
 

 

 

 

Mission Statement 
 

The Portal to Texas History offers students and lifelong learners a digital gateway to the 

rich collections held in Texas libraries, museums, archives, historical societies, and 

private collections.  The Portal team at the University of North Texas will provide strong          

leadership by supporting collaborative efforts with its partners, while pursuing the goals 

of accessibility, best practices, and preservation of historical material. 

 

Organization History 
 

In 2002, the UNT Libraries began planning the Portal to Texas History project to address 

the recognized needs of two user groups: students, teachers, researchers and life-long 

learners wanting improved access to primary source materials held in libraries, museums, 

historical societies and archives around the state; and institutions needing assistance with 

digitizing and making copies of their holdings available on the internet.  Creation of the 

technical infrastructure for the project proceeded with funding from a competitive Texas 

Telecommunications Infrastructure Fund grant.  Purchase and installation of appropriate 

hardware and high-end software to support management, preservation and access to 

metadata records, full-text documents and images is nearing completion.  Full preparation 

of two important collections is complete, and this Spring, over 26,000 pages of historical 

content will go online.   

 

While digitization projects for large-scale libraries and museums have reached a critical 

mass of success, few projects have brought smaller local history museums and archives 

into the formula.  The University of North Texas offers expertise related to issues of 

interoperability, metadata creation and preservation of digital objects.  Funded with a 

prior grant bequest, UNT offers a portable scanning unit for loan to smaller institutions.  

An online scanning tutorial explains use of the equipment and addresses standards and 

best practices.  Past digitization projects include: 

H.P.N. Gammel's The Laws of Texas.  UNT Libraries, funded by a TexTreasures grant, 

digitized the first ten volumes of Gammel's The Laws of Texas and loaded them onto the 

University's web server to make the volumes available to researchers worldwide.  H.P.N. 

Gammel's The Laws of Texas, 1822-1897 has long been one of the most important 

primary resources for the study of Texas' complex history during the Nineteenth Century. 

His monumental compilation charts Texas from the time of colonization through to 

statehood and reveals Texas' legal history during crucial times in its development. The 

Laws consist of documents not only covering each congressional and legislative session 

but comprise other documents of significance, including the constitutions, select journals 

from the constitutional conventions, and early colonization laws. 

(http://texinfo.library.unt.edu/lawsoftexas/) 

http://texinfo.library.unt.edu/lawsoftexas/


 

 

From Republic to State: Debates and Documents Relating to the Annexation of 

Texas, 1836-1856.  As one of only two sovereign nations to become a part of the United 

States of America, the Republic of Texas and its annexation occupies a fairly unique 

place in American History. Anson Jones, the last president of the Republic of Texas, 

played an important role in leading the Republic during this tense period of annexation 

debates when many voices were raised both pro and con. In 1972, the Jones family 

library became part of the Texana Collection at the University of North Texas Libraries. 

This collection contains a number of primary and secondary materials relating to Texas 

as a Republic, the turmoil of the Annexation, and the final conversion to statehood.  

Other items in the Texana Collection enrich the Jones materials and include various 

published addresses, speculations, reports, book, maps, and official announcements. 

The Digital Projects Lab.   The Digital Projects Lab is located on the third floor of the 

Willis Library, in rooms 325 and 328.  With over $300,000 in equipment, the Digital 

Projects Lab at UNT incorporates state-of-the-art digital technology to accomplish its 

goals.  A Zeutschel  Omniscan 10000 Planetary scanner, a Vidar P-121 TruScan Latitude, 

four desk-top scanners, and a Nikon Supercool negative scanner enable large-scale 

digitization projects.  Workstations throughout the lab enable graduate lab assistants to 

process materials and create preservation records.  A Hewlett Packard DesignJet 5000  

can create reprints of posters and maps up to 60” wide. 

Planned Projects.  A grant submitted to the Institute of Museum and Library Services 

proposes a collaboration with cultural heritage institutions throughout Texas that would 

place another 40,000 images online.  Partners and contributors to the proposed 

collaboration are: Fort Bend Museum Association, the Brazoria County Museum, the Star 

of the Republic Museum, the Rosenberg Library, and the Matagorda County Museum, 

Dallas Jewish Historical Society, Ellis County Museum, Temple Beth-El Archive, Irving 

Archives, and Sophienburg Museum & Archives.  UNT remains hopeful that this project 

will commence in fall of 2004.  

Officers and Board Members.  The Portal to Texas History does not have a board, but  

plans on forming working groups comprised of participants.  Cathy Nelson Hartman, 

principal investigator and department director, has extensive, successful experience with 

managing grant-funded projects.  The digital projects department employs four full-time 

employees and four part-time employees. 


