
Letters to the Editor

An Objective Correlate of Consciousness

To the Editor:

I am writing in regard to Denis Purcell's proposal of using light
sensors and strain gauges to monitor near-death experiences in a
laboratory setting (Purcell, 2005). Using a combination of a light-
addressable potentiometric sensor (LAPS) - that is, a semiconductor-
based chemical sensor with an electrolyte-insulator-semiconductor
structure - and a strain gauge to measure deformation of an object, it
might be possible to detect consciousness as an electromagnetic field.
If this strategy worked, it could validate the electromagnetic field
theory of consciousness (McFaddan, 2002), which molecular geneticist
Johnjoe McFadden argued allows for the survival of consciousness
after biological death:

My hypothesis is that consciousness is the experience of
information, from the inside. There is a postulate in physics that
information is neither created or destroyed - the conservation of
information 'law'. It is however just a postulate, nobody has ever
proved it. But, if true, it would suggest that awareness (associated
with that information) - in some form - might survive death.
(McFadden, n.d.)

I suggest that consciousness as an electromagnetic field, when
severed from biological death, transcends into a multidimensional
realm of various frequencies. At times frequencies merge, such as
when radio programs are received on the same channel. This merging
might explain the energy orb phenomenon to which Purcell referred
(Swanson, 2003), as well as physical materializations known as
apparitions that are seen in instrumental transcommunication (ITC)
videos.

However, Purcell's proposal poses a dilemma. For example, if an
individual sustains clinical death in any setting, it is impossible to
know whether that individual had a near-death experience; and in
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clinical death there is no way to measure brain activity, as it stops.
Because inducing clinical death to test Purcell's hypothesis would be
medically unethical, further exploration of Purcell's experimental
hypothesis would need extensive planning.

In physics, wave-particle duality conceptualizes objects as exhibit-
ing properties of both waves and particles. This concept sheds more
understanding on how frequencies function and also, in my opinion,
closely validates string theory (Witten, 2003). If Purcell's hypothesis
were ever tested and confirmed, it would take a team of scientists to
analyze the recorded data with the possibility of discovering that
consciousness transcends as energy with a frequency domain.
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