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EDITORIAL

There is nothing "Only" in being "Only Human"
There is plenty of conversation and excitement about the

growth of the Fraternity and as we embark on the growth of
the Professional Branch, and it gives me reason to pause and
think about who we were, are, and where we are going. As I
reflect on my own experiences, a common theme comes up
over the course of the past decade. It is an interesting conver-
sation to have with yourself because it is in equal parts
thoughtful, defining, and serious.

The questions are: what is the purpose of Alpha Chi Sigma;
what is our core focus; and what is it that we do best?

These are easy questions to

"What is the purpose

of Alpha Chi Sigma,
what is our core focus,

and what is it that we
do best?"

ask, but after pondering they
can be hard to answer. We do
science outreach programs
with school children, award
merit badges, and provide
public demonstrations of
chemistry at Renaissance
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Fairs. We do Iron Birds games, Shrimpfests, and district con-
claves. We pledge, initiate, and colonize, and we have fun
times that build memories. We help each other find jobs and

provide one another with career advice. We do many things to promote our core values and
purpose: the Three Objects.

Other organizations do some of these things as well. For example, the American Chemical
Society is very good at promoting chemistry both as a science and as a profession. ACS is a
professional organization. Okay: a little common interest is a good thing. Alpha Chi Sigma,
a professional chemistry fraternity, likely will not be a publisher of technical journals, nor
should we, because it is not our strength.

So what is it that links us all together? What is the thing we do best?
I believe there is a thing. What makes us great ... what makes us such a vibrant organiza-

tion... what our most valuable asset is, well ... it is simple: it is us. All of us! We ARE Alpha
Chi Sigma. Alpha Chi Sigma is best when we are doing our thing. When we are interacting
socially, or working together on outreach activities, or sharing our excitement about our orga-
nization. We are a committed community. It is our core business and it embodies our purpose.

We are always connected, past and future, now and forever. The only choice you have to
make is how closely and how often.Visit with one another when you get the chance; or keep
an ear open for a dinner or social activity hosted by your local professional representative,
chapter, or group. And if there is not one nearby, contact the National Office for a list of
brothers in your area and share the excitement of what we do best.

We excel at the human aspect of our profession and we do a great job at it, because we are
only human, with chemistry as a passion, after all.

The HEXAGON of Alpha Chi Sigma is grateful to all of its members who provide the terrific images we
use in this publication.All of the images associated with the most recent Conclave, that we used in the
last issue, and throughout this issue, were provided by Charles McAnany, Iota 2008, who has released

these photos for use under CC-BY 4.0, https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/ [creativecommons.org].

On the Cover
This is the entrance to the Bad Pyrmont spa
in western Germany.The metallic carbon 14 F
dioxide "bubbles" allude to the sparkling
waters here.This spa is historically famous
for its therapeutic baths and its vapor cave
with a low-lying layer of asphyxiating carbon
dioxide. Joseph Priestley made "Pyrmont
water" a household name when he first
prepared artificially carbonated water, which
he recommended (erroneously) as a preven-
tive measure for scurvy. Carbon dioxide ("mephitic air"), first scientifically characterized by Joseph
Black, was further studied by Daniel Rutherford, featured in this issue of The HEXAGON, who
distinguished "malignant air" (nitrogen). Photo by Jenny Marshall.
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