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CHAPTER 1
THE PROBLEM AND PROCEDURE

In the past few years, some parents and edueators have
noticed with growing concern the absorption and strange fas~
eination of the comie book for chil&réﬂ and some adulis.

The large variety of titles seen In any news stand,
the huge stacks of these books seen in most homes, the
comics hid in the pages of the geography book, and the look
of intense interest on a child’s face when reading these

books have all been factors in motlvating this study.

Statement of the Problem

It 18 the purpose of this study to (1) determine the
nistory and status of the comic beck; (2) to find out how
many and what kinds of comic books two groups of fourth
graders of the Perryton school are reading (3) to set up
a well-planned reading program in one of these groupsj
(48 to compare the amount and kinds of comle bocks read
by the two groups at the end of thﬁkex@arimental period.

Source of Data

The material for this study was secured from (1) peri-
odicals and books; (2) questionnaires from children and
parents; (3) observation of children; (4) interest and ac~

tivity inventories. 1
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Method of Procedure

Research was made on the history of the comic book, be~-
ginning with the early cartoons énd tracing the development
of the present day comic book. The status of the comic book
was established by quotations and @lscussiéns of the opin-
ions of those in favor of the reading of the comies and
those opposed to the reading of them. Authorities in the
flelds of reading, psychology, mental hyglene, and related
subjects were cited.

After the results of the reading questionnaires were
tabulated and interpreted, the reading program was set up
in one of the groups, using the child's basic needs and
interests as criteria.

At the end of the experimental perlod, the raééiﬂg

questionnaires were agaln given, tabulated and interpreted.

Definition of Terms

The term “eomic book" 1s used for =all paper-~bound
periodieals of a standard size (about geven inches by ten
inches) made up totally or almost telally of picture
stories,Qo? comics, and sold independently of newspapers.
Comic stripsPare thbse found in the daily or Sunday papers.

"Children's magazines" are paperwbsund periodicals,
written for eﬁilﬁren, and usually containing stories, poems,
pictures, puzgles, Jokes, anéd other features. Peolly Pilg-
ftails and Calling All Girls are classed as maggalnes in
this gstudy.
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The experimental period extended over a period of
eight months, from Seﬁggmé»r until 4pril, and includéd the ,
time between the giving of the two sets of reading and

guestlonnaires. .

Group I consisted of eighteen fourth-grade children,
from the Perryton school, and was the guided group. Group
II was also made up of eightaen,feurth~gra&& children,

from the Perryton se

, but was not given speeial
guidance. |
Related Studles

Experiments have been made in motivating interest in
reading and breaéeniﬁg children’s Interests. Magazine
reading for pleasure has been innovated in many high schools
and some elementary schools. The comic books have been
brought inte some class rooms, Efforts have been made,
on the other hand, %o eliminate all comic hook reading.
Many educators suggesi a well-rounded reading program,
keeping in mind the child's bagic needs and interests.



CHAPIER 1X
HISTGRY AND STATUS CF THE COMIC BOOK

In making a study of the comic books read by certain
faurthfgraﬁe children, it will be helpful to trace the his-
tory of the comle beok, The sudden rise in 1tg popularity
and its reception by a&ults as well ag children are dis-

cussed later in the chapter.

History of the Comiec Book
One should have an understanding of the development of
the comic strip before undertaking to give the history of
the comic book.
Sarah Laurie explains the beginning of the comie strips
by saying:

The popularity of that urge, iﬁay'it with flowers,'
is all part of our tendency to make pictures of our
thoughts, our inherent need for dramatizing life. We
like to see ocur ideas in sction. Hence the movies,
hence the comic strip, which is really as classlc as a
ballad or a frieze in a Greck temple. 1
From the pens of clever cartoonists have come delight-

ful characters te cheer one's dull moments. "They bring us
pletures and conversations of pecple doing the things we

like to do, the things we daren't do ourselves, or can't or

1
Sarah D. Laurie, “The Comiec Strip,® Ihe Forum, LXXIX
(April, 1928), 527. "



don't want to."

The fact that they have been printed for the main pure
pose of meking money for the author and inereasing cireula-
tion of the newspaper hss not lessened the publie's enjoy~
ment of then.

For the real beginning of the plcture story, we shall
have to go back tc the cavemen. W, W. D. Sones explains it
in this ways

The pleture story is rcally as old as graﬁhic GO
munication itself and hes persisted throughout all his-
tory. Early cavemen plctured thedr hunts and prey on

the cave walls; the family, vocationzl, and politicsl

life of Fgyptians is communicated to us by pletures and

signs on wall panels from temples and tombsy Greek ar~

tists not only drew action plcture strips but were @%#bably

the first to use 'balloons' to indicate speech coming

from the mouths of figar@s in the scenesy the story of

the Nopman invasion of England is recerded in the Bayeaux

tapestrys; even the instructional purpcses of Martin

Luther were served in the picture strig entitled

WPassional Christi and Anti Christi.®

Ihe first comies printed in the United States were in

the form of cartoons or funny pletures and were drawn for the
purpose of entertalmment rather than instruction. Full page
comics, but not in st#ip form, were started in the United

States in the latter part of the nineteenth century.'william

Laas gives the date or the birth of the comic strip as

2
Ern&st Bremnecke, "The Real @isgien of the Funny Paper,"
Century Magazing, CVII (March, 1924), 666,

3
%.&.E. Sones, “Comic Books Are Going to School," Pr
' Education, XXIV (April, 1947), 209,

’ kﬁarr Price, "Comles Go Blg Business,” World's Wi gg,
(dugust, 1931), 36;
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Sunday mﬁrﬁing, February 16, 1896, when there appeared for

the first time a grinning, ugly boy clﬁtheé in an a

length yellow nightshirt. "Fhe Yellow Kid," as he soon

came to be ealleé, was the child of R, F. Quta&ult.g |
Comies usually have:

1. 4 continuing charaetar whm bee@maa the reader's
dear friend.

2. 4 seguence of pletures, which may be funny or
thrilling, complete in themselves or part of a
longer story.

3. 8Speech in the drawing, usually in b%eeks of l@ttern
ing surrounded by *baileeﬁ lines.?

In 1907, the first dailly comic strip appeared in the

B8an Francisco

Chroanicle. It was Harry C. (Bud) Fisher's
"A Mutt," later changed to "Mutt and Jeff," and has been a
fixture ever siaaef? |
The comics were not well reeeived'by everyong. In
1920, Elizabeth Robbins Pennell denounced them as a
primitive form of humor and accused them of playing a lead~
ing part in the demoralization of the eaunﬁ?y.gv

However, Heywood Broun discussed the improvement of the

5
William Laag, "A Half-Century of Comie Art,"
ow of IL; ture., XXXI (Mareh 2@, 19h83, 30.

6

Coulton waugh, Lhe Comies, p. 1b.
7

Pri@@, EBse m’, Ds 350

Saturdasy

Flizabeth Robbins Fennell, "Our Tragie Comics," Horth
rican ggﬁ}gg, CCxI (Fabruary, 1920), 256,
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;%bmﬁﬁr generation over the past‘ganeratigh and gave credit
to the newspaper comic sirips. In conclusion he said:

I would not commend the comle strip as an agency
for inculcating good manners. It seems to me that the
frolicsome children of these plctures sometinmes go too
far in their gearch for good clean fun. But they do set
up in the iwpressionable a fine and simple faith in the
toughness of the gaman carcass and the &my@rviausnﬁss of
the human splrit. |

The comiec girip writars have their 6wa code of ethics
and have always considered the opinions of the public,
#*Clarence, the Cop" by C. W. Kohles ran for nine years but
was finaily stopped by the eriticisms of the New York police
force, Perhaps Richard Outesuli's "Yellow 14" was allowed

10
to subside for the seme reoason. ,

In 1931, Burr Price diseussed the difficult task of the
comic strip writers and made this statement:. . ."There are
a variety of taboos and resirictionst race anﬁ religi@ﬁ%

sengibllities muat never be offended, motherhood and marital

relationships are saered, An off-color gag is aut#““*’
‘aﬁgfiﬁg;s been sald that the first comic book was pulbs
lished in 1911. This, however, was nct the comic book of
today. 1t was larger, used better paper, and earried r@Q

prints from newspaper strips of "Mutt and Jﬂff&#

QEEywnmﬁ Broun, "It Seems to Heywood Broun,®” The Nation
CAXXT (July 23, 1939), 7.

I@Sarah De Laurie,,ﬁg. cit.s pe 530,
11
Price 3y 8F« € i tt, P» 3‘7 .



Editors of features gyndicated now check closely all
drawings and lines of the text before they are §rinteé.12
The first comic bock wasg offered to the readers for a

few cents and six coupons clipped from succeedlng issues of

rlean, and in this manner the comic book bew
13

campe a clreulation builﬁer.

George Delacorte of Dell Fublishing Company published

mndes in 1529, and sold it inﬁependently‘gf any nevse
paper. It was printed in four colors and was the size of a
newspaper tablold. Thls was an important step since the
comics were written and drawn expressly fer it. It was
printed by Eastern Color Printing Company and even though
it was short lived, the idea was not forgsttan.lh

In 1933 this same company experimented with a little
book by making i1t the size of a newspaper tabloid folded
twice, thus giving it the same format as the present day
book but using reprints and the premium 1&63, Mf,c' Gaines
is given credit for later pasting a ten cent sticker on each

book and selling them on the news stands. Issue No. 1 of

these Famous Funnles appeared in May, 193%. 15

12
Ward Greene, "The Comics Have Rules of Their Oun,®
Good Housekeeplne, CXXI (September, 1945), 24,

lBHayden Weller, "The First Comie Book,"™ J 21 of Ede-
= f YY)

lonal Soecilolozy, "XVIIT (December, 19%%) 19
lh%aughs gp« glt., P« 339. 15;bgd., P. 340,
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ive Dan, a one~color book with original art work,
appeared in 19333 however, the first four-color b@éks of
present size with original art and wrlting did not appear
until 1935. These bﬂoka, at first called New Fup and later
changed to Hore Fun, with another bock ealled Hew Adventure

Comics started a very important trend in comic book history.
The first book té be devoted to one partieunlar subject,
Detective Comics, came out in Jamuary, 1937. It merked the
beginning of the time when the comic books were to leave
the nawspﬁger/strips and gtart something beld snd sensa~
tional of their ewn.lé |

It took Superman, created by Jerry Slegel and Joe
schuster, "to 1ift the whole comic book industry in his
immenée arms and blow it inte an exiravaganza new o pube
17 1In

Jaruary, 1939, the MeClure Syndieate published Superman in

lishing, new to America, and mew to the world,"

the dally newspapers and In May of the same year\the Super-

yzine appeared. These books and many imita-
tions flooded the news stands. The actual figures ér@z in
1939~1940, sixty; in 1941, one hundred and sixzty-eight.

Twelve to fifteen million coples were sold eaeh.ménth‘lg

In 1941, Ld§ﬁli‘Th@mpann wrote in the Atlantlc Monthly:
16

Waugh, op. gli., ps 342.
17 18

Ibld., ps 343 Ipid.
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There's a new straw in the wind, It is America's
million~dollar~a-month craze for comic strip magazines.
This enormous business has grown up in less than twe
years =-- in the two years since Funich. The magazines
are not just reprints of the comie pages; in fact, for.
the most part they geatﬁr@ different eharacters and a
different formula.:? :

By 194%%, more than twenty million ecopies were seld
menxhly.ze In 1947, the mumber had risen to the almost un-
. 21
believable amount of sixty million ceopfes a month.

. The Status of the Comic Book

dscussion deals en=-

=

It must ﬁa kept in mind that this
tirely with the comlc book and does not refer to the comic
strips in the dally or Sunday nevwspapers.

It was on May 8, 1940, that Sterling North's editorial,
84 Hational Disgrace and a Challenge to American Parenis,” in

raco Dally Hews, voiced the opinions of some eﬁneat&rg,

Farantg,vand clergymen, His scathing attack on the cemic
books was republished by forty newspapers and magagzlines, éné
almost a year later wﬁqaest$ for reprints averaged about a
thousand a day. He called the comic book business " a
poisonous mushroom growth of the last two years. . . . full

of the sex hﬁrrmr serials. . « « badly drawn, badly written,

1?Lava11;Thmmps@n, "Hot se Comic," Atlaniic Monthly,
CLXVIT (January, 1941}, 105. o |

20 o ' ' _ |
Harvey Zorbaugh, Editorial in the Journal of Educationg.l
»';ﬁg sziz (Eﬁﬁ@mber, l?hn), l?kt

=21 |
woomics! Publishers Organize to Improve Standards,®
Publishers' Weekly, CLI (June 1, 1947), 2941,
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and badly printed. + . . a strain on young eyes and young
nervous systems . » » « parents and teachers must band to-
gether to bresk the comic magazine. " 22

At a lunchecn with writers for Parents' Magszine held
at Hotel Rocsevelt during Chlldren's Book Week in 1941,
George Hecht reported that seventy-five per cent of the
leisure time of children nine to fourteen years of age was
absorbed by comie magazines. He stated that there were one
i ve different titles and that fifteen
millions were sold eaeh month., The next week Fred Allen ﬁé~

hundred and %wentﬁf

voted a lot of time on his radio show to amusing interviews
with people who had been influenced for better or worse by
camies.QB |

Other writers and educators took up the fight, surveys
were made to see how many were belng read, and explanations
were offered to account for the strange fascination of ehile
dren for this ugly little book which was printed in glaring
colors on cheap papere.

In 1941, Robert L. Thorndyke noticed the strong appeal
of comics to children and decmed it woerth while to make an
analytical study on the range and difficulty of the vocabu~

lary of some of the most widely cireculated ones, He used

ggﬂﬁagling North, "The Antldo#ie for Comics,™ }

27
3“E$Qk Week Audience Hears about Comics," Publisher
Weekly, CXL (Wovember 22, 1941), 1953,
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Superman, Batwan, fction Comics, and Detective Comics in
his study. He found that each book contalned about ten

thousand words of reading matter -- more than he expected to
find. The nmuber of slang words and uﬁrﬁs‘ﬁith alang meane
ings was not alarming and many hundreds were worde a child

needs to encounter to expand his reading vocabulary. By us-

ing the Lorge formula, he classified them as fifth and sixzth

grade reading lavel,ah

The same year Paul wWitty made several studies to deter~-
mine the extent and nature of reading the comies. By way of
explanation he says:

Teachers and parents are becoming aware of the ex~
tent to which children resd the comics. Reactions to
this activity are varled. Some persons lock upon the
situatian with.apprehensian and marked disfavori

‘ Gn the other hand ' there are many adults who are
undistdrbed by the raaent precceupation of children with
the comics., They look upon this activity as a product of

many conditions and factors in our culture and assert
that this reading habif simply parallels eother contemporary
developments such as an intense interest in highly emeit~
ing radioc progrsms and movies. Through these media ade
venture, excitement, and 'humor' are offered the 5%&1&
with a minimam of effort and aaneern on his part.

witty‘s three stnﬁiea concerning graodes faur, five, and
six will be reviewed here. Since this study is concerned with
the reading of comic books, the parts referring to comic stfip

o

Babert L. Thﬂrnﬁyke ”&nalyzing the CGmics dournal
2
5?&&1 A witty, "Children's Interest in Reading the
%ggias, Jdournal of Experimental Education, X (December,l94l),

L4
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reading and making will not be cited.

In his study of three hundred and thirty-four white boys
and girls in grades four, five, and six of the Dewey and Lin-
colnwood scheols of Evanston, Illinois, he found that read=
ing the comics was one of the puplls* favorite leisure ac-
tivities and the most popular of all reading pursults. They
read an average of about thirteen books (three regularly,

three often, and six sometimes) and their favorltes were

At the same time, a study was made of two hundred and
geven Negro children in grades four, five, and six of
Chicago. They read on the average of about eighteen bocks
(eight regularly, four often, and five samaﬁiaas) and thelr

favorites were Balman, Buperman

reading of a greater smount than was read by the white 7
¢hildren was aitfibateﬁ to 1n&daq&atevlibrary faéilitiea and
funds for buying h@#ks at hmme,z?

The data for his next study were secured from a random
sample taken from questiommaires glven to iwanﬁymfivé
hundred children in grades four, five, and six. The interest

in comic books was general and consistent from grade to grade

*°1mg., p. 102,

Paul Witty and Dorothy HMNoore,
thavc@ﬁiea &m@ng Negro Children, ¥ J
chelogy, XXXVI (May, 1945), 303-3

“Interest in Re&ding |

ng

-
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and sex differences were not pronounced. The average munber
read was about fifteen and the same comics were popular from
grade to grade~28A

The entire mapazine of the Journal of Educational
glogy for December, 1944, was devoted to anslyses and criti~-

cism of comle bocks. Harvey Zorbaugh qu@teﬁkﬁterling_ﬁbrth'a
editorial which was mentioned earller in this chapter. He
called it extreme and took the view that the comlcs are a nevw
medium of communication and soeial influence. He stated that,
in a recent poll of opinion, seventy-five per cent of the
adults questloned expressed the opinion that comic books are
goody clean fun.gg

The Market Research Company of Ameriea reported, in 194k,
that ninety-five per cent of the boys and ninety-one per cent
of the girls from six to eleven were regular readers of comie
bookss; eighty~seven per cent of the boys and eighty-nine per
cent of the glrls from twelve to seventeen; forty-one per
cent of the men and twenty-eight per cent of the women from
elghteen to thirty were regular readers; and sixteen per cent
of tha men aﬂé twelve per cent of the women over thirty wara

BP&ul Witty, “Baaéing the Comicas < A Comparative Study,"

m &x LXparin kEsd 188 Q x {mﬁlﬁ&?, 19“&’1), 1090

29
ﬁarvey zerbaugh Editorial in J
Scciology, XVIII (a@cember, 194, 194,
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regular readers. To be a reguler reader, boys and girls must
read twelve to thirteen books a month, yourg men and women,
seven to eight, and older adults, six. °
The comics have influenced our health, langvage, songs,
art, drama, and schools. Sadle Hawkins' day 1s celebrated
in five hundred schools and colleges. In more than twenty=-
five hundred classrooms, children are learning to read with
Superman workbooks. They have played an active part in war and
have been a& voice for minmrity’grcuﬁ$¢31
Seme constructive efforts have been made in an attempt
to link the interest in the reading of comics with worthwhile
educational endeavor. g&;ﬁgggizngggﬁgg hag provided a series
of comic strips, and Parents' Magazine has puhlishaé Exgg;'

My C. Gaines, one of the men most responsible for the
development of the comic book, edited and produced a number -
of sensational magazines. BSince he had once been & school
teacher, he seld his interest in the older type of books and
began preodueing comie books which could be used in schools.
His best known is g;gﬁggg §§@g;§s gggﬁ_ggg Bible, a two

30
Harvey &arbdugh, "The Comices There They Stand,®
dournal of Eduea Sogiology, XVIII (Eeaember, 19%&},1?8.

311p14., pp. 202, 203.
32

Paul Witty, "Children's Interest in Reading the Comies,"
dournal of Experimental Edueation, X (December, 1941}, p. 100,
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mndred and thirty-twe page book. Elght hundred thousand

coples of this k@ﬁk.were sold at fifty cents sach in the

first two yea:a;sa ‘
Also af aign1f1¢ant interest is the fact that Classic

Gomics, a seriss devoted to tales of literature, has sold :

right along with the moszt popular ten cent cartoon book.

Gilberton Company, publishers, has sold about one hundred

million coples of 1ts twenty-eight titles, in three and one

half years, Albert L. Kanter reports that twenty thousand

schools have used ﬁham¢3% ,
Another idea that has been trisd recently 1s the pre-~

sentatlion of the subject matter of sa&&r&l school subjects

in the style of the comica..Th&‘narratiV@s are focused and

unified and the effect of action 1s produced by the sequence

of the pieturaa,35

Some writers and 1llustrators of childrents books have

36 and a brand

omew Cubbins by Theodore Seus Gelsel,

—
Waugh, gp. @ity p. 7.

3§“Classia Comics Sell a Hundred ﬁillian,“ ::};quf;:'
%9@&,”&3 CXLIX {ﬁar’@h 23, }.9}*‘6) y 1735‘

35$anas, op. £it., p. 212,

36

May Hill Arbuthnot, Children and Books
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new book, Three Fall Tales written and illustrsted by Helen
ﬁewell,B?are examples.

' Thirty-five publishers of about sixzty million comies a
month have formed an Assoelaticn of Comic Magazine Publishers.
Their first meeting was held June 18, 1947. George F. Dela~-
corte, Jr., president of Dell Publishing Company, ls at the
head of the group and M. C., Gaines, of Bducational Comies,
is vice-president. The comic publishers feel that they owe
en obligation to the public, and wish to maintain standards
which will meet public ayp@cvaly38

The publishers of the comic books which were receiving
the most criticism secured boards of prominent educators
and experts to study the materials and pass on them before
they were §rint@é.3?

The criticism continued, however. The common denominator
of viclent erimes committed by young boys and girls and other
minor offenses is comic bocks, according to Fredrie Wertham,

40O
noted psychiatrist, This is. the most bitter accusation |

37helen Sewell, "Illustrator Meets the Comics," The
Hornbook Magazine, XXIV (March-April, 1948),137-140,

"Comics' Publishers Organize to Improve Standards H
Publisher's Weekly, CLI (June 1l, 19%7), 8941. I

39Waugh, op. cit., p. 348.
40

Frederic Wertham, "The Comics - Very Funny," The Sat-
urday Review of Literatﬁre, XIXI (May 29, l948),yé. A
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sgainst comic books sinece Sterling Worth's editorial in
1640,
the ﬁggéggi& Dlrest printed his article in condensed
form and printed the following statement:
" Three United States cities have sected against the
aale of comic books deecmed harmful to youth, reports
the American Munieipal Association. Working togsther,
Indianapolis magazine distribulors, city officials,
and elvie grouvps have hanned 35 comics. Detroit police
have forbldden news stands sale of 36 comie books. Hills-
dale, Micﬁigan hag banned the same bocks prohibited in
Detroit, ™ | |
The comlcs, like the movies and radioc, are a part of
today's warld. They can no longar be lgnored. Teachers
and parents can Join the fight to break the comicsj they can
welecome them into the homes and gchools) ﬁhey can encourage
publishers to patiern books and instructional material after
thems; or they can tske a middle course -- use the best they
have to offer -- but guide the children in more and better
reading. In the next chapter there are some suggestions

for this guldancse.

b1
Frederic Wertham, "The Comics~Very Funny,® Reader's
Digest, LITI (iugust, 1948), 15-18, !



CHAPTER 111

THE EXPERIMENTAL PERIOD

, 1
In this chaplier, the results of the gquestionnaires con-

cerning the reading of comlc books and magazines by Group I
and Group II will be tabulated and discussed. The numheriyﬂ

kinds of comic books and magagines read by both groups were
determined at the beginning and the end of the experimental
period, in order to answer this question: 4s the children
in Group I become acquainted with more magazines and are
guided in the reading of them, will they read less comle
books?

Authorities in the fileld of reading will be quoted in
an introduction to a gulded free reading program. The progran
will be déscribed in deteil as it was carried on in Group I.

Results of Cuestionnaires
At the beginning of the experimantal period, question=
naires were glven to Groups I and II. Each group was made

up of eighteen pupils, ten girls and eight boys, from fourth

1
See Appendix A.
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grade rooms. The puplls were placed in rooms by alphabetlecal
order and consequently there was no distinction made concern-
ing grades or abilities,

The g&ﬁﬁ@se of the questionnaires was to find out the
mmber and kinds of comic books and magazines that were read
by the pupils, their favorites, and the frequency of reading
them.

A list of twenty~four popular comic books and ten chil-
dren's magazines was arranged in alphabetical order and
ample space was provided at the bottom of the sheet for ade
ditional ones read. The children were asked to draw one line
under those they read often and two llines under those they
subscribed to or bought each issue of, They were also asked
to write the names of theilr favorite comic book and magazine,
It was made ¢lear to the pupils that they were not to be
graded on this sheet since most puplls in this school were
Uepade conscious.”™ One should keep in mind that therse was a
rule forbidding the reading of comic books in the school rooms,
which had been in effeect for several years. The pupils in
Group I received help in filling out their guestionnaires
from thelr teacher, and those in Group 1II recelved help from
their teacher or from parents,

Fictitious names are used in tabulating the results
since the information received was kept confidential. As

r Pigtails and Calling

mentioned earlier in the study, I
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All Girls are classed as magazines rather than comic books
in this study.

Table 1 shows the number of comic books read by Group
I at the beginning of the experimental period and lists thelr
favorites, They read an average of 17.7 comlec bocks often and
subseribed to an average of 2.2. This made thelr total read-

ing average about twenty comic books each month.

TABLE 1

TOTAL NUMBER OF COMIC BOCKS READ BY GROUP I IN
SEPTEMBER AND IHEIR FAVORITES

Opal i3 0 Superman

Twila il 2 None

Thelms 21 h Blondie

Fay 13 e Bugs Bunny
Flora 10 0O Delective Comics
Salli) 27 0 Loony Tunes
Sara 3 0 Plastic Man
Edith ‘ O 0 Hone

¥ell 17 & Blondie

Texia 23 O Poll Man

Elm@ i1 o E&ga Euﬂny
Th@a 1 12 i7 Jﬁngle ﬂemies
Floyd j 17 0 Bugs Bunny
Fred : 23 2 Panch and Judy
Secott 25 0 Superman
Steve : 19 1 Andy Pandy
Ellis 25 & Supe rman

raceived the most votes as
favorites. Sarah read the most with a total of thirty-eight
and Theo followed with a total of twenty-nine. Ten was the
least number read by any child.
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Table 2 shows the number of comic beoks read by Gr@ﬁp

I1 at the beginning of the experimental periﬁd and lists

their favorites. The children read an average nf'B;G often

and Ll.% vere subscribed to. Their total reading averaged

about ten comic books a mmnth‘

TABLE 2

TOTAL NUMBER OF COMIC BOOKS READ BY GROUP I

IN SEPTEMBER AND THEIR PAVORITES

Favorite

Student Often Subscribed to

Ann 12 0 . Hone

Bonnle 10 2  Bugs Bunny
Clarige 7 1 Bugs Bunny
Dora 2 0 Bugs Bunny
Bunice L 11 None

Flo 5 2 Comie Cavalcade
Gaynell 9 0 Donald Duck
Helen 18 2 Donald Duck
I1da 10 0 Kone

Julia -6 0 Crime Comics
Kenneth 13 1 ] Jungle Comics
Larry 11 1 Rone

Marvin 11 4] None

Oscar 17 -0 Captain Marvel
Paul 5 1 True Comies
guinton 2 0 Donald Duck
Roy 1% g Hone ‘

Sam

Kone

Bugs Bunny and Donald Duck received the most votes as
favorites in this second group. Helen read the most with a

total of twenty comic books, and Oscar came second with a

total of seventeen, Dora and Guinton each read only two.
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Table 3 makes a comparison of the totel number and kinds
of comic books read by Group I and Gréug IZ.

TABLE 3

NUMBER AND KINDS OF COMIC BOCKS READ BY GROUP I
AND GROUP II IN SEPTEMBER

T T o
Comic Books Group I Group II
Adventure Comlecs 6 8
Animal Fables 6 2
Action Comics 5 4
Batman - pLN 13
Bey Commando Comics 6 5
Bugs Bunny 16 17
Calling All Boys 4 b
Calling All Kilds 5 E
Comie Cavalcade 1 :
Crime Coumics ’ 10 &
Detective Comics 12 L
Denald Duck 17 17
Famous Funnles 7 6
Frankenstein a 6
Jungle Cemles 1 11
Magiec Comics 8 6
Mystery Comics 8 6
Picture Btories from ‘
History b )
Flastle Man Comics 10 5
Real Heroes 6 L
Superman 18 1k
True Comics 16 9
wWorld's Finest Comics g 7
A Date With Judy * b -
All Funny Comics * 3 .
All 3;&1’ Comics * lé .
Angty Pandy * se
Archie * 6 PR
Blcndie Comies * 8 .
Blue Bolt % 3 .
Captain Marvel * 10 1
Coo Coo Comics * 4 s
Dick Tracy * 7 .
Doll Man &) s
Funny 8tuff * L .s
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TABLE 3--Contlnved

Comie Books Group 1 Group 11

Ha Ha Comics *
Little Bad Welf *
Little Black Sambo *
Loony Tunes %

Mary Marvel *
Mickey Mouse *

=¥
- %
-
* 9
- e

LA

W STl OGO QoD

Mutt and Jeff * 1
Punch and Judy # 1
Reangers * .s
Buper Rabbit * .
Wonder Woman * 1

* Added by children
The children in Group I read all of the twenty-four
titles listed on the questionmaire and twenty-three addi-
tional titles were added by more than twe children. Twenty-
three additional titles (not listed in the Table) were ad~
ded by only one or two of the children, This made a total
of sixtynnina'c@mia books read by‘tha children of Group I.
The éhildren in Group II also read all of the twenty~
four tltles listed on the questiomnaire. Egg&agtic Qg§ggﬁ
is not included on the table since it was read by cnly one
ohild in each group. Nineteen additionsl titles were added
by only one or two éhilﬁren. Ihis made a2 total of forty-three
comie books read by the children in Group II.
Superman was read by all of the children in Group I and
Donald Duck was read by all except one. gg Bunny and

ek were each read by all except one of the ﬁhildraﬂ

in Group II.
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Tahle % lists the total number of magazines read by
Group I at the beginning of the experimental period and

gives their favorites. Only one ¢hild read more than four

TABLE W

TOTAL RUMBER OF MAGAZINES READ BY GROUP I IN
SEPTEMBER AND THEIR FAVORITES ‘

PPt A= o T R A

Htudent i Often Subseribed to | Favorite
Opal 1 0 Polly Pigtails
Twila 2 1l Pelly Pigtails
Thelna 2 ¢ - Life
Fay 3 0 Rone
Flora 2 1 Polly Plgtails
Sally 3 O True Stories
Sarah 2 4] Play Mate
Edith 2 2 None
Hell 2 O Post
Texia 2 O Life
Elmo 1 O Life
Tom 1 8] Wee Wlisdonm
Theo 8 2 Life
Floyd 1 0 Hone
Frag 1l 3 Jack and Jill
Scott O O Hone '
Steve )4 2 Yee Wisdom
Elils 2 O Hone

magazines, and the average was about three each. Llfe, an
adult megazine, was given as the favorite of four children.
Polly Plgtails was given as the favorite of three children.
Pive gave no favorites.

Table 5 gives the total number of magazines read by
Group II at the beginning of the experimental period and lists

their favorites. FRunice read a total of seven and Oscar read



five, but Shs average was only about two. Only seven children

gave a favorite magazine. Wee Wisdom was the only favorite

26

named by more than one child.

TABLE §

TOTAL RWUMBER OF MAGAZINES READ BY GROUP II IN
SEPTEMBER AND THEIR FAVOGRITES

Student

Oft%n

Subsceribed to

Favorite
Ann 1 2 Rone
Bounie O 1 Polly Piptalls
Clarice 1 2 Kone
Dora 1 L§] None
funice L 3 Hone
Flo o 0 None
Gaynell 3 i Jack and Jill
Helen 0 4] Kone
Ida 2 1 - Wee Wlisdom
Julia 2 0O Children 's
Activities
Eenneth 1 4] - NHone
arry G 1 None
Marvin O G None
Osgar 5 0 Look
Quintofi 0 3 Wee Wisdom
Roy ‘ 1 C None
Sam b 0 Kone

Table 6 compares the total number of magaainesvread by

Group I and Group II. In each of the tables, 1t is élearly'

shown that the children in Group I were reading more ecomic

books and magezlnes than the children in Group I1I.

planation can be glven for this since no records of their home

Ho ex-

and school background previous to this study are available.
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TABLE &

RUMBER AND KINDS OF MAGAZINES READ BY GROUP I
AND GROUP II IN SEPTEMBER

i SIoho A i e

Gﬁ@np IT

Calling All Girls
Child Life
Children's Activities
Jack and Jill

JTe

Open Read for Boys
Play Mate

Polly Plgtaills
Story Parade

Wee Wisdonm
American Glrl *
Life *

Look *

Sweet Sixteen *

*

. UL O RO O
s 1 ONB LTI R I VO

L

*  Added by c¢hildren

Betting vup the Reading Program

‘It is a well established fact that comic books have an
almnét‘univerﬁal appeal to children of all ages, regardless
of sex, I. f., or cultural background. In 194k, the children's
Book Committee of the Child Study Association ng@ertmok to
examine and evaluate about a hundred comic books. ?héy ana-
1yzed their contents and the nature of their appesl to ehile
dren and offered suggestions by which adults may help chile
dren to discriminate among them}as a&@ng other forms of reééﬂ
ing. No 1list of recommended titles could be prinzeé because

of the changing nature of esch book from month to month, and
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the wide range of material that appears in one issue,

The contents fall into the following categoriest ad-
ventures, fantasy, c¢rime and detective, real stories and
biography, war, reteld classies, love interest, jungle ad~-
venture, animal cartoons, and fun and humor, The highest in

favor are the stories of adventure, with danger and suspense
2 ,

playing a prominent part.
A new and healthier trend was on the way in 1947. 4 new
type of comic book was becoming popular, namely, the various
titles devoted to teen-age interests. The gay, animal book
of the Wall Disney type was growing in popularity also,
"Thege are funny books. . « fAnd te laugh is one of our great-
est national habits, one of our finest talent5¢ﬁ3
"It goes without saying that the reading of comics, to
the exelusion of everything else, would be undesirable 1it-
erary diet forvehilﬁren.“h Even if they seem to forsake all
else, they should be introduced to other books and plctures
with respect to their own choices. They can be offered ad-

venture, mystery, suspense, and fantasy in books.

2
Jossette Frank, "Looking at the Comles,¥ Child Study
XX (Summer, 19%3), 112-118. ’ ks

3
Waugh, ¢p. ¢li., D, 351.

)4, .
Flrm, Bhs ﬂi:_g, Pa 1181
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Neot more and betier reading only, but more and bet-
ter living and doing and creating wi glve them some of
the sstisfactions for which they turn to the comies.

Thogse children for whom home and schocol are busy, active
places, whose work and play are alive and rich with real
and meaningful activity, will take comics in thelr strided
They will read the comics =- yes -- for thesge are today
a part of the common reading mores. But this reading

will take its proporticnate place in;theirgfull lives,
among absorbing and enjoyable activities.

Almost everyone reads a certain amount of werthless
material during his lifetime and is not wrecked thereby.
The signifieant thing to be concerned about.... is not
that his chief interest now centers in comics, but that
this interest shall not become a8 permanent, aggarbing'
thing which sets his reading tastes for life.

It is the resyﬁaﬁibility of every teacher to gulde
children in their reading hablts. Reading, ocur most im- ,
portant avenue for continuous growith and understanding, falls
low in the list of Preferred recreation for adults. Active
and creative pursuits have been replaced by passive types of
amusement; namely, listening to the radio, going to the movies,
riding in an automoblile, and watching athletie sports. This
is true of many high school students and remains true in

aduld 1ife.?

S1bid.

6 > |
Jennie Milton, "Children and the Comics," Childhood
Education, XVI {Qetéber, 1939), 64, ! '

7

Paul Witty and David Kopel, Beading and the Educative
Process, pp. 9-10.
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A ehild's tastes and fondness for reading can he earried
over into adult life. To do this children must learn to en=-
Joy reading by,béing given ﬁneh easy reading, seaseﬁed*with
encouragement and praisa.s Kot only sh&ulé a teacher find
reading material that children can read, but material that is

appropriate aﬁé worthy of being read,Q

The program set up by the teacher of the children in
Group 1 was degigned to guide thelr fres readiggu;n school
and out of school. The teacher studied a number of reports
and surveys that bave been made on the reading interests and
preferences of children. It has been found that boys and
girls have similar reading tastes b&feré the age @finine.
4pimal stories which involve the element of parsonifieati@n
are most favored. At nine, most children prefer stories of
real life and do not live seo much in the world of faney.

A real interest in reading develops at nine years of
age‘and becomes well established by ten. Boys begin to loock
for stories of adventure and by eleven seeck series books.
Giris often prefer stories of home and school life. The
dramatic element has not the appeal for girls that it has for
boys. Girls usuwally read more, but boys are apt to have a

8
‘ Bessie Poriter, "A Project in Motivating Interest in
ﬁf&dimg,“ Elementary School Journal, XLVIII {September, 1S47),

ta

9witty and Kopel, gp. cit., p. 59.
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wider range of interests. Boys do not as a rule read books
written espaeially for girls but girls sometimes read boys?
b@sksglﬁ |
Interest and activity 1nvent&ries were given to the
pupils in‘&raup I at the beginning of thé reading yrﬁgramial

Table 7 shows the reading interests of the boys and girls.

TABLE 7

READING INTERESTS OF CHILDREN IN GROUP I AT THE
BEGINRING OF THE EXPERIMENTAL PERIOD

Interests , Girls Boys
Horses 7 8
ogs 8 5
Deer 6 5
Gther animals 6 2
Airplanes 3 L
Children of forelign lands g 2
Fairies i 3

. Kings 8 2
Cowhoys 9 8
Crime 6 4
Jurgles 8 6
War | 5 5
Boys and girls like you 8 6
Pioneers* 6 b
Indlans® 3 0
Glants* ik 9

% Added by children

10 "
Witty and Ko

i1 ,
See Appendix B.
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The entry, "cowboys," was checked by all the boys and by all
but one of the girls. The entries, "horses,® "jungles,” and
"hoys and girls like you" were next in popularity. The word
"ploneers” was added by ten children, probably because a
social studies unit was being studied at the time the in-
ventory was glven. Host of the children checked as many as
ten interests; hovever, one girl checked only four.

Seventeen of the children answered,%yes," to the question:
"Do you like to reaﬁ?" feventeen also anawered "yes" to the
guestion: ¥Do you like to have someone read to yout" FEight
of the children named Bambi as one of their favorite books,
but no other book was named by more than twe children. Five
named no favorite books.

4 study of reading Interests and preferences alone
is adequate for effective guldance. Data concerning
children's play and other preferred activities are fre-
quently of great value in determining the selection of
appropriate bocks for poor readers. . . Fregquently the
Interest Inventory reveals the fact that the tescher's

major pppblem 1s to gtimulate and develop new and more
&nﬁuring”interasta.l‘

This can be applied to good readers as well as poor
readers. A child may read profusely and yet need guidance
in reading. The interests and activity inventories. there~-
fore contained information concerning their emoticnal

stabllity and out of school activities.

1z
Ibid.s pe 57,
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The information gathered from the guestionnalres given
to the children and their parents was carefully sorted, re=
corded, and filed in individual felders, along wilth other per-
tinent information coneerning each child. The ﬁeﬁ%her eon-
sulted thesge Piles throughout the experimental period., 4
part of this information will be briefly reviewed here.

All of the ehildren except one girl had pets. Dogs weneff
more popular than cats and horses ranked third. ?én enjoyed ’
being in programs on the stage, while eightydi& not. All
except two said that they were happy most of the time. These
two replied, "no" to the guestlon, "Do you cry often?" Two
others said they eried often and gave as the reasons: "I,.
get hurt,®=2nd®l get mad.® n

In maming theilr best friends, most of the children named
from two to six children of thelr own age and sex. Three girls
ineluded one boy and three boys included one girl in their
lists. Only one half of the group ex?resée& g desire to be
the leader of a game. In regard to favorite games, cards,
checkers, and jacks were mentloned often; but baseball for

the girls and football for the boys headed the 2§%t. Church

attendance was regular except for one girl and oha'hayq

When asked, "Of all the persons that you have known,
heard about, or read about, whom would you most wish to be?"
three named"s Hed Cross nursej" eight named different movle

stars; two named "Mary"; two named "Jesus;" one named "Samson;"
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and two named "Superboy.m"

Among the things they disliked at home or at school
weres "work," "to dry dishes,” "“to get hurt, "arithmetie,®
and Yspelling.® 9Twelve named "recess™ or "hall® zs the part
of schaol they liked best, while five named a spaei&l,ﬁﬁﬁé@eﬁ
("reading™ was named only once,) One girl said she did not U’
like ény part of school. All of this informatiannis-ef value
to the teacher since the source of the trouble can usually
be determined.

The most popular out-of-school activities were atiending
movies and foothall games, riding horses and blcycles, read-
ing, and listening to the radio. |

From the parents 1t was found that the children spent
from thirty minutes to an hour on homework esch avening.l3
All of the c¢hildren performed easy tasks arcund the home but
cnly one boy worked any down town. The children averaged at-
tending movies twice a week (usually Saturday and Sunday).
However, two or three never attended, or only once or twice
a year.

Te the guestion: "Does your child seem content to play
and vork alone a part of the tine?® fifteen of the parents
answered "yes":; one answered, "not very long at a time;"
one answered, “all the timei” and one answered, “yes, very

moach so." Reading, arithmetic, and language were each

13
See Appendix C.
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mentioned once as a part of school their children disliked.
The others answered, "none." GSeven sald that their children
told them about the happenings at scheol when speeific ques=~
tlons were not asked., Several named physical defects whiech
the teacher should know zbout.
| 8ix of the parents answered, ™"ne," to the question,

"Do you forbid your child to read certain bocks, see eertain
movies, and listen to certain programs over the radio?® Five
answered, "Yes;" twe sald, “only certain movies;" and the
others belleved in guiding rather than forbidding.

Six of the mothers visited the school reoom during regu-
lar class worki and most of the others visited during open

house, programs, and on holidays. The teacher felt free to

discuss problems with the parents zt any tine.

The Reading Program Described
While earrylng on the reading program, the teacher not

only kept in mind the information gathered from the guestion=-

naires and interest and actiwity inventories; but she followed

clogsely a guide for the selection of reading material for
children This guide was based on the child's basic needs,
namelys

1. The need for material, emotional, and spiritual
security ’

2, The need to belong -~ %o be part of & group
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3« The need to love and bhe loved

L, The need to achieve

5. The need to knew

6. Plays the need for change |

7. The need for zesthetic gatisfactiﬁn.lg

Since children’s magazines have about the same format
as comic books, are primarily amusement meterial, contain
pictures and features, and are toned down for children,
they were used as az stimulant for pleasure reading.

The teacher subscribed to Jack and F11l smd Children's
Agtivities. The children subscribed to Boys' Life, Wee
Wigdom, and ftory Parade with one half of thelr money
brought for My Weekly Reader. This gave them one copy of
My Heekly Readepr for each two children. The teacher and
chilaren bought issues of Play Mate, Child Life, and Polly
Pigtails at the loecal news stands. IThe Junior Red
Lross News was subscribed to by each room in the school.

L 8T

b
¥ e

48 each magazine arrived, the teacher showed it to the

i N

ciiildren and discussed some of the interesting

features.
The teacher's enthusiasm and sincere appreﬂiaéion of the
magazines proved to be contagious.

It 18 necessary to begin where ehildren are and lea@;/,w

then to more and better peading. Most of them were

B3
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familiar with Pelly Pigltails and begged the teacher to read
aloud from it. She read a continued mystery story, "The
Copper Tea Kettle." The story proved to be entertaining,
but a little melodramatic and sensational, The teacher was
gaining the children's confidence, and becoming a companion
to them,

Later she read "The Ice Clad Twins® from Jack and Jill,
“Think of That " from Wee Wisdom, and “"Michael Goes to Sea"
from Story Parade. All of these stories contained enough
suspense, exclitement, and action to help satlisfy the chile
dren's craving for nystery stories. These comments were
heard freguently: "It always stops at the most interegsting
place,™ "I like that story," and "Do you know how it ends?®

he last perioed of the day was set agide for free reading
~-prgading just fer fun. The magazines were kept on the read-
ing table, and the children were permitted to read them
during any study perioed when assignments had been completed.

This not only encouraged more reading, but proved to be an

o

incentive for getilng work done prompily.

The children began reading the short stories in the
magagines and later some of them read the serials. 8Since
there were not enough magazines for every child to read aﬁ
one time, it was decided in November to bind the stories
in the é%ptemﬁer and COetober issues,., Construction paper was
stapled to the front and back. The title of the story and

the magazine that it was taken from were printed on the front
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ef esach booklet. After reading a story, each child wrote
his name on a sheet of typing paper that was pasted on the
cover. This proved helpful to the teacher in finding out
how much each child was reading and alsc to the other chil-
dren in finding out who had read the story. They often
agked esch other such guestionsg asy "Did you like that
story?” and "What is it about?" Stories from other issues
were bound later in the ysar.

The children begged toc take the magazines home and vere

allowed to take them for only one night at a time. 4 mimatf

graphed sheet giving the addresses and prices of the magaw
%ines was sent home to the parents,lg

After the health check each morning, the children tock
turns arranging a short program,. The programs usnally cone
sisted of a gtory read or told, a few Jokes or riddles read,
a poem read or recited, and a song or two. HMHost of the

material was taken from current issues of the m

and was appropriste to the season of the year.
C(n all holidays, speelal programs were arranged by one
of the children and presented to another room, visitors in
the eclass room, or at a party. Two of them will be described.
Cn Hallowe'en, ¥Edlth, who was program chairman, found a

play in the Play Hate magazine for October, copied the parts,

15
See Appendix D,
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and gave them to boys and girls of her own choosing. She
directed the practice and announced the play on the day of
the Hallowe'en party. Several visitors were present and were
vleased with the performance. Edith was a timid, nervous
ehild and a very poor oral reader. This helped to satisfy
her need to achleve and to be recognized by the group.

Un Friday of Children's Book Week a program was presented
to the other fourthw-grade clasgses. Invitations were written
in the language class and posters lllustrating each child's
favorite bock were made in the art class. At the ﬁonalnsian.?w
of the program, which was taken from the November lssues of
the magazines, book markers were presented as favors to all
present.

Scrapbooks were made with the remaining materials from
the magazines, after the stories had been bound. The class
was divided into groups and each group of three or four
children made a scrapbook. The titles weret *"Recipes,®
Wames and Puzzles,® "Jokes and Riddles,” "Poems," and
"Picture. Stories.” These were kept on open shelves and
used for reference and programs the remalinder of the year.
The girls cut out the paper dells from the magazines and
played with them on rainy days.

It has been a custom in this school for several years,
to give reading certificates to all children who read as
many as thirty library books during the school year. Each

room has its own lidbrary and each teascher 1s responsible
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for gulding the children's reading.
gince the bocks were too difficult for the slow readers
at the beginning of the year, a dozen small, inexpensive, but
atiractive bocks from The Little Golden Library were ordered.
The delightful illustrations and easy vocabulary enceuragad
the chilldren to make their first book reports on them. The
2gey Blephant and The Heky Little

conld have been read by some second graders, but this fact

Puppy, for instance,

did not keep the fourth graders from reaﬁing them aagsrly.
Oral book reports were given once a week and those de-=
siring to give zdditlional ones wrote them on cards. In give
ing the oral reports, the title and author of the book, the
important charascters, the type of story, and an interest-
ing, humorous, or exciting part of the story were related,
If possible, they showed the book to the class when giving
the report. After an interesting report, five or sixz chil-
dren would often say, "Let me read it next." Children are more
apt to read a book recommended by a friend than by a teacher.
This is especially true until a harmonious relation has been
built between the teacher and the children.
On Friday afternocon, during the free reading period,
most of the children read a library bock, and these books
were taken home for pleasure reading over the week end. The
teacher helped some of ths children chabse a book to read.
One day Thelma said, "I want a book, but I don't like anything
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except mystery stories.” The teacher showed her The Litile
epr by Madeline Brandels and said, "This story

is full of action, excitement, and suspense.” Thelma read
i}:, and later admitted that 1t was one of the best books
that she had ever read. |

Following the afternoon play perioed, thé teacher read
aloud to the children from a magazine of baak“ This was
probably the most enjoyable periaﬂvaf the day. Through this
happy sharing of vicarious experlences, the isacher became
a companicn tc the children.

The bocks read aloud were carefully echosen. At the
first of school, the teacher read Chlldren of the Covered
Wagon by Mary Jane Carr, an exciting story of the perils of
pioneer life, This bock was theoroughly enjoyed by all the
children and was another step in satisfying their craving
for excitement and mystery. This book was followed by The
Other glde of the Mountain by May Jusius, another story
éf picneer life.

Turing this time the children read the supplementary
readers, Sipglpg Wheels and Flrst Pemilles of Ameriga in
their social studies class, While reading Singing Wheels,

Fred sald, "This 1is the best book I have ever read; I wish 1t -
was ten times as long as it 1s.? Although he had not ﬁeen
fond of reading, that book seemed to be the key that unlocked
the door to the enjoyment of reading. His mother commented

several times, "Fred really likes to read now."
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The teacher next read Little Navajo Bluebird by Ann
Nolan Clark, a story of Iﬁﬁiaﬁ 1life on a rasérvazinn, Since
the children's 1n£ensa love of pioneer 1ife did not 1ne1ué§
an appreciation of Indians, this was developed to some ex~
tent by this book and First Families of America.

Other books read aloud during the year weres IThe id-
ventures of Tom Spuyer by Samuel L. Clemens, for adventure
and humory The Birds' Christmas Carecl by Kate Dsuglas Wiggin,
for spiritual comforti Bambi by Felix Salten, a favorite of
the children rereadj Mickey Sees ithe Us S. A. by Caroline D.
Emerson, combiniﬁg well~1iked comic characters with facts
about our caunﬁry; The Patchwork Guilt by Adele De Leeué, to
stress the security of home 1ife; Nadits by Grace Moon, with
plenty of suspense and an undersitanding of our neighbors to
the south; and last of all Jugt Dayid by Eleanor H. Porter,

a touching story of the sérﬁggl& of a misunderstood child to
find security - with a little romantic love successfully
woven in. | ‘

Carefully chosen poems were often read aloud by the
teacher and the children for the purpose of entertainment and
aesthetic satisfactian, Une day the whole class‘mem@rizeﬁ‘a
four-stanza poem. It was really Jjust four senténaea, but the
children could hardly belleve that they had learned it so
easily. On other occasions choral reading, conversatlonal

reading of a story, and dramatizing were enjoyed.
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Stories of their own cholce were sometimes read silently
and teld to the class. One day the boy and the girl telling
the most interesiing ones, selected by the vote of the class,
went to snother room and told thelr stories, HMHost of the .
girls chose fairy tales, and among them such old favorites
as "Beauty and the Beast,® "Cinderells,” and "Hansel and
Gretel.” The boys got theilr stories from the magazines and
bocklets, Fay and Tom were the winners. This recognition by
the group was of value to both of them.

When the teacher selected new library books, the chile
dren's interests and needs were kept in mind. Besides the
books read alcud and the Little Jolden Library books, the
ten besi-liked books listed in the order of their popularity
weres Ihe Cat That Walked a Week by Meindert DeJjofi
to life story of e cat's struggle for existence; Little Lucla
by Mabel L, Robinson, a story of a small girl's trials with
a hr@ken leg; lWhat Happe

s a true

:hit by Franklin W, Dixon,

one of the Hardy Boys mystery storles; Siar by Forrestine C.
Hooker, the story of an Indian pony; Heoney Buneh, ﬁgz,g;ggg
Irip op the Lcean, one of a series for small girls; The Lit~
tle Swiss Wood«Carver by Madeline Brandeis, the hardships and
final success of a poor Swiss boy; Whitey's First Round-U

by Glen Rounds, a flory Parade plcture-book of a very young

cowboy's experiences; Hg School Fridsy by Fran Martin, the
exclting adventures of three boys on a holldays A Boy and a



Dog by Marguerite Henry, a small boy's efforts and deserved
reward in training a dog; and Pebby by Siddile Joe Johnson,
a young girl's wish comes itrue.

Whether the books were about boys, glirls, horses, dogs,
or cats, they all had one thing in common: that is, over~
coming obstacles in a true-to-life manner. Some other
popular books with the best readers were [sidl by Johanna
Spyri, Hugklebsrry Finn by Samuel L. Clemens, Eisht Cousins
by Louisa Mae Alcott, gmféa?s Adventures in Wonderland by
Lewis Carroll, and Iopby Ivler by James Otis.

‘In April, the class and thelr teacher vigited the pube-

1ic library in a group. The librarian, the teacher, and the
children who were freguent visitors of the library, explained
to the other children how to find desired bocks and how to L
conducet themselves in the library. ILibrary aards.weéé‘giVan
to those whe requested them. The two main objectives in
vigiting the library were to give the kﬁﬁﬁer readers a larger
mumber of books to make their selections from and to plan for
summer reading. The children were also encouraged to subseribe
to the Playtime Weekly Header and to at least one chile
dren's magszine for added summer reading.

Gulz programns were an incentive for more and capeful
reading., 4about twlce a month guestions were cellected from
suggestions of the children, sclence and geography siorlesy

holidays, and current events. The program was then carried
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en similar to those on the radio. Elmo was fifteen and had
migged whole years of school. He had a pood general knowl~
edge and memory and was able to excel in the guiz programs.

This was of value to him since it gave him the attention he.
craved.

In an effort to widen and direct the children's interests,
discussion perlods were encouraged. Radlo programs, movies,
sporisy school happenings, and current events were favorite
topics. ‘

4% the beginning of the experimental perilod fourteen
of the eighteen children gave a mystery radlo program for
at least one of thelr preferences. The horror portrayed on
sone of these programs i1s equal fo that pletured in the
most sensational comic books. In November, when radio pro=~
grams were dilscussed, each child was permitted to tell about
one or two that he liked. ‘Those m@ntﬁfaﬁ& most often veres

"Red Sielton," "Fibber McGeejh

"Jack %anny,” "Blondie," "The.
Hit Parade,® and "Chesterfield Bupper Club.® C(nly two
mystery prograns were Included in thils discussion.

The iteacher asked them if they ever listened lo any
children's programs, and a few named "The Quiz Kida" and
"Punny Paper Hour." Several others asked when these pro=-
grams came on. It was decided to make & radio log. All
those who listened to good programs for children were asked

to write down the name of the program, the tims, and the
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gtation, A few days later this in@ormation was collected and
put on the bulletin board for all to c@nsult or eapy, "

Good movies, showing at the local theaters, were call@d
to the children's attention by the teacher or one of the
other childrem. The parents and teacher encouraged the at-~
tendance of movies only on the week ends.

Stories were written about their faverite characters im
fiction, radioc, or movies, Over one half of the class wﬁote’
about Dagwood, and gave as reasons for liking him, "He is so
silly;" “He is so funny;" "He gets in trouble.” Others
wrote about Superboy, Superman, Captain Marvel, Jack Armstrong,
Dick Tracy, Tom Mix, Iittle Black Sambo, and Tom Hastings,
Wheels. They gave as samé
reagsons for liking them: "He iz sirongi" “H@ is braves" “He

a character in the reader gSinging

helps others;® "He goes to the Jjungle;™ “"He goes hunting.®

The spcial studies unit often furnished an incentive for
reading in supplementary readers and library books. When
studying about Italy, several of the children read g@g@;g
Tony of ggg;x,hy Madeline Brandels. After rea&iag the short
chapter in the geography bhook on Switzerland, Fred galdy "I
‘f~ it told more.” He was shown a reader with an excerpt
from the book &gai, the Qg@ﬁrggg by J@hanna Spyri and a
library bock, Ihe Little m Wood~Cary
He read the story that pericd and toock the library book home

gr by Madeline Brandels.

o read.

- For six weeks after Christmas it was necessary for the
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¢hildren to spend most of their play periods in the room or

the gymnasium because of the heavy sno ;f&n& rain., In the

room, checkers, bingo, and other games ﬁere provided; drowe
ing facilities were available; and handwork classes were
started. OSeveral of the girls learned to knit and crochet,
and were soon able to read and follow directions for making
berets, bags, and %ﬁilies,

As soon as the weather improved, softball became the
center of interest for both boys and girls., Each child, in
turn, was appointed captain of one of the teams, chose his
players, and assigned them to their pesitions. Steve showed
the best sportsmanship by playing fielder when he was the
captain. For the others it meant the opportunity to Be
either pitcher or catcher. Several of the children learned
to keep score and all read and learned the rules of the
game. The children were thus guided in more and better live
ing, and doing and creating as well as more and better
reading.

Comlic book day was observed in the spring. BEach child
wag pernitted to bring one comle book to school and read it
during the free reading period. At the end of the pericd,
each one told an interesting incident that he had read.
Texia told abput a party Dixle Dugan gave for her school
mates; Thelma told about a fumnny school for animals in Super-
mouses Tom and Theo each told humorous incidents from Felix,
the Cat; Flora and Opal told about the solving of murders in
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Mary Mzrvel. The others told incidents from Qookie, Little
Audrey, Bov Rogers, Donald Duck, Nellle, ihe Nurse, and 4

Date with Judy. Fred, Steve, and Tylla said that they liked

to read comiec books, but preferred other books and magazines,

Pred and Twila read library books and Steve read a story, in

When agked why they liked comlie books the children all
answered, "Because they are funny." After further%%ﬁesti@ns
ing, fourteen said that they liked the pietures, bult all ex-
cept Bcott said that they read all of the words, He was
twelve years old and a slow reader and really got satiz~
faction out of the plctures. Fiffteen of the children pre-
ferred comic books that were true to life, and only three pree
ferred fantastic eplsodes. They Q@re evenly divided on the
gquestion: "Had you rather read about boys and girls of ébﬁnﬁ
yﬂur own age or zbout older people?"

When asked if they thought there wess any harm in read-
ing comie books, several said, "Those about crime aren't good
for children.” They considered True Comi¢s the most bene~
ficial. MHone of them %heught the reading of comices harm-
ful to the eyes.

The childraniw@re obgerved closely all during the year
and incidents and conversations were recorded and filed for
reference. They were a healthy group of children and were
seldom absent except 1n cases of exireme weather or impassable

roads. There were no major preblems in dilscipline during
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the experimental period. Most of them were leading rich,
full lives in sohool and out of school. Their pleasant home
life and previous school experiences had provided a good
foundation.

The guided free reading program was beneficial to the ex-
tent that permanent reading interests and tastes had been
built vp and lifetime reading habits formed.



CHAPTER IV

A COMPARISORN OF THE CCMIC BOOKS AND MAGAZINES
READ BY GROUP I AND GROUP 11

At the end of the experimental period, questionnaires
were again given to the children in Group I and Group Ii.
The purpose was to find out how many and what kinds of comie
books and magagzines they were reading, how often they read
them, and which ones were thelr favorites.,

Group I had been guided sysiematically, day by day, in
a @l&nnaﬁ free reading program. The main purpose had been to
broaden their interests, satisfy their basic needs, md ac~
guaint them with an abundance of appropriate reading ma-
terisls. The teacher of the children in Group I eyt this
guestion constantly in mind: "As the children become aéu
guainted with more magazines and are guided in the reading
of them, will they e comic books?"

S

Results of the fuestionnalres
Table 8 shows the total mumber of comic books rﬂaﬁ»by
the ehildr@n in Group I at the end of the experimenﬁai
period and lists their favorites. They read an average of
13,2 often and only three chlldren subscribed to even one

comic book. Ellis read the most with a total of twenty-four,
50
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and Edith read the least with a total of only four. Deonald

Duck was given as the favorite of seven children, The dew-
crease in the number of comlec books read by Group I can be

seen by comparing this table with Table 1.

TABLE 8

TOTAL NUMBER COF COMIC BOCKS READ BY GROUP I IN
APRIL AND THEIR FAVCRITES

avorite
Opal 7 ¢ Bugs Bunny
Twila 9 G Annde (akley
Thelms f 8 ¢ . Magic Comiecs
Fay » 16 o 1 True Comics
Flora G 1 . Donald Duck
Sally i 22 ¢ | Bugs DBunny
Barah , 16 ¢ Donald Duek
Raith L o  Donald Duck
Nell 21 C . Donald Duck
Texia 11 : ] Jungle Comies
Elmo 9 0 Bugs Burmy
Tom i 19 g bonald Dueck
Theo i 23 » o Superman
Floyd : 8 0 None
Fred 11 1 Donald Duck
Scott 8 0 ! Donald Duck
Steve 1: : i - True Comiecs
Fllis 2 0 Buperman

Table 9 gives the total number of comic books read by
‘the children in Group II, at the end of the experimental
period. They read an average of 20.8 often and subseribed
to 2.1. BHRoy ré&ﬁ the most with a total of thirty~thrae and
eight other children read %wen%y;fiva or more comic books.

In other words, one half of the group were reading twentymfiv@
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or more comic books each month. No child read less than ten
which wag their avarage in September. Donslg Duck was glven

\ildren. The increase in the rmmber

ag the faverite of five @
of comic books read by Group II can be gesn by comparing
thisg table with Table 2.

TABLE 9

TOTAL HUMBFR OF COMIC BOUKS READ BY GROUP II IN
APRIL AND THEIR FAVORITEE

o el e e e ST e SN e sl et

. Subscribed to Favorite

Jungle Comies
Jungle Comios
Bugs Bunny
Donald Dueck
Donald Duek
Jungle Comlcs
bonald Duck
None

Donald Dueck
Crime Comics
The Jungle Girl
Batman

Donald Duck
Walt Disney Comics
Frankenstein
HBoy Rogers
Crime Comies
Superman

ot
FROMODODOOWOQOFOO(WO O

A comparison of the total number and kinds of comic books
read by the two groups in April ecan be seen by examining Table
10. Group I read all of the twenty~four titles listed; how-

ever, four were read by only one cor two children. This brought
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thelr total down from sixty-nine titles in September to foriy-
three in April, ’

TABLE 10

NUMBER AND KINDS OF CCOMIC BOOKS READ BY GROUP I
AED GROUP II IN APRIL

omic Books - _Grouy

Adventure Comics : 6 9
Animal Fables ' b 7
Action Comics : 5 g
Batman 1l 16
Boy Commando Comies 6 10
Bugs Bunny lg 17
Calling All Boys 9
Calling All Kids 10 8
Comie Cavaleade 2 L
Crlme Comies 9 10
Detective Conics 9 1z
Donald Duck 18 18
Fantastie Comilcs 1 2
Famous Funnies 8 11
Frankenstein 1 9
Jungle Comics 15 16
Magie Comics 7 10
Mystery Comies 7 9
Pleture Stories from History 1 6
Plastic Man b -9
Real Heroes 3 kK
Superman 1k 18
True Comies 8 13
World's Pinest Comics 9 3
A Date With Judy®* 1 L
Archie * 1 é,
Blaﬁk Haﬁk* - 2
Blondle Comics * 3 i2
Captain Marvel * 7 15
Captain Midnight * .. l
Diek Traecy * .o 5
Gene Auntry * 1 14
Hop«b~Long-Cagslidy* 1 a
Katzenjammer Kidg* . 4

Marvel Family * 1 I
Mickey Mouse * 7 10
Mighty Mousze * 7 se




54

TABLE 10 --Continued

Comiec Books Group 1 - Group II
Cur Gang ¥ s 6
Roy ERogers * 1l 15
Bteve Canyon * . L
Superboy* 6 7
Tarzan* ' ' .. 10
The Jungle Girl * “s i 7

- Tom :Mix * . ;'i‘

* Added by children,

Group II read all of the tweniy-four titles listed and
only one title was read by as few ag two children. Nineteen
other titles were added by more than twe children and twenty-
Pive additional titles were read by one or twe children.

This brought their total of fiftywthrae in September up to
sixty-eignt in April. |
pald DPugk was read by every child in both groups and

Group I read it. Jupgle Comics was also p@pular with both

groups. By comparing this table with Teble 3 1t can be seen
that Group I was reading less comlecs in April than in
September, and that Group II was reading about ftwice as many.
Table 11 shows the total number of magaszsines read by
Group I in April, and lists their Tavorites. Thay‘re&d an

average of about six each month, No adult magazine was
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named as a favorite. Polly Pigtalls and Wee Wisdom were each

given as the favorites of three children.

TABLE 11

TOTAL RUMBER OF MAGAZINES READ BY GROUP I IN
: APRIL AND THEIR FAVORITES

P s

Studen  often

;Séﬁbgefiba ta"

o oy e e sy ek i e b

e

FPavorit

Jack and Jill
1 S8tory Parade
None

Play HMate

Wee Wisdom
Wee Wisdom
Play Hate
None

Polly Flgtails
- Polly Pigtalls
. Hone
- None

Polly Pigtalls
None

Open Road for Boys
Rone

Wee Wisdonm
Boys' Life

Opal
Twila
Thelma
Fay
Flora
S8ally
Sarah

oty

 HFOWOQROOOCWOoOOMONKHO

The total number of magazines read by Group II in April
is shown in Table 12. They read an average‘ef about three
each month -~ only cne half as many as Group I. Two adult
magazines were listed as favorites. Pplly Plgtails, Wee
Wisdom, and Jp. were each given as the favorite of two ¥hil-
dren. S81x children in each group gave no favorites., Edith
read eight magazines, but gave no favorite. When gquestioned,

she said, "I like them all,"
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TABLE 12

TOTAL NUMBER CF MAGAZINES READ BY GROUP IT IN
APRIL AND THEIR PAVORITES

Ann
Bonnie
Clarice
Dora
Bunice
Flo
Gaynell
Helen
Ida
Julia
Kenrnieth
larry
Marvin
Osgar
Paul
guinton
Roy
Sam

Hone

Polly Pigtails
Polly Pigtails
Miss America
Look

Life

Jack and Jill
Yone

Wee Wisdom
Wee Wisdom

Jr.

8tory Parade
None

Fone

Boys' Life
Hone

Rone

O Ol £33 B B OO0 O 1O M IO bt
HOWOHOORE WO MOMONON

| Table 13 compares the magazine reading of théﬂtwe groups
in April. Pelly Pigtalls was read by more children in each
group than was any other ﬁagazine«vgﬁgggzgaig,ggﬁ;xggigg,
Play Mate, Story Parade, and Wee Wisdom were each read by
every child except twe in Group Y. Jack and Jill was read
by fourteen children in this group. Fo magazina was read by
more than one half Qf the children in Group Ii;
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TABLE 13

NUMBER AND KIWDS OF MAGAZINES READ BY GROUP I
AND GROUP II IN APRIL

| Growp I | Group II

Calling A1l Girls 2 6
Child Life : 2 i
Children's Activities 16 %
Jack and Jil1l , 14 '

JdIre 2 5
Open Road for Boys 2 2
Play Mate 16 2
Polly Pigtails ' 17 g
Story Parade - 16 3
Wee Wisdom 16 5
Boys*t Life * . 8 .
Life * ’ 1 ' 6
Look * . ok
Mias America * e 1
Movie Cawmera® s 1
MeCalls* - 1
3@3 * ] e 3.

* Added by children

Fer further comparison, notice Table 1k andffable 15
which give the increase and decrezse in comiec books and
magazine reading of each child in both groups. Table 14
also gives pertinent information concerning each ehild in
Group I in order to get a better pieture of the child as a
whole. For instance, Sarah, who read the most comies in
September, was nine years of age in April; made emcellent
grades all year; recelved a reading certificate; read twenty-
two less comies in April than in Septemberj and read five more

magazines. Only two children in Group I read more comic books
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in April than in September, and only one child read less
magaZines.
TABLE 1k
THE INCREASE OR DECREASE IN THE AMOURT OF COMIC

BOOK AND MAGAZINE READING BY GROUP I AT
THE EHD OF THE EXPERIMERTAL PERIOD

e : " =
Averag R@a@ing camiﬁs %agazin@s
Grades ﬁﬁ?tifié More| Less| More] Less
‘ s cate® ‘

Opﬁl 9 c Ko - 6 k -
Twila 10 B Yes - 4 g -
Thelma| 10 | B Yes - 16 5 -
Fay 10 c Fo 3 - 2 -
Flora | 10 c Ko - - L -
Sally. 2 1 A Yes - 5 3 ] -
Barah g 4 E@s - 22 z -
Edith 9 e - 3 -
Nell 9 B Yes - 2 Lo -
Texia | 10 B Yes - 12 5 1 -
Elmo | 15 ¢ No - 2 - -
Tom 11 B Mo 7 - 5 -
Theo | 9 B No - 6 - L
Floyg 10 ¢ No - 9 5 -
Fred | 10 | A Yes - 13 7 -
Scott 11 C No - 17 - -
Steve 10 A Yes - 6 6 -
Ellis 10 A Yes - 7 5 -

* Glven for reading thirty library boocks during the year.

Table 15 gives similar information concerning @roup II.
Helen, who read the most comle books in September, was ten
years old in 4pril; made good grades all the year; received
a reading certificate; read nine more comic books in April
than in September; and read two more magapines. All of the

children except two, who read the same number, read more comie
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books in April than in September, while only elght read more

mageazines.

TABLE 15

THE INCREASE OR DECREASE IN THE AMOUNT OF COMIC
BOCK AND MAGAZINE READING BY GROUP II AT
THE END OF THE EXPERIMENTAL PERIOD

Pupil Age ?Ayeragek‘ ading | Comiecs Magazines

Grades |Certifi~ I“jore | Less | Nore | Less
cate* | : 4
Ann 10 A Yes I 2 - - -
Bonnle | 10 A Yos 10 - 1 -
Clerice{ 9 C No 18 - 6 -
Dora | 10 A Yes 27 - 8 -
Bunice | 10 B No - - - 5
Flo 9 A Yes | 25 - 3 -
Gaynell} 10 A Yes 6 - - i
Belen | 10 B Yes 9 - o | -
Ida 1 9 A Yes - - o 3
Julia 10 A Ko 22 - 8 -
Kenneth| 10 B Yes Ly - - -
Larry 11 B No 18 - - -
Marvin | 10 B Ro L - 2 -
Oscar | 10 & Ko 15 - - 1
Paul | 10 C Yes 19 - - -
Quinton}i 10 ¢ Yes 15 - 3 »

* Given for reading thirty library books during the year

The foregoing discussion may be summarized ag followst

1. Group I's average reading of about twenty comic books
at the begimning of the experimental peria&, decreased to
about thirteen comic books at the end of the pariod.

2, Group II's average reading of about thirteen comic

books, at the beginning of the experimental pericdy increased



to about twenty-three comic books at the end of the period.
3. The magazine reading was about equal at the begin-

ning of the experimental period, but at the end of the period

Group I was reading twice as many magazines as Group I1.

L, The animated animal comie book remained popular with




CHAPTER ¥
SUMMARY AKND CONCLUSIONS

Summary
It has been the purpose of this study to determine the
effect a systematically planned free reading program will
have on the reading habits of fourth~graders, with special
emphasis on comic book reading. The ratio of the comiec book
and magazine reading hag been noted. The histmry and status
of the comie book serve as a background for this study.

Conelusions
The following conclusions have been reached as a result
of this studys
1. The real beginning of the present day comle boock

was in May, 1939, when the Superman Quarterly Magazine
peared.

2. The pumber of different comic books has risen to
over two hundred and a total of ebout sixty million copies
are sold each month in the United States.

3» The comic book 1s a part of today's world and can
ne longer be ignored.

| 61
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L, Teachers and parents should use the best these
books have to offer, but guide the children in more and
better reading. |

5. At the beginning of the experimental period Group
I averaged reading about twenty aamicfb?mkg a month, while
Group II read only aboul ten.

6. At the end of the experimental pericd Group I
averaged reading about thiriteen comle books a monthy while
Group II averaged about twenty-three.

7. The deeline in thé mmmber of comic books read by
Group I was due, to some extent; to the faet that they were
systematically exposed to children's magazines and other ap~
propriate reading uwaterials.

8. Other reasons for the decline in the reading of
comic books veret (a) their interests and needs were studled
closely, {b) their desire for thrills was partly met by the
reading of centinneﬁ stories and books, with suspense anél
action involved; (¢) speeial guidance was given in the |
selection of library bookss (d) free discussions of radio pro-

grams, movies, and stories were encouraged and directed.

Linitations of the Study
The scope and relisbility of this study have been limlted
by several Tactors, namelys

l. The small number of children that vere questioned
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2. No guestionmnalres were glven during the eight month
period
3. The responses of children of about nine years of

age vary fron day to day

Recommendations

All parents and teachers should know what their chil-
dren are reading. They should study closely the child as a
whole and find out his needs for certain types of reading
material.

Hagazines written at his reading level should be pro=-
vided and an effort made to familiarize him with them. Maga~
gines should not be bought in the place of comic books, but
with them. A child should not be put on the defensive in re-
gard to his comie book reading.

Rapport should be built up between the parent and the
child as wéll as between the teacher and the child. 4
child*s 1life should be rich, full, and exciting -- with a
sense of securlity firmly grounded. He needs, besides good
health, friends of his age, a sense of belonging, hobbiles,
easy tasks to perform at home and at school, directed
recreation, and plenty of easy, interesting reading material,

Parent Teacher Assoclations, churches, clubs, and ecivie
organizations should find Qut what the children in their
town are reading and help provide more and better m&te%ial
when 1t 1s needed.
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Fublishers of children's magazines and bocks have made
great strides in fulfilling some of the reading needs of
children in the last decade, but much more needs to be done.
There should be & magazine for boys under ten years of age.
Writers of textbooks might present some of their subject mat~
ter in the style of the comic book. The illustrators of
stories and books have a wonderful opportunity. The pie-
tures must 8o more than merely illustrate the story; they can
produce the effect of action.

More saﬁmar reading programs should be set up. This can
be done with the cooperation of teachers, parents, and

librarians,



APPENDIX A
QUESTIONNAIRE FUR CHILDREN IN GROUP I AND GROUP II

Name Date
Age . Hex

Praw a line under the name of each magazine or comic book

that you read often. ;
issune, draw two lines under it:

1a

2.
3.

9

10.
11.
12,
13.
1k,
15,
16.
17.

Which is your favorite magagine and comice book?

Adventure Comics
Animal Fables
Aetion Comles
Batman

Boy Commando
Bugs Bunny

, Calling All Boys

Galling All Girls
Calling All Kids
Child Life
Children's Activities
Comie Cawvalcade

Crime Comics
Petective Comics
Denald Duck
Fantastie Comics

Famous Punnles

18.
196

20.

If you sgbscribe to it or buy each

Frankenstein
Jack and Jil1
Jr.

Jungle Comics

, Magic Comigs

ﬁjstery 6cmies
Cpen Road for Boys

- Picture Stories from

History
Plastie Man

Play Mate Magazine
Polly Pigtails

. Heal Heroes

Story Parade

» Superman

2+ True Comies

Wee Wisdom

¥Worldts Finest Comics
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Write the names of all other magazines and comic books that

you read that are not on the list:




APPENDIX B

INTEREST AND ACTIVITY INVENTORIES FOR GROUP I

Nanme Date
Age Sex
1. Write the names of the mapazines that you subscribe to:

>

L=5

3=
LR

5

6.
7.
8.
N

Do you like to read?

Do you like for someche to read to you?

Name two or three of your favorite bookss

Draw éi;in@ under the words about whieh you like to read

sheries} horses, dogs, deer, other animals, airplanes,
children of foreign lands, fairies, kings, cowboys, erime,
Jungles, war, boys and girls like you,.

Do you have a library card at the public 1library?

Bhout how many books did you read this summer?
Do you have a radlo at home?

Name some of your favorite programs:

104+ Bo you sometimes dream at night about the things that you

hear over the radio?

il. Which programs do you think might scare children younger

than you?

67



12,
13.
1k,

15

16,
17.

18.
19.

21«
224

234

25,

68

Do you take any private lessons such as musie or dancing¥

How many times a week do you go to the movies?

How much money do you spend each week for pleasure?

Rame some of the shows that you have seen lately that

you enjoyed wvery muchs

Write the names of your best friends:

Name seversl games that you like to play:

Do you like to be the leader of a g&m&?‘f

Do you like to draw pictures?

Do you like to work puzzles and answér riddles?

Can you sing very well?

Draw a line under the things that you ean do: cook,
sew, embroider, knit, erochet, build model plancs, model
elay, bulld things with wood.

Do you have pets?____ Deseribe thems_

Who takes care of them?

Have you aver raised a vegetable or flower garden? .




26,
27«
28,

29.

30,
3.

35&
‘8. RBide a bicyele or listen to the radio

69

Do you have a ealf, plg or chickens?

What kind of ball games do you like to play?g

0f all the persons that yow have known, heard about,

er read about, whom would you most wish to be?

Why do you like or admire this person so much?

Do you ¢cry th@a?N

Do you like to be in programs on the stage?

Are you happy most of the tine?

What things do you do at school and at home that you

dlslike very mﬁi;

What part of school do you like best?_

Draw a lLine under the thing you had rather dos

by Listen to the radio or read a book

e. Go to the movies or read a story

@&, Listen to the radio or go to the movies

e. Play a musical instrument or listen to the radio
£+ Draw piletures or read a story

g« {for girls) Play dolls or read a comic book

h. {for boys) Play football or resd a comic hook

i. Dry the dishes or go on an errand

“§. Work srithmetic problems or read a story



36.
37.
38.

39.

70

k. Read a2 comie book or go to the movies
l. Go to a football game or read a comle book
m. Head a comic book or ride a horse

What church do you attend?

ire you a #E

Fow often do you go to church?

Do you belong te any clubs or organizations?

Wame them and tell how often and where they meel: -




Name of child . _ Age_  Bex

1.

2,

6.
7.

8.

9,

10.

1l.

APPERDIX C
CUESTIONNAIRE FCR PARENTS OF GROUP I

How much time does your child spend each day on his

home work?

What does your child do around the house to help you?

Does your child work any away from o

What radioc programs does your child listen to closely
and regularly?

What magazines and comie bocks does your child buy to

read?

Are others borrowed or exchanged often?

How many times a week does your child go to the movies?

Does your c¢hild seem content to play and work alone part

of the time?

What lesson or activity in school does your child dls-
1ike?__

Does your child tell you very much about the things that

happen at school unless you ask specific questions?

Do you know of any physical defects your child hasj such
as weak eyes, ear trouble, infected tonsils, nervousness,

kidney trouble?
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i2. Do you forbid your child to read certain books, see
certain movies, listen to certaln programs on the

radic?




1.

2

9.

10,

APFENDIX D
LIST OF MAGAZINES SENT TO PARENIS

Joek and Jill, £2.50C a year, order from Curtis Publishe
ing Co., P"hiladelphia 5, Pernn.

Hee Wisdom, $1.00 a year, order from Unity School of
Christianity, 917 Tracy Street, XKansas City, 6, Mo.
Child Life, #3.00 a year, order from Child Life,

MeCall Street, Dayton, 1, Ohlo.

ghlldren's Activitles, #3.00 a year, order from Child

Training Asscelation, Inc., 1018 SBouth Wabash Avenue,

Chilcage, Ill.

Story Parade, $3.00 a year, order from Story Parade,

1 Madison Ave., New York, 10, New York.

Flay Mate, $1.50 a year, order from A, R. Mueller Co.,
3025 Eagt 75th St., Cleveland, 4, Ohio.

Boys' Life, $2.50 a year, order from Boy Scouts of
Americs, 2 Park Avenue, New York, 17, New York.

Oven Rosd for Boys, $3.00 a year, order from Open Road
Publishing Co., 729 Boylston 8t., Boston, 16, Mass,
drss $5.00 a year, order from Progressive E‘ﬁﬁcaters
Inc., 812 North Dearbern St., Chicago, 10,I11.

The Parents Magazine Press, 260 Fourth Avenuve, Wew

Pigtails, $1.50 a year
73



b. Calling A1l Girls, $1.73 a year
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