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CHAPTER I

THE AWAKENING OF FRENCH INTERESY IN AMERICA

On the eve of the American revolt France outwardly
seemed content to reﬁain in the lethergy into which she had
sunk under the Baurh@a kinge. The extravagsnce of rulers,
coupled with their indifference to the condition of ths coun-
try and the people, had reduced France to & torpor from which
she could only sleepily eye her achievements of the past.l
Beneeth the surface of this spperent lassitude men were he-
ginning to think. Voltsire with his satire and scorn of the
sstablished ohursh had weakened meaterislly the heretofore

e Roussesy with

unesssilable position of that sugust group.
his theory of the "natural men” hed struck & blow at the
"divine right" of kings still meintained in France, "Popu-
lar soverelgnty” end "naturael righte" had been concepts
gince the sixteenth aentury3 but had remeined in the realm
of speculstion and theory &s yet unproven in practice, Peo-

ple from all clssses in France were convinced of & need for

lpernerd Fay, Revolutionayy Spirit in France snd Ameri-

ca, p. 4.
" 2Henry Elridge Bourne, Revolutionary Period in Buro:
p.; e

B@thriaag‘ggd@rn History, VIII, 5.



chenge, and far-resching reforms, but &8s yet no public axé'k
pression of this need was msda.u -

Louis XV, still called the "well-beloved," wes the most
hated men in Frence. Although awere of the needs of hie
gaaple, he was concerned only with ending his raign in peace
_ and was 1nairfarant te the pweblemm his aueeaaaer~might in-
herit, ,

\ﬂﬁﬁ‘read and gréiaaﬁ‘umnﬁ@aquiau'a ggﬁgégwgglmﬁgg,mhieh
hed been published in 1748, end Roussesu's Bocial Contract,
but continued to live under daapatia rule. Puring tha Boc-
ond helf af tha aightaenth century the eerruptian af the
church was fargattan while the thinkmrs of that purioﬁ erit»
ically surveyed the government and its wesknesses.>

By 1?7ﬁ the prevelence of 1ﬁeaﬂ aanaiﬁar&d ravelutian~
ary at that time is shown by the common usege of the term

patrimt“ and “eitizen" in the conversatilins of the Frongh
people. Although the people themselves had as yat no well
darina& campsign or purpose, the p@pﬂiarity af their usage
1ndiaatea tha trend national zhaught was taking and the uill»
ingness of the peopla of Fvanae to adopt new 1&95&,5 o

Freénce was in need of new idess, They wwra’undergaing

S —.- o

vﬁzﬁoerga Burton Adams, Growth of the French Netion,
p. 260, . :

SE, J. lowell, The United States of Americs, 1775-1782,

p. 4.
6Fay, op. egit., p. 7.
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8 religlous and political transformation in thought but
there wes 88 yet no clear idesl toward which they could di-
rect their impulses, The examples of Americen revolution-
ary endeavor were soon to furnish that idesl. |

Abbe Raynel in 1770 published s book which focused
French at&éntzma,en ammriéa. Appesring under the ponderous
title of A Histoire Philosophigue et Politique des Estab-
ﬁ limsments et du Commerce des Furoples dans des &eg&rgﬁggg;
this work embraced e wide variety of interests.’

While inexcusebly inaccurate in much of its informe-
tion, 1%t pilctures America as a lsnd of progress, where the
agriculturael arts end sciences are to bring sbout & new ers
for all humenity. The morel reform of all the world would
be schieved through the exemple and influence of the British
colonies, predicted Reynel. He suggested & collaboration
between the Americens end the FPrench whereby the French
should furnish the ideas snd theories for the Americans to
adopt and set upon,

Reynal explaiteﬁ 2ll of the wonders of the new world
and impressed the reader with all of the original end pic-
turesque features of that country, In addition to his trest-
ment of America, Reynal included ettacks on the intolerance,
cupldity, end other evils of Europeen governments which by
¢ontrast presented the colonies in a most favorable light,

7§b3‘&§ + D 8»



He glowingly portrayed the Quakers of Pennsylvenis as
the representatives of common sense and wisdom and aawiin
thelr life the proof of his belief thet kings sre not neces-
gary for the hevpiness of a people, His opinion was that'
"the righteous man, the free men needs only his eque) to be
happy‘”a

The effects of the work of Reynal in Frence cen hardly
be estimated. It mede him the acknowledged spokesmen for
21l of the discontented, inspired Monsisur Chevelier de
Cheutebriand to set forth in mearch of the Northwest Passage,
and becsme the model for &1l similar books on Americe during
this period, The esuthors used Reynal's deta so completely
thet his errors becsme eccepted &s esteblished facts which
no smount of denylng by Americens could ersse in the public
mind of France. Until 1789 hsrdly & yeser went by without
the appeerence of an imitetion of Reynel's bhook, most of
whose authors borrowed msteriel from Reynsl without bother-
ing to acknowledge the source,

A certain Abbe De Psuw followed Reynal with a book on
Americe whose only importance lies in the ettention aettraected
emong his countrymen. In it he pletures the people of North
Americs a3 belng infirm and weak due to the inferiority of
thet continent. This inferiority, he insisted, was caused
by its recent origin. In his opinion the "atate of Nature®

81b1a., pp. 13-14.
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was 8 myth and perfection could be sttained only in Eurapatg

De Pauw's work wes disputed and attacked by another
writer, Dom Pernstty, who belleved Iin s theory of nature,

Buffon then took both writers to tesk by saying each
wes partly right and pertly wrong, A1l three were basing
their conclusions on felse aaéumptiunﬁ, 28 was proven by
Jefferson's Hotes on Virginie,

An am&mpla of the felse conception of Americsn life
held by the French people of that period is given in Guil~
lerd de Beeurler's writings dedicsted to the people of Vir-
ginle, Here was deseribed a modsl education, & boy who grew
to manhood in complete 1solation, snd discovered for him-
sell all that man needs to know, which, sccording to the
writer, was & perfect mixture of civilizetion and nature.
This book was dediceted to the inhabitante of Virginis "be-
csuse tﬁay heve found means to cultivete their country with-
out cities, without luxuries, without crimes and without in-
firmities., You sre ss nature would have us nll,”lﬁ avers
Besurier,

The writers and philosophers of PFrence in this period
were not concerned wilth facts in Americs, They preferred to
interpret American life in the light of their own theories,
consequently the true picture was often distorted to coincide
with conclusions previously formed in the mind of the writer,
The most lmportent outcome of the litereture on Americs

91b1d., p. 19. 101p14.
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- during this time was the interest sroused in America sﬂd”
 in events trenepiring there., Whether the interest wes
besed on fect or fiotion metters little when the results of
that interest sre studied,ll

Another l1ink in the chein of good feeling incressingly
evident between France &nd Americs wus the Philedelphia Philo-
sophical Society., The founder, Benjemin Frenklin, kept up &
reguler correspondence with French scholars, This resulted
in the trenslation of Franklin's works by M. Dubourg, two
volumes of which appesred in 1773, and laid the foundstion
for Frenklin's populsrity in Frence which wes to be of un-~
told velue for America during the Bevalution.12

It needed no more than the foregoing ressons for rest-
less France t0 become deeply interested in Americe, but the
persecutions Englend wes heaping upon the colonies re-
doubled French interest. Everywhere in France people were
teking the American side.l? leeders in thet country still
remembered the humllisting treaty ilmposed in 1763 ending the
Seven Yeaprs® whr.la Thelr interest was not due merely to an

opportunity to geln revenge but elso to the feot thet here

11g11pert Ghinerd, "How the New World Freed the 0la,"
re§%?w aglbuek thus titled, Current Iitersture, LII (May,
1912), 56 . | N |

12pay, op. git., p. 21. 131b14., pp. 21-22,

paems, op. git., p. 271
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were liberty, equality, ideals of primitive simplicity, snd
nearness to nature which French idealists so admired. 'They
saw in the Americsn war & fight ageinst daspotium and ﬁha
the csuse of the human family,15

, Thus public opinion end the leaders of thought in Paris
- fostered an ides of the Anglo-Americen, which in the midst
of confused thinking end restlessness represented a sort of
morael and social ideel. It wes e Ubopis half unresl &nd
half true. This opinion is 1llustrated by &n extract sep-
peering in the Mercure 1n April, 177k:

Our navigetors who have studied the northern
continent well, assert thet &en innate taste for
1iberty 18 insepareble from the soil, the sky, the
forests and the leskes which keeyp this vest end
still new country from resembling the other parts
of the globe, They are persusded that any Buropesn
trensported to this aliga would contract this pe-~
culisr cherscteristic,

Reynal's book led people to seek esgerly eny informe-
tion regerding the coloniles &nd to form the most flsttering
eonception of them #8 &n egricultural, philosophical, toler-
ant, pious, reesoning, and heppy nation.

Some of the Europesn explorers had plctured the Ameri-
can Indlans as people of & golden age and used them to sup-
port the theory of netursl men. The savages, they argued,
were happy because they iived without laws, without kings,

15& :mm, The French Revolution, I, 112,
15‘?&}”, op. Mb; P 22,
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without social orgenigation of any kmnd@17 This picture,
largely the result of wishful thinking, was not baﬁed on
reality. The colonists hated the Indians end religious tol-
eration was not populer in America at this time.

The Americsn coloniste, due to life in the wildarnﬁaa,
had been greatly changed. They had become more direct and
more violent, especlally in the North where 1ife wae hapd,
In the South, whers slave labor sllowed time for medibtation
and leisure, abstract idess of indepwndence hed develorped,
bold idees &nd even violence found fertile soil there, Prom
these groupe ceme the strong lesders without which the
American Revolution could never have occurred,

In 1770 the thirteen colonies no longer saw Frence &s
& menece after the treety of 1763 removed them from close
proximity., For yeers she had been & common enemy. The
colonists, however, were bound to Englend with the ties of 2
common lesnguage, @lso the body of their inetitutions end
custome were British. Young leaders such as Weshington and
the sucecess of the coloniel troops had pgiven the ebl@niés
conf'idence in themselvua, which prompted them to be more
eritical of the mother @auntryila

England at the close of the Beven !&ara'»war wes deter-
mined thet the colonists should helg pay ite cost, Parlisment

17chinera, op. git., p. 561,

13&ernard Fay, Americin gggggggggigg,gﬁg_gfanah Revolu~
ti@n; Pe 25,
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wes uneware of the resl stete of effairs in Americe and
hurried into unfortunate action. The Intolerable Acts were
passed and little zttention was given to & pamphlet by James
Otis entitled Rights of the British Colonies Asserted and
Proved,l9 England repestedly tried to tax the colonles end

the colonies stubbornly resisted, There wés no mention of
independence &8s yetb,

~In 1770 21) texes were repsaled except that on tes.
The Boston Tes Party soon followed, and England closed the
port of Hoston, She then chenged the Charter of Maessachu-
setts and the colonles united 40 prepare for reslistence,

The American revolt was not purely politicgl &nd eco-

nomical, It was also & morsl, religious, end sentimental
erisis, It involved & complete change in the thinking of
the colonies, Virginis wes refusing to accept Anglican
priests from England, The Baptist doctrine wes epreading,
new denominations such as Methodlsm were gainlng converts,
The colonlsts were sttempting to free themselves In r&ligi@n
as well as in politics. The Americans, compasratively free
of restraint becsuse of their isolastion, felt thet the less
restreint, the happler the men. This wee the doctrine of
Sammel Adams, one of the most farsighted of American lesd-
ers.,

while in 1773, the word "nstion" had not been thought

19%rederick Ogg, The Pageant of Ameries, VIII, 38.
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of by the colonists, they were hesded that wey.20

By 1774, Frence hed geined much pepulerity in Amé&ina.
By this time numerous teechers of feneing, dencing, and de-:
portwent hed come from Frence to instruct the weslthier.
colenists. PFreénklin in 1750 bed drewn up pléns for & uni-
versity in whieh the tesching of the French languspe wss to
have & prominent place, Reeding of French novels and books
beceme general glthough some of the good ladies of New Eng-
land were shooked by thelr immorelity. Severel universities
ineluding Pennsylvenia, Yale, snd Earverd hed the teaching
of French in their curriculum, Voltaire's Tralt de 1a Toler-
gnce enjoyed wide popularity énd Pranklin is se2id to have
read it &8s esrly 8s 1764, The French philosophers Raﬁaaeau
end Montesquleu were read and discusssd also, but Montesquien
seems £o have been the more widely read, Reynal was read
and gquoted, hWut care wes taken to omi{ his inaccurescies,
S0 close 8 fesling tetween the two countries was aroused
that questions ceausing excitement in Prence woke echoes in
America., Americe was sware of the part that Prance was to
play as arbiter between England and her colonies and dimly
felt a secret understending whieh was coming Iinto existence
between Americe and Frence.?l

Such were the relations between France and Americe in

20pay,
p. 31,

7 Bpirit in Frence and Awerics,

Reyvolutionaxy
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Mey, 1774, when Louls XV died. He had reigned so long end so
bedly thet his death was greeted with indifference throughout
the land. ILittle wes known of the young monsrch aua&eading
him but the people had hopes he would respond to the wishes
of the people and reorganize the kingdom.

louis XVI faced the slmost insurmounteble task of re-
&toring psrliementery liberty, freeing Negre slaves, and re-
establishing vreligion. The new king wished to please his
subjects and to govern wisely, but he had ebsolutely no
gtrength of will in upholding his Juﬂgmantgaﬁ This weak-
ness wss well known to his Minister of Finance, Turget, who
once warned him, "It was weakness, sire, which laid the head
of Charles I on the bleck,"” Iouis well understood that mirs-
¢les were expected of him but he di1d not like to make de-
cislons. To aid him in his reign he had the frivolous Marie
Antoinette, deughter of Merie Theress of Austria, whose ex-
travegence wes to hasten their downfall.®3

The king in selecting his ministry chose his friend,
the Count de Maurepes, whom he nieknemed "mentor,” as his
Prime Minister, It was said that louis celled Msurepes tav
consult with him on public business ané Maurepes calmly es-
sumed that he wes eppointed, A men of charming menner, he
hed absolutely no political prmea.ples.ﬂ“ As Prime Minister

ggmengamin Ide waaalcr, ghg,ggwg@h Rsvolution, p. 86‘
231p1d., p. 123, 241owell, op. git., p. b.
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Meurepse could usually ceuse the dismissel of any other min-
ister, but in his own depertment esch minister was responsi-
ble only to the king. The only minister to hold his place
throughout the American War wee Vergennes, Minister of Por-
eign Affeirs,25 |

For his Minister of Finence, louis XVI chose Turgot who
had been born in Peris, studied theology, &nd in 1750 had
written & trestise in which he contended that the Christian
relligion had contributed meterislly to the welfere of men-
kind, In the same yesr he hed written another trestise pre-
dicting the separstion of the ¢olonies from Englend, Tur-
got was & 9h11@$apharvanﬁ free thinker, but he did:nat yes~
seas the tact or wisdom by which his enlightened ldeas could
be transmitted,26

- The Count de Muy, whose honesty was femous, was 8p-
pointed Miniater of War. The king had hoped to select & .
ministry whose wisdom waui& free him from the necessity of
meking decisions, but he was faced from the heginning with
two primery needs:; first, to reform the internsl adminis-
tration, and second, to restore the internationel importance
lost since 1763. A1l might have been well with Louis had he
not chosen #38 his Minister of Voreign Affairs the Count
Gravier de Vergennes, ex-minister to &wedan.

251p1a. QQEE&Q-; P. 5.
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- Meanwhile, the colonists had ermed themselves and the
Second Continsntel Congress had met in Philadelphie in May,
1775« Wwashington had been eppointed Commsnder-in-Chief, |
and the colonists had taken up erms, There wes still no
talk df independence but Congress addressed an sppesl for
aid to the French king@g7

Iouls XVI end Frence were c&lled upon to take a defi-
nite stend, so one of the firet important questions for the
king to decide was thet of aid to America and the advice of
his ministers conflicted,

Turgot wanted to cure France from the inside, He was
convinced that colonies were # hindrance instead of & help
to & country &nd wished no part ér the American controversy.
As minister of finsnce he realized better then snyone else
the precerious finenclal condition of ¥Frence, and the cost
of & foreign wer., It was his opinion thet the colonies
would eventuslly succeed because they hed right on their
gide, but the Amerlcan struggle interested him only 48 &
curious phenomenon to be watched with interest from & safe
distence,28

Vergennes, on the other hénd, believed that reastoration
of netional prestige was the most important task facing the
government, While not yet committed to active participstion

h;??’ay, Bevolutionsry Spirit in Frepce snd Americe,
P o ‘

283¢ Guizot and Mademe Guigott De Witt, World's Best
Histories of France, v, 270.
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in Americaen affeirs he saw in England's 4ifficulty with
 the colonies an opportunity to embarress that country and
gain revenge for the tresty of 1763.%9 ;
Vorgennes was fif'ty-four years of age when he became
Prime Minister. He bad been trained in diplomscy sinae his
youth, was grave in manner, methodical and csutious, and
willing to blde his time until he sew an opportunity to put
his plens into execution. He hed clesely watched develop-
ments in Americe end had declared shortly after 1763 that
qu}gaﬁlwmuld have csuse to repent tha_ramqviag of the only
ahﬁak which could keep the colonles in swe, They no longer
stcod in need of Britain's protection and when called upon
to help bear expenses of the Seven Ysears' War, they would
answer by striking off ell dependence. History soon proved
the minister right. 8o long as the French were in America,
the colonies needed snd wented protsction. When the Prench
mon&ce wes removed through the annexution of anede by Eng-
land, they felt themselves to be self-sufficient,>0 :
Choiseul, whom Vergennes suceeeded in offiece, had kept
himself well informed on American affairs. In 1764 he had
sent M, de Pontleroy to inspect the Hnglish colonies in
America, Later he sent an agent whose name is not known who
had interviewed most of the revolutionery lesders, This

agent reported & strong sentiment of liberty smong the people

291pid., p. 270.

30movert Ergeng, Europe from the Rensissence to Water-
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he investigeted. In 1768 Cholseul dispatched on a simllar
misslon the professlonal soldier, Beren De Kalb, whose yisit
had but little result except for the disappointments suf-
fera& byftha Paron, Continuing in the ways of @&miaeui, Ver~
gennes in 1775 sent Orchard de Bomvouloir to Ameries, who in-
tewiemd such Americen lesders es Franklin, Jobn Adams, end
$amua1 Chase. 31

Although Vbrgennaa was virtuelly carrying on & one-man
crusade among the ministry for American suppert in 1775, he
did heve several elements of support in Prance, The sol-
diers wented to fight, the middle classes sdmlired the Ameri-
cans, the young nobles were extremely curious about the col-~
onles, and the writers saw here an opportunity for & philo-~
sophic crysade , 3%

The king was inclined toward peace. He waes not con-
vineed that eld to the colonies would be honest when France
was at pesce with England, He wss not certein that public
opinion fevored Ameries, and shove &1l, he wished to act
for the best interests of France. He had, as befitted &
Bourbon king, absolutely no sympethy for “insurgent&.”33

Prime Minlster de Maurepss was Qpp@ﬁ@ﬁ to any action

BIFey, gegelgbgamagx Spirit ;w_;gpnuo and Americs,
p. 51.

32&1&4’ P 5“&

33@iauﬁa Haelstead Van Tyne, The Americsn Revolution
1775-1778, p. 204,
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- which wonld prevent him from ending his career in peace,

At e time when Vergennes seemed bslked in his pet proj-
ect, he recelved some uﬁaxpauﬁaa support from e source he had
not anticipeted -- Besumarcheis,

Besumarchaie, the son of the court elockmeker to Louis
XV, had alrsaﬂy gﬂingﬁ considereble notoriety by his love
affeirs, lawsuits, telent, end wit. He had mede & fortune
in speculetion, end beceme well known to the higher circles
at court where he wes tdmitted in & subordinste cepmeity,

He hed written & pley, the Marrisge of Figero, which
cericatured the French nobility #nd of which the,king had
forbidden the production until the public demend to see 1t
hed caused Iouis to rescind his order.3%

& delicate situetion requiring the services of & skilled
egent hed erisen across the Chennel. Iouls XV towerd the
end of his relgn had, with the aid of hig representatives in
England, drewn up & secret plan for its invesion. This plan
had fellen into the hands of one Chevelier D'Eon, e minor
diplomat in the king's secret service, who threatened to
sell it to Britein. 4 bold and clever representative wes
needed who might prevent the plans from felling into the
hands of the English., 4s the qualificetions of Osron de
Beaumarcheis seemed admireble for this purpose, he wse sent
to tnﬁdan t0 negotlete with the treitop,

3%Cesimir Stryenski, The Eighteenth Cent:



‘vhile in Iondon Besumerchais spent his spere time in
widening his cirels of ascquaintances,one of whom waa‘ézﬂwa‘
Arthur lee, an enthmsisstic supporter of the &mgriaan cause,
In the course of his tslks with lee, he became inspired with
& desire to become & central figure in the liberation of
Americs,35 wWhile at the onset Beaumsrchais had no idea of
causing & revolntion, he became very sctive in pleading the
American ceusge with Vergennes, who in turn geve his letters
to the king. On February 29, 1776, Besumarchals submitted
to the king & paper entitled "Pesce or War" which he saild
came from & sscret agent of the colonies, According to this
agent, Americe would give France all éf the trade advantages
formerly held by Englend if she would help the colonies,
Also America would guarantes the possessions df Prance in
the Western Bemisphers. If Prance refused this offer, the
agent was to meke & similar offer to any or 81l of the other
nations of Eurap@.3ﬁ

The ministers of Iouie XVI were still not ready to en-
ter into the Americaén quarrel, but sentiment smong them
had by this time changed to the point that they were agree-
shle to aid the colonists provided this sation could be con-
cealed from Engiand.37

25?$y, ggvalggiagagx §g;g ® in grence end Americe,
pp. 56-5T7.

3€van Tyne, op. oik., p. 206,
3710well, gp. sit., p. 210.
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- The suggestions of the playwright hegen to carry much
weight with the king and his councils es he played upon the
fears of the king and appealed to their aversions f@r‘ﬁngf
lena, 38 | | o

In September, 1775, he revorted to the king 2 highly
colorful account of happenings in America, According to
this report, twenty-eight thoussnd colonists were besieging
Boston whils forty thouwsand more were defending the remeinder
of the country. The authenticity of Beaumarchais' reports
is questionable. ‘iaa, no doubt, was the secret agent re-
ferred to and if so, he had no suthority to suggest the con-
ditions of & tresty between Frence and America,3d

Supported by the opinilon of his fellow enthusiast, Ver~
gennes was able to oonvinee the king thet the time was pro-
pitious for aid to the colonlies and thet such &n opportunity
to harm England,,withaut denger to France, might not agein
present itself, The king, scting egeinst his natursl in-
clinations, gave his dgonsent, _

Besumarehals was orderéd to return to Frence and was
suthorized to aatabiish 8 maritime and traﬁimg»oemyany which
could be used 88 & soreen behind which American 2id could
be furnished,

In June, 1776, he received one million livres from

38ven Tyne, op. sit., p. 210.
3920wel1, op. cit., pp. 27-28,
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Iouis XVI, and & 1ike smount was given by the Spenish gov-
| ernment in August. The Spanish gift was mede because of ef-
forts of Vergennes to enlist Spein on the side of the colon-
ies, With this money Besumercheis set up operations under
ny, end Iouis XVI hed taken
the first step toward the French Rmalutian.l", :

the neme of Hortaslez and Compe

S}OMQ\ s D 29:



CHAPTER I1
FRENCH ABSISTANCE IN THE OREATION OF A NEW KATION

In the yeer 1775, slthough there were leaders in both
France and America who desired close cooperstion between
these two countries, there was s yet llttle common knowl-
edga of esch other, Prior to the revolt, Engianﬁ had closely
controlled the commerce of the colonies and this policy had
resulted in very little contact hétwmen the colonles and any
other nation. There &lsc existed in Americs e traditionel
prejudice against ﬁmﬁhaliciam, the predominent religion of
¥France,

French knowledge of Awmerice was derived from woefully
1naaeuﬁaﬁe books written by suthors who were wmore interested
in proving their theoriles then in giving sctual facts. Only
& limited group in eech country had heen in sctusl contect
end had 8 true conceptlon of the other,?

"England was well awsre of the dengers of possible
French intervention end Lerd Stormont, populsr British minis-
ter to France, left nothing undone to prevent France from
taking the side of the colonies, Pemphlets denouncing the
revolt of the colonies &8 & perlil]l to all of the monarchies

 Bpirit in France and Americs,
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!31 65. ’

20



21

of Europe, 1f &llowed to succeed, were printed in Hollsnd
and distributed by Stormont to sll of the rulers of Burope,
His opinion was supported by the French philosopher D'Alen-
bert, who wrote: "Although & wer twe thousand leagues away
concerns me less than did that of 1756, I still fesr lest
this drop of oil spread t1ll it reaches us,"®

?&rgennaa bhad won his point of gilving mecret aid to
the insurgents, for he b@liav&a that oolonial success could
be attaiﬁéﬁ only by forming en sllience with them end send-
ing an srmy to their assistance, aiafeffartvt@ b@ﬂﬂ public
épihi@n t& his will was not encoureged by the actions of
French officers between 1775 and 1776. 1In 1776 S1las Desns
hed arrived in France, end his instructions empowered him
aﬁly to enlist ahgim&&rn for his sountry's csuse. He 4id
‘grent commissions to & number of French officers whose only
interest wes high rank and money, These were not highly re-
gerded in &marie#yanﬂ were & detriment rather than sn aid
to Washington. They sre not to be compered with lafayette
and others who came lster, These disgruntled voluntoers
returning home were very antagonistic to anything Americen,3

&urgat,'whila he had reluctantly agreed to the poliey
af’seerat assistance, was still opposed to asctive interven-
tion, In addition to his beliefs that Frence could not

QFrmaariak Ogg, gam_ggmﬂgg gﬁat@a of éﬁ@rgaa, . 3&
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afford gnother war, and that the colonles would sucesed
without the help of eny other country, he thought that an
attack on England by Prance would be the signel for & recon-
ciliation between England and the rebels. He wished the war
to continue as it wes bothersome to Englend, but he wished

Prence to remein formslly neutral,

naﬁrap&s.atill desired pesce 8nd louis XVI, while he
had agreed to Vergennes' plesé for seoret sid te the colonles,
wes unwilling et this time to go further,'

Such was the position in which Vergemnes found himself
during the years 1775-1776, By what process of ressoning he
errived at his next step is not known, OCerteinly he was
motivated by & desire to hurt Englend coupled with e sincere
desire to sesist the colonies, In 1775 he became convinced
thet the only way in which Prance could be of further help
to the Americans would be for them to declare thelr inde-
pendence, when they could n@g@ﬁi&ta with Prance &8 & nation,
Thet such &n ides should cecur to & minister of & monerchy
seems remarksble. In his instructions to Bonvoulier, whom
he sent to Amerlece in 1775, Vergennes orderved him to say:
"As long es you ave subjects of Great Britain we cennot and
mast not do enything for you. The only means you have of
geining our support is by declering your independence,"
Ademe, Franklin, end Ise heard this message and were deeply

31pid., ». 70. Sipia.
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lmpressed by it.

The colonies were in & dilemma; they must have aid to
continue the war, They had not absndoned the ides of & rec-
oncilistion with England, but Britein was indifferent to their
advances, They could not send ambsassadors to France unless
they were indepsndent. AL the suggestion of Samuel (hase,
Congress finally decided to send an agent to France to psr-
suade them to give Americs arme and munitions. However, the
idea of independence hsd been implanted in the minds of the
colonists, This is shown by the newspapers throughout the
country, which in 1775 spoke repestedly of "Frence snd Al-
lisnce, "

Thomes Paine published his brilliant plea for independ-

mon Sense, on Januery 10, 1776, This psmphlet sold
one hundred thousand coples snd became the Bibla of the revo-
lgtion to fallaw,s

"Richard Henry lee introduced & propossl for & Declare~
tion of Independence in Jongress on Junms 7, 1776, btut after
beling debhated, 1t was defeated by the moderstes, led by
John Dlckenson,

on July &, 1776, the United States declared indepsndence.
In the declsrstion were incorporated meny of the ideas of
Rousseau and John looke, but Jefferson stated thet et the
time of writing 1t he had not consulted any pemphlet or hook.

S0gg, The United Btetes of Americs, p. 106.
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This declaration trensferred bold end new ideas from the
roelm of speculation snd theory into the province of tha ‘
praetiea1‘7 The declaration wes well received in France,
where 1t hed s wide privete circulation. During that year,
the United States beceame the lesding toplic of conversation
in Paris,

In tha.m@ﬁntima, 88 has been mentioned before, Deane
had established himself in Paris, where he was enthusiastic-
ally received, Rightfully or not, the Americans were hailed
by the French as fellow addicts of philosophy &nd their prin-
ciples were applauded in French salons throughout the 18nd,8
Vergennes had telked with Deane 8 few days after his ar-
rival and while refusing to discusg the possibllity of an al-
liance, hed informed him thet Beaumerchais could be trusted
to give any &ssistance that gentlemen might promise, In
other quarters he had been warned that the ¥French agent wan
8 men of pleasure &nd could not be trusted, but the Americen
hed no resson to doubt him and essily though secratly saw
through his disguise 88 & merchant, It was quite sapperent
that the playwright was gcting in the interest of the Prench
government. .

Evidencas of Besumarchsis' good feith were gliven shortly

after Desne’s sarrivael when two hundred brass cennon and &

Trey, The Revolutionery Spirit in France and Americs,

P. 82,
aﬁsergw H, Allen, The French Revolution, p. 186,




25

quantity of clothing were dispatched to the eﬂlaniasg, $h&t
the money being spent for supplies was being favniahad‘ﬁf 
the king became incregsingly evident to Deene when he was
informed thet the supplies could be peid for by the Ameri-
cane &t current prices on arrivel, or thelr cost in Prance
wlth insurence and aammiaaionaﬁg

Early in 1777 three vessels carrying consignments of
¢lothing and stores salled for Americe, Five more ships
soon followed and 411 tut one of them resched their desti-
natlon safely.

A corresnondence of # business nature wes cerried out
by Desne and Beaumgrchais, who signed &1l inveices, bills of
leding, and letters of sdvice with the signature of Hortales

He wae handicepped in his sctions, as the
ggent of Congress, by his inability to speak French; also,
by the fact that Vergennes wished to keep secret the part
of the crown in sllowing supplies to be taken from govern-
ment arsenals for shipment to Amariaa.lé

After the Declerstion of Independence, the United States
nemed three smbassadors to Prence. JArthur Iee and Benjemin
Franklin were nemed as well as Bilas De&ne, who was still
there. Frenklin sailed Ostober 26 and arrived in Nentes
in December, 1776, after & parilous journey., MHis instructions

9933, The Unlted Btates of Americae, p. 30.
1010well, op. oit., pp. 29-30.
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closed with these words, "Obtein as s&rly 2s possible &
publick scknowledgement of the indevpendendy of théaa states
by the Court of wraﬁae.”ll

Frenklin had alsc been empowered to form & treaty of
ﬁlliaﬁae with France an'a footing of equality. He was to
offer the king no commercial monopoly and secure his prom-
ise to underiake no conquest on the Americen continent. In
addition he was to ask for protection of the American Mer-
chsnt Merine by the French fleet, finencial aid, and &rms,1?

These terms céused no enthusiasm, but Frenklin's per-
songlity more then mede up this deficiency, Posing as a
refugee and scholar bewildered by & war-msd world, he de-
eceived many of the diplomets and clever people, Simple
folk mede no such mistake; to them be was the representative
of freedom, He ssw people of all clesses, artissns, philos-

phers, and officers. Some of them céme only for conversa-
tion, while others such as the soldlers wished to gein fa-
vors & commissions to fight in Ameries.

He established his residence st Pagay on the cutskirts
of Paris, Prom this secluded retrest he sliowed himself to
be ﬁvawnfiata the highest litersry end soclal circles, only
to retire into seclusion when it best suited his ﬁury@se.
The French were chérmed by him snd Franklin became the men
of the hour,13

12pay, Revolutionery Spirit in France snd America, p. 83.
131vid., p. 85,

llwi111s Stell,
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Franklin's presence wes most foriunate for America be~
| cause Arthur Ise wes suspleious of the Prench motives and
was & hindrénce rather than & help. He scon became openly
antagonistic to Deane, who was called home to explsain the
'mattar of purcheses from Besumsrchsis as & result of his ag-
cusations. Iee contended thet all aild furnished by Hortalesz
and éumpany~ahnuldvba considered in thes nature of gifts from
tha French government, while Deeane wss positive in his as-
gsertions that velid contracts were hsld by Besumercheis and
peyment should be made, Ise countered by saying that Deans
was & rescal and wes receiving five per cent commission on
&ll shipmente msde to America, mhe matbter wag further ocom-
pliceted by the denial of the Prench minister to America
that the French king had mede sny gifts, Vergennes could
not allow the king's name to be mentioned in the sctivities
of Hortalez &and Compeny, since it would prove he was guilty
of duplicity with ﬁnglanﬁ.lﬁ Desne was discredited in the
dispute and remeined embittered the rest of his life.
?rankiin‘a good influence for the Americen cause cén-
not be oversestimeted, Bhortly efter his arrivel, M, Ieroy,
& French menufecturer of cersmlcs, fitted out & vezsel
loaded wlith munitions, 8t his own expense, which he dis~
petched to America to aid the colonists in thelyr fights for
rraaﬁcm.‘ This was & result of his meeting with the American
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philosopher and his liking for him.l>
| 0f a1l the notables encountered by Franklin while serv-
ing as smbossador, the most important, from the American
viewpoint, was the Merquis ds Isfayette, a member of the
powerful Noeilles femily. ILefayette had become interested
in the &merican revolt sfter reading the Declaretion of In-
dep@aﬁen&a.lé He concelved the idea of orgeniging an ex-
pedition and seiling for Ameriece., Desne &and Franklin, sware
of his high position, thought he would be of valus to their
country and offered him & commission a2 genersl in the Ameri-
can army. lefayette recruited & force snd ssiled despite
orders from the court forbidding his departure. No serious
effort, however, was made to detelin him and news of his ven-
ture csused & sensation in Paris. Publie opinion in Prance
hed now reached the point where Vergennes, who had §&en mein-
taining & discreet silence, wes publicly criticized for not
giding Americs more than he hed,

Iafeyotte's gesture was interpreted by the French as &
erusade for & suffering and enslaved world, The wrath of

the pesople wes aroused ageinst the Prench government and

VYergennes becauyse they 414 not come to the rescue of the
Americans,17

16p, aulsrd, The Prench Revolution, I, 11%.
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Vergennes, desplts opinion to the contrary, wes doling
a1l in his power to swey publie opinion to the point where
Iouls XVI could no longer ignore it. He wss aided and
atwtted by one Edme Genet, who busied himself from 1776 to
1783 in publishing and reproducing inflemmstory pesmphlets
under the gulse of magégine articles 1n Jes Affairis de
1'engleterre ot de l'smerique. This paper wee under the di-
rectorship of Genet but Franklin was editor-in-chief, While
no direct ggggcga were made on French policies, the paper
did not heaiééfé to attack conditions in Englend whiah had
their counterpart in France, In an snalysis of the Declera-
tion of Independence the writer approved especially of the
principle of equality of men and the ides that leglslative
authority comes from the people. JIong extracts wers re-
printed from Thomes Paine's Qommon Sense, representing the
Americsn confliet 28 a moral and religious reform which
would ultimmtely satisfy the "deepest needs”™ of men, It
alszo published Price's Observations on Oivil Liberty, which

had been suppressed a&s dangerous by the censor of tha Minls-
try of Foreign Affsirs, It offered £l of its subscribers
an "American code," thus spreading throughout France the
theories from scross the ses, In 1778-1779 the Ameriscan
constitutions were translated by the Dulke de 1a Rochefou-~
cauld and published in this journsl,

4n effort was mede to halt this spread of Americen

sentiment by a court order that Americen affairs were not
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to be discussed in cefes, btut &s no attenpt was made at en~
forcement, 1t mas-disragarﬂad¢1&

Franklin, in 8 letter dated May, 1777, revetled the
peseionate Interest with which American effairs were followed
in France:

All Burope is on our side of the gquestion a=s

far as appleuse and good wishes can carry them,

Those who live under arbitrary power do neverthe-

less epprove of liberty end wlsh for it; they 8l-

most despeir of recovering it. In EBurope they resd

the transletions of our separate colony constltu-

tions with rapture. It 1s a2 common observation here

thet our cause 13 the cause of all menkind and that

we sre fighting for their liberty in defending our

own,19

Prom all sides came indicetions thet Prence es 2 nation
wes ready for an alliance with Americe. The king was un-
certain which course to adopt. Vergennes snd Beaumarcheis
were constantly preaching the advantages to he géined by
such an alllance, Mudeme Adelalde, the king's close ad-
visor, wented peéce, as did Msurepeas and Turgot, his minis-
ters .0 |

Diasne de Polignsc, & member of the court, recounted the
sdmirable qualities of Franklin so many times to the king
that he sent her a certain vessel found at that time in

every bedroom. The aga which custom plaaaa on the bottom

18yp1d., pp. 89-91.
190gg, The United States of Awerics, p. 41.
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of such vessels was replaced by & pilcture of Franklinﬁgl

If the king had been allowed to express his own wishes,
he would never have given the "insurgents” the seoret aid,
which still brought forth expressions of remorse when he
thought of 1t, The English newspapers were sequainted with
this ettitude of louis' and placed on him tﬁeir'h;pea for
aaﬁtinuaﬁ peace with France. OCurilously enough, they sc-
anaaﬁktha gueen, who hed even less sympathy for the Ameri-
cans then the king, of insiting him to wer, The king snd
Vergennes had intentionslly kept the queen out of &1l dip-
lometic affeirs. She was cold to ell policles in which she
did not have a p&yt422

In 1777 louls wavered befors the popular demend for war
in support of the colonies, but the news of the setback suf-
fered by the Americens at Long Island caused him to wait
for further éaval@gmanta¢23

Meenwhile the populece of France were beginning to
voice their wishes, Iinguet wrote in 1777%

It 1s the fact thet while defending only their
blead. In calling the Bnglish arows bo acoount 14

is the abuses of all monsrchies they are attaaking;
The blind hope of being able perhaps to imitste them

alvan MQ, on. ﬂ;g,, Do 206,

22pay, ionery Spirit in Frence snd America,

r. 92,
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some day and even of being sided by them in hresking

g:gygggiggginzﬁﬁngizg1§nuhat wins tha 1naurgmnts 80

The philosophers of the period were particulariy en-.
thusiastic over the Declarstion of Independence, eapﬁaially
oyer its assertion of the nstural rights of men,?5

- The regions far from Paris gave volce to their senti-

mente and even at Marsellles & c¢lub wes formed which met
every month to celebrate American victories and to dilscuss
their virtues.26

Meenwhile Franklin at Passy was leying the foundation
for the Frenkiin legend, He was admired by fervent followers
of revolutionsry mysticlsm., When he went out in society &ll
of tho ledles kissed him, Hadame Helvetlus, widow of the
Frﬁnuh philosopher, virtu&lly adopted him end used her in~
fluential salon to essist him in furthering his schemes,
He called Turgot his close friend &s well &5 the l& Roche-
foucaulds, the Hosilles, and other influentisl people of
the court., He Iinspired everyone with respect end venerstion.
They imagined him to be the perfect and complete exemple of
the paagle ﬁf a&ariaa He seamad 80 prudent that he reas-
sured the timareus while inspiring the more enthusisstic,

Another element which added to sentiment for America

akvan Tyne, op, g¢it., p. 214,

25ray, Spirit in Frence and America,
PP. 93*9%
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‘among those who loved display end heroism was Lafayette's
example whieh fired the imsgination of the people. 'wao; |
his powarrul family and friends in Prance certalnly added
gupport to Franklints endeavors .27

The news of Burgoynes surrender, which resched Frence
in December, 1777, put 2 new face on American affairs, Up
to this time no foreign nation hsd been willing to commit
1tself on American &1d. Vergennes saw his opportunity and
was ready to act. Maurepes, surprised by the vietory, gave
up resisting., Iouis XVI, convinced that an allisnce with
America would be popular, yielded gracefully. Wsshington
had succeeded in defeating one of BEngland's grestest gener-
als with the supposedly inferior colonlsl troops.
| Bosumerchais sctually dislocated his amm in his haste
to reach the king with the news, while Paris rejoiced as
though 1t hed been & Prench victory instead of en American
one.28

Vergennes in securing consent for an #lliance hed been .
suceessful in sheping publlc opinion in the ﬁir@atiah‘hs
degired. "He had csused France to sccept in g&neﬁai Ameri-
can idesals which France belisved to be the most perfect and

nearest to nature, 29

2Tpay, Revolut ¢ Spirit in Frapce and America,
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Vergennes wes afraid Emiﬁain would ackmowledge Amerlcan
independence before the allisnce could be perfected. 7Ehr@ugﬁ
his sples 1n Pessy he learned that Desne end Frenklin were
negotieting with England. Terms were quickly sgreed upon
but for militery ressons the pepers were not signed until.
February 6, 1778,3°

On this date Frenklin end Desne were presented &t court
in Versailles end were sssured by the king thet he hed no
intention of taking adventage of the eritical situation in
thelir cﬁuntry; He stated thet hils only desire was a*la&ting
treety of "petce and smity." ¥No did not pretend that his
action was not governed by the effect this slllasnce would
have on England snd thet his only condition wes thet the
Americens should not meke s separate pesce with (reat Britein

giving up thelr independence.3l

Other terms of the compact provided that should war
break out between Englanﬁ and Prence a8 8 result of the
alliance, then America would be joined by French forces in &
commhn war. Americen independence was recognized and the
new government was conceded the same rights ss sny other ne-
tion,3?

3@Fey, ggva;utiona Spirit in Prance and America,
p. 101,

3lyan Tyne, op. cit., p. 223.
320gg, The United Btates of Americe, p. 44.
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Nowhere in this treasty is there any indication thet
Prance hed any objoctive other then American independsnce.
There wes no commercial adventege gained, end she c¢ould ex~
rect A heavy drein on her trezsury.

- On the 13th of March, 1778, the Duc de Nosilles, French
ambessador to Great Britain, informed the British government
of the existence of & treety with America, & fact they had
known for some time. Lord Btormont, British smbsssador,
wes recalled from France &nd while no formsl declaration of
wer wes made, three months later two French frigates were
attacked and captured by the English fleet 33

- News of the 2lliance greetly heartened the Amerlicans
and probably shortened the wer, Although rumors were Spresd
by the loyalista thet parts of Amerlca had been ceded to
Frence, the general opinion was one of unb@unded.juy.3a

Bamuel Adams seid, "Freance has dealt generously with
Americs,” Richard Henry lee expressed "heart felt grati-
tude™ and Weshington steted, "Prance hes acted with wisdom
and generosity." Toasts were drunk to the health of
louis XVI and newspaper articles predicted & speedy close
of the wwr in Americe, as hostilities would soon hreak out
in Europe, diverting British attention to affalrs at home.
Throughout the length of the embetitled country, the signing

6 33%0&1@# Willggn, éﬁ&?iﬁa 'g ﬁ;ﬁ;h&838§@?$ E?; rance,
p. 4 ' '

3&agg, The United Btates of Americe, p, 49,




36

of the sllisnce was celelrated. The Amerilcan army was fired
with joy.3> S .,
A wave of enthusiasm for each other swept hoth America
end France. The aristocratic court of louls XVI applauded
the American principles, heedless of the fact that these
same principles would destroy the whole structure of their
government, This wes the zenith of the reign of Louils XVI,
There was talk of nothing in France save enlisting to serve
the country, setting out for America as a volunteer, and
dying for liﬁarty.35 They relished the ides of having he-
yond the seas & brother people, noble end ¢ourageous, whom
they loved so well and knew so little,37 , |

M. Gerard, one of the secrateries of the Foreipn Of~
fiee, sailed from Taulon with the French fleet under the com-
mand of Count D, Estaing and resched Delaware in early June,
His ordsrs steted thet his principsl object was the meinten-
ance and consolidetlion of Ameriecsn independence. He waﬁ di-
rected to work against eny separste pesce, &nd toward unl-
ficetion of the thirtesn aeianiea.Be

Yergennes, before signing the Americen treaty, hsd sent
messengers to Madrid urging the king to deslere wer on Eng-
land and recognigze the independence of America, Spain was

35ven Tyne, gp. oit., p. 226,

36pay, Bpirit ipn Prénce gnd Americs,
p. 105,

3Ta11en, op. cit., p. 186,

33Fay* Revolutionery Spirit in France and Americs,
p. 109, '
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“powilling since she hed & new ministry snd 4id not wish to
encourage revolution in America. In 1779 she declared war
on England, but not 88 &n ally of the United States. This
action aided Americe very little except for the threst Eng-
land sew in the Spenish fleet.3?

4 difference of opinlon now srose in Congress which
created & group who were destined later to attract & large
followlng in the United States. Besumarchels was‘beu@ﬁing
insistent that Qongress pay him for the supplies he had been
furnishing Americe, He hed Invested muech money of his own,
as well ag that of friends, in the shipments mede by Hor-
talez end Company. Most of the sales were made to & certain
"Mmothy Jones," whom everyone knew to be S5ilas Deane, In
spite of smell returns, the operations of Hortalez et (e
had steedily incressed. Congress wes somewhat perplexed
when Arthur Iee informed them that no psyment should be mede
because everything being furnisheé by Besumerchels was e
gift from the king of Frence, GQererd felt he must defend
the honor of the king, who would be guilty of duplicity if
ﬁaan&'a4statemsnt wes true. Oerard seemed %o be siding with
Degne, thus entagonizing the powerful lee family. Thomas
Paine sntered the controversy on the side of lse, Congress
d14 nothing and Besumerchsis wes ruined, Importsnce of this

difference was the suspicilon sroused ewong & powerful group

tion,

39Bernhardt Knollenberg, Weshington and the Revo:
p. 97.
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against France ¥0.

- @Gersard wes revlaced by the Count de lacerne who was
fat, myople, and & routinist., He hsd orders not to be over
zealous and succeeded in repeining some pert of the good will
of the Lees &nd their‘partiuana.ﬁl The French minister out-
wardly made no effort to concern himself with the sctions of
Congress, but he wished to keep himself well informed. To
aeééﬁblish this end he secretly employed Thomas Paine, who
had been dismissed from his place &s Secretery of Forelgn
Affairs becsuse of indiscretion., The French minister be-
lieved he had been partly responslble for Paine's loss end
asked him to continue his writing snd not attaek Prance.
Peine sgreed and while in his employ wrote The Orisis, which
he submitted to Imcerne for approvel before publication.

80 well plessed was the minister that he asked the grest
pamphleteer to write & history of the wer, but indolence
prevented the writer from ever dolng so, although he wes
peld one thousand dollers & yeer so long 28 lucerne wss in
America, This zssocietion seems significant ss Paine was
later to become one of the moving spirits of the French Revo-

lution. 2

g;ﬁaahn Bassett, A Bhort History of the United States,
p.l “ )
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CBAPTER IXI

EFFECTS OF THE AMERIOAN REVOLUTION IN FRANCE

Iafeyette hed left a young wife and a life of ease to
come to Americe sgainst the wishes of his fsther-in-law and
sovereign, Promised the renk of major general and & com-
mand, he hed scoepted without a murmur a position on Wash-
ington's staff where, because of his courege, xeal, and
obedlence, he was highly regarded. The young Frenchman was
made to be & hero, but it was enly in America thst he ful~
filled his destiny. At twenty he wss energstic, generous,
and filled with a patriotic feith, ¥He never came in sonflict
with Qongress, as did many of his countrymen and all Americs
praiaaé him, ¥p was received in the highest and weslthiest
eireles, a8 were his fellow officers, Interest was renewed
in the French language and customs by this dashing young
officer.t

long since, lafsyette's fame had aspread in France. He
was the hero of the young nobles. 8torles of him were
greatly exeggereted, but of ell the French nobles in Americe,
he was the most talked of in Franca.g

That he absorbed meny of the ldess of the land he was

fiﬁll@h, The French Revolution, p. 189,
2@eorge Morgan, The True lafsyetts, p. 216,
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fighting to fres is shown in 8 letter to one of his friends
shortly after his arrivsl in America, He wrote: “I,héve‘él*
ways considered & king to be more or less useless; from hence-
forth he will be & far sorrier flgure than ever b@farﬁ;?g
 Returning to France on Pebruasry 6, 1779, lafayette was
the men of the hour. Being 1n’tsahniaa1 disgrace, he wes
bidden to confine himself to the bounds of the Hotel de
Noailles, but thet wes the extent of his punishment. At the
and QfAtha w&ek he had been forgiven and wes gxentedran in-
terview;with the king, who asked him many questions end
complimented him on his echievements. Verses were composed
in his honor &nd he was presented with & sword by Frenklin's
grandsen, scting for Congress. ‘411 of the young nobles |
wished to become "Iafayettes.” In spite of all this atten-
tion the young hero remaineﬁ modest, unessumlng, and un-
tiringly devoted himself to securing marn‘aia for his
adopted country. Iafayette had a lerge part 1n convineing
the Court thst 1t‘was necessery to send ureapa ta America,
He hoped to commend them. Vergennes snd the Qourt listened
to him, but when they decided that & force Qf_six thousand
men should eross the sea to fight the English,;tbay chose &
distinguished vetersn of the Seven Years' War, Lieutenant-
Genersl Comte de Rochsmbesu, to commend, Accepting this
diseppointment with‘goed grace, lafayette received an ap-
pointment to go &head to confer with General Washington on

3aulard, The French Bevolution, I, 115.
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preparations for the errival of the troops. His arrivel in
Boston on April 28 waes hailed with grest rejolcing end it
is said thet there were tears in the eyes of the commender-
In-¢hief wh&n he greeted the young ?ranehman,a

Thus fer the French sllisnce had been of little direct
help to th& Americen genersl end his sorely pressed troops.
Really it hed baan of enormous indirect benefit., It hsd
neutralized &nd looked up much British energy. The French
government had also furnished Oongress with large sums of
money, end had sent & fleet under the direction of D'Esteing
which suffered & severe defeat st Savannsh,

On th&’t@nﬁh of July, Admiral Ternsy with seven ships-
of-the-line had srrived st Newport, bringing with him e
force of six thousand men comménded by Oount Rochsmbesu,
This army had been placed under Weshington's commend, and
wes well éqﬁipy@d, having such prominent officers &s the
Marquis de Chartellux and the Duke de Zauzan~ﬂdren.5

At the seme time Vergennes in France acted as sgent for
America in 8ll diplomatic scireles, It was at his insist-
ence that & gift of 10,000,000 livres snd & loan of 47,000,000

more were made to their ally‘S

YHonry Dwight Sedwick, Iafsyette, p. 115.
SIohn Fiske, The Americsn Revolution, p. 208,

5?@3, Egg‘ﬁevalutiagarx Spirit in France end America,
p. 120,
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In splte of the help they were pgetting, Congress began
to grow suspiclous of the intentions of France when Ver-
gennes inquired what psace terms Congress would went at the
clese of the war. In the debstes which followed, Adems de-
mended fishing rights st Newfoundlapd for New England, &
concession Frence wished to retain, Others demended navi-
gation privileges on the Mississippil River. The Minister
of Foreign Affairs had entertsined no thought of the States
being dissatisfied with their existing boundaries end head
little sympethy for any smbitions to expend., Many members
of Congress felt no sffection for ¥France st all, They
longed for & return to the commerciel relations with people
spegking the same toengue. These discussions csused some
coolness between Frence and Americe during the years of the
allisnce.”

During the wer the velue of Benjemin Frenklin's serv-
lces to America cannot be overestimsted, BHe was the first
of American diplomets, snd in the opinion of George Ban-
croft "the greatest diplomet of the century,” and certainly
the greetest ever to represent Am@riﬁa.s Frankiin's per-
sopelity and his stay in Paris were the source of most of
the visions snd hopes thet were the lmmedlate preparation
for the French Revolution., Without his presence in Paris

Tibid., p. 119.

8. Henry Smythe, Jr,, The Amezing Benjemin Frenklin,
p. 1.



43

from 1776 to 1783, Vergennes would have bsen powerless to
guide publie opinion. Certain menifestations werab@eﬁming
evident which Vergennes could not favor and the American
went much further in promoting and aiding these tendencies
than 1s ordinarily believed teﬁay.g

Chosen &s one of three commissioners to France, Frenklin
arrived in Paris in December, 1776, From the beginning he
wes the most sought after man in the country. 7o his house
came Turgot, former Minister of Finance; Buff@n, the natursal-~
1st; Cabanis, the physiclsn; D'Alembert end 12 Rochefoucauld,
Reynal, ﬁﬁﬁlﬁy,.and ethar leaders of French thonght. His
fece was to be seen on rings, snuff boxes, and pictures that
hung in show windows, 7:: he mede & joke it was soon known |
throughout Franaa‘la |

“?m the people he was the personification of the rights
of men."” He was honored in every way honor could be shown,
His immense populerity mede it possible for him to exert
greset influence on French thought during the critical period
of American history. These thoughts were not sbandoned when
the war closed in 1783, %o the high society of Peris and
Verssilles he wes the incarnation of Rousseau's "natural

men” with his plain clothes and manners,19

@h@ Revolutionary Spirit in grag$¢ and ﬁggriea,
— 1as~§a7

1050nn Bach McMesters, Benjemin Frenmklin, p. 221,
11;&1&.3 P 222,
12grgeng, Europe from the Renaisssnce to Waterloo, p., 645.
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Franklin took & house in Psssy, 8 few miles from Paris,
where he entertained few vislitors, installed a printing
press, and hed leisure for work. When he did entertain, it
was well done, but he contrived a% all times to appeaf
strange and foreign, which heightened the ocuriogity of those
who wished to see him, He succeeded 80 well 1n his purposs
that his memory lasted in France for half & century after
him., It wss thought that the three editions of the American
Constitutions, published in Peris between 1778 and 1783,
were issued through his efforts; that the Duc de Ls Roche-
foucauld hed trenslsted them at Pranklin's suggestion waes
definitely known. He put the Articles of Confederetion
into circulation the same way.13

The effect was sstonishing, Liberty, constitutions,
rights of msn, began to be heerd on every side., Boms found
feult with the Constitutions of New Jersey and North Caro-
lins for berring Romen Catholies from office, and @thars
thought Messachusetts was wrong in giving Hervard College
the right to bestow honoreary degrees, "which wes undemo-
cretic,” A few thought the laws snd usages of Englend had
been followed too closely by the Stetes, but the Mercure de
Frenee, which wea the populer voice of Frence, was loud In
1ts praises of the Constitutions,l?

13pay, Revolutionsry Spirit in Frence and Americs,
pp. 149-150, - .

Yigomastors, op. git., p. 224,
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During the dark period while France was stlll undecided
whether the eolonies might succeed, Franklin's wit and con-
fidence served hie country well. An exsmple of his deft-
ness in discounting misfortunes at home 1» illustrated by
his reply to the Englishman who opened a conversetion with,
"Well, Doctor, Howe has taken Philedelphia.” "I beg your
pardon,” Franklin replied, "Philadelphia hes taken Howe, "15

- Much of Franklin's energy went into e kind of props-
gande which compsred the sins of the British with virtues
of his own country. Of course, one great objeet of this
propagende wes to secure loans, but it was elso important
to secure definite recognition from the PFrench government.
Although Vergennee was sympathetie, and was willing to se-
cretly aid Americae, recognition had to wait until after Bur-
goyne's surrender in the last deys of 17.77.16

In addition to his other smotivities, Franklin become
the center of the Massonlc movement in Paris. Before lesving
Americe he had been Grond Master of the lodge at Philedel-
phie, All through the country at this time secret socletiles
were being forméd directly or indireectly under the influence
of Freemesonry, When Frenklin arrived in Paeris he had found
the difficult situetion of & people enthusisstic towsrd his

ecountry, but who wanted to avoid ﬁar. This state of affairs

1550hn Stevens Cabot Abbott, Benjsmin Franklin, p. 332.

16gverts Green, The Foundations of Americen Nationality,
p. 488,
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seemed hopeless, but Prench aid must be secured or the
Americen cause wss lost. Franklin, efter eurveying the
ground, thought he sew & way. Preemesonry was the meens to
secomplish his purpose,i7

French Freemssonry had just been reorgenized end a very
influential and hold new lodge had just come into being.
This lodge of the Nine Bisters had become the 1ﬂtelle§tua1
center of Preemesonry, Helvetins, the banker-philosopher,
end lalende, the femous astronomer, were the orgenizers,
After the death of Helvetins, his widow continued to sponsor
the lodge in & “"motherly wey." Frenklin wisely settled near
her et Pessy and won her fevor so completely that she could
not get slong without him from 1777 to 1785, He was soon
admitted to the lodge of the Nine Sisters and wes elected
Mester and served in that caepacity the two terms from 1779
to 1781, This orgenization was & channel through which he
launched his "bold, systemetic, end careful propegenda" to
meke the American revolution populer and fsshionable in
Frence. The lodge was filled with praﬁineat philosophers,
artists, priests, end poets. They helped him to coln mottoes
end slogens &nd to spresd them nation-wide to 1nf1uancé pub-~
lie opinien.la .

The "insurgents were already well known but they were

mede universally populsr by clever plhrases and pietarésqua

17Bernara Pay, Revolution snd Freemasonry, p. 254.
181p14., p. 255.
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déaeriptians_mﬂthrwhieh Franklin's propegenda endowed them,"
From one end of France to the other Masonic lodpes glorified
American freedom, th@kwar of independence, the venershle
Frenklin, Americen &nd Meson, Masonile brethren drew,
painted, apaké,.and wrote for him cartoons, pictures, and
tepestries in preise of Ameriea. A1l through the country
symbols of Americen independence were mingled with those of
Maaonry.lg

The most clever trick precticed by the "sage of Phila-
delphia” wes the cereful evoidesnce of teking part in polit-
ical 1life. He teak'as little edventage s possible of his
diplomatic privileges, but played the pert of & man of sei-
ence &nd & brother Meson., "His whole behayior had a religious
touch.” He labored dey after dey for Americs, and Mesonry
alone ensbled him to succeed., The members of the Creft se-
cured his recognition by the Prench government as Minister
from the United States and leter forced France to enter the
war on the side of Americe,20

Frenklin, through Mesonry, wes enabled to exert en in-
tellectusl influence throughout Europs, Admiration for
America, which he fostered, was indirectly & criticism of
most of the gavernmahts ebroad, Until the Americen revolt,
&ll revolutions had bsen looked upon &8 orimes ageinst the

government and soclely; henceforth they were to be regarded

191p1d., p. 257. 201p1d,, p, 258,
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as steps in the progress of the world. "Revolution sgsinst
tyrenny is the most sacred of dutles” heceme & generglly
sccepted slogen. It weep &8 popular saying during the French
Revolution, but 1t waes of American origin and beceme popular
through the propsganda of the "sage of Fhiiadelphia.“al

The American smbessedor, as & member of the lodge of
the Hine Sisters, had won the high nobility. The mewmber-
ship of this lodge ineluded nobles from ten of the lesding
families of Frence., Through the power of this group, he
won the masses and with the aid of publie opinion wes able
to receive Pavorasble considerstlion from the king.gz

It i doubtful whether Franklin reslized the far~
resching effects of his efforts to gein support. MHe ad-
mired France and never consciously saw the tremendous wrongs
which soon denosed louls x¥1.23 The participation of the
aristooracy in the propegetion of ideas simed &t thelr own
destruction meems strenge, but the nobles of the French
Court never enviseged the end in which their ectivities re-
aalted*gk

The Musee de Paris, & sort of free-thinking university
where the publie wss offered & higher education that wes

modern and scientific, wes founded by the Lodge of the Nine

21; bid., p. 261, 2"?«1&&,'
23apbott, Benjemin Pranklin, p. 334.
Eaxbid&: P 266"’
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Sisters. Branches of this institutlion were founded through-
out Frence snd 211 were loyel to the United States. Another
aseociate orgenizetion was the "Society of the Friends of the
Bimscks," whose leeding spirit wes Brissot,2D

For the period from 1778 to 1780 Freemesonry spread
1£s influence throughout the country snd the Lodge of the
Nine Sisters wes the source of most of the ldeas and theories
preached in these lodges. Although outwardly sssuming e
respectful ettitude towsrd esteblished euthority, indirectly
they were critical ss in the cese where they praised Vol-
taire and accepted him for membership when he was in roysl
aisravor .26

The doctrine of equality, as practiced in the lodges,
was especially popular with the rank and file of the Freﬁeh
ermy. In 1789 there were twenty-five military lodges in
Prance end many of the soldlers helonged to others, fThis
spirit of equality was destructive to discipline and mey ex-
rlein in part the inability of French offisers to command
their troops in the earlier days of the French Revolution.27

In summing up the influence of Franklin and Freemasonry
during his stey in Paris, 1t should he made cleer that
Preemesonry did not mske the revolution, but prepared and
achleved 1t, Once the revolution started, Masonry tended

25pay, The Revolutionary Spirit in Frence end Americs,
P. 294, '

26pey, Revolution and Freemssonry, p. 263.
27louls Medelin, The French Revolution, p. 28,
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to dissppear, This fact has csused many historisns, such
as Ieo 5arsh0y,28'ﬁo‘st&te that Freemssonry had nothing to
do with the revolution, This is an error. The OCatholic
Church, without engaging in politics, hes always played en
important pert in nationsl affelrs. This institution has
alweys tried to preserve tredition and consequently to im-
nregs people with the need of opposing chsnge. Freemesonry
similarly, but with & completely different elm, wanted to
prepére & new ere of heppiness, Thig instltution, looking
at the future, wes forced to sccept chenge and revolution
hed heen the usuel method of effecting change during the
past two centuries. Masonry hed slweys preferred men like
Frenklin to lead 1ts casmpeigna, Bo Frence wes influenced
by Masonry, which in turn wos dominsted by Prenklin from
1776 to 1785.29

By 1782 & movement as yet obscure and without purnose
was developing; a8ll of those who hed united and worked
ageinst England and had succeeded in breaking down her
domination in the new world and on the seas, all who had
been drawn together by great ldess, and had read the Declara-~
tion of Independence with such enthusiasm, found themselves
carpied further than they had anticipated. Vergennes wished
to turn hls sttention to internal reforms which, while tak-

ing into @ccount the new spirit, would respect the ancient

28100 tlershoy, The French Revelution, p. 4.
29Fay, Revolution and Freemssonry, p. 31%.
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dogmes of government and religion. The disciples of Frank-
1in wished to bring to full realizetion in Prance the
theories of government whioh had reeched fulfillment in
America, They reslized & new nation had been eéreated by
the sssistance of France end refused to believe thet reform
in FPrance must be limited to & mere raadjuazmant.Ba

America snd Frence hsd been & stimulant to eech other
during the wer years, and though their relations were to
grow cooler after the Treaty of 1783, en "intellectus) and
sentimental” movement hed been put in motion whose strength
was to be felt throughout Europe,3l

539Fay, The Revolutionary Spirit in France and Americs,
P 1 ‘,24, )

311pia., p. 163,



CHAPTER IV

AMERICAR INFLUEN

CE IN FRANCE, 1783-1789

Viewed from alwmost eny engle, the intervention of
Frence in the Americen War of Independence i1s & potable his-
torical occurrence. The Americens could probebly not have
echieved complete independence et this time without French
a1d,1 That the head of one of the most absolute monarchies
was Pinglly preveiled upon to teke up arms in behalf of &
people fighting for independence is cne of the "most singu-
lar freaks in histary.”2

In 1783 Greet Britein had been compelled to acknowledge
the independence of the United States, 411 of Europe beheld
the spectecle of & people who had asserted netursl rights
end overthrown & government that displeased them. 4 pro-
found impresslion was mede upon the people of Franaa‘3

True, Vergennes wes indignant when he learned that the
animosity of Jay and his supporters had resulted in & sepa-
rate peece which was contrary to the alliance, However, no
public indiceation of his feelings esceped the French Minis-
ter of Foreign Affeirs end while he mentioned Americe less

1a11en, The Prenmch Revolution, I, 200,  2Ibid., p. 186.
3gaward Reymond Turner, Europe Since 1789, p. 42,
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frequently, he uttered no word of censure, although he was
‘responsible for the cutting off of Paine's pension end the
discontinuance of salarles to certain members of aangresu.h

His countrymen had no such feelings, for they were
stirred with pride in the part they had in the liberation
of the United States. The spectacle of a people endowed
a8 they supposed with all of the natural virtues, who had
with grest heroism successfully struggled sgeinst tyrenny
and oppression, thrilled French society who were discontented
with their own 1@%.5 French philosophers saw the American
government s 8 natursl and raﬁianal one., They praised it
as & Utoplan state and watched it with anmioﬁa enthusissnm,
ready at 21l times to give American statesmen their advice.b

& mighty influence to democratic idess wes derived from
sssisting the Americens, The Frenchmen who came to their
g1d observed smong them equality and general well-being, due
chisfly, it 1s true, to the nsture and resources of the
gountry, but none the less striking. The.Amariéana in their
‘Peclsretion of Independence spoke the langusge of ﬁﬁﬁtract
philosophy perfectly understandeble to the ?r@nehiTk

The Americans had put into practice theories whioh hed

Ypay, The Revolutionsry Spirit lp Frence and Ameriocs,
p. 173.

5&11@n,,gn, git., ». 200.
Spay, Revolution snd Freemssonry, p. 277.
Toembridge Modern History, VIII, 92.
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been discussed thoroughly in French drewing rooms for twb‘
hundred yesrs but hed scarcely been whispered in publia;
To the imaginative French, America appeared to be & coun--
try of heroes and philosophers as well as natural men at
their best, not debased by oivilization.®

Thus France, while still en absolute monerchy; under-
took a wer of political rights., Poor louls was dragged in
agoinst his will, He was no redical, end change to him
meant harm end Bis instincts were right as far as he per-
sonally was concerned, Young Frenchmen who had entered the
war in & spirit of sdventure returned shouting "liberty®
and "equelity." Voltaire, Rousssau, and Montesquieu were
more widely vesd than ever before, Officers back from their
suecess &t Yorktown were loud in their praises of republican
manners snd of the respect shown viriuous women , ?

It is en acknowledged fact that meny officers returned
filled with subversive idess and filled with enthusiasm for
the new country.l® They felt that they had seen in prsctice
in thet country that which they could only read of st home,
"America hed established & constitution without eny danger-

ous convulsion.” fThey &sw no reason why Frande could not do

EM&: :ﬂ. 92#
gzﬁward J. Iowell, The Eve of the

1gFay, The Revolutionsry Spirit in Frence and Americs,
p. 178,
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likemiaa.ll Mozt of the French officers had baan 1mprea$ed
with th@ iden of & government r&ating on the assent of the
people while those volunteers who hed gone before 1778 were
highly eritical of avarything,ﬁmgrieﬂn,lg but these last
mentioned officers were only & small minority and their
sneers were lost in the voice of the multitude, |
"Roochasmbeauts off'icers hed depavﬁaé Frenchmen and re-~
turnaé Amsricans,”13 They hed sought aniy verils and glory;
thay braught back systems and peatriotie enthuaiasms.k FTheir
coats were covered with republicsn decorations end they had
suffered wounds in the cause of liberty,
ﬁadiety»affeeted,ﬁm@rieaa idees end the notion took root
thet a ﬁepub1ze,waa.the 1desl form of govarnmant.lnl
Iafayette instolled in his house in Peris in 1783 &
lerge copy of the American Decleration of Rights with & va-
cent spot beside it ewaiting the Declaration of the Rights
of Prence, &snd mede use both in spesking snd writing of the
phrese “we rapubliaann¢"15
he influence these returning veterans, members of the

noblest families of Frence, exerted on Frenuh,thaught wes

’»:a;«idﬂx~g@§gm* g&aﬁarx, YIII, 93.

lawurwer, ops ¢it., p. 93.

13Raymond Phinees Steerns, Pegeent of Europe, p. 383.
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well expressed by Mademe Campon:

Our Youth flew to the wars waged in the new world

for liverty and sgeinst the rights of thrones, Lib-

Zﬁé’%ﬁﬁﬁ;ﬁ%‘ﬁ%ﬁ‘ﬁﬁiﬁiﬁ”ﬁzia2’“2?”’%3;;‘;23?;22?%

The French officers seéw in Washington all the bast fes-
tures of the great gensrals of history, Phe Chevalier de
Ohsstellux, who served under Rochambeau, was §‘member of the
French Acadeny, éhampioﬁ of the ides of progress, snd & Ma-
son. He had been the reel spiritusl leader of the ﬁxpediQ
tion end during his etey in America had talked with Jeffer-
son on the aubgaeﬁa of liberty and religion. He also mede
1t a point to visit all of the more interesting pleces in
his vicinity while there snd on his return published an ec-
aau#t of the United States es it was in 178047

The group who had been most favorably impressed with
the young nation were the priests who eccompenied the ermy,
the most noteworthy of whom was ébbalaabin, @ charter mem-
ber of the zadgevaf the Hine Sisters. His book, HNouvesn
Yoysge, was published in 1792 and wes sn expression of the
enthusissm which the expeditionary force felt for Americe.
Robin hed bheen &ttéab@d to Rochambesau's army BB ehaplain
on Frenklin's recommendation, énﬁ had followed perticulerly
the Vicomte de ﬁmailles‘and his regiment. While his journal

6hlsﬂrgang, Burope from the Renaissence to Waterloo,
p. G45.
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left much to be desired in the matter of sgeuracy, 1t gained
mch sympathy~émong its readers for Americsn principles, a
Another priezt, Abbe Bandole, hsd praaah&a before Congress
in hona? of the surrender at ?mrktawn.la

When news of the prapaaea Society of Oincinatti rea¢hed
France in 1874, Frenklin was indignant snd peranaded the
young Count de Mirabosu to write s pamphlet attadking i,
&iehaugh the 1dee was shandoned in Americe shortly there-
értarjfﬁiﬁahmau*s assault 1is interesting in that it repre-
sented willingness of one of the privileged classes to at-
tack the principle af‘h&r&dity'whiah was the foundation of
8ll privete and puhlié 1ife under the Bourben monarchy.
Mirsbesu's work merked the beginning of & campsign intended
t0 influence French public owinion., It was an indirect at-
tack on the government of Frence,l9

S0 strongly did the public fawvor American principles
during tm1$ pari¢d'that Arthur Young was moved to write,
“The &mﬁﬁiean Revolution has laid the foundstion for another
in France if the government does not take care of 1tselr, 20

B8imilar sentiments were also sxpressed on the stage.
In the pley la Vellie de Shanspdosh in Virginie e colonist
welcomed the Ifmmigrants wha fled oppression in Europe, and

1B1p1da., pp. 177-178,
19ay, Revolution end Freemesopry, pp. 280-284,
QQarthnr Young, Trevels in France, p. 81.
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also treated his slaves as friends, Then the entire ocast
ssng,

Here there relgns equality,

Here msn to man is brother

And in this land reigne no fsalse pride

Adored in every other,2l

The most influential molder of publie epinian durling
the yearsal?83¢1789 among the writers was probably Jeen
Plerre Briésat. He was one of the moSt &aring writers and
forerunners of the revolution. Brissot, from his earliest
youth, had serious tastes and high ideals. He was well ac-
quainted with Franklin and also wae & member éf'the lodge of
Nine Sisters., He was the 1eading'apirit in the argshigatiaﬂ
of the Friends of the Blscks snd the Gsllo-Amsrican 3ociety.
The latter was orgenized to spreed republican ideas through-~
out France. Both of these socleties were offshoots of the
Iodge of the Nine Sisters,>?

Becoming indignent over the tone of mockery towasrd Ne-
gro slaves used by Merquis de Chestellux in his lp Voysge,
Brissot wrote a rebuttel in which he defended the blacks as
humen beings. BHe also proclaimed the theory that all men,
free or slave, ere endowed by neture with equal dignity.
With this srgument he geined & large following emong the

nasses -23
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Allying himself closely with 811 those desiring reform,
he engsged in & cempaign to correct wrong impreassions con-
cerning the United States, and drew attention to the trade
sdvantages France could gein from close friendship with
America 2t |

In 1788 he went to the new country ostensibly on & dip-
lometic mission, but rsally to extend membership in his “so-
aleties” to Americans, HNe founded seversl and had talks
with Washingﬁan. He returned home only when he saw in the
newspapers that the Estates Genersl wes soon to convens,<>

Brissot brénght heek powerful weapons for the revolution.
While in America he had mede & study of revolution, He hed
feith and & concise ides of what he wished to sccomplish,

He could spesk to middle classes in a'languagﬁ they could
understand, end so gained the support of the most sotive
group in attacking the root of the problem of reform in
?ranaa.zé

The strongest advocete of Americen ideals in the years
following the close of the Amerlcan revolt and preceding
the French Revolution wes lsfaeyette. This young gallant
had generously devoted his energy and resources to the
American gesuse at & time when the king was still wavering,
He hed commaended s company of "insurgenits” and had played
& prominent pErt in thelr vietary. In return the United

EH‘M': . 23’3‘ 251 bé:dop po 242";
261p14.
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States hed adopted him &z a citizen and Washington loved
him as &;aan; . |

lafayette returned home full of & burning desire and
thoughts of & liberty which transplanted to Prance would
produce in that country the idesl state he so ardently de-
gired, BRis own idealism 13 even less purprising then the
populerity 1t excited etthe court,®! He shared honors with
Franklin as the best-lknown men in Europe, 21l of which ceme
to know him either sctuslly or by reputetion. He traveled
wildely outside of his own country, alweys weering the uni-
form of & Major-@eneral of the Republican Army of the United
Stetes, He lost no opportunity to declslm the praises of
Washington and of his adopted aauntryaza

Back home egein, he filled his salons with American
visitors, His entire time wes devoted to American interests
and Masonic activities,<?

Everyone saw in Igfayotte the spokesman for the 1ldess
that were considered Americen; &s the suppression of slavery,
liberty of the press, and perlismentary government, Grad-
ually 811 of his compenions grouped themselves sround him in

& party known to other members of the court &=z "Americans, "30

2T8tesrns, op. gggg, p. 384,
28prena whitlock, lafayette, I, 295.
agﬁay, Revolution snd Fresmsgonry, p. 288.

3Opay, The Revolutlonsry Spirit in France snpd Americe,
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Iﬁfayatté did not foresee mor wish the chenges made by
the violence by which they were finally eccomplished, but
in & small way he did what he could to put some of his prin-
¢iples into prasctice. JIn 1785 he hed bought & plentation in
*french Guines," where he put into effect a progrem of grad-
udl emancipation for his Negro slaves. Before giving them
their liberty, he insisted thet they know the fundementals
of religion &nd morality, end & Catholic priest was engeged
to instruct slaves in these matters.

Washington, Qhaﬁ he learned of the Marquis' generous
action, commended him in a letter in which he also expressed
doubt thset a'ﬁimiiar course of actlon wes advisable in Ameri-
ce st that time,31

Farauaﬂiﬁg.ﬁﬁé colonies to creste & gommission in 1786
to exemine mercantile relations between the United States
and Frence, lafayette was responsible for the free entry of
meny American produsts into Frence, In appreciation of
his efforts on their behalf, the inhsbitants of Nantucket
sent him an enormous cheese welghing five hundred pounds
which was made from the milk of their cows for a twenty-
four-hour geriad;Ba

He had as his constant guest Thomss Jefferson, who hed

3lynitiock, op, git., I, 296.
321p1d., p. 297,
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- succeeded Franklin as ambaassador and was of much assiataéza
to him, secording to & letter written by the sage of E@ﬁhié
eello to Medison in 1786,33

Yet the Crown was susplcious of lafayette's politiesl
ideas. When the first list wes being mede for the Assembly
of Botahles, his neme was struck off "on sccount of the wild
“potions he had brought back from America.,” Intarcasaiaﬁ’by
his friends caused this omission to be corrected, It was
the Marquis st this meeting, Pebruary 21, 1787, who sug-
gested that roysl gﬁm& preserves be suppressed and transec-
tions showing the fraudulent transfer of certain royal do-
mains be recorded. By this action he antegonized meny mem-
bers of the court, perticularly the Count d'Artols, At e
later meeting shortly after the Easter holidays lafayette
made a motion requesting the king to call into session the
Estates-feneral and on May 23 astonlshed the meeting by mov-
ing that the king he petitioned to end the proscription
against Protestants. At the conclusion of the gssembly
lafayette was the most popular man in France, btut to the
Qourt, s Brienne remerked in the council of ministers, "He
is the most dengerous man of them a11, "3%

This opinion gained credence some two years lster when
on July xlvlarayatte spoke to the assembly end laid before

33Andrew Lipscomb, The Writ
vI, 69.

ags of Thomes Jefferson,
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them his Declarstion of the Rights of Men, which he hed

discussed with Jefferson end whieh conformed in many'rb*'

sgaeta to the principles of "the Americsn ers.” This Dec-
Jaretion wss printed and wﬁé&ly ¢irculated end becams the
basls for the decleration finally ﬁéﬂpﬁéd.gﬁ‘ It is still
%aiiev&dvin some quarters that Jefferson was the author of
the finel dreft of the Decldration read by lafayette before
the ﬁatianal'aaasmhly,36

There is some dissgreement among historisns as to the
influence exerted by Jefferson in his nearly five years in
Peris, BSome Sssert that he concerned himself only with
his diplometie duties, carefully evolding any ection which
might be construed as unbecoming to a minister representing
& forelpn eanntry,37

ﬁarﬁarﬁ»ﬁay takes a8 contrary view of Jefferson end be-

lieves thet he wes one of the advisers and directors of the
lafayette group which met ﬂ@ﬁkly in the Marquis' hotel in
?aris.Bﬁ o , 1

They recognized him aa]ane of themselves and liked him,
He in turn was as intaraataq in the reform of Prance as if

he had been & Frenchmen. ,Eﬂ went daily to Versailles to

35wnitlcek, lafayette, . 326,
36wooaward, lafayette,
3Twillson, Am}

p. 205,

[to Frence, p. 36,

38Fay, The Revolutionary Spirit in France asnd Americe,
pl‘? 2&8. .
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‘attend the debates of the National Assembly. Ilafayette and
others asked his suggestions, The Archbishop of Bordeaux,
&g head of & committee of the Nationsl Assembly, cherged to
draft the project of a constitution, invited him to attend
and sssist at thelir deliberations. This he declined to do
but leter in privete conference he advised them to securs a
charter signed by the king.39

Jefferson was a close observer of trends in public
opinion in France and wrote Madison that 2&@’F»am@h radicals
regerded Americe &s & model for thelr imitetion end added,
"gur suthority is trested as that of the bibls, open to
explenation, Wt not to gusstian."ag

Buch on the whole waﬁa.$m@rican influences in France
on the eve of the French Revolution, Isfayette and Brissot
had gathered sbout thémselvea a nucleus comprlsed of the
higher clesges who regarded lafayette as their leader while
Brissot occupled a8 similar position in relation to the
masges,

In Prance by 1788 there were alrveady 2 strong group who
believed in the sovereignty of the people, and who considered
men endowed with certain inaliensble rights such 8s happiness,
property, and the liberty of thought and conscience, 'l

39john . Morse, Jr., Thomes Jefferson, p. T7.
!&%11333; QQ& Mﬁ: ',9& 35¢

;‘%mr, The Revolutionary Spirit in France #nd Americs,
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- lafeyette, Brissot, Condorcet, eand Turgot and their
friends had sgreed on these principles without being con-
sclously republicens, They hed rejected the very spirit of
monerchy snd its doctrines, They tolersted it as an éxistu
ing condition end dld not dream of asttacking 1t directly
for their sim wss to breek down eristocracy and the Catholic
Church anﬁ‘taka possession of their sociel prestige and
spirituel power. These eims reveel the extent to whiech the
people hed been influenced by the example of the United
Btates. It was Amerioce which hed drewn the eyes of the world
to & sovereign people. It wae Americea which hed wakensd
enthusiasm and feith and brought the world to see the vslue
of fraternity., It wes the exsmple of the United States that

drove them to astian;ag

%21p1d., p. 250.



CHAPTER V

THE IMPORTANCE OF AMERICAN INFLUENCE
| FRANOE, 1789-1792

Had France been less generous in the matter of zid to
America, the Revolutlion might heve basen averted or et least
postponed,  The American war had added et lesst 1,200,000,000
livres to the burden under which the royal government was
staggering, and without any definite advantage to France 1

Necker, Minister of Pinance, had raissd this money by
floating loana, He had not increased tsxes but had mis-
represented the state of French finances to the people,

When c¢redlt was exhsusted by this meens, new taxes becsme
the only solution., The people could not understaznd why new
texes should be necessary during pesce time when they had
remained the same throughout the war, ’

Calonne, who succeeded Necker in 1783, did little to
improve the financisl stetus of the netion. HEis policy wes
to eppesr prosperous by spending money, In & very short
while he had completely asvailed himself and the country of
every source of credit., It wss he who advised the king to
cell the assembly of notables fo discuss the situation. The

nobles were not interested &nd only contributed the suggestion

1ailen, The French Revolution, I, 201,
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that Calonne be dlsmissed. This advice Louis followed end
Necker w@s recalled. His first suggestion wes that the
Estetes~0enersl be eanvenaﬁeg

It was the Estates-General which gsve the Third Estate
an opportunity to bring its griqvana@a,out in the ep@niB

At Versailles on May 5, 1789, the king formelly opened
the first Estates-General called since 1614, Necker spoke
at length on the deficit but said very little sbout constitu~
tianﬁ%*%ﬁfarm.“

The convention soon resolved itself into two groups,
The first wes composed of the nebility and the alergy who
d1d not know exactly whet they wented and were desirous on
the whole of keeping things es they were. Meny of these
people, a8 well as the king, reslized that there wers &
great meny things wrong with France but they hed no definite
program. The other side wes & determined group who, in spite
of confusion in their rénks, wished to achieve a new ordar.5

The aristocracy, whose idealism hsd promoted the popu-
larity of Americen principles, now saw the messes repre-
sented by the Third Estate who interpreted these same ideas

in ways they had never dreamed of. The work of Vergennes,

Renalsssnce to Waterloo,

" 2grgang, Enragg from the
p. 052, .

31pia., p. 646,
%¢rane Brinton, 4 Decede of Revelution, p. 2.
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Franklin, Iafayette, and other sdvocstes of the "Americen"
movement had converted populsr opinion to & point where it
kaxae&daﬁ their expeetatians,a

In the first group lafayetite aspired to the seme lead-
ership in his own ocountry that his friend Weshington hed
gainéd 1n Americe, but when confronted with choosing be-
tween his cless and the patriots, he hesiteted. To his con-
temporaries he soon bhecame & "men of stresw." He seemed to
be slways reilawing advice, He had no clear idea of his
palitiaalkgaal and at times seemed as lacking in power of
decision &s Iouis himself.7

Jefferson had repeatedly urged lafasyette and his circle
of friends to form & "bloe" with the people and the king
egeinst the privileged classes, but the Marguls could not
bring himself to accept this séviea.a Throughout these
troublesome days lafeyette wes to be seen wesring the Auweri-
_ean uniform daaerstad with an emblem representing the tree
of liberty plented above & crown and & broken aueptra¢9

The xstataawaaneral was uneble to agree end six woeks
later, on June 17, the Third Estete took the bold step of
declaring themselves the Nationel Asgembly, since they

6pay, The Revolutionsry Spirit in Frence snd Americe,
p. 255, ,,

7Br1nton, op. git., p. 13.

2Fay, The Revolutionsry Spirit in France end imerics,
p. 256, '

9&u1ard, The French Revolutlon, I, 1165,
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represented nesrly the whole of the French people.i? on
June 20, engered by the action of the king in c¢losing ﬁheir
meeting plece, they asdjourned to 8 neerby tennis court,
promising eech other they would not adjourn until they had
mede & constitution for Frence. They now considered them-
selves a3 & Rationsl Constituent Assembly and disregerded
the rights of the Pirst and Second Estates, end dld not wait
for the ssnction of the king.ll

The king sew no alternstive to recognizing the new in-
stitution, so on June 27 the nobles and clergy were com-
mended to jJoin the deputies in the Netionel Assembly. On
July 14 the Bastille fell, In October & mob, composed largely
of women, mérched to Versailles and foreced the roysl fesmily
to return with them, In the country the peasentry took up \
arms, stormed the castles and destroyed the remnants of feu-
delism in most districts., Everywhere chasos reigned,

Twenty-three srticles of the "Declaratlon of the Rights
of Man and the Citizen" were sccepted by the Assembly on
August 27. There is proof that this document was sug- )
gested and influenced by the examplea of Amariaa;lg In \///
Frence in 1789, it wes clearly ﬁaeagniseﬁ that they were
following an dmerican tredition in bringing sbout the ac-
ceptance of & Declaration of Rights, The theories set forth

uéégélbart Hyme, Europe from the Fensissance to 1815,
P, ¥ .

1lpey, The Revolutionary Spirit in France &nd Americs,
pi 276« ’ :
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were not new to France, but it had been Americs whieh had
first made vraectical use of them. The lesders, swaying the
decision of the Assembly, were influenced by Nosilles and
12 Rochefouctuld, who were thoroughly under the influence
of the Amerlcan exsmple. Noesilles had been with Iafayette
in Americe while I8 Rochefouesuld had grown up in & oirele
which hed sdered everything American,i3

In the letter months of 1789 lafeyette seemed to loom
a8 & considerable moral force in Prance. He hed some jus-
tification for thinking his fondest wish, that of democreacy,
was shout to be realiged. He wished to remein &t the head
of the revolutionery movement snd devoted haurs_every:day to
cultiveting his popularity, but he wes neither a great or-
génizer nor & gifted orator. His conception of & revolu-
tion wes that it would be & suceession of reclyprocel conces-
sions, To the new groups who had formed and were esger for
sction, thie ideslism of lsfayetlte seemed eilly and futlile.
when the altruistic and enthusiastie tone of the Marguis is
compared to the hershness of Brissot end Msdsme Rolend, it
is not difficult to see why he could not long remein the
leader of this movement iV

Bnthusiesm for America had been & bond between the young
nobles and members of the Third Estate eerly in 1789, wut
the discussions at the Assembly end the necessity for egreeing

1n@eorgﬁ Morgen, The True lafsyette, p. 258,
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on & definite progrem brought shout & complete rift be-
tween them., 1In the course of these quarrels the nobles al-
lowed the edvantege of their prestige to slip ewey from them,
Little by little their American laurels were fading, Ameri-
¢an theories seemed mere talk to the more redical element,d

During the two years 1789 snd 1790 newspepers and
pamphlets were constently discussing the favorable side of
the Americen government, Journels 2ll over France spoke of
1t, Mirsbesu's Qourrier de Provence and Brissot's Patriote
Francels mede mention of Americens in every 1aaua.16

The question of the division of the legislature crested
e wide breach between the redicels and the conservetive
monarchisl group, The conservetives desired two houses and
cited America as an exsmple. The "Patriots," remembering
Frankiin's oft-repested &ssertion that & single body was
the true demoocratic ideal, sdopted his opinion sz & moral
principla'anﬁ & proof of confidence in the people.

The monarchists then turned to the example of the Eng-
1ish government in defense of thelr argument, and some =0
belittled the American Constitution thet by so doing their
leaders lost much of‘zheir influence with the convention,
lafayette in this insteénce remsined silent and escaped for
the time being the suayieian with which he was later regsrded

éﬁray, The Revolutionary Spirit in Frence and America,
p. 278,
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by the revolutionists,l7 |

When the conservstives could find any American exemple
supporting sristocratic beliefs, they immedistely mede use
of 1t, end the failure of the United Btates to grant univer-

88l suffrege &nd the limitetions plsced on the president
were given wide circulstion in their pepers. Iletters were
published purported to have been written by Weshington, in
which he disepproved of the course téken by the French in
the formation of their aonstitut;un.

Authentic letters by Frenklin were printed in which he
expressed regret at the "slerming news from Frence."

The ambition of lafayette wes unfavorsbly contrasted
by the democrets with the modesty of Washington, asnd the
aristocrats soon found 1t dangerous to do anything to in-
cresse the g¥@%tige of Americe, which slways rescted to
their own disadventage, 8 '

The religious status of the country across the seas
csused the pastriots to examine the fetholic Church and its
position in France &nd in the nstion's political affairs
with eriticsl eyes., The fact that the Awericens hed been
able to bulld up & strong religious spirit without state
recognition of any rellglon sttracted favor among tham.lg'

17grinton, op. git., p. 18.

Blaf'ey, The ptionary Spirit in Frence and Americs,
p. 283, ‘

198rinton, op. eit., p. 12.
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While lafayette, through loyalty to the church, remsined
silent on this lssue, Brissot dared in his writings to por-
tray the Americen c¢lergy as worthy and "well behaved" be~
cause of their natural mode of life, as contrasted with the
Prench priests, who led en "artificiel snd immorsl exlst-
ence, 20

The death of Frsnklin in 1790 allowed the lesaders of
the French to deify him 88 & seint. As lopg 28 he remsinesd
allive there wes some fear that he might express some opin-
ion contradioting them, but now all groups could make full
use of the "Franklin legend" to prove thelr beliers,t

The Assembly went into mourning for thirteen days end
. Mirabesu stated from the rostrum:

The sclences owe Franklin thelr tears, but it ls
liverty, it is the ¥French people who should mourn
~him most deeply; the liberty that we enjoy he alded
us to attain, &nd the sperks of his genius glow in

the constitution that is our boast, He went to the

grave gently with the thought that ILiberty spresding

everywhere was destined to better menkind, rgg it was
with the betterment of man he was concerned.c

The commune of Paris, not to be outdone, on July 21,
1790, held a great funersl ceremony in memory of the'“aaga
of Philadelphie”; and the Abbe Peuchet, cheplain to the
king and one of the most prominent lsaders of the revolu-

tionery clergy, praised Franklin in one of the most smazing

20pay, The lutionar

p. 285, """‘"
2lyp1d., p. 287. 221p14d.
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orations of his time. In this discourse he praised him as
" the founder of American liberty, and gsve him credit for
the freedom attained by France. ¥s set forth the glory of
the American philosopher in his role of "friend to humanity,
1iberetor of America, end one of the foremost builders of
our sscred constitution.” The liberty of Frénce was com-
pered with that of the United 3tates, and in ending Fauchet
declared that his dead friend would be remembered as the man
who united "ngture end 3aﬁiaty.”33>

If there was eny doubt eoncerping the high regard in
which the former minister from Americe was held, the tributes
evoked by his desth dispelled them. The Academy of Scilence
met in publie session to mourn him and the lodge of the Nine
Sisters published frequent eulogles of Franklin in 1790.
Two groups set themselves up as aiseiples @f Franklin: the
Quakers graﬁpe& sround Marsillec and Bouneville; and‘the
Girondists of whom Brissot wes the lesder.Z% |

Jeen de Marsellic sought to take advantage of circum-
stances &nd develop Quakerism in opposition to Catholicism,
¥e gained much support for his opinions in 1791 and 1792,
In the first of the two years mentioned he requested the
Adssembly to authorize the "Friends" to practice their re-
liglion sceording ﬁa their heliefs in France., The high

23poMssters, Benjsmin Frapklin, pp. 249-250.

giaﬁay4 The Revolutionsry Spirit in Frapce end Americs,
P, 294,
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esteen 1n which this sect wes held is shown by an extract
from the Mercure de France, June 2, 1790, which said: ™The
Quakers are the only people who have glven the world sn ex-
emple of soclety based entirely on morality."e>

The Quaker religlon was the starting point for the
first republicen propegends in France., The American con-
stitutlions were constantly being republished and the fact
that they were published by men like Demeusnier, who wes &
member of the Assembly, gave welght to their influence. It
was impossible to speak of the United Stetes without men-
tioning the word “r@puhlio.“eé

Early in 1789 the people were not yet ready to desert
the king, but Brissot with his assertions of the superiority
of the republic of the new world over the kingdoms of the
0ld, wes meking &an lmpresslon, In the fellcwing year the
death ovarahklin gave those in Frsnce who were republicen
minded &n opportunity to spesak their sentiments unchallenged,

In 1791 the United Stetes wes responsible for sdditionsl
- impetus to the republican movement in the person of Thomas |
Poine, who hed by this time returned to Paris. A4llying him-
self with Brissot and his friend, he became well known 88 &n
av&wad republicen and ap advocaste of & single leglalative
hauae.27 ‘

251h1d, | 261b1d., p. 298.
2T1vid.
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When he first arrived in Paris lete in 1789 the French
Revolution wes well under way and gethering strength as 1t
moved, Those leading the movement d1d4 not know how far 1t
would go, or what the final outoome would b@. On this og-
casion he remained in Peris only three months snd returned
to london, where he followed closely the develovment of the
Revolution and forwarded to Weshington the key to the Bas-
t1lle which lafaystte hed sent after the prison was de-
strey&d-ag | ;

Bsek in Paris again in July of 1791, Paines became the
leading spirit of the Bociete Republiceine which hed as its
objective the overthrow of the monarchy and the esteblish-
ment of a French republic. At this time this opgenization
had only four members other then the pamphletser. They were
Condorcet, Brissot, Achille Duchetelet, and Nicholas Bonne-
yville, They had hoped for & membership running into the
thousands but growth was slow and 1t never had much influ-
enge in the affeirs of the natiaa.gg‘ ,

The "Manifesto" written by Paine wss distributed in the

gity oR Paris st the first of July. It wes not signed by
him but bore the signeture of the Soclete Republicaine., It
demended the abdication of the king &nd the ebolishment of

royalty in |France,30 The Rights of Man hed been so widely

301p14., p. 204,
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vead and crested so much &ttention that Paine wes elected
in four depertments of the conventlon slthough he waa‘net
well known personslly and spoke French p@arly‘31

Paine, to & large extent, was raspnnsible for the
ghange from the belief in divine right to a respect for the
rights of the people, For s time it appeared that the old
order of things could be modified but as events progreased,
it became spparent that drastiec changes must be made to eso-
complish the aims of the reformers, Some like lafayette
wavered, torn between two loyalties, Others such as Palne,
Brissot, and Joel Basrlow, the Americen poet, worked per-
sistently for a republlean gﬂvarnmsnt.32

Joel Barlow had published in 1791 an essay entitled
"An Address to tha'?riéilsgaﬁ orders,” in which he had at-
tscked feudalism, the church, and stending armies and de-
mended their suppression, It wes Paine and Berlow who gave
shepe and direction to the thoughts that wers aroused by
Americe, elthough their influence csnnot be said to be as
great ss thet of Prenklin and Jefferson.33

With the formel sbolishment of royelty on September 22,
1792, snd the execution of louis XVI early in 1793, the

¥rench Revolution reached & point from which there was no

3l1pia., p. 220,
32Fay, The Revolutiecnery Spirit in France gnd America,
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ﬁurning baek.3&~
In sumuing up the Americen influence on the French Revo-

lution, the evidence at times seems contradictory. Meny
historiens have devoted themselves to showing thet the re-
volt ceme as & result of deplorable economie conditions,
Others have contented themselves with only e pessing mention
of the Americsn exemple, The greathistorien, A, Auvlard, in-
sisted ell of his life thst the French Revolution wes an
accident, that the revolution was not planned by the men
brought up in the politicel philosophy of the country, but
rather was brought on by the stupidity of Iouls XVI. In
contrast, Crane Brinton offers the opinion that while the
people hed no glear~aut objectiven, they had edopted & re-
publicen stete of mind before 1789 which mede their follow-
ing action ineviteble,3>

- France wes persvaded to assist Amerisa'fcr‘twa‘reésbna,
the first b@iﬁg the influence of the Eurcpean;philosapheré,
who for two hundred yeers preceding the American revolt, nad
presented in ebstrect form most of the theories later edopted
by the Americens., The second ceuse for French intervention
wes the desire by the lesders of Frence to r@vengavheraeif‘
on her old enemy, England,

Regardless of why Iouis XVI was finally persusded to

3%woodwerd, op. oib., p. 243.
35printon, op. eit., pp. 19-20.
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help the rebelling colonies, France, once embarked on this
project, developed sn admiration for everything American.
They sew in the colonies only whet they desired to see; and
the true plcture of Americs was distorted by French writers
to fit the theorles they wished to prove,

Vergennes, 1in urging the colonles to declare their in-
dependence, was not motivated by any desire for a republlcan
form of government; tut in supporting this view through the
newspapers he controlled, the public's former concepts con-~
serning rebellion underwent a decided change.

The French had very little factual knowledge of her
ally during the wer sgsinst England, but they sew in Frank-
1in the ﬁypiaﬁl American. This great diplomat, writer, and
philosopher used all of hia telent in promoting & sympathy
for Americen principles while in France., He implanted his
ideas smong the nobles and through his Mesonic activities
spread his propegends in such & wey that 1t could not be
traced back to him., While Franklin did not wish to promote
revolution in France, the principles with which he indoc-
trinated &ll those with whom he came in conteet did not die
with him., While in Frence, most of his fellow lodge members
and those in his sosial circle were lesders in the early
days of the revolution.

lafayette did much to popularize the Americen cguse in
Frence st & time when it needed assistance. When he re-

turned from &cross the ses he beceme » leader of the reform
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movement and had he cest his lot with the radical group, no
doubt he could have been one of the lesders throughoutithé
revolution. He wer 8 grest influence in the movement to
follow the Americen exemple, He, with the other nobles,
wizshed reform, but not revolt. When their reform movement
threatensd to reaéh lengthe they hed pot anticipeted, they
became divided in thelr loyslties. The nobles were sup-
plented by leaders of & more radical end violent nature,
such &8s Brissot, who in turn were influenced by Thomes Peine,
who wished to see & republiesn goverrment formed in France,

Soldiers end officers returning from Americe brought
more concrete knowledge qf democracy in sction. They had
1iked whet they sew snd Jolned the group demending reforms,

The celling of the Bsetates-General Iindirectly cen be
traced to Americsn influence on France eince the c¢ondition
of French finances wes to & greet extent the result of money
spent in the American wepr. Hed the king not needed money so
badly, the convening of the Estetes-(enerel would never have
oceurred.

In concluding, while many fectors were responsibls for
the French Revolution, Americen influence must be included

&8 one of them.
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