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CHAPTER 1
INTRODUCTION

In thiz dynamic world the teacher must note the precsant
zignificance of attitudes, interests, emotional adjustment,
an? total rergonality. Tvery means possible must be used %o
help develop well rounded citizena. The future development
of thiz country depends in a large measure upaﬁ the wholecsome
attituden toward soclsl issues of well adjueted people. o~
cial lssues are part of the environment of every individuoal,
‘How well he meets these issues i1s determined %to a great ex-
tent by the schoonl. H. A, Green says:

‘The school sesks %o improve the adjustment of ite
purils by furnishing them important learning opportu-~
- nities and experiences., HowsiT . 1t must g0 beyond
learning in the subjeet matter sense and athempt to
bring about the be:t poselble form of adjustment bee
tween the individual apd his environment in terms of

his total pereonality.l

If no provislon ie¢ made by the school for experlence in
meetin: vroblems and gulding attltudes along these lines of
socisl problems the full “gvelopment of the child is hampered.
This ctudy is an attempt to show how some school children mest
certain eoci:l lesues and the relution to thelr personality

adjustment.

u, g, Graoene, A. Ne Jorgenzen, and J. 7, Gerberich,
¥eazurement and Evaluation_ig the Hlemanﬁagz Sehonl, p. 258,
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The Problem
The problem choser for iluvestigabion was to attempt to
detarmine the relationzhiv of ehildrents attitude toward sonme

gnclal probleme and their paersonality sdjuctment.

o

fovrcg of Tala

Two hundred children 1y the eighth grade of three poblie
gchoole in Texas were plven tests to helr determine this relae-
tisnshin. The Puplls in the olighth grvadss of Lhe Richardson
Public “chool, Richardeon, Texes; Coppsll Corrern fehool Tise

trict, Dallas County, “oppell, Paras; and "hermar “ublic “ghool,

Sherman, Texaz were tected.

s':i'

To arcertaln the =tanding in perzonalisty adjiugiment the

California Test of Persorality--Dlementary Serlaag was used.
Twelve teste on attitude: toward soclal problems were cone
gtructed az a part of this etudy and ~iven to the pupile.

The soclal problene chosen for testz on attitudes were
The NWegro, War, Natural Resources, Telping Yursresn Countries,
Gom uniswr, ‘nited Wations, Tse of the Atomic RBowb, Yousing
Gonglt ons, Government Melr for the Feady in the Tnited States,
Peace~tire Tralft, Juvanlle Telinqueney, and Treatmant of
Criminale. These iswvue:z were chnren heenause of their importance

ip our national 1ife, and the salief thad our future Aavalovme nt

Louis P. Thorpe, Willis W. Clark, and Ornest W. Jlegs,
california Test of Perzonallty-~Elomentary ceries.




depends to a great extent upon the attitude of our citigens

in the futurs teo these qusstions.

Treatment of Data

The first part of the study was spent in veading on the
subject of childrents attitude and personslitys The second
ster was the construction of the soscial attitmﬁaﬁ tosta.
Statementes from articles, booke, conversatione, and other
tests were selected. Fiftsen item: in each test were chosen,
and expressed in terme that upper elementary grade school
children could underatand. About one-hslf of the 5tavémanta
were worded so that a gstrongly agree reapon&e;iﬁdiaﬁteﬁ a
fﬂvﬁééble reaetion to the ilssus irn guestion. The athﬁr;half
of the statemsnte waravﬁbrded g0 that & stroagly agree'raspmnsa
showed an unfavorable rﬁautiene The tests were scored so that
a high score meant a favorsble attitude toward the iszue: A
low score represented an antagonistic or unfavérabla atﬁituﬁes
The third phasze was thﬁ‘aﬁministration of the two tests Do -
viously mentioned. The fourth step wae the agcimilation ang
erganizatign of the results from these teats &¢ ehown in this

atudy.

Plan of the Study
The first chapter is devoted to the introduetion of the
study by giving the statement of the problem; sahrea of data,
treatment of dats; and plan of the study. A general outline

of the study ig also given.



The secopd chapter shows the standing made on the stti-
ﬁude testz, the range and median of the totsl test, snd the
range and median of each of the twelve perte of the teszt. A
comparison of the standing, and the range and the median, made
by the boys and by the girls for each test is also given.

The third chapter shows the standing made on the all-

forniz Personality Test, the range and median of the total

test, the =oclal adjustment section and the personal adjust-
ment section. A comparizon of ths standing, the range and
the median made by the boys and by the girle for each test
ie gilven.

In the fourth chapter the corclueions and recommenda-

tlons are set forth.



CHAPTIR TI

ATPIT DES TOWARD 20 820TAL PROTGLEVS

Attitudaers
Hany investlgation= have been made concerning atiltudes.
Perhupe there haz been more ressarch work done in attlbudes
than in any other :ield of education. It 1&g certain that a
pereonte attistudes affect hie enbtire lires un abtitude is:

An attitude is an emotionally colored predisposition
to beshave antagonlstically or protagoniztically, sympathet-
ically or unsympathetically with recpeet to any referent
whether it be s srovy of persons, a parson, an institution,
a practice, an object, or an idea. Tho:se referents with
rezpact to which our attlitudes are probagonlztic are valuss.
- When our attitudes toward certain referents are antagonise
tie, those referents are sversione. We ftend to have posl-
tive or regative attitudes toward almost everything we ex-
perlence, but the intensity of the attitude, in many csases,
ie eo wild as to make us relatively unaware of any feeling
about the referent.:

The imsorbtance of attitudes cannot be minimized. W. W.
Chartere hasz said

Thzt attitudas toward zignificsrt oblectes in =zo0ial
1ife are important snd evan crucial needs little slabo-
ration « « + +» Ho social enterprizs can suvcceed unlegs the
community attitude i» favorabls. « « « It 18, in short, a
truism that ag a man faels in his hsart =o wlll he bhehsye.
our attitudes are ~owerful determinants of our actions.

13tephan}ﬁ. sorey, "Weasuring Attitudes in ths (lagsroom,®
Elementary “chool Journal, WLITI (April, 1943), 457.

29. w. Charters, "neveloping the Attitudes of Children,"
Education, LIJYI {Isbruary, 1833), 353-357.



All education is concerned about the development of so-
cial attitudes. Murphy says "go important are socisl atti-
tudes that education ls often defined primarily in terms of
tha building up of attitudes toward work end -lay, toward our
own and other nationsg, toward publiec policles and vrivate
standards.""

Attitudes toward social probleme are imrortant because
the dem~cratic way of life is based orn the sctione and beliefs
of the eitizens of the country. VPrescotht gays, "the preser-
vation of our demooracy as well as the amelinration of our so-
cial problems depend upon the thought that the devslopwment of
desirable social attitudes is necessary in furthering damncracy.5

The child from irfsney is subjected to many contacts with
gocial igsuez. Children come to ochool with attitudes formed
on many soclal isaugs. They hear them dlscussed at howne, church,
over tha radlo, and see t hem in the newEpapere. The school
must help the child to mould gound attitudes toward current
pmlitical, economie and soclal lzsnes which affect the lives
of our citizens of thie country.

The ?ary\sxiatanua of goclal problems is & challenge

to educatlion sines faulty education iz moetly rezponezlible
for them and thelr decrsaze can coms abnut only &: & resgult

*cardner ¥urphy, General Psychologzy, p. 582.

4nanlel A. Prescott, "The Attitudes of Ohildren, the Pri-
mary Concern of Education," vitsl Zneechee, IV (August 1, 1838),
8R4, .

A

A« Tw Hollingshead, Cuidance in Temocratlo Living, p. 21é.




of 8 more wholssome and efficisnt use of the oprortuw~
nity the schoole provide to direct social progress.®

The tescher must be awave of soclal problems. According
to wezley and Adamas
No teacher ca sscope ths reeponeibllity of being an
alert student of social devslopments. ~he cannot salect
wizely, teaech effsctively, or nlan wi tn foresight unless
she keeps abreast of cocisl changes. This obligstion
rasty with peculiar welight upon the elementary social
studies teacher, because what she gsleets or neglects has

a cunulative effect upon the pupll aes they advancs to the

vopper grades.’

Pew investigations of the sge whern attitudes toward so-
cial vroblems beglin to form have been made. ’“raetically all
regeurch has been done with high school students. ¥urphy asye
"on the bagis of expevience and questionnaire duta on re-
ligious, ethical, politlical, economic, racial and internsational
lesuecs, 1t seems guitse cafe to say that mort sttitude: are

determined in & large mgasure in the periond befors adolescence
78

-~

and for thé mort part by irrational methods.
" Indesd, the practicalability of measurlng attitudes is not
in wnmnlata agrmemant by =zoeial peychologists. Few instruments
whieh’arﬁ valid, rellable and mbjaet1Va have becn devized wibh
whick one may méaaure attitudess Yo L. Thuvatons hasg probably
dong more r@seafch #ark in the entire fleld of attitudes than

ary other perason, H. ¥, Remmers at Yurdue University has done

“Zynest R. Groves, “ceial Problems and Fdueation, e 114

Tndgar B. We aley and Mary A. Adams, Teachlns Social Studiss
in ?lamantary Schoole, py 1B2.

&?ﬁurphy, op» cit-,' ps 5885,



much work on measuring attitudes, J. Wayne ¥Wrightestone hasg
deviged numercus teets on measuring attitudes towsard social
problemg. There 1g £tlll mueh work te be done before thse vroh-

letn of mesrurement of atititudss ies on an equal basis with

messurement of skilles snd knowledgss.

~ Explanation of Altitude Teste

In nrder to determine the at:itudes of the two hundred
elghth grade childrsn to the twelve social problems selscted,
more than two hundred ghildren were given testa. Humbers of
papers nad to be dlescurded becaunge ol incomplete resnonsee,
fallure to take all sectione of the tests and other reaszons.
Attltudes of ar individ: al could beet be measured Lhrough a
study of hie actions through personal obgervation. That was
2ifioult to do. Henee hi: stated oninion as szhow: by ﬁia pe-
gronege Lo the test wus regarded ss hils trie atiitude of ths
sub lect for the purpose of thisz study.

Anpearing in the form of a te:t there were fifteen state-
mente giver each on attitude: towsrd the Negro, war, natural
resources, helping Rurorean countries, comruniem, ﬁnited ¥atione,
uze of the atomie bomb, hovsing condltions, government helwn
for the reedy in the United States, the peace-time draft, juve-
nile delinquency and trestment of criminals. In emch test
avproximately one~half of the statements were worded so as to
arpear to be favoraﬁle to the lszue, while the remaining ones
were antagonistic btoward the issues.

The students marked the statements by using

BZ T strongly agree



bz I agree .
g I am undecided
ds I disagree
- I etrongly Aisagros
Tn seoring, the statements favorsble to the issve vslues
of az 5, bz 4, ez 3, d= £, and ex 1 were uszed. Thore state-
mente orpoeing the issue were scored in Just the opposite fashe
ion, ez follows: aw 1, bz 2, o=z &, 4z 4, and e 5. 4 nigh score
meant & favorable attitude toward the practice, while a low
gcore reproesented an antagonistle or unfavaraﬁie attltude.
ceores in the mid-rango indicated either an undecidsd asttitude
or one of indifference. The highaaﬁ poszible ccore wa:s 76 and
the lowest was 15. A score lrdicating indsciaion op indiffer-
ence was around 45.
:amples of the statemente in the twelve arese of =zocial
attitude: follow:
The Negro:

Yegere: are sneaking and untruthful.
¥egroes are honeat.

Agalnst War:

Dispute: bhetweern nations ashould be settled with-
ok Wars . .

War is a good way to settle disputes betweesn
nations. .

¥atural Resgoupoes:
We make sure thut the fire iz out wher we leave
after a welner roast. .
There will alwaye be enough fuel, guch as eoal
and oil.
Helping Huropean Countries:

The United States should help these countries
because it i: the Christisn thing to do.



10

Helping Turcpean countrlie: wil) only make
them lere able to help themselves.

Againegt Communisms

The comron man has & greater chance to get hilg
righte under com-unism tharn under other systems
of government. ‘

- Comrnunism seeks to destroy the democratic way of
1ife in the United Ztates. :

Tmited Wationse

Fatione: are =n dependent uron each cother that
it 1e necessary to have an organization of
all natlone to settle world rrobleme.

The United Nation: must be disesrded at once be-
cause it 18 not doing whst 1t was establirhed
to do.

Use of the Atomic Bomb:

The formula for making the bomb should be de-
etroyed.

The Tnited ¥atione should control the ure of
the bomb.

Housing Conditions:

Everyone 1z entitled to & cleun, airy, rpleasant
place to live.

Poor housing, known az slum districte, cannot
be prevented or destroyed.

Government Help for the Heedy in the United “tates:

The unemployed, when given & Job, is gensrally
a sincere and good workers

Workers should take of themgelves during unem=-
ployment and old age.

The Peace~time Draft:

The draft 1ls necessary in order to be prepared
for anything.
The draft ls an enermy of fresdom in this country.

Juvenils Delinguencys:

There would be lesz juvenile delingquency if thaere
wers more parke, playgrounds, eta.

A Juvenile delinquent should be punished severely
at hisg first offense.
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Treatment of Criminsle:
Crinminalse 9hould'nava 5Oome worthnwhiie work to
do while serving their punicshment.
Most criminale are treated well while in prison.
~ Facta Revealed by the Attitude Testa

From Table 1 it iz seen that sighty~four or forty-two psr
cent of the puprils had g,high segore whieh indicates 8 favorable
attitude to the total tesks Pifty-sever an&,five~tentna pey
centyﬁﬁ one hundred and fifteen puplls were uﬁﬁécideé,un@utralf
gr‘%éé no,datinite‘cﬁnvictiéns; One half of one per cent were
,antagaﬁistlc to the ao@iﬁl rroblems presented.s

Tha large number (87«5 per cent) of pupii& vwho showed that
;n§y¢hﬁd no eclear convictions on the lscues may be csuszed by
'tha.iﬁmaturity of the students or the anvirnnmaﬁt’had been such
that they hed never thought about the matter. Tividerntly current
1szusz had not been discus:zed to a grest extent in the elsaeroon
or at home. | |
. In geven of the twelve parts of the toial_taét, the graétar
rercentage of each test was in the undecided column. (?hasa
tests were on attitvdes toward the Negro, againét war,‘use of
the atomic bomb, government help for the needy in the Tnited
States, the reace-time drart, juvenile delinguency and treate
ment of ecriminals, Thls i¢ an indication that attitmdaa on so-
eial rroblemz ars not clear 9# erystallized. 'ﬁere is an oppor-
tunity for development of attitudes during the high school

Jearg.
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TASLE 1

ATTITUDES OF 200 BIGHTH GRADE PUPILS
TOWARD TWELVE S0CIAL PROBLYMS

Favorable %o indecided Antagonistic
Tact __the,Test :
¥ um- Per | Hum= Per | Num- Par
bery Cent ber Cent ber Cent
The Negro 75 37.5 | 102 | 51,0 23 11.5
Against War og 46.0 65 47.5 13 8+5
¥atural Resource| 185 62.8 71 38,5 4 2.0
Help to Furopean ) ; SO
Countries 105 52.5 81 40,5 14 7.0
Agains & L ;
Communism 137 6845 61 30.5 2 L0
United Nations 116 | 58.0 88 |41l.0 | 1 5
Uee of Atomie 5 , ;
 Bomb 36 | 83.0 147 | 73.5 7 8.5
Houeing Con- ,_ ' ~
ditions 137 68.5 58 25.5 4 2.0
" Help for Needy §
- Peace~time { ‘
Draft 86 | 48,0 100 50,0 4 240
Juvenile De- ‘ S '
linqueney 88 44.0 108 54.0 4 2,0
Treatment of E o |
Criminalsg 7¢ BB.5 11¢ 89.5 2 { 1.0
Total Test 84 | 42.0 115 Is7.s 1 1 1 s

In the five remalning teste of attitude toward natursl pe-

sources, aild to Buropsan countrie:, communiem, United ¥ations



and housling conditions the puviles showed a larger perccntage
in thé favorable or high score group. Perhaps these vroblems
have been brought more Lo thelr attention than the other prob-
leme named. Immaburity of the students and the laek »f inter-
est mozt of them have 1& these problems may be a factor also,

The issues ghowing the hipghest percentage of favorable
attitudee are the ones or honeing cnndliions a&@ apainst commu-
nism. “ixty-eight and five-tenthe per cent of the children
marked thelr papers ir favor of better housing and agaiast come
wmurdem. &onsarvati@n of natural resgources came second with
62«5 per cent of the pupile cshowing a favorable attitude tnwsrd
conservation measures. The lowest percertsge, Qékpej:cen%, was
that of the attitude toward the use of ﬁhe atomic borb,

Analyzing the partc of the total test further 1t is seen
that on the test showing attitude toward the ﬁegfo QQVGnty-fiva
or 37.5 per cent of the 200 pupils had a favorable attitude.
Over one-half or fifty-one rer cent were neutral or undecided,
while 11.5 per cent were decldedly antagonistic. Thie 1z the
highest percentage of antazonism %o any test. ,Eha rercentage
of unfavorable attitudse might bhe exnscted to e higher since
the childrer tested are resideﬁts of the sovthern part of the
Tnited ~tates.

“ince the stabements concerning war were partly vrging the
necessity of war and the other half were about the futility of
war, the results show that nigety~tw0 nr forty-six per cent of
the children showed a favorable attitude against war. However,

47.3 per cent wers neutral and 6.5 per cent not against war.
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There are many attitudes which our citizens must hold in
comron if our civilization i: to progress. The ?cﬁservahign
of ratural resources depend upon the epreed of similar atiie
" tudes throughout the porulation. The fact that 62.8 rer caent
of the echildren =howed they huve & favorable attitude towsrd
congervation of natural resources is an indication thet the
sehool: have been inculeating thi= atiitude in the minds of
thelr students.,

ubliclty given $o the ¥arghall Plan and the aetééli&h~
ing of the Furopean Recovery Progrsm ie reflecied in éha teet
on attitude btoward ﬁalpihg Europesn countries. Pifty-two and
five~ﬁaﬁtha par cent of those tested indicated a favorsble atti=
tude, while 40.5 per cent wers neubral and seven per cent were
oppoted to Burorean aid. |

ie might be ervpected with so muech emphasis in the press
and on the radio on democracy end the americsn way of 1ife as
orpoged to comnunism, the attitude of the children on that part
‘mf the test showed 68.5 por cent wers ag:inct :ommuniem, with
30.5 per ésmt neutral and one per cent in favor of it.

Ovar one~half of the children, fiftywaighﬁ‘per aenﬁ, were in
favor of the United Nation: as an organization for world peace.
However, forty-one per cent were neutrsl and one-half of one
par cent were opposed.

i-parently the use of the atomip bomb has not made & de-
finite impreerion on the chiiﬂraﬂ tested, gince V3.5 per cent
seored neutral or undecided. Twenty-three per cont made high

seores indicating théy'favareﬁ the use of the bomb by all natione.



and not the United States slnne. Three and rfive-tenths per
cent were oprpoesed %o othser natione having the bomb,

The desire for adeguate housing for all was clearly shown
by the responre to ebtstements on housing conditions. rixty-
elight an? five~terthe per cent expregsed themselves 8z favor-
»ble to clearance of slum areas and provislon for adeguate
housing.

The iszguve of government help for the needy in the United
State: was not clearly uuderetood by the pupils, since forty~
one per cent were neutral or undeciéedt Forty-eight and five-
te:r the per cent were 1r favor of it and one-half of one per cent
agalnet the attitude.

The quertlon of & psace«time draft was noct bafore the pube
lie at the time the teszits were taken;lhanée, fiftwlper cent of
the pupils had no clear opinions. Forty~eight o1 cout ex-
rregsed themselves as belng in favor of the draft and two per
cant ware oprosed bo =uch action.

The maln tenor of Lthought brought out in the statements on
Juvenile delinquency was thst environment plays a large part in
causing jJuveniles %o be delinquent. Pilty~four per cent of the
pupils tested wers nesutral on the sulject, while forty-four per
cent agreed with the etatements and two per cent disapreed.

Pifby~rine and five-tenths of the students tested were not
familiar with the treatmwsit of the cwiminal in prison, since
they guve neutral respoussee. Thirty-nine and five-tenths psr
cent wewe in favor of the stutemente indicating nesd for reform

1v. renitentiaries. One per cent of those tested were oprosed.



16

Table 2 shows the range of scores and medlan score made on
each of the parts of the attitude test. The poseible range of
secores 1z from fifteen to seventy~five. The sreatest spread

or rangs of scores 1z coen to be In two tests on government help

TASLE 2

RANGE OF SCORES AND MEDIAN SCoRFS WaDE BY 200 RIGHTH
GRATE PUPILS NN TERTS SHOWING ATTITUDE
TOWARD  TWELVE SOCIAL PROBLEMS

Attitude Teste Range of Scores : vedian
The HNegro N 19-73 , 4849
Agalnat War , 24«68 ; 5248
Natural Resources | | 40-72 . 57.2
Helping FEuropean | | | 1

Countrios 21-71 52.28
Againet Communtam | 18-75 | 59475
United Natione . 2475 . 56459
Use of atomic Bomb 33-04 | 48406
Hausigé Condltions  28-73 ] 54.97
Covernment Help for | - 1 -

the Needy . - 15.78 o} 83487
?saaéﬁtime Draft 15«75 1,,'51  63,78

Juvenile Delinquency |  88-71 b sosez

Treatment of Crimi- | 7 1
nals P . 88-70 N 5l.86

Total Test %4-67 | 53.68
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for the needy in the United “tates snd the peace-time draft.,
The alosest range in =cores wae on the test on the use of the
atowlec bomb. The teast mﬁ the sttitude againet comrunism haﬂ
the highest median score of all the tests, Eéﬁ?ﬁ. The test
on the atomic bomb had the lowest median score, 48.0$'

In & 2=tudy of the prelation of scecial attitudes to zcheol -
achievemwent Aingham found that gex ig of 1it€lﬁ importanece in
datermining the social at:itudes of gacondary schonlrsﬁudentaug
Invegtigation in the study showas that this le arparently true
in regard to upper ala@@ntary grade bLoy: and @iri& a3 well since
there was no graét difference in thelr scores,. } greatar Dor-
centage of girls arppeared more faverable in thair‘ﬂthituda”&ﬂ &
whole, with forty-five per cent of them showing favarablé Ghtle
tudeé. Oonly thirty-nine rer cent of the boye showed favorsble
attitudes. Table & shmwé thet percentages wero cloee in the un-
decided eolumny with sixi{y-one ver cent of the boyes and filty-
five per cent of the girle being neutrsl. The girle hed a higher
rercentage of favorable scores on all seections of the test, ale
though the percentages on the test concerning Zuropean countriss
were only one per cent aprsrt. There was ro grnrrecisbhle difference
in the prercentages made by boyes and glrle on attitud@érfaVQving
gauvaes of jJuvenils daiim@uancy, help for mﬁrapaay countpries, the
peacs~time drart, use of the atomic bomb and cotmrunizm. Thé

atiitude betweer the cexers varied widsly in the percsntages

"Hapold Jaynes Bingham, The Relatlion of Certain Soslal
Attitudes to “chool Achievemeliby DPe 100,
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favoring attitude against wap, help for the ncedy in the United
ctater, natura’l resources snd the Wnitaé ¥atlons. Vot mueh
vapiction was found ir the sttitudes on honsing condltione,
trectment of criminale and toward the Tegro. ’Hmﬁs.had.a greater
rercentage of neutralibty or indif:erencs on all taétﬁbaxnemt on
hel for Puropsan countrises {(which w:: negligible), &ud the use
of the atowmic bomb. Boys also had & greater percentags of an-
tagoniem to all the igsue: except to the oner agalnct communism,
juvawile delinquency and treutment of crimingla.

Pable 4 shows the range of scores &nd medlun zcores of boys
and o.i.g on the twelve soclal attitude testz. In only one test
did “he girl: have & wider range of scores than the boys. ‘hils
tect was on juvaﬁil@ delinguency and there wacs only one point
Aifforence in the range of seores. There was a wide varisztion
in the pange of scores for the two teshs, help %n ths needy in
the Tnited rtates and the pspoe-tinme draft. The range of scores
for pha boys was much wider than that of the girles. Doye had a
gféater range of scores on the tﬁgta, showipg attitude bLoward
*he Nezro, war, natural resources, comsunism, United Yatlone,
the use of the atomic bomb, housing conditions and treastment o
eriminals. The range of ccores for both boys and girls on the
Leet portaining to help for IZuropean countries was practically
the same. The wide vardlation in the range of ccores between bojys
and girls seemsz to indicute that the glrls tend to be closer to-

gether in their thinking than the boys.
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TAaBRLE 4

RANGE OF SCORTY AND MEDIAN oonnpma 1., ADE
BY BOYS &ND GIRLS NN THE TWRILVY
nn(\ir iL Ammjr}? f’}‘ﬁ)"‘!h T?"mrzm

Range of 3aores Vedian feores:

Name of Te=t : ‘ FR
Roys Girls Boys | Glrle

_The Negro 1875 | 32-68 | 47.50 | 50.50
 Against war 24-66 37464 52,656 | 52,36
. Natupal Resources | 40-72 41-71 | 58.25 |  56.39

“elping Ruropean B IR
Countries 21-71 | 23.m1 51.80 | 58.40

' United Watlons  |24-75 | 35.76 | 55.63 L s7.4
. Agalnst Communiem 18-75 #1-75 | 61,00 (ﬁgfsv‘a1
:ﬂea;mfiﬁtomic Bomb |33.64 | 39.58 15 | 48,77

'i 54Qé6

ﬂﬁbuaing Conditions

wyGevevnmﬁnt Help for | =
i u 15n71 ' 45*?5

‘1,ae -time Draft 15-75 B8-175
uvenila Delirqueney |38+69 39w71

!T?aatman% of Crimi- e
- nals 29-70 . | B7-67

Potal Tests 54-67 | 4464

Differences in mediasn scores, @s shown in Table 4, are 80
negligible that no comment ig necaéﬁary, ﬁéaarﬁing tc the data
given in Table 3 and Table 4, sex is of 11 tle 1mp@rtanae An dew

termining social attitudes of eighth grade school c¢hildren.
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It oonelusi~n, this chapter has attempted to show the
attituder of two hundred eighth grade children to twelve
gorial rroblemz, a&nd how erex i- & fackor in debtermining so-

cial attitudes.



CHAPYER IXX

1 2y K-l AL R N g R TA T
DEROON JTITTY AT T

Like the term "attitudesz" the word "perzonality" has
az many interpretations aé there are those to u&e*aﬁa word.
Poaysonality ie something whieh everyone ﬁgasaﬁée&, bat whiech
ig not easy to define. é?ersamality hag been sald to be the
totsl combination of the effeatSsﬁhich;aﬁ individual hss upon
other peotle and upon himself.l "peraonality is the composite

I

ol ar individualts emntional téﬁdencies, attitudes, and be-

havior patt@rnsg“g William Healey expressez the meaning of
peraonallty in this manners

Pergonallty 1z an lntegrated syestem of habitual sade
Juatments to the environment, particularly to the social
environment. Personality is the individual's specific
and ordinarlly exhibited attitudes, choracterisiice, and
behavior tendenciss. 3~ | ’

Twe it 18 meer Fuat attliuder arve rarte of perionaliby.
The Lwo are 2o cloraly iuterwover that it ie diffleult to sepa-
rate them.
“hile no sharp line of demareation csn be drawn be-~

tweeon attitudes and peraonallty trpalts, the latter
shonld in general he distinguishad as denoting the

, lwillis'ﬁhlﬁ'and ‘rancls Powers, TPersonal and “peigl Ade
ustment, p. 355¢ ———

gparannali% g ‘
ey -y, Adjustment of the Elementary-“chool “hild
Tifteonifh Yearbonk of The T Ational Hlementﬁryzﬁiinaipal, p;’zﬁﬁ.

z (T oy ¢ wy ™ -
"Willism ¥Yealey, cersonslity in ormation ana actlon, pe 4.
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gcharacteristic forms of behavior, whereas attlitudesz are

moyr: frequently regarded as sets for certalin kinds of

verbal response exvresgeing value.

An individual'z personality is colored by his attitudes,
and hiszs attitudes, in turn, are sf ected by the manner in
which he meets his personal and szocial problewma.

*?@rﬁanality development has been emphasized & great deal
in recent years. The modern teacher csunot help but be aware
of the probleme of pupil adjuetment. That personallity should
be in harmoniouns relation with other aspects of the Individual
ig a well recognized fact. oince childhood offers tQa greatest
opportunity for personality guldsnce, the elementary school
should emphaslze the study of the problem of child aéjustm&an
Heoaley says:

‘Yo one o8rn sscspe the conclusion that & wide diffusion
of knowledge concerning persconality characterigtics as
they determine attitudes, beliefs, and behavior 1s a prime
requisite for the orderly progress of our clvilization
and aven for safeguarding its present status. The indi-
vidual in his widening relationships has to cope with his
world, and society has to cope with him as ag individual,
and, mogt importantly, with his versonality.?
aince the szchool existe to heln puplls to live succesg~

fully, the school must employ all means at ite dl:posal to
gulde the child. The way in which personality characteristice
and soclsl attitudes are related is a factor irn knowing the
child better. Then, only after learning all information possi-

ble about the -~hild, iz the school able to gulde him.

pp. 254=-358.

SHealey, op. cite, p. 188,
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Exvlanation of California Personality Test

- The California Personality Test makes possible a dlup=

noatie profile for each chlld. one sectlion of the profile
tries tn indicate how the child feels about himsslf, while

the other zectlion consicts of components of soclal =adjustment.
There are eix zub-divisions 1in the first or self-adjusiment
section: (a) self-reliance, (b) sense of personal worth,

{(¢) senee nf personal freedom, (d] feeling of bel-rpirg, (e)
freedom from withdrawing tendenclier, () freedmé from nervous
ﬂymptnms-‘ The esoclal adjustment section has slx componenta,

as follows: (a) sociz) standards, (b) soclal skille, (e¢) free-
dom from anti-goelal tendencles, (d) family relstions, (e)
gehionl relatione, (f) comrunity relations. The average of the
two parte of the test iz concslidered a measure of the child's
total personality adjustment. Faeh child who took the attitudes
tagt also took the personallity teet.

Pacte Revealed by the (alifornis
Personallisy Test

The resulte of the personallity test were spomewhat diszap-
pointing since the children tested were found te be below the
average in personality adjustment. The median &atal adJus tment
wag at the twenty-seventh percsentile. This low score may indle
cate that the sechool and home envirvonment falled %o provide
atimulatiﬁg experiences that might act &e important factors in
the processes of pupil adjustmﬁgt. Ofther factore might e the

/

stres: of the war years, in which the puplls were zubjocited to



much strsin, insecurity, =rnd frequent change of teachers and
schools, Ths resulte of the personality teszt indicate & need
for investigating poseibls changes in the objectlives, materlals,
and vrocedures nf the curriculugm. |

Table & ahawg that the @upng;maae a ﬁﬁch higher medlan
percentile score in self-adjustaent (38.07) than in social

adjuctment (17.853).

TABLY 8

ACTUAL RANGE SCORES, WEDIAN, AND THR
PERCENIILS RANGE, UEDIAW, AND NORM
OF SELP-ADJUSTMENT, SOCIAL AD-
JURTWRNT, AND TOPAL ADTUSTHENT
o 200 TIGTH GRADE DUPILS

Actual | Beore’ Pepaentil
Secktion of Test Range |WMedian E , '

feores ‘IRange. | Medlan Norm
ce1f-adjus tment %2-58 | 45.5 | 15~65 1 39.97 50
“pelal Adjustment 25-50 | 43.33 - 1-25 17,53 50
Total adjustment: 58-102 | 88462 | 5-40 274862 50

This indicates that the puplls are nearer the average in
thinking sbout thewselves than they a?@viﬁ relation to other
psople. The actual range of scores for the two parté of the
tect wasz much wider in the self-adjustment section. With a
poseible score of gseventy-two for eaech gection, the medlan for
se@lf-adjustment waz 45.5, and the median for sgocial adjustment

was 43.33. This was a negligible difference irn the two szeciione.



However, In the median seorez nn the rercentile basgis with
a norm of fifty, there was a wide variastion. The selfead-
Juatment sectinn medlan score was much larger, 30.87, as
eounared to the medlan of ths =oeial adjustment section, 17.53.
These low self-adjuetment scores may Indicate 8% the schools
have been too formal or traditional, and that more informal
activities should be undertaken. The even lower soclal adjust-
ment scores eshow thet the puprlle do not know how to get along
with other peorle successfully.

Table 6 shows the egix componc ta of the sgelf-adjustment
cection of the test with the range of actual scores, medians,

medians and range, and norm of percentile scores.

TABLE 6

RANGE 0% ZCORES AKD THE RANGE, MEDIAN,
AFD BORK IN PERCENTILE SCORES ¥ADE
BY TWO HUNTRED EIGHTH GRADE PUPILS

O THE SELF-ADJUNTHENT SECTION OF
THE CALIFARWIA PERSONALITY TECT

L Aetusl |  Percentile
Actual {Score

Ttem Seoren Median |Range &edtan lorm
celf-reliance 5-10 6 5-50 |37.15 |50
" fSagnse of Personal -
Worth 3=10 7 5-80 8.2 50
“ense of Personal ‘ |
Freedom 2-10 8 1-45 | 28.58 50
Fesling of Belonging 4-11 8 1-68 18 50

¥reedom from With- .
drawing 7Tendencies 0-12 7 0«35 44 | 80

#“rasdom from mervoﬁg |
Symptoms 1-12 8 1-85 ]41.86 50




The wideost ranzge of scores was in the section eon freesdom
from withdrawing tendencles. The vange was av wide ag poesible,
0-12. The medliar vereentile zeore was farty-four on thla
seebinn also, making 1t the gectlon wiltn the highest median.
Thage children do rot, a3 2 whole, then, retire into a world
of fentasy, bubt asrec sbovt aversge in meeting cvery-day lifs.
Fregdon from nervous sympbome which was 41.6 was not far from
the nrorm »f 50. The "feeling of belonging® it@@ showad a vepy
low medien percentile zcors of elghieen., Thls indlcates a
vary real feeling of i-securlity. The relativsly high median
sgore nf the seetlion on self-rslliance may be exvlalnes 1y the
fact that it wag necessary for the childrer to rely upon them-

&

gelve: becsusza of the lack of feeling of helonglng.

Tabls 7 showe the sub~sectinns of the zoclilal adjustment
part of the test. On one sgection, Irasdom frow anti«gacial
tendencles, the punile were well asbove the norm, with & medlan
percentile score of 63.6. The low score, 5.35, made on the
socizl gtancdapds sub-division of the hest, iudlicater that the
vupils have ot come to unferstond the righte of others and
deo not approecicte the neoud Tor subordinsting certaln dezires
Lo thae needs of the group. The somewhat higher median score,
20.%, made or the soelal skilles btest showe that the pupils
have a likirg for peovle, snd ars better trsined in dealing
with neonle, although they have 1little st:zndarde ou which to
bacs Lhely behavior. Yore emphasgis on aspects of goclal traine
ing, ctiquette, character, and attitude b ilding are indicated

by the low scores on szocial standards and =kille.
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TARLE 7
ANGE OF CCORES ANT THE RANGE, MEDIAN,
ASD NORM IN NTILE 8CHTRS WADE

Ry W TN NETT RTOH ARADT PUPTLE
ON PHE "O00IA P EROCTIOW
OF THE SALITORNIA PEROANHNALITY PfEom

Item Range of {ecore

‘ Sgores |¥edian | Range liedian lorm
cocial Standards 2-9 5 1-20 | 5.35 |80
Soclal Skills z-11 8 1-80 130.3 50
¥peedom from Antl- , N

Social Tendencles 2.12 { 1 190 {65.6 B0

Familﬁ Palations .10 5] 1-40 111.2 SO
“ghool Velations 1.10 B 1-80 567 50
Comunity Heiation& 4.11 7 1-58 - 3.5 6O

The low scores on the three asvectsz of snvironmental con-
aitl-ns, family, school, and community, indleate a feoling of

{rsecurity. In family relations no pupil wmade higher than the

forty percentile score. Only one pupil madé the noym or

fiftieth percentile on

school and aommuniﬁy ralstionss The

repvlis may indicate too 1little stress o schael—ecmmunity ra~

lations and suggest the nesd for emphaesis on teaching the ac~

tiv itian of the eamyuniﬁ§-

There wag no significant ﬁiffareﬁcea in the actual medisn
gscore or median percentile scores of boys and girle, ag shown
‘n Table 8. The glrlc averaged elightly hwigher ihan the boys

on gelf-ad justment, soclial adjustment and the‘tata} ad Jugtment

seores. The boye made & wider ranga of actual scores than the



29

08 | 4*B3} 142 | OP~CL OV -8 gs 8*88(180C1-89 | 101-89 juemgsnfpy 1e30d
RAECERERE 021 {89~1 |24 34 3-1 {i~¥% BUCE3®10u L31uUnswogd
08 1 €°9 |08 | G881 |Se2~1 |4"F 9°t | 01+2 &-1 BUCiye ey [eoyds
08 | 4"35°CT | G8~1 |OP-1 1 3°8 o*g B ol~% BUOR3E TRy A{juBa
05 | €°3G] L~AP | C3-0T]08~1 | 811 201} 21~¢ g1~ ESTOUBRUL
1BTID03~1UY HOJS WOROed
08 | 2*p2} 281 | O&=g | 99~T |1°8 g*L 1i~¥% or-2 SITIHs 18190s
08| e"2 g*¥ OT-1T {o2~-1 jg"° F*g B-1 £-3 gpdgpuB} s [BIOOS
08 | L°8T}&°4L1 | G8-C j88~1 |O*¥PF Ptery| 8b-22 | 09-ty juswgsufpy TBTO0s
O8 | P OF| 1P | GE-T1 | 98-C |98 18 2I1~1 1~ mogdmly] BUOALSE Wods WOPLOL
Q8 | 4TLP S°BF | G50 | 86T | 274 & &1-6 31-1 saLouspue
BUTREAPUL TN WOLH wopoodd
08 | 4*BT| $*91 ] 95~1 | 89~1 | ¥*R '8 | 11-8 1i~% dutbueyec Jo gugyesy
08 | 9°08] 2°%8 | G¥~1 | GP~G | ¥°B 78 oi~g 63 Rad® Wopesd | TBUCS.E. JU OBULS
DS | B8R 448 | QE-G |OE~-5 | 479 5%9 o1~ o1~g Ydof TeUGBuRg JO BEUBY
0S| g§*ug| £°0% | c&~9 |OoB~8 | ©° c*e O01l-% =g BOUB T BU~JTES
08 | P*OB] L7888 | QE~QT] G9-CT 1°9P grg 99=-22 | 8&-g9 guemysnfpy~-Jies
] g ) & B g 5 B
Gdo] uBIpewn sJuw BEESCEENET) 84005 JO guUcTsIATd~ang
- e1riuedded s3uny uUeIpPey ;mwmmm TENRG OV

8 HI1OV4

p.m.o#r“u .

H

b S A
S F(w..k..tf

e

MP
FAGFUNAY

B



girls or each of the -wo parts, and the total test, but the
‘diff@renae was eglights, The boys made a much wider range of
scores then the girls on the 2ocial adjustment section which
indicuter s greater difficuliy in relationes wiih other peorle.
The differences between the sexe: were not great in the iwelve
components of the tests. The Doys made a wider range of sctual
scores on the sube-divigion: of feeliag of belonging; freedom
Trom anti~social tendenciss, end family relatlons. The zirl's
scores were of grsatsr varicty or were the same range 8¢ the
boye on all the~0ther sactions of the tess. The glrls hed a
higher msdianaﬁtual score than the boys on eix of the gl
divieinne, and were sgual to ths boys on thres of the parts of
the teet., In the range of percentile scnres, the girls had a
wider range on flve of the sub~divisions, while the boys had a
wider vange on four of the sectiones 7In elight sub-divigions
of the test, the girls made a higher medlan poercentile score,
but only three of these scores were eignifiesnt. In the self-
reliance section the zirls made s median percentile score of
58.5 az o upared to the score of 40.2 for the boys. In the
section on & zense of personsal freedom the girl's scors wag
20.6 per cent to 23.3 for the boye., In the egocial ekillg csctlon
4.2 per cent was made by the girls and 18.2 was made ©y the
boyss On ths whole there was ne signifiecant differenae in the
gexee 1in the zelf-adjustment, soclal adJustment, or ﬁatal pare

gonallty adjustment phases of the test.

3
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rRelationship of attitude to Social "rob-
lems snd Personality Adjustiment

Feom the facté revealed by the two teet, there does seem
to be a slight relationchip betwean attitude to socilal prob-
lems and persorality adjustment. Table ¢ shows 8 comparison
of the rossible scores, clase medien, and range of scores

made by the vupilas on the Ltwo te=nts.

TABLE §

TR ML PRI A3CFY  PRLIT
}fsrk(y““? i R CTOANDY Y ; Bsh

B 00 CCORES MADE
TR PUPTLE

PN

Fosrinle Clezs range
lane of Tsst  Sgore Yedian of
Teores
californisa Perzonallty
Taot . 144 48,62 58102
Attitude Toward Secilal
Problems 78 rL8E 2487

There was 8 higher medisn score on the svv.c.de tes® and
a wider range of goores on the vergonality test. There scorass
sgam to indlesfs & poor st ndimg’of vergonality adjustment but
& better standing on sgocial atiitudes.

No rupil ranked above the norm on the personality adjust-
ment tecst, but eighteen pupile, or nine per cent of the total
rur:le, made high scores on the attitude teste., These acores
were gixty pointe or above whiceh indicated & highly favorable

attitude to the szoclal problems under discuseion.
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Table 10 shows the zcores made by the elghteen high-
georing pupile on the attitude test and thelr standing on

TABLE 10

SELF-ADJUSTMENT, S0CIAL ADJUS ATMENT, AND
TOTAL ADJUSTMENT PYRCENTILE SCOREZ OF
PIGHTEEN HIGH-RANKING PUPILS ON

THE SOCIAL ATTIPUDES PRSP

Pupil menﬁ Parcéntile mént @eraantilé mént Pereantiia
gcarmv Score a@ara
1, 35 | 15 25
2. 45 ‘/ 20 50
P 45 15 30
4. 45 15 20
5. 35 10 20
6+ 50 20 | 25
7. 80 15 | 25
8. 40 15 . B0
v  9~ | 40 : 15 25
10‘ | 40 15 ' 25
‘Vii;, 15 10 ] isf
12, | 45 20 30
13, 0 20 30
1%;» 1 25 10 | ‘20
1. 40 20 30
164 60 | 20 | 40
7. 50 15 %0
‘H §g, ] 45 20  :_ « 30




the personallty test. Only one of the purile, Yumber 16, was
in the highest reoking group in the peresonslity test, whiech
wag in the fortieth percentlile group. Therse was one pupil,
Number 6, who war in %the secord highest ranking group in the
pergonality test scores. The loweet nercentile sroune of the
personality test was not wepresented in the hishest group of
attitude btest zeorsa, o there iz a relatlonshly in that no

low-ranking test scores of one test are found ir the highe

raniing grous of the othay test.

Teble 11 ie oifered es s further explanation of the re-

lationehlr of the high and low scores on the feskts.. Eleven or

KT SOFALITY

——

fumner | ADove Ledian Helow Hedian
Tach of an o1

Puplle Yersonallby Test Persouality Peek
Tumber “er [ent Humber (Ter (ent

Attitude Towara
Social Problens

High Score 18 11 61.2 7 58.8

Low Scove 1 — - Pl 100.9
/ Tumber | Above Vedlan Ta1now Nedlan
Tezt of on : on

Pupile jAttitude Test Abtituds Test
umber |Per Lent | lurber Pey Lent

California Peyp-
zonality

High “eore
L.ow “oore

& 2 25.0

86,7

»

A o
pod
G~
QMo
By




61.2 per cent of the sightsen high-ranking attitude test scores
were above the medisn on the total perasonality test. Ffeven

or Z8.8 per cent of the high-ranking eighteen :scorss were he=-
1nw the median score of 27.62 made on the personslity test.

g1x or seventy~ilve per cent of the elght high-ranking verw
gonality test scores were above the madian attitude test scores,
but were not in the tov hracget of the alttitude teat scores.
The small number of casss in the extremely low attitude angd
perasonallty te=zt gscorsgs distorts the trus pleture, but it can
be ameen that %he low atbtitude test score is aleo below the
madian on the peraonality test. Of the three oxtremely low
perzonallty scorez, one is above the medlaen on the attitude
tect and two are below the median. Thus, 1t iz sgeen that thers
appears to be a relationship between high attitude teat mcoresn
and the highest group of personality scores. Pupils making

low attitude test gcores also wade low permonality test scores.
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Conelusions
aAe & vregult of the enalysis of the dats presented in thie
study, it 18 conciuded that:
|

1. Yore than one-haif, or B7.5 per cent, of the two hundred

puriie tested 1r this study had no elesr convietions on the

2

-
£y ¢

i, Thig neviral

gocial Llssues rvresente attitvde may be due to
immaturity on the part of the students ard voor envirosnmental
conditione for develonpl g interects in =zocial problems.

2. Forty-two per cent of the rundlls had Jdefinlite orpinicns
favoring the rocial attituvdes in guestlion. %iﬁe per cent had
extremely high scoreg showing g definite agr@ement with the so-
cial attitudes under siudy.

3. 0orly the one student or «5 per gent of the total group
hat & total score of unfavorable attitudes.

4., Tt was found that gax made no gignificant diffsrence
in eighth grade childran's attituvde on certzin zoclial probleme.

Z. The bYwo hundred sighth grade ehildren made & low psr-
corality adjuetment rating which may be due tc insecurity in
the home, gchool, and comrunity. Thie insecurlty may be a ro-
gult of the war pe;iqﬁ or frequent changes of schaools and
tasachere.

€« The self-adjustment rating of the purils wss much higher

than the social adjustment scoves, indlcsting & greater fecling
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of insecurity in dealing with other peonle than with thene
EBIVEE .

7. There wa&s uo arprecisble difference i1z fex on the per~
gorallty adjustment test, althoup: the girle ranked elightly
higher thsn thse boye.

8. There seems fto be a relationship in high attituds test
éamre&, and the highest ranking greup of the mefamw&lity TOOTER.
"upiles mekinge low sttitude testvgcﬁrss glee made low n@rﬁonﬁlity

test scores.

Recownendatione

Az & vegult of the findings of thiles study, the foilowing
recomuandationg are made:

i. This study ehows that elgbth grade children are not
groatly interested 1n roclal problems; therefors, the school
should no% stress these issues, but leave them to the high
sehool years when the puplls are more capable of understanding
the izzues.

2. If there two hundred childrer are typical Texas eighth
grade echool children, (and thers seems fo he no reason w@y
they should nnt be typical), then thare shounld be a careful
examinatinon of the objectives, materisle, and procsedures of the
curric:lu, in order %o heln the pupile becoms hetter adjucsted
to thely environment.

3. The poor gocial adjustment seore: made by the pupils
indicate 8 need for plucing gveater smpharie on the relation-

ghin of children to other people by the schopl and the home.
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4, A nced for more emphagie on aspects of socigl train-
ing, etiquette, character, and attitude vrilding i: indleated
by the iow scores on gocisl standards and skille.

8. ¥nvironmental eonditione in home and school conducive
to develoring a feeling of security in children should be

devoloped.
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