope to disleodge from men's

minds the misconceptionm that stood in the way of
Justice, The Middle Border had mo spokesman at the
court of letters and 1f he could gain a hearing there
he must not betray him father's household by glossing
ungainly reality; he must depict the life of the
western farmer as it was lived under the summer sun
and the winter cold, what harvests were brought to_

orib and what sort of wealth was finally gathered,3
Hwandyhis short stories, which in their Q@g§§ﬂah§e&tivity
Bhg to the earlier eighties,n wePe, Parrington continues,

A

"the first authentlc expression and protest of an agrarian

America then being submerged by the industrial revolution, "
Their psychology for the most part was that of "the first
mood of dejection that came with the failure of western
agricultiure with its virgin fields, ite new machinery, and
its speaialized arops."é They described a rich, productive
region and to0ld the unheeded truth about overworked huabands,
lonely wives, envious brothers, p@veﬂywstﬁskm ‘f'a'milian;
they laid bare the meagerness of énbertaiamant, the scolding
voice of religion; they spoke of unremitting toil, small re-
werds, ceageless efforis, and fleeting joys. They were the
mouthplece, in fact, of en enthusiastic reformer and artist
influenced by Howells to keep beauty and significance bal-
anced, B

 Garland did pot remain, however, the objective realist
that he was when he wrote his short stories. Out of the

31bid., p. 291, g, p. 296,
5Ibid., p. 29%. 61v14., p. 296,
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natural bltferness of the farmers sprang the political move-
ment of the Populiste, and straightwey he threw himself into
the agrerian cause to put the Popullsts into fiction. Hia
aubjec%i‘va wriiing -~ A Spoll of Office -~ wss a? nwél mat,
a8 mrringwn suggests, preserved "the apirit; of the paa»
siemata ‘uprising of the fa:mam.”? But aatualiy it d:d 11t
tle more. It waes only a long, sketchy story -- "a socilal
tract rather then a work of art."® The euthor's other tm
 reform novels, Jason Pdwards and A Member of the Third Ews
were even less artistic thm A Bpoil of office, for in thelr
hastily ereated mnd maladrmabia style thay appeared net to
portray accurately either the question of the single tax
or the mblem of 1@3151;;131% earrﬁptim. They msm,. in |
truth, but the grim sermons of a writer evemhadmed by a 1
praa@lmm | ,

Garland eventually outlived t}m ﬁay of agmman revolt,
end rinany he produced other novelistic meaunta of Mid-
western farmers. These acoounts, however, were gniy three
in number, and of these three, two -- ﬁk}g Mo _‘amg in Ranch anﬁ
A ;&g&g Norsk - were novelettes that éﬁal‘b‘mmly with the
srz?-iivué.d settlement of the Dakota plaines during the land
rush in the early eighties. Their pletures of the bleak,
dry, stormy plalines were reaslistie enough, théugh, and_ The
Moccesin Rangh especially was viviﬂy desoriptive of the

TIbid., p. 298. Srvig,
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lines cut by storms and poverty inte the souls of the

pioneers. The third member of this group, Rose of Dubgher
Coolly, was, gn‘the.othar hand,-daaiéadly:Garlanﬁ'aﬁgﬁrmngﬂ
est novel of the Middle West, for in it the author, neo lénger
a radical, gave a down-to-~sarth account of the men@tany,
poverty, and loneliness existent on a Wisconsin farm in the
late oighties and early nineties, He described the rebel-
lion made by Rose Dutcher sgainst the evils of the Middle |
Border and in geperal embodied the narrowness of rural life
in a form whish was more nearly finished then that of any
of his other novels,

 If Garland had continued with his farm literature in
the same vein in which he wrote Rose of Iutcher's Goolly, he
might be better known today as a portrayer of xiﬁdlé Border
life, But as for the reason he d4id not eantinﬁa, ﬁe cannot
be certain, Perhaps, as 5wanv111eﬂnickn inﬁieaﬁaa, after he
was aeceptad into 1iterary and academle circles, he "became
fastidious and 2 little contemptuous of airﬁ~aﬁd.diaera§r,“9
Posgibly, on the other hand, he needed to discover new ma-
terial in order to be interesting to the public and hence
continue to secure an adequate income,lC® It sould be, too,
that he simply needed wider sympathies or a larger ability,
for as Carl Van Toren says, he believed that if he had rep-

resented the loesl color of his reglon once, haﬁhad done

Jaranville Hicks, "Garland of the Acedemy,” The Nation,
CXXXIIT (October 21, 1931), 436.

10paylor, op. eit., ». 175.
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all he could, 1l And, to be sure, he had 1ittle sympathy
with the past of any region. If he had just let his imagi~
nation serve him, though, Van TIoren adds,he could have found
in his sestion as many passions, tragedies, and joys as he
could have needed for a lifetime,l2

In the ninetlies, nevertheless, Garland turned to a
series of wanderings into COolorade and the Yukon country and
turned also to a group of romantic writings of the West. Ne
thus took himself at the height of his career into & new
sountry and began a new litersature for which he had little
background, His romances of the West achieved no spectacu~
lar suceess, though, for, says Van Doren, his formulas were
"the inventions of & mimd not essentially inventive,” and
his writing at best was "no more than sectional, "13

Desperate, he returned in 1911 to the writing of his
autobiography, a work he had begun more than a decade be~
fore, By this time he had discovered the ervor of his early
disregerd for the past, had sensed the value of comparative
ideas, and unhesitatingly he set to work on & charming vol-
ume of reminiscenge -~ a soolsl history that ls significant
to all America as it plotures the toiling, unfavored Mid-
western population of post-Civil-War days. A Son of the

1lgarl Van poren, "Contemporary American Novelists,"
The HNation, CXIII (November 23, 1921), 597.

¥ 1301 van Doren, Contemporary American Novelists,
p. 45, | |
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| Middle Border was heralded in 1917 on the front page of

the New York Times by William Dean Howells' complimentary
review, and the way was 1mmediata1y paved for A peughter
tnommm of the Middle Border, and
Bagk~trallers Middle Border, the remaining three
vaiemas 1n what hasg nvaved an epic of the setilement anﬁ
decay of the \ma:.e West. The realitlies of A Son ¢f the
Middle Border, especially, as Van Doren points out, took
the writer back agaln to Main Travelled Hosds and its cycle,
and in their peraana;, lyrisa1, and consequently universal

aspects, represented Garland at his baatih amd Amariaa.in,
one of its most vigorous efforts., They put &ha,aavagé'hmﬁan
ships and the rapturous besuty of the old frontier inte their
due places, and they rev&aled.tha'lire the author knew best.
In fact, a reader wonders with what success Garland

would have &@t if he, having survived s period of radicalism,
had given himself et the haight of his career to the record-
ing of the farm life of the Middle West. In his early short
stories and his late autoblographies he hit -- againat the

advice of Crumbling Idols -~ notes of universality and

thereby endowed us for years to come with an authentic ae-
count of the prairie farmer, What would have happened had
he remained loyal to the "humble, hapless" farmers of his
native region as he wrote his novels? Or what If he had

81nig,
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extended his loyalty to the urbszn 2s well as rural 1ife
of the Middle West? What if he had recognized early that
vniverzality <~ not mere dlfference -~ 1 tha‘keynate te
good literaﬁm“e and that the past as well as the praéénﬁ ‘has
ite v&lue? w@ula hﬁ have been a more noted expanant @r hia
region ﬁhaa h& wag? ?haan conslderations, hawevar, y@@b&bly
disturbed the subhor but l1ittle in his old days, Hﬁ;'W%bb
ingicates, was socepted throughout America se the literary
spokesman of the prairie farm;15 the writings that he d1d
£inish brought him wealth, and verily he had his reward.

15W%bb, ﬁg.:gig., p. 473.
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