Letters to the Editor
Electrical Sensitivity of Near-Death Experiencers
To the Editor:
It has been reported by Kenneth Ring (1992) and P. M. H. Atwater
(1994) that approximately one out of every four near-death experiencers (NDErs) has some sort of electrical sensitivity. Some are sensitive to excess light, while others report they stop watches, or cause
aberrations in computers and telephone lines. It has also been noted
that some NDErs report enhanced healing abilities after the experience.
I decided to see whether there are detectable differences between
electrical fields of experiencers and those of nonexperiencers.

Methods
I employed two devices in the tests. One device was a thermistor
mounted in an amplifying circuit. The output went to an ampmeter.
At room temperature, a steady reading is seen. When a subject holds
the thermistor between thumb and forefinger, the heat of the subject's finger reduces the resistance to current flow, and the microamperage reading increases. I took readings from left and right hands,
and recorded the change from baseline to when the meter stopped
rising. A diagram of the circuit is available from me on request.
The second device used was an electronic electroscope. This device
measures the electron flow from the subject's forefinger when he or
she touches a metal antenna to the circuit. The output of the circuit
was hooked to a millivoltmeter. Baseline readings are steady. When
touched by the subject, the flow of electrons into the circuit deflects
the reading downward swiftly, and the reading quickly returns to
baseline. The maximum downward deflection was recorded on both
left and right forefingers.
A composite score was given to each subject, computed as follows:
The highest reading achieved by any of the subjects in each of the
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four tests (thermistor left hand, thermistor right hand, electroscope
left forefinger, and electroscope right forefinger) was assigned a normalized score of 100. Each subject's score was then expressed as a
percentage of the maximum score for that test. Each subject's four
scores were then added to yield a composite score, with a maximum
possible value of 400. This method gave equal weight to each of the
four tests.

Results
Seven NDErs, four of whom reported having disturbed electrical
equipment, were tested, as were 10 control subjects who had not had
NDEs, none of whom reported having disturbed electrical equipment.
The seven NDErs included five females and two males, while the 10
control subjects included six females and 4 males.
The mean composite score of the NDErs was 192, while that of
the control subjects was 157. The difference between those two mean
scores was just short of statistical significance, by t-test.
Three of the NDErs claimed to have developed healing abilities as
a result of their experience, and actively do healing as part of their
work (as a minister, a psychotherapist, and a psychologist); they also
reported having disturbed electrical equipment. These three subjects
had composite scores of 276, 238, and 218, respectively. The mean
composite score of these three NDEr/healers was 244 (S.D. = 13.8),
which was significantly different from the control subjects' mean
score (t = 8.90, df = 2, p < .001). A fourth NDEr, who is studying
healing under the psychologist NDEr and who also reported having
disturbed electrical equipment, had the highest composite score, of

283.

Discussion
A tentative conclusion to be drawn is that most near-death experiencers do not show differences in heat or electron flow from their
hands, compared to control subjects; but that NDErs who have
gained healing abilities from their experience do seem to have more
overall heat and electron flow coming from both hands compared to
controls.
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This preliminary study testing a small number of volunteer subjects with homemade devices may provide sufficient evidence of electrical anomalies among NDErs to justify a larger scale study using
scientifically calibrated devices under controlled conditions.
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